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PRE-EMPTION— MINERAL.  L.AND-BUILI>ING  STONE. 

CoNLiN  V.  Kelly. 

8toue  that  is  useful  only  for  general  bnilding  purpoHe8  does  not  render  laud  contain- 
ing the  same  subject  to  appropriation  under  the  mining  laws,  or  except  it  from 
pre-emption  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office^  January  2, 1891. 

I  have  considered  tbe  case  of  B.  M.  J.  Conlin  v.  Wm.  Kelly  on  appeal 
by  the  former  from  yoar  decision  of  May  25, 1889,  dismissing  his  contest 
against  the  pre-emption  cash  entiy  of  the  latter  for  the  N  W.  i  Sec.  14, 
T.  102  K,  R.  58  W  ,  Mitchell,  South  Dakota  land  district. 

On  November  19,  1879,  Kelly  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement 
for  this  land  and  on  July  29, 1880,  made  cash  entry  for  the  same. 

On  January  20, 1887,  Conlin  tiled  an  affidavit  of  contest  against  the 
same  alleging  that  the  filing  and  entry  were  iraudulent  and  made  for 
the  puriK)se  of  speculation  and  to  secure  title  to  the  land  because  of 
valuable  mineral  deposits  thereon,  and  that  the  entry  was  made  for  the 
benefit  of  another  party.  Upon  due  notice  a  hearing  was  had  and  the 
local  officers  recommended  the  dismissal  of  the  contest,  from  which 
Conlin  appealed. 

Your  office  on  May  25, 1889,  dismissed  the  contest^  but  upon  different 
grounds  from  that  upon  which  the  local  officers  based  their  decision. 
An  appeal  was  taken  by  Oonliu  from  your  decision,  and  thus  the  case 
is  before  this  Department. 

The  testimony  shows  that  there  is  upon  this  land  a  ledge  of  unstrat- 
ifled,  extremely  hard,  flesh  colored  rock,  a  species  of  granite,  which 
contains  no  trace  of  any  valuable  metal.  It  is  a  common  stone  in  South 
Dakota,  is  of  some  value  as  a  building  stone,  being  used  for  found- 
ations of  buildings,  cellar  walls,  bridge  abutments  and  other  places 
where  strong,  rough,  work  is  required ;  but  owing  to  its  extreme  hard- 
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ness  and  the  fact  that  it  is  uDstratified  and  breaks  with  an  irregular 
fracture,  its  commercial  value  is  not  very  great,  as  yet,  although  it  is 
claimed  that  this  will  soon  be  greatly  increased. 

On  the  charge  that  the  entry  was  made  for  another  party,  there  was 
but  little  testimony  taken,  the  greater  part  of  over  four  hundred  pages 
being  directed  to  the  stone  on  the  land. 

You  say  in  your  decision  that : 

There  i8  no  doubt  that  this  quarry  or  rock  is  iniiieral  wi  thiu  tbe  provisiouB  of  the 
law,  and  the  decisions  thereunder  (H.  P.  Bennett  Jr.,  3  L.  D.,  116)  ;  and  as  such,  sub- 
ject to  entry  as  a  placer  claim,  there  being  no  veins  of  quartz  or  rock  in  place  con- 
taining any  of  tlie  precious  metals. 

I  cannot  concur  in  this  statement  in  your  opinion.  The  Case  you 
cite  is  not  a  decision  of  this  Department,  but  a  letter  from  Commis- 
sioner McFarland  to  the  local  officers  at  Leadville,  Colorado. 

Section  2329  (Revised  Statutes),  which  uses  the  words  "  claims 
usually  called  ^  ])lacers '  including  all  forms  of  deposits,  except  veins  of 
quartz  and  other  rock  ia  place,  shall  be  subject  to  entry  "  etc.,  is  a  part 
of  the  mining  laws  and  should  be  considered  in  connection  therewith. 
It  is  apparent  that  the  deposit  therein  spoken  of  means  a  deposit  hav- 
ing some  especial  value,  other  than  that  of  a  mere  *'  stone  quarry  "  for 
general  purposes. 

Counsel  for  appellant  have  furnished  an  extensive  and  interesting 
brief  in  the  case,  and  they  attempt  to  show  that  this  stone  in  question 
is  ^'jasper"  and  of  peculiar  value  as  a  mineral.  It  is  sufficient  to  say, 
upon  this  point,  that  the  evidence  shows  that  its  use  is  such  that  any 
good  free  stone,  lime  stone,  or  granite  could  supply  its  place. 

I  have  examined  the  authories  cited,  but  am  unable  to  find  anything 
in  them,  or  in  any  other  authority,  that  supports  the  proposition  that  a 
common  stone  quarry  is  subject  to  mineral  entry  as  a  ''placer  mine." 
In  the  "  Dells  Mining  Company  "  mineral  entry,  the  papers  in  which 
case  are  in  evidence  herein,  it  appears  that  a  mineral  entry  was  allowed 
on  a  tract  of  land  similar  to,  and  in  the  vicinity  of,  the  tract  in  contro- 
versy, but  it  is  not  pietended  that  the  case  was  ever  considered  by  this 
Department. 

In  the  case  of  Maxwell  v.  Brierly  (10  C.  L.  O.,  50)  cited  by  counsel,  it 
was  shown  upon  the  hearing  that  the  land  was  of  little  value  for  agri- 
cultural purposes,  and  it  had  been  returned  as  mineral.  It  lay  upon  a 
precipitous  mountain  side,  only  about  thirty  acres  of  it  could  be  tilled 
or  irrigated,  and  this  was  in  parcels  of  a  few  acres  each.  Its  chief  value 
consisted  in  a  lime  stone  ledge,  stone  of  which  was  used  as  a  flux  in 
neighboring  smelting  furnaces  and  for  manufacturing  into  lime.  This 
Department  held  that  the  tract  was  subject  to  entry  under  the  mineral 
laws.  The  land  was  in  a  mineral  belt,  no  other  stone  would  serve  as  a 
llux  in  a  furnace  or  for  making  lime. 

In  the  case  of  John  F,  Krohn  (10  C.  L.  O.,  342)  cited  by  counsel,  the 
land  had  been  returned  as  agricultural,  but  it  was  in  the  vicinity  of 
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valuable  placer  mines,  and  upon  the  hearing  it  was  shown  to  contain 
valuable  deposits  of  gold  in  the  form  of  nuggets,  and  that  it  could  be 
mined  to  advantage,  and  upon  this  being  proven  the  tract  was  held  to 
be  subject  to  entry  as  a  "  placer  "  mine. 

"Placers  are  superficial  deposits  which  occupy  the  beds  of  ancient 
rivers  or  valleys."  Monaxi?.  Wilkinson  (2  Montana  Rep.,  42).  They 
are,  "  held  and  worked  in  accordance  with  the  local  mining  laws  adopted 
and  in  force  in  the  mining  district  where  they  are  located."  Strange 
r.  Ryan  (45  Cal.  Rep.,  33). 

Valuable  mineral,  as  gold,  silver,  copper,  etc.,  intermingled  with,  or 
imbedded  in  "rock  in  place"  is  called  a  "lode, "  and  the  rock  is  quar- 
ried, not  for  the  stone  but  the  valuable  mineral  it  contains.  "  In  placer 
mining  land  no  fact  is  better  established  than  that  the  surface  is  essen- 
tial to  its  developement  as  mining  ground. "  Case  of  Townsite  of  Dead- 
vrood.  Sickles  Mining  Laws  and  Decisions,  356. 

Congress  seems  to  have  recognized  the  fact  that  a  stone  quarry  is 
not  a  *^  placer  mine"  and  it  passed  an  act  June  3,  1878  (20  Stat.,  89) 
providing  for  timber  and  stone  entries.  The  stone  in  the  tract  in  con- 
troversy has  no  peculiar  property  or  characteristic  that  gives  it  espe- 
cial value,  such  as  attaches  to  gypsum,  lime  stone,  mica,  marble,  slate, 
$»sphaltnm,  borax,  auriferous  cement,  fire  clay,  kaolin  or  petroleum.  Its 
characteristic  appears  to  be  its  hardness,  and  its  value,  in  this  particu- 
lar mine,  appears  to  be  its  proximity  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,  which 
has  come  into  some  prominence,  having  been  chosen  as  a  county  seat 
since  the  entry  in  question  was  made. 

It  is  simply  a  quarry  of  stone  for  general  building  purposes  and  as 
«uch  not  subject  to  entry  as  a  ^^  placer"  under  the  mineral  law. 

For  this  reason  and  there  being  no  satisfactory  proof  that  the  entry 
"was  made  for  another  than  the  entryman,  your  decision  dismissing  the 
contest  is  affirmed. 


rORF£lTUR£  OF  RAILROAD  LAl^BS— ACT  OF  SEPTEMBER  d9,  1890. 

r  Circular.] 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington^  D,  C,  January  3,  1891. 
Registers  and  Receivers  of  United  States  Land  Offices : 

Sirs  :  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gtess  entitled :  '^  An  act  to  forfeit  certain  lands  heretofore  granted  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  September  29, 1890,  (26  Stat.,  496)  a  copy  of  which 
is  hereto  attachexl,  containing  eight  sections. 

The  first  section  provides  for  the  forfeiture  of  all  lands  heretofore 
granted  to  any  State,  or  to  any  corporation,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  jailroad,  opposite  to  and  coterminous  with  the  portion  of  any  such 
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railroad  not  now  constructed  and  in  operation,  and  declares  the  lands 
forfeited  to  be  a  part  of  the  pnblic  domain,  excepting,  however,  from 
the  forfeiture  the  right  of  way  and  station  grounds  heretofore  granted. 

The  second  section  provides  that  all  persons,  who,  at  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  this  act,  are  actual  settlers  in  good  faith  on  any  of  the  landA 
forfeited,  and  are  otherwise  qualified,  on  making  due  claim  on  said 
lands  under  the  homestead  law  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference  right  to  enter  the  same  under 
tbe  provisions  of  the  homestea<l  law  and  this  act,  and  shall  be  regarded 
as  actual  settlers  from  the  date  of  actual  settlement  or  occupation. 

It  is  clear  that  this  clause  of  the  section  allows  the  actual  settler,  if 
qualified,  to  make  a  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  upon  which  he  had 
made  settlement,  and  this  as  a  preference  right  to  be  exercised  within 
six  months  after  the  ])a8sage  of  the  act. 

It  is  further  provided  by  said  section  that  any  person  who  has  not 
heretofore  had  the  benefit  of  the  homestead  or  pre  emption  law,  or  who 
has  failed  from  any  cause  to  perfect  the  title  to  a  tract  of  laud  hereto- 
fore entered  by  him  un^er  either  of  said  laws,  may  make  a  second 
homestead  entry  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  language  of  this  clause  of  the  section  authorizing  "a  second 
homestead  entry "  refers  only  to  those  persons  who  have  heretofore 
made  a  homestead  entry,  but  failed  from  auy  cause  to  perfect  the  same. 

In  other  words,  the  object  of  this  clause  is  to  allow  any  one  qualified, 
who  had  not  theretofore  secured  a  piece  of  land  under  the  homestead 
law,  to  obtain  a  tract  of  these  forfeited  lands  under  that  law,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  take  these  lands  out  of  the  operation  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion laws. 

No  pre-emption  entry  will,  therefore,  be  permitted  for  these  lands,  and 
applicants  under  the  homestead  laws  will  be  required  to  make  oath  that 
they  have  not  heretofore  secured  a  piece  of  land  under  the  homestead 
law,  and  if  an  entry  has  been  made  under  said  law  that  was  not  for 
any  reason  perfected,  the  facts  in  relation  thereto  should  be  fully  set 
forth. 

The  third  section  provides:  That  in  all  cases  where  persons,  being 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  who  have  declared  their  intention  to 
become  such,  in  accordance  with  the  naturalization  laws  of  the  United 
States,  are  in  possession  of  any  of  the  lands  afi'ected  by  any  such  grants 
and  hereby  resumed  by  and  restored  to  the  United  States,  under  deed, 
written  contract  with,  or  license  from,  the  State  or  corporation  to  which 
such  grant  was  made,  or  its  assignees,  executed  prior  to  January  first, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  or  where  persons  may  have  settled 
said  lands  with  bona-fide  intent  to  secure  title  thereto  by  purchase 
from  the  State  or  corporation,  when  earned  by  coin)iliance  with  the 
conditions  or  requirements  of  the  granting  acts  of  Congress,  they  shall 
be  entitled  to  purchase  the  same  from  the  United  States,  in  quanticies 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  to  any  one  such  person,. 
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attberateot'  one  dollar  aQil  twenty-fiv^e  cents  per  acre,  at  auy  time 
withiD  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  on  making  said  pay- 
ment to  receive  patents  therefor;  and  where  any  snch  person  in  actual 
possession  of  any  such  lands,  and  having  improved  the  same,  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  under  deed, 
written  contract,  or  license  a^  aforesaid,  or  his  assignor,  has  made  par- 
tial or  full  payments  to  said  railroad  company  prior  to  said  date,  on 
account  of  the  purchase  price  of  said  lands  from  it,  on  proof  of  the 
amount  of  such  payments  he  shall  be  entitled  to  have  the  same,  to  the 
extent  and  amount  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  if  so 
much  has  been  paid,  and  not  more,  credited  to  him  on  account  of  and  as 
part  of  the  purchase  price  herein  provided  to  be  paid  the  United  States 
for  said  lands,  or  such  persons  may  elect  to  abandon  their  purchases 
and  make  claim  on  said  lands  under  the  homestead  law,  and  as  pro- 
vidi-d  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  act. 

Where  parties,  persons  and  corporations,  with  the  permission  of  such 
States  or  corporations,  or  their  assigns,  are  in  possession  of,  and  have 
made  improvements  upon,  any  of  the  lands  resumed  and  restored,  and 
are  not  entitled  to  enter  the  same  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such 
parties,  persons,  or  corporations,  shall  have  six  months  in  which  to 
remove  any  growing  crops,  buildings  and  other  movable  improvements 
from  said  lands. 

It  is  provided  that  the  right  of  purchase  grantefl  by  this  section  shall 
not  apply  to  any  lands  situated  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  on  which  any  per- 
son in  good  faith  has  made,  or  asserted  the  right  to  make,  a  pre-emption 
or  homestead  settlement. 

All  the  roads  situated  within  said  State  have  been  constructed,  ex- 
cept the  portion  of  the  Sioux  City  and  St.  Paul  Railroad  between  Le 
Mars  and  Sioux  City. 

The  grant  for  this  company  was  made  the  subject  of  departmental 
decision  of  July  26,  1887  (6  L.  D.,  47),  and  a  portion  of  the  lands  south 
of  Le  Mars  was  by  said  decision  directed  to  be  restored  ;  but,  as  far  as 
the  same  are  opposite  unconstructed  road,  they  will  come  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

An  applicant  for  purchase,  under  this  section,  of  lands  in  Iowa,  will, 
therefore,  be  required  to  show  that  no  person  has  in  good  faith  asserted 
the  right  to  make  a  pre-emption  or  homestead  settlement  upon  the  land 
sought  to  be  purchased. 

Further  provision  is  made  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed 
as  limiting  the  rights  granted  to  purchasers  or  settlers  by  the  act  of 
March  3, 1887,  providing  for  the  adjustment  of  land  grants  made  by 
Congress  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  nor  as  in  any  manner 
affecting  any  cause  of  action  existing  in  favor  of  any  purchaser  against 
iiis  grantor  for  breach  of  any  covenants  of  title. 

The  fourth  section  merely  repeals  certaiu  sections  in  acts  making 
grants  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads,  in  so  far  as  said 
aeetious  require  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  reserve  lands  within 
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the  indemnity  limits  of  such  grants.  This  section  does  not  restore  the 
indemnity  lands,  but  removes  any  obstacle  to  the  restoration  by  the 
Department,  and  steps  will  be  taken  at  once  to  secure  a  Hpeedy  restora- 
tion of  any  such  lands  now  withdrawn  and  not  included  in  pending 
selections. 

The  fifth  section  provides :  That  if  it  shall  be  found  that  any  lands 
heretofore  granted  to  the  IS'orthern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  so 
resumed  by  the  United  States  and  restored  to  the  public  domain,  He 
north  of  the  line  known  as  the  ^'  Harrison  line,"  being  a  line  drawn 
from  Wallula,  Washington,  easterly  to  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
northeast  one-fourth  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  twenty-seven,  in 
township  seven  north,  of  range  thirty-seven  east,  of  the  Willamette 
meridian,  all  persons  who  had  acquired  in  good  faith  the  title  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  any  portion  of  said  lands  prior 
to  July  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five,  or  who  at  said  date 
were  in  possession  of  any  portion  of  said  lands  or  had  improved  the 
same,  claiming  the  same  under  written  contract  with  said  company, 
executed  in  good  faith,  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  as  the  case  may  be, 
shall  be  entitled  to  purchase  the  lands  so  acquired,  possessed,  or  im- 
proved, from  the  United  States,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  expiration  of 
one  year  after  it  shall  be  finally  determined  that  such  lands  are  re- 
stored to  the  public  domain  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  at  the  rate  of 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  to  receive  patents  therefor 
upon  proof  before  the  proper  land  office  of  the  fact  of  such  acquisition, 
possession,  or  improvement,  and  payment  therefor,  without  limitation 
as  to  quantity. 

Having  determined  that  the  terminal  originally  established  upon  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  as  constructed  to  Wallula,  Washington,  prop- 
erly separates  the  lands  earned  by  the  construction  of  the  road  to  that 
point,  from  those  forfeited  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  this  section 
will  have  immediate  application  upon  the  promulgation  of  these  instruc- 
tions. 

This  section  also  confirms  to  the  city  of  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Ore- 
gon, the  right  of  way  and  riparian  rights  heretofore  attempted  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  city  of  Portland  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  a  strip  of  land  fifty  feet  in  width,  through  certain  described 
sections. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  no  lands  forfeited  by  this  act  shall 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  any  State  or  corporation,  to  which  lands  may 
have  been  granted  by  Congress,  except  as  provided  by  this  act,  nor 
shall  the  act  be  construed  to  enlarge  the  area  of  land  originally  covered 
by  any  such  grant,  or  to  confer  any  right  upon  any  State,  corporation, 
or  persons,  to  lands  which  were  excepted  from  such  grant. 

Provision  is  also  made  against  the  moiety,  in  conflicting  limits  of 
grants  for  a  main  and  branch  line,  appertaining  to  unconstructed  road 
and  forfeited  by  this  act,  inuring  to  the  benefit  of  the  completed  line. 
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Section  seven  relates  specially  to  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  road  known  as  the  Oulf  and  Ship 
Island  Railroad,  and,  upon  the  condition  that  said  company,  within  ninety 
days  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  accept  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  file  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  a  valid  relinquishment 
of  all  said  company's  interest,  right,  title,  and  claim,  in  and  to  all  such 
lands  as  have  been  sold  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  for  cash, 
or  with  the  allowance  or  approval  of  such  officers,  have  entered  in  good 
faith  under  the  pre-emption  or  homestead  laws,  or  upon  which  there 
were  bona  fide  pre-emption  or  homestead  claims  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  arising  or  asserted  by  actual 
occupation  of  the  land  under  color  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States5 
then  the  forfeiture  declared  in  the  first  section  shall  not,  until  one  year 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  apply  to  or  in  anywise  affect  so  much  and 
such  par's  of  said  grant  as  lie  south  of  a  line  drawn  east  and  west 
through  the  point  where  the  Gulf  and  Ship  Island  Railroad  may  cross 
the  New  Orleans  and  Northeastern  Railroad  in  said  State. 

Other  lands,  in  lieu  of  those  relinquished  south  of  said  point,  may  be 
selected  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  original  grant,  nearest  to 
and  opposite  such  part  of  the  line  as  may  be  constructed  at  the  date  of 
selection. 

Special  instructions  under  this  section  will  be  given  to  the  proper 
officers,  when  the  point  of  crossing  provided  for  shall  have  been  deter- 
mined and  those  lands  upon  which  the  act  has  immediate  application 
are  formally  restored. 

Section  eight  makes  special  provision  in  relation  to  the  grant  for  the 
Mobile  aud  Girard  Railroad  Company  of  Alabama,  and  as  the  questions 
involved  are  peculiar  and  will  require  some  consideration,  instructions 
thereunder  will  not  be  issued  at  present. 
Very  respectfully, 

Lewis  A.  Groff, 

Commissioner, 

Approved  : 
John  W.  Noble, 

Secretary, 


AN  ACT  to  forfeit  certain  lands  heretofore  j^nted  for  the  purpose  of  aidiu);  in  the  coustrnction  of 

railroads,  and  for  other  parpotes. 

Be  itewicted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembledf  That  there  is  hereby  forfeited  to  the  Uaited  States,  and  the 
United  States  hereby  resanies  the  title  thereto,  all  lands  heretofore  granted  to  any 
State  or  to  any  corporation  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  opposite  to  and 
coterminons  with  the  portion  of  any  saoh  railroad  not  now  completed,  and  in  opera- 
tion, for  the  constrnction  or  benefit  of  which  such  lands  were  iB^ranted;  and  all  saoh 
lands  are  declared  to  be  a  part  of  the  public  domain :  Provided,  That  this  act  shall 
not  be  constrned  as  forfeiting  the  right  of  way  or  station  grounds  of  any  railroad 
company  heretofore  granted. 
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Sec.  2.  That  all  persons  who,  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  are  aetnal  set- 
tlers iu  good  faith  on  any  of  the  lands  hereby  forfeited  and  are  otherwise  qualified, 
on  making  due  claim  on  said  lands  under  the  homestead  law  within  six  mouths  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference  right  to  enter  the  same  under 
the  provisions  of  the  homestead  law  and  this  act,  ami  shall  be  regarded  as  such  actual 
settlers  from  the  date  of  actual  settlement  or  occupation;  and  any  person  who  has 
not  heretofore  had  the  benefit  of  the  homestead  or  pre-emption  law,  or  who  has  failed 
from  any  cause  to  perfect  the  title  to  a  tract  of  laud  heretofore  entered  by  him  under 
either  of  said  laws,  may  make  a  second  homestead  entry  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  make  such  rules  as  will  secure  to  such  actual 
settlers  these  rights. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  all  oases  where  persons  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  who 
have  declared  their  intentions  to  become  such,  in  accordance  with  the  naturalization 
laws  of  the  United  States,  are  in  possession  of  any  of  the  lands  aftected  b^*^  any  such 
grant  and  hereby  resumed  by  and  restored  to  the  United  States,  under  deed,  written 
contract  with,  or  license  from,  the  State  or  corporation  to  which  such  grant  was  made, 
or  its  a.s8iguees,  executed  prior  to  January  lirst,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight, 
or  where  persons  may  have  settled  said  lands  with  bona  fide  intent  to  secure  title 
thereto  by  purchase  from  the  State  or  corporation  when  earned  by  compliance  with 
the  conditions  or  requirements  of  the  granting  acts  of  Congress  they  Hhall  be  entitled 
to  purchase  the  same  from  the  United  States,  iu  quantities  not  exceeding  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  to  any  one  such  person,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  at  any  time  within  two  3^ears  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  on 
making  said  payment  to  receive  patents  therefor,  and  where  any  such  person  iu 
actual  possession  of  any  such  lands  and  having  improved  ti>e  same  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  under  deed,  written  contract,  or 
license  as  aforesaid,  or  his  assignor,  has  made  partial  or  full  payments  to  said  railroad 
company  prior  to  said  date,  on  account  of  the  purchase  price  of  said  lands  from  it,  on 
proof  of  the  amount  of  such  payments  he  shall  be  entitled  to  havi)  the  same,  to  the 
extent  and  amount  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  if  so  much  has  been 
paid,  and  not  more,  credited  to  him  on  account  of  and  as  part  of  the  purchase  price 
herein  provided  to  be  paid  the  United  States  for  said  lands,  or  such  {tersous  may  elect 
to  abandon  their  purchases  and  make  claim  on  said  lands  under  the  homestead  law 
and  as  provided  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  act:  Provided,  That  in  all  cases  where 
parties,  persons,  or  corporations,  with  the  permission  of  such  State  or  corporation,  or 
its  assignees,  are  in  the  possession  of  and  have  made  improvements  upon  any  of  the 
lands  hereby  resumed  and  restored,  and  are  not  entitled  to  enter  the  same  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  such  parties,  persons,  or  corporations  shall  have  six  months  in 
which  to  remove  any  growing  crop,  and  within  which  time  they  shall  also  be  entitled 
to  remove  all  buildings  and  other  movable  improvements  from  said  lau  is:  Provided 
further,  That  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  lauds  situate  iu  the 
State  of  Iowa  on  which  any  person  in  good  faith  has  made  or  asserted  the  right  to 
make  a  pre-emption  or  homestead  settlement:  And  provided  further.  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  as  limiting  the  rights  granted  to  purchasers  or 
settlers  by  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  land  grants  made  by  Congress 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  and  for  the  forfeiture  of  unearned  lands,  and 
for  other  purposes, '^  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seveu,  or  as 
repealing,  altering,  or  amending  said  act,  nor  as  in  any  manner  aflfecting  any  cause  of 
action  existing  in  favor  of  any  purchaser  against  his  grantor  for  breach  of  any  cove- 
nants of  title. 

Sec.  4.  That  section  five  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  for  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  6tate  of 
Iowa  in  alternate  sections  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  in  said  State,'^  ap- 
proved May  seventeenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  section  seven  of  an  act 
entitled  ''An  act  extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of  certain  land-grant  railroads 
in  the  States  of  Minnesota  and  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes.''  approved  March  third, 
eighteen  hundre<l  and  sixty-five,  and  also  section  five  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
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in;:  an  additiouul  ^rant  of  lamls  to  the  State  of  Miiine««ota  in  alternate  Hcctioiis  to  aid 
in  the  coustrnctiou  of  railroartH  in  said  State,"  approved  July  fourth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six,  so  far  a.sHaid  secriou^  sire  applicable  to  lands  embraced  within  the 
indemnity  limits  of  said  grants,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed  ;  and  so  much 
of  the  provisions  of  section  four  of  an  act  approved  June  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-four,  and  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitlod  *An  act  making  a  grant 
of  lands  to  the  State  of  Iowa  in  alternate  Hfctious  ?o  aid  in  tlie  construction  of  certain 
railroads  in  said  State,'"  approved  May  fifteenth,  eigliteon  Iniudred  and  Hfty-six,l)e, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed  so  far  as  tln^y  requin*  rim  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  reserve  any  lands  but  the  odd  sections  within  the  primary  or  six  miles  granted 
limits  of  the  roads  mentioned  in  said  act  of  June  secontl,  eight«*M»  hnn<hcd  n\u\  sixty- 
fonr,  or  tlio  act  of  which  the  same  is  amemhitory. 

Sec.  5.  That  if  it  bliail  be  f»»auJ  that  any  lands  heretofore  granted  to  t\u*  Noiihcru 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  aiul  so  resumed  by  the  United  States  and  restored  to  the 
public  domain  lie  north  of  the  line  known  as  the  **Iiarrisou  lino,"  being  a  line  drawn 
from  Wallula,  Washington,  easterly  to  tlie  southeast  corner  of  the  northeast  one- 
fourth  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  twenty-seven,  in  township  seven  north,  of 
range  thirty -seven  east,  of  the  Willamette  meridian,  all  persons  who  ha<l  acquired  in 
good  faith  the  title  of  the  Northern  Pacitic  Railroad  Company  to  any  portion  of  said 
lauds  prior  to  July  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five,  or  who  at  said  date  were 
in  possession  of  any  portion  of  said  lands  or  had  improved  the  same,  claiming  the 
same  under  written  contract  with  said  company,  executed  in  good  faith,  or  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  entitled  to  purchsise  the  lands  so  acquired, 
possessed,  or  improved,  from  the  United  States,  at  any  tiine  prior  to  the  expiration 
of  one  year  after  it  shall  be  finally  determiued  that  such  lands  are  restored  to  the 
public  domain  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  acre,  and  to  receive  patents  therefor  upon  proof  before  the  proper  land  of!ice  of 
the  fact  of  such  acquisition,  possession,  or  improvement,  and  payment  therefor,  with- 
out limitation  as  to  quantity :  Provided,  That  the  rights  of  way  and  riparian  rights 
heretofore  attempted  to  be  conveyed  to  the  city  of  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Oregon, 
by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  and  the  Central  Trust  Company  of  New 
York,  by  deed  of  conveyance  dated  August  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-six, 
and  which  are  described  as  follows  :  A  strip  of  land  fifty  feet  in  width,  being  twenty- 
five  feet  on  each  side  of  the  center  line  of  a  water-pipe  line,  as  the  same  is  staked 
ont  aud  located,  or  as  it  shall  be  hereafter  finally  located  according  to  the  provi- 
sions c»f  an  act  of  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  State  of  Oregon  approved  November 
twenty  fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five,  providing  for  the  means  to  supply 
the  city  of  Portland  with  an  abundance  of  good,  pure,  and  wholesome  water  over  and 
across  the  following  described  tract**  of  land:  Sections  nineteen  and  thirty-one  in 
township  one  south,  of  range  six  east ;  sections  twenty-five,  thirty-one,  thirty-three, 
and  thirty-five,  in  township  one  south,  of  range  five  east ;  sections  three  and  five  in 
township  two  south,  of  range  five  east;  section  one  in  township  two  south,  of  range 
fonr  east ;  sections  twenty-three,  twenty-five,  aud  thirty- five  in  township  one  south, 
of  range  four  east,  of  the  Willamette  meridian,  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  forfeited  by 
this  act,  are  hereby  confirmed  unto  the  said  city  of  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Oregon, 
its  successors  and  assigns  forever,  with  the  right  to  enter  on  the  hereinbefore-described 
strip  of  land,  over  and  across  the  above-described  sections  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
strncting.  maiutaining,  and  repairing  a  water-pipe  line  aforesaid. 

Sec.  <).  That  no  lands  declared  forfeited  to  the  United  States  by  this  act  shall  by 
reason  of  such  forfeiture  inure  to  the  benefit  of  any  State  or  corporation  to  which 
lands  may  have  been  granted  b^'  Congress,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided;  nor 
shall  this  act  be  construed  to  enlarge  the  area  of  land  originally  covered  by  any  such 
grant,  or  to  confer  any  right  upon  any  State,  corporation  or  ptirson  to  lauds  which 
were  excepted  from  such  grant.  Nor  shall  the  moiety  of  the  lands  granted  to  any 
railroad  company  on  account  of  amain  aud  a  branch  line  appertaining  to  uncom- 
pleted road,  and  hereby  forfeited,  within  the  confiictiug  limits  of  the  grants  for  such 
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main  aud  branch  lines,  when  bnt  one  of  snch  lines  has  been  completed,  inure  by  vir- 
tue of  the  forfeiture  hereby  declared,  to  the  benefit  of  the  completed  line. 

Sec.  7.  That  in  nil  cases  where  lands  included  in  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  aidin*^  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Brandon 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  commonly  known  as  the  Gulf  and  Ship  Island  Railroad,  hav^ 
heretofore  been  sold  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  for  cash,  or  with  the  allowance 
or  approval  of  such  officers  have  entered  in  good  faith  nnder  the  preemption  or  home- 
stead laws,  or  upon  which  there  were  bona  fide  preemption  or  homestead  claims  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  arising  or  asserted  by  occupa- 
tion of  the  land  nnder  color  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  right  and  ti  tie  of  the 
persons  holding  or  claiming  any  such  lands  under  such  sales  or  entries  are  hereby 
confirmed,  and  persons  claiming  the  right  to  enter  as  aforesaid  may  perfect  their 
entry  under  the  law.  And  on  condition  that  the  Gulf  and  Ship  Islaud  Railroad  Com- 
pany within  ninety  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act  shall,  by  resolution  of  its  board 
of  directors,  duly  accept  the  provisions  of  the  same  and  file  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  a  valid  relinquishment  of  all  said  compatiy's  interest,  right,  title,  aud  claim 
in  and  to  all  such  lands  as  have  been  sold,  entered,  or  claimed,  as  aforesaid,  then  the 
forfeiture  declared  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  or  in  anywise  affect 
so  much  and  such  parts  of  said  grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  as  lie  south 
of  a  line  drawn  east  and  west  through  the  point  where  the  Gulf  and  Ship  Island  Rail- 
road may  cross  the  New  Orleans  and  Northeastern  Railroad  in  said  State,  until  one 
year  after  the  passage  of  this  act.  And  there  may  be  selected  aud  certified  to  or  in 
behalf  of  said  company  lands  in  lieu  of  those  hereinbefore  required  to  be  surrendered 
to  be  taken  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  original  grant  nearest  to  and  opposite 
such  part  of  the  line  as  may  be  constructed  at  the  date  of  selection. 

Sec.  8,  That  the  Mobile  aud  Girard  Railroad  Company,  of  Alabama,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  quantity  of  land  earned  by  the  construction  of  its  road  from  Girard  to 
Troy,  a  distance  of  eighty-four  miles.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  making 
settlement  and  certifying  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  company  the  lauds  earned 
thereby  shall  include  therein  all  the  lands  sold,  conveyed  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by 
said  company  not  to  exceed  the  total  amount  earned  by  said  company  as  aforesaid. 
And  the  title  of  the  purchasers  to  all  such  lands  are  hereby  confirmed  so  far  as  the 
United  States  are  concerned. 

But  such  settlement  and  certification  shall  not  include  any  lauds  upon  which  there 
were  bona  fide  preemptors  or  homestead  claims  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety,  arising  or  asserted  b^^^  actual  occupation  of  the  land  undercolor 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  right  hereby  given  to  the  said  railroad  company  is  on  condition  that  it  shall 
within  ninety  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  by  resolution  of  its  board  of  direct- 
ors, duly  accept  the  provisions  of  the  same  ami  file  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
a  valid  relinquishment  of  all  said  company's  interest,  right,  title,  and  claim  in  and 
to  all  such  lauds  within  the  limits  of  its  grant,  as  have  heretofore,  been  sold  by  the 
officers  of  the  United  States  for  cash,  where  the  goverunieut  still  retains  the  pur- 
chase money,  or  with  the  allowance  or  approval  of  such  officers  have  been  entered 
in  good  faith  under  the  preemption  or  homestead  laws,  or  .'is  are  claimed  under  the 
homestead  or  preemption  laws  as  aforesaid,  and  the  right  and  title  of  the  persons 
holding  or  claiming  any  such  lands  uoder  such  sales  or  entries  are  hereby  confirmed, 
and  all  such  claims  under  the  preemption  or  homestea<l  laws  may  be  perfected  as 
provided  by  law.  Said  company  to  have  the  right  to  select  other  lauds,  as  near  as 
practicable  to  constructed  road,  and  within  indemnify  limits  in  lieu  of  the  lands  so 
relinquished.  And  the  title  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  relinquished  in  favor  of 
all  per.Hoiis  holrllng  und^r  any  salf^s  by  the  local  Ian  I  offici^rs,  of  the  lands  in  the 
granted  limits  of  the  Alabama  ami  Florida  Railroad  grant,  where  the  United  States 
still  retaiuM  the  purchase  money  but  without  liabiliry  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  September  29,  l«90. 
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HOMESTEAD  APPLICATION— PENDING  CONTEST. 

Ryan  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  et  al. 

An  application  to  make  homestead  entry  cannot>  be  allowed  for  land  embraced  in  a 
pending  contest. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  January 

5,  I89I. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Patrick  R.  Ryan  from  your  office 
decision,  dated  April  11,  1889,  rejecting  his  application  to  enter,  under 
the  homestead  law,  lots  1  and  2,  Sec.  7,  T.  2  S.,  R.  2  VV.,  San  Francisco, 
California. 

His  application  was  made  February  25,  1889,  and  was  "  rejected  be- 
cause the  land  embraced  is  in  the  twenty-mile  limit  of  reservation  for 
the  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.'' 

An  appeal  having  been  taken  your  office  on  April  11, 1889,  affirmed 
the  action  of  the  local  office,  because  the  land  described  in  Ryan's  ap- 
plication is  embraced  in  the  case  of  Manuel  G.  Fie  v.  Central  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  now  pending  before  your  office. 

Applicant  appealed  to  this  Department. 

The  record  shows  that  there  was  filed  in  your  office  a  number  of 
affidavits  showing  that  the  lands  embraced  in  this  homestead  applica- 
tion have  been  occupied,  claimed  and  cultivated  by  parties  claiming 
the  same,  under  the  pre-emption  or  homestead  laws,  and  that  the  same 
was  so  occupied  and  claimed  by  settlers,  at  the  date  of  the  definite  lo- 
catioa  of  said  road  and  at  the  date  of  the  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of 
said  road.  These  affidavits  make  a  prima  facie  showing  at  least  that 
said  tracts  were  exempted  from  the  operation  of  said  withdrawal. 

Your  office  decision,  however,  is  correct.  Rule  53,  of  the  Rules  of 
Practice,  provides  that  after  a  contest  has  been  had  and  the  papers 
forwarded  to  your  office  "The  local  officers  will  thereafter  take  no  fur-^ 
ther  action  aitectiug  the  disposal  of  the  land  in  contest  until  instructed 
by  the  Commissioner." 

It  follows  that  the  land  embraced  in  Ryan's  application  being  in  con- 
troversy in  the  case  of  Fie  v.  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  the 
local  officers  did  right  in  rejecting  his  application. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
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OSAGE  LAND— RESIDENCE— ACTUAL  SETTLEMENT. 

DUSKNBERRY  t?.   WALL. 

Six  months  contiDuouB  residence  preceding  final  proof  is  not  required  of  the  par- 
chaser  of  Osage  laud,  but  ho  mnst  show  actual  settlement  by  acts  that  iodicate 
an  intent  to  take  the  laud  for  a  home  to  the  exclusion  of  one  elsew^here. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  5,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  George  W.  Diisenberry  v.  Drewery  S. 
Wall,  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  office  decision  of  May  17, 1889, 
on  which  you  hold  forcancellation  Osage  declaratory  statement  N'o.  9078, 
made  by  him  May  27,  1885,  for  the  N  W.  J  of  Sec.  35,  T.  28  S.,  R.  20  W., 
Lamed,  Kansas.    His  alleged  settlement  was  on  May  5,  of  that  3'ear. 

Wall  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement  No.  6207,  for  the  same  laud, 
November  6,  1884,  alleging  settlement  October  30,  1834 ;  on  March  23, 
1885,  he  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  final  proof  before  the  reg- 
ister and  receiver  on  May  25, 1885. 

On  May  1,  1885,  Dusenberry  filed  a  corroborated  affidavit,  protesting 
against  the  acceptance  of  Wall's  final  proof,  and  charged  that  defend- 
ant "  never  did  reside  upon  or  cultivate  any  portion  of  said  tract 

and  does  not  reside  upon  or  cultivate  the  same  at  the  present  time." 

Wall  made  his  final  proof  on  the  day  advertised. 

On  June  18, 1885,  a  hearing  was  ordered  on  plaintiflPs  protest.  Due 
notice  was  given,  and,  on  April  1,  1886,  the  register  and  receiver  found 
in  favor  of  the  defendant  April  17,  thereafter,  plaintiff  made  a  mo- 
tion for  a  new  trial,  which  was  overruled.    Thereupon,  he  appealed. 

On  August  14,  18S6,  your  office  ordered  a  rehearing.  Notice  was 
given  to  all  parties ;  depositions  were  taken,  and  case  again  closed,  and 
on  July  22, 1887,  the  register  and  receiver  again  found  in  favor  of  de- 
fendant, and  on  appeal  you  affirm  that  judgment. 

There  is  no  question  raised  as  to  defendant's  settlement  and  improve- 
ments. The  evideuce  discloses  that  he  is  an  actual  settler  on  the  land, 
and  has  made  valuable  improvements. 

Wall  went  on  the  land  in  1884;  he  was  unable  to  find  the  corners  of 
the  land,  and  he  joined  with  others  to  have  a  survey  made  of  that  and 
the  adjoining  tracts.  The  survey  was  completed,  and  about  October 
20,  1884,  he  settled  upon  the  tract,  building  a  sod-house.  This  house 
was  twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  with  double  board  roof,  one  door  and  one 
window.  He  also  broke  about  three  acres  of  ground  and  sowed  the 
same  to  rye  during  that  fall.  He  slept  a  part  of  the  time  in  that  house, 
during  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December  of  1884,  tak- 
ing his  meals  at  some  of  the  neighbors.  He  was  a  single  man.  While 
sleeping  in  his  house  he  contracted  a  severe  cold,  resulting  in  hem- 
orrhage, and  he  went  to  Batte  county,  Kansas,  for  treatment.    In  Feb- 
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niary,  1885,  he  returned  to  the  laud  and  erected  a  frame  house,  twelve 
by  fourteen  feet,  shingle  roof,  door,  two  windows,  and  board  floor.  He 
broke  and  cultivated  more  ground  and  planted  a  few  trees.  He  slept 
in  his  house  a  part  of  the  time ;  his  health  continued  very  poor.  He 
took  his  meals  as  before  with  the  neighbors  and  at  a  hotel  in  the  town 
of  Mulinville,  near  the  land.  The  winter  of  18S4  and  '85  was  very  se- 
vere, and  he  spent  considerable  time  at  the  hotel,  keeping  warm.  His 
health  becoming  precarious  again,  he  went  to  his  brother's  in  Butler 
county,  Kai»sas,  and  returned  again  to  the  land  May  5.  He  did  no 
cooking  on  his  land ;  his  reason  for  not  doing  so  was  because  his  health 
required  delicacies  which  he  could  not  prepare  himself.  He  swears^ 
that  he  had  no  other  home. 

These  improvements  were  made  long  before  plaintiff  filed  or  settled 
OQ  the  land.  Wall's  occupancy  of  the  land  was  not  continuous,  and  the 
protest  was  doubtless  made  because  he  did  not  eat  and  cook  aud  sleep 
on  the  place  continuously. 

His  qualifications  as  a  pre-emptor  are  not  denied.  The  act  relating 
to  the  Osage  trust  and  diminished  reserve  lands,  approved  May  28, 
1880  (21  Stat.,  143),  provides  in  its  second  section  that  said  lands,  '^  re- 
maining unsold,"  ^<  shall  be  subject  to  disposal  to  actual  settlers  only 
having  the  qualifications  of  preemptors  on  the  public  lands." 

^^An  actual  settler  is  one  who  goes  upon  the  public  lands  with  the  in. 
tention  of  making  it  his  home  under  the  settlement  laws,  and  does  some 
act  in  execution  of  aucn  intention."  Uni  ted  States  et  al,  t\  Atterbery 
et  al.,  S  L.  D.,  17.'3.  While  six  months  continuous  residence  next  preced- 
ing 'ate  of  proof  would  be  corroborative,  if  not  positive  proof  of  actual 
settlement  on  Osage  lands,  yet  such  continuous  residence  is  not  an  es- 
sential requirement.    Circular,  April  2G,  1887,  5  L.  D.,  580. 

So  that,  while  the  settler  on  Osage  lands  must  have  all  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  pre-emptor,  neither  the  statute,  nor  the  rules  of  this  Depart- 
ment require  *^in  evidence  of  the  genuineness  of  settlement,  that  six 
months  of  actual  residence  shall  be  passed  before  proof  and  payment." 
But  it  is  essential  that  the  settlement  be  shown  to  be  actual  and  bona 
fide. 

The  settler  must  go  upon  the  land  with  the  the  intention  of  making 
it  his  home.  The  mere  verbal  expression  of  that  intention  is  not  suffi- 
cient. "  He  must  do  some  act  in  execution  of  that  intention"  *'  suffi- 
cient to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  public."  United  States  et  a/. t?.  Atter- 
bery et  al.j  8  L.  D.,  173. 

The  number  of  days  he  has  actually  spent  on  the  land,  the  quality, 
value,  and  extent  of  his  furniture  and  cookinsf  apparatus;  the  extent 
of  bis  cultivation  ;  the  number  or  days  he  has  been  absent,  the  causes 
therefor — may  all  be  shown,  but  only  in  proof  of  one  fact  and  in  answer 
to  one  question  :  "  Is  he  an  actual  settler  ?  " 

Claimants  for  Osage  lands  are  require<l  to  tile  a  <leclaratory  state- 
ment within  three  months  from  <late  of  settlement,  and  to  make  proof 
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and  payment  within  six  months  from  date  of  filing.  They  may,  how- 
ever, make  proof  and  payment  in  less  than  six  months  after  filing,  on 
showing  the  necessary  qualifications  as  a  pre-emptor,  and  that  they 
have  made  an  actaal  buna  fide  settlement  on  the  land.  It  must  also 
appear  that  the  land  is  taken  for  the  homo  of  the  entryman.  li.  II. 
Smith,  11  L.  D.,  26S;  Finan  v.  Meeker,  idem.,  319.  It  follows  also  that 
it  must  be  his  home  to  the  exclusion  of  a  home  elsewhere. 

The  hearing  in  this  case  was  largely  directed  to  the  issue  as  to 
whether  the  entryman  had  maintained  a  continuous  residence,  after 
settlement.  Had  the  filing  been  on  lands  subject  to  the  general  pre- 
emption laws,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  residence  would  have  been 
sufficient  in  point  of  duration.  But,  since  the  only  question  involved 
is,  whether  the  entryman  is  '*  an  actual  settler"  (United  States  v.  Wood- 
bury et  aLy  5  L.  D.,  303),  and  since  the  evidence  on  that  point  is  con- 
flicting, and  since  the  register  and  receiver  twice  found  that  issue 
in  favor  of  the  entryman,  and  that  finding  was  sustained  in  your  said 
office  decision,  I  do  not,  on  the  record  before  me,  feel  justified  in  dis- 
turbing the  judgment  appealed  from,  which  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
Chichester  v.  Allen,  9  L.  D.,  302;  Scott  v.  King,  idem.,  299. 


PRACTICE-DEATH  OF  DEFENDANT-APPEARANCE-EVIDEXCE. 

Smith  v.  Washburn. 

On  the  death  of  the  entryman  and  sahstitiition  of  his  widow  as  defendant  she  is  en- 
titled to  notice,  and  must  be  bronghr  into  court  either  through  process  of  law,  or 
voluntary  appearance. 

An  appearance  entered  in  general  terms,  and  without  words  of  limitation,  or  expres- 
sion of  intention  to  dispute  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  office,  cannot  be  qualified 
in  its  effect  by  the  subsequent  allegation  that  it  was  for  a  special  purpose. 

It  is  within  the  discretiouary  authority  of  the  local  office  to  allow  the  introduction 
of  additional  testimony  by  the  contestant,  after  the  evidence  for  the  claimant  has 
been  submitted. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  5, 1891. 

On  March  24,  1883,  John  E.  Washburn  made  homestead  entry  No. 
5140  for  the  NE.  \  SE.  \  and  W.  ^  SE.  i,  Sec.  28,  and  the  N\V.  J  NE.  i, 
Sec.  3:5,  T.  5  N.,  li.  70  W.,  Denver  Colorado.  July  24,  1886,  John  K. 
Smith  tiled  an  affidavit  of  contest  against  said  entry,  charging  abandon- 
ment. 

Notice  issued  the  same  day,  summoning  the  defendant  to  appear  and 
answer  to  said  charge  at  the  office  of  the  register  and  receiver  in  Den- 
ver, on  the  28th  day  of  August,  lS8li.  The  return  on  the  said  notice  is 
as  follows: 

John  R.  Smith,  beln^  duly  sworn,  upon   his  oath  says  that  he  served  the  notice  of 
which  the  within  is  a  true  copy  «»u  the  'Joth  day  of  July  A.  D.  HSB,  by  delivering  to 
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Mrs.  Washburn,  a  member  of  the  family  of  the  within  named  John  E.  Washbnro,  over 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  a  true  copy  of  said  notice  at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of 
said  John  £.  Washburn  in  Bonlder  county,  Colorado,  and  that  the  said  Mrs.  Wash- 
born  at  the  time  of  the  delivering  of  said  notice  represented  that  the  said  John  £. 
Washburn  was  ill  and  requested  that  said  notice  should  be  delivered  to  her. 

John  R.  Smith. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  August  A.  D.  Ift-^G. 

J.  M.  Ellis. 

Beceiver. 

On  the  15th  of  Augast,  before  the  day  set  for  the  hearing,  Washburn, 
the  defendant,  died.  On  the  28th,  the  day  of  hearing,  the  record  shows 
the  following  proceedings : 

Proof  of  service  of  notice  of  hearing  made  and  filed.  And  thereupon  contestant  by 
his  attorney  suggests  the  death  of  claimant  after  service  of  notice,  aud  asks  that  the 
action  proceed  against  Albina  Washburn,  his  widow. 

And  thereupon  comeB.  L.  Carr,  F.  P.  Secor  and  Daniel  Witter,  attorneys  at  law, 
and  enter  their  written  appearance  as  attorneys  in  this  cause  for  Albina  Washburn, 
^idow  of  JoLn  E.  Washburn. 

And  thereupon  comes  the  said  Albina  Washburn  by  her  attorneys  and  files  her 
written  motion  to  dismiss  said  contest'for  the  reasons  stated  therein. 

And  therenpon  the  said  motion  coming  on  to  be  heard  before  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver and  argument  of  counsel  being  heard  and  it  appearing  to  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver that  the  said  Albina  Washburn  had  prior  to  the  filing  of  said  motion  to  dismiss 
entered  her  general  appearance  in  said  cause  by  her  attorneys,  and  it  being  within 
the  personal  knowledge  of  the  receiver  that  F.  P.  Secor,  one  of  the  attorneys  of  said 
claimant,  had  in  her  presence  and  in  the  presence  of  the  receiver  and  of  the  attorneys 
for  contestant,  stated  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  John  E.  Washburn  had  in  his 
lifetime  and  on  the  day  mentioned,  and  in  the  manner  mentioned  by  contestant  in  his 
affidavit  to  the  service  of  such  notice,  received  said  notice,  and  the  said  attorney  hav- 
ing then  in  the  presence  of  the  receiver,  and  prior  to  the  filing  of  said  motion  to  dis- 
miss, verbally  waved  the  rights  of  his  client  on  account  of  any  defect  in  the  proof  of 
service  by  contestant,  and  having  stat.ed  that  no  objection  would  be  taken  on  account 
thereof,  and  the  ^id  Albina  Washburn  having  at  the  same  time  admitted  that  she 
had  received  the  notice  from  the  contestant  on  the  date  and  in  the  manner  stated  by 
him,  and  having  further  stated  that  she  had  immediately  on  receiving  it  handed  it  to 
her  husband,  John  £.  Washburn,  the  said  motion  is  overrnled,  with  leave  nevertheless 
to  claimant  to  apply  for  a  continuance.    To  which  action  of  the  register  and  receiver 
in  refusing  to  dismiss  said  contest  claimant  by  her  attorneys  objects  and  excepts. 

And  thereupon  the  claimant  declining  to  apply  for  a  continuance  of  this  cause,  the 
parties  respectively  announce  themselves  ready  for  the  hearing  thereof,  and  contest- 
ant to  support  the  issues  in  his  own  b^aif  is  sworn,  etc. 

The  written  appearance  of  the  attorneys  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
is  in  this  language : 


John  R.  Smith  (  Before  the  Register  and  Receiver 

vi.  2     of  the  IJ.  S.  Land  Office  at 

John  E.  Washburn.  (     Denver,  Colorado. 

Involving  title  to  H.  r)140  of  said  Washburn  for  (here  follows  description  of  laud). 

We  hereby  enter  our  appearance  as  attoru^^ys  in  the  above  entitled  caime  for  Albina 

Wajshburn,  widow  of  J.  E.  Washburn. 

B.  L  Cahu  At  F.  P.  Skcor, 

and  Daxiki.  Wittku. 
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The  reasons  stated  in  the  motion  to  dismiss  are — 

Ist.  Because  the  notice  wiis  not  Si^rved  in  accordance  with  Practice  Rule  No.  uiue. 
'Jd.  Because  John  E.  Washburn,  the  claimant,  died  between  the  date  of  the  affida- 
vit of  contest  and  the  day  of  trial. 

The  examination  of  the*  witnesses  was  proceeded  with  until  and  in- 
cluding the  Istday  of  September,  when  by  agreement  of  all  parties  the 
hearing  was  continued  until  the  9th  day  of  the  same  month.  On  said 
day  contestant  filed  a  motion,  supported  by  his  affidavit  and  that  of  his 
attorney,  to  be  allowe<l  to  "offer further  testimony  by  10  o'clock  on  the 
10th  September,  1S8G,  as  to  the  residence  of  claimant,  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  south  of  Loveland.^ 

The  contestant's  affidavit  in  support  of  this  motion  was  to  the  effect 
that  at  the  commeuci»ment  of  the  hearing  he  had  been  informed  that  he 
ought  to  have  brought  witnesses,  showing  that  claimant  had  maintained 
his  residence  at  a  place  other  than  on  the  homestead ;  that  before  the 
trial  he  bad  supposed  that  he  had  only  to  bring  witnesses  residing  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  land  in  dispute  to  show  lack  of  residence  there- 
on by  claimant. 

The  affidavit  of  the  attorney  was  corroborative  of  that  of  contestant 
The  motion  was  allowcMl,  and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  testimony  on 
the  part  ot  claimant  the  contestant  introduced  one  Seaman,  whose  evi- 
dence tended  to  show  the  residence  of  claimant  on  his  farm  south  of 
Loveland  ten  miles  froui  the  land  in  dispute. 

After  the  hearing  the  register  and  receiver  rendered  their  decision 
recommending  ihat  the  entry  be  canceled. 

Mrs.  Washburn  appealed,  and  on  November  20,  1888,  your  office  re- 
versed tin*-  decision  of  the  local  officers,  upou  the  ground  of  the  illegality 
of  the  service  of  notice  on  Washburn  in  his  lifetime,  and  remanded  the 
case  for  a  rehearing,  with  notice  to  the  widow. 

Contestant  tiled  a  motion  for  a  review  ot  this  decision  of  your  office^ 
and  upon  a  further  and  more  careful  inspection  of  the  record  of  your 
office  snstaine<l  said  motion,  recalled  the  order  for  a  rehearing,  and  on 
the  evidence  submitted  affiruied  the  tlecision  of  the  registerand  receiver, 
and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation.  This  decision  of  your  office  was 
r.  lulered  May  2,  1889,  and  it  is  from  this  decision  that  Mrs.  Washburn, 
widow  of  claiujant,  now  a|>i>eais,  claiming  that  the  register  and  receiver 
obtaine<l  no  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  defendant  Washburn  in  his 
lifetime  by  reason  of  the  alleged  <lefective  service  of  notice,  and  that 
there  was  no  service  of  notice  on  the  widow,  nor  appearance  by  her  to 
the  action,  and  also  that  it  was  error  to  allow  the  contestant's  motion 
for  the  additional  testimony  of  Seaman  ;  also  that  the  evidence  did  not 
justify  the  cancellation  of  the  entry. 

On  the  death  of  the  claimant,  the  widow,  at  the  siiggestion  of  the 
entrymini  being  substitute*!  as  defendant,  was  entitled  to  notice.  She 
is  the  party  in  interest,  and  to  obtain  jurisdiction,  must  be  brought  into 
court,  either  through  process  of  law  or  by  her  voluntary  appearance. 
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And  this  mast  be  doue  whether  her  hasbaud  in  his  lifetime  was  properly 
served  with  notice  or  not.  It  is,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  unnecessary 
to  discass  the  legality  of  the  service  on  him. 

Then  the  only  jurisdictional  question  is,  was  the  widow  of  claimant 
properly  before  the  register  and  receiver  ?  The  record  shows  that  on 
the  day  fixed  for  the  hearing  (2dth  of  August),  the  contestant  suggested 
the  death  of  John  E.  Washburn  and  asked  that  the  action  be  revived  in 
the  name  of  his  widow. 

Thereupon  she,  by  her  attorneys,  enters  a  general  appearance  in  the 
case,  as  heretofore  noted,  and  immediately  files  a  motion  to  dismiss  the 
action  for  want  of  legal  service  upon  Washburn.  This  motion  comes 
too  late. 

It  will  be  observed  that  their  appearance  for  Albina  Washburn  con- 
tains no  words  of  limitation,  nor  discloses  any  design  to  dispute  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  register  and  receiver.  There  is  no  claim  upon  her 
part  that  these  attorneys  had  no  authority  to  represent  her,  and  they 
will  not,  after  having  entered  a  general  appearance  of  this  character, 
be  heard  to  qualify  the  same  on  this  showing.  To  hold  that  this  was 
an  appearance  of  her  attorneys  for  some  ulterior  purpose,  and  not  a 
general  appearance  by  her,  would  be  to  stultify  the  record. 

The  only  remaining  question  is,  was  it  reversible  error  for  the  local 
officers,  after  the  defendant  had  rested  her  case,  to  allow  the  contest- 
ant to  introduce  the  witness,  Seaman,  to  prove  the  residence  of  the 
claimant  elsewhere  than  on  the  homestead  in  dispute?  I  do  not  think 
so.  In  the  interest  of  substantial  justice,  as  much  discretion  should  be 
allowed  the  local  officers  in  the  introduction  of  testimony  on  trials  be- 
fore them,  as  is  given  nisi  prius  courts,  and  no  one  will  contend  that 
such  tribunals  can  not  exercise  the  discretion  that  was  used  in  this 
case.  Besides  no  showing  is  attempted  to  be  made  that  Mrs.  Wash- 
burn was  prejudiced  by  such  action.  To  my  mind,  this  objection  is 
more  technical  than  substantial,  and  will  not  warrant  a  reversal  of  the 
judgment. 

The  evidence  abundantly  shows  that  the  defendant  in  his  lifetime 
never  established  a  bona  fide  residence  on  the  land,  but  used  it  as  head- 
quarters for  a  dairy  and  stock  ranch  while  his  actual  residence  was  ten 
miles  distant.  The  widow,  though  present  at  the  trial,  refused  to  tes- 
tify in  the  case,  though  called  upon  by  the  plaintifi'  in  his  own  behalf. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  the  record,  I  find  no  reason  for  disturb- 
ing your  judgment,  and  it  is  therefore  affirmed. 
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RAILROAD  INDEMNITY  SELECTION— PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM. 

Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Flippen. 

A  pre-emption  filing  should  not  be  received  for  land  involved  in  a  rnjected  railroad 
selection  pending  on  appeal ;  nor  Hhould  any  action  be  taken  with  reference  to 
land  in  snch  statns  without  special  notice  to  the  company. 

Where  a  filing  has  been  allowed  for  land  thus  reserved,  and  final  proof  submitted 
thereon,  the  Gling  and  proof  should  be  suspended  until  final  disposition  of  the 
pending  appeal,  and  the  pre-emptor  allowed  to  intervene  under  the  rules  of 
practice. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  January 

5,  1891. 

I  have  cousulered  the  case  of  the  Southeru  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
V.  Nancy  A.  Flippen,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  former  from  the 
decision  of  your  office  dated  May  27,  1889,  rejecting  its  claim  for  the  S. 
i  of  the  S\V.  i  of  Sec.  15,  T.  25  S.,  R.  30  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  Visalia,  Cali- 
fornia, and  allowing  Nancy  A.  Flippen  to  pre-empt  said  tract,  with  oth- 
ers in  the  even  sections,  upon  which,  in  her  declaratory  statement,  she 
alleged  settlement  January  1,  1886. 

Said  decision  states  that  ^'  the  tract  in  the  odd-numbered  section  is 
within  the  restored  indemnity  limits  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company's  grant  under  the  act  of  July  27,  1866  "  (14  Stat.,  292) ;  that 
said  company,  on  December  9,  1885,  tiled  list  No.  23  of  indemnity  selec- 
tions embracing  the  tract  in  controversy,  which  was  rejected  by  the 
local  otficers  "for  non-compliance  with  the  rules  relating  thereto,"  and 
an  appeal  taken  from  their  action  to  your  office;  that, Mrs.  Flippen, 
after  notice  by  publication,  made  final  proof,  which  shows  that  she  set- 
tled on  her  claim  in  January,  1885,  and  resided  thereon  continuously  up 
to  October  4,  1886,  cultivating  and  improving  the  same;  and  that  upon 
the  decision  of  the  local  officers  that  she  should  be  allowed  to  perfect 
her  claim,  the  company  duly  appealed. 

Your  office  decided  that  Mrs.  Flippen  was  an  actual  settler  residing 
upon  the  land  when  the  company  applied  to  select  the  same;  that  her 
improvements  were  such  an  appropriation  of  the  land  as  would  defeat 
the  company's  right  of  selection,  and  accordingly  affirmed  the  action  of 
the  local  office. 

The  company  insists  in  its  appeal  that,  at  the  date  when  Mrs.  Flippen 
alleged  settlement  on  said  tract,  and  long  prior  thereto,  the  land  was 
reserved  from  settlement  and  entry  by  the  withdrawal  of  October  27, 
1874;  that  the  company's  said  appUcation  to  vselect  said  tract  had  the 
efl'ect  of  an  entry,  and,  while  the  appeal  was  pending,  said  land  was 
not  subject  to  preemption  settlement  and  eniry;  that  tiie  company 
having  a  selection  of  record  was  entitled  to  special  notice  when  the 
pre-emptor  proi)osed  to  offer  her  final  proof. 

It  is  quite  evident,  under  the  rulings  of  the  Department,  that  the  pre- 
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emptiou  filing  of  Mrs.  Flippeii  should  not  have  been  allowed  while  the 
company's  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  local  office  rejecting  its  select- 
ion was  pending  in  your  office  undecided.  (Rule  of  Practice  53,  4  L. 
D.,  43  ;  Stroud  v.  de  Wolf,  4  L.  D.,  394;  Bailey  v.  Townsend,  5  L.  D., 
176 ;  Austin  v.  Thomas,  6  L.  D.,  330 ;  Laflfoon  v.  Artis,  9  L.  D.,  279 ; 
Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Halverson,  10  L.  D.,  15 ;  Lehman  r.  Snow, 
11  L.  D.,  539. 

The  lauds  within  the  indemnity  limits  having  been  restored,  the  right 
to  file  for  said  tract  depends  upon  the  validity  of  the  selection  of  the 
company.  If  that  is  invalid  for  any  reason,  then  Mrs.  Flippen  can  be 
permitted  to  make  pre-emption  entry  of  the  land.  The  company  having 
an  appeal  pending  involving  its  right  to  said  traet,  no  action  could  be 
taken  without  special  notice  to  it.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Go.  v.  Reed, 
4  L.  D.,  25G.  Indeed,  the  proper  practice  is  to  suspend  the  filing  and 
proof  until  the  final  disposition  of  the  appeal  of  said  company  now 

*  

pending  before  your  office.  Mrs.  Flippen,  however,  may  be  allowed  to 
intervene  under  the  rules  of  practice. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  modified  and  the  preemp- 
tion  claim  of  Mrs.  Flippen  will  be  suspended  until  final  action  upon  the 
appeal  of  the  company. 


RAILROAD  INDEMNITY  SELECTION— PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM. 

Henslby  I?.  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Ry.  Co. 

The  rt(;lir  to  take  a  tract  of  land  as  indemnity  is  determined  by  its  status  at  the  date 

of  selection  and  not  at  date  of  withdrawal. 
Land  exce|>ted  from  withdrawal  by  the  existence  of  a  ore-emption  claim   is  not 

exclnded  thereby  from  subseqaeut  selection ^  if  at  the  date  thereof,  such  claim 

has  expired  and  is  abandoned. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Janu- 
ary 5,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  W.  F.  Hensley  v.  Missouri,  Kansas  and 
Texas  Railway  Company,  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision 
of  July  12,  1889,  rejecting  his  application  to  make  homestead  entry  for 
the  S.^  of  the  SB.  i  of  Sec.  10  and  the  N.  J  of  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  15,  T. 
26  S.,  R.  14  "B.,  Topeka,  Kansas  land  district. 

The  statement  of  facts  made  in  said  decision  is  supported  by  the  rec- 
ord and  is  not  denied  or  criticised  by  theappellant.  It  is  simply  insisted 
on  appeal  that  because  the  land  was  at  the  date  of  the  order  of  with- 
drawal covered  by  the  filing  of  a  qualified  pre-emptor  who  had  made 
actual  settlement  thereon,  it  was  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the 
grant  and  the  withdrawal  therefor. 

It  .is  clear  that  the  land  covered  by  such  settlement  was  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  the  withdrawal  and  that  it  was  until  selection 
by  the  company  subject  to  ap])ropriatiou  as  public  land.     The  right  to 
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take  a  tract  of  land  as  indemnity  is  determined  by  its  statas  at  the  date 
of  selection  and  not  at  date  of  withdrawal. 

Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Ey.  Go.  v.  Beal  (10  L.  D.,  504). 

The  claims  which  served  to  work  the  exception  from  the  withdrawal 
had,  however,  expired  and,  as  shown  by  the  evidence  been  abandoned 
long  prior  to  the  application  of  the  company  to  select  the  tracts  as  in- 
demnity, and  were  not  therefore  sufficient  to  prevent  such  selection 
thereof  by  the  company.  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  and  St.  Paul  Ry.  Co. 
V.  Amundson  (8  L.  D.,  201);  Allers  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (9  L. 
D.,  462). 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


PUE-EMPTIOX-ALIENATION  AFTER  ENTRY. 

United  States  v.  Sbarls. 

« 

One  who  settles  on  laud  in  good  faith/ and  subsequently  complies  with  the  require- 
ments of  law,  intending  to  make  the  land  his  home,  is  not  disqualified  as  a  pre- 
euiptor  by  the  fact  that  through  a  change  of  circumstances  he  ha<l  formed  au 
intention  to  sell  prior  to  the  submission  of  final  proof. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandlsr  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  6, 1891. 

On  May  5,1882,  Alvin  T.  Searls  filed  his  declaratory  statement  for  the 
S.  J  SW.  i  Sec.  7,  and  N.  ^  NVV.  i  Sec.  IS,  T.  97  N.,  B.  61  W.,  Yank- 
ton,  Dakota. 

He  offered  his  final  proof  before  the  register  and  receiver  on  April 
26, 1883,  and  the  same  whs  accepted,  and  final  certificates  duly  issued. 

The  improvements  consisting  of  a  house,  stable,  and  five  acres 
broken,  were  valued  at  $150.  No  crops  (except  hay)  were  raised,  and 
the  residence  was  shown  to  be  continuous. 

Special  Agent  Thomas  M.  James  examined  the  premises  October  25, 
and  26, 1885,  and  reported  the  land  in  possession  of  Isaac  W.  Seaman, 
to  whom  it  was  Conveyed  the  day  after  said  entry ;  that  the  land  was 
enclosed  by  Seaman  for  a  stock-range  in  the  spring  of  1884 ;  that  the 
improvements  consisted  of  a  sod  shanty  twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  built 
in  1881  by  said  Seaman,  less  than  three  acres  broken — the  breaking 
being  done  for  a  fire  guard  for  protection  ot  Seaman's  stock-range  ;  no 
crops ;  no  residence  ever  established ;  was  employed  by  Seaman  in 
Tyndall,  Dakota,  and  lived  twenty-five  miles  away  from  the  land ;  had 
agreement  to  convey  the  land  after  proof  should  be  made  to  Seaman, 
receiving  fifty  dollars  for  his  right.  The  evidence  on  which  he  made 
his  report  was  the  declarations  of  one  John  Musser,  of  Denmark,  Iowa; 
that  he  was  present  and  heard  the  contract  between  claimant  and  Sea; 
man  ]  that  claimant  had  no  furniture,  and  that  the  fraud  was  wilful. 

The  entry  was  accordingly  held  for  cancellation,  March  11, 1886,  and 
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on  the  application  of  said  Seaman  a  hearing  was  ordered  January  12, 
1887,  and  the  same  was  had  and  concluded  July  13,  1888,  the  govern- 
ment being  represented  by  Special  Agent  Braly  and  the  claimant  and 
transferee  appearing  in  person. 

The  register  and  receiver,  while  finding  that  the  cbarges  of  the  special 
agent  were  not  fully  sustained,  yet  recommended  the  cancellation  of 
the  entry,  saying: 

Althougli  the  improvements  were  meager,  snob  fact  in  itself  does  not  indicate  an 
attempt  to  obtain  title  to  land  witbont  making  tbe  same  bis  actual  borne,  we  are  con- 
strained to  believe  bowever  tbat  bis  action  in  selling  tbe  land  immediateiy  after 
proof,  coupled  witb  his  own  statement  tbat  be  bad  prior  to  proof  concluded  to  sell 
the  tract  and  return  to  Iowa,  and  tbe  furtber  facs  tbat  be  was  in  tbe  employment  of 
ibe  subsequent  transferee  or  grantee  dnriog  a  great  part  of  tbe  time  of  bis  alleged 
residence  tbereon,  fails  to  establisb  tbe  entryman's  good  faitb  in  tbe  premises,  and 
tbat  his  entry  is  not  of  such  a  character  as  contemplated  by  law.     While  the  incep- 
tion of  the  entry  may  have  been  in  good  faitb,  tbe  claimant's  admission  tbat  when 
be  beamed  tbat  his  brother  would  not  leave  Iowa  and  remove  to  Dakota,  be  deter- 
mined to  sell  as  soon  as  proof  wan  made,  and  tbe  fact  be  did  sell  tbe  day  after  proof 
was  made  leaves  no  doubt  tbat  tbe  consummation  of  tbe  entry  was  speculative  and 
not  for  tbe  purpose  of  procuring  a  home. 

In  your  decision  you  find  that  the  original  filing  was  in  Seaman's  in- 
terest, and  because  the  claimant  ''  was  in  search  of  a  purchaser  before 
he  made  final  proof,"  he  thereby  became  disqualified  for  making  such 
final  proof. 

I  have  carefully  reviewed  the  testimony.  The  evidence  taken  at  the 
hearing  fails  to  sustain  the  agent's  charges  in  several  important  par- 
ticulars. The  house  was  a  stone  house,  built  two  or  three  years  before 
the  filing  was  made  by  one  Goats,  it  was  never  occupied  until  claimant 
movecl  into  it.  When  he  made  his  filing  the  house  was  badly  out  of 
repair,  the  stones  had  fallen  from  the  sides  and  corners,  the  roof  needed 
fixing  and  the  floor  leveled.  He  made  the  necessary  repairs,  discovered 
a  spring  of  water  and  fixed  it  for  use,  and  built  a  stable.  The  improve- 
ments are  shown  to  be  fully  worth  $150 — the  amount  estimated  in  final 
proof.  His  residence  was  practically  continuous ;  he  had  the  necessary 
furniture  in  his  house,  and  the  evidence  fails  to  show  that  he  agreed 
to  convey  the  land  before  he  made  final  proof.  In  all  this  the  report  of 
the  special  agent  was  not  sustained.  Claimant  swears  he  made  the 
entry  in  his  own  interest,  and  there  is  no  ev^idence  whatever  to  sustain 
your  finding  that  the  original  filing  was  in  Seaman's  interest.  It  can 
ouly  b^  inferred  from  the  fact  that  Seaman,  who  had  known  him  from 
boyhood,  showed  him  the  land,  that  claimant  was  employed  by  Seaman 
for  about  half  the  time  from  the  filing  to  date  of  final  proof,  and  that 
tbe  land  was  deeded  to  Seaman  the  day  after  proof  was  made. 

Claimant  was  a  poor  man,  and  was  compelled  to  work  for  others  for 
his  support  and  for  means  to  improve  his  land;  and  his  temporary 
absence  for  such  purposes  did  not  break  thecontinuity  of  his  residence. 

He  swears  he  made  the  filing  in  his  own  interest,  and  had  no  agreement 
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that  the  title  he  might  acquire  should  inure  to  the  benefit  of  any  one 
else ;  that  he  resided  on  the  land  continuously  and  had  uo  other  home. 
He  further  says : 

I  filed  oil  my  land  in  the  spring  of  1882,  and  then  went  back  to  Iowa,  thinking  my 
brother  would  come,  and  I  was  t/O  bring  ray  sister  so  I  could  get  ready  to  take  up  my 
residence;  my  brother  changed  his  mind  and  would  not  come,  and  I  brought  out  my 
sister  and  she  got  homesick,  and  I  got  tired  of  the  country  and  concluded  to  sell  and 
go  back  to  Iowa.  This  was  in  the  spring  of  1883.  I  made  the  agreement  with  Sea- 
man the  next  day  after  the  entry.  I  had  been  talking  to  different  parties  about  selling 
my  place  before  I  had  proved  up.  I  had  talked  to  Mr.  Seaman  about  selling  him  the 
place  before  I  made  my  proof.  When  I  made  my  proof  I  intended  to  make  the  land 
my  home,  if  I  could  not  sell  it.  I  talked  to  Mr.  Seaman  about  selling  my  land  before 
final  proof  and  the  day  following  I  made  the  trade,  but  not  in  terms  we  had  talked 
about.    I  know  I  had  the  land  for  sale  when  I  proved  up. 

Sec.  2262  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  among  other  things,  provides  as 
follows : 

Before  any  person is  allowed  to  enter  lands  he  shall  make  oath 

that  he  has  not  settled  upon  and  improved  such  lands  to  sell  the  same 

on  speculation,  but  in  good  faith  to  appropriate  it  to  his  own  exclusive  use.  and  that 
he  has  not  directly  or  indirectly  made  any  agreement  or  contract  in  any  way  or  manner 
with  any  person  whatever  by  which  the  title  which  he  might  acquire  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Unitetl  States  should  inure  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  bf^nefit  of  any  per- 
son except  himself. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  claimant  settled  upon  this  land  for  specu- 
lative purposes.  He  swears  to  the  contrary.  Nor  is  there  any  evidence 
that  he  made  any  contract  to  sell  the  land  before  he  made  final  proof; 
he  swears  to  the  contrary.  But  he  had  talked  about  selling  the  land 
before  he  made  final  proof  to  Mr.  Seaman  and  "different  persons,"  and 
he  swears  that  when  he  made  his  proof  he  intended  to  reside  on  the 
land,  ''  if  he  could  not  sell  it." 

The  incident  of  his  going  after  his  brother,  and  of  his  bringing  his 
sister  from  Iowa  to  Dakota  (after  his  filing)  "  so  I  could  get  ready  to 
take  up  my  residence,"  strongly  indicates  his  good  faith  in  filing  on  the 
land.  The  failure  of  his  brother's  coming  and  the  homesickness  of  his 
sister  "caused  him  in  March  1883  to  conclude  to  sell  and  go  back  to 
Iowa." 

The  sole  inquiry  therefore  is,  whether  one  can  in  good  faith  make 
final  ])roof  in  a  pre  emption  claim,  who  before  and  at  the  time  he  sub- 
mits such  proof  "  has  concluded  to  sell "  if  he  can  find  a  purchaser,  but 
who  intends  to  make  the  land  his  home  "  if  he  can  not  sell." 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record  which  impeaches  theentryman's'state- 
ments  made  in  his  final  affidavit,  as  required  by  Sec.  2262  of  the  lie- 
vised  Statutes. 

In  the  case  of  Edward  C.  Ballew  (8  L.  D-,  508),  I  find  this  statement: 
"  But  a  change  of  circumstances  after  settlement  and  before  proof  may 
be  such  as  to  render  the  making  of  final  proof  at  a  particular  time  in 
order  to  go  away  from  the  land  entirely  compatible  with  good  faith." 

The  change  of  the  circumstances  which  induced  the  intention  to  sell 
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took  place  jast  before  the  proof  was  made,  and  could  not  be  foreseen  at 
date  of  filing  and  daring  the  time  of  residence  and  improvements.  He 
did  not  sell  or  agree  to  sell  before  he  made  proof.  After  he  made  proof 
he  had  a  legal  right  to  sell,  and  the  fact  that  he  had  formed  the  inten- 
tion of  selling  before  proof  is  not  inconsistent  with  good  faith  or  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  law.  Had  he  gone  on  the  land  with  the  inten- 
tion of  discontinuing  his  residence  and  selling  the  same  when  proof 
should  be  made,  although  his  subsequent  residence  and  improvements 
might  fulfill  the  letter  of  the  law,  his  good  faith  would  be  wanting  and 
the  entry  should  be  canceled.  (Sydney  F.  Thompson,  8  L.  D.,  285). 
But  he  did  not  do  this;  on  the  couti'ary,  his  good  faith  at  date  of  filing 
and  up  to  the  time  of  the  final  proof  is  manifest. 

For  the  reasons  above  given,  I  reverse  your  decision  and  direct  that 
the  final  proof  be  received  and  patent  issued. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  DBPOSIT-ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1870. 

Martin  Kirby. 

A  certificate  issned  on  a  deposit  made  to  secure  a  survey,  is  assignable  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1679,  whether  issued  before  or  after  the  passage 
ot  said  act. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  January  6,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Martin  Kirby  from  your  oflBce  de- 
cision dated  October  22, 1889,  refusing  to  accept  a  certificate  of  deposit 
issued  October  12,  1872,  as  part  payment  for  lot  20,  Sec.  5,  SE  J  of  SE 
J  Sec  6,  and  N  i  of  NE  J  Sec.  7,  T.  5  S.,  E.  20  E.,  Stockton,  California. 

The  record  shows  that  the  certificate  in  question  was  a  triplicate  cer- 
tificate of  deposit,  No.  243,  dated  October  12,  1871,  for  $100,  deposited 
with  the  United  States  Assistant  Treasurer  at  San  Francisco,  Oali- 
fomia,  by  J.  P.  Thompson.  It  was  deposited  by  Thompson  on  account 
of  field  and  office  work  for  the  survey  of  township  No.  5,  the  same  in 
which  thib  land  is  located,  and  was  tendered  by  Martin  Kirby  Septem- 
ber 30, 1889;  Kirby  is  a  settler  under  the  pre-emption  law  in  that  town- 
ship. The  local  officers  refused  to  accept  the  certificate,  but,  in  accord- 
ance with  paragraph  21,  page  59,  of  the  general  circular  from  the  Land 
Office,  issued  January  1,  1889,  enclosed  the  certificate  to  your  office  for 
examination.    Said  paragraph  reads  as  follows : 

Certificates  issued  prior  to  March  3,  1879,  can  be  used  only  by  tlie  settlers  in  the 
pnrcbase  of  lands  in  the  township,  the  surveying  of  which  was  paid  for  ont  of  such 
deposits;  but  they  must  be  transmitted  to  this  office  for  examination  as  to  excess 
repayments,  if  any,  before  they  can  be  accepted  by  the  receiver,  who  will  be  governed 
by  the  certificates  indorsed  on  or  attached  to  them  by  this  office. 
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Yoar  office,  upon  examination  of  said  certificate,  on  October  22,  L889, 
informed  the  local  office  that  it  had  been  compared  with  the  records  of 
yonr  office  and  found  to  be  genuine  and  receivable  in  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars  in  payment  for  public  lands,  in  accordance  with  para- 
graph 22  of  the  circular  issued  from  your  office  June  24, 1885,  3  L.  D.^ 
599,  which  is  as  follows  : 

Certificates  issaed  before  March  3,  1879,  can  be  used  oaly  by  tho  settlers  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  in  the  township  the  surveying  of  which  was  paid  for  out  of  sucb 
deposits. 

You,  however,  refused  to  accept  the  certificate  because  it  was  issued 
before  March  3, 1879,  and  is  not  assignable.  The  claimant  has  appealed 
from  your  judgment  to  this  Department,  averring  that  "  your  office  de- 
cision is  contrary  to  law." 

This  certificate  was  issued  under  the  provisions  of  sections  2401,  2402 
and  2403  of  the  Kevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States.  Section  2403 
provides  that: 

Where  settlers  make  deposits  iu  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  twenty- 
four  hundred  and  seven  (one),  the  amount  so  deposited  shall  go  in  part  payment  for 
their  lands  situated  in  the  townships,  the  surveying  of  which  is  paid  for  out  of  8ucb 
deposits. 

Paragraph  22  aforesaid,  and  paragraphs  21  and  17  on  page  69  of  your 
general  circular  issued  January  1,  1889  {supra),  would  seem  to  be  in 
harmony  with  section  2403,  which  only  limits  the  use  of  the  certificates 
to  the  township  the  survey  of  which  was  paid  for  out  of  such  deposits 
made  by  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  settlers  thereof.  The  act  of 
March  3,  1879,  (20  Stfits.  352),  enlarged  the  use  that  might  be  made  of 
these  certificates  by  providing  that  they  may  be  assigned  by  endorse- 
ment and  be  accepted  as  payment  for  any  public  land  of  the  United 
States  entered  by  settlers  under  the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws. 

The  act  of  August  7,  1882  (22  Stats.,  327),  provided  that  certificates 
issued  after  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act  should  not  be  received  as 
payment  for  public  laud  except  in  the  land  district  where  the  surveying 
is  done. 

The  record  in  this  case  does  not  show  the  date  of  the  assignment  of 
the  certificate  to  Kirby.  However,  that  is  not  important,  since  it  is 
not  tendered  as  payment  outside  of  the  township  for  the  surveying  of 
which  the  deposits  were  paid. 

The  amendments  to  section  2403  have  not  attempted  to  restrict  the 
use  to  which  the  certificates  might  be  applied,  but  have  enlarged  their 
sphere  by  providing  that  tbey  may  be  received  as  payment,  etc.,  out- 
side of  the  township  for  the  surveying  of  which  the  deposits  were  made. 
(Edward  Pollitz,  4  L.  D.,  32G.) 

The  transaction  between  the  government  and  the  preemption  and 
homestead  settlers  of  township  5  S.,  of  R.  20  E.,  Stockton,  California, 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  and  in  consideration  of  a  speedy  survey 
being  made  of  said  township  by  the  government  the  settlers  agreed  to 
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advance  the  money,  the  government  agreeing  to  credit  them  with  the 
amoant  of  their  deposit  when  they  should  purchase  the  land. 

The  act  of  March  3,  1879  (20  Stats.,  362),  makes  certificates  issued  for 
deposits  assignable  by  indorsement.  This  act  is  remedial  in  character, 
and  it  seems  clear  that  Congress  meant  by  its  passage  to  make  certifi- 
cates then  in  existence  as  well  as  to  make  those  thereafter  to  be  issued 
assignable.  The  act  says :  ^'  Certificates  issued  for  such  deposits  may 
be  assigned  by  indorsement."  It  makes  no  class  of  certificates  assign- 
able, but  makes  them  all  so.  To  hold  that  this  certificate  could  only  be 
received  as  payment  for  public  land  in  township  5  when  presented  by 
Thompson,  would  be  establishing  a  very  harsh  rule  which  in  some  in- 
stances would  allow  the  government  immunity  from  the  payment  of  the 
debt  to  the  settler,  and  this  too  after  having  received  the  benefit  of  the 
survev. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  decide  whether  the  certificate  would  be  received 
for  land  outside  of  the  township  or  not,  for  it  is  presented  as  payment 
for  land  in  the  township  for  the  surveying  of  which  it  was  dei>osited  ; 
neither  is  it  necessary  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  certificate  would 
have  been  assignable  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1879,  for 
the  passage  of  that  act  makes  existing  certificates  assignable  whether 
they  were  before  or  not. 

The  certificate  in  question  should  be  received  as  part  payment  for  the 
land  Kirby  seeks  to  purchase. 

Your  office  decision  is  accordingly  reversed. 


CONTEST— PREFEUEN^CE  RIGHT— PROCEEDINGS  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

Comae  v,  Wbndling. 

« 

A  coutestant  is  not  entitled  to  a  preference  ri^ht  unless  the  cancellation,  or  rolin- 
quishnient.  of  tbe  entry  is  the  result  of  his  contest. 

No  preference  right  is  acquired  by  a  contest  tiled  during  the  pendency  of  proceedings 
against  the  entry  by  the  government,  if  such  proceedings  result  in  the  cancella- 
tion of  the  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  7,  1891. 

« 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Syl  vin  Comar  v,  Michael  Wendlin^  upon 
the  appeal  of  the  former  from  your  office  decision  of  July  5,  1889,  dis- 
missing his  contest  against  the  timber  culture  entry  of  Wendling,  No» 
19,  for  the  NB.  J  of  section  22,  T.  9  S.,  R.  2  W.,  New  Orleans,  Louisi- 
ana. 

The  record  shows  that  on  the  Ist  day  of  April,  1881,  Wendling  made 
timber  cnlture  entry  for  said  tract.  On  the  20th  day  of  December,  1887, 
Comar  filed  his  affidavit  of  a  contest  against  said  entry,  alleging  failure 
**to  comply  with  the  timber  culture  laws  in  that  he  failed  to  plow  or 
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break  five  acres  the  first  year,  and  to  plow  or  break  five  additional 
-acres,  to  plant  iu  seeds,  trees  or  cuttings  the  required  amount." 

Notice  was  issued  the  same  day  and  served,  fixing  the  hearing  before 
the  local  officers  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1888,  at  which  time  the 
parties  appeared  and  upon  the  motion  of  contestant,  the  hearing  was 
continued  until  the  26th  day  of  May,  1888,  at  which  time  the  parties 
appeared  and  Weudling  filed  with  the  local  officern  a  motion  for  an  in- 
definite postponement  of  further  proceedings  in  the  contest,  which  mo- 
tion was  granted  by  the  local  officers. 

Contestant  appealed. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  1889,  your  office  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  local 
officers  and  dismissed  the  contest. 

Comar  appeals. 

The  grounds  of  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  further  proceed- 
ings are  set  out  iu  your  office  decision,  and  are  substantially  as  follows : 

It  appears  that  on  October  8,  1887,  your  office  held  the  entry  of 
Weudling  for  cancellation,  upon  the  report  of  a  special  agent.  The  local 
officers  based  their  action  in  sustaining  the  motion  upon  the  fact  that 
the  case  was  under  investigation  by  the  government  and  that  the  filing 
of  the  application  of  Weudling  to  be  allowed  to  comply  with  the  timber 
oulture  law  thereafter,  was,  at  that  time,  pending  in  your  office.  On 
the  28th  day  June,  1888,  your  office  passed  upon  said  application  of 
Weudling  as  follows:  ''The  records  show  thatT.  C.  entry  No.  17,  was 
made  March  21, 1881,  for  lots  2  and  3,  or  N  W.  J  of  Sec,  22,  T.  9  S.,  R.  2 
W^.,  La.  Mer.  by  Michael  Connolly  and  canceled  February  8, 1888,  upon 
relinquishment.  T.  0.  entry  No.  19  is  this  day  canceled  for  illegalitj', 
and  Wendling  hereby  allowed  to  make  new  entry  of  the  tract  in  ques- 
tion, of  date  of  presentation  of  his  affidavit,  February  13,  1888." 
Under  the  authority  of  your  said  decision,  the  local  officers  allowed 
Wendling's  entry  on  the  2Gth  day  of  July,  1888,  numbering  it  C73. 

Appellant  assigns  error : 

1.  Wendling's  relinr[nishinent  of  the  above  entry  having  been  filed  during  the  peu- 
-dencyof  contest,  said  relinquishment  was  prima  facie  the  result  of  said  contest,  and 
it  was  error  not  to  have  awarded  the  preference  right  to  enter  the  land  to  the  con- 
testant in  pursuance  of  the  words  and  intent  of  the  statute  iu  such  cases,  made  aud 
provided, 

citing  the  act  of  May  14, 1880  (21  Stat.,  140),  as  authority  in  support  of 
appellant's  position. 

Section  2  of  said  act  provides : 

In  all  cases  where  any  person  has  contested,  paid  the  laud  office  fees,  and  pro- 
cured the  cancellation  of  any  pre-emptiou,  homestead,  or  timber  culture  entry,  he 
flUall  be  uotitied  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district  in  which  such  land 
is  situated  of  such  cancellation  aud  shall  be  allowed  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  such 
notice  to  enter  said  lands. 

Manifestly,  these  provisions  are  not  applicable  to  the  case  at  bar.  In 
the  first  pla<*.e  Wendling  filed  no  relinquishment  of  his  entry,  but  inas- 
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mucL  as  the  government  was  proceeding  against  the  same  (and  that 
before  the  affidavit  of  contest  was  tiled),  he  simply  filed  a  showing  whj- 
he  had  not  complied  with  the'law  whicli  was  properly  adjudged  to  be 
sufficient  and  under  which  he  was  permitted  to  make  a  legal  entry. 
His  first  one  was  improperly  allowed  and  was  illegal  in  its  inception,  as 
there  was  already  one  timber  culture  entry  on  the  same  section.  But 
if  his  application  should  be  treated  as  a  relinquishment,  the  contestant 
would  not  acquire  a  preference  right  under  the  statute,  because  it  is 
only  accorded  to  such  contestants  as  procure  the  cancellation  or  relin- 
quishment— such  as  is  brought  about  as  the  result  of  the  filing  of  the 
contest — ''of  any  pre-emption,  homestead,  or  timber  culture  entry."  The 
relinquishment  must,  in  some  way,  be  the  result  of,  or  produced  by,  the 
filing  of  the  affidavit  of  contest  in  ord**r  to  entitle  the  contestant  to  a 
preference  right.  Sorenson  v,  Becker  (8.  L.  D.,  357);  Dayton  v,  Hause 
etal.  (9L.  D.,  193). 

There  is  another  reason  why  this  appeal  should  not  be  sustained, 
which  is,  that  no  preferred  rights  are  secured  under  a  contest  filed 
during  the  pendency  of  government  proceedings  against  the  entry  of 
record,  if  it  is  canceled  as  the  result  of  said  proceedings.  Drury  t?. 
Shetterly  (9  L.  D.,  211);  Arthur  B.  Cornish  (9  L.  D.,  509).  The  gov- 
ernment was  proceeding  against  the  entry  of  Wendling  before  and  at 
the  time  Oomar  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest,  and  your  office  had  held 
the  entry  for  cancellation  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1S87,  more  than 
two  months  before  the  affidavit  of  contest  was  filed,  and  the  entry  is 
conclusively  shown  to  have  been  canceled  upon  the  government  pro- 
ceedings and  the  second  entry  allowed  by  your  office  in  pursuance 
thereof. 

The  remaining  error  assigned  is  too  general  to  present  any  question 
for  determination.    See  Rule  of  Practice  88. 

I  discover  no  error  in  the  decision  appealed  from  and  it  is  acf.ordingly, 
affirmed. 


INDEMNITY  WITHDRAWAL— APPLICATION  TO  ENTER. 

Hestetun  et  al.  v.  St  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Ry.  Co. 

An  application  to  enter  cau  not  be  allowed  for  land  embraced  witbin  an  existinir  in- 
demnity withdrawal. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  December 

24,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Anders  A.  Hestetun,  and  forty-three 
other  persons  from  your  office  decision  of  February  15, 1889,  affirrainff 
the  judgment  of  the  local  officers  at  Benson,  now  Marshall,  Minnesota? 
rejecting  the  applications  of  the  respective  parties  to  enter  certain  lands. 

It  appears  that  at  various  dates  during  the  jears  1885,  188G,  1887 
and  1888,  the  appellants  herein  applied  at  the  local  office  to  enter  the 
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lands  described  in  their  respective  applications,  some  of  them  under  the 
pre-emption,  some  of  them  under  the  homestead,  and  some  of  them 
under  the  timber  culture  laws.  Each  of  their  respective  applications 
was  rejected  b^'^  the  local  offixsers  because  it  conflicted  with  the  rights  of 
the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  company'  (main  line) 
under  the  grant  to  aid  in  its  construction.  From  the  decision  of  the 
local  officers  each  of  the  parties  appealed  to  your  office,  which  on  the 
15th  day  of  February,  1889,  affirmed  the  ruling  of  the  local  officers. 

From  your  decision  each  of  the  parties  appeals. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  includes  each  of  the  forty -four  cases> 
and  in  it  I  find  fully  and  clearly  set  out,  the  names  of  the  several  par- 
ties, and  a  particular  description  of  the  land  applied  for  by  each  per- 
son, to  which  reference  is  hereby  made.  I  have  carefully  examined  the 
record  in  each  particular  case,  so  far  as  the  same  is  before  me,  and  as 
they  can  all  be  properly  disposed  of  in  one  decision  I  deem  it  best  so 
to  do. 

While  the  errors  assigned  are  numerous,  and  cover  almost  every  ques- 
tion pertaining  to  the  rights  of  entrymen  in  the  public  lands  so  far  as 
the  preemption,  homestead  and  timber  culture  laws  are  concerned,  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  they  can  all  be  properly  disposed  of  in  a  gen- 
eral way,  without  specifically  referring  to  ea<5h  of  them  and  that  they 
are  substantially  met  by  the  conclusion  I  reach  in  the  case. 

October  22,  1877,  and  October  IG,  1883,  the  St.  Paul  and  Pa<;iftc  Rail- 
way company  selected  all  of  the  tracts  in  controversy  on  account  of 
the  grants  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  said  road.  These  selections 
were  not  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  lists  of  lost 
lands  filed  by  the  company  in  lieu  of  which  these  selections  were  made, 
exceeded  in  quantity  by  a  few  acres,  the  lands  embraced  in  said  selec- 
tions and  all  but  seven  of  the  tracts  in  controversy  are  covered  by  the 
lists  of  specified  lost  lands  in  lieu  of  them,  as  shown  by  the  records  of 
your  office.  All  of  the  lands  in  controversy  are  within  the  twenty 
mile  (indemnity)  limits  of  the  grant, — act  of  March  3,  1857  (II  Stat., 
195),  and  act  of  March  3,  1865  (13  Stat.,  526),— in  aid  of  the  St.  Paul 
and  Pacific  (now  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba)  railway  com- 
pany; the  withdrawal  for  which  became  effective  on  the  20th  day  of 
July,  1865,  and  still  remains  in  force.  None  of  the  claimants  make 
any  claim  that  they  have  any  right  or  rights  to  the  land  antedating  the 
time  when  the  withdrawal  became  effective  or  that  his  claim  was  ex- 
cepted from  the  withdrawal. 

The  legal  effect  of  the  withdrawal  is  to  preclude  the  disposal  of  the 
land  covered  thereby,  under  any  of  the  land  laws.  In  other  words,  so 
long  as  the  withdrawal  remains  in  force  the  land  covered  thereby  is 
simply  held  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  withdrawal  was  made. 

In  Julius  A.  Barnes  (6  L.  D.,  522),  it  is  said,  in  speaking  of  the  effect 
of  withdrawals  of  lands  within  indemnity  limits  for  the  benefit  of  a 
road  (see  page  524), 
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I  am  satisfied  that  in  the  absence  of  any  statntory  denial  of  the  right  to  with- 
draw lands  within  indemnity  limits,  for  the  benefit  of  a  road,  the  exercise  of  such 
rij^bt  by  the  land  department,  would  have  the  effect  to  reserve  such  lands  for  that 
pnrpose,  even  although  it  might  not  have  been  contemplated  by  the  grant,  and  that 
eooh  right  is  now  too  well  established  to  be  called  in  (juestiou. 

Again  od  page  528,  it  is  said, — 

These  lands  were  not  subject  to  private  cash  entry  while  they  were  in  a  state  of 
reservation,  and  hence  the  applicant  can  acquire  no  right  under  an  application  made 
when  the  lands  were  not  in  a  condition  to  be  purchased. 

la  the  case  of  McOlure  v.  Northern  Pacific  B.  B.  Co.,  (9  L.  D.,  155) 
it  is  held  in  eiiect  that  when  the  withdrawal  became  elective,  it  re- 
served the  land  embraced  therein  from  general  disposal,  and  that  a 
cash  entry  of  sach  land  after  the  map  of  general  route  was  filed,  but 
before  notice  of  withdrawal,  is  illegal  and  does  not  except  the  land  from 
the  grant. 

In  Dinwiddie  v,  Florida  Ry,  and  Navigation  (Jo.  (9  L.  D.,  74),  it  is 
held  that  lands  included  within  pending  selections  were  not  restored  to 
the  public  domain  by  the  revocation  of  the  indemnity  withdrawal. 

In  view  of  the  withdrawal  of  all  the  lands  involved  in  these  cases, 
your  office  correctly  rejected  the  respective  applications.  The  decision 
appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


PRACTICE  -APPEAL-  SPECIFICATION  OF  ERUOR. 

United  States  v.  Hulbert. 

An  asstgument  of  error  that  sets  forth  that  the  decisiou  is  ''contrary  to  law  and  the 
facts,  and  is  anjnst,  unreasonable,  illop^ical  and  biased''  is  not  sufficient  to  war- 
rant consideration  of  the  case  on  appeal. 

First  Assistant  {Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  24,  1890. 

In  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Levi  W.  Hulbert  involving  the 
hitter's  pre  emption  cash  entry  for  the  SE.  \  Sec.  18,  T.  Ill  !N^.,  R.  60  W., 
Huron  land  district.  South  Dakota,  Hulbert  appeals  from  the  decision 
of  your  oflfice  of  November  12,  1888,  holding  said  cash  entry  for  cancel- 
lation. 

Hulbert's  assignments  of  error  are  as  follows: 

Ist.  Said  decision  is  contrary  to  law. 

2nd.  Said  decision  is  contrary  to  the  facts. 

3rd.  Said  decision  is  unjust,  unreasonable,  illogical,  biased, — 
and  he  asks  that  the  same  be  set  aside. 

Bule  88  of  the  Rules  of  Practice  requires  that  the  api^ellant  shall  file 
^'  a  specification  of  errors,  which  specification  shall  clearly  and  concisely 
designate  the  errors  of  which  he  complains." 
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In  the  case  of  Pederson  r.  JohaDoessen  (4  L.  D.,  343),  it  was  held  that 
the  allegatiou  that  a  decision  '^  is  contrary  to  the  evidence  ^  was  insuf- 
ficient, as  a  specification  of  error  and  the  appeal  was  dismissed. 

In  Schweitzer  v>  Wolfe  (5  L.  D.,  158),  the  appeal,  which  asked  the  re- 
versal of  a  decision  ^^  for  the  reason  that  said  decision  wa^  contrary'  to 
law,  and  the  practice  of  the  Land  Department"  was  dismissed  as  de- 
fective ''  in  that  it  does  not  set  forth  any  specification  of  error  as  re- 
quired by  Rule  of  Practice  No.  88." 

In  Horton  v.  Wilson  (9  L.  D.,  560),  the  specifications — "  1.  The  Com- 
missioner erred  in  dismissing  the  contest.  2.  The  Commissioner  erred 
in  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  local  office"  were  held  insufficient. 

In  Devereux  et  al.  v.  Elunter  et  al,  (II  L.  D.,  214),  a  specification  ask- 
ing the  reversal  of  a  decision  ^'  Because  of  the  manifest  errors  in  the 
conclusions  of  law  and  fact  arrived  at  by  the  Commissioner  in  making 
the  decision  appealed  from  "  was  held  "too  indefinite  to  present  any 
question." 

The  specifications  of  error  here  are,  under  the  rulings  in  the  decisions 
cited,  insufficient,  and  said  appeal  is,  therefore,  because  of  the  failure 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  said  Rule  of  Practice,  hereby  dis- 
missed. 


PRACTICE— EVIDENCE-RUI^E  35. 

DoHERTY  V.  Robertson. 

Failure  to  appear  and  submit  testimony  in  accordance  with  an  order  made  under  rule 
35  of  practice,  can  not  be  excused  on  the  mere  allegation  that  the  party  in  de- 
*fault  was  apprehensive  that  his  testimony  wouUl  not  be  fairly  taken  by  the  oflScer 
designated. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  Jantiary  9,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  James  Robertson  from  your  oflSce 
decision  dated  May  10,  1889,  holdin«:  for  cancellation  his  timber  culture 
entry  for  the  NB  i  of  Sec.  14,  T.  161  N.,  R.  60  W.,  Grand  Forks,  Dakota. 

He  made  this  entry  October  2,  1884.  March  17,  1887,  Charles  B.  C. 
Doherty  initiated  a  contest  against  the  same  and  alleged  in  his  affi- 
davit "  that  the  said  James  Robertson  did  not  break  or  cause  to  be 
broken  five  acres  during  the  year  1886,  the  second  year  after  entry,  as 
required  by  law,  and  that  there  was  not  now  ten  acres  broken  on  said 
tract." 

Upon  this  affidavit  and  corroborative  affidavits  being  filed,  and  upon 
due  notice,  the  local  office  ordered  testimony  to  be  taken  before  the 
clerk  of  the  court  of  Cavalier  county  at  Langdon  on  May  6,  1887,  and 
that  final  hearing  be  had  before  the  register  and  receiver  May  11,  fol- 
lowing.   Claimant,  in  answer  to  service,  sent  a  written  protest  to  the 


DECISIONS    RELATING   TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  31 

local  office  objecting  to  the  testimoay  being  taken  at  Langdon,  for  the 
alleged  reason  that  '^the  clerk  before  whom  testimony  was  to  be  takei> 
and  contestant  are  on  the  most  intimate  terms  of  friendship,  and  that 
Laugdon  is  the  home  of  both  contestant  and  the  clerk  of  the  court."^ 
This  protest  was  filed  three  days  before  the  date  set  for  taking  testimony 
before  the  clerk.  Testimony  was  taken  at  Langdon  on  the  day  set  for 
that  purpose,  and  a  hearing  was  duly  had  before  the  local  office  upon 
the  day  set  for  said  hearing,  to  wi4  :  May  11,  1887.  Claimant  made 
default  at  both  places. 

On  May  12, 1887,  the  next  day  after  final  hearing,  he  filed  in  the  local 
office  a  number  of  affidavits,  giving  as  a  reason  why  he  had  not 
ploughed  his  land  as  required  by  law  that  the  season  of  1886  was  so  dry 
that  it  was  impossible  to  have  broken  the  ground. 

July  7,  1887,  the  local  office  recommended  claimant's  entry  for  can- 
cellation, and,  upon  appeal  being  taken  to  your  office,  by  decision  of 
May  10,  1887,  you  affirmed  the  judgment  appealed  from,  and  held  the 
entry  lor  cancellation. 

Thereupon  Robertson  appealed  to  this  Department,  and  assigned  a 
number  of  errors,  the  principal  one  of  which  is,  in  substance,  that  he 
had  had  no  opportunity  to  be  heard  where  he  could  have  a  fair  and  im- 
partial trial. 

The  record  shows  that  the  land  in  question  is  near  Langdon,  which  i» 
about  ninety  miles  from  the  land  office.  Also  that  claimant  lived  about 
thirty  miles  from  Langdon  and  about  sixty-five  miles  from  the  land 
office.  When  contestant  filed  his  affidavit,  March  17, 1887,  he  requested 
that  testimony  be  taken  before  some  officer  at  Langdon.  A  notice  was 
served  on  claimant  of  the  contest  and  the  time  and  place  of  taking  tes- 
timony, March  17, 1887,  yet  he  made  no  objection  to  the  place  of  taking 
the  same  until  May  3,  three  days  before  the  testimony  was  taken.  It 
was  too  late  then  to  have  changed  the  place  of  taking  the  testimony^ 
even  if  there  existed  any  real  reason  why  claimant  could  n(»t  have  a  fair 
trial.  The  only  excuse  he  alleges  for  his  failure  to  appear  is  ^Hhat  con- 
testant and  said  officers  are  on  the  most  intimate  terms  of  friendship^ 
that  we  fear  to  have  our  case  heard  and  testimony  taken  at  the  home 
of  the  contestant,  before  his  friend,  and  among  his  friends,  and  so  far 
from  where  we  reside  or  have  any  acquaintance." 

There  are  no  facts  stated  in  this  protest,  and  it  does  not  show  any 
jnstor  legal  grounds  upon  which  to  base  his  apprehension  that  he  could 
not  have  a  fair  hearing  before  the  clerk  designated  by  the  local  office 
to  take  the  testimony.  At  no  time  has  the  entryman  shown  that  the 
clerk  before  whom  the  evidence  was  taken  was  prejudiced  against  him. 
The  clerk  had  no  power  to  prejudice  his  case.  His  duties  were  purely 
manual  in  reducing  the  testimony  to  writing  as  given  by  the  witnesses, 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  Mr.  Robertson  to  appiiar,  if  he  desired  to  protect 
his  rights,  before  the  clerk  and  cross-examine  contestant's  witneases^ 
and  submit  his  proof  in  defense  of  his  entry,  and  if  he  saw  any  evidencti 
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of  anfairness,  take  his  exceptions  thereto.  He  can  not  remain  away  and 
shield  himself  behind  any  imaginary  fear  which  does  not  exist  in  fact. 
The  presnmption,  in  the  absence  of  any  showing  by  facts  or  circnm- 
stances  to  the  contrary,  is  that  he  received  justice  and  fair  dealing, 
and  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  he  got  it. 

'Under  Rale  35  of  the  Kales  of  Practice  of  your  office,  the  local  offi- 
cers are  given  discretionary  aathority  to  have  testimony  taken  near  the 
land  in  controversy  before  any  officer  aathorized  to  administer  oaths. 
It  seems  in  this  case  that  this  discretion  was  wisely  used.  The  testi- 
mony given  before  the  clerk  of  the  court  at  Langdon  shows  that  the 
allegations  made  in  contestant's  affidavit  are  substantially  true. 

Your  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


PRACTICE-JURISDICTION— PREFERENCE   RIGHT. 

LoGUE  P.  O'Connor. 

Where  an  entry  is  canceled  on  an  issne  raised  by  a  content,  in  which  the  entryiuan 
appears  and  invokes  the  judgment  of  the  Department,  he  will  not  sabseqnenily 
be  heard  to  allege  that  he  had  no  notice  of  the  ciise  and  is  not  bound  by  the 
decision. 

After  an  entry  is  regularly  canceled  on  contest,  the  defendant  therein  has  no  interest 
in  the  case  that  entitles  him  to  be  heard  in  the  matter  of  the  contestant's  prefer- 
ence right  of  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  January  Sj  1891. 

I  have  examined  the  case  of  Lent  H.  Logue  v,  Daniel  O'Connor  on 
appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  decision  of  May  1,  1889,  holding  that 
hi8  homestead  entry  had  been  properly  canceled  and  that  Logae  had 
acquired  a  preference  right  of  entry  for  the  SE.  J  Sec.  35,  T.  27  S.,  R. 
31  W.,  Garden  City,  Kansas. 

It  appears  that  on  September  14, 1885,  O'Connor  filed  Osage  declar- 
atory statement  for  the  NE.  i  Sec.  20,  T.  28  S.,  R.  25  W.,  Garden  City, 
Kansas  laud  district,  alleging  settlement  September  7, 1885.  On  October 
14,  of  same  year  ho  made  homestead  entry  for  the  tract  in  controversy, 
and  on  May  10, 1880,  made  cash  entry  for  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  26,  T.  28  S., 
R.  25  W.,  on  which  he  had  filed  the  Osage  declaratory  statement. 

On  August  9,  1887,  one  Frank  Davis  applied  to  contest  the  said  cash 
entry,  aud  on  October  1,  1887,  your  office  held  that  while  it  was  unlaw- 
ful for  O'Connor  to  hold  two  different  tracts  of  land  at  the  same  time 
under  preemptian  and  homestead  laws,  yet  you  could  not  deny  his 
right  to  make  the  cash  entry,  and  therefore  denied  the  application  of 
Davis  to  contest  the  same,  but  the  records  of  your  ofi&ce  showing  the 
homestead  entry  to  be  illegal,  the  same  was  held  for  <*^ncellation. 

From  this  rnling  and  decision  O'Connor  appealed  to  this  Department, 
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and  on  November  20,  1888,  the  Department  affirmed  your  said  decision. 
(Vol.  86  Lands  and  Railroads,  109). 

In  the  meantime,  on  July  26,  1887,  Logue  filed  affidavit  of  contest 
against  the  homestead  entry,  charging  that  the  same  was  illegal  from 
its  inception  for  the  reason  that  at  the  date  of  making  said  entry  the 
entryman  was  claiming  the  NE.  J  Sec.  26,  T.  28  S.,  R.  25  W.,  as  a  pre- 
emption right,  etc..  Notice  was  duly  given  of  this  contest,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 13, 1888,  the  parties  appeared  and  the  counsel  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted an  agreed  statement  of  facts,  upon  which  the  local  officers  on  May 
25,  1888,  held  that  O'Connor  was  not  a  qualified  entryman  when  he 
mikde  the  homestead  entry,  and  recommended  it«  cancellation.  He  ap 
pealed  from  this  decision  and  on  May  1st  1889,  your  office  affirmed  their 
findings  of  law,  there  being  no  dispute  as  to  the  facts,  and  you  add, — 

But  said  homestead  entry  having  been  properly  canceled  as  the  result  of  the  in- 
vestigation brought  abont  by  Davis'  application  to  contest,  there  remains  nothing  to 
do  but  approve  your  action  and  close  the  case,  which  I  have  done  this  day. 

Thereupon  you  held  that  Logue  having  initiated  this  contest  prior  to 
the  action  of  your  office,  canceling  the  entry,  and  having  prosecuted 
the  same,  etc.,  he  has  acquired  a  preference  right  to  make  entry  for  the 
land. 

From  this  decision  O'Connor  appeals  to  this  Department  and  alleges 
error — 

1st.  In  holding  that  defendant's  entry  was  void  ab  initio. 

2d.  In  not  holding  that  the  entry  was  validated  when  defendant  procured  his  final 
certificate  on  his  pre-emption  claim,  no  adverse  right  having  attached  ac  that  time. 

'M.  In  canceling  said  entry  in  a  case  to  which  defendant  was  not  a  party  and  ol' 
which  he  had  no  notice.     (See  case  of  Frank  Davis  v,  Daniel  O'Connor). 

4th.  In  granting  Logue  a  preference  right  of  entry  on  the  tract  ....  he  not 
having  paid  the  expenses  of  contest  or  procured  the  cancellation  of  said  entry  in  any 
suit  between  the  parties.    Act  of  May  14,  18*^0  Sec.  2. 

It  appears  that  the  decision  of  the  Department  canceling  the  home- 
stead entry  was  promulgated  December  17,  1888,  and  that  on  the  29th 
of  same  month  Logue  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  for  the  land, 
asserting  his  preference  right  of  entry  and  on  the  31st  of  same  month 
leave  was  granted  and  he  thereupon  made  homestead  entry  for  the  tract 
iiicontrov^ersj'. 

It  further  appears,  however,  that  on  July  27, 1889,  he  filed  in  the  local 
office  at  Garden  City  a  relinquishment  of  said  entry,  thereupon  cancel- 
lation of  the  entry  was  entered  on  the  records. 

In  the  matter  of  the  appeal,  the  questions  raised  by  the  1st  and  2d 
assignments  of  error,  are  res  judicata^  This  is  so  because  the  third 
assignment  is  not  well  taken.  O'Connor  was  in  cotirt  in  the  case  of 
Davis  t?.  O'Connor  and  appealed  from  your  decision  to  this  Department. 
It  is  true  the  Davis  contest  sought  the  cancellation  of  the  preemption 
cash  entry,  and  your  office  held  adversely  to  him,  but  his  contest  raised 
the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  homestead  entry,  and  O'Connor  be- 
ing in  coart  he  was  there  for  all  purposes  of  that  case,  and  having  ap- 
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pealed  from  your  decision,  aud  iuvoked  the  judgment  of  the  Department, 
he  can  not  now  be  heard  to  say  he  had  no  notice  of  the  case  and  is  not 
bound  by  the  decision. 

As  to  the  fourth  error,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  appellant's  home- 
stead entry  having  been  regularly  and  properly  canceled,  he  can  have 
no  interest  in  the  matter  of  Logue's  preference  right  of  entry.  I  see  no 
reason  for  disturbing  your  decision.    It  is  therefore-  affirmed. 


VISALIA  DESERT  ENTRY- JURISDICTION— CHARACTER  OF  LAND- 

United  States  v.  Haggin. 

The  allowauce  of  initial  desert  entry  by  the  local  office,  does  not  deprive  it  of  juris- 
diction in  qabsequeut  proceedings  directed  by  the  Department  to  ascertain  the 
validity  of  such  entry,  and  the  character  of  the  land  embraced  therein. 

Land  that  contaiuH  a  natural  growth  of  timber  trees  is  not  subject  to  entry  under  the 
desert  land  act.  • 

The  departmental  order  of  September  12,  1877,  suspending  Visalia  desert  entries,  re- 
voked, aud  directions  given  for  the  disposition  of  pen<ling  contests  against  said 
entries,  aud  the  reception  of  final  proofs  that  maybe  offered  thereon. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Jan- 
uary 12,  1891. 

On  September  12,  1877  (see  Vol.  22,  Lands  and  Railroads,  p.  225), 
your  office  was  directed  by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Secretary  Schurz,  to 
suspend  all  the  entries  made  in  the  Visalia,  California,  land  district* 
under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1877  (19  Stats.,  377),  and 
cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  before  the  local  land  officers  as 
to  the  character  of  each  of  the  tracts  entered.  On  September  28, 
1877,  your  office  suspended  said  entries,  and  directed  the  local  land 
officers  to  give  public  notice  in  some  newspaper  published  nearest  to 
the  lands  to  all  parties  in  interest,  of  such  suspension,  also  of  the  time 
and  place  when  they  would  hear  the  testimony  in  regard  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  lands  entered  under  said  law. 

The  local  officers  were  directed  to  make  a  full  and  thorough  investi- 
gation, with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  any  of  the  land  entered 
under  said  act  would  produce  an  agricultural  crop  without  irrigation, 
whether  any  of  the  tracts  bad  been  previously  cultivated  by  parties  re- 
siding thereon,  or  by  non-residents ;  whether  any  tract  has  to  be  pro- 
tected from  overflow  by  levees,  and  whether  entries  have  been  made 
by  parties  other  than  the  real  applicants. 

On  November  2, 1877,  your  office  further  advised  the  local  land  offi- 
cers that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  directed  that  the  following  addi- 
tional instructions  be  given  them,  namely : 

When  the  residence  of  the  persons,  in  whose  names  said  entries  were  made,  isknowo, 
or  can  readily  be  ascertained,  notice  in  writing  of  the  suspension,  and  of  the  time 
when  the  hearing  will  take  place,  may  be  served  through  the  mall.     In  cases,  where 
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the  residences  or  whereabouts  of  the  applicants  is  unknown  and  unascertaiuable, 
notice  of  said  hearing  shonld  be  given  in  a  newspaper  published  in  the  county  where 
the  land  is  situate,  for  four  successive  weeks,  notifying  said  applicants  that  their  en- 
tries have  been  suspended,  and  requiring  them  to  show  cause,  on  a  day  named,  why 
the  same  shonld  not  be  canceled.  At  the  hearing  you  will  inquire  particularly  of  the 
applicant,  who  must  appear  in  person,  where  his  present  residence  is,  and  how  long 
he  has  resided  where  he  now  resides ;  whether  he  knew  from  personal  observation 
anything  about  the  character  of  the  tract  entered,  before  making  the  entry ;  if  so, 
over  how  long  a  period  his  knowledge  extended ;  whether  he  paid  the  first  instalment 
required  by  law  to  be  made,  at  the  time  of  making  said  entry,  or  whether  the  money 
so  paid  was  advanced  by  other  parties,  if  so,  by  whom;  whethei*  he  has  assigned  or 
mortgaged  his  interest,  present  or  future,  in  the  tract  or  tracts  so  entered,  if  so,  to 
whom,  when  and  upon  what  consideration.  If  conveyances,  assignments,  or  mort- 
Images,  or  agreements  to  conve3',  assign  or  mortgage  the  tracts  entered  have  been 
made  by  the  applicant,  you  will  require  the  original  instrument,  or  a  certiHed  copy 
of  the  same,  to  be  furnished  and  made  a  part  of  the  testimony  in  each  case.  The  tes- 
timony of  each  witness  must  be  taken  by  question  and  answer,  and  the  witness  re- 
quired to  give  a  direct  answer  to  all  questions  propounded  to  him  pertaining  to  the 
particular  case.  After  the  testimony  is  reduced  to  writing,  the  same  must  be-read  to 
the  witness,  and  by  him  signed.  If  you  shall  have  good  reason  to  think  that  the 
statements  made  under  oath  by  any  witness  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  truth  in 
that  case,  you  will  at  the  close  of  the  testimony  in  said  case  report  the  same  specially 
to  this  office,  with  a  full  statement  of  the  points  upon  which  yon  tbink  the  witness 
testified  untrnthfully.  In  addition  to  the  testimony  presented  by  the  applicant,  you 
will  obtain  such  other  testimony  as  may  be  obtainable  in  relation  to  the  character  of 
the  soil  of  each  of  the  tracts  so  entere<l,  whether  any  portion  of  the  same  is  covered 
with  timber,  if  so,  how  much,  and  of  what  kinds,  and  whether  the  same  will  produce 
any  agricultural  crop  without  irrigation.  At  the  conclusion  of  said  investigation, 
yon  will  transmit  the  testimony  taken  in  each  case  to  this  office,  with  your  joint 
opinion  thereon. 

Id  addition  to  the  foregoing,  your  office  further  directed  the  local  laud 
officers  that,  before  resorting  to  advertisement,  in  cases  where  the 
applicant  can  not  be  found,  they  should  hear  those  cases  where  proper 
service  can  be  had,  either  personal,  or  by  mail ;  that  care  should  be 
taken  not  to  tix  the  dates  of  hearing  so  as  to  conflict  in  separate  cases ; 
that  the  case  on  trial  should  be  concluded  before  theday  set  for  another 
case;  and  that  at  least  thirty  days  notice  of  the  day  of  hearing  should 
be  given  to  the  party  in  interest. 

The  hearing  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  v,  James  B.  Haggin,  in- 
volving his  desert  land  declaration,  No.  184,  dated  April  19,  1877,  for 
the  S.J  of  the  SE.J  and  the  S.  i  of  the  SW.J  of  Sec.  G,  T.  30  S.,  R.  26 
E,,  was  had  pursuant  to  said  instructions, commencing  on  Decembers, 
1877,  and  ending  on  January  29,  1878. 

The  record  shows  that  said  Haggin  appeared  at  said  hearing  in 
person  and  was  represented  by  counsel,  and  the  United  States  was 
represented  by  O.  P.  G.  Clarke,  special  agent,  and  Theodore  Wagner, 
Esq.  Before  commencing  to  take  testimony  in  the  case,  said  Haggin, 
by  his  attorney,  objectei!  to  any  investigation  on  the  ground  that  the 
question  of  the  desert  character  of  the  land  and  the  qualifications  of 
tbe  applicant,  and  the  sufficiency  of  the  testimony,  were  adjudicated  by 
tbe  local  officers,  when  said  declaration  was  tiled  and  the  payment  of 
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twenty-five  cents  per  acre  paid  for  said  land.  Counsel  for  Haggin  fur- 
ther objected  to  proceeding  to  show  cause  why  his  entry  should  not  be 
canceled,  until  the  ojections  to  said  entry  were  made  known.  Said  ob- 
jections were  overruled  by  the  local  land  officers,  and  the  testimony  in 
the  case  was  taken  as  aforesaid. 

On  March  5,  1878,  the  local  land  officers  rendered  their  joint  opinion 
against  the  validity  of  said  entry.  The  local  officers  report  that  the 
claimant  offered  in  evidence  in  said  case  one  hundred  and  eighty-six 
affidavits  of  residents  of  Kern  count^^,  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  tax 
assessments  of  said  affiants,  a  certificate  of  the  officers  of  Kern  county 
and  the  judge  of  the  16th  judicial  district,  as  to  their  character;  and 
also  a  printed  copy  of  the  report  of  Messrs.  Alexander,  Meudell  and 
Davidson;  that  said  affidavits  are  not  competent  evidence  under  ordi- 
nar>  rules,  but  were  received  and  transmitted  to  your  office  for  considera- 
tion ;  that  twenty-seven  of  said  affiants  testified  in  the  case,  but  the  ex 
parte  affidavits  were  not  considered  by  the  local  officers  in  forming  their 
opinion. 

The  local  officers  find  from  the  evidence : — 

(1)  That  said  Haggin  is  a  native  born  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
that  he  filed  said  declaration  for  his  own  benefit,  and  personally  paid 
the  twenty -five  cents  required  by  law;  that  he  has  known  said  laud  for 
several  years  prior  to  filing  said  declaration ;  that  he  has  not  in  any 
way  sold,  mortgaged  or  assigned  his  interest  in  said  land ;  that  the 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre  required  to  be  paid  upon  the  filiug  of  said 
declaration  whs  not  paid  at  the  date  thereof,  to  wit,  April  19,  1877,  but 
on  May  8,1877,  when  said  Haggin  paid  to  the  receiver,  in  bulk,  $8,744.45, 
upon  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  desert  land  declarations  (including  No. 
184),  filed  during  the  month  of  April,  1877;  that  the  receiver  made  out  the 
receipts  and  induced  the  register  to  believe  that  the  money  due  thereon 
was  duly  paid ;  that  at  the  end  of  the  month,  the  receiver  took  the  re- 
ceipts to  San  Francisco,  received  the  money  and  deposited  the  same  in 
''theU.  S.  Treasury." 

(2)  That  the  land  covered  by  Haggiu's  said  declaration  was  embraced 
in  the  pre  emption  filing  No.  4742  of  Leonard  Fetterman,  dated  May 
3,  1875;  that  Fetterman  built  a  small  house  on  said  land,  cultivated  a 
few  acres  by  means  of  irrigation  from  the  old  Pioneer  Canal ;  that  Fet- 
terman subsequently  made  additional  homestead  entries  No.  1704  and 
No.  1705  of  said  tracts,  and  sold  the  land  to  said  Haggin  for  $1600; 
that  Haggin  took  possession  of  said  land,  and  during  the  last  year  cul- 
tivated about  forty  acres  thereof;  that  the  McClung  ranch,  including 
the  land  in  Haggiu's  said  entry,  is  fenced  with  redwood  posts  and 
boards,  costing  $930  per  mile;  that  the  fencing  on  the  south  side  of 
said  land  was  completed  about  October  1877 ;  that  said  additional 
homestead  entries  were  canceled  as  fraudulent  on  March  31, 1877. 

(3)  That  the  land  under  investigation  is  a  part  of  the  McOlung  ranch, 
which  includes  sections  3,  4,  5  and  6  of  township  30  south,  range  26 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  37 

east,  and  E.  i  of  section  1,  township  30  south,  range  25  east,  and  a 
large  portion  of  said  ranch  has  been  cultivated  by  means  of  irrigation 
from  the  Pioneer  Canal,  and  the  system  of  canals  connected  therewith, 
namelj",  the  old  Pioneer  canal,  the  James  aud  Dixon  canal  and  the  Pot- 
tenger  canal ;  that  the  Pioneer  canal  is  forty  feet  wide  at  the  bottom, 
and  rnns  nearly  through  the  centre  of  said  Sec.  6,  a  little  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  land  under  consideration  ;  that  the  James 
and  Dixon  canal,  smaller  than  the  Pioneer,  crosses  a  part  of  said  ranch, 
ending  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  SE.  J  of  the  SE.  |  of  skid  Sec. 
6,  and  runs  for  one-fourth  of  a  mile  along  the  north  boundary  of  the 
la?id  in  controversy;  that  all  of  said  laud,  excepting  some  high  places, 
can  be  irrigated  from  the  Pioneer  aud  the  James  and  Dixon  canals,  by 
making  more  lateral  ditches  from  said  canals ;  that  a  few  acres  were 
cultivated  by  the  former  occupant,  Fetterman,  and  about  forty  acres 
were  cropped  in  barley  by  said  Haggin  in  1877,  by  means  of  irrigation 
from  the  Pioneer  and  the  James  and  Dixon  Canals ;  that  said  barley 
was  sowed  in  February  or  March,  the  ground  having  been  previously 
plowed  and  the  irrigating  ditches  having  been  made  about  the  middle 
of  April,  or  the  first  of  May;  that  the  laud  in  question  is  divided 
lengthwise  nearly  equally  by  an  irregular  branching  slough,  averaging 
about  five  feet  deep  ;  that  said  slough  has  been  full  of  wateF  from  the 
Pioneer  canal,  thoroughly  saturating  the  most  of  the  land  on  the  north 
side,  causing  to  grow  thereon  a  large  amount  of  vegetation;  that  on 
the  south  side  of  said  slough  aud  near  its  edge  there  is  rank  vegetation, 
but  some  distance  from  the  vslough  the  land  is  dry;  that  surveys  have 
been  made  for  other  lateral  ditches  sufficient  to  irrigate  all  of  said  laud, 
except  some  high  places  ;  that  said  l^ioneer  canal  was  completed  in  the 
winter  of  1875  and  1876,  the  James  and  Dixon  canal  in  1874  and  1875; 
that  there  was  expended  on  the  Pioneer  canal  from  March  3,  1877,  to 
December  15,  1877,  $S90.56  in  clearing  out  ditches,  making  surveys  and 
constructing  weirs ;  that  the  Janes  and  Dixon  canal  cost  originally 
from  S.JOOO  to $41)00,  the  Pioneer  uost,  prior  to  March  3, 1877,  $37,*i07.:50, 
and  the  lateral  ditches  on  the  McOlung  ranch  have  cost  up  to  the  time 
of  said  hearing  ibout  $4000;  that  the  land  in  its  present  condition  is 
worth  about  $20  per  acre. 

(4)  That  there  is  growing  upon  the  land  in  question  a  considerable 
number  of  cotton  wood  and  willow  trees ;  that  one  witness,  Horace  Ilawes, 
wbo  made  a  special  examination  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  number, 
counted  1036  trees,  over  five  inches  in  diameter,  at  about  five  feet  from 
the  ground;  that  in  the  opinion  of  said  witness  forty  or  fifty  of  said 
trees  are  nearly  two  feet  in  diameter,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  of 
them  are  one  foot  in  diameter,  and  the  trees  are  generally  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  feet  high,  while  a  few  of  them  are  from  forty  to  fifty  feet 
high;  that  said  trees  grow  generally  on  each  side  of  said  slough, 
although  there  are  some  scattering  trees  throughout  the  tract ;  that  said 
trees  are,  for  the  most  part,  scrubby  and  crooked,  branching  out  a  few 
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feet  from  the  ground,  but  some  of  them  are  thrifty;  that  besides  said 
1036  trees,  there  are  ou  the  land  a  considerable  number  of  smaller  trees; 
that  said  trees  have  little  value  for  timber  or  manufacturing  purposes, 
but  they  may  be  used  for  fire-wood,  charcoal  and  fences ;  that  some  of 
the  witnesses  consider  said  trees  an  injury  to  the  land,  while  in  theopiu- 
ion  of  others  they  enhance  its  value. 

(6)  That  Kern  Island  is  a  low  tract  of  land  of  sedimentary  deposit, 
and  was  formerly  partially  overflowed  by  Kern  river,  which  cut  many 
channels  that  are  now  dry  and  are  called  gulches  and  slougiis ;  that  a 
dense  growth  of  vegeUtion  springs  up  in  many  places  on  account  of  the 
moisture  caused  by  said  overflows,  and  retains  upon  the  land  for  a  time 
the  water  of  the  succeeding  overflow ;  that  since  the  Kern  river  has  be- 
come confined  to  a  few  channels,  lauds  formerly  wet  from  overflows 
have  become  dry ;  that  the  soil  of  Kern  Island  is  generally  fertile,  but 
some  portions  of  it  are  sandy  and  other  parts  covered  with  alkali ;  that 
the  land  in  controversy  is  a  sandy  sediment,  some  of  it  containing  con- 
siderable alkali,  requiring  a  good  deal  of  moisture  to  produce  vegeta- 
tion ;  that  the  testimony  of  twenty-five  witnesses  has  been  taken  rela- 
tive to  the  capacity  of  said  land  to  produce  a  crop  without  irrigation  ; 
that  eighteen  of  said  witnesses  testify  that  said  laud  will  not  produce 
any  agricultural  crop  without  irrigation,  while  four  say  they  do  not  know 
whether  it  will  or  not,  one  says  he  would  not  care  to  put  his  labor  on 
the  land  without  irrigation,  and  two  think  the  land  would  produce  in 
any  ordinary  year  a  crop  of  wheat  or  barley  that  could  be  cut  for  hay 
before  maturity. 

(6)  That  said  land  without  irrigation  produces  salt  grass,  alfileria, 
wire  grass,  and  wheat  grass,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantities  in  an  ordi- 
nary year  to  bexjut  for  hay. 

The  local  land  officers,  upon  their  findings  of  fact  as  above  set  forth, 
held— 

1st.  That  desert  land  declaration,  No.  184,  was  filed  April  19,  1877, 
but  the  money  was  not  actually  paid  thereon  until  the  8th  proximo; 
that  the  evidence  does  not  show  any  collusion  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
ceiver and  the  entry  man,  and  in  the  absence  of  anj-  intervening  claim 
prior  to  the  receipt  of  the  money  by  the  receiver,  said  entry  should  not 
for  that  reason  be  canceled. 

2d.  That  although  Mr.  Haggin  purchased  the  land  from  said  Fetter- 
man,  supposing  his  title  to  be  good,  and  has  expended  considerable 
money  in  improving  it,  yet  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  acquire  title 
to  the  land,  if  it  is  not  desert  land  within  the  meaning  of  said  act. 

3d.  That  said  land  was  substantially  reclaimed  prior  to  April  19, 
1877,  for  the  reason  that  the  main  canals  by  which  a  portion  thereof 
had  been  irrigated  and  b}^  which  all,  or  nearly  all,  could  be  irrigated, 
were  built  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  desert  land  act. 

4th.  That  said  land,  if  not  timber  land,  is  wooded  land,  and  therefore 
not  subject  to  entry  under  said  act. 
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^th.  That  the  evidence  shows  that  the  ordinary  rainfall  is  not  sufQ- 
cient  to  mature  an  agricultural  crop  on  said  land,  and  that  without 
moisture  from  Kern  river  no  agricultural  crop  can  be  produced,  except- 
ing in  a  year  of  excessive  raius. 

The  local  officers  duly  transmitted  the  record  in  said  case,  and  on 
October  26,  1878,  your  office  considered  the  same,  and  reported  that 
the  printed  volume  of  ex-parte  affidavits  and  statements  having  been 
objected  to  by  the  special  agent  of  the  government,  were  not  considered 
by  your  office  as  properly  in  the  case;  that  upon  the  investigation 
ordered,  some  twenty  witnesses  were  called  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  and  about  thirty  for  the  claimants,  and  their  testimony  fills 
two  printed  volumes  of  over  five  hundred  pages  each ;  that  the  witnesses 
for  claimants  uniformly  testify  that  all  the  entries,  so  far  as  chey  know, 
are  desert  in  character,  not  timber  land,  and  will  not  produce  any  agri- 
cultural crop  without  artificial  irrigation ;  that  the  witnesses  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  substantially  agree  that  the  part  of  the  dis- 
trict north  of  Goose-neck  slough,  just  north  of  the  line  between 
townships  29  and  30,  is  desert  in  character,  while  that  part  south  of  that 
line  down  to  Buena  Vista  and  Kern  lakes,  comprising  five  or  six  town- 
ships, is  not  desert  in  character;  that  it  appears  from  the  records  ot 
your  office  that  as  far  north  as  townships  22  and  23,  in  ranges  24,  25 
and  26,  over  12,000  acres  of  land  covered  by  ^esert  entries  have  been 
•abandoned,  because  the  entrymen  can  not  obtain  water;  that  the  only 
-entries  whose  validity  is  to  be  determined  are  those  within  townships 
SO  and  31,  and  ranges  25,  26  and  27 ;  that  this  district:Oomposed  of  about 
five  complete  townships,  is  traversed  by  the  Kern  river,  which  is  sub- 
ject to  overflow  during  the  rainy  season,  and  which  fills  some  sloughs 
in  the  vicinity,  thus  affording  some  natural  irrigation  and  supplying 
water  for  artificial  canals. 

Your  office  further  reported  that  the  field  notes  of  survey,  made  in 
1854,  show  that  two  of  said  townships  are  good  land  and  three  of  them 
second-rate;  that  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  United  States  testifies 
that  he  kept  a  diary  from  March  10, 1S70,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1877, 
except  one  month  in  1873,  which  shows  that  during  that  period  there 
were  in  the  summer  months  no  rains  whatever,  except  a  good  shower 
in  July,  1870,  an  l  a  rain  in  June,  1882;  that  in  the  year  1873  there  was 
no  rain  between  February  13  and  November  10 ;  none  in  1874,  after 
May  6;  none  in  1875,  after  the  snow  of  May  15,  until  the  rain  of  No- 
vember 2 ;  none  in  1876  between  March  7  and  October  20,  and  none  in 
1877,  betweeft  March  20  and  November  13;  that  tliese  statistics,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  known  fact  that  the  earlier  settlers  were  com- 
pelled, at  great  expense,  to  use  artificial  irrigation,  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  almost  exhaust  the  ordinary  supply  of  water,  show  that  the  few  re- 
maining tracts  will  not  produce  an  agricultural  crop  without  artificial 
irrigation. 

Your  office  further  finds  that  these  desert  entries  in  said  five  town- 
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ships  were  made  by  tweuty-oue  different  persons  and  cover  2443  acres, 
all  that  remains  of  government  land  in  an  aggregate  amount  of  115,000 
acres ;  that  the  desert  character  of  the  tracts  covered  by  said  entries  ia 
sufficiently  established,  and  that  the  tract  entered  by  Haggin  ought 
not  to  be  canceled  simply  because  he  is  the  owner  of  an  adjoining  ranchr 
and  brought  water  to  the  land  prior  to  his  entry  thereof;  that  since 
the  water  can  not  be  used  by  a  stranger,  "  it  matters  little  whether  the 
ditch  is  made  by  the  claimant  before^  at  the  time,  or  after  entry  ; "  that 
the  low  Cottonwood  and  willow  clumps  that  border  upon  the  sloughs 
are  not  of  such  a  character  or  amount  as  to  designate  any  of  the  tracts 
upon  which  they  grow  as  timber  land ;  that  tlio  evidence  shows  that 
no  one  has  entered  in  his  own  name  more  than  he  is  entitled  to  enter 
under  the  law,  although  many  have  entered  adjoining  tracts,  and  are 
jointly  engaged  in  the  irrigation  of  the  whole  body  of  laud;  that  the 
evidence  fails  to  prove  any  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  said  entry  men ;  that 
it  appears  that  said  Haggin  loaned  money  to  the  other  entrymen  and 
took  a  lien  therefor  upon  the  land,  and  if  said  certificates  are  not  assign- 
able, then  the  contract  for  a  lien  would  be  simply  void,  and  in  any  event 
the  question  was  not  properly  before  your  office  in  the  case. 

Your  office  also  found  that  the  land  covered  by  said  entries  has  been 
in  the  market  for  many  years,  and  it  would  doubtless  have  been  entered 
if  valuable  for  timber,  or  if  it  had  not  required  great  expense  for  irri- 
gation; that  the  entries  ought  not  to  be  canceled  on  account  of  the 
discrepancy  in  the  dates  of  the  certificates  and  the  time  when  the 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre  were  paid  to  the  receiver.  Your  office  there- 
fore recommended  that  the  suspension  be  removed. 

The  order  of  suspension  applied  to  desert  land  entries  from  one  to 
three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  inclusive.  Some  of  these  entries  have 
been  canceled,  since  the  date  of  said  suspension. 

The  objections  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  land  officers  to  make 
said  investigation  were  properly  overruled.  They  were  acting  under 
the  express  instructions  of  this  Department.  Witherspoon  v.  Duncan 
(4  Wall.,  210)  ;  Lee  r.  Johnson  (116  U.  8.,  48). 

It  is  evident  that  the  instructions  to  the  local  land  officers  contem- 
plated that  the  validity  of  each  entry  should  be  determined  separntely,. 
and  the  register  and  receiver  so  construing  said  instructions  have  only 
passed  upon  the  desert  entry  of  said  Haggin.  They  find  that  his  entry 
is  invalid,  because  the  land  was  substantially  reclaimed  prior  to  the 
passage  of  said  act,  and  is  within  the  inhibition  of  said  act,  being  tim- 
bered or  wooded  land. 

The  second  section  of  the  desert  land  act  provides: — 

That  all  lauds,  exclusive  of  timber  lands  and  mineral  lands,  which  will  not  with- 
out irrigation,  produce  some  ajjjricultural  crop,  shall  be  deemed  desert  lauds  within 
the  meaning  of  this  act,  which  fact  shall  be  ascertained  by  proof  of  two  or  more 
credible  witnessen,  under  oath,  whose  affidavits  shall  be  filed  in  the  land  office  in 
which  said  tract  of  land  may  be  situated. 
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The  evidence  shows  that  cottoawood  and  willow  trees  were  growing 
on  the  land  in  question  at  the  date  of  Hoggin's  said  entry.  The  wit- 
nesses difier  as  to  the  number  and  size  of  the  trees.  Those  for  the  claim- 
ant placing  the  number  at  less  than  two  hundred,  while  the  witnessen 
for  the  government  state  that  there  were  over  a  thousand. 

In  the  case  of  Biggan  v,  Kiley  (5  L.  D.,  695),  this  Department  held 

that- 
Even  if  it  be  shown  that  the  land  will  not  prodace  some  agricultural  ''.rop  with- 
out irrigation,  yet,  if  the  testimony  shows  that  there  are  several  acres  of  timber  on 
the  land,  such  laud  can  not  be  entered  under  said  act. 

On  May  11, 1888  (6  L.  D.,  662),  your  oflBce  was  advised  that  tin*  para- 
graph in  the  circular  of  June  27,  18S7  (5  L.  D.,  708),  to  wit,  "  Landa 
containing  sufficient  moisture  to  produce  a  natural  growtli  of  trees  are 
not  to  be  classed  as  desert  lands,'*  did  not  prohibit  the  entry  of  hinds 
that  will  not  produce  an  agricultural  crop,  "  even  if  such  land  has  some 
or  even  a  considerable  growth  of  inesquite  trees  upon  it."  But  "if  the, 
ordinary  forest  trees  will  grow  upon  the  land,  there  is  sufficient  mois- 
ture in  the  soil  to  render  the  land  non-desert  in  character." 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  comment  in  detail  upon  the  testiuiouy 
of  each  witness  introduced,  but  I  think  the  findings  of  the  local  laud 
officers  are  substantially  sustained  by  the  evidence  in  the  case.  I 
therefore  concur  in  their  opinion  that  the  tract  covered  by  Haggiu's. 
said  declaration  was  not  subject  to  entry  at  the  date  thereof,  on  account 
of  the  trees  growing  thereon. 

Upon  the  record  presented,  it  will  be  quite  impracticable  to  deter, 
mine  the  validity  of  the  other  entries  suspended  under  said  order.  In- 
deed, the  record  does  not  show  that  the  entry  men  have  been  duly  noti- 
fied, or  that  any  hearings  have  been  had  upon  tlieir  particular  entries. 
Before  any  of  the  other  entries  can  be  canceled,  hearings  must  be  had 
and.proof  submitted  by  the  United  States  or  contestant,  showing  the 
invalidity  of  each  entry.  The  LeCocq  cases  (2  L.  D.,  784) ;  Ilenry 
Cliff  C^  L.  D.  210);  George  T.  Burns  (4  L.  D.,  62);  John  W.  Hoffman 
(5  L.  D.,  2). 

Since  the  date  of  the  suspension  of  said  entries,  Congress  passed  the 
act  of  May  14,  1880  (21  Stat.,  140),  which  provides,  by  the  second  sec- 
tion thereof,  a  preference  right  of  entry  to  the  successful  contestant  of 
a  pre-emption,  homesteader  timber  culture  entry.  Under  the  rulings 
of  this  Department,  this  act  applies  to  contestants  of  desert  land  en. 
tries,  and  your  office  has  transmitted  to  this  Department  from  time  to 
time,  the  record  of  certain  contests  allowed,  and  also  applications  to 
contest  some  of  said  entries,  which  have  been  refused  by  the  local  land 
officers.  Said  papers  are  herewith  returned  for  appropriate  action  by 
your  office. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  order  of  suspension  of  said  entries 
should  be  revoked,  and  so  direct.  I  see  no  objection,  however,  to  pass- 
ing upon  the  contests  initiated  prior  to  said  order  of  suspension,  where 
hearings  were  held  and  evidence  submitted  by  the  respective  parties, 
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aud  also  allowing  the  parties,  who  have  filed  applications  to  contest,  to 
proceed  with  their  contests  where  the  grounds  thereof  are  the  invalidity 
of  said  entries. 

In  accordance  with  tbe  request  of  parties,  the  testimony  taken  in  this 
investigation,  relative  to  the  desert  character  of  the  land,  so  far  as  the 
same  is  applicable,  may  be  used  iu  any  subsequent  proceeding  involving 
the  validity  of  the  entries  in  cases  where  stipulation  has  heretofore  been 
made  that  it  should  apply. 

It  is  not  necessary,  nor  is  it  intended  in  this  decision,  to  express  any 
opinion  upon  the  validity  of  the  other  entries  suspended  under  said 
order.  In  view,  however,  of  the  evidence  elicited,  and  the  reports  of 
the  special  agents,  the  local  laud  officers  should  be  directed,  when  final 
proof  sball  be  offered,  to  make  careful  inquiry  as  to  the  character  of  the 
land  at  the  date  of  entry,  the  reclamation  thereof,  and  the  good  faith 
of  the  eutryman  in  every  respect,  both  in  making  said  entry  and  his 
subsequent  acts. 

The  time  between  the  date  when  said  order  of  suspension  became  effect- 
ive, and  the  date  of  the  notice  of  its  revocation  will  be  excluded  from 
the  time  within  which  the  eutryman  is  required  to  make  proof  of  his 
oompliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

By  your  office  letter,  dated  August  13,  1889,  I  am  advised  that  the 
land  covered  by  said  entry,  No.  184,  was  passed  to  patent  on  December 
20, 1884.  This  was  clearly  erroneous,  but  the  patent  having  issued,  the 
Department  is  deprived  of  jurisdiction  in  the  premises,  so  long  as  the 
patents  for  said  land  remain  intact. 

Mr.  Haggin  asks  that  suit  be  instituted  by  the  government  to  cancel 
said  patents.  This  request  cannot  be  granted,  but  this  refusal  of  the 
Department  to  recommend  the  institution  of  suit  will  not  prevent  the 
parties  claiming  said  land  to  adjudicate  their  rights  iu  the  proper  courts 
of  the  country-. 


Levi  Wood. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  July  23,  IS90, 
11  L.  D.,  88,  denied  by  Secretary  Noble,  January  13, 1891. 


HOMESTEAD— APPLICATION  TO  ENTER. 

George  Watkins. 

One  who  has  duly  complied  with  the  pre-emption  law,  Habmitted  fiual  proof,  and 
paid  for  the  land,  is  not  disqualified  as  a  homestead  applicant  by  the  fact  that 
the  local  office  has  not  issued  final  certiricate  under  the  pre-emption  proof. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  13, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  George  Watkins  from  your  office 
decision  dated  June  23,  188S,  rejecting  his  application  to  make  home- 
stead entry  for  the  NW.  \  Sec.  32,  T.  27,  li.  47  W.,  Lamar,  Colorado. 
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The  record  shows  that  he  filed  pre-emptiou  declaratory  statement  for 
the  XW.  J  Sec.  20,  T.  27  S.,  li.  46  W.,  January  3, 1887. 

August  29th  following  he  made  final  proof.  The  register  and  re- 
ceiver by  letter  dated  November  14,  1887,  say  "Owing  to  a  clerical 
error  in  Watkins^  proof  he  had  not  lived  on  the  land  the  necessary  six 
months.    The  error  was  corrected  later  on." 

He  paid  $200  for  the  land  the  same  da^'  proof  was  made,  but  received 
no  receipt  therefor  until  after  his  application  for  homestead  entry. 
Afterwards  he  received  a  receipt  and  final  certificate  for  the  land,  which 
was  dated  August  20,  1887. 

His  application  to  make  homestead  entry  for  the  tract  in  question 
was  presented  at  the  local  office  September  23,  1887,  and  rejected  same 
day  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a  qualified  homesteader,  because 
receipt  and  final  certificate  had  not  been  issued  to  him  on  his  pre- 
emption claim.     He  appealed  to  your  office. 

Alfred  W.  Swart  filed  application  to  make  homestead  entry  for  the 
land  in  question  October  20,  1887,  which  was  rejected  because  of  the 
pending  application  of  Watkius  to  enter  the  same  tract. 

Swart  also  appealed  to  your  office. 

After  considering  both  appeals,  you,  on  June  23, 1888,  rejected  Wat- 
kins' application  and  allowed  Swart  to  make  entry.  VVatkins  appealed 
to  this  Department.  His  application  was  filed  twenty-seven  days  be- 
fore that  filed  by  Swart.  It  follows  if  he  was  a  qualified  entryman 
that  his  application  should  have  been  allowed. 

The  final  proof  upon  his  pre-emption  claim  was  made  before  the 
register  and  receiver,  and  if  there  was  a  clerical  error  in  reducing  his 
testimony  to  writing,  it  was  an  error  of  the  loual  office,  and  he  should 
not  be  prejudiced  thereby.  It  is  no  where  claimed  that  he  had  not 
fully  complied  with  the  law.  On  September  23,  1887,  when  his  appli- 
cation was  filed,  he  had  done  every  thing  that  the  law  required  in  order 
to  secure  title  to  the  land  covered  by  his  pre  emption  claim.  He  had 
at  the  time  of  his  final  proof  si. own  sufficient  residence  and  improve- 
ment to  entitle  him  thereto,  and  paid  for  the  land.  He  was  then  en- 
titled to  his  duplicate  receipt.  No  presumption  as  against  such  show- 
ing could  be  properly  founded  upon  the  fact  that  the  local  office  did 
not  then  deliver  him  the  receipt  and  final  certificate.  **  He  had  per- 
formed each  obligation  laid  upon  him  by  the  law,  not  only  in  the  matter 
of  residence  and  improvement,  but  also  as  to  payment  of  the  purchase 
price  at  the  proper  time."  Joseph  W.  Mitchell  (7  L.  D.,  455) ;  Magalia 
Gold  Mg.  Co.  V.  Ferguson  (6  L.  D.,  218) ;  Orr  v.  Breach  (7  L.  1).,  292) ; 
Joseph  W.  Mitchell  (8  L.  D.,  2()8) ;  Elierhard  Querbach  (10  L.  D.,  142). 

Your  office  decision  is  accordingly  reversed,  and  you  will  direct  the 
local  officers  to  accept  Watkins'  application. 
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Ruth  McI^icklb. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  reudered  November  1^ 
1890,  11  L.  D.,  422,  denied  by  Secretary  Noble,  January  13,  1891. 


PRACTICE-NOTICE  OF  CONTEST— DEFECTIVE  SERVICE. 

Morgan  v.  Riley. 

Service  of  notice  is  fatally  defective  where  the  purported  copy  of  the  origiual  notice, 
delivered  to  the  defendant,  does  not  show  the  true  date  of  hearing  as  fixed  in  the 
original  notice. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  January  12,  1891. 

lo  the  appeal  of  Morgan  from  your  office  decision  of  March  1,  1889, 
in  the  case  of  George  W.  Morgan  v.  West  Riley,  the  following  facts  ap- 
pear of  record : 

November  12,  1883,  said  Riley  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the  N.  J 
NW.  J,  Sec.  35,  T.  4  N.,  R.  19  W  ,  S.  B.  M.,  Los  Angeles,  California. 
Morgan  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest  agaiitst  the  same,  August  27,  1888. 
On  the  same  day  notice  issued,  summoning  the  claimant  to  appear  at 
the  local  office  on  December  22,  1888,  to  respond  to  the  allegations 
charged  Hgainst  him. 

The  notice  was  served  by  one  Bloomer,  who  left  with  the  defendant 
what  purported  to  be  a  copy  of  the  original  notice,  but  which  stated 

^  ft  

the  day  of  hearing  to  be  on  November  22,  instead  of  December  22,  the 
day  fixed  in  the  original  notice.  On  the  said  22d  of  December,  the  cor- 
rect date,  defendant  appeared  specially  by  counsel  and  moved  to  dis- 
miss the  contest  for  want  of  proper  service  of  notice,  and  presented  the 
defective  copy  of  notice  which  had  been  left  with  him. 

The  register  and  receiver  refused  to  dismiss,  but  continued  their 
hearing  on  their  ow^n  motion  until  December  31,  '*  to  allow  Riley  to 
make  oath  of  the  service  made  upon  him."  On  that  day  Riley's  affida- 
vit w^as  filed,  showing  that  the  notice  which  had  been  presented  to  the 
court,  and  naming  22d  November  as  the  day  of  hearing,  was  the  only 
notice  or  copy  of  notice  he  had  ever  received  or  heard  of.  On  the 
back  of  the  original  notice  is  the  affidavit  of  Bloomer  that  he  serv-ed 
Riley  with  the  within  notice  by  reading  it  "  to  and  in  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  said  West  Rilej^,  and  delivering  him  a  true  copy  thereof." 

Counsel  for  plaintiff  on  this  showing  did  not  ask  for  a  continuance 
and  new  service  of  notice,  but  insisted  that  the  service  was  sufficient. 
Whereupon  the  register  and  receiver,  on  motion  of  defendant,  supported 
by  his  affidavit,  as  aforesaid,  dismissed  the  contest  because  of  the  de- 
fective service  of  notice. 

The  plaintiff  appealed  to  your  office,  and  on  presentation  of  the  rec- 
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ord  above,  your  office  returued  the  affidavit  of  contest  and  ordered  a 
rehearing  under -the  rules,  with  notice  properly  served  on  defendant. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  right-  The  authorities  cited  by  counsel 
for  appellant  are  not  in  point  The  lirst  one  (Crowston  v.  Seal,  5  L.  D., 
213)  holds  only,  that  wlien  the  defendant,  a  nonresident,  is  shown  to 
hav^  received  notice  by  registered  letter  thirty  days  before  the  day  set 
for  hearing,  the  service  is  sufficient.  The  same  opinion  expressly  holds 
that  ^^it  is  not  enough  that  the  notice  was  sufficient  to  put  the  claim- 
ant on  inquiry,  unless  due  service  has  been  made.'' 

Due  service  in  this  case  consists  in  the  "  delivery  of  a  copy  of  the 
notice''  to  the  defendant.    (Practice  Rule  9.) 

Downey  v.  Brlggs,  5  L.  D.,  690,  cited  by  defendant,  holds  that  the 
'^  original  notice  of  contest,  instead  of  a  copy,"  is  sufficient. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  neither  the  original  notice,  nor  a  copy  thereof,  was 
left  with  the  defendant,  for  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  defective 
copy  was  the  one  actually  left  with  the  defendant. 

This  decision  also  follows  Milne  v.  Dowling,  4  L.  D.,  378,  in  holding 
that  the  "mere  fact  that  the  claimant  has  knowledge  of  a  |)ending  con- 
test does  not  bring  him  into  court, "  nor  render  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
defend  his  claim. 

There  has  been  thereforenoproper  service  of  notice  on  the  defendant. 

•The  case  will  be  remanded,  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  your 
office,  which  is  hereby  affirmed. 


PRACTICE— MOTIOX  FOR  REVIEW. 

Hoffman  v.  Tomlinson  et  al. 

A  motion  for  the  review  of  a  departmontal  decision  must  be  filed  within  thirty  days 
from  notice  of  the  decision  songht  to  be  reviewed,  and  when  so  filed  it  operates 
as  a  supersedeas  of  any  order  or  judgment  made  therein,  but  if  not  filed  within 
that  time  the  execution  of  the  judgment  can  only  be  stayed  by  the  direct  action 
of  the  Secretary. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  January 

33,  1891. 

On  June  13,  1889,  there  came  before  the  Department  the  case  of 
Charles  L.  Hoffman  v.  Hiram  Tomlinson  and  Theodore  F.  Barnes  in- 
volving the  right  to  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  8,  T.  13  N.,  R.  38  W.,  6th  P.  M., 
North  Platte,  Nebraska,  which  was  formerly  embraced  in  the  home- 
stead entry  of  the  said  Barnes,  which  he  relinquished  and  afterwards 
applied  to  enter  with  two  soldiers  additional  homestead  certificates,  as 
attorney  for  Hiram  Tomlinson  for  forty  acres  and  Daniel  Emerson  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

Charles  L.  Hoflfman  applied  to  contest  the  entry  of  Barnes  which  was 
refused  because  said  entry  had  been  relinquished,  and  he  then  offered 
to  make  homestead  entry  of  said  tract,  which  was  refused  by  the  local 
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officers  because  of  the  pendency  of  the  soldiers  additional  homestead 
application  made  by  Barnes  as  attorney  for  Emerson  and  Tomlinson. 

Your  office  on  October  23,  1886,  approved  the  action  of  the  local  offi- 
cers rejecting  the  application  of  Hoffman  to  contest,  and  also  rejected 
the  application  of  Barnes  as  attorney  for  Tomlinson  to  locate  his  sol- 
diers additional  certificate  for  forty  acres,  but  allowed  Barnes  to  locate 
the  soldier's  additional  certificate  of  Emerson  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  The  claims  of  the  respective  parties  came  before  the 
Department  upon  the  appeal  of  Hoffman  from  this  decision  of  your 
office,  and  on  June  13, 1889,  a  decision  was  rendered  by  the  Department 
in  said  case  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
lead  to  tlie  suspicion  that  the  entries  sought  to  be  made  by  Barnes^ 
ostensibly  for  Emerson  and  Tomlinson  were  really  intended  for  himself, 
and  the  following  order  was  made : — 

For  the  purpose,  therefore,  that  the  right  of  the  said  parties  in  relation  to  the  mat- 
ters in  dittdrence  between  them  may  be  fully  investigated  and  <iscertained,  it  is 
ordered,  that  a  hearing  bo  had  before  the  local  officers  when  the  facts  in  relation  to 
the  various  applications  of  the  parties  can  bo  fully  inquired  into  and  their  rights  re- 
garding the  lands  in  controversy  dotenniued.  All  parties  in  interest  should  be  served 
with  notice  of  the  hearing. 

Your  office  on  June  26, 1889,  transmitted  to  the  register  and  receiver 
a  copy  of  said  decision  with  instructions  to  proceed  with  a  hearing  after 
due  notice  to  all  parties,  and  pursuant  thereto  a  hearing  was  ordered 
for  November  11, 1889.  On  that  day  Barnes,  as  attorney  for  Tomlinson, 
filed  a  motion  for  reconsideration  of  said  decision  of  June  l.i,  1889,  but 
the  local  officers  did  not  deem  it  sufficient  to  delay  the  hearing,  and  the 
hearing  was  therefore  had.  The  local  officers  on  February  18,  1890, 
found  that  the  evidence  showing  conclusively  that  neither  Tomlinson 
nor  Emerson  ever  resided  upon  the  land,  Hoffman's  application  should 
be  allowed,  and  on  December  19,  1890,  they  transmitted  the  record  to 
your  office.  ''Because  of  the  presence  of  Barnes'  said  motion  (for  re- 
consideration of  the  Hon.  Secretary's  decision  of  June  I'J,  1889),  with 
the  record  sent  up  by  the  local  officers  of  December  19,  1890,"  your  of- 
fice without  making  any  decision  in  said  case,  transmitted  the  papers 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Department  in  connection  with  said  motion 
for  review. 

A  motion  for  review  of  a  decision  of  the  Department  must  be  filed 
within  thirty  days  from  notice  of  the  decision  sought  to  be  reviewed 
(Rule  77),  and  when  so  filed  it  operates  as  a  supersedeas  of  any  order 
or  judgment  made  therein;  but  if  not  filed  within  that  time  the  exe- 
cution of  the  judgment  or  order  can  only  be  stayed  by  the  direct  action 
of  the  Secretary. 

This  motion  was  not  filed  until  nearly  live  months  had  expired  after 
the  rendering  of  the  decision  complained  of,  and  it  is  not  alleged  or 
shown  in  said  motion  that  the  notice  of  the  decision  was  not  received 
within  due  time.    On  the  contrary  the  affidavit  of  Barnes,  asking  as 
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attorney  for  Touilinsoa  that  said  hearing  be  continued,  which  was  ex- 
ecQted  September  5, 1889,  showed  that  he  at  least  had  notice  of  said  de- 
cision at  that  time,  which  was  sixty-seven  days  before  the  motion  for 
review  was  file<l.  As  said  motion  was  not  filed  in  time,  and  as  the  or- 
der of  the  Secretary  was  in  process  of  execution  when  the  motion  was 
filed,  it  is  hereby  dismissed  and  the  record  is  herewith  remanded  to 
youi  office  that  you  may  pass  upon  the  appeal  of  Tomliuson  from  the 
decision  of  the  local  officers  of  February  18,  1890,  which  appears  with 
the  record  in  said  case. 


SERVICE  OF  NOTICE  BY  PUBL.ICATrON-MISNOMER, 

Eeimbe  v.  Van  Obne. 

Service  of  notice  by  piiblicatioD  is  fatally  defective,  where,  in  the  affidavit  therefor^ 
and  theBubseqneDt  publication,  the  defendnnt  is  improperly  desijcnated  as  **  Fred- 
erich  Van  Dem,"  instead  of  *•  Hendrik  Van  Oene." 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office j  January  13,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  George  Reinier  v.  Frederich  Vau  Dein 
(Ueudrik  Van  Oeue),  involving  timber  culture  entry  No.  3645,  for  the 
NW.  I  of  Sec.  21,  T.  128,  K.  75,  Aberdeen  land  district.  South  Dakota. 

Contest  was  initiated  April  21,  1888.  Service  was  had  by  publica- 
tion, addressed  to  "Frederich  Van  Dem",  upon  affidavit  by  contestant 
that  inquiry  of  persons  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land,  and  of  the 
postmaster  at  the  post-office  nearest  thereto,  failed  to  disclose  the  where- 
abouts of  said  "  Frederich  Van  Dem."  From  the  records  of  your  office^ 
and  from  the  entry  papers  in  the  case,  it  appears  that  the  name  of  the 
I)er8on  who  made  said  entry  was  not  '*  Frederich  Van  Dem",  but  Hen- 
drik Van  Oene."  Whereupon  your  office  holds  that  legal  notice  of  said 
contest  has  not  been  given  to  said  "Hendrik  Van  Oeue",  the  entry  man.. 
I  concur  in  your  conclusion,  and  affir'.i  your  decision  vacating  the  pro- 
ceedings already  had,  and  remanding  the  case  for  further  hearing. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTRY— PENDING  APPL.ICATION. 

Richards  v.  McKenzie. 

An  entry  made  during  thn  pendency  of  the  prior  application  of  another  confers  no^ 
righls  as  against  the  prior  applicant ;  and,  in  the  event  that  Huch  application  is 
allowed  the  intervening  entry  man  should  be  called  upon  to  show  cauHc  why  Ins 
entry  should  not  be  canceled. 

First  Assi8ta7it  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  13,  1891. 

1  have  considered  the  case  of  Alice  V.  Richards  v.  George  F.  Mc- 
Kenzie, involving  lots  1  and  2,  and  the  X.J  of  the  SE.J  of  Sec.  11,  T* 
62  N.,  B.  14  W.,  Duluth  land  district,  Minnesota. 
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The  tract  described  was  formerly  covered  by  the  cash  entry  of  one 
Fred  Scbinarzork,  which  was  cauceled  by  your  office  letter  of  April  10, 
1888. 

On  April  16, 1888,  about  half  past  eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  Alexander 
Douglass  made  homestead  entry  of  the  tract.  . 

At  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  same  day,  McKenzie  applied  to  make  homestead 
entry;  but  his  application  was  refused,  because  of  the  prior  entry  of 
Douglass. 

From  this  action  of  the  local  officers  McKenzie  appealed  to  your 
office,  which  (on  June  25, 1888,)  sustained  the  action  of  the  local  offi- 
<;ers.  Thereupon  McKenzie  (on  August  31,  1888,)  ap[)ealed  to  the 
Secretary. 

While  said  appeal  was  pending,  before  the  Secretary,  said  Douglass, 
on  October  15,  1888,  relinquished  his  entry,  and  the  same  was  cauceled 
upon  the  records  of  the  local  office.  Douglass'  relinquishment  was 
transmitted  to  your  office  which  transmitted  it  to  the  Department ;  aud 
the  Department,  on  January  3,  1890,  returned  the  papers  to  your  office, 
with  direction  that  McKenzie's  entry  be  allowed. 

The  local  officers  complied  with  the  directions ;  but  wrote  to  your 
office  for  instructions  as  to  what  course  to  pursue,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  on  the  date  (October  15,  188S,)  when  Douglass  relinquished  his 
entry,  they  had  at  once  allowed  Alice  V.  Richards  to  make  homestead 
entry  of  the  tract. 

Your  office,  on  April  18, 1890,  wrote  to  the  local  officers  as  follows  : 

I  do  not  find  any  thiug  iu  the  records  to  show  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  was  advised 
•of  H%id  Richards'  entry,  couseqnently  the  McKenzie  entry  was  allowed  without  in  any 

nianuerconsideringher  rights;  therefore McKenzie  did  not  acquire  any 

\}vefiiTence  right  of  entry  by  virtue  of  his  application  to  enter  said  land,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings as  indicated  in  the  foregoing ;  therefore  he  should  now  be  called  upon  to 
shuw  cause  within  sixty  days  why  his  entry  should  not  be  held  for  cancellation,  and 
the  entry  of  Richards'  be  allowed  to  stand,  as  being  the  tirst  legal  entry  for  said 
tract  after  the  same  was  subject  to  entry. 

From  this  order  of  your  office  McKenzie  appeals  to  the  Department. 

Whether  or  not  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  May  14,  1880  (21 
Stat.,  140),  is  applicable  to  the  case  at  bar  need  not  be  discussed.  Irre- 
spective of  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  McKenzie  had  made  applica- 
tion, on  April  16,  1888,  to  enter  the  tract  in  controversy — which  appli- 
cation was,  while  pending,  equivalent  to  actual  entry,  so  far  as  the 
applicant's  rights  were  concerned,  and  withdrew  the  land  embraced 
therein  from  any  other  disposition  until  final  action  thereon — Richards' 
subsequent  application  (of  October  15,  1888,)  was  improperly  allowed, 
and  conferred  upon  her  no  rights  as  against  the  prior  applicant.  (Rule 
33  of  Practice ;  Pfaff  v,  Williams  et  al,^  4  L.  D.,  455  ;  Maria  O.  Arter,  7 
L.  D.,136;  8L.  D.,559;  Saben  i\  Amundson,  9  L.  D.,  578;  Arthur  P. 
Toombs,  10  L.  D.,  192;  Pettigrewt?.  Griffin,  10  L.  D.,  510). 

Kichards's  entry  having  been  allowed,  however — although  in  viola- 
tion of  departmental  rules  and  precedents— you  will  direct  that  she  be 


DECISIONS    RELATING    TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  49 

called  upon  to  show  cause,  within  sixty  days  from  notice,  why  her  said 
entry  should  not  be  canceled,  and  that  of  McKenzie  permitted  to  stand. 
In  case  no  response  is  received  from  llichards  within  the  time  specified, 
her  entry  will  be  canceled.  If  she  should  apply  for  a  hearing,  it 
should  be  granted,  and  the  case  re-adjudicated  in  accordance  with  the 
facts  disclosed  at  such  hearing,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  principles  here- 
inbefore enunciated. 
Your  office  decision  of  April  18,  1890,  is  modified  as  herein  indicated. 


PROCEEDINGS  OX  PROTEST    CORROBORATING  WITNESS-ACT  OF  JUNE 

6,  1872. 

HiNCHMAN   ET   AL.  V.   McCLAIN.* 

It  lies  withiu  the  discretion  of  the  Comuiissioner  to  refuse  au  order  for  a  hearing  on 
protest  where  the  allegations  therein  are  deemed  by  him  insafiicient,  and  the 
corToborating  witnesses  testify  from  information  and  belief. 

The  fifteen  townships  set  apart  for  sale  for  the  benefit  of  the  Flathead  Indians,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  5,  1872,  did  not  include  lands  lying  in  part 
below  the  Lo  Lo  Fork  of  the  Bitter  Root  Kiver. 

Mrst  Assistant  Secretary  Muldrow  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  March  18, 1889. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Wilbert  H.  Qinchmau  and  William 
H.  Beed,  from  your  office  decision,  dated  December  28, 1887,  in  the  con- 
test case  of  said  Hinchinan  and  Reed  v.  Thomas  A.  McClain,  returning 
for  amendment  the  contest  affidavit. 

The  record  shows  that  on  December  13, 1882,  Thomas  A.  McGlaia 
made  desert  land  entry  No.  660,  for  the  S.  J  of  iihe  N  W.  J,  and  the  S W. 
i,  of  Sec.  14,  T.  11  K,  R.  20  W.,  Helena  land  district,  Montana  Terri- 
tory. 

On  August  27, 1885,  in  accordance  with  published  notice,  he  made 
final  proof  and  payment  for  said  described  tract,  and  on  September  5, 
1885,  receiver's  receipt  and  final  certificate  No.  306  were  issued  to  Mc- 
Olaiu  for  said  land. 

On  November  8, 1887,  the  register  transmitted  to  your  office  a  protest 
of  Wilbert  M.  Hinchman,  and  William  H.  Beed,  against  the  issuance 
of  patent  to  McGlaiu  for  said  tract,  in  which  they  alleged  that 

«aid  lands  will  without  irrigation  produce  an  agricultnral  crop  each  year  with  the 
ordinary  amount  of  cultivation  required  on  other  farms  in  the  vicinity   which  are 

homestead  and  pre-emption  claims Deponents  further  say  that  said 

land  is  within  the  tifteen  townships  .surveyed  and  opened  to  settlement  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  funds  for  the  confederated  trihes  of  Flat  Head  Indians;  and  that  said 
land  is  south  of  the  Lo  Lo  Fork  in  the  Bitter  Root  valley,  and  is  only  open  to  pre- 
emption settlers  under  the  act  of  June  5,  1872 that  the  final  receipt 

of  said  desert  land  entry  was  obtained  in  a  fraudulent  manner  by  imposition  on  the 
government  and  its  officers  and  the  witnesses,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  A.  McClain 
is  not  entitled  to  any  part  of  said  tract  as  a  desert  land  claim,  etc. 


*  Omitted  from  Vol.  8. 
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On  December  28,  1887,  your  office  by  letter  "H"  decided  that  the 
allej^atiODS  made  by  protestants  as  to  the  laud  in  dispute  being  within 
the  fifteen  townships  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  FLathead  Indians,  etc., 
"  is  not  borne  out. by  tlie  records  in  this  office."  Your  office  also  found 
that  protestants  corroborating  witnesvses,  Theodore  Upman  and  Pleas- 
ant Davis,  depose  and  say  that  "the  foregoing  allegations  are  true  to 
their  best  knowledge,  information  and  belief,"  while  form  (4-072)  pre- 
pared by  your  office,  the  corroborating  witnesses  are  required  to  testify 
"  that  they  know  from  personal  observation  that  the  statements  therein 
made  are  true,"  and  held  that  said  witnesses  cannot  testify  "  from  in- 
formation and  belief,"  and  further  that  "  it  does  not  appear  from  pro- 
tectants affidavit  that  the  agricultural  crop  referred  to  would  grow  upon 
said  land  in  sufficient  quantity,  without  artificial  irrigation  at  the  time 
said  entry  was  made,  viz:  January  3,  1883,  to  fairly  remunerate  the 
husbandman  for  the  seed,  time  and  labor  in  producing  the  same,"  and 
for  said  reason  returned  said  affidavit  for  amendment  in  that  particular, 
and  for  the  required  corroboration. 

The  protestants  appealed  from  said  decision,  and  therein  alleged  that 
the  points  of  objection  raised  by  your  office  are  not  material  iu  thi» 
case,  for  the  reason  that  the  affidavit  sets  forth  facts  to  show  that  the 
land  is  within  the  fifteen  townships  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Flathead  Indians  under  the  law  of  June  5,  1872,  and  that  all  the  en- 
tries thsit  can  be  made  on  said  lands  outside  of  cash  entries  are  home- 
stead entries,  and  that  the  claimant  has  no  legal  right  to  a  desert  land 
euiry  by  law  on  the  tract  in  contest." 

Counsel  tor  protestants  in  their  argument  state  that  they  waive 
their  right  to  amend  their  affidavit  of  contest  ami  r«'ly  upon  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  June  5,  1872,  as  sufficient  to  warrant  a  cancellation 
of  claimant's  entry. 

Section  one  (1)  of  said  act  declares  (17  Stat.,  220) : 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  as  soon  as  practicjil)le,  to  remove  the  Flat- 
head Indians  ^vh ether  of  full  blood  or  mixed  bloods,)  and  all  other  Indians  con- 
nected with  said  tribe,  and  rec(»gnized  as  members  thereof,  from  IJitter  U4M>t  valley, 
in  the  Territory  of  Montana,  to  the  <;eueral  reservation  in  wild  Territory  (commonly 
known  as  the  Jocko  reservation),  which  by  a  treaty  conclu<l«'d  at  Hell  (rate,  in  the 
Bitter  Koot  valley,  Jnly  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  lifry-tive  and  ratified  by 
the  Senate,  March  ei^^hth,  eighteen  hundred  and  tifty-nine,  between  the  United  States 
and  tlie  confederated  tiibesof  Fhitheads,  Kootenai  and  I^md  d-QieiUe  Indians,  was 
net  apart  and  reserved  for  nse  and  occupation  of  said  confederated  tribes. 

Section  two  (2)  of  said  act  provides  that  as  soon  as  pratiticalde  after 
the  i)as8a^e  of  this  act,  tlie  surveyor  pjeneial  of  Montana  Territory  shall 
cause  to  be  surveyed,  tiie  lamls  in  the  Bitter  Root  valley  iyinjr  above 
the  Lo-Lo  Fork  of  the  Bitter  Root  river;  ami  said  lands  shall  be  open  to 
settlement  and  shall  be  sold  in  le<;al  subdivisions  to  actual  settliTsonly, 
the  same  being  citizens  of  the  United  {States,  or  having  «luly  dechufd 
their  intention  to  become  such  citizens,  said  settlers  beinp:  heads  of 
lamilies  or  over  twenty-one  years  of  ajje,  in  quantities  not  excecMlin;^ 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  each  settler,  at  the  price  of  one  dollar 
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and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  payment  to  be  made  in  cash  within 
twenty-one  mouths  from  the  date  of  settlement,  or  of  the  passage  of 
this  act.  The  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections  of  said  lands  shall  be 
reserved  for  school  purposes  in  the  manner  provided  by  law.  Town- 
sites  in  said  valley  may  be  reserved  and  entered  as  provided  by  law ; 
Provided,  that  no  more  than  fifteen  townships  of  the  land  so  surveyed 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

And  provided  further,  that  none  of  the  lands  in  said  valley  above  the 
Lo-Lo  Fork  shall  be  open  to  settlement  under  the  homestead  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

The  records  in  your  ofiice  show  that  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  section  two  of  the  act  of  June  5, 1872,  a  survey  of  fifteen  town- 
ships, part  of  which  are  fractional,  was  made,  and  copies  of  which  were 
duly  filed  in  the  local  of&ce.  This  survey  contains  the  following  town, 
ships,  and  is  approved  as  designating  the  following  fifteen  contemplated 
by  said  act,  to  wit : 

"Township  5,  North,  Range  20  W., 

21  " 
21  ** 
21  " 

19  " 

20  '< 

21  " 

19  " 

20  « 

21  <» 

19  " 

20  *' 

19  " 

20  « 
19  " 

It  also  appears  from  the  records  in  your  office  that  township  eleven 
(11)  north,  range  twenty  (20)  west,  being  in  part  below  the  Lo-Lo  Fork 
of  the  Bitter  Root  river,  is  not  subjecti  to  sale  under  the  said  act,  and 
was  not  embraced  in  said  reservation. 

The  local  officers  transmitted  these  affidavits  for  the  consideration  of 
your  office,  without  expressing  any  opinion  thereon.  The  duty  of  de- 
ciding upon  the  sufficiency  thereof  and  whether  a  hearing  should  be 
had  thereunder  devolved  upon  your  office.  The  action  to  be  taken  was 
under  these  circumstances  largely  a  matter  of  discretion,  and  unless  it 
was  clearly  wrong  and  worked  an  injustice  should  not  be  disturbed. 
Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  antl  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
appellants  have  virtually  waived  all  question  as  to  the  sufficie  jcy  of 
these  allegations,  except  the  one  hereinbefore  discussed  and  decided,  I 
see  no  reason  for  modifying  the  order  made  by  your  office. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is,  for  the  reasons  herein  set  forth,  af- 
firmed. 


5, 

6, 

6, 

7, 

7. 

7, 

8, 

8, 

«, 

9, 

9, 
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10, 

11, 
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MILLE  L.AC  INDIAN  LANDS    ACT  OF  JANUARY  14,  1880. 

Amanda  J.  Walters  et  al. 

The  "  further  legislation  "  required  by  the  »ictof  July  4,  1884,  prior  to  the  disposition 
of  the  lands  named  therein,  is  provided  by  the  act  of  January  14,  1889,  aud  such 
legislation  is  now  operative,  as  the  cession  of  the  Indian's  right  of  occupancy 
has  been  obtained,  aud  received  the  approval  of  the  President. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  January 

9,  1891. 

On  March  17,  1890,  there  was  filed  in  this  Department,  a  petition  on 
behalf  of  Amanda  J.  Walters  et  al.j  and  G.  W.  M.  Reed  et  al.^  parties 
who  have  heretofore  been  allowed  to  make  entries  for  land  within  what 
is  known  as  the  "  Mille  Lac  Indian  Reservation  ^  asking  that  special 
action  be  had  in  the  matter  of  said  entries  and  that  patents  be  issued 
thereon  withont  further  delay. 

In  tbe  decision  of  January  14,  [8]  1890  (David  H.  Bobbins,  10  L.  D. 
3),  the  history  of  both  departmental  and  legislative  action  affecting 
these  lands  is  quite  fully  set  forth.    In  that  case  this  Department  held : 

That  the  cession  by  the  *'  Mille  Lac  Indians  ''  as  provided  for  id  section  one  of  the 
act  of  January  14,  188;^  (25  Stats.,  642)  of  their  remaining  interest  in  these  lands, 
namely,  the  right  of  possession  or  occupancy  during  good  behavior  toward  the  whites, 
is  a  condition  precedent  to  the  right  to  proceed,  under  the  proviso  to  section  six  of 
the  said  act,  with  entries  made  on  said  lands,  and  that  no  steps  can  be  taken  towards 
perfecting  said  entries,  or  otherwise  disposing  of  said  lands  until  said  cession  has 
been  obtained  and/' accepted  and  approved  by  the  President/' 

Id  a  message  to  Congress,  dated  March  4,  1890,  (See  Cong'l  Kecord, 
March  6, 1890,  page  1969),  the  President  announced  that  said  cession 
bas  been  obtained  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  said 
act  and  that  be  has  approved  the  same.  In  this  message  it  is  further 
set  forth  that : 

The  act  of  January  14,  1889,  (25  Stat.,  642),  evidently  contemplated  the  voluntary 
removal  of  the  body  of  all  these  bands  of  Indians  to  the  White  Earth  and  Red  Lake 
reservations,  but  a  proviso  in  section  3  of  the  act  authorized  any  Indian  to  take  his 
allotment  upon  the  reservation  where  he  now  resides.  The  commissioners  (appointed 
under  act  of  January  14,  1889),  report  that  quite  a  general  desire  was  expressed  by 
the  Indians  to  avail  themselves  of  this  option.  The  result  of  this  is  that  the  ceded 
land  can  not  be  asceitained  and  brought  to  sale  under  the  act  until  all  of  the  allot- 
ments are  made. 

In  a  letter  accompanying  the  petition  under  consideration,  written  by 
Hon.  C.  K.  Davis,  United  States  Senator  from  Minnesota,  it  is  con- 
tended that  the  proviso  to  section  three  of  the  act  of  January  14, 1889, 
applies  only  to  laud  reserved  by  the  treaty  of  March  ll,18l>3,  and  that 
the  lands  embraced  in  the  entries  referred  to  in  the  petition,  and  con- 
tained in  the  lists  filed  with  it  lie  outside  of  the  reservation  as  defined 
by  that  treaty  (12  Stats.,  1249),  and  can  have  no  reference  whatever  to 
the  mere  right  of  non-disturbance  upon  these  particular  lands. 
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The  lands  embraced  in  these  entries  are  a  part  of  the  original  Mille 
Lac  Reservation,  created,  with  other  reservations,  in  favor  of  the  Ohip- 
pewas,  by  the  treaty  ot  February  152,  1855,  (10  Stats.,  1165;  Robert 
Lowe,  5  L.  D.,  541).  By  tlie  treaty  of  1863,  as  well  as  by  that  of  May 
7,  1864,  (13  Stats.,  695,)  this  domain,  with  that  of  the  other  reservations 
existing  under  the  treaty  of  1855,  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and 
other  lands  were  set  apart  for  the  Indians  in  lieu  thereof.  But  there 
was  a  proviso  to  section  12,  in  both  the  treaties  of  1863  and  that  of 
1864,  as  follows : 

That  o^iu<T  to  the  heretofore  good  conduct  of  the  MiUe  Lac  Indiana,  they  shall  not 
be  compelled  to  remove  so  long  as  they  shall  not  in  any  way  interfere  with,  or  in 
any  manner  molest  the  persons  or  property  of  the  whites. 

The  question  whether  this  proviso  wouhl  exclude  the  lands  then 
ceded  by  the  Mille  Lacs  from  sale  and  disposal  by  the  United  States 
came  up  as  early  as  1877,  when  on  March  1st  of  that  year  in  the  case 
of  Frank  W.  Folsom,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  (Mr.  Chandler) 
decided  that  the  proviso  : 

did  not  in  his  jndgment,  exclude  said  lands  from  sale  and  disposal  by  the  United 
States.  It  was  anticipated  evidently  that  these  lands  wonld  be  settled  upon  by 
white  persons;  that  they  would  take  with  them  their  property  and  effects;  and  it 
was  provided  that  so  long  as  the  Indians  did  not  interfere  with  such  white  persons 
or  their  property,  they  might  remain,  not  because  they  had  any  right  to  the  lands, 
but  simply  as  a  matter  of  favor. 

Secretary  Schurz  subsequently  on  May  19, 1879,  directed  that  a  large 
number  of  entries  that  had  been  made  under  the  decision  of  Secretarv 
Chandler  should  be  canceled,  believing  that  they  were  unauthorized 
under  the  statutes;  but  subsequently  again  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, (Mr.  Teller)  by  letter  of  May  10, 1882,  stated  that  he  felt  constrained 
to  substantially  adhere  to  the  decision  made  by  Secretary  Chandler  in 
the  Folsom  case,  and  on  August  7,  1882,  he  ordered  the  reinstatement 
of  the  entries  canceled  by  order  of  Secretary  Schurz.  On  August  15, 
1882,  the  local  land  officers  were  instructed  to  re-instate  these  entries. 
The  question  then  came  up  in  Congress  under  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  liepreseutatives,  dated  March  21,  1884,  calling  on  the  Department 
for  information  as  to  the  status  of  the  Mille  Lac  lands.  In  reply  to 
this  resolution  a  letter  from  Commissioner  MacFarland  to  Secretary 
Teller,  dated  April  25,  1884,  after  giving  the  history  of  the  reservation 
stated : 

No  orders  or  instructions  appear  to  have  been  is.iued  by  this  oftice  to  the  local 
office  re^ardin<;  the  allowance  of  entries  or  niiiii;s  on  said  lands,  save  the  letter  ad- 
dressed to  them,  Au<;ast  !'>,  HS2,  re-iustatin<;  the  soldier's  additional  entries  above 
referred  to,  and  it  would  seem,  therefore,  that  from  the  entries  and  filings  allowed  by 
them  in  lH8i,  18S3 and  during  the  current  year,  Miat  without  waiting  for  instruc- 
tions from  this  office  in  the  premises  and  as  previously  ordered,  said  officers  had  lieen 
acting  upon  their  own  judgment.     (liouse  Ex.  Doc,  I4d,  4'^th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.) 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  Congress  passed  the  act  of 
July  4,  1884,  (23  Stats.,  89,)  providing  that  said  lands  "shall  not  be 
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patented  or  disposed  of  in  any  manner  until  farther  legislation  by  Con- 
gressP    (Robert  Lowe,  5,  L.  D.,  541.) 

The  act  of  January  14, 1889,  was  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  and 
civilization  of  the  Chippe\^  a  Indians  in  the  State  of  Minnesota."  By  it 
was  distinctly  recognized  the  existence  of  subsisting  and  valid  pre- 
emption and  homestead  entries  on  certain  portions  of  this  territory. 
By  section  5  thereof  it  was  directed  that  the  <'pine"  lands  be  disposed 
of  at  public  sale  or  private  cash  sale  where  not  bought  at  auction,  and 
by  section  6,  that  the  "agricultural"  lands  be  sold  to  actual  settlers 
only,  under  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  law,  with  the  proviso  that 

Nothing  ill  this  act  shall  be  held  to  authorize  the  sale  or  other  disposal  iiuder  its 
provisions  of  any  tract  upon  which  there  is  a  subsisting,  valid  pre-emption  or  home- 
stead entry,  but  any  such  entry  sliall  be  proceeded  with  under  the  regulations  and 
decisions  in  force  at  the  dat«  of  its  allowance,  and  if  found  regular  and  valid,  patents 
shall  issue  thereon. 

By  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  May  20,  1890,  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  it  appears  that  there  have  been  upon  these  lands 
in  question  already  patented  eighty  soldiers'  additional  entries,  sev- 
ent3'^-eight  of  which  were  patented  in  1883,  and  two  in  1884,  embracing 
6,270.09  acres;  that  there  was  patented  the  claim  of  Shaw-bosh-kung, 
under  the  first  article  of  the  Chippewa  treaty  of  May  7,  1864,  664.70 
acres;  to  the  State  of  Minnesota  as  swamp  lands,  701.55  acres;  and  to 
Frank  W.  Folsom,  in  accordance  with  Secretary  Chandler's  decision, 
March  1,  1877,  155.82  acres;  making  a  total  area  patented  of  7,792.16 
acres.  There  are  pending  two  hundred  and  seven  soldiers'  additional 
entries  on  these  lands,  amounting  to  17,763.37  acres ;  the  claim  of 
Shaw-boshkung,  under  his  homestead  entry.  No.  6,  239,153.90  acres; 
the  unpatented  claim  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Co.,  under  its 
grant,  for  10,882.95  acres;  thirty-one  declaratory  statement  filings 
embra<;ing  4,211.57  acres;  six  cash  entries  embracing  907.85  acres; 
and  eighteen  homestead  entries,  amounting  to  3,587.40  acres;  making 
a  total  area  embraced  in  the  unpatented  claims  of  37,507.04  acres. 

It  is  impassible  for  me  to  conclude  in  view  of  these  facts,  that  the 
provision  of  the  act  of  January  14,  1889,  was  not  intended  to  control 
the  action  of  this  Department  in  the  further  consideration  of  the  claims 
above  mentioned  pending  in  the  General  Land  OflHce.  It  is  to  my 
mind  clear  that  this  is  the  "further legislation"  required  by  the  aot  of 
July  4,  1884,  and  that  the  words  "  subsisting  valid  i>reemption  or  home- 
stead entries"  embrace  the  entries  named  upon  which  it  is  now  asked 
by  the  petitioners  patent  may  be  issued.  It  is  required  that  these  shall 
be  proceeded  with  under  the  regulations  and  decisions  in  force  at  the 
date  of  the  allowance  of  these  entries. 

These  regulations  and  decisions  exist  in  relation  to  these  entries  the 
decisions  being  those  of  Secretary  Chandler  dated  March  1,  1877,  and 
Secretary  Teller  dated  May  10,  1882,  and  the  regulations  being  those 
set  forth  in  the  letter  of  Commissioner  MacFarland,  dated  April  25, 
1884,  and  there  will  be  no  further  difficulty  in  following  them. 
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la  the  previous  decisiou  in  the  case  of  David  H.  Bobbins,  (10  L.  D., 
p.  3)  the  petition  now  before  me  for  consideration  was  disallowed  be- 
cause this  ''further  legislation,"  to  wit,  the  act  of  January  14,  1889, 
had  not  taken  effect,  because  the  agreement  therein  provided  for  had 
not  been  approved  by  the  President^  as  required  by  rhe  terms  of  the 
act.  Since  then,  however,  as  hereinbefore  stated,  tlie  President  has 
approved  the  agreement,  the  cession  has  become  complete  and  the 
"  further  legislation"  required  has  become  operative.  Under  the  ])re- 
vious  decision  of  this  Department  the  entries  pending  would  have  pro- 
ceeded to  patent,  as  many  of  the  same  class  had  already  done,  but  for 
the  act  of  July  4,  1884,  requiring  further  legislation  by  Congress.  This 
further  legislation  having  been  made  by  the  act  of  January  14, 1889,  upon 
this  same  subject-matter,  with  the  particular  phraseology  therein  em. 
bodied,  already  quoted,  the  right  of  the  Department  to  allow  the  entries 
to  proceed  to  patent,  seems  clear,  aside  Irom  any  question  of  relinquish 
meat  of  claim  bv  the  Mille  Lac  Indians.  Nevertheless  it  is  also  true 
and  adds  greatly  to  the  force  of  the  argument  that  the  Mille  Lac  In- 
dians joined  in  the  agreement  under  the  act  of  1889  whereby  the  Indian 
lands  save  in  the  reservations  therein  mentioned  were  ceded  to  the 
United  States.  By  this  any  possible  interest  the  Mille  Lacs  may  have 
had  was  transferred  to  the  United  States.  I  think  the  language  of  the 
statute  of  1889  that  the  lands  upon  which  the  Mille  Lacs  have  enjo^^ed 
the  favor  of  residence  so  long  as  they  should  not  intecfere  with  the 
whites  is  equivalent  to  a  declaration  that  this  favor  or  license  did  not 
amount  in  effect  to  a  '^  reservation  "  of  these  lands  upon  which  the  Mille 
Lacs  could  take  allotments  because  it  was  upon  these  lands  alone  th^Lt 
subsisting  valid  pre-emption  or  homestead  entries  existed  or  were 
claimed  under  the  regulations  and  decisions  in  force  at  the  dates  that 
they  were  severally  allowed  and  which  this  statute  declares  shall  now 
proceed  to  patent. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  also  that  another  reservation  was  thereby 
made  (the  White  Earth),  to  which  the  Mille  Lacs  could  remove.  There 
^^s  thus  provided,  on  the  one  hand  legislation  for  the  perfection  of  the 
entries  of  the  white  men,  and  on  the  other  a  place  of  abode  for  the  In- 
dians. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  therefore,  that  the  proviso  of  section  3  of  the  act 
of  January  14,  1889,  that  gives  to  any  of  the  Indians  residing  on  any  of 
the  reservations  in  the  act  described,  in  his  discretion,  a  right  to  take 
his  allotment  in  severalty,  under  the  act,  on  the  reservation  where  he 
lives,  instead  of  being  removed  to  and  taking  such  allotments  on  the 
White  Earth  reservation,  does  not  apply  to  the  particular  lands  on 
which  the  Mille  Lac  Indians  were  before  their  last  agreement  allowed 
to  live,  under  the  circumstances,  regulations,  and  decisions  heretofore 
made  by  the  successive  Secretaries  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

The  President's  message  was  intended  to  go  no  further  than  the 
statute  itself,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  consider  its  expressions  ai)art 
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from  the  statute  to  which  it  referred  and  upon  which  it  was  based. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  land  in  question  was  not  a  reservation  within 
the  meaning  of  the  act.  It  was  ceded  in  1863 ;  it  had  been  declared 
open  to  entr}'  by  successive  decisions  from  the  Department  under  the- 
regulations  of  the  Land  Office,  and  was  the  very  land  referred  to  and 
intended  to  be  covered  by  the  proviso  to  section  6. 

It  may  be  added  that,  pending  the  consideration  of  this  question  by 
the  Secretary,  the  Mille  Lacs,  as  reported  bj'  the  Chairman  of  the 
Chippewa  Commission,  have  prepared  to  move  to  the  White  Earth 
Keservation,  and  would  not  now,  in  all  probability,  take  any  allotments 
on  the  lands  in  question,  even  if  so  entitled. 

Let  the  claims,  therefore,  pending,  if  found  regular  and  valid  in  all 
other  particulars,  and  as  herein  defined,  proceed  to  patent.  As  pro- 
ceedings thereon  have  been  so  long  delayed,  I  <leem  the  circumstances 
affecting  them  all,  so  peculiar  and  unusual  as  to  entitle  them  to  prece- 
dence and  your  very  early  consideration,  and  they  are  accordingly- 
ordered  to  be  made  special. 


CONTEST-SUSPENDED  ENTRY— DEFECTIVE  SURVEY. 

Bond  v.  Watkins. 

A  couteBt  should  not  be  entertained  against  au  entry  that  is  suupendecl  on  account  or 
an  alleged  defective  survey  of  the  township. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  January  14,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  James  B.  Watkins  from  your  office 
decision,  dat^d  June  5,  1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead 
entry  for  the  NB.  J  of  Sec.  35,  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E.,  Humboldt,  California. 

The  record  shows  that  he  made  homestead  entry  for  the  land  in  que|^- 
tion  April  14,  1885. 

February  15,  1886,  your  office  notified  the  local  office  at  Humboldt,. 
California,  that  a  special  agent  had  reported  that  the  survey  of  town- 
ship 12  N.,  R.  1  E.,  was  irregular  and  incorrect.  In  view  of  his  report 
you  directed  the  local  office  to  suspend  all  entries  and  disposals  of  the 
lands  in  said  township  ot  any  kind  pending  an  investigation  of  the  mat- 
ter in  your  office.  This  order  was  still  in  force,  the  matter  of  said  sur- 
vey not  having  been  investigated  when  on  December  21, 1886,  following. 
Bond  initiated  a  contest  against  said  entry,  av^erriug  therein  that  Wat- 
kins had  abandoned  said  laud. 

After  notice,  a  hearing  was  had  before  the  register  and  receiver,  May 
31,  1887 ;  both  parties  appeared  and  submitted  testimony. 

The  local  office,  after  considering  the  evidence,  decided  in  favor  of  the 
contestant  and  recommended  that  claimant's  entry  be  canceled. 
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July  20, 1887,  he  took  an  appeal  to  yoar  office  ami  alleged  the  follow- 
iug  errors : — 

1.  That  said  rej^ister  and  receiver  erred  In  finding  that  said  Watkins  had  not  com- 
plied with  the  law  in  regard  to  his  residence  ou  and  improvements  of  said  tract. 

2.  That  by  letter  *'E."  of  the  Hon.  Commissioner,  received  by  the  register  and 
receiver  of  said  land  district  in  Febrnary,  18SS,  baned  upon  the  report  of  Special  Agent 
Treadwell,  claiming  that  the  survey  of  said  township  was  irregular  and  incorrect, 
this  claimant  was  induced  to  move  from  said  laud.  It  is  therefore  submitted  that 
the  register  aud  receiver  should  not  have  allowed  the  contest  and  that  this  claimant 
be  granted  an  opportunity  to  resnme  his  residence  on  said  land. 

By  your  office  decision  of  June  5,  1889,  you  held  his  entry  for  cancel- 
lation. 

The  testimony  offered  on  the  trial  shows  that  claimant  made  settlement 
on  the  land  Ma^^  1885,  and  lived  there  until  February  15, 1886,  when 
your  office  letter  reached  the  local  office  ordering  them  to  suspend  ac- 
tion in  said  township  until  further  orders.  He  was  informed  by  Spe- 
cial Agent  Treadwell  that  if  the  land  v^as  correctly  surveyed  the  land 
described  in  his  entry  would  be  found  in  section  36 — which  section  is- 
now  patented  to  Patrick  Carroll.  Claimant  says  he  was  unwilling  to 
make  any  more  imjiroveinents  on  laud  which  he  did  not  know  would 
ever  become  his  own,  hence,  he  moved  away. 

There  is  some  evidence  showing  that  the  lines  run  by  Special  Agent 
Treadwell  places  Watson's  improvements  on  section  36,  for  which  pat- 
ent has  already  been  issued  by  the  State  of  California. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  your  decision  holding  his  entry  for  cancella- 
tion is  incorrect.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  local  officers  upon  receipt  of 
your directious  ''suspending  all  entries  and  disposals  of  any  kind"  t(y 
have  refused  to  act  upon  the  contest  proceedings  of  Bond.  John  Buck- 
ley (10  L.  D.  297). 

The  contest  was  prematurely  instituted,  and  should  not  have  been 
considered  pending  the  investigation  of  your  office  relating  to  the  sur- 
vey of  said  township. 

Your  decision  is  accordingly  reversed. 


ADDITIONAL.  HOMESTEAD— ACT  OF  JULY  I,  1870. 

Shirley  v.  Shbopshine. 

The  additional  land  embraced  within  an  entry  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  July  1,  1879,  must  be  adjoining  the  land  covered  by  the  original  entry,  and 
the  residence  on  such  land,  required  by  said  act,  can  not  be  established  nor  main- 
tained through  a  tenant. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  January  15,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Letha  L.  Shirley  v.  James  W.  Shrop. 
shine  on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  decision  of  May  10,  1889,  hold. 
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ing  for  cancellation  his  additional  homestead  entry  for  the  E.J  SW.| 
and  NW.l  SW.^  Sec.  15,  T.  8.  K,  R.  27  W.,  Dardanelle,  Arkansas  land 
district. 

In  1869,  Shropshine  made  a  homestead  entry  for  forty  acres  of  land, 
the  NW.i  NE.:J^  Sec.  15,  T.  8  N.,  R.  27  W.,  Dardanelle  land  district, 
and  made  final  proof  for  same  and  received  patent  therefor. 

He  afterward  sold  this  tract  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  "deeded  land ^  in  the  same  section,  and  moved  onto  it.  He  has 
lived  since  said  time  on  the  NW.|  of  NW.J-  of  said  section  15. 

On  February  26,  1882,  he  made  additional  homestead  entry  for  the 
land  in  controversy  and  on  January  27,  18S7,  affidavit  ot*  contest  was 
filed  against  the  same  charging  failure  to  reside  upon  and  cultivate  the 
land,  etc. 

Notice  having  been  given  the  parties  met  and  they  were  each  sworn 
and  testified  and  agree  as  to  the  facts,  as  above  stated.  The  entry  man, 
says  "  I  did  not  reside  on  my  original  homestead  at  the  time  I  made  my 
second  entry .^  That  he  only  applied  to  enter  forty  acres  when  he  made 
his  first  entry  because  he  understood  it  was  within  railroad  limits,  and 
he  had  not  been  a  federal  soldier,  and  was  told  he  could  not  enter  forty 
acres.  He  admits  that  he  has  not  resided  upon  the  laud  in  controversy 
but  has  cultivated  it  by  tenants.  It  does  not  adjoin  his  original  home- 
«tead  nor  the  land  on  which  he  resides.  Under  the  act  of  July  1, 1879, 
the  additional  land  must  be  "  adjoining  the  land  embraced  in  his  origi- 
nal entry."  It  is  provided ''that  in  no  case  shall  patent  issue  .  .  .  . 
under  this  act,  until  the  person  has  actually  and  in  conformity  with  the 
homestead  laws,  occupied,  resided  upon,  and  cultivated  the  land  em- 
braced therein  at  least  one  year." 

This  entry  therefore  can  not  be  allowed  and  if  contiguous  to  the 
liomeatead  it  could  not  be  entered  as  the  entryman  has  not  resided 
upon  it.  Residence  can  not  be  established  or  maintained  by  a  tenant. 
See  West  v.  Owen  (4  L.  D.,  412). 

Your  decision,  in  so  far  as  it  holds  the  entry  for  cancellation  is  af- 
^rmed. 


FOREST  RESERVATIOX—APPLICATION  TO  EXTER. 

Danifl  J.  Canty. 

A  pending  application  to  purchase,  under  the  act  of  June  3, 1878.  land  previously  with- 
drawn, does  not  except  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  act 
of  October  1,  1H90,  providing  for  the  reservation  of  certain  forest  lands  in  the 
State  of  California. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  January  15,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  api)eal  of  Daniel   J,  Canty  from  your  office 
•<lecision  of  July  19,  1889,  affirming  the  action  of  the  register  and  re- 
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<ieiver  iu  rejecting  his  application  to  purchase  the  SE.^  of  Sec.  31,  T. 
13  S.,  R.  2S  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  Visalia,  California. 

The  ai>plication  was  made  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1878  (20  Stat., 
89),  and  was  rejected,  because  '*On  August  28,  1888.  by  telegram  the 
Hou.  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  directed  i\  suspension  to 
be  made  of  this  land,  which  suspension  has  not  been  reversed  (revoked) 
or  vacated,"  and  was  still  of  force  at  date  of  application. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  action  of  the  Commissioner,  suspending  said 
land  from  entry,  was  without  authority  of  law,  and  a  reversal  is  sought 
for  that  reason. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  authority  upon  which  the  suspension 
was  made,  inasmuch  as  Congress,  by  an  act  ajiproved  October  1,  1890 
(26  Stat.,  t>50),  set  apart  certain  land  in  the  State  of  California,  in  which 
this  tract  is  included,  as  a  forest  reservation,  and  the  land  was  with- 
drawn by  said  act  from  "  settlement,  occupaucy,  or  sale,  under  the  laws 
ot  the  United  States." 

By  the  application  to  purchase,  no  vested  rights  were  acquired. 

Your  said  office  decision,  rejecting  his  application,  's  accordingly  af- 
firmed. 


PRACTICE-- NOTICE   OF  APPEAL— RAILROAD  GRANT-CAN CELLATIOM. 

Dahlstrom  v.  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Ry.  Co. 

-Service  of  notice  of  appeal  may  be  luuido  by  registered  letter ;  ami  proof  of  such  serv- 
ice 18  made  by  the  attidavit  of  the  person  inailiug  such  letter,  attached  to  a 
copy  of  the  post  oQice  receipt. 

The  cancellation  of  an  entry  by  order  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
takes  effect  as  of  the  date  when  the  decision  is  made ;  and  the  fact  that  such 
order  is  not  received  at  the  local  office  nntil  after  the  definite  location  of  a  rail- 
road,  thongh  made  prior  thereto,  will  not  operate  to  defeat  the  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  January 

16,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  ol  Frits  Dahlstrom  v,  St.  Paul,  Minneapo- 
lis and  Manitoba  Kailway  company,  upon  the  appeal  of  Dahlstrom 
from  your  office  decision  of  April  20,  1889,  rejecting  his  application  to 
enter  as  a  homestead  the  SW.  |  of  the  NE.  ^  of  section  1,  T.  129  N.,  R, 
37  W.,  Saint  Cloud,  Minnesota. 

It  appears  from  your  said  office  decision  that  one  Theodorus  B. 
Northrup  made  homestead  entry  for  said  tract  and  other  laiuLs  on  the 
lOth  day  of  April,  1870,  and  the  same  was  canceled  by  your  office  on 
the  14th  day  of  December,  1871.  Said  tract  is  in  the  ten  mile  (g^rauted) 
limits  of  the  grant  for  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway 
company,  St.  Vincent  Extension.  The  line  of  route  of  said  railway  was 
definitely  located  December  19, 1871,  at  which  time  the  land  described 
appeared  upon  the  official  records  as  vacant,  unappropriated  and  unre- 
served and  free  from  pre-emption  rijjhts. 
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March  1,  1884,  Frits  Dahlstroai  applied  to  enter  .said  land  as  a  home- 
stead. The  register  and  receiver  of  the  local  office  held  that  the  cancel- 
lation of  Northrnp's  entry  by  your  office  decision  dated  December  14, 
1871,  became  effective  upon  its  receipt  at  the  local  office,  wliich  was  on 
the  4th  day  of  January,  1872,  and  that  the  land  was  excepted  from  tho 
operation  of  the  railway  grant  by  the  subsistence  of  said  entry  at  the 
date  of  the  definite  location  of  the  line  of  route  and  that  the  entry  ap- 
plied for  by  Dahlstrom  should  be  allowed. 

The  railway  comi^any  appealed. 

On  the  20th  day  of  April,  1889,  your  office  reversed  the  decision  of 
the  local  officers  and  rejected  Dahlstrom's  application  subject  to  his 
right  within  sixty  days  to  appeal  to'  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Interior,  or  to- 
apply  for  a  hearing  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  to  show  that  the  land 
in  controversy  was  not  for  any  reason  subject  to  the  o[)eration  of  the 
railway  grant  at  the  date  (December  19,  1871)  of  the  definite  location 
of  the  line  of  route.    Dahlstrom  appeals. 

On  the  3rd  day  of  February,  1890,  Curtis  and  Burdett,  attorneys  for 
the  railway  company,  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  of  Dahlatroni 
upon  the  ground  "  That  notice  of  said  appeal  was  not  served  upon  this 
company  within  the  time  specified  and  limited  for  that  purpose,  and 
hence,  that  the  appeal  is  inoperative,  ineffectual  and  void." 

The  record  show^s  that  notice  of  yOur  office  decision  of  April  20th,, 
1889,  was  given  by  registered  letter  of  April  24,  1889,  and  received  by 
Dahlstrom  April  27,  1889,  at  Alexandria,  Minnesota.  On  the  Oth  day 
of  June,  1889,  Dahlstrom's  appeal  from  said  decision  was  received  and 
filed  in  the  local  office.  The  appeal  is  dated  at  Alexandria,  Minnesota,. 
June  5,  1889,  and  contains  the  following :  "  Now  comes  Frits  Dahlstrom 
and  appeals  and  gives  this  his  notice  of  appeal  to  the  Honorable  Secre* 
tarv  of  the  Intt^rior  from  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral  Ljind  Office  of  April  20,  1889,  in  the  above  entitled  c  use."  Then 
follows  the  assignment  of  errors.  It  appears  from  an  affidavit  of  Dahl- 
strom attached  to  said  appeal  that  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1889,  at  the 
village  of  Alexandria,  he  personally  enclosed  a  true  and  correct  copy 
of  the  above  appeal  in  an  envelope,  postage  prepaid,  and  registered  the 
same  at  the  post  office  in  Alexandria  and  deposited  the  same  in  said 
post  office  duly  directed  to  J.  W.  Mason,  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota. 
That  said  J.  W.  Mason  was  at  that  time,  and  still  is,  the  attorney  of 
the  above  named  respondent  in  said  matter,  and  attaches  to  his  affida- 
vit the  registry  receipt  of  the  postmaster  at  Alexandria. 

On  the  12th  day  of  October,  1889,  your  office  returned  said  appeal  to- 
Dahlstrom,  "  In  order  that  Rule  93,  of  the  Rules  of  Practice  may  be 
complied  with.  Fifteen  days  from  receipt  hereof  will  be  allowed  for 
that  purpose." 

On  the  18th  day  of  October,  1889,  J.  W.  Mason  as  attorney  for  the 
respondent  signed  an  acceptance  of  service  of  notice  of  appeal  endorsed 
upon  the  back  of  the  appeal  as  follows:  '^  Due  service  of  the  within  ap- 
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peal  and  uotice  of  s^^peal  is  hereby  admitted  at  Fergus  Falls,  Miuu., 
this  18tU  daj'  of  October,  1889.  (signed)  J.  W.  Mason,  attorney  for 
respoDdcDt." 

This  last  so  called  notice  of  appeal  differs  in  no  material  respect  from 
the  one  served  by  Dahlstrom  by  registered  letter  on  June  5th,  1889. 
Rule  93,  Rules  of  Practice  provides  that  "A  copy  of  the  notice  of  ap- 
l>eai,  specifications  of  errors,  and  all  arguments  of  either  party,  shall 
be  served  on  the  opposite  party  within  the  time  allowed  for  liling  the 
same."  Rule  94  provides :  "  Such  service  shall  be  made  personally  or 
t)y  registered  letter."  Rule  96  provides :  "  Proof  of  service  by  regis- 
tered letter  shall  be  the  affidavit  of  the  person  mailing  the  letter  at- 
tached  to  a  copy  of  the  post  office  receipt." 

It  appears  that  Dahlstrom  complied  with  all  the  requirements  of 
these  rules  on  the  5th  of  June,  as  shown  by  his  affidavit  and  the  post 
office  receipt  for  the  registered  letter.  It  is  not  shown  that  the  attor- 
ney for  the  railway  company  failed  to  receive  Dahlstrom's  notice  of 
June  5.  The  registry  receipt  shows  that  Dahlstrom's  notice  was  sent 
to  J.  W.  Mason  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  and  the  last  notice  of  appeal  was 
accepted  at  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  by  J.  W.  Mason,  attorney  for  respond- 
ent. 

In  the  light  of  this  record  it  seems  clear  that  the  notice  of  appeal  was 
propel ly  and  timely  served,  and  that  your  office  was  in  error  in  return- 
ing the  appeal  to  Dahlstrom  for  any  other  service. 

The  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  is  either  based  upon  the  erroneous 
action  of  your  office  in  returning  said  appeal  to  Dahlstrom,  or  else  upon 
the  mistaken  assumption  of  fact,  that  no  notice  of  appeal  had  been 
served  prior  to  October  18, 1889.  In  either  case  the  motion  is  not  well 
taken  and  it  is,  therefore,  denied. 

As  to  the  merits  of  the  case  it  appears  that  Northrup's  entry  was  can- 
celed by  your  office  on  the  I4th  of  December,  1871,  which  so  far  as  the 
rc^cord  shows  left  the  tract  clear  and  unappropriated  and  unreserved  at 
that  time. 

Notice  of  your  office  decision  cancelling  Northrup's  entry  was  re- 
ceived at  the  local  office  January  4, 1872.  The  definite  location  of  the 
line  of  route  of  said  railway  company  took  place  between  the  14th  of 
December,  1871,  and  the  4th  day  of  January,  1872,  to  wit,  on  the  19th 
day  of  December,  1871,  live  days  after  your  office  decision  was  made 
and  sixteen  before  its  reoeipt  at  the  local  office.  The  question  as  to 
when  the  cancellation  of  an  entry  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
<ireueral  Laud  Office  takes  effect,  that  is,  whether  it  takes  effect  imme- 
diately upon  its  rendition,  or  at  the  time  uotice  of  it  is  received  at  the 
local  office  is  very  material  in  the  case  at  bar.  In  John  H.  Reed  (6  L. 
D.,  563),  it  was  said : 

'*  Wheu,  therefore,  a  final  jiid»;ment  of  caucellation  is  rendered  by  the  Commis- 
Hiouer,  the  entry  in  question  is  thereby  canceled^  and  the  land  then  becomes  subject 
to  appropriation  under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  public  lands.     A 
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Judgment  is  final  as  to  tbe  tribunal  reudcring  it,  when  all  the  issues  of  law  and  fact,, 
necessary  to  be  determined,  have  been  disposed  of  so  far  as  Ihat  tribaual  had  power 
and  authority  to  dispose  of  them/' 

la  Anderson  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  et  al.  (7  L.  D.,  163),  it  was 
held  that  the  cancellation  of  an  entry  by  order  of  the  Corninissioner  of 
the  General  Lani  Office  takes  effect  as  of  the  date  when  tlie  decision 
is  made ;  and  the  fact  that  such  order  was  not  noted  on  the  records  of 
the  local  office  until  after  definite  location  of  the  road,  though  made 
prior  thereto,  would  not  operate  to  defeat  the  operation  of  the  grant. 
Upon  tlie  authority  of  these  cases  the  decision  of  your  ofiice  is  affirmed. 


PRACTICE-REVIEW— APPEAL.— CEIITIOR.VRI. 

Thompson  r.  Shultis. 

Rules  79,  and  87  of  the  rules  of  pracico  ar«  applicable  to  proceeding's  before  the  local 
ofTice,  as  well  as  in  cases  before  tlie  General  Land  Office,  and  tbe  Department. 

The  writ  of  certiorari  will  not  bo  granted  wlierti  tbe  right  of  appeal  is  lost  through 
failure  of  the  applicant  to  assert  tlie  sa!ue  within  the  period  prescribed  by  the 
rules  of  practice.  ' 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  January 

16,  1891. 

1  have  considered  the  application  by  Shultis  for  certiorari  proceed- 
ings in  the  case  of  Archibald  Thompson  t\  Jordan  Shultis,  involving 
timber  culture  entry  for  the  N.  i  of  SE.  |  of  Sec.  14,  T.  1  S.,  R.,  10  W., 
Los  Angeles,  California. 

From  the  records  tr<insmitted  by  you  the  facts  in  the  case  appear  to 
be  briefly  stated,  as  follows  : 

Shultis  made  entry  for  the  tract  in  question  May  22, 18SG.  Thompson 
filed  contest  on  November  30.  following,  alleging  that  natural  timber  was 
growing  on  the  land  at  date  of  entry,  and  that  said  entry  was  made  for 
speculative  purposes.  Trial  took  place,  and  the  decision  of  the  local 
oflicers  adverse  to  the  claimant,  was  rendered  January  2'^,  18>8,  and 
according  to  the  statement  of  attorney  for  claimant,  he  received  notice 
of  the  same  January  20,  1888. 

On  February  25,  1888.  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  filed  in  the  local 
office.  This  motion  was  denied  by  the  locul  officers  on  May  21,  1888. 
On  June  20,  18^8,  claimant  filed  an  api)eal,  and  contestant  filed  a  mo- 
tion to  dismiss  fhe  same  for  the  reason  that  it  was  not  tiled  within  the 
time  allowed  by  the  rules  of  practice. 

On  receipt  of  the  record  in  the  case,  your  oflh*,e,  on  May  21, 1890,  dis- 
missed the  appeal  of  the  clai'nant  on  the  grouncl  that  the  same  was  not 
filed  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  rnirs  of  practice. 

On  July  21,  1800,  an  appeal  was  filed  from  said  decision. 

On  September  17,  1890,  you  deci<led  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
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appeal  from  tlie  decision  of  the  local  office  was  not  tiled  in  time,  that 
the  rigfbt  of  appeal  to  the  Department  from  your  decision  of  May  21, 1890, 
mnst  be  denied.  Hence  the  petition  now  before  me.  in  said  petition 
the  claimant  says  that  in  their  letter  dated  May  21,  1888,  denying  the 
inotiou  for  a  new  trial,  the  local  officeis  stated  that  thirty  days  would 
be  allowed  for  appeal,  and  while  he  does  not  so  specifically  state,  it  is 
evident  that  he  seeks  to  convey  the  impression  that  he  was  misle<l  by 
said  statement  and  tiled  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  January  23^ 
188^,  in  accordance  therewith,  viz.,  within  thirty  days  from  May  21, 
1888.  The  rule  of  the  Department  required  the  appeal  to  be  filed  within 
thirty  days  from  January  23,  188S,  allowinjj  five  days  additional  for  the 
transmission  of  notice  by  mail,  and  an  additional  tive  days  for  the  re- 
turn of  appeal,  after  deducting  the  time  which  elapsed  between  Fel)ru- 
ary  25,  1888,  the  date  of  tilinjj:  the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  and  May  21^ 
1888,  the  date  said  motion  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  this  would 
have  allowed  the  claimant  until  May  29,  1888,  to  file  his  appeal  from' 
the  decision  of  January  23,  1888. 
liule  of  practice  87, 

When  notice  of  the  decision  is  given  through  the  mails  by  the  register  and  receiver 
or  snrveyor-general,  five  days  additional  will  be  allowed  by  those  officers  for  the 
transmission  of  the  letter  and  five  days  for  the  return  of  the  appeal  through  the  same 
cliannel  bt^^fore  reporting  to  the  General  Laud  Office. 

and  rule  of  Practice  79, 

The  time  between  the  filing  of  a  motion  for  rehearing  or  review  and  the  notice  of 
the  decision  upon  such  motion  shall  bo  excluded  in  computing  the  time  allowed  for 
appeal. 

which  apply  equally  to  proceedings  before  the  local  officers  as  well  as 
before  yonr  office  and.this  Department. 

The  order  of  the  local  officers  refusing  a  further  hearing  was  inter- 
locutory, and  as  such  was  not  subject  to  appeal,  it  was  not  a  final  decis- 
ion or  action  within  the  meaning  of  Rule  43,  of  the  Rules  of  Practice. 
Horn  V.  Burnett  (9  L,  D.,  252) ;  Bowman  v.  Snipes  (11  L.  D.,  84). 

The  only  appeal  that  could  be  taken  was  from  the  decision  of  the 
case  on  its  merits,  rendered  January  23,  1888,  and  you  state  that  the 
appeal  filed  by  claimant  June  20,  1888,  dealt  with  said  decision,  hence 
claim  int  can  not  reasonably  allege  that  he  was  misled  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  local  officers,  made  May  21,  1888,  that  thirty  days  would 
be  allowed  for  a])peal  from  their  decision.  It  may  be  reasonable  to 
assume  that  said  statement  had  reference  to  the  time  allowed  for  ai>peal 
from  the  decision  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  rather  tlian  to  assume  that 
the  local  officers  made  an  unauthorized  statement.  But  however  that 
may  be,  the  appeal  was  not  filed  in  time,  and  if  by  that  neglect  the 
claimant  has  failed  to  have  his  case  considered  by  your  office  and  by 
this  Dei>artment  upon  its  merits,  as  presented  at  the  hearing,  it  is 
wholly  the  fault  of  himself  or  his  attorney,  in  faUing  to  comply  with 
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the  plaiu  provisions  of  the  rules  of  practice,  aud  it  is  not  a  case  which 
<5all8  for  the  supervisory  actiou  of  the  Department. 
The  petition  is,  therefore,  denied. 


PRACTICE— MOTION  DAY-iDEPARTMENTAL  ORDER. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington^  Jantiary  17, 1891. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  that  until  otherwise  directed,  motions  to  dismiss 
pending  cases,  on  jurisdictional  questions  arising  on  the  record,  may  be 
presented,  orally  or  otherwise,  before  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Attorney - 
-General,  on  the  first  Monday  in  each  month;  such  motion  to  be  filed 
at  least  five  days  previous  to  its  presentation,  with  ten  days'  notice 
thereof  to  the  opposite  party,  where  such  party  is  represented  by  a  resi- 
dent attorney,  and  thirty  days'  where  such  attorney  is  a  non-resident. 
Ten  minutes  to  each  party  will  be  allowed  on  the  presentation  of  such 
motion  orally*,  and  no  question  will  be  considered  in  any  case  that  in- 
volves an  examination  of  the  testimony. 

John  W.  Noble 

Secretary, 

SWAMP  LAND  GRANT-CONTEST. 

State  of  Oregon. 

The  right  to  contest  a  swamp  selection  is  not  statutory  but  is  recoji^nized  by  the  De- 
partment as  an  aid  to  the  Secretary  iu  determining  the  true  character  of  the  laud ; 
such  contests,  however,  should  not  be  allowed  except  on  a  prima  facie  showing 
that  would  warrant  the  rejection  of  the  claim  under  the  swamp  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  January 

19,  1891. 

This  petition  is  filed  by  the  grantees  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  com- 
plaining of  the  action  of  your  office  in  refasing  to  recognize  and  trans- 
mit to  the  Department  their  appeal  from  your  decision  of  July  11, 1890, 
refusing  their  application  for  certification  and  patent  to  lands  formerl3^ 
•embraced  iu  list  No.  5  of  Oregon  swamp  lands  and  reported  as  swamp 
by  Agents  Arrington  and  Roe,  and  praying  that  the  record  may  be  cer- 
tified to  the  Department  that  the  question  involved  therein  may  be 
<5onsidered.  Said  petition  and  the  accompanying  exhibits  make  the  fol- 
lowing case : 

An  examination  of  swamp  lands  in  the  Lakeview  district,  Oregon, 
was  n»ade  by  an  agent  of  said  State  and  an  agent  of  the  United  States 
in  1880  and  1881,  under  an  agreement  between  the  State  and  the  United 
States  to  examine  conjointly  and  report  upon  the  lauds  claimed  by  said 
-State  as  inuring  to  it  under  the  swamp  land  grant.     As  the  result  of 
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this  examination,  said  agents  reported  that  of  a  list  of  lands  claimed  by 
the  State  as  sv^amp  and  overflowed  48,000  acres  were  dry  and  about 
90,000  were  swamp  and  overflowed.  The  90,000  acres  reported  as 
swamp  and  overflowed  were  certified  and  approved  for  patent  by  the 
Secretary  on  September  16, 1882,  and  the  claim  of  the  State  to  the 
48,000  acres  reported  as  dry  was  rejected  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Laud  Ofiice  on  September  25  and  September  28,  and  his  action 
was  affirmed  by  the  Department  Janunry  24, 1885  (3  L.  D.,  334).  Sub- 
seqaently,  the  State  asked  a  reconsideration  of  the  decision  rejecting 
her  claim  to  the  48,000  acres  reported  as  dry,  because  of  error  of  fact, 
which  was  refused  March  3, 1885  (3  L.  D.,  440),  upon  the  ground  that 
the  State  was  bound  by  the  investigation  made  by  the  agents  agreed 
upon  by  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Oregon.  Afterwards, 
Special  Agent  Shackleford  made  a  report  as  to  the  lands  embraced  in 
list  No.  5,  and  it  was  then  charged  that  some  of  the  lauds  reported  as 
swamp  were  dry  lands  and  were  claimed  by  one  Owens,  who  had  con- 
federated with  K.  V.  Anki'uy,  the  agent  of  the  government,  by  whom 
a  fraudulent  and  incorrect  report  of  said  lands  was  made.  Thereupon, 
Secretary  Lamar  on- January  20, 1887  (5  L.  D.,  374),  required  the  State 
to  show  cause  why  the  entire  list  should  not  be  canceled,  and  while 
said  rule  was  pending  Special  Agent  Shackleford,  in  pursuance  of  or- 
ders, re  examined  the  lands  and  reported  as  swamp  and  overflowed 
57,012.11  acres  embracing  all  the  lands  which  are  the  subject  of  this 
motion. 

Upon  the  coming  in  of  the  answer  of  the  State  to  the  mle,  Secretary 
Vilas,  on  December  27,  1888,  rendered  a  decision  assuming  to  cancel 
certifieil  list  No.  5  and  gave  to  the  Commissioner  the  following  insti  uc- 
tions  (7  L.  D.,  572) : 

You  will  prepare  another  list,  in  which  yon  will  include  such  lands  only  ashy  sat- 
isfactory evidence,  drawn  from  aU  reports  and  information  at  handy  are  unquestion- 
ably shown  to  he  swamp  or  overdowed  and  unfit  for  cultivation.  Such  other  lands 
included  in  list  No.  5  as  are  doubtful  in  character  you  will  make  a  separate  list  of, 
aud  will  detail  two  trustworthy  agents  to  carefully  and  thorout^hly  examine,  with  a 
view  to  determining  their  true  condition  at  the  date  of  the  granting  act  in  1H60,  aud 
require  reports  exhibiting  by  an  accurate  plat  and  description  the  present  condition 
of  each  subdivision  and  such  evidence  as  may  be  taken  in  respect  to  any  difference 
in  condition  at  the  date  of  the  act Such  lands  in  list  Xo.  5  as  are  satis- 
factorily disclosed  to  be  not  swamp  or  overdowed  nor  unfit  for  cultivation,  you  will 
restore  to  the  public  domain,  subject  to  any  rights  which  have  attached  to  them  un- 
der the  laws. 

lu  pursuance  of  this  direction,  12,000  acres  were  patented  as  swamp 
hind,  20,000  acres  reported  as  dry  land  by  Special  Agent  Shackleford 
were  treated  as  conclusively  proven  and  the  State's  claim  rejected,  and 
Agents  Arrington  aud  Eoe  were  directed  to  re-examine  in  the  field  the 
remaiuiug  58,000  acres  and  to  report  thereon. 

A  review  of  Secretary  Vilas'  decision  rejecting  the  claim  of  the  State 
to  the  20.000  acres  was  denied,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  not  filed  in 
time.     (9  L.  D.,  361). 
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It  appears  that  Agents  Arrington  anil  Koe  made  an  examination  of 
said  58,000  acres,  and,  when  said  report  was  filed,  your  office  rendered  a 
decision  rejecting  the  claim  of  the  State  to  all  lands  reported  by  such 
agents  as  not  being  swamp  and  overflowed,  from  which  the  State  took 
no  appeal,  bat  made  application  to  have  all  the  lands  which  were  re- 
ported by  Agents  Arrington  and  Koe  certified  and  patented. 

Portions  of  the  land  so  reported  were  certified  to  the  State,  but  cer- 
tain alleged  settlers  have  been  permitted  to  make  filings  and  entries 
upon  some  of  the  lands  so  reported,  subsequent  to  the  decision  of  the 
Secretary  of  December  27,  1888,  revoking  list  Xo.  5,  and  such  parties 
have  asked  to  be  allowed  to  intervene  to  contest  the  right  of  the  State, 
and  that  hearings  in  each  particular  case  may  be  ordered,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  the  character  of  the  land. 

Against  these  applications  the  State  protested,  denying  the  jnrisdic. 
tion  of  your  office  to  pass  upon  the  question,  insisting  that  the  report  of 
the  agents  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Department  for  the  action  of 
the  Secretary. 

The  Commissioner  denied  the  application  of  the  State  for  certificatioD 
and  patent  for  the  lands  reported  by  agents  Arrington  and  Roe  as  swamp 
and  overflowed  and  inuring  to  the  State  under  its  grant,  but  ordered  a 
hearing  upon  the  several  applications  of  the  settlers,  from  which  action 
the  State  appealed. 

Your  office  declined  to  transmit  said  appeal,  upon  the  ground  that 
the  decision  appealed  from  directed  hearings  in  the  case,  from  which 
no  appeal  would  lie,  and  this  petition  is  tiled,  alleging  error  in  said 
refusal,  and  praying  that  the  record  be  certifled  to  the  Department  for 
its  action  thereon. 

In  the  case  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  5  L.  D.,  31,  Secretary  Lamar,  in 
in  passing  upon  the  question  as  to  the  right  of  the  Department  to  re- 
examine the  lands  embraced  in  this  list,  and  as  to  the  means  to  be  em- 
ployed in  determining  the  character  o(  lands  granted  by  the  act,  said  : 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  laterior  to  determine  what  landa  are  of  the 
description  granted  by  the  act,  and  his  office  iH  made  the  tribunal  whose  decision  on 
that  snbject  is  to  control.  While  the  Department  has  adopted  general  methods  for 
designating  such  lands,  the  Secretary  is  not  restricted  to  any  plan,  bat  may  adopt 
and  employ  such  agencies  as  may  in  his  judgment  satisfactorily  determine  what  lands 
are  of  the  character  granted  by  the  act.  It  is  immaterial  what  means  are  employed, 
the  essential  object  being  the  ascertainment  of  the  character  of  the  land. 

It  was  further  held  that,  while  the  swamp  land  net  makes  no  provis- 
ion for  contest  of  the  right  of  the  State  to  lands  selected  under  the 
swamp  land  grant,  yet  the  Secretary,  although  he  had  adopted  one 
plan  for  determining  the  character  of  the  lands,  might  allow  contests  in 
furtherance  and  in  aid  of  the  duty  devolving  upon  the  Secretary  to 
determine  the  character  of  such  lands. 

While  such  contests  are  allowed,  it  is  not  from  any  right  given  by 
law,  but  as  auxiliaries,  to  enable  the  Secretary  to  determine  definitely 
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the  character  of  the  land.  But  such  contests  should  not  be  allowed, 
unless  the  applicants  present  such  a  prima  facie  showing  as  to  the 
character  of  the  land  as  would  warrant  the  rejection  of  the  claim  of  the 
State,  if  the  allegations  were  proven. 

As  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  determine  what  lands  are  of  the 
description  and  character  granted  by  the  act,  his  office  being  the  sole 
tribunal  charged  with  the  duty  of  passing  upon  that  question,  and  who 
alone  can  render  a  final  judgment  thereupon,  I  have  deemed  it  proper 
to  have  the  record  before  me  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  determine  the 
character  of  the  contest  and  to  what  extent  Agents  Arrington  and  Roe 
have  complied  with  the  decision  of  my  jiredecessor,  of  December  27, 
1888,  and  otherwise  to  intelligently  pass  upon  the  questions  raised  by 
the  appeal  of  the  btate. 

You  are  therefore  directed  to  certify  to  the  Department  the  record  in 
said  case,  and  to  suspend  all  action  upon  said  contests  until  this  matter 
shall  be  finally  passed  upon. 


PRACTICE-NOTICE     OP    APPEAL— SPECIFICATION    OF    ERRORS    RESI- 
DENCE. 

KENDRICK  V.  DOYLE. 

A  mistake  in  the  name  of  the  appellant,  or  in  the  name  of  the  appellee*8  attorney, 
occurring  in  the  ivotice  of  appeal  is  not  fatal  thereto,  wh^re  such  notice  is  re- 
ceived in  due  time  by  the  attorney  of  appellee,  and  no  prejudice  to  the  rights  of 
the  appellee  are  claimed  or  shown. 

The  8i>ecificatiou  of  errors  on  appeal  to  the  Department  are  not  restricted  to  the  points 
raised  by  the  appeal  from  the  local  office. 

An  exparte  affidavit  cannot  be  considered  as  evidence  in  a  contested  case. 

Residence  in  good  faith  in  a  house  believed  by  the  entrymau  to  be  upon  the  land 
covered  by  his  entry  is  constructive  residence  on  such  land. 

The  good  faith  of  the  entrymau  in  attempting  to  cultivate  the  land  covered  by  his 
entry,  may  be  properly  considered«in  determining  whether  he  has  in  fact  shown 
due  compliance  with  law  in  the  matter  of  cultivation. 

First  Assiistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  19, 1891. 

1  have  considered  the  case  of  Aliek  N.  Kendrick  v,  Thomas  Doyle  on 
appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  decision  of  June  14, 1889,  holding  for 
cancellatitm  his  homestead  entry  for  the  SE.  ^  of  NE.  J,  Sec.  24,  T.  16 
N.,  R.  8  E.,  Sacramento,  California  land  district. 

He  made  homestead  entry  for  this  tract  on  July  5, 1882,  and  on  June 
0,  1887,  Kendrick  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same  charging 
that  ^^ Thomas  Doyle  has  wholly  abandoned  said  tract;  that  he  has 
never  resided  thereon  since  making  said  entry;  that  said  tract  is  not 
settled  upon  and  cultivated  by  said  party  as  required  by  law." 

Notice  having  been  duly  served,  a  hearing  was  had,  the  testimony  of 
the  parties  submitted  and  the  local  officers  found  therefrom  that  the 
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entrjman's  cabin  was  not  on  the  land  in  controversy  and  recommended 
tbe  entry  for  cancellation,  from  which  decision  the  entryman  appealed, 
and  yoar  office  upon  considering  tbe  case  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the 
register  and  receiver  and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation  by  reason  of 
failure  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  land.  From  this  decision  Doyle 
again  appealed. 

The  appeal  assigns  a  number  of  errors^,  the  principal  one  being  that 
the  ex  'parte  affidavit  of  Hartwell,  a  surveyor,  was  considered  in  the 
case. 

The  contestant  has  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  because  the 
name  of  Alick  N.  Kendrick  is  given  as  Levi  .1.  Kendrick  and  because 
notice  of  appeal  was  addressed  to  "  Caldwell  and  Little^'  instead  of 
"Farley  and  Little^'  who  were  attorneys  of  contestant. 

It  is  further  urged  against  the  appeal  to  the  Department  that  "  sev- 
eral new  points  are  raised  in  this  appeal  that  were  not  in  the  appeal  to 
the  Hon.  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office.'^ 

It  is  sufficient  to  say  as  to  these  matters  that  tlie  notice  and  copy  of 
appeal  reached  the  attorneys  of  appellee  in  due  time,  and  that  the  par- 
ties to  the  case,  and  the  case  were  so  designated  and  described  that  the 
attorneys  were  not  misled  in  any  way  by  the  mistake  in  the  name  of 
the  contestant,  nor  do  the  counsel  even  claim  or  show  that  their  client 
was  in  any  way  prejudiced  by  these  mistakes.  The  motion  is  purely 
technical,  and  is  overruled. 

As  to  the  other  point  it  is  without  merit.  The  appeal  to  this  Depart- 
ment should  specify  the  errors  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Geiieral  Land  Office,  while  the  appeal  to  that  offi- 
cer from  the  ruling  of  the  register  and  receiver,  should  specify  the  errors 
which  it  is  claimed  they  made  in  deciding  the  case.  Each  may  have 
been  and  probably  was  distinctive,  so  there  is  nothing  in  the  objection. 

The  case  is  properly  before  the  Department,  and  I  have  considere<l 
it  carefully. 

Of  the  errors  assigned  in  the  appeal,  that  relating  to  the  ex  parte  affi- 
davit of  Surveyor  Hartwell  is  certainly  well  taken.  The  Rules  of  Prac- 
tice prescribe  the  manner  of  tiking  depositions.  This  affidavit  is  in 
eftect  a  deposition  taken  without  notice,  in  the  absence  of  tbe  entryman 
and  his  counsel  and  it  was  error  to  consider  it.  See  Manuel  v.  Miller 
(7  L.  D.,  433). 

The  competent  testimony  in  the  case  shows  that  the  entryman,  Doyle, 
built  a  cabin  on  or  near  this  land  in  1882,  and  immediately  established 
his  residence  therein  and  has  resided  there  continuously  since  said 
time. 

The  witnesses  on  both  sides  agree  that  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
tract  in  controversy  is  in  doubt  There  have  been  a  number  of  surveys 
made  of  the  section  and  while  five  different  surveyors  disagree,  each 
with  the  rest  as  to  the  location  of  the  corner,  it  appears  that  Surveyor 
Hartwell  made  a  surv^ey  for  Kendrick  in  which  he  located  the  corner 
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92^  feet  east  of  where  he  had  located  it  when  he  made  a  sarvey  for  one 
Satton.  This  matter  of  survey  is  immaterial,  except  as  it  reflects  upon 
the  good  faith  of  the  entryman  in  locating  his  house.  Doyle  testifies 
that  he  was  with  Surveyor  Bethel  some  eight  years  ago,  when  he  made 
a  survey  of  the  tract  and  that  he,  Doyle,  saw  the  southwest  corner 
stake  of  the  tract  set  and  that  he  built  his  house  on  the  tract  in  contro- 
versy according  to  that  survey.  Since  that  time  certain  monuments 
and  witness  trees  and  evideaces  of  the  locality  of  the  corner  have  been 
destroyed  and  the  conflicting  surveys  have  resulted  therefrom. 

It  is  still  in  doubt  whether  upon  an  accurate  survey  the  entryman's 
hou:<e  would  be  on  or  off  the  land,  and  it  is  immaterial  foe  the  purposes 
of  this  case ;  we  have  enough  evidence  to  show  that  the  entryman  could 
easily  have  been  honestly  mistaken.  His  good  faith  iu  locating  his 
house  is  not  questioned,  nor  is  his  continuous  residence  in  the  house 
disputed. 

In  the  case  of  Lewis  O.  Huliug  (10  L.  D.,  83),  it  is  held  that  where  an 
entryman  by  mistake  built  outside  of  the  lines  ot  his  claim,  but  had 
occupied  the  house  in  good  faith,  it  was  constructive  residence  upon  the 
land,  and  this  is  in  accordance  with  a  long  line  of  decisions.  Smith  v. 
BrearJy  (9  L.  D.,  175) ;  Lindsey  v.  Hawea,  2  Black,  554. 

As  to  the  matter  of  cultivation,  the  testimony  shows,  that  after  build- 
ing his  house  the  entryman  attempted  iu  1883  to  till  a  small  part  of  this 
land  near  his  house,  and  tried  to  get  water  to  irrigate  it.  He  hired  a 
man  to  help  buihl  a  dam  to  hold  water,  but  the  contestant  and  his 
father  and  brother  ^'  would  cut  the  dam  as  fast  as  put  up."  It  appears 
that  the  contestant's  father,  Collin  Kendrick,  contested  the  entryman's 
homestead  entry  at  one  time  on  theground  that  it  was  mineral  land,  and 
although  defeated  in  the  contest,  he  built  a  fence  across  the  tract, 
enclosed  a  large  part  of  it  and  has  held  the  same  some  five  years.  To 
get  water  to  his  garden  near  his  house  the  entryman. had  to  conduct  it 
across  the  part  of  his  homestead  so  enclosed.  He  was  prevented  by 
this  contestant  and  his  brother  and  father  from  going  into  this  enclos- 
ure. He  could  buy  water  of  the  South  Yuba  Canal  Company  but  could 
not  conduct  it  to  his  land  without  going  iu  upon  the  part  of  the  tract 
enclosed  and  held  by  Kendricks  and  they  prevented  him  from  doing 
this.  In  18S6  he  arranged  to  get  water  from  another  ditch.  It  was 
formerly  used  by  the  Idaho  Company  and  could  not  be  purchased  until 
a  couple  of  years  ago,  since  which  time  he  has  raised  some  garden  vege- 
tables. 

This  is  substantially  the  statement  of  the  entryman.  He  says  it  was 
the  *'  old  man"  Kendrick's  enclosure,  but  all  of  them  including  the  con- 
testant prevented  him  going  on  that  part  of  his  land.  The  brother  of 
contestant  told  him  not  to  go  into  the  enclosure.  **ne  told  me  I  was 
outside  of  the  lines  of  that  forty,  and  I  told  him  that  I  could  go  inside 
of  his  stake  any  time  I  wanted  to  and  he  told  me  not  to  attempt  to  go 

in  there  while  he  was  around." "The  water  is 

inside  of  the  enclosure,  the  water  is  on  that  laud." 
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ISone  of  the  Kendricks  contraiHct  these  statements  of  the  eotryman, 
nor  deny  their  interference  with  him  or  their  trespasses  upon  his  prem- 
ises. 

In  the  former  contest  it  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  question 
about  the  house  being  on  the  land.  This  entryman  is  sixty-six  years 
old  and  in  intirm  health  and  poor.  He  has  made  his  living  by  raising 
goats  and  chickens  on  the  land ;  he  keeps  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  goats 
on  the  tract.    His  improvements  cost  him  about  $100. 

In  the  case  of  Mary  A.  Taylor  (7  L.  D.,  200),  the  proof  showed  na 
breaking  of  the  land,  but  some  cutting  of  grass  for  hay,  and  that  the 
land  was  principally  used  for  pasturage  and  that  the  entryman  did  not 
take  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  tillage.    It  was  said  : — 

It  (the  proof)  further  shows  that  said  tract  is  illy  adapted  for  tillage  and  the  rais- 
iDg  of  grain  or  other  agricultural  crops  requiring  the  breaking  and  cultivation  of  the 
soil.    But  raising  stock  and  grass  is  an  agricultural  pursuit,  etc. 

The  entry  was  passed  to  patent. 

In  Helen  E.  Dement  (8  L.  D.,  630),  it  was  said : — 

It  is  right  and  proper  to  tuke  into  consideration  the  degree  and  condition  in  life  of 
the  entryman  in  determining  whether  the  improvements  show  good  faith. 

If  it  should  be  admitted  that  all  the  contestant  claims  is  true,  it  would 
show  the  entryman,  acting  in  good  faith,  built  his  house  a  little  outside 
of  the  lines  of  his  land,  by  a  mistake  that  any  one  might  have  made ; 
that  he  has  maintained  continuous  residence  and  done  the  best  he 
could,  under  the  oppression  and  trespassing  of  the  contestant  and  those 
acting  in  harmony  with  him,  to  ma^e  a  living  on  the  land  and  maintain 
his  home  there,  and  taking  the  case  as  it  stands,  I  can  not  concur  in 
your  findings  and  judgment. 

Your  decision  is  therefore  reversed,  and  the  contest  dismissed. 


SCHOOL  LANDS— IN DKMNIIY  SELECTIONS. 

State  of  Colorado.* 

In  the  adjustment  of  the  graut  of  school  lands  to  the  State  of  Colorado  indemnity 
may  be  allowed  for  lands  lost  by  settlement  and  entry,  and  also  where  the  bases 
are  covered  by  military  reservations,  or  patented  private  grants. 

Indemnity  selections  may  be  made  from  lands  that  are  reasonably  contiguous  to  the 
bases. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  November 

20,  1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  list  No.  2  of  school  indemnity  selections  made  by  the 
State  of  Colorado,  which  has  been  sent  to  me  for  approval.  In  your  office 
letter  of  October  7, 1890,  accompanying  said  list,  it  is  pointed  out  that 


•  Omitted  from  Vol.  XL 
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the  bases  of  the  selections  of  said  list  are  (1)  school  sections  and  parts 
of  sections  wherein  deficiencies  exist  by  reason  of  settlement  aud  entries ; 
(2)  also  by  reason  of  school  sections  within  patented  private  grants; 
and  (3)  reservations  for  military  purposes  under  executive  orders. 

Section  7  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1875  (18  Stat.,  474),  admitting  Colo- 
rado  into  the  Union,  provides  : 

That  BectioDS  uumbered  sixteen  and  thirty-six  in  every  township,  and  where  such 
sectioDB  hav»  been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  any  act  of  Congress,  other  lands, 
eqaivalent  thereto,  in  le^al  subdivisions  of  not  more  than  one  quarter  section,  and  as 
cootii^aous  as  may  be,  are  hereby  granted  to  said  State  for  the  support  of  the  public 
scbools. 

With  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  States  to  lieu  lands  in  place  of  those 
lost  by  settlement  and  entry,  there  can  be  no  question  under  the  above 
section  and  act,  and  sections  2275  and  2276  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
As  to  the  losses  because  of  military  reservations,  I  think  there  ought 
likewise  to  be  no  doubt  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  supra.  Though 
there  is  no  si)ecial  act  of  Congress  directing  that  the  reservations  named 
be  made,  yet  they  were  established  under  the  general  authority,  uni- 
formly recognized  by  Congress  as  residing  in  the  executive  for  such 
purposes.  So  that  it  may  J[>e  fairly  said  that  the  lands,  within  said 
reservations,  belong  to  the  class  of  lands  which  have  been  ^<  disposed 
of  by act  of  Congress." 

I  think  the  rule  is  correctly  laid  down  in  this  respect  by  my  prede- 
cessor, Secretary  Lamar,  in  the  case  of  the  State  of  Colorado  (6  L.  D., 
412-418),  where  he  says  : 

I  think,  however,  the  true  theory  of  the  school  grant  is  this:  That  where  the  fee 
is  in  the  United  States  at  the  date  of  snrvey  and  the  land  is  so  encumbered  that  full 
and  complete  title  and  right  of  possession  can  not  then  vest  in  the  State,  the  State 
may,  if  it  so  desires,  elect  to  take  equivalent  lands  in  fulfillment  of  the  compact,  or 
it  may  wait  until  the  title  and  right  of  possession  unite  in  the  government)  and  then 
satisfy  its  grant  by  taking  the  lands  specifically  granted. 

The  selection  of  lieu  lands,*  where  the  bases  are  covered  by  patented 
private  grants,  was  proper.  This  question  was  passed  upon  and  de- 
cided affirmatively  in  the  case  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  review  (9 
L.  I).,  167),  and  I  see  no  reason  why  that  decision  should  not  cover  this 
case. 

In  your  said  letter  it  is  said  of  the  selections  in  said  list  that  '^  while 
said  lands  may  not  be  the  nearest  adjacent  lands  to  the  lands  lost,  an 
examination  will  show  that  they  are  reasonably  contiguous." 

Section  2276  of  the  lievised  Statutes  says  that  lands  selected  in  lieu 
of  lands  lost  by  settlement,  etc.,  shall  be  located  within  the  same  dis- 
trict, and  the  list  shows  that  all  of  the  selected  lands  are  in  the  same 
district  with  the  bases  and  with  each  other.  1  think  your  statement 
that  said  selections  ''are  reasonably  contiguous"  to  the  lost  lands,  is 
a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  requirement  of  the  act  of  1875,  stipra, 
that  the  selections  shall  be  "  as  contiguous  as  may  be."  This  language 
may  be  construed  as  showing  that  it  was  not  intended  to  establish  an 
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UDbendiDg  rale  that  lieu  lands  shall  always  be  absolutely  and  mathe- 
matically the  nearest  to  those  lost.  A  reasonable  compliance  with  the 
demands  of  the  law  is  all  that  seems  to  be  here  required. 

With  these  views  I  have  approved  said  list  No.  2  for  31,199.07  acres, 
and  herewith  return  the  same  to  you. 


RAILROAD  RIGHT  OF  WAY-APPLICATIOX. 

Arizona  and  Southeastern  R.  R.  Co. 

Ao  application  for  the  right  of  way  privilege  accorded  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1^75, 
should  be  accompanied  by  a  properly  authenticated  copy  of  the  local  statutes 
regulating  the  incorporation  and  organization  of  railro&d  couipauies. 

The  termini  of  the  road  should  be  noted  ou  the  map  of  definite  location  accompany- 
ing an  application  under  said  act. 

ISeoretary  Noble  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  January 

19,  1891. 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  transmitting^  i)ai)er8  relating  to 
the  organization  of  the  Arizona  and  South  Eastern  li.  li.  Co.  and  filed 
under  the  right  of  way  act  of  March  3, 1875  (18  Stat.,  482) ;  also  a  map 
showing  the  definite  location  of  the  company's  road  in  Arizona,  from 
Fairbank  to  Bisbe,  a  distance  of  36.2  miles. 

You  recommend  that  the  papers  be  accepted  and  that  the  map  be 
approved. 

[n  recommending  the  acceptance  of  the  papers  you  refer  to  the  fact 
that  the  company  has  not  supplied  the  required  certified  coi)y  of  the 
Territorial  law  under  which  it  was  organized,  but  has,  in  its  stead,  tiled 
a  certificate  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  under  seal,  that  the  com- 
pany was  duly  organized  under  and  according  to  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Title  12,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Arizona,  etc.  You 
express  the  opinion  tbat  this  certificate  can  be  accepted  as  a  substantial 
compliance  with  the  requirement  of  the  regulations. 

1  cannot  agree  with  this  view,  because  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  to  himself  know  that  the  company  now  applying  for  the 
benefit  of  the  right  of  way  act  has  been  incorporated  and  organized  in 
accordance  with  the  Arizona  law.  He  cannot  delegate  this  duty  to  a 
Territorial  officer  and  he  must  therefore  have  before  hiin  thecopy  of  the 
law  required  by  the  regulations.  It  is  deemed  sufiicient  for  this  pur- 
pose that  a  properly  authenticated  cop3'  of  so  much  of  the  Arizona  law 
be  supplied  as  relates  to  the  incorporation  and  organization  of  railroad 
companies. 

It  is  observed  that  the  terminus  of  the  line  of  road  at  Bisbe  is  not 
noted  on  the  uiaj). 

The  papers  and  map  are  returned  herewith,  without  acceptance  or 
approval,  that  the  omissions  may  be  supplied. 
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HOMESTEAD  ENTRY-MKANDERED  STREAM. 

Jacob  Dunbar. 

A  homestead  entry  oftnnot  be  allowed  for  land  on  both  sides  of  an  existing  meandered 
stream. 

If  the  stream  does  not  in  fact  exist,  or  the  channel  as  shown  by  the  official  plat  has 
disappeared,  the  plat  may  be  reformed  in  accordance  with  the  changed  con- 
ditions. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  130, 1891. 

On  April  29,  1»89,  Jacob  Dimbar  filed  in  the  land  ofiBce  at  Guthrie, 
Oklahoma,  an  application  asking  the  cancellation  without  prejudice  of 
his  homestead  entry,  made  April  24,  1889,  erroneously  for  the  XE.  J  of 
Sec.  30,  T.  17  N.,  R.  2  W.,  I.  M.,  with  permii?sion  to  make  (without  pay- 
ment of  additional  fees  and  commission'*)  like  entry  for  the  NE.  J  of 
Sec.  31,  in  same  town  and  range,  whereon  he  alleged  settlement  April 
22,  1889. 

On  May  31,  1889,  the  local  officers  transmitted  said  application  with 
their  recommendation  for  its  allowance  and  on  December  4,  1889,  the 
same  together  with  Dunbar's  corroborated  aflfidavit,  filed  July  3,  1889, 
and  his  letter  dated  September  16, 1889,  was  considered  by  your  office 
and  rejected. 

Dunbar  appeals  here. 

The  plats  of  your  office  show  that  the  NE.  J  of  said  !Sec.  31,  is  made 
op  of  lots  7,  8,  9  and  14,  and  that  lots  7,  8,  and  9  are  on  one  side  of  the 
Cimarron  river,  and  lot  14  on  an  island  formed  by  two  meandered 
branches  thereof. 

It  appears,  however,  from  Dunbar's  said  corroborated  affidavit  that 
the  meandered  stream  shown  by  the  official  i)liit  as  dividing  the  said 
iJE.  I  of  Sec.  31,  is  in  fact,  **  an  old  dry  bed  of  the  Cimarron  river  and 
is  now  good  ground  having  high  grass  and  young  timber  trees  of  sev- 
eral years  growth,"  and  from  his  letters,  filed  pending  his  appeal,  that 
he  has  plowed  and  fenced  *' across  the  supposed  channel,"  that  his 
improvements  (mostly  on  lot  14),  comprise  a  house,  stable,  well,  thirty- 
five  acres  broken  and  sixty  or  seventy-five  fenced,  and  that  he  was 
without  knowledge  of  such  meandered  stream  until  his  application  for 
change  of  entry. 

The  decision  appealed  from  found  as  follows: 

As  the  official  plat  shove's  the  Htream  to  b«  ineandered  and  the  application  to  amend 
is  for  laud  on  both  sides  of  said  stream  the  application  in  its  present  form  mnst  be 
rejected.  If,  however,  the  party  desires  to  amend  his  entry  to  include  land  on 
which  he  has  made  improvements  and  lying  on  one  side  only  of  i^nid  stream,  an  ap- 
plication to  that  efiect  will  be  dnly  considered. 

That  Dunbar  can  not,  under  existing  regulations,  be  allowed  to  make 
eutry  for  land  on  both  sides  of  an  existing  meandered  stream  is  not 
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qiiestioaed.  Bat  if  such  stream  does  not  exist  and  the  channel,  as 
shown  by  the  official  plat,  has  disappeared,  then  said  plat  should  be 
80  reformed  as  to  be  in  accord  with  the  chang^ed  conditions,  in  the  light 
of  which  the  pending  application  should  be  considered. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  matters  set  up  in  support 
thereof  should  be  made  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  the  Department.  If 
it  should  appear  that  the  meandered  stream  dividing  said  lots  7, 8  and 
9  from  said  lot  14,  has  no  existence  in  fact,  the  survey  of  the  said  NE. 
i  of  said  Sec.  31  should  be  corrected  accordingly,  and  the  application 
of  Dunbar,  if  in  other  respects  regular,  allowed. 

A  hearing  will^  therefore,  be  duly  had  to  determine  the  matters  thus 
outlined  and  upon  the  evidence  adduced  you  will  re-adjudicate  the  case. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  so  modified. 


PRACTICE-APPEAL— SPECIFICATIONS  OF  ERROR. 

Morton  v.  Lane. 

Failure  to  file  specifications  of  error  will  not  defeat  the  appeal,  where  sach  failare 
is  caused  by  the  inability  of  the  appellant  to  secure  a  copy  of  the  decision. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  January  20, 1891. 

This  is  an  application  filed  by  Henry  C.  Lane,  praying  that  your 
office  be  directed  to  certify  to  the  Department  the  record  in  the  case  of 
Alfred  Morton  v.  Henry  C.  Lane,  under  rules  83  and  84  of  Rules  of 
Practice 

It  appears  from  said  application  and  exhibits  filed  therewith  that 
Morton  filed  a  contest  against  the  timber-culture  entry  of  Lane,  for  the 
S.  i  of  the  l^E.  i  of  Sec.  6,  T.  96  :N^.,  R.  42  W.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and 
upon  the  trial  of  said  case  the  local  officers  made  the  following  decis- 
ion : 

From  the  testimony  produced,  we  jointly  find  for  the  cont-estant  that  the  said  en- 
tryman  has  failed  to  plow,  plant  or  cultivate  the  requisite  number  of  seeds,  cuttings 
or  trees  required  by  law  in  each  and  every  year,  and  we,  therefore,  recommend  that 
his  entry  be  canceled. 

Within  the  time  required  by  the  rules,  the  defendant  filed  the  follow- 
ing notice  of  appeal : 

To  Hon.  M.  D.  McHenry,  Hon.  Wm.  Porter,  Register  and  Receiver,  U.  S.  Land 
Office,  Des  Moinea,  Iowa,  and  Alfred  Morton,  contestant,  you  are  hereby  notified  that 
H.  C.  Lane,  claimant  in  the  above-entitled  contest,  ha^  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  above  register  and  receiver,  rendered  on  the  25th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  188S, 
recommending  that  said  entry  bo  canceled  upon  the  ground  that  H.  C.  Lane,  entry- 
man,  has  failed  to  plow,  plant,  or  cultivate  the  requisite  number  of  cuttings  or  trees 
required  by  law  in  each  and  every  year,  and  recommending  that  his  entry  be  can- 
celed, to  the  Hon.  CommiHsioner  of  the  United  States  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

11.  C.  Lane, 
By  M.  B.  Davis, 

his  Atty. 
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No  specifications  of  error  appear  to  have  been  filed  with  notice  of  said 
appeal,  bnt  it  is  alleged  by  the  applicant  that  he  is  informed  that  hi^ 
attorney  did  file  an  appeal  with  proper  specifications  of  error  in  dne 
time. 

On  March  27, 1890,  your  office  examined  said  case,  and,  finding  that 
no  appeal  had  been  taken  from  the  action  of  the  local  officers,  consid- 
ered said  case  under  rule  48  of  the  Rules  of  Practice,  and,  finding  that  , 
the  decision  of  the  local  officers  that  defendant  "  failed  to  plow,  plant 
or  cultivate  the  requisite  number  of  seeds,  cuttings,  or  trees  required 
by  law  in  each  and  every  year,"  was  not  contrary  to  existing  laws  and 
regulations,  and  that  no  fraud  or  gross  irregularity  was  suggested  on 
the  face  of  the  papers,  and  all  parties  having  been  duly  notified  of  the 
decision,  declared  said  decision  final  and  affirmed  the  action  of  the 
local  office. 

From  this  decision  defendant  appealed,  which  your  office  declined  to 
transmit,  for  the  reason  that  the  failure  to  appeal  from  the  action  of  the 
local  officers  is  a  bar  to  his  right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioner,  affirming  said  decision  of  the  local  officers. 

In  his  petition  the  claimant  states  that,  while  notice  of  said  decision 
was  served  upon  him,  no  copy  of  the  decision  accompanied  the  notice* 
It  appears  that  he  filed  notice  of  appeal  when  he  received  notice  of  the 
adverse  decision,  but  until  he  received  a  copy  of  the  decision  he  could 
not  specifically  set  forth  any  errors  committed  therein. 

This  case  is  controlled  by  the  decision  in  the  case  of  O^Brieu  v^ 
Bichtarik,  8  L.  D.,  192,  in  which  it  was  held  that  the  failure  to  file 
specifications  of  error  within  the  required  time  will  not  defeat  the 
appeal,  where  such  failure  was  caused  by  tbe  inability  of  nppellant  ta 
secure  a  copy  of  the  decision. 

You  will  therefore  transmit  the  record  to  this  Department,  that  the 
case  may  be  considered  upon  the  appeal  of  Lane  from  the  decision  of 
your  office  of  March  27,  1890. 


MINING  CLAIM—ADDITIONAL  MILL   SITE. 

Hecla  Consolidated  Mining  Co. 

The  right  to  a  mill  site  UDder  the  second  clause  of  section  2337,  Revised  StatuteH,  de* 
pends  upon  the  existence  on  tbe  laud  of  a  quartz  mill  or  reduction  works. 

There  is  no  provision  of  law  hy  which  a  mill  site  can  be  acquired  as  additional  to,  or 
in  connection  with  an  existing  mill  site. 

Secreiary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  January^ 

21,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  Hecla  Consolidated  Mining  Com- 
pany  from  the  decision  of  your  office  dated  September  7,  1889,  holding^ 
for  cancellation  mineral  entry  No.  1941,  known  as  the  Everest  mill  site 
No.  3  in  no  organized  mining  district,  Beaver  HeHd  county,  claimed  by 
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«aid  coiupany  and  designated  as  lot  39.  T.  3  S.,  R.  10  W.,  Helena  land 
district,  Montana,  containing  4.97  acres.  June  4, 1889,  claimant  made 
«ntry  for  said  tract,  and  filed  its  application  for  a  patent  to  said  mill 
site.  September  7, 1889,  your  office  rejected  the  application  for  the 
reason  that  the  last  clause  in  section  2337  Revised  Statutes  <' makes  the 
right  to  patent  a  mill  site  dependent  upon  the  existence  on  the  land  of 
a  quartz  mill  or  reduction  works"  and  that  in  the  case  at  bar  <<  the  only 
improvement  claimed  is  a  dam  for  tailings."  and  cited  the  case  of  the 
Eureka  Mill  Site  [Charles  Lennig],  5  L.  D.,  190,  as  authority  for  its 
Averse  decision. 

Claimant  appealed  upon  the  following  grounds,  viz : — 

Firdt :  Section  2337  referred  to  says  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Second :  The  interest  of  the  government  and  the  interest  of  claimants  alike  demand 
■a  more  liberal  construction  of  this  section. 

Third :  It  being  the  interest  of  all  parties  affected  that  a  very  different  construction 
'of  the  law  should  prevail,  it  is  not  right  that  the  present  oppressive  construction 
should  stand  unless  the  law  is  mandatory  upon  this  point. 

Fourth  :  Tlie  law  does  not  demand  anything  of  the  kind  but  on  the  contrary  sag- 
gests  a  more  flexible  policy. 

Accompanying  the  appeal  there  was  filed  a  corroborated  affidavit 
made  by  tbe  general  manager  and  attorney  in  fact  of  claimant,  alleging 
substantially  as  follows:  That  in  1876  claimant  began  tbe  development 
of  numerous  mines  at  and  near  the  town  of  Trappers,  at  the  head  of 
Trappers  Creek  5  that  the  ores  were  reduced  at  its  smelting  works  in 
<xlendale,  about  ten  miles  below  its  group  of  mines;  that  the  work  in 
mining  and  reducing  of  ores  was  continuous ;  that  claimant  found  it 
advisable  to  treat  a  portion  of  its  ore  by  concentrating  the  same  befbre 
smelting ;  that  in  1882  a  concentrator  was  erected  on  Trappers  creek 
three  miles  below  the  mines  and  the  Everest  mill  sites  N'os.  1  and  2  were 
surveyed  for  patent ;  that  in  treating  ores  in  the  concentrator  the  por- 
tion of  the  ore  richest  in  lead  is  taken  out  and  sent  to  the  smelter  for 
reduction ;  that  the  overflow,  or  tailings  though  not  so  rich  in  lead  is  by 
no  means  valueless;  that  it  carries  grains  of  ore  too  light  to  be  recov- 
■ered  by  concentration,  but  rich  in  silver ;  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of 
olaimaut  to  retain  the  tailings  resulting  from  concentration  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  erecting  further  machinery  for  the  profitable  treatment  of 
the  same,  and  had  treated  sixty  thousand  tons  of  ore,  retaining  the  tail- 
ings at  a  continuous  cost ;  that  in  storing  such  a  large  amount  of  tail- 
ings it  covered  all  the  available  ground  originally  appropriated  by 
claimant,  and  was  extending  over  the  ground  appropriated  in  Everest 
mill  sites  Nos.  '3  and  4 ;  that  upon  mill  sites  Nos.  3  and  4  there  are  a 
number  of  charcoal  kilns  for  use  in  the  smelting  plant  at  Glendale. 

The  deputy  surveyor  completed  his  survey  of  Everest  mill  sites  Nos. 
3  and  4,  December,  188S,  and  his  report  of  said  survey  is  corroborative 
of  the  foregoing  allegations. 


DECISIONS   RELATING    TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  77 

Section  2337  Revised  Statutes  reads  as  follows : — 

Where  non-niineral  land  not  conti;;iious  to  the  vein  or  lode  is  used  or  occupied  by 
the  proprietor  of  such  vein  or  lode  lor  mining  or  inilliu>r  purposeM,  such  nou-oiljacent 
surfaApe  ground  may  be  embraced  and  included  in  an  application  for  a  patent  for 
such  veiu  or  lude,  and  the  same  may  be  patented  therewith,  subject  to  the  same  pre- 
liminary requirements  as  to  survey  and  notice  as  are  applicable  to  veins  or  lodes  ; 
bat  no  location  hereafter  ma<te^of  such  nou-adjacent  land  shall  exceed  Ave  acres  and 
payment  for  the  same  must  be  made  at  the  same  rate  as  tixed  by  this  chapter  for  th» 
snperticies  of  the  lode.  The  owner  of  a  quartz  mill  or  reduction- works,  not  owning 
a  mine  in  connection  therewith,  may  also  receive  a  patent  for  his  mill-site,  as  pro- 
vided in  this  section. 

The  appliositioii  under  consideration  does  not  show  t'nat  the  tract 
asked  for  is  used  in  connection  with  any  specitied  vein  or  lode  claiin^ 
nor  is  it  definitely  shown  in  this  connection  that  the  applicant  company 
is  the  owner  of  any  specified  mining  claim,  it  being  simply  generally 
said  that  it  is  the  owner  of,  and  operating  numerous  mines.  It  is  clear 
the  application  as  it  is  now  presented  is  not  sufficient  under  the  first 
clause  of  said  section  2337.  Whether  an  owner  of  a  vein  or  lode  claim 
can  secure  title  to  a  mill-site  under  this  clause  unless  the  claim  shall  &e 
embraced  in  the  application  for  patent  for  the  mining  claim,  it  is  not 
now  necessary  to  decide. 

The  application,  the  papers  filed  in  support  thereof,  and  the  argu- 
ment made  in  support  of  the  appeal  herein,  all  indicate  that  this  appli- 
cation is  made  under  and  supposed  to  be  governed  by  the  provision  of 
the  second  clanse  of  said  section  of  the  Kevised  Statutes.  It  has  how- 
ever been  the  uniform  ruling  of  this  Department  that  the  right  to  a 
patent  for  a  mill  site  under  this  clause  depends  upon  the  existence  ou 
the  land  of  a  quartz  mill  or  reduction  works.  Charles  Lennig  (5  L. 
D.,  190):  Cyprus  Mill  Site  (6  L.  D.  706);  Two  Sisters  Lode  and  Mill 
Site  (7  L.  D.,  557) ;  Le  Neve  Mill  Site  (9  L.  D.,  460). 

These  applicants  do  not  claim  the  existence  on  this  land  of  any  mill 
or  rediiction  works,  but  simply  ask  that  they  be  allowed  to  purchase 
the  additional  land  described  in  this  application  because  the  amount 
acquired  under  the  former  mill-site  claims  (Everest  No.  1  and  No.  2)  is 
not  sufficient  for  their  purposes — that  is,  the3^  ask  for  this  ground  a» 
appurtenant  to  their  other  mill  site  claims.  The  law  makes  no  pro- 
vision for  acquiring  laud  as  mill  sites  additional  to  or  in  connection 
with  existing  mill  sites,  but  on  the  contrary  expressly  limits  the  amount 
of  land  to  be  taken  in  connection  with  a  mill  to  five  acres.  To  allow 
this  application  as  now  made  would  be  to  disregard  this  limitation. 

For  the  reasons  herein  set  forth  the  application  as  now  presented 
must  be  rejected.  If  these  applicants  shall  hereafter  make  application 
for  a  mill  site  claim,  covering  this  land,  in  connection  with  a  specified 
vein  or  lode,  and  shall  bring  themselves  within  the  provisions  of  the 
first  clause  of  said  section,  the  same  may  be  considered  and  allowed. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  modified. 

It  seems  that  this  company  on  the  same  day  made  application  for 
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• 

Everest  mill  site  No.  4,  and  althoagh  yoa  reudered  separate  decisions 
on  the  two  applications  yet,  there  was  but  one  appeal  filed  and  you 
transmitted  the  two  sets  of  papers  under  one  cover.  The  statement  of 
facts  as  set  fortb  herein  is  applicable  also  to  the  application  for  Ever- 
est mill  site  No.  4,  and  the  decision  rejecting  said  application  is  also 
accordingly  modified. 


DESERT  LAND  ENTRY— REPAYMENT. 

David  J.  Morgan.  • 

Failure  of  a  desert  entryman  to  secare  a  peniianeut  watef  supply  from  the  source  re- 
lied upon  will  not  warrant  repayment,  in  the  absence  of  due  showing  of  diligence 
to  secore  such  snpply  from  other  sonrces. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  January 

22,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  David  J.  Morgan  from  your  office  de- 
cision, dated  September  25, 1889,  denying  his  application  for  repayment 
and  holding  his  entry  for  cancellation  for  the  NB.  \  SB.  i,  SB.  i  NB.  i, 
and  lot  1,  Sec.  6,  N W.  J  S W.  J,  3.  i  NW.  J  and  SW.  J  NB.  J,  and  lots  2, 
3  and  4,  Sec.  5,  T.  13  S.,  R.  36  E.,  Blackfoot,  Idaho. 

The  record  shows  that  he  made  desert  land  entry  for  the  tract  in 
question  July  13,  1885.  May  30, 1889,  he  filled  an  affidavit  in  the  local 
office,  asking  to  have  his  entry  canceled  and  for  repayment  of  purchase 
money.  Accompanying  the  application  he  files  his  affidavit,  in  which 
he  states 

that  at  the  time  he  made  his  entry  he  had  appropriated  and  owned  oue*half  of  all  the 
water  of  a  certain  stream  which  ran  above  or  near  the  said  tract  of  land,  which  said 
stream  was  known  as  East  Canon  creek;  that  one  half  of  said  stream  at  the  time  of 
said  entry  was  amply  sufficient  to  irrigate  all  of  said  land;  *  ^  *  that  he  con- 
«itrncted  ditches  on  every  legal  subdivision  thereof,  and  during  the  year  18*^  had  the 
water  flowing  and  running  upon  said  land  and  through  the  ditches  aforesaid ;  that 
he  placed  around  every  portion  of  the  same  posts  and  polei  sufficient  to  fence  the 
entire  tract.  During  1887  Canon  creek  went  and  became  entirely  dry,  and  the  water 
would  not  come  down  the  canon  far  enough  to  get  it  upon  said  land,  and  that  said 
^itream  has  remained  dry  over  siuce;  that  he  has  no  other  water  right. 

In  his  application  to  enter  the  land  it  was  shown  that  he  owned  a 
water  right,  which  would  furnish  ample  water  to  permanently  reclaim 
the  land.  The  entry  was  <luly  made  and  the  purchase  money  paid 
therefor  has  been  turned  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  It 
can  be  withdrawn  from  the  Treasury  only  by  virtue  of  some  law.  (4 
Opinions  of  Attorney  General,  page  253.) 

Section  2362  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  for  repayment  in  cases 
where  a  tract  of  land  '*  has  been  erroneously  sold  by  the  United  States, 
80  that  from  any  cause  the  sale  can  not  be  confirmed.'' 
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»    • 

Tlie  act  of  July  16, 1880  (21  Stats.,  267),  provided,  that  repayment 
may  be  made  in  any  case  "  where  from  any  cause  the  entry  has  been  er- 
roneously allowed  and  can  not  be  coutirmed,"  etc. 

There  is  no  showing  that  the  tract  in  question  could  not  have  been 
irrigated  in  some  other  way  than  by  the  water  from  Canon  Creek. 
Neither  is  it  shown  in  his  application  for  repayment  that  he  made  any 
efforts  to  procure  water  with  which  to  irrigate  the  land  other  than  those 
made  to  get  the  water  from  Canon  creek. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  facts  in  this  case  that  the  land  was  er- 
roneously sold  by  the  United  States,  nor  that  said  sale  could  not  be 
properly  confirmed,  if  Morgan  complied  with  his  part  of  the  contract. 
The  fact  that  aii  exigency  has  arisen  which  will  prevent  him  from  car- 
rying out  his  part  of  the  contract  will  not  justify  the  government  in 
paying  back  the  purchase  money.  His  application  must  therefore  be 
refused. 

Your  office  decision  is  affirmed. 


RIGHT  OF  WAY  ACT— M/H*  OF  DEFINITE  LOCATION. 

Milwaukee,  Lake  Shore  and  Western  Ry.  Co. 

Under  the  right  of  way  act,  the  mapshowiug  the  definite  locatioQ  of  a  road  should  be 
fileil  within  twelve  months  after  sue'i  location,  where  it  is  made  on  surveyed 
land. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commusioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  January 

23,  1891. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9tb.  instant  transmitting,  and  rec- 
o.mruending  approval  tiiereof  under  the  right  of  way  act  of  March  3, 
1875  (18  Stat.,  482),  maps  of  two  sections  of  the  definitely  located  line 
of  road  of  the  Milwaukee,  Lake  Shore  and  Western  Ry.  Co.  in  Wis- 
consin. 

It  is  observed,  on  examination,  that  the  line  of  route  delineated  on 
luap  No.  1  was  adopted  as  the  definite  location  of  the  road  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  company  on  August  14,  1883,  and 
tbat  on  map  Ko.  2,  on  December  1\  1887,  and,  further,  that  the  maps 
were  filed  in  the  local  office  on  December  2,  1890. 

The  lands  involved  were  surveyed  many  years  prior  to  the  location 
of  the  road,  therefore  by  the  express  requirement  in  the  4th.  section  of 
the  right  of  way  act  the  maps  should  have  been  filed  in  the  local  office 
within  twelve  months  after  such  location. 

They  were  not  tiled  till  six  years,  and  two  years,  respectively,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  statutory  period  and  are  not,  therefore,  subject 
to  approval.    They  are  returned  herewith. 

This  ruling  is  in  accord  with  those  covered  by  letters  of  May  11, 1889, 
Joly  10  and  December  16,  1890,  returning  without  approval,  by  reason 
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of  failure  to  file  them  in  time,  maps  filed  by  the  Denver,  Sonth  Park 
and  I'acific  B.  B.  Oo.,  the  Loogmont,  Middle  Park  and  Pacific  By.  Co. 
and  the  Southern  Pacific  B.  B.  Go.  It  should  govern  if  similar  cases 
arise  in  the  future. 


SCHOOL  LANDS-INDEMNITY  SELECTION-PRACTICE. 

William  Galloway. 

In  StateH  where  two  sectioDB  of  land  to  each  township  are  nrraated  for  school  pnr- 
post'S)  twice  the  amount  specified  in  section  2276,  R.  S.,  will  be  allowed  for  defi- 
ciencies in  fractional  townships. 

An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  removes  the  case  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Greueial  Land  Office,  and  a  subsequent  motion  for  the  review  of  such 
decision  can  not  be  entertained  unless  the  appeal  has  been  withdrawn  and  made 
of  record. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  January 

24,  1891. 

This  appeal  is  tiled  by  William  A'alloway  from  the  decision  of  your 
office  of  August  24,  1889,  affirming  the  action  of  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver rejecting  his  application,  filed  January  15, 1889,  to  make  home- 
stead entry  of  the  NB.  J  of  Sec.  9  T.  38  K,  B.  2  E.,  Seattle,  Washing- 
ton. 

The  application  was  rejected,  for  the  reason  that  the  land  had  been 
selected  as  school  indemnity  as  per  list  3,  tiled  July  23,  1870. 

The  sole  ground  of  error  alleged  is  your  holding  that  the  said  lands 
were  properly  reserved,  the  avermefiit  being  that  only  480  acres  less 
270.50  acres  in  place  could  be  legally  selected  as  indemnity  school  lands 
in  said  township. 

The  township  is  fractional,  having  an  area  of  12,190  acres. 

All  of  section  36  was  taken  under  donation  claims  Nos.  38  39,  and 
40,  to  Fettles,  Vail,  and  Lysle,  respectively.  Only  270.50  acres  were 
left  in  place  in  section  16. 

On  the  principles  of  adjustment,  as  construed  by  authority  of 
O'Oonald  v.  California  (6  L.  D.,  690),  where  sections  sixteen  and  thirty- 
six  SLWi  both  reserved  for  school  purposes,  'he  area  of  the  township  as 
above  given  entitles  the  State  to  claim  960  acres.  That  in  place  being 
270.50,  the  selection  of  680  acres  by  list  3  is  not  in  excess  of  the  amount 
lost  from  the  reserved  lands. 

This  case  is  decided  upon  its  merits  from  the  record  now  before  me. 
I  should  add,  however,  that  the  motion  tiled  by  Mr.  Galloway,  on  Au- 
gust 8,  1889,  for  a  review  of  your  decision  of  March  29,  1889,  should 
not  have  been  entertained,  for  the  reason  that  an  appeal  had  been  filed 
from  said  decision,  and  while  said  appeal  was  pending  your  office  had 
no  jurisdiction  of  the  case.  A  motion  for  review  of  your  office  decision 
should  not  be  considered  to  operate  as  an  implied  withdrawal  of  the 
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appeal  taken  therefrom  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  In  such  case, 
before  your  office  can  be  reinvested  with  jurisdiction  to  entertain  such 
motion,  the  appeal  should  be  withdrawn  and  made  of  record.  Sapp  v. 
Anderson,  9  L.  D.,  165 ;  Eudolph  Wurlitzer,  6  L.  D.,  315 ;  John  M. 
Walker,  6  L.  D.,  504. 
Your  said  office  decision  is  affirmed. 


ENTRT    OF  PUBLIC  LAND— ACT  OF  AUGUST  30,  1890. 

Instructions. 

The  limitation  iu  acreage  prescribed  by  the  act  of  August  30,  IH90,  extends  equally  to 
all  the  land  laws,  and  restricts  the  applicant  thereunder  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  the  aggregate. 

The  provisions  of  said  act  are  prospective  in  operation,  and  the  right  of  an  applicant, 
therefore,  to  secure  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  public  land  is  not  affected 
by  the  fact  that  he  had  acquired  a  like  amount  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act, 
if  he  is  otherwise  entitled  to  enter  such  amount. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

29,  1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  Acting  Commissioner  Stone's  letter  dated  October 
20,  1890,  transmitting  for  the  consideration  of  the  Department  his  re- 
ply to  the  letter  of  the  register  and  receiver  at  Oregon  City,  Oregon, 
dated  September  29,  same  y^ar,  requesting  a  constraction  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  August  30, 1890,  26  Stat.,  391.  The  question  sub- 
mitted by  said  officers  was : 

Iu  construing  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  30,  1890,  can  an  applicant  who 
shows  that  he  has  perfected  title  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  under  the 
land  laws  of  the  United  States  previous  to  said  August  30,  1890,  now  initiate  claims 
for  and  acquire  title  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  more  T  Or,  in  other  words,  if 
a  person  perfected  title  to  a  preemption  and  timher  land  claim  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  each,  prior  to  August  30, 1890,  can  such  person  now  file  a  homestead  entry 
or  other  claim,  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each  and  acquire  title  thereto? 

The  reply  submitted  for  my  consideration  holds 'that,  "the  evil 
intended  to  be  remedied  was  the  acquisition  of  title  to  various  tracts  of 
land  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each  under  the  laws;  that  prior  to 
the  passage  of  this  act  one  person  could  acquire  title  to  1440  acres  of 
public  land  under  certain  laws  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  domain 
other  than  mineral;  that  said  act  is  not  retroactive  and  does  not  in 
terms  or  by  implication  repeal  any  of  the  existing  laws,  but  it  does 
limit  the  amount  of  land  which  may  be  taken  under  any  or  all  of  these 
laws  iu  the  future  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres;  that  "if  a  per- 
son has  exhausted  all  of  his  rights  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act, 
he  can  obtain  no  more  land.  This  law  gives  him  no  new  rights,  nor 
does  it  take  any  rights  away.  It  simply  means  that  in  making  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands,  the  maximum  which  any  one  person  may 
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obtain  is  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  instead  of  1440  acres,  as 
under  previous  laws." 

The  law  under  consideration  is  a  part  of  said  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  and  reads  as  follows : 

No  person  who  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  enter  upon  any  of  the  pahlio 
lands  with  a  view  to  oocupation,  entr^  or  settlement  under  any  of  the  laud  laws  shall 
be  permitted  to  acquire  title  to  more  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the 
aggregate,  under  all  of  said  I&ws,  but  this  limitation  shall  not  operate  to  curtail  the 
right  of  any  person  who  has  heretofore  made  entry  or  settlement  on  the  public  lands, 
or  whose  occupation,  entry  or  settlement  is  validated  by  this  act. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  limitation  of  the  act  August  30,  1890, 
applies  to  '^occupation,  entry  or  settlement  under  any  of  the  land 
laws  "  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  restricts  the  applicant, 
in  the  acquisition  of  title,  to  not  more  than  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  '^  in  the  aggregate  under  all  of  said  lawsP  The  term  <<  said  laws  " 
evidently  refers  to  "any  of  the  land  laws''  which  provide  f^r  the  dis- 
position of  the  public  domain.  The  limitation  cannot  be  held  to  apply 
solely  to  the  "  settlement"  laws  because  only  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  could  be  acquired  under  the  pre  emption  or  homestead  laws  before 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  the  limitation  would  be  useless.  By  its 
terms  it  extends  to  '^  all^  of  the  land  laws  and  must  be  held  to  restrict 
the  applicant  to  enter  public  lauds  of  whatever  kind  or  description, 
agricultural,  coal,  mineral,  or  lands  subject  to  private  entry,  based 
solely  upon  rights  acquired  subsequently  to  the  passage  of  said  act,  to 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  ''  in  the  aggregate."  But  it  is  also 
provided  that  ^Hhis  limitation  shall  not  operate  to  curtail  the  right  of 
any  person  who  has  heretofore  made  entry  or  settlement  on  the  public 
lands,  or  whose  occupation,  entry  or  settlement  is  validated  by  this 
act,"  and  it  follows  therefore  that  the  fact  that  a  person  "  has  perfected 
title  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  under  the  land  laws  of 
the  United  States  previous  to  August  30,  1890,"  will  not  inhibit  his 
acquiring  "  title  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  more"  under  any 
of  the  land  laws,  provided  he  would  have  been  allowed  to  make  entry 
under  the  particular  law,  if  said  act  of  August  30, 1890,  had  not  been 
enacted. 

The  specific  question  asked  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  Oregon 
City  should  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  that  portion  of  the 
letter  which  apparently  restricts  the  limitation  of  said  act  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  title  to  the  public  domain  under  the  homestead,  preemption, 
timber  culture,  timber  land,  and  desert  laud  laws,  should  be  omitted. 
This  conclusion  is  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Assistant  At- 
torney-General for  this  Department,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Attor- 
ney-General, copy  of  which  please  find  enclosed  herewith. 

You  will  please  have  a  letter  prepared  in  accordance^with  the  views 
herein  expressed. 
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Opinion. 
Solicitor  General  Ta/t  to  Secretary  Noble^  December  26, 1890. 

By  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo  yoa  submitted  for  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General, 
the  qaestion  whether  iu  construing  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  30,  1890, 
an  applicant  who  shows  that  he  has  title  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
under  the  land  laws  of  the  United  States  pre vious  to  said  August  30th,  1890,  can  now 
initiate  claims  for  and  acquire  title  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  more,  or  in 
other  words,  whether  if  a  person  perfected  title  to  a  pre-emption  and  timber  land 
claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each,  prior  to  August  30, 1890,  he  can  now  file 
a  homestead  entry,  or  other  claim,  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each  and  acquire 
title  thereto. 

The  provision  in  the  act  of  August  30th,  1890  (Laws  Ist  session  1690,  chap.  837, 
p.  391,  Annual  Laws),  which  gives  rise  to  this  question  is  as  follows : 

'*No  person  who  shall  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  enter  upon  any  of  the  public 
lands  with  a  view  to  occupation,  entry  or  settlement  under  any  'of  the  land  laws 
shall  be  permitted  to  acquire  title  to  more  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
the  aggregate,  under  all  of  said  laws,  but  this  limitation  shall  not  operate  to  curtail 
the  right  of  any  person  who  has  heretofore  made  entry  or  settlement  on  the  public 
lands,  or  whose  occupation,  entry,  or  settlement  is  validated  by  this  act." 

The  question  asked  must  be  answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  language  of  the  pro- 
vision will  permit  no  other  construction.  Its  whole  operation  is  prospective.  The 
entries  upon  which  the  limitation  is  to  operate  are  those  made  after  the  act.  Those 
made  before  the  act,  though  uncompleted,  are  expressly  saved  from  the  operation  of 
the  act  by  the  proviso.  The  verbs  used  are  all  in  the  future  tense.  **  No  person  who 
shall  after  the  passage  of  this  act  enter,  etc.,  shall  be  permitted  to  acquire  more  than- 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the  aggregate."  The  acquisition  referred  to 
clearly  begins  in  the  future.  It  is  difficult  to  see  why  the  limit'upon  such  acquisition, 
in  the  absence  of  anything  to  the  contrary,  should  not  therefore  be  calculated  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  the  act. 

Add  to  the  force  of  the  language  of  the  act  that  of  the  well  known  rule  of  construc- 
tion which  requires  that  in  the  absence  of  express  provision  or  necessary  implication 
to  the  contrary,  all  statutes  are  to  be  given  a  prospective  rather  than  a  retrospective 
operation,  and  the  proper  view  of  the  provision  under  discussion  is  placed  beyond 
doubt. 

Approved : 

W.  H.   H.  MlLLBR, 

A  ttomey-  General, 


JPOKE8T  RESERVATIONS-TIMBEB  TRESPASS— ACTS  OF  SEPTEMBER  !25» 

AXD  OCTOBER  1,  1880. 

Instructions. 

Actions  for  trespass  in  case  of  timber  cutting  on  lands  embraced  within  the  forest  res- 
ervations created  by  the  acts  of  September  25,  and  October  1,  1890,  will  not  lie, 
where  such  lands  are  covered  by  final  entries,  prima  facie  valid,  and  made  prior 
to  the  legislative  or  executive  withdrawal  under  said  acts. 

Persons  who  have  merely  made  filings  on  said  lands,  and  are  cutting  timber  thereon 
should  be  regarded  as  trespassers  and  removed  from  the  reservations. 

Homesteaders  who  have  not  perfected  title  to  the  land  covered  by  their  entries  may 
be  restrained  by  judicial  proceedings  from  unlawfully  denuding  the  land  of  tim- 
ber until  the  validity  of  their  entries  can  be  determined. 
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Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Jan- 
uary 12,  1891. 

There  is  herewith  transmitted  you  a  copy  of  opinion  of  the  Assistant 
Attorney  General,  relating  to  action  of  certain  persons  of  Kaweah  Col- 
ony in  California,  about  whose  depredations  on  public  timber  you  have 
referred  to  the  Department  certain  reports  of  agent  Caldwell. 

Your  attention  is  called  particularly  to  the  views  of  the  Assistant 
Attorney-General  expressed  on  page  ten  of  his  opinion,  and  you  are  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  Secretary  as  soon  as  possible  the  difterent  sec- 
tions falling  under  the  different  classifications  made  with  a  view  to 
having  the  proper  remedy  made. 

You  will  also  report  ^vhether,  if  you  know,  these  colonists  have  com- 
bined to  place  their  titles  in  the  hands  of  a  single  corporation. 

Opinion. 

Assistant  Attorney- Oeiieral  Shields  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Jan- 

uary  5,  1891. 

1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  your  reference  dated 
December  23,  1890  (received  by  me  on  January,  2,  1891),  of  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Honorable  Assistant  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  referring  to  his  report  of  November  20,  1890,  relative  to  the  occu- 
pancy by  the  Kaweah  Colonists  of  certain  public  lands  in  California 
recently  reserved  by  act  of  Congress  for  a  National  Park,  and  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  report  of  special  agent  Caldwell  thereon  dated  Novem- 
ber 26, 1890,  giving  the  result  of  his  investigation  relative  to  the  cutting 
of  valuable  timber  on  said  lands  by  said  colonists. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  September  25, 
1890  (26  Stats.,  478),  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  California  known  and 
described  as  township  numbered  eighteen  south  range  thirty -one  east, 
and  sections  thirty-one,  thirty-two,  thirty-three,  and  thirty-four,  town- 
ship seventeen  south  of  range  thirty  east  of  Mount  Diablo  meridian,  was 
reserved  from  <'  settlement,  occupancy  or  sale  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  dedicated  and  set  apart  as  a  public  park  or  pleasure 
ground  for  the  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  the  people ;  and  all  persons 
who  shall  locate  or  settle  upon  or  occupy  the  same  or  any  part  thereof, 
except  as  hereinafter  provided,  shall  be  considered  trespassers  and 
removed  therefrom." 

The  second  section  of  said  act  places  said  tract  in  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  authorizes  him  to  make  "  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  he  may  deem  necessary  or  proper  for  the  care 
and  management  of  the  same"  and  requires  him  to  ^^ cause  all  persons 
trespassing  upon  the  same,  after  the  passage  of  this  act  to  be  removed 
therefrom." 

By  the  first  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  October  1-,  1890 
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(26  Stats.,  650),  certaia  tracts  of  laud  in  California,  with  specifically 
described  boundaries,  were — 

reserved  and  withdrawn  from  settlement,  occupancy  or  sale  nnder  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  set  apart  as  reserved  forest  lands,  and  all  persons  who  shall  locate 
or  settle  upon  or  occupy  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  except  as  hereinafter  provided, 
shall  be  cousidered  trespassers  and  removed  therefrom.  Provided^  however,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  shall  be  constrned  ....  as  affecting  any  bona  fide  entry  of  land 
made  within  the  limits  above  described  under  any  law  of  the  United  States  prior  to 
the  approval  of  this  act. 

Section  two  of  said  act  places  said  reservation  in  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  provisions  similar  to  those  in 
said  act  of  September  25, 1890 ;  and  section  three  provides  that : 

There  shall  also  be  and  is  hereby  reserved  and  withdrawn  from  settlement,  occu- 
pancy or  sale  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  set  apart  as  reserved 
forest  lands  as  hereinbefore  provided,  and  subject  to  all  the  limitations  and  provi- 
sions herein  contained,  the  following  additional  lands,  to  wit :  Township  seventeen, 
south,  range  thirty  east  of  the  Mount  Diablo  meridian,  excepting  sections  thirty-one, 
thirty-two,  thirty-three,  and  thirty- four  of  said  township,  included  in  a  previous 
bill.  And  there  is  also  reserved  and  withdrawn  from  settlement,  occupancy  or  sale 
nnder  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  set  apart  as  forest  lands,  subject  to  like  limita- 
tions, oonditions  and  provisions,  all  of  townships  fifteen  and  sixteen  south,  of  ranges 
twenty-nine  and  thirty  east  of  the  Mount  Diablo  meridian.  And  there  is  also  hereby 
reserved  and  withdrawn  from  settlement,  occupancy  or  sale  nnder  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  set  apart  as  reserved  forest  lands  under  like  limitations,  restric- 
tions and  provisions,  sections  five  and  six  in  township  fourteen,  south,  range  twenty- 
eight  east  of  Mount  Diablo  meridian,  and  also  sections  thirty-one  and  thirty-two  of 
township  thirteen,  south,  range  twenty-eight  east  of  the  same  meridian.  Nothing 
in  this  act  shall  authorize  rules  or  contracts  touching  the  protection  and  improve- 
ment of  said  reservations,  beyond  the  sums  that  may  be  received  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  under  the  foregoing  provisions,  or  authorize  any  charge  against  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  of  the*  Assistant  Commissioner  does  not  expressly  state 
the  locality  in  which  said  colonists  are  operating.  It,  however,  appears 
in  the  report  of  said  special  agent' Caldwell  that  the  ^^Kaweah  Co- 
operative Colony  Co."  composed  of  said  colonists,  had  been  warned  by 
him  to  desist  from  trespassing  upon  government  lands,  report  of  which 
was  made  by  him  to  the  Department  on  August  15,  1890 ;  that  after- 
wards, to  wit :  on  October  25,  1890,  said  agent  reported  to  the  Depart- 
ment that  said  colonists  were  continuing  to  cut  timber  on  land  '^  now 
embraced  in  the  forest  reservation  created  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
October  1,  1890;"  that  said  company,  through  its  secretary  and  busi- 
ness manager,  J.  J.  Martin,  notified  said  agent  that — 

the  colony  was  now  cutting  timber  on  one  of  their  own  claims,  viz:  the  SW  ^of  Sec. 
2,  T.  16  S.,  R.  29  E.,  M.  D.  M.  (upon  which  Burnette  G.  HaskeU,  one  of  its  trustees, 
made  a  filing  in  1885,  just  before  said  land  was  withdrawn  from  the  market),  and 
were  hauling  the  same  to  their  saw  mill  on  the  NE  i  of  Sec.  10,  T.  16  S.,  R.  29  E., 
M.  D.  M.,  and  there  converting  it  into  lumber ;  that  they  will  continue  to  cut  timber 
upon  their  own  claims  in  said  forest  reservation  until  restrained  by  the  government, 
and  that  they  will  have  to  be  restrained  by  force  before  they  will  stop. 
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It  further  appears  from  the  report  of  said  agent  dated  November  30, 
1890,  that  on  November  25,  same  year,  the  four  resident  trustees  of  said 
company  were  arrested  by  the  United  States  for  cutting  timber  upon 
the  reservations  created  by  said  act  6f  October  1,  1890,  and  that  said 
parties  would  be  required  to  give  bail  and  stand  trial  in  the  United 
States  court. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner  refers  to  report  of  November  20, 1890, 
in  which  he  recommended  that  injunction  proceedings  be  initiated.  He, 
however,  suggests  three  methods  of  procedure,  viz: 

First :  To  recognize  the  legality  of  the  applioations  to  enter  the  lands  under  the 
homeotead  or  timber  land  acts,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  to  order  hearings  to  establish 
the  question  as  to  their  bona  fides ;  or 

Second :  To  refuse  any  recognition  of  the  claimants'  rights  in  the  premises,  and  re- 
ject their  applications  on  the  ground  that  the  lands  are  embraced  in  reservations  set 
apart  by  acts  of  Congress  ;  or 

Third :  To  institute  legal  proceedings  to  eject  the  parties  from  the  lands,  and  let  all 
questions  regarding  their  rights  in  the' matter  be  settled  by  the  courts. 

The  Assistant  Commissioner  suggests  that  the  first  method  would  be 
the  just  and  proper  one,  '^  except  for  the  declared  determination  and 
present  defiant  action  of  the  claimants." 

By  said  reference,  my  opinion  is  asked  as  to  which  of  the  several 
courses  suggested  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  ^^  will  be  most  efficacious  to  prevent  the  further  loss  of  timber.  Is 
not  an  injunction  the  way,  and  is  there  any  way  to  defeat  the  entrymen 
on  these  reser  vat  ions  ?" 

The  act  of  September  25, 1890  (supra),  makes  no  express  exception  of 
*^  bona  fide  "  entries  made  prior  to  the  approval  of  the  act  as  contained 
in  said  act  of  October  1,  1890.  But,  in  my  opinion,  this  fact  would 
make  no  difference  in  the  construction  of  the  prior  act,  for  it  was  held 
by  the  United  States  supreme  court  in  the  case  of  Wilcox  v.  Jackson 
(13  Peters,  613),  which  involved  the  legality  of  a  reservation  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  War, 

That  whensoever  a  tract  of  land  shall  have  once  been  legally  appropriated  to  any 
purpose,  from  that  moment  the  land  thus  appropriated  becomes  severed  from  the  mass 
of  public  lands ;  and  that  no  subsequent  law,  or  proclamation,  or  sale  would  be  con- 
strued to  embrace  it,  or  to  operate  upon  it ;  although  no  reservation  were  made  of  it. 

This  ruling  has  been  uniformly  followed  by  the  courts  and  this  De- 
partment. Gibson  v.  Ghoteau  (13  Wall.,  92),  Leavenworth  R.  R.  Oo.  r. 
United  States  (92  U.  S.,  733) ;  Hastings  and  Dakota  Ry.  Co.  v.  Whit- 
ney (132  U.  S.,  357). 

If,  therefore,  any  of  said  lands  have  been  legally  entered,  under  the 
rulings  above  cited  they  would  be  excepted  from  the  reservation, 
although  no  express  exception  is  made  in  the  act  or  order  creating  the 
same.  It  is  essential,  however,  in  order  to  except  the  tract  from  the 
operation  of  either  of  said  acts,  that  it  must  have  been  entered  bona  fide 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  act,  but  a  mere  filing  is  not  sufficient.  In  the 
case  of  Frisbie  v.  Whitney  (9  Wall.,  187),  the  supreme  court  said : . 
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When  all  these  prerequisites  are  complied  with,  and  the  claimant  has  paid  the 
price  of  the  laad,  he  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  entry  from  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver; and  after  a  reasonable  time,  to  enable  the  land  officer  to  ascertain  if  there 
are  superior  claims,  and  if  in  other  respects  the  claimant  has  made  oat  his  case,  he 
is  entitled  to  receive  a  patent,  which  for  the  first  time  invests  him  with  the  legal 
titles  to  the  land. 

The  coart  also  said  (id.,  196): 

The  argument  is  urged  with  much  zeal  that  because  the  claimant  did  all  that  was 
in  the  power  of  any  one  to  do  towards  perfecting  his  claim,  he  should  not  be  held 
responsible  for  what  could  not  be  done. 

To  this  we  reply,  as  we  did  in  the  case  of  Rector  v.  Ashly  (16  Wall.,  142),  that  the 
rights  of  a  claimant  are  to  be  measured  by  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  not  by  what  he 
may  or  may  not  be  able  to  do,  and  if  a  sound  construction  of  these  acts  shows  that 
he  had  acquired  no  vested  interest  in  the  land,  then,  as  his  rights  are  created  by 
the  statutes,  they  must  be  governed  by  their  provisions,  whether  they  be  hard  or 
lenient. 

See  also  The  Yosemite  Valley  Case  (15  Wall.,  77) ;  Simmons  v.  Wag- 
ner (101  U.  S.,  260) ;  Buxton  v.  Traver  (130  U.  S.,  232) ;  8  Op.  Att'y- 
Geon,  72;  10  id,,  67  ;  11  id.,  492;  17  id.,  180. 

Where  final  entries  have  been  allowed  by  the  local  officers  of  lands 
within  the  limits  of  said  reservations,  in  my  opinion  no  action  will  lie 
against  the  entrymen  so  long  as  the  entries  remain  uncanceled.  But 
in  the  case  of  lands  therein  embraced  in  mere  filings,  which  do  not  re- 
serve the  land,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
has  the  authority,  under  said  acts,  to  direct  the  removal  of  any  persons 
npon  said  reservation  without  his  permission,  notwithstanding  such 
persons  may  have  filed  for  the  land  under  the  pre-emption,  or  timber 
and  stone  act  (20  Stats.,  89).  Where  any  of  said  lands  have  been  en- 
tered under  the  homestead  law  and  the  entrymen  have  not  acquired 
title  thereto,  they  may  be  restrained  by  temporary  injunction,  pending 
the  final  disposition  of  their  claims  by  the  Department,  from  cutting  the 
timber  for  sale  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  and  cultivating  the 
land.  If  the  Department  is  of  the  opinion  that  any  entries  of  lands 
within  said  reservations  have  been  made  in  bad  faith  or  contrary  to 
law,  hearings  should  be  promptly  ordered,  after  due  notice,  to  determine 
the  validity  of  the  same,  and  the  cases  should  be  made  special,  in  view 
of  the  public  interest  involved  in  the  preservation  of  the  reserved  lands. 

I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion,  and  so  advise  you,  that  neither  of  the 
methods  suggested  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  should  be  adopted, 
but  that,  (1)  final  entries  of  any  of  said  lands  prior  to  executive  with- 
drawal or  legislative  reservation,  prima  facie  valid,  should  be  recog- 
nized as  valid  until  duly  canceled  by  the  laud  department;  (2)  the 
parties  who  have  not  made  entries  of  said  lands,  but  have  merely  made 
filings  thereon,  and  are  cutting  timber  therefrom,  should  be  considered- 
trespassers  and  removed  from  the  reservations,  and  (3)  where  it  shall 
appear  that  homestead  entrymen  who  have  not  completed  title  to  tracts 
covered  by  their  entries,  are  denuding  the  land   of  timber  for  the 
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purposes  of  sale,  and  not  for  clearing  and  cultivation  of  soil,  proceed- 
ings should  be  instituted  in  the  courts  to  restrain  them  from  such  cut- 
ting of  timber,  until  the  validity  of  their  entries  shall  be  duly  deter- 
mined by  the  land  department. 


RAILBOAD  GRANT-INDEMNITY  SELECTIONS. 

Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Texas  Ry.  Co. 

Daring  the  peadoucy  of  jadtcial  prooeediugd  that  affect  the  status  of  lands  andor  a 
railroad  grant,  indemnity  selections  therefor  should  not  be  allowed. 

No  action  should  be  taken  on  inde'unity  selections  for  land  embraced  within  expired 
pre-emption  filings  until  after  notice  to  the  claimants  to  assert  any  rights  they 
may  possess. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Gommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Jan- 
uary 19,  1891. 

On  November  29,  1890,  I  transmitted  to  you  a  letter  from  Geo.  A. 
Eddy,  Esq.,  one  of  the  receivers  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  rail- 
way company,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  for  many  years,  selections  of 
land  free  from  conflict,  made  by  the  company  have  been  pending  before 
your  office,  and  that  these  lands  have  all  been  sold  by  the  company  to 
parties  who  are  constantly  demanding  the  evidence  of  their  titles.  Mr. 
Eddy  asked  that  patents  issue  for  such  lands.  The  letter  was  trans- 
mitted to  your  office  for  report. 

In  response  thereto  by  letter  of  December  4,  1890,  you  stated  that 
under  the  adjustment  of  the  grant  for  said  company  approved  by  the 
Department  August  2,  1890  (11  L.  D.,  130),  there  is  yet  due  on  account 
of  the  grant  388,338.93  acres.  You  therewith  transmitted  clear  list  No. 
32,  embracing  2265.46  acres,  which  you  stated  included  all  the  tracts 
selected  that  are  free  from  conflicts.  You  further  stated  that  there 
were  included  in  said  list  certain  "even  numbered  sections  (two  of  which 
are  in  Allen  county)  which  it  has  always  been  held  by  this  (your)  office 
could  be  selected  within  the  indemnity  limits  under  the  act  of  July  26, 
1866 ;  but  the  tinestion  as  to  whether  such  right  is  granted  by  said  act, 
is  one  of  the  questions  involved  in  the  suit  now  pending  against  said 
company  embraciiii;  lands  in  Allen  county." 

The  suit  referred  to  was  instituted  by  the  Attorney-General  on  the 
recommendation  of  this  Department  {i  L.  D.,  573).  In  recommending 
the  suit  the  Department  held  that  said  company  was  not  entitled  to  even 
sections,  (I)  in  the  iademnity  limits  of  its  road  where  overlapped  by  the 
primary  limits  of  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston  road,  and 
(2)  in  the  common  indemnity  limits  of  the  two  roads.  The  suit  involv- 
ing these  questions  is  still  pending,  and  while  technically  it  embraces 
only  such  lands  in  Allen  county,  the  decision  will  necessarily  affect  the 
title  to  lands  similarly  situated  outside  of  that  county.    An  inspection 
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of  the  plats  of  yoar  office  shows  that  two  of  the  tracts  in  said  list  are 
actaally  involved  in  said  sait,  and  some  ten  others  similarly  situated, 
but  outside  of  said  county,  will  be  afifected  by  the  decision.  In  view  of 
these  facts,  1  am  of  opinion  that  such  tracts  should  be  eliminated  from 
the  list,  and  that  title  to  the  same  should  not  be  passed  until  said  suit 
is  finally  determined. 
You  further  state  that — 

A  lar^e  anmber  of  the  tracts  iQcladed  ia  this  list  are  covered  by  expired  Hliugs 
under  which  no  one  is  now  assertiut;;  olaioii  and  they  are  listed  under  departmental 
decision  in  the  case  of  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Stovenour  (10  L.  D., 
645). 

In  a  similar  case  the  Little  Bock  and  Memphis  E.  B.  Go.  (11  L.  D., 
595),  it  was  held  that,  (syllabus),  ''  No  action  should  be  taken  on  indem- 
nity selections  for  laud  covered  by  expired  filings  until  after  notice  to 
the  claimants  to  assert  any  rights  they  may  possess."  It  was  said  in 
that  connection,  that  while  rights  under  such  filings  have  ceased,  set- 
tlement, if  continued  would  defeat  the  company's  right  of  selection, 
and  you  were  directed  to  notify  such  claimants  to  assert  their  rights  if 
any  they  had.  I  have  concluded  that  a  similar  course  should  be  fol- 
lowed in  this  instance. 

Yon  will,  therefore,  notify  these  claimants  to  assert  their  rights,  if 
any  they  have,  within  thirty  days  from  notice. 

The  list  is  accordingly  returned  for  action  in  accordance  herewith. 
Inasmuch  as  these  selections  have  been  pending  for  a  long  time,  I  sug- 
gest that  this  matter  be  speedily  attended  to. 


UNIVERSITY  GRAXT-TERRITORIAIi  SELECTIONS. 

State  op  South  Dakota. 

By  the  provisions  of  section  14,  aot  of  February  22,  1H89,  each  of  the  Dakotas  is  en- 
titled to  seventy' two  sections  of  land  under  the  grant  for  university  purposes  ; 
and  the  lands  .selected  by  tlie  Territory  of  Dakota,  lyin;^  wholly  within  South 
Dakota,  inure  to  said  State  under  said  aot. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  President,  January  20, 1891. 

I  transmit  herewith  for  your  approv^al  a  list  oi  lands  (list  No.  1)  lying 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota,  which  had  been  hereto- 
fore selected  for  the  Territory  of  Dakota  for  university  purposes,  under 
the  act  of  February  18, 1881  (21  Stat.,  326). 

The  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  of  February  22, 1889  (25  Stat.,  676), 
for  the  admission  of  the  States  of  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Mon- 
tana and  Washington  into  the  Union,  provides  that  all  the  lands  granted 
to  the  Territories  of  Dakota  and  Montana  by  the  act  of  February  18, 
1881,  for  university  purposes, "  are  hereby  vested  in  the  States  of  South 
Dakota,  North  Dakota  and  Montana,  respectively,  if  such  States  are 
admitted  into  the  Union,  as  provided  in  this  act,  to  the  extent  of  the 
full  quantity  of  seventy-two  sections  to  each  of  said  States." 
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Ou  August  4th  last,  I  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  the  follow- 
ing questions,  relative  to  the  proper  oonstruction  of  said  section  14, 
to  wit : — 

First,  by  this  act  is  there  a  grant  of  seveaty-two  sections  of  land  to  the  State  of 
North  Dakota  and  seventy-two  sections  to  the  State  of  Soath  Dakota,  or  does  each 
State  take  under  the  grant  only  thirty -six  sections  1 

Second,  shall  the  lands  which  were  selected  for  the  Territory,  and  which  lie 
wholly  within  the  State  of  South  Dakota,  be  certified  by  this  office  to  that  State,  or 
shall  they  be  certified  to  both  North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota  jointly  f 

In  response  thereto,  the  Attorney-General,  on  August  11,  submitted 
as  his  opinion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  act  of  February  22, 
1889,  to  grant  to  each  of  the  Dakotas  the  full  quantity  of  seventy-two 
sections  of  land,  and  that  the  sections  that  had  heretofore  been 
selected  for  the  Territory,  and  which  lie  wholly  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  South  Dakota,  inure  to  that  State  under  the  provisions  of  said 
act. 

The  Gommissioner  calls  attention  to  section  19  of  the  act  of  Febru- 
ary 22, 1889,  which  provides  that  ^'  all  lands  granted  in  quantity  or 
indemnity  by  this  act  shall  be  selected  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,"  and  expresses  a  doubt  as  to  whether  your  ap- 
proval is  still  essential  to  the  vesting  of  title  to  the  lands  in  the  State. 

Acting  upon  the  opinion  that  the  act  of  February  22, 1889,  does  not 
dispense  with  the  necessity  of  the  approval  of  the  President  as  one  of 
the  essential  requirements  of  the  grant,  and  concurring  in  the  opinioa 
of  the  Attorney-General  that  under  the  provisions  of  said  act  each  of 
the  Dakotas  is  entitled  to  seventy-two  sections  under  the  grant  for 
university  purposes,  and  that  the  lands  heretofore  selected  by  the  Ter- 
ritory  lying  wholly  within  the  State  of  South  Dakota  inure  to  said 
State,  under  the  act  of  February  22,  1889,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
for  your  consideration  said  list  No.  1,  embracing  sixty-nine  sections 
with  an  aggregate  area  of  44,382.49  acres,  and  recommend  the  approval 
thereof  to  the  State  of  South  Dakota. 


DESERT  L.WD  ENTRY"— PRELIMINARY  AFFIDAVIT— FINAIi  PROOF. 

Lewis  Wolflby. 

The  preliminary  affidavit  in  desert  entries  mast  be  made  npon  the  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  entryman  derived  from  a  personal  examination  of  the  land,  and  the 
final  proof  thereunder  be  made  before  the  local  officers,  or  the  Jadge  or  clerk  of 
court  of  the  county  in  which  the  land  is  located,  or  commissioner  of  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  having  Jurisdiction  over  the  county  in  which  the  land  is 
located. 

Secretary  Noble  to  Ron,  Letcis  Wolfley^  January  24,  1891. 

I  have  given  careful  consideration  to  the  request  contained  in  your 
letter  of  November  22, 1890,  with  reference  to  the  modification  of  cer- 
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tain  iastractions  and  rulings  of  this  Department  relating  to  desert  land 
entries. 

The  regulations  and  rulings  now  in  force  require  that  the  preliminary 
affidavit  in  said  entries  be  made  upon  personal  knowledge  derived  from 
personal  examination  of  the  land,  and  that  the  final  prpof  in  the  same 
be  made  before  the  local  officers  or  the  judge  or  clerk  of  court  of  the 
county  in  which  the  land  is  located,  or  commissioner  of  the  United  States 
circuit  court  having  jurisdiction  over  the  county  in  which  the  land  is 
located.' 

You  request  that  modification  be  made  to  the  effect  that  the  pre- 
liminary affidavits  may  be  made  upon  information  and  belief  before 
some  office  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  and  that  the  final  proof 
may  be  made  before  any  commissioner  of  a  United  States  circuit  court. 

The  efifect  of  this  modification  would  be  to  allow  parties  residing  in  any 
portion  of  the  country  to  make  entry  and  perfect  title  to  desert  lands  by 
means  of  agents  or  attorneys  without  any  personal  knowledge  of  the 
tracts  claimed  by  them,  as  all  the  expenditure  of  labor  and  money  nec- 
essary to  perfect  title  could  be  furnished  by  said  agents  and  attorneys 
who  might  thus  easily  obtain  control  of  vast  tracts  of  land  contrary  to 
the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  act. 

The  present  rules  and  regulations  governing  entries  of  this  class  have 
been  perfected  after  mature  deliberation  and  are  believed  to  be  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  the  desert  land  act,  as  well 
as  in  accordance  with  a  sound  and  just  policy  relating  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  governing  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands,  and  I  see 
no  good  or  sufficient  reason  why  the  same  should  be  changed. 

The  request  contained  in  your  letter  must,  therefore,  be  denied. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST-BREAKING. 

Walker  v.  Bosson. 

The  statutory  reqniretneat  as  to  breaking  can  not  be  waived  even  though  the  land 
covered  by  the  entry  will  raise  crops  without  previous  breaking. 

# 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  26, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  James  W.  Walker  v.  Nellie  E.  Bossou, 
on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  decision  of  June  4, 1889,  holding  for 
cancellation  her  timber  culture  entry  for  the  SB.  J  Sec.  35,  T.  3  N.,  B.  2 
E.,  Tuscon,  Arizona  land  district. 

On  March  27, 1885,  she  made  timber  culture  entry  for  this  land  and 
on  August  9, 1886,  Walker  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same, 
alleging  that  no  portion  of  said  tract  had  been  plowed  or  broken  since 
the  date  of  entry. 
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Notice  of  contest  haviag  been  served,  the  parties  met  at  the  local  office 
and  upon  hearing  the  testimony,  the  local  officers  held  that  the  contest- 
ant had  failed  to  maintain  the  charge  and  recommended  the  dismissal 
of  the  contest.  From  this  action  the  contestant  appealed,  and  your 
office,  on  Jane  4,  1889,  reversed  said  decision  and  held  the  entry  for 
cancellation. 

From  this  decision  the  claimant  appealed. 

The  testimony  is  brief,  and  shows  that  the  charge  is  true,  but  it  is 
sought  to  avoid  it  by  showing  that  the  gronnil  is  sandy  and  loose,  and 
that  it  did  not  need  plowing  or  stirring  with  a  plow,  and  upon  this  point 
it  is  attempted  to  show  that  farmers  in  that  vicinity  frequently  plant 
crops,  after  clearing  the  ground  of  brush,  without  plowing,  but  the  pre- 
ponderance of  the  testimony  shows  that  this  is  not  done  by  the  farmers 
who  succeed  best,  but  is  done  in  cases  of  emergency  and  by  careless, 
indifferent,  farmers.  The  testimony  shows  the  land  to  be  a  sandy  loam, 
arid,  except  when  irrigated,  but  no  water  has  as  yet  been  provided  to 
irrigate  the  tract. 

I  have  examined  the  cases  cited  by  counsel,  in  which  it  is  claimed 
that  the  entryman  has  been  excused  from  breaking  the  required  uumL- 
ber  of  acres,  in  certain  cases,  and  while  it  is  well  settled  that  an  entry- 
man  may  utilize  the  breaking  done  by  a  former  occupant,  as  in  McKen- 
zie  V.  Killgore  (10  L.  D.,  322),  I  am  unable  to  find  any  decision  which 
authorizes  this  department  to  say  that  the  statutory  requirements  as  to 
breaking,  may  be  waived,  because  the  sand  and  loam  on  the  surface  is 
loose  and  light. 

1  find  no  substantial  error  in  your  judgment.  It  is  therefore  affirmed 
and  the  entry  will  be  canceled. 


RIGHT  OF  WAY— ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1875. 

Rio  Grande  Southern  R.  R.  Co. 

Maps  submitted  for  approval  under  the  right  of  way  act,  mast  have  the  termini  of 
the  sections  of  road  that  they  represent  accurately  described  and  fixed,  so  that 
uncertainty  and  confusion  may  be  avoided. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  tJis  General  Land  Office^  January 

26,  1891. 

I  retnrn  herewith,  without  approval,  the  map  of  a  section  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Southern  R.  R.  filed  under  the  right  of  way  act  of  March  3, 
1875  (18  Stat.,  482),  and  transmitted  to  the  Department  with  your  letter 
of  the  22nd.  instant  recommending  that  it  be  approved. 

The  affidavit  and  certificate  attached  to  the  map  state  that  the  sec- 
tion of  road  is  twenty  miles  in  length,  extending  from  Sec.  6,  Tp.  44 
N.  R.  10  W.,  to  Sec.  18,  Tp.  42  N.  R.  9  W.,  but  do  not  fix  the  points  in 
such  sectiona  where  it  begins  and  ends.    These  vague  and  unsatis- 
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factory  descrifttions  are  capable  of  incladiug  a  section  of  indefinite 
length,  hence  my  action  as  above  noted. 

Maps  submitted  for  approval  under  the  right  of  way  act  must  have 
the  termini  of  the  sections  of  road  that  they  represent  accurately 
described  and  fixed  so  that  uncertainty  and  confusion  may  be  avoided. 


PRACTICE— APPEAL— NOTICE—RULE  70. 

Feeguson  v.  Copbland  et  al. 

Rale  70  of  practice,  as  amended,  is  not  applicable  to  an  appeal  from  a  decision  hold- 
ing an  entry  for  cancellation. 

An  appeal  will  not  be  entertained  in  the  absence  of  notice  to  adverse  parties  in  the 
case. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  21  j  1891. 

On  October  9, 1888,  your  office  rendered  a  decision  in  the  case  of 
James  B.  Ferguson  v.  Icem  P.  Copeland,  Cicero  A.  Owen  and  Loren  J. 
Ives,  holding  for  cancellation  Ives'  timber  culture  entry  for  lots  3  and 
4,  and  S.  J,  NW.  i  Sec.  2,  T.  32  S.,  R.  37  W.,  Garden  City  land  district, 
Kansas,  dismissing  Owen's  application  for  the  tract  and  awarding  to 
Ferguson  the  preference  right  of  entrj^,  as  a  successful  contestant. 

About  December  1,  1888,  Ives  made  application  to  you  for  a  recon- 
sideration of  your  adverse  decision,  and  that  his  entry  be  not  canceled 
and  that  a  further  hearing  be  ordered  in  the  premises. 

August,  14,  1889,  you  rejected  said  application  and  adhered  to  your 
former  decision,  whereupon  Ives  appealed  to  this  Department,  and 
accompanying  his  appeal  his  attorneys  filed  the  following  statement, 
viz., 

Sir :  In  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  Loren  J.  Ives  a  copy  of  said  appeal  was  not 
served  npon  appellee  for  the  reason  that  Rules  43  to  48,  and  Rule  93  of  the  Rules  of 
Practice  are  not  applicable  to  an  application  to  enter  public  land.  This  view  by  us 
as  attorneys  for  Ives  follows  the  ruling  laid  down  ...  in  the  case  of  Hugh  L. 
Mnllen  v.  Heirs  of  Harry  E.  Ayls worth,  decided  May  2, 1889.  (178  Press  copy  Book, 
L.  and  R.,  page  144.) 

Upon  examination  of  this  case  I  find  that  it  is  not  similar  to  the  case 
cited  for  the  reason  that  Ives  had  already  made  entry  for  the  tract  in 
dispute,  and  your  office  having  held  his  entry  for  cancellation.  Rule  70 
of  the  Kules  of  Practice  as  amended,  does  not  apply.  Therefore,  and 
as  it  clearly  appears  that  there  are  adverse  parties  in  the  case  at  bar,  en- 
titled to  notice,  under  Rules  86  itnd  93,  of  the  Rules  of  Practice,  which 
appellant  has  not  complied  with,  his  appeal  can  not  be  considered  and 
the  same  is  accordingly  dismissed. 
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HOMESTEAD  ENTRY— REL.INQTJISHMEXT— DESERTED  WIFE. 

Tyler  v.  Emde. 

The  ri^bt  of  a  deserted  wife  to  make  homestead  entry  of  land  on  which  she  is  resid- 
ing at  date  of  desertion  will  be  recognized,  as  against  the  adverse  claim  of  another 
based  upon  a  relinquishment,  executed  by  the  husband  in  parsnance  of  a  con- 
spiracy to  defraud  the  wife  of  her  rights  in  the  premises. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral 

Land  Office^  January  28,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Malvina  McDaniel  Tyler  v.  Fred  H. 
Emde,  ou  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  office  decision  of  April  19, 
1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  pre-emption  filing  for  NE.  ^,  Sec.  33, 
T.  23  S.,  B.  13  W.,  Lamed,  Kansas. 

It  appears  that  on  March  11, 1885,  Moses  M.  Tyler  made  homestead 
entry  for  said  tract  and  that  on  December  19, 1885,  his  relinquishment 
of  the  same  was  filed  and  his  entry  canceled.  On  the  same  day,  upon 
the  cancellation  of  the  entry  Emde  filed  declaratory  statement  for  the 
tract,  alleging  settlement  the  same  day.  On  March  20, 1886,  said  Mal- 
vina Tyler  made  homestead  entry  for  the  tract,  indorsing  her  applica- 
tion "To  date  from  settlement  December  19, 1885,  act  of  May  14, 1880.'^ 

Both  Emde  and  Malvina  Tyler  gave  notice  of  proof,  to  be  offered  on 
August  24, 1886,  and  each  protested  against  the  proof  of  the  other. 
The  latter  alleged  that  she  was  the  wife  of  said  Moses  Tyler  and  had 
lived  with  him  upon  said  tract  from  May  20, 1884,  that  Tyler  had  fraud- 
ulently executed  said  relinquishment,  that  he  had  deserted  her,  that 
she  still  continued  to  live  on  the  land,  and  was  entitled  to  enter  the 
tract  as  a  deserted  wife.  Emde  claimed  priority  of  right  to  the  land 
by  reason  of  settlement  and  residence. 

A  hearing  was  had  before  the  local  officers  to  determine  the  rights  of 
said  parties. 

The  local  officers  concurred  in  finding  that  Mrs.  Tyler  with  her  said 
husband  and  family  had  taken  up  her  residence  on  said  tract  on  May 
20,  1884,  and  that  she  and  her  two  children  had  continued  to  live  there 
up  to  the  date  of  hearing,  that  "about  June,  1885,  domestic  trouble 
arose  between  Mrs.  Tyler  and  her  husband,  and  he  threatened  to  sell 
the  place  and  leave  her,  and  tried  to  get  her  to  leave;"  that  on  Decem- 
ber 18, 1885,  Tyler  sold  the  relinquishment  and  improvements  to  Emde 
for  $3,900;  that  Tyler  "  on  two  former  occasions  tried  to  sell  the  land," 
but  Mrs.  Tyler  prevented  the  consummation  of  these  attempted  sales  by 
informing  them  that  she  intended  to  stay  on  the  land."* 

They  further  found  as  follows: 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Moses  Tyler,  Emde  and  one  Eiseuber^— defendant's  uncle — 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  deprive  the  aged  Mrs.  Tyler  and  her  helpless  children 
of  this  home  which  she  had  done  much  to  improve  and  make  comfortable.  Their 
plan  was  evidently  to  keep  Mrs.  Tyler  in  total  ignorance  of  the  transaction  until 
opportunity  had  lapsed  for  her  to  file  as  the  deserted  wife  of  Tyler.    Moses  Tyler  in- 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  95 

tended  to  desert  her  when  he  Bold  the  land  to  Emde,  and  for  the  purpose  of  adjudi- 
cating the  rights  of  these  parties  he  may  and  ought  to  be  considered  to  have  aban- 
doned her  at  the  time  this  transaction  between  the  parties  to  the  sale  was  consummated. 
They  persuaded  her  that  Emde  had  bought  only  three  acres  off  the  corner  of  the  land, 
and  that  the  money  this  brought  was  to  be  used  to  make  proof  and  perfect  the  entry. 

They  recommended  that  Emde's  filing  be  canceled  and  that  Mrs. 
Tyler's  proof  be  accepted. 
On  appeal,  your  office  in  said  letter  of  April  19, 1889,  found  as  follows : 

In  this  case  I  am  satisfied  from  the  evidence  that  the  en  try  man  Tyler,  intending  to 
desert  his  wife  and  the  land,  sought  to  defeat  his  wife's  right  under  the  law  .  T  . 
for  his  own  gain,  by  executing  a  formal  relinquishment  of  the  land  and  filing  it  in 
the  district  land  office,  having  a  collu  sive  understanding  with  Emde  the  claimant  in 
the  case,  by  which  the  latter  was  simultaneously  to  apply  for  and  initiate  a  claim  to 
the  land,  the  purpose  being  secretly  pursued,  and  the  transaction  assuming  the  char- 
acter of  an  attempted  sale  through  the  form  of  relinquishment  on  one  side  and  filing 
on  the  other,  by  which  the  wife  and  the  land  were  to  be  deserted,  and  the  wife  at  the 
same  time  defeated  of  her  right  to  acquire  title  to  the  homestead,  on  which  she  was 

liviog It  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  Tyler's  relinquishment  of  his  entry  and 

bis  abandonment  of  his  family  were  both  do  ne  in  pursuance  of  one  design ;  that  his 
acts  of  pretended  marital  duty  after  his  relinquishment  were  mere  fraudulent  pre- 
tenses, the  more  effectually  to  accomplish  his  designs  against  the  rights  of  his  wife 
and  family.  It  is  equally  clear  that  Emde  aided  in  this  design,  and  attempted  to 
avail  himself  thereof,  in  order  by  what  they  called  a  purchase,  to  get  possession  of 
the  family  homestead. 

After  a  carefal  review  of  the  testimony  I  fail  to  find  any  good  ground 
for  disturbing  the  conclusion  of  your  office  and  the  local  officers  that 
Tyler  and  Emde  conspired  to  prevent  Mrs.  Tyler  from  exercising  her 
rights  as  a  deserted  wife,  and  that  Tyler's  remaining  with  his  wife  for 
a  period  after  the  relinquishment  was  a  part  of  the  conspiracy  intended 
to  cover  their  real  designs. 

In  the  first  place  I  would  be  slow  to  disturb  the  finding  of  facts  of 
the  local  officers,  who  had  the  witnesses  before  them  in  a  case  like  this, 
where  so  much  must  depend  on  the  surrounding  circumstances,  and  the 
character  and  conduct  of  the  witnesses  at  the  trial.  It  is  a  familiar 
doctrine  in  the  Department  that  the  local  officers,  before  whom  the  wit- 
nesses personally  appear,  have  the  advantage  over  all  appellate  tribunals 
from  their  opportunity  to  observe  the  appearance  and  bearing  of  the 
witnesses,  their  manner  in  giving  their  testimony,  etc.,  and  for  these 
reasons  the  Department  looks  with  great  respect  on  the  conclusions  of 
the  local  office  as  to  matters  of  fact.  Morfey  v.  Barrows  (4  L.  D.,  135) ; 
Austin  V.  Thomas  (6  L.  D.,  330). 

Again,  concurring  decisions  of  your  office  and  the  local  office  as  to 
the  facts  are  generally  accepted  as  conclusive  by  the  Department  where 
the  evidence  is  conflicting.  Chichester  v.  Allen  (9  L.  D.,  302)  ]  Collier 
V.  Wyland  (10  L.  D.,  96). 

It  is  quite  clear  from  the  evidence  that  Tyler  and  Emde  endeavored 
to  conceal  from  Mrs.  Tyler  the  real  nature  of  the  transaction.  On  the 
day  of  the  relinquishment  Emde,  appeared  on  the  tract  engaged  in 
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digging  a  cellar.  In  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  Mrs.  Tyler  he  told  her  he 
had  bought  three  acres  from  Moses  for  $100  each,  in  order  to  enable  the 
latter  to  make  final  proof;  that  he  was  going  to  build  a  house  on  the 
tract,  and  that  if  Moses  could  not  prove  up  he  would  move  the  house 
off  the  land.  Tyler  told  this  same  story  to  his  wife  and  to  Milton  Ty- 
ler. It  is  impossible  to  account  for  this  deception  except  as  the  local 
officers  did.  Emde's  admission  that  he  gave  Tyler  permission  to  live 
in  the  house  until  about  March  IS,  1886,  is  also  in  line  with  this  conclu- 
sion. As  three  months  would  have  elapsed  by  that  time  from  the  date 
of  the  relinquishment,  Mrs.  Tyler  would  then  presumably  have  been 
barred  from  making  entry  under  the  act  of  May  14,  1880.  Emde  also 
admits  that  Tyler  told  him  not  to  let  Mrs.  Tyler  know  of  the  transac- 
tion for  the  present.  Tyler  forbade  his  wife  to  speak  to  Emde  on  the 
subject.  Emde  was  a  stranger  in  the  vicinity  and  not  acquainted  there 
but  lived  in  a  distant  county.  He  says  his  uncle  J.  G.  Eisenberg  ^'  put 
him  on  the  track  of  the  trade.''  Eisenberg  was  engaged  in  business  in 
the  vicinity  with  one  Gashion.  Emde  says  that  on  the  day  of  the  re- 
linquishment Tyler  was  paid  $1,015,  being  $15  in  cash  and  $1,000  by 
check.  He  is  not  certain  whether  he  or  Gashion  made  the  payment. 
He  says,  ''  I  believe  I  paid  him."  He  says  the  remainder  was  paid 
afterwards  by  Eisenberg.  He  thinks  it  was  on  March  15,  following, 
though  he  wa«  not  present.  He  recollects  the  date  by  the  fact  that  on 
that  day  he  gave  Eisenberg  a  note  for  the  amount.  The  transaction  of 
March  15,  Eisenberg  says,  consisted  in  his  discounting  a  note  of  $L,000 
for  Tyler.  The  note  was  signed  by  Emde,  Eisenberg  and  Gashion,  on 
December  18, 1885,  payable  twelve  months  after  date.  It  was  endorsed : 
"  Pay  to  J.  C.  Eisenberg  Moses  M.  Tyler."  Eisenberg  denies  that 
Emde  borrowed  money  from  him  on  March  15,  or  gave  his  note  for  the 
same.  He  says  distinctly  that  Emde's  statements  to  the  contrary  are 
untrue.  This  conflict  is  not  explained,  and  one  or  the  other  of  these 
witnesses  is  to  that  extent  discredited.  He  says  that  Emde  borrowed  no 
money  from  him  and  gave  him  no  security  for  signing  the  note.  Emde's 
personal  property  (he  had  no  realty)  consisting  of  farming  implements, 
etc.,  is  estimated  by  Eisenberg  to  be  worth  not  less  than  $L,000.  It 
does  not  appear  that  Gashion  was  secured.  The  only  other  note  was 
one  for  about  $800,  signed  by  the  same  parties.  This  note  has  not  been 
paid. 

I  have  concluded  that  the  relations  of  these  parties,  their  admissions, 
the  conflict  in  the  testimony,  the  failure  of  Emde  to  remember  items  of 
great  importance  in  the  case  and  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  are 
such  as  to  warrant  the  conclusion  of  the  local  officers,  that  Emde,  Ty- 
ler and  Eisenberg  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  defeat  the  rights  of  Mrs. 
Tyler  as  a  deserted  wife,  that  Emde  and  Eisenberg  were  aware  of  all 
the  facts  and  that  Tyler's  remaining  at  home  for  a  short  period,  was  part 
of  the  conspiracy,  and  a  mere  subterfuge  to  conceal  his  real  intention. 
Adding  to  this  the  fact  that  your  office  reached  the  same  conclusion, 
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I  am  anable  to  see  any  warrant  for  distarbing  the  findings  of  fact  in 
the  decision  appealed  from. 

I,  therefore,  find  that  Mrs.  Tyler  was  a  deserted  wife  on  December  19, 
1885,  when  the  relinquishment  was  filed  in  pursuance  of  the  agreement. 
From  that  time  I  hold  that  she  was  a  settler.  Under  the  act  of  May  14, 
1880,  she  was  entitled  to  the  time  allowed  to  pre* emptors  to  put  her 
claim  of  record.  Preemptors  on  unoffered  land  may  file  at  any  time 
"  within  three  months  from  the  time  of  settlement.''  Excluding  the 
first  day,  December  19,  Mrs.  Tyler  had  all  day  of  March  20,  1886,  to 
place  her  claim  of  record,  and  this  without  reference  to  the  conspiracy. 
She  made  entry  on  the  latter  date. 

As  she  was  a  settler  at  the  instant  of  the  cancellation  of  Tyler's 
entry,  and  the  prior  settler,  her  rights  are  fully  protected  by  the  law. 

Admitting  that  Emde  made  settlement  on  December  19,  which  is 
questionexl,  and  has  since  continued  ^x)  reside  on  the  tract,  still  it  appears 
that  at  the  filing  of  the  relinquishment  he  was  in  Larned  and  his  settle- 
ment therefore  was  subsequent  to  that  of  Mrs.  Tyler. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


ISOLATED  TRACT-ISLAND-RIPARIAN  OWNERSHIP. 

Riverside  Island. 

The  disposition  of  an  isolated  tract,  sarveyed  as  an  island,  is  not  precluded  by  the 
fact  that  such  land  is  not  at  all  times  surrounded  by  water,  if  in  fact  there  is 
no  basis  for  a  claim  thereto  under  riparian  ownership. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

January  29, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of  the  21st  instant,  submitting 
for  my  consideration  certain  facts  developed  by  the  surveys  of  three 
islands  in  Lake  Pistakee,  T.  45  INT.,  E.  9  E.,  Illinois. 

You  state  that  these  surveys  were  made  in  accordance  with  the  let- 
ters of  the  Department,  authorizing  the  surveys  of  Eiverside,  Watts^ 
and  ^Nett's  islands,  in  Lake  Pistakee. 

The  application  for  the  survey  of  Eiverside  Island  showed  that  the 
width  of  the  channel  on  either  side  of  the  island  and  the  main  shore  is 
fifty  feet,  and  the  depth  at  ordinary  stages  of  the  water  is  about  eight 
feet. 

The  application  for  the  survey  of  Watt's  Island  showed  that  the 
width  of  the  channel  between  the  island  and  the  main  shore  is  from  one 
hundred  to  three  hundred  feet,  and  the  depth  at  ordinary  stages  of 
water  is  about  from  six  to  twelve  feet. 

The  application  for  the  survey  of  Nett's  island  showed  that  the  width 
of  the  channel  on  either  side  between  the  island  and  the  main  shore  is 
from  three  to  four  rods,  and  the  depth  at  ordinary  stages  of  water  from 
two  to  six  feet. 
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The  present  survey  shows  that  these  several  tracts  are  not  entirely 
surrounded  by  water  at  all  times,  but  that  they  are  environed  by  swamp 
and  overflowed  land  when  the  water  on  the  lake  is  at  the  ordinary  or 
low  stage,  and  that  the  strip  of  swamp  land  lying  between  the  island 
and  the  main  shore  is  only  subject  to  inundation  in  times  of  high  water. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  you  state  that  it  does  not  appear  that  those 
tracts  are  islands,  as  they  are  not  surrounded  by  water  at  all  times,  and 
you  submit  the  matter  for  further  instructions  in  the  premises. 

From  the  facts  set  forth  in  your  letter,  I  see  no  reason  why  these  isl- 
ands should  not  be  ofifered  at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  as 
directed  in  the  letters  of  the  Department  authorizing  said  surveys, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  surveys  have  now  been  made. 

The  question  as  to  whether  they  are  islands  is  not  material.  If  they 
do  not  belong  to  the  proprietors  of  the  main  shores,  by  virtue  of  their 
riparian  rights,  they  are  unsurveyed  public  lauds  of  the  United  States. 

From  the  plat  of  the  original  survey  and  from  the  report  of  the  sur- 
veyor and  the  plat  of  the  present  survey,  it  would  seem  that  these  isl- 
ands were  first  formed  in  the  lake,  and  the  swamp  land  between  them 
and  the  main  shore  was  afterwards  formed. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  facts  stated  in  your  letter  that  the  islands 
were  formed  by  accretion  to  the  main  shore,  and  I  can,  therefore,  see  no 
ground  upon  which  they  might  be  claimed  under  riparian  proprietor- 
ship. 


PRACTICE— APPEAL— SPECIFICATION  OF  ERROR. 

McLaughlin  v.  Kicuards. 

An  appeal  will  not  be  entertained  by  the  Department  in  the  absence  of  specifications 
of  error  as  required  by  the  rules  of  practice. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Offlce^  January^  29, 1891. 

On  February  15, 1887,  William  G.  Eichards  made  homestead  entry 
for  lots  1  and  2  of  NEJ,  lot  3  of  N  WJ,  and  SE^  NE^  Sec.  2,  T.  16  K, 
B.  8  E.,  Sacramento,  California. 

November  26, 1887,  Thomas  McLaughlin  initiated  a  contest  against 
the  same,  alleging  abandonmentand  failure  to  establish  residence  upon 
the  land.  A  trial  was  had  at  which  both  parties  appeared  and  sub- 
mitted testimony. 

After  considering  the  case,  the  local  office,  on  August  16, 1888,  recom- 
mended  that  McLaughlin's  contest  be  dismissed. 

On  June  29,  1889,  your  office  affirmed  the  finding  of  the  register  and 
receiver,  and  dismissed  said  contest.  From  your  office  decision  Mc- 
Laughlin has  appealed  to  this  Department.  His  appeal  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  99 

Department  op  the  Interior, 

Qenbral  Land  Office  at 

Waahingion^  D.  C,    Contest  No.  557. 

Thomas  McLaughlin,  contestant  and  appellant,  vs.  William  G.  Kichards,  H.  A.,  and 

respondent. 
To  William  G.  Richards,  respondent,  and  to  £d.  F.  Taylor,  his  attorney,  you  will 
please  take  notice  that  Thomas  McLaughlin,  said  appellant,  does  hereby  appeal  from 
the  decision  made  and  rendered  by  the  Hon.  Williaui  Stone,  Acting  Commissioner,  on 
the  29th  day  of  June,  1889,  in  said  case;  and  from  the  whole  thereof;  on  all  ques- 
tions both  of  law  and  fact. 
Dated  this  12th  day  of  September,  1889. 

J.  I.  Caldwell, 
Attorney  for  appellant. 
To  said  William  G.  Richards  and  Ed.  F.  Taylor,  attorney  for  respondent. 

(Endorsement) :  Service  of  the  within  notice  of  appeal  by  copy  thereof  accepted 
this  12th  day  of  September,  1889. 
W.  G.  Richards,  H.  A.,  and  Ed.  F.  Taylor,  his  attorney. 

Bichards  has  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  McLaaghlin's  appeal  because 
there  has  never  been  filed  any  speci^cation  of  error,  as  required  by 
Bules  of  Practice  Nos.  88  and  90,  which  read  as  follows : 

Rule  88. — Within  the  time  allowed  for  giving  notice  of  appeal  the  appellant  shall 
also  file  in  the  General  Laad  OiBce  a  specification  of  errors,  which  specification  shall 
clearly  and  concisely  designate  the  errors  of  which  he  complains. 

Rnle  90. —  i  failure  to  file  a  specification  of  errors  within  the  time  required  will  be 
treated  as  a  waiver  of  the  right  of  appeal,  and  the  case  will  be  considered  closed. 

These  rules  were  a^lopted  to  subserve  the  public  interests,  and  to  aid 
the  Department  in  the  transaction  of  business,  and  so  long  as  they 
exist  they  have  in  effect  the  force  of  a  statute.  (Parker  v.  Castle,  4  L. 
D.,  84.) 

In  the  case  of  Stevens  v.  Bobinsou  (5  L.  D.,  Ill),  rules  88  and  90  are 
held  to  be  mandatory,  and  not  merely  directory.  See  also  Pederson  v. 
Johannessen  (4  L.  D.,  343) ;  Stevens  v.  Bobiuson  (id.,  551) ;  Schweitzer 
V.  Wolfe  (5  L.  D.,  158),  and  Rudolph  Wurlitzer  (6  L.  D.,  315). 

The  appeal  in  the  case  at  bar  entirely  fails  to  designate  clearly  and 
concisely  the  errors  complained  of,  but  leaves  the  opposing  party,  your 
office,  and  this  Department,  wholly  in  the  dark  as  to  the  particular  re- 
spect in  which  McLaughlin  deems  your  office  decision  to  be  wrong. 

The  party  complaining  ought  to  be  able,  and  by  these  rules  is  re- 
quired, to  point  out  the  particular  errors  complained  of,  and  not  leave 
this  Department  to  fish  out  of  a  voluminous  record  supposed  errors. 

This  appeal  is  defective  in  that  it  does  not  set  forth  any  specification 
of  error  as  required  by  rule  of  Practice  No.  88.  For  that  reason  said 
appeal  is  dismissed. 
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REIilNQUISHMENT-ACT  OF  JUNE  8,  18T8. 

Parks  v.  Hendsch. 

The  rale  that  one  who  has  parted  with  his  interest  in  a  claim  will  not  he  permitted 
to  relinquish  the  same  is  for  the  protection  of  the  transferee,  and  should  not  pre- 
veat  action  on  a  relinquishment,  where  it  is  asked  by  the  transfereci  who  also 
alleges  non-compliance  with  law  as  against  the  existing  entry. 

Laud  chiefly  valuable  for  a  deposit  of  slate  found  thereon  and  unfit  for  agriculture 
may  be  entered  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1878. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oei^ral 

Land  Office^  January  29,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Robert  B.  Parks  v.  Emil  H.  Hendsch 
on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  September  23,  1889,  re- 
jecting his  application  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  3, 1878  (20 
Stat.,  89),  lots  3  and  4  and  the  N.  i  of  the  SW.  \  of  the  NW.  J  and  the 
NW.  J  of  the  8E.  J  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  5,  T.  1  K,  R.  12  E.,  Stockton, 
Oalifornia  land  district. 

On  August  12, 1875,  Hendsch  filed  mineral  application  for  said  land 
designating  the  same  as  the  Pacific  Slate  Quarry  Mining  Claim. 

On  July  10,  1889,  Parks  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest  against  said  claim 
alleging  that  Hendsch  had  wholly  abandoned  the  same  and  had  done 
no  work  there  for  five  years ;  that  said  tract  is  not  worked  by  said 
party  as  required  by  law,  and  that  said  land  ^^  containing  no  minerals 
but  being  a  slate  quarry  was  illegally  filed  upon  under  the  mineral 
laws.'^ 

On  the  day  set  for  the  hearing  both  parties  appeared  and  the  con- 
testant submitted  the  testimony  of  himself  and  two  witnesses  showing 
that  Hendsch  had  sold  his  claim  some  six  years  previously  and  had 
done  no  work  there  afterwards,  and  that  Parks  (the  contestant)  had 
purchased  the  claim  from  Hogan  (Hendsch's  grantee)  about  the  first  of 
July,  1889,  and  that  there  is  no  indication  on  the  laud  of  gold,  silver, 
lead,  cinnabar,  copper  or  coal ;  that  it  is  wholly  unfit  for  agricultural 
purposes,  and  is  valuable  only  for  the  deposit  of  slate  found  there.  On 
the  same  day  Hendsch  executed  before  the  receiver  a  relinquishment  of 
his  claim  and  Parks  thereupon  presented  his  application  to  purchase 
the  land  under  the  timber  and  stone  law.  The  papers  were  then  trans- 
mitted to  your  office  for  appropriate  action. 

Your  office  held  that  the  lands  are  subject  to  entry  under  the  mining 
laws  and  not  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1878,  refused  to  act  upon 
Hendsch's  relinquishment  because  made  after  he  had  sold  all  his  inter- 
est in  the  claim  and  said : 

If  the  present  owner  can  not  complete  said  mineral  application  and  desires  it  can- 
celed, he  should  file  his  relinquishment,  with  proper  evidence  of  ownership  and  the 
application  will  he  canceled. 
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Parks  appealed  from  that  decision  alleging  error  in  holding  that  said 
land  was  subject  to  entry  as  mineral  land,  in  not  accepting  the  relin- 
qoishment  of  Hendsch  and  in  not  allowing  the  application  nnder  the 
timber  and  stone  law. 

In  my  opinion  this  mineral  claim  should,  npon  the  facts  disclosed,  be 
canceled.  The  rule  that  one  who  has  parted  with  his  interest  in  a 
claim  will  not  be  allowed  to  relinquish  the  same  is  for  the  protection  of 
the  transferee.  In  this  case,  however,  the  transferee  and  present  owner 
of  the  claim  is  asking  and  insisting  that  the  relinquishment  shall  be 
acted  npon.  Furthermore,  the  party  who  holds  Heudsch's  claim  has 
alleged  that  the  law  has  not  been  complied  with  in  the  matter  of  that 
claim.  Under  these  circumstances  said  claim  ought  to  be,  and  is  hereby 
directed  to  be,  canceled. 

This  leaves  for  consideration  Park's  application  for  said  laud  nnder 
the  act  of  June  3,  1878.  In  the  decision  of  the  case  of  Maxwell  v. 
Brierly  (10  C.  L.  O.,  60),  cited  in  the  decision  appealed  from,  Secretary 
Teller  referred  to  the  case  of  W.  H.  Hooper  (1  L.  D.,  560),  and  said : 

Yoar  decision  was  also  prior  to  that  of  my  predecessor,  who  held,  October  8,  1881, 
in  the  case  of  Hooper,  in  accordance  with  your  circular  instructions  of  July  15, 1873, 
that  whatever  is  recognized  as  a  mineral  by  the  standard  authorities,  and  is  found  in 
each  quantity  and  quality  as  to  render  the  land  more  valuable  on  this  account  than 
for  agriculture,  was  '*  valuable  mineral  deposit "  within  the  purview  of  the  act  of 
May  10  1872,  and  hence  that  gypsum  and  limestone  so  found,  subjected  the  tract  to 
the  operation  of  the  mining  laws,  as  has  been  held  under  other  rulings,  with  respect 
to  asphaltum,  borax,  auriferous  cement,  fire-clay,  kaolin,  mica,  marble,  petroleum, 
slate  and  other  substances  under  like  conditions, 

expressed  his  concurrence  in  these  views  and  held  the  land  there  in 
question,  on  account  of  its  being  '^  more  valuable  for  its  limestone  than 
for  agricultural  purposes,''  subject  to  entry  under  the  mineral  laws.  I 
do  not  find  auy  case  in  which  this  Department  has  been  called  upon  to 
determine  whether  a  tract  of  land  made  valuable  by  a  deposit  of  slate 
may  be  disposed  of  under  the  mineral  law.  Your  office  did,  however, 
on  October  23, 1874,  so  rule.  (0.  M.  L.,  161 ;  S.  M.  D.  487).  This  ruling 
was  made,  however,  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act  of  June  3,  1878. 
That  act  provided  for  the  sale  of  lands  within  the  States  of  California, 
Oregon,  Nevada,  and  in  Washington  Territory  valuable  chiefly  for 
timber  or  stone,  but  unfit  for  cultivation,  but  that  nothing  therein 
Bhould  authorize  the  sale  of  '^  lands  containing  gold,  silver,  cinnabar, 
copper  or  coal." 

This  land  is  valuable  for  the  stone  found  there,  is  unfit  for  agricul- 
ture and  contains  none  of  the  deposits  mentioned  in  said  act  as  exclud- 
ing land  from  purchase  thereunder.  It  seems  to  be  of  the  very  char- 
acter contemplated  by  said  act  and  therefore  subject  to  entry  there- 
ander.  Parks'  application,  if  in  all  respects  regular  should  be  allowed. 
The  decision  appealed  Irom  is  reversed.  The  mineral  entry  for  this  laud 
having  been  relinquished  the  question  as  to  whether  it  might  have  been 
entered  nnder  the  mineral  laws  was  thereby  eliminated  from  the  case  and 
it  has  not  therefore  been  found  necessary  to  determine  that  question. 
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FINAL  PROOF—RESIDENCE— EQUITABLE  ACTION. 

Mary  J.  Main, 

In  the  absence  of  protest,  final  proof  may  be  acoepted,  and  the  entry  eqaitably  con- 
firmed, where  compliance  with  law  is  satisfactorily  shown,  and  the  proof  is 
regularly  taken  except,  that  on  account  of  sickness,  the  claimant's  testimony  is 
taken  at  her  residence  in  accordance  with  due  notice  given  by  the  officer  desig- 
nated to  take  said  proof. 

The  contlnaity  of  residence  is  not  broken  by  temporary  absences  made  necessary  by 
the  poverty  of  the  claimant. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  January  29, 1891, 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Marj  J.  Main  from  your  decision  of 
March  6, 1889,  saspending  ber  entry  and  allowing  her  to  make  new  final 
proof  within  the  lifetime  of  her  entry,  showing  compliance  with  law. 

She  made  homestead  entry  for  the  E.  i  S W.  J,  Sec.  18,  and  E.  i  NW. 
4,  Sec.  19,  T.  157  N.,  R.  66  W.,  Devils  Lake,  North  Dakota,  land  dis- 
trict, on  July  31, 1886,  and  on  November  21,  1888,  made  final  proof  be- 
fore the  probate  judge  of  Towner  county,  Dakota  Territory,  and  applied 
to  purchase  the  land. 

The  notice  published  fixed  the  20th  day  of  November  as  the  time, 
and  the  probate  judge's  office,  at  Gando,  Dakota  Territory,  as  the  place 
where  the  final  proof  would  be  taken,  but  on  account  of  the  sickness  of 
claimant,  ber  testimony  was  taken  at  the  bouse  of  B.  W.  Main,  ber 
brother-in-law,  on  the  21st,  as  stated. 

.Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  proof  was  not  taken  as  advertised,  tbe 
local  officers  transmitted  it  to  your  office,  pursuant  to  instructions,  and 
on  March  6,  1889,  the  same  was  considered  and  the  entry  suspended, 
as  above  stated,  from  which  the  entry  man  appealed. 

I  think  tbe  following  facts  may  be  fairly  deduced  from  the  record : 

1st,  That  she  is  a  citizen  of  tbe  United  States  ; 

2d,  That  her  husband  abandoned  ber  in  1885,  and  since  that  time 
has  contributed  nothing  to  ber  support  or  tbe  maintenance  of  her 
child ; 

3d,  That  she  maile  homestead  entry  for  this  land  July  31, 1886,  and 
on  tbe  15th  of  November,  following,  moved  a  bouse  thereon  and  lived 
therein  a  part  of  tbe  time  up  to  April  28,  1888,  when  she  established 
her  actual  residence  on  tbe  tract ; 

4tb,  That  she  has  resided  there  continuously  since  said  date,  except 
that  a  part  of  each  week  she  has  been  obliged  to  work  out  for  ber  sup- 
port and  that  of  her  child,  and  to  improve  tbe  claim ; 

6th,  That  she  has  tbe  following  improvements  upon  the  land :  A 
frame  bouse,  ten  by  twelve  feet,  worth  $50 ;  forty  acres  of  breaking, 
valued  at  $200 ;  and  had  sowed  two  acres  of  wheat  which  bad,  at  tbe 
date  of  proof,  been  killed  by  tbe  frost,  but  that  she  bad  prepared  tbe 
entire  forty  for  tbe  next  year's  crop ; 

6tb,  That  she  bad  one  cooking  stove  and  belongings,  one  bed  and 
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bedding,  a  table  and  some  chairs,  dishes,  etc.,  in  the  house,  necessary 
for  her  ase  ^ 

7th,  That  she  was  in  poor  health  at  and  prior  to  the  time  of  her 
entry ; 

8th,  That  she  has  attempted  to  acquire  title  to  this  tract  in  good  faith. 
While  it  is  true  that  these  improvements  in  the  main  were  put  upon 
this  tract  by  her  brother-in-law,  yet  it  is  also  true  that  she,  by  her 
manual  labor,  compensated  him  therefor,  and  that  he  has  no  interest  in 
this  land,  other  than  to  see  that  his  sister-in-law,  in  her  indigent  circum- 
stances, and  ill-health,  was  provided  with  a  home.  Fler  statements 
throughout,  bear  the  impress  of  truth,  and  as  there  is  no  motive  assigned 
why  she  is  seeking  to  defraud  the  government,  I  can  not  rid  my  mind 
of  the  belief  that  she  is  struggling  with  poverty  and  disease  to  secure 
this  land  as  a  home  for  herself  and  child. 

It  is  well  settled  that  *«The  continuity  of  residence  is  not  broken  by 
temporary  absences,  made  necessary  by  the  poverty  of  the  claimant.'' 
See  Lewis  F.  J.  Meyer,  10  L.  D.,  492 ;  also  Rosa  E.  Riggs,  ibid.,  526 ; 
George  F.  Lutz,  9  L.  D.,  266. 

Notice  was  duly  published  that  final  proof  would  be  taken  before  the 
judge  of  probate  of  Towner  county,  Dakota,  and  the  judge  certifies  that 
he  gave  due  notice  that  he  would  take  her  testimony  at  the  house  of 
R.  W.  Main,  on  the  21st.  No  protest  or  objection,  written  or  oral,  was 
made  on  the  day  advertised  at  his  office,  nor  at  any  time,  to  said  proof. 

In  my  judgment  the  proof,  under  all  the  circumstances,  ought  not  to 
be  rejected.  The  evidence  manifests  good  faith  in  the  entryman,  and, 
as  the  matter  is  between  the  government  and  her  alone,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  final  proof  should  be  accepted,  but  as  there  was  an 
irregularity  in  taking  it,  clearly  owing  to  the  sickness  of  the  entryman, 
the  entry,  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  proof,  will  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  equitable  adjudication  for  its  consideration  under  the  appro- 
priate rule. 

Your  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 


pre-emption  entry— qualification  of  pre-emptor. 

Engler  v.  Molee. 

One  who  is  the  owner  of  three  handred  and  twenty  acres  of  laud  is  not  qualified  to 
purchase  public  land  as  a  pre-emptor. 

An  allegation  that  a  portion  of  such  land  had  been  sold  prior  to  final  proof  must  fail, 
where  the  deed  therefor  had  not  been  delivered,  or  filed  for  record,  or  the  alleged 
transferee  put  in  possession  of  the  land,  and  where  there  is  no  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  any  consideration  passed  between  the  parties  for  the  tract  in  question. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  January  29, 1891. 

I  have  considered  tbe  appeal  of  Elias  Molee  from  your  decision  hold- 
ing for  cancellation  his  declaratory  statement  for  the  !NE.  J  of  Sec.  2y 
T.  121,  R.  58,  Watertowu,  South  Dakota. 
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The  record  shows  that  Molee  filed  declaratory  statement  for  said 
tract  Jane  10,  alleging  settlement  Jane  7, 1886,  and  offered  pre-emption 
proof  before  the  clerk  of  court  for  Day  county  on  January  19, 1887,  at 
which  time  Jacob  Engler,  who  had  on  December  18, 1886,  made  timber 
culture  entry  for  the  tract  in  question,  filed  his  protest  against  said 
proof,  alleging  that  Molee  had  not  resided  upon  the  land  as  required  by 
law,  that  he  took  said  tract  for  speculative  purposes,  and  that  he  was 
disqualified  from  entering  the  same  as  he  was  the  owner  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land.  A  hearing  took  place  at  which  both 
parties  appeared  and  submitted  evidence.  The  local  ofiBicers  found  that 
Molee's  residence  on  the  land  had  been  a  pretense  and  that  he  held  said 
claim  for  speculative  purposes,  and  you  af&rmed  their  decision. 

i  think  said  finding,  at  least  as  to  the  want  of  residence  on  the  land, 
is  sustained  by  the  evidence. 

It  is  clear  that  most  of  his  time  was  spent  in  the  town  of  Bristol  where 
he  boarded  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Strandness.  In  answer  to  the 
question  **  What  portion  of  the  time  did  you  stay  with  Strandness  as 
compared  with  the  time  you  stayed  on  your  claim,"  he  said,  ''I  think  a 
little  over  two  thirds." 

During  all  the  time  of  his  alleged  settlement  he  was  the  owner  of  at 
least  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  no  reason  is  alleged  or 
shown  why  he  may  not  have  made  the  claim  his  home  in  fact,  as  well 
as  in  name. 

In  his  protest  Engler  stated  that  Molee  was  disqualified  a«  a  pre- 
emptor,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  was  the  owner  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  evidence  was  introduced  on  that  point, 
but  neither  the  local  office  nor  your  office  made  any  finding  thereon. 

Molee  testified  that  at  the  time  he  made  settlement,  and  at  the  time 
he  offered  proof,  be  was  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land.  The  evidence  shows  that  he  purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  from  Joseph  Wankey  on  May  12,  1886,  and  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  May  28,  1886,  and  a  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixt3'  acres  on  October  21, 1886. 

It  thus  appears  that  during  a  certain  period  at  least  of  his  alleged 
settlement  on  the  tract,  he  was  the  owner  of  more  than  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  under  the  provisions  of  the  pre-emption 
law  he  was  thus  disqualified  from  making  entry  for  said  tract,  hence 
when  he  applied  to  make  entry  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  show 
that  he  was  qualified.  At  the  hearing  Molee  testified  that  he  sold  the 
Wankey  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  Torgus  Strandness, 
the  man  with  whom  he  boarded  in  Bristol,  iu  September,  188),  but  that 
he  did  not  make  the  deed  until  November  18, 1886,  but  he  also  testified 
that  he  had  the  deed  in  his  possession,  and  there  is  no  intimation  in 
the  record  that  the  same  was  ever  delivered  to  Strandness,  neither  is 
there  any  satisfactory  evidence  that  Strandness  knew  that  such  a  deed 
was  in  existence.    When  asked  if  the  contract  made  between  them  in 
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September  was  iu  writing  Molee  replied  that  it  was  not,  when  asked 
"  did  he  pay  you  any  money,"  he  answered,  "  He  was  to  deduct  from 
the  board  and  provisions  he  furnished  me."  Prior  to  this  he  had  testi- 
fied that  Strandness  furnished  him  board  and  provisions  and  that  he 
helped  him  (Strandness)  around  the  store  and  house  when  there. 
Whether  or  not  this  was  the  compensation  agreed  upon  for  said  board 
does  not  appear,  but  there  certainly  is  no  satisfactory  evidence  that 
any  consideration  passed  between  them  for  the  tract  iu  question. 

Neither  is  there  any  evidence  that  Strandness  was  put  into  posses- 
sion of,  or  exercised  any  control  over,  the  tract  in  question.  In  a  word, 
there  is  no  evidence  whatever  to  show  that  Molee  ever  parted  with  the 
I>osse88ion  of  the  deed,  or  the  right  to  retain  it. 

The  deed  was  not  filed  for  record  with  the  register  of  deeds,  until 
January  22, 1887,  three  days  after  Molee  had  submitted  his  proof,  and 
as  he  testified,  two  days  after  he  bad  ascertained  that  a  protest  had 
been  filed  against  the  same. 

These  facts  can  not  fail  to  create  the  suspicion  that  the  deed  in  ques- 
tion was  not  made  in  good  faith,  but,  however  that  may  be,  it  must  be 
held  from  the  evidence  that  the  deed  to  Strandness  had  not  been  de- 
livered at  the  date  Molee  offered  his  final  proof  January  19, 1886,  and 
that  title  to  the  tract  had  not  passed,  hence  he  was  the  owner  of  four 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

On  this  fundamental  principle,  the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of 
Touuge  V.  Guilbeau  (3  Wallace,  636),  say  :— 

The  delivery  of  a  deed  is  essential  to  the  transfer  of  title.  It  is  that  final  act  with- 
out which  all  other  formalities  are  ineffectaal.  To  constitute  sach  delivery  the 
grantor  must  part  with  the  possession  of  the  deed,  or  the  ri<;ht  to  retain  it.  Its 
registry  by  him  is  entitled  to  great  consideration  upon  this  point,  and  might,  perhaps, 
justify,  in  the  absenceof  opposing  evidence,  a  presumption  of  delivery. 

Thus  Molee  had  not  only  failed  to  reside  on  the  laud,  but  he  was  not 
a  qualified  pre-emptor,  and  your  decision  holding  his  declaratory  state- 
ment for  cancellation,  must  be  affirmed. 

On  October  i,  1890,  you  transmitted  the  relinquishment,  by  Bugler 
the  protestant,  of  his  timber  culture  entry  for  the  land  in  question. 
This  fact,  however,  does  not  change  the  status  of  the  claim  of  Molee, 
as  the  same  was  illegal. 


PRACTICE— APPEAL— SIOUX  HALF  BREED  SCRIP. 

Walter  Bourke. 

The  withdrawal  of  an  appeal,  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  for  taking  tlie 
same,  and  filing  a  motion  for  review,  does  not  revive  the  right  of  ai)peal  if  the 
review  should  be  denied. 

Sionz  half  breed  scrip  issued  under  the  act  of  July  17,  1^54,  is  not  transferable,  and 
the  beneficiary  is  estopped  from  questioning  the  validity  of  a  location  made 
nnder  a  duplicate  issue  of  scrip,  as  such  location  could  only  be  made  for  his 
benefit. 
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Where  title  to  a  tract  of  land  has  been  acquired  by  the  benedciary  through  a  location 
of  duplicate  scrip,  he  cauuot  claim  the  rijfht  to  locate  the  original  scrip  upon 
another  tract,  while  the  patent  to  the  former  is  outstanding. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  January 

31, 1891. 

This  is  an  application  filed  by  William  Wallace,  attorney  in  fact  for 
Walter  Bourke,  praying  that  an  order  be  issued  directing  you  to  cer- 
tify to  the  Department  the  record  in  the  proceedings  in  the  matter  of 
the  application  of  Bourke  to  locale,  by  his  attorney  W.  R.  Wallace,  the 
original  Sioux  half  breed  scrip  No.  430  C,  issued  for  eighty  acres,  upon 
certain  unsurveyed  non-mineral  land,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  land 
office  at  Goeur  d'Alene,  Idaho. 

This  application  was  forwarded  by  the  register  to  your  office,  and, 
on  January  24,  1887,  in  passing  upon  said  application,  you  canceled 
the  location  and  retained  the  original  scrip  in  your  custody,  for  the  reason 
that  the  records  in  your  office  show  that  a  duplicate  of  said  scrip  had 
been  issued  in  lieu  of  the  original,  which  was  alleged  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed,  and  that  said  duplicate  had  been  located  March  9, 1880,  by 
Henry  T.  Wells,  the  attorney  in  fact  of  Walter  Bourke,  upon  the  S.  J 
of  the  SW.  \  of  Sec.  29,  T.  125  N.,  R.  62  W.,  Dakota,  and  that  patent 
issued  therefor  December  10,  1881.  On  March  13,  1889,  Wallace  as 
attorney  in  fact,  filed  an  appeal  from  said  decision,  which  was  with- 
drawn on  June  6, 1889,  and  a  motion  for  review  of  said  decision  of 
January  24, 1837,  was  filed  July  17, 1889,  and  a  hearing  asked  for  to 
determine  the  validity  of  said  original  scrip  and  location.  On  Septem- 
ber 6,  1889,  you  held  that  Wallace  was  duly  notified  of  the  decision  of 
January  24,  1887,  and  no  appeal  having  been  properly  taken  therefrom, 
the  motion  was  denied. 

On  February  17, 1890,  counsel  for  Wallace  filed  another  motion  for 
review  of  said  decision,  which  was  also  refused,  August  16,  1890. 

On  September  18,  1890,  Wallace,  as  attorney  in  fact  of  Bourke,  again 
filed  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  January  24,  1887,  which  you  de- 
clined to  transmit,  holding  by  your  decision  of  October  21,  1890,  that 
no  attempt  was  made  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  January  24,  1887, 
for  more  than  two  years  after  it  was  rendered,  and  that  Wallace  having 
received  legal  notice  thereof,  has  now  no  right  of  appeal. 

A  motion  for  review  of  this  last  decision,  declining  to  transmit  the 
appeal,  was  dented  by  you,  November  10,  1890,  and  upon  the  refusal  to 
transmit  said  appeal,  Wallace  filed  the  application  for  certiorari  now 
under  consideration. 

It  Is  claimed  by  the  applicant  that  he  was  not  served  with  notice  of 
said  decision  in  the  mode  and  manner  prescribed  by  the  Rules  of  Prac- 
tice, and  that  the  records  do  not  show  affirmatively  that  such  service 
had  been  made.  In  other  words,  it  is  claimed  that  no  official  notice 
was  given  to  Wallace,  either  in  person  or  by  registered  letter,  but  I  do 
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not  find  that  it  is  denied  that  he  had  actual  notice  of  the  decision  long 
prior  to  March  13, 1889,  when  he  filed  his  application.  But,  conceding 
that  prior  to  the  date  last  mentioned  he  had  no  such  notice  of  the 
judgment  as  would  bar  his  right  of  appeal,  if  exercised  within  sixty 
days  therefrom,  still  it  appears  from  the  application  and  exhibits  at- 
tached thereto  that  he  failed  to  exercise  such  right  within  the  time  re- 
quired by  the  rules  after  that  date.  On  June  6,  1889,  eighty-five  days 
after  the  date  on  which  he  acknowledges  that  he  received  notice,  he 
withdrew  his  appeal,  for  the  purpose  of  filiug  a  motion  for  review* 
The  Commissioner  was  without  jurisdiction  to  entertain  such  a  motion 
so  long  as  the  appeal  was  pending,  and  hence  it  was  necessary  to  with- 
draw it  for  that  purpose  and  leave  the  case  as  if  no  appeal  had  been 
filed.  If  the  motion  for  review  had  been  filed  before  the  expiration  of 
the  time  allowed  for  appeal,  it  would  have  suspended  the  running  of 
that  time  while  said  motion  was  pending  undetermined,  but,  if  the 
time  had  expired  prior  to  the  filiug  of  such  motion,  the  withdrawal  of 
an  appeal  for  the  purpose  of  filing  a  motion  for  review  could  not  revive 
the  right  to  file  an  appeal,  if  the  motion  for  review  should  be  denied, 
as  no  appeal  under  the  rules  of  the  Department  can  be  taken  from  the 
denial  of  a  motion  for  review,  but  must  be  taken  from  the  original  de- 
cision and  within  the  time  required  by  the  rules,  deducting  therefrom 
only  the  time  while  the  motion  for  review  was  pending. 

But,  independent  of  this  question,  I  do  not  see  that  this  petition  pre- 
sents such  a  case  as  would  invoke  the  exercise  of  the  supervisory  author- 
ity  of  the  Secretary. 

In  brief,  the  facts  are  simply  these:  Sioux  half  breed  scrip  No.  430 
"Cfor  eighty  acres  was  issued  to  Walter  Bourke,  under  the  act  of 
July  17,  1854  (10  Stat.,  304),  which  provided  "  that  no  transfer  or  con- 
veyance of  any  of  said  certificates  or  scrip  shall  be  valid." 

On  October  26,  1870,  Henry  T.  Wells,  as  attorney  in  fact  for  Walter 
Bourke,  made  application  for  the  issuance  to  him  of  Sioux  half  breed 
scrip  430  "  C,"  originally  issued  to  Walter  Bourke,  in  lieu  of  the  lost 
original,  and  on  July  26,  1871,  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs, upon  the  production  of  satisfactory  evidence  to  that  bureau  of 
the  loss  of  said  original,  and  that  it  had  not  been  located,  issued  a  du- 
plicate of  said  scrip  and  delivered  it  to  Henry  T,  Wells,  as  attorney  in 
fact  for  the  said  Walter  Bourke,  who,  on  March  9, 1880,  located  it  upon 
the  8.  i  of  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  19,  T.  125  N.,  R.  62  W.,  Dakota,  upon 
which  patent  issued  December  10,  1881,  to  Walter  Bourke. 

On  June  5, 1886,  W.  R.  Wallace,  as  attorney  in  fact  for  Walter  Bourke, 
located  the  original  of  said  scrip  on  a  tract  of  unsurveyed  land  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  land  office  at  Ooeur  d'Alene,  Idaho,  and  the 
papers  were  transmitted  to  your  office,  which  canceled  the  location  and 
held  the  original  scrip  in  its  custody,  for  the  reason  that  the  rights  of 
the  scripee  had  been  satisfied  by  patenting  to  him  the  land  embraced 
in  the  location  made  with  the  duplicate,  as  above  stated. 
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As  this  scrip  is  not  transferable,  the  only  party  in  interest  is  the 
scripee,  and  he  is  estopped  from  questioning  the  validity  of  the  loca- 
tion under  the  duplicate  scrip,  as  the  location  could  only  be  made  for 
his  benefit.  So  far  as  his  rights  are  afi'ected  thereby,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  the  location  was  made  under  the  original  or  duplicate  scrip,  if 
the  government  or  some  one  else  asserting  an  adverse  claim  to  the  land 
located  is  not  complaining,  for  the  government  has  conveyed  to  him  by 
patent  title  to  the  quantity  of  land  for  which  said  scrip  was  issued,  and 
he  can  not  claim  the  right  to  locate  the  original  scrip  upon  another  tract 
of  land  until  the  title  to  the  former  tract  has  been  reconveyed  to  the 
government,  or  the  patent  canceled. 

But  it  is  also  charged  that  the  duplicate  scrip  was  issued  against  the 
protest  of  Bourke,  which  was  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  while  the  application  for  the  issuance  of  the  duplicate 
scrip  was  pending  before  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  The 
ground  of  this  protest  was  that  Wells  had  no  authority  whatever  to  act 
for  Bourke  in  the  matter  of  said  scrip.  It  is  now  also  charged  that 
said  original  scrip  was  in  existence  when  the  duplicate  was  issued. 
Conceding  that  said  protest  was  before  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  when  he  issue^l  the  duplicate  scrip,  yet  I  do  not  see  from  the 
record  before  me  that  it  was  improvidently  issued.  While  it  is  now  al- 
leged that  the  original  scrip  was  then  in  existence,  it  does  not  appear 
that  that  fact  was  communicated  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
or  that  profert  of  it  was  made  or  offerei  to  be  made.  Again,  the  pro- 
test filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  signed 
by  George  L.  Otis,  as  attorney  for  Bourke.  He  was  not  the  attorney 
of  record  in  any  case  then  pending,  nor  did  he  file  a  power  of  attorney 
or  show  any  written  authority  to  act  for  his  alleged  principal.  Bourke 
was  then  living,  and  no  reason  is  shown  why  the  protest  was  not  sup- 
ported by  an  affidavit  of  facts  made  by  him. 

Filed  with  the  application  for  the  issuance  of  scrip  were  the  affidavits 
of  two  witnesses  as  to  the  loss  of  said  original,  as  called  for  by  the 
Commissioner,  and  also  a  certified  copy  of  the  power  of  attorney,  pur- 
porting to  have  been  executed  by  Bourke  to  Wells,  dated  May  7,  1866, 
and  recorded  in  the  district  court  of  Stearns  county,  Minnesota.  Such 
evidence  was  not  overcome  by  the  protest  of  a  third  party,  unverified, 
who  professed  to  speak  as  attorney  for  his  principal,  without  showing 
the  source  of  his  knowledge. 

It  is  also  charged  that  the  original  scrip  has  always  been  in  the  custody 
of  the  petitioner,  and  that  the  location  of  the  duplicate  scrip  was  based 
upon  fraudulent  and  forged  papers  and  powers  of  attorney,  fabricated 
by  Hugh  S.  Donaldson,  the  notary  before  whom  the  power  of  attorney 
to  W^ells  purports  to  have  been  executed,  and  who  was  dismissed  from 
the  army  for  forging  muster  rolls  of  troops,  and  who  subsequently  aided 
in  perpetrating  similar  frauds  in  four  huudred  and  fifteen  applications 
for  the  issue  of  Chippewa  half  breed  scrip. 
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Admitting  the  truth  of  these  charges,  it  does  not  affect  the  question 
now  presented  by  this  application,  which  is,  whether  a  second  location 
of  scrip  will  be  allowed  in  favor  of  a  scripee  while  the  records  show 
that  title  is  ontstandiug  in  him  for  another  tract  of  land  located  for  him 
on  the  same  scrip. 

If  the  facts  are  true,  as  alleged  by  the  applicant,  the  courts  are  open 
for  his  relief. 

It  is  sufficient  to  hold  that  from  the  record  before  me  no  cause  is 
shown  for  the  issuance  of  the  writ  of  certiorari,  and  it  is  therefore  re- 
fused. 


PRACTICE— EVIDENCE— RULE  41. 

DRU]Vni  V.   TOBMET.  . 

Under  rnle  41  of  practice  the  local  officers  are  entrusted  with  discretionary  power  in 
the  matter  of  determining  whether  additional  testimony  will  cause  unnecessary 
expense. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office j  February  3, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  James  Drumm  v.  Ohristopher  Tormey, 
on  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  June  6, 1889, 
holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead  entry  No.  3574,  of  the  S^  SE^, 

Sec.  13,  and  EJ  NEJ,  Sec.  24,  T.  4,  :S^.,  K.ll  E.,  Sacramento,  California. 

•  #  •  #  •  •  • 

At  the  hearing,  after  examining  all  the  witnesses  of  the  contestant, 
and  taking  the  testimony  of  the  homestead  claimant  and  his  wife,  the 
local  officers,  on  motion  of  the  attorney  for  the  contestant,  held,  in  sub- 
stance, that  any  further  testimony  in  the  case  would  cause  unnecessary 
expense  to  the  contestant,  and  would  be  barred  unless  paid  for  by  the 
claimant.  Exception  was  taken  to  this  ruling,  and  the  claimant  refused 
to  offer  other  testimony  on  the  terms  stated,  although  he  claimed  that 
one  or  more  additional  witnesses  were  present  and  ready  to  testify. 
His  appeal,  of  which  notice  was  given  at  the  hearing,  is  based  mainly 
upon  the  ground  that  the  ruling  is  in  violation  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Department,  and  hence  erroneous. 

The  fifty-fourth  rule  of  practice  specifies  that  the  parties  contesting 
pre-emption,  homestead  or  timber  culture  entries,  and  claiming  prefer- 
ence rights  of  entry  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  May  14, 1880 
(21  Stats.,  140),  must  pay  the  cost  of  the  contest.  Rule  fifty-six  pro- 
vides that  the  accumulation  of  excessive  costs  under  rule  fifty-four  will 
not  be  permitted ;  but  when  the  officer  taking  testimony  shall  rule  that 
a  course  of  examination  is  irrelevant,  and  checks  the  same  under  rule 
forly-one,  he  may,  nevertheless,  in  his  discretion,  allow  the  same  to  pro- 
ceed at  the  sole  cost  of  the  party  making  such  examination. 

Under  the  rule  last  named,  the  local  officers  are  entrusted  with  dis- 
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cretionary  power  in  the  matter  of  taking  testimony.  This  power  is  im- 
portant and  shoald  be  exercised  with  sound  discretion.  After  hearing 
the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  in  this  particular  case,  it  was  evident 
that  no  amount  of  testimony  could  counteract  that  given  by  the  claim- 
ant himself  in  the  matter  of  residence,  which  clearly  proved  that  he  had 
no  such  residence  upon  the  land  embraced  in  his  entry  as  the  home- 
stead law  requires.  The  local  officers  were  justified,  therefore,  in  hold- 
ing that  additional  testimony  would  cause  unnecessary  expense,  and 
would  not  be  allowed,  otherwise  than  at  the  cost  of  the  party  asking 
for  the  examination  of  other  witnesses. 

The  decision  of  your  office  sustaining  the  contest  and  holding  the 
entry  of  Tormey  for  cancellation,  must  be  and  it  hereby  is  affirmed. 


PRE-EMPTION  ENTRY— SECOND  FILING. 

John  Clampett. 

A  pre-emption  ^ing  made  through  the  consent  and  procurement  of  the  claimant  ex- 
hausts his  preemptive  right,  and  an  entry  hy  him  under  a  sahsequent  filing  is 
illegal  and  must  he  canceled. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  February  4, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  John  Olampett,  from  your  decision 
dated  October  1, 1889,  refusing  his  application  for  the  restoration  of  his 
pre-emption  right  and  holding  for  cancellation  his  pre-emption  cash 
entry  for  the  E.  J  NE.  J,  Sec.  5,  W.  ^  of  NW.  J,  Sec.  4,  T.  7  S.,  R.  20  W., 
Kirwin  land  district,  Kansas. 

On  October  1, 1890,  he  filed  his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement 
No.  18507,  for  said  tract  alleging  settlement  September  30,  1881,  and 
made  cash  entry  therefor,  April  12,  3884.  April  2, 1888,  your  office 
suspended  the  entry  for  the  reason  that  his  final  proof  showed  that  he 
had  made  a  pre-emption  filing  for  another  tract  in  June,  1874. 

June  8, 188S,  he  filed  his  own  uncorroborated  affidavit  alleging  that 
^'  some  years  previous  to  his  entry,  he  made  settlement  on  a  tract  of 
land  in  Brooks  county,  Kansas,  with  the  intention  of  claiming  it  as  a 
preemption,  and  subsequently  paid  a  laud  agent  for  placing  a  filing  on 
the  same.  ...  he  does  not  now  remember  the  location  of  said 
land."  That  soon  after  said  settlement  his  crops  were  destroyed  by 
grasshoppers  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  land,  and  before  he  was 
able  to  return  to  it  he  was  informed  it  was  occupied  by  others,  and  not 
knowing  that  he  had  exhausted  his  pre-emption  right,  he  filed  for  the 
tract  in  dispute,  and  since  entry  he  had  sold  the  land  to  an  innocent 
party,  and  asked  that  his  cash  entry  be  restored  and  approved  for 
patent. 

February  4, 1889,  you  decided  that  claimant's  first  filing  was  legal 
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and  bad  exhaasted  his  right  as  a  pre-emptor  and  held  his  entry  for  can- 
cellation. 

In  Augastj  1889,  he  filed  another  uncorroborated  affidavit,  in  which 
he  alleged  that  iQ  the  summer  of  1874,  he  squatted  on  a  piece  of  land 
near  Bull  City,  Kausas,  and  lived  there  about  a  month  and  a  half; 
that  when  one  of  his  neighbors  was  going  to  the  land  office  at  Kir  win, 
i^  I  gave  him  two  dollars  and  iifty  cents  and  requested  him  to  file  for 
me,  as  that  was  the  practice  at  that  time.  I  gave  him  no  application 
nor  any  paper  of  any  description,  I  never  made  any  application  with 
any  one  but  simply  asked  this  man  to  do  me  the  favor."  Claimant 
further  alleged  that  he  did  not  know  whether  his  neighbor  went  to  the 
Kirwin  land  office ;  that  he  never  received  a  receipt  for  any  money  paid 
at  said  office  excepting  the  money  paid  on  his  second  filing  and  entry. 

October  1,1889,  your  office  adhered  to  its  former  decision  that  claim- 
ant's cash  entry  was  invalid,  whereupon  he  appealed  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

The  records  in  your  office  show  that  on  June  8, 1874,  he  filed  his  pre- 
emption declaratory  statement.  No.  3443,  for  the  SW.  J,  Sec.  34,  T.  6  8., 
B.  16  W.,  in  same  land  district,  and  as  it  sufficiently  appears  from  his 
own  sworn  statements,  that  such  former  filing  was  made  with  his  pro- 
curement and  consent,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  his  second  filing  for 
another  tract  of  land  and  the  cash  entry  thereon  was  made  in  violation 
of  the  provisions  of  section  2261  E.  S.,  which  declares  that, — 

No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  one  pre-emptive  right  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 
visions of  section  2259,  nor  where  a  party  has  filed  his  declaration  of  intention  to  claim 
the  benefits  of  such  provisions  for  one  tract  of  land,  shall  he  file,  at  any  future  time,  a 
second  declaration  for  another  tract. 

For  the  reasons  herein  stated,  and  as  the  purchaser  from  claimant 
obtained  no  better  title  than  that  which  claimant  assumed  to  possess, 
and  as  all  such  purchasers  are  charged  with  notice  of  the  law,  and  your 
supervisory  control  over  the  action  of  the  local  officers  (Travelers'  In- 
surance Co.,  9  L.  D.,  316),  the  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly 
affirmed. 


OMAHA  INDIAN  liANDS-FOUFEiriTRE. 

Edward  IJHLia. 

A  purchaser  of  Omaha  Indian  lauds,  whose  claim  was  forfeited  for  non-payment,  may 
be  permitted,  in  the  absence  of  any  adverse  right  to  complete  his  payments  where 
it  appears  that  he  had  made  due  tender  of  the  necessary  sums  prior  to  the  judg- 
ment of  forfeiture. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeiieral  Land  Office^  Feb' 

ruary  4,  1891. 

In  the  appeal  of  Edward  Uhlig  from  your  office  decision  of  October 
18, 1889,  the  record  shows  that,  on  May  18, 1885,  he  made  his  declara- 
tory statement  for  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  26,  T.  24,  E.  5  Bast,  Neligh,  Ne- 
braska.   July  16, 1886,  he  made  final  proof. 
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This  tract  was  a  part  of  the  Omaha  Indian  reservation,  and  his  set- 
tlement and  filing  were  made  under  the  act  of  Angust  7, 1882  (22  Stat., 
341),  the  purchase  price  being  eleven  dollars  per  acre. 

March  14, 1889,  his  said  entry  was  canceled  as  to  the  west  half  of 
said  quarter  section  for  conflict  with  another  and  prior  entry,  and  on  the 
18th  of  the  same  month  (he  being  in  default  for  more  than  two  years 
in  the  payment  of  interest),  he  was  notified  by  the  local  officers  to  pay 
said  interest  within  sixty  days,  or  his  entry  would  be  held  for  cancella- 
tion. This  notice  was  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  General 
Land  Office,  under  the  provisions  of  the  supplementary  act  of  May  15, 
1888  (25  Stat.,  150),  '<  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  extend 
the  time  of  payment  to  purchasers  of  the  lands  of  the  .  .  .  . 
Omaha  Indians.'' 

He  failed  to  make  payment  within  the  time,  and  on  Jane  12,  1889, 
such  failure  was  reported  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  "  in  order  that  said  entry  might  be  duly  canceled." 

August  13, 1889,  the  failure  of  Uhlig  to  pay  interest  and  the  action 
of  the  register  and  receiver  thereon  was  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  by  departmental  decision  of  August  31,  1880  (Omaha 
Lands,  9  L.  D.,  326),  the  tract  was  declared  forfeited,  and,  October  9, 
his  filing  was  canceled  on  the  records  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

August  2, 1880,  prior  to  the  decision  of  the  Secretary,  declaring  a 
forfeiture  of  the  lands  embraced  in  his  filing,  Uhlig  applied  at  the  local 
office  to  make  payment  of  the  interest  due,  and  tendered  the  same. 
His  offer  and  tender  were  refused  by  the  local  officers,  from  which 
action  he  duly  appealed,  and  your  office,  by  its  said  decision  of  October 
18,  1889,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver,  and  he  now 
further  prosecutes  his  appeal  to  this  Department. 

The  decision  of  this  Department,  declaring  the  land  forfeited  for  non- 
payment of  interest,  was  made  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  prior  thereto 
Uhlig  had  tendered  the  interest  due,  for  the  records  of  this  Depart- 
ment show  that  the  first  information  received  by  the  Secretary  as  to 
the  offer  of  Uhlig  was  by  letter  of  your  office  of  December  21,  1889, 
transmitting  the  papers  in  the  appeal  now  being  considered. 

On  receipt  of  this  record,  the  Department  directed  your  office  to  in- 
struct the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Neligh  to  suspend 
the  sale  of  said  lands,  ''until  further  advised."  (See  departmental  de- 
cision of  December  23,  1889.) 

Now,  for  the  first  time,  all  the  facts  are  before  me  for  consideration. 

The  third  section  of  the  supplementary  act  of  May  15,  1888  (25  Stat., 
150),  provides  that : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  directed  to  declare  forfeited  all  lands  sold 
under  said  act,  upon  which  the  purchaser  shall  be  in  defanlt  for  sixty  days  after  the 
passage  of  this  act  in  payment  of  any  part  of  the  purchase  money,  or  in  the  payment 
of  any  interest  on  such  purchase  money  for  the  period  of  two  years  previoas  to  the 
expiration  of  said  sixty  days. 
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From  the  language  of  this  act,  it  is  apparent  that  although  the  pur- 
chaser may  be  in  default  within  the  meaning  thereof,  yet  before  he  can 
be  diTested  of  his  rights  in  the  land  a  forfeiture  must  be  declared  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  interior.  This  declaration  of  forfeiture  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  judgment  at  law,  or  a  decree  in  equity  divesting  the  pur- 
chaser of  all  right  and  title  to  the  laud.  Neither  courts  of  law  nor 
equity  favor  penalties  or  forfeitures,  and  it  is,  I  believe,  the  universal 
practice  in  courts  of  law  to  allow  the  defendant  to  avoid  a  forfeiture  of 
bis  rights  by  payment  of  the  demand  and  accrued  costs  at  anytime  be- 
fore judgment  is  rendered,  while  courts  of  equity  in  many  cases  allow 
such  payment  even  after  the  decree  and  before  sale  thereunder. 

And  it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  Department,  wlien  no  rights  but 
those  of  the  claimant  and  the  government  are  concerned,  to  allow  the 
claimant  to  cure  his  laches  at  any  time  before  cancellation  or  other  for- 
feiture is  declared. 

In  this  case  the  claimant  tendered  payment  of  all  dues,  August  2, 1889, 
twenty-niue  days  before  judgment  of  forfeiture  was  rendered  by  this 
Department.  The  claimant  has  abundantly  shown  his  good  faith  by 
making  his  home  on  the  land  ever  since  his  settlement  thereon,  by  very 
valuable  improvements,  and  by  cultivating  nearly  the  entire  eighty 
acres  every  year  since  his  settlement.  Moreover,  he  shows  by  his  affi- 
davit that  he  was  prevented  from  making  his  payment  in  time  by  reason 
of  sickness,  which  confined  him  to  his  bed  for  many  months  and  ren- 
dered him  incapable  of  transacting  any  kind  of  business. 

The  decision  of  your  9*ffice  is  therefore  reversed,  and  the  local  officers 
are  directed  to  accept  the  tender  of  interest,  if  renewed,  and  to  allow 
Uhlig  to  make  the  subsequent  payments  of  principal  and  interest,  in 
compliance  with  the  statutes  in  relation  to  the  Omaha  Indian  lands. 

The  decision  of  this  Department  of  August  31, 1889  (Omaha  Lands, 
9  L.  D.,  326),  is  hereby  set  aside  and  held  for  naught,  so  far  as  it  alBfects 
the  land  in  controversy,  to  wit:  the  E.  J  of  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  26,  T.  24,  R. 
5E. 


PRACTICE— NOTICE  OF  APPEAL— INITIATION  OF  CONTEST. 

De  Mabs  v.  Donahue  et  al. 

A  motion  to  dismiss  an  appeal  on  the  groand  that  service  thereof  was  not  made  upon 
appeUee  or  his  attorney,  most  be  denied  where  it  appears  that  service  was  duly 
made  upon  one,  who,  as  attorney,  had  prior  thereto  represented  the  appellee ; 
and  where  it  is  not  claimed  that  the  notice  as  served  did  not  in  fact  reach  the  ap- 
pellee, or  that  he  was  in  any  manner  prejudiced  by  the  service  as  made. 

An  affidavit  of  contest  left  with  the  register,  but  not  made  of  record,  nor  deposited 
for  snch  purpose,  does  not  confer  upon  the  party  executing  the  same  the  status  of 
a  contestant,  nor  secure  to  him  any  right  that  can  be  asserted  as  against  one 
claiming  under  a  subsequent  relinquishment. 
17581— VOL  12 8 
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First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  February  4,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Casmeers  De  Mars  from  your  de- 
cision of  May  9, 1889,  in  which  yoa  approve  the  action  of  the  local  offi- 
cers in  their  rejection  of  his  application  to  make  timber  caitnre  entry 
for  the  N.  i  SE.  i,  and  SE.  J  of  SE.  i,  Sec.  9,  T.  154  N.,  E.  65  W.,  Devils 
Lake,  North  Dakota,  land  district. 

The  record  shows  that  on  August  6, 1888,  he  made  said  application 
accompanying  it  by  the  necessary  affidavits,  and  the  local  officers  re- 
jected the  same  endorsing  it  as  follows : 

August  6|  1888.  Rejected  for  the  reason  that  the  land  described  in  application  is 
covered  by  T.  C.  No.  3065,  of  James  Cowan  filed  July  30,  188S.  30  days  allowed  for 
appeal. 

£.  G.  Spilman,  register. 

From  this  rejection  he  appealed  to  your  office  and  set  forth  as  the 
grounds  of  his  appeal, 

That  one  Donahue  had  formerly  made  a  homestead  entry  for  the  land, 
that  he,  De  Mars,  had  filed  a  contest  against  the  same.  That  Donahue 
had  relinquished  his  entry  as  a  result  of  said  contest  and  that  this  ap- 
pellant had  a  preference  right  of  entry  at  the  time  Gowan  made  entry. 
He  says  the  local  officers  erred  in  rejecting  said  application. 

In  support  of  these  statements  there  are  filed  a  number  of  affidavits 
including  that  of  De  Mars,  and  on  the  other  hand  there  are  filed  the 
affidavits  of  Gowan  and  others,  and  a  statement  by  the  register.  Upon 
considering  the  case,  your  office  affirmed  the  a^ion  of  the  local  officers 
from  which  De  Mars  appealed  to  the  Department. 

A  motion  is  made  by  Gowan  through  one  D.  E.  Morgan,  his  attorney, 
to  dismiss  the  appeal  because  notice  thereof  was  not  served  upon  him 
(Gowan)  or  Morgan  as  his  attorney. 

It  appears  that  proper  service  of  notice  was  made  upon  J.  F.  Gowan 
as  attorney  for  James  Gowan  and  from  the  affidavit  of  J.  F.  Gowan 
filed  in  the  case,  I  am  satisfied  he  had  been  acting  as  attorney  for  James 
Gowan  in  this  case,  until  it  reached  the  office  of  the  Gommissioner,  and 
it  appears  that  when  notice  was  served  on  him  he  did  not  inform  the 
person  serving  it  that  he  was  not  attorney,  further  it  does  not  appear, 
and  is  not  claimed,  that  the  notice  so  served,  did  not  reach  James 
Gowan,  or  that  he  was  in  any  way  prejudiced  by  the  service  being  made 
upon  J.  F.  Gowan,  as  his  attorney,  hence  I  think  the  motion  should  be 
overruled,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

In  his  appeal  to  this  Department,  in  addition  to  the  matters  contained 
in  the  appeal  to  your  office,  the  appellant  sets  up  some  eight  assign, 
ments  of  error.  They  consist  of  statements  by  the  attorney  as  to  what 
the  facts  are,  and  in  denials  of  the  facts  alleged.  The  fourth  and  fifth 
assignments  assert  that  the  local  officers  neglected  their  duties  and 
deny  the  truth  of  the  statements  that  his  attorney  did  not  wish  a  notice 
issued  upon  his  affidavit  of  contest.    The  sixth  states  that  the  statement 
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that  the  attorney  for  De  Mars  '^  refused  to  take  a  notice  from  the  land 
office"  is  absolutely  false. 

This  appeal  is  signed  by  John  W.  Maher,  attorney  for  De  Mars.  The 
affidavits  filed  in  the  case  and  the  official  statement  of  the  register, 
satisfy  me  that  the  attorney  for  De  Mars,  while  he  has  gone  beyond 
what  is  contemplated  by  the  rules  of  practice,  in  the  assignments  of 
error  in  an  apx>eal,  has  also  gone  beyond  what  the  facts  in  the  case 
warrant. 

De  Mars  in  his  affidavit  says  that  he  was  informed  that  Donahue 
would  sell  a  relinquishment  of  his  homestead  entry  and  he  authorized 
his  attorney  to  offer  $100,  for  it,  and  afterward  heraised  the  bid  to  $125, 
but  Donahue  had  sold  before  this  price  was  offered.  He  "  further  says 
that  the  pendency  of  said  negotiations  was  one  of  the  causes  for  his  not 
serving  notice  of  contest  on  said  Donahue." 

It  appears  that  these  negotiations  had  run  along  several  weeks,  when 
Cowan  purchased  the  relinquishment,  paying  $220,  therefor.  When  it 
was  entered  of  record  and  Donahue's  entry  canceled,  Cowan  made  his 
entry. 

This  affidavit  was  on  file  in  your  office,  and  bears  date  May  27, 1888 ; 
again  on  August  27,  1888,  De  Mars  filed  an  affidavit  in  which  he  says, 
*'  The  pendency  of  said  negotiations  was  the  cause  of  deponent  not  try- 
ing to  serve  notice  of  contest  on  Donahue.''  So  it  appears  that  it  was 
not  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  government's  agents  that  no  notice  of 
contest  was  taken  from  the  office  or  served,  but  on  the  contrary  it  is 
true  as  the  register  states,  nothing  was  done  because  Mr.  Maher  ordered 
that  nothing  be  done. 

The  affidavit  of  contest  is  before  me.    It  is  not  marked  filed. 

Cowan,  in  his  affidavit  in  the  case,  says  he  has  no  knowledge  of  any 
contest  against  the  entry  and  that  he  ^'  was  wholly  ignorant  of  Cas- 
meers  De  Mars,  or  any  other  person,  having  any  claim  or  rights  in  or 
to  said  land  and  knew  nothing  of  the  claims  De  Mars  now  makes  until 
August  31,  1888,  and  that  the  records  of  the  land  office  at  Devils  Lake 
failed  to  show  any  trace  of  such  claims  as  De  Mars  now  urges." 

This  is  fully  corroborated  by  J.  F.  Cowan,  who  searched  the  records, 
and  the  register;  and  the  reason  why  no  record  was  made  is  explained 
by  the  register,  who  says  Maher  did  not  desire  it  done. 

In  the  case  of  Webb  v,  Loughrey  (on  review,  10  L.  D.,  302),  it  was  held 
that: 

While  a  contest  is  not  initiated  until  the  issuance  of  notice,  yet  the  contestant,  by 
filing  the  affidavit,  secures  for  himself  a  right  to  proceed  with  his  contest  that  can 
not  be  defeated  by  the  execution  or  filing  by  the  entryman  of  a  relinquishment  of  his 
right  under  such  entry. 

But  it  was  in  contemplation,  under  this  rule,  that  the  contestant  had 
filed  his  affidavit  in  good  faith,  intending  to  serve  notice  and  proceed 
with  the  case,  and  not  that  he  could  deposit  an  affidavit  in  the  office 
(keeping  it  off  record),  so  that  he  might  hold  it  over  the  entryman,  to 
force  a  relinquishment  at  a  low  price. 
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In  the  case  at  bar,  it  appears  from  the  statemeDts  of  the  witnesses  and 
the  appellant  himself  that  the  object  was  to  negotiate  for  the  relinqnish- 
ment,  rather  than  to  contest  the  entry  of  Donahue,  and  Cowan  seems 
to  have  been  the  «^  highest  bidder."  It  is  not  a  case  calling  for  the  in- 
terference of  the  Department. 

1  am  satisfied  that  the  affidavit  of  contest  was  not  deposited  in  the 
office,  with  the  intention  of  having  any  action  taken,  until  the  negotia- 
tions should  fail,  and  the  trouble  seems  to  have  arisen  out  of  the  regis- 
ter allowing  himself  to  become  a  ^^  bailee,"  to  hold  the  affidavit  on 
deposit,  instead  of  a  register  to  place  it  on  record  and  proceed  upon  it 
in  accordance  with  law.  But  as  this  was  done  at  the  request  of  Maber, 
he  cannot  complain. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


BAILUOAD  GRANT-ISSUE  OP  PATENTS. 

Atlantic  and  Paoifio  R.  E.  Co. 

The  patents  issaed  to  this  oompaQy  for  lands  earned  under  its  grant  shoald  contain 
in  express  terms  an  exclnsiou  of  ''all  mineral  lands  other  than  coal  and  iron 
lands.'' 

The  vacant  unappropriated  odd  sections  \rithin  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  of 
June  10,  1852,  were  not ''  reserved  "  lands  when  the  grant  of  ten  odd  sections  per 
mile  was  made  by  the  act  of  1866  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  and  therefore  passed 
to  said  company  when  found  within  the  primary  limits  thereof . 

As  the  grant  was  made  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  patents  must  issue  in  the  name  of 
said  company  for  lands  that  were  earned  by  the  construction  of  the  road,  irre- 
spective of  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  said  road  is  now  owned  by  another  com- 
pany. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  February 

6, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  by  your  transmission  of  lists  11  and  12,  designating 
lands  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  list  13  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas, for  which,  you  recommend,  patents  should  be  issued  to  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Compauy,  under  the  grant  to  it  by  the 
act  of  July  27, 1866  (14  Stat.,  292). 

List  11  is  for  1,284.05  acres  of  land  within  the  primary  limits  of  said 
road,  and  lists  12  and  13  are  for  1,078.45  and  5,147.33  acres,  respectively, 
within  the  indemnity  limits  thereof.  As  to  lands  in  said  lists,it  is  cer- 
tified, that  they  are  vacant,  unappropriated,  free  from  conflicts,  and 
properly  subject  to  said  grant.  In  addition,  it  is  shown  by  the  affidavit 
of  A.  0.  Wooley,  the  duly  authorized  agent  of  the  applicant,  that  he  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  character  of  all  of  said  lands  and  every  legal 
subdivision  thereof,  and  that  they  are  essentially  non-mineral  in  charac- 
ter and  suitable  for  agricultural  purposes.  It  is  also  further  certified 
that  the  indemnity  selections,  together  with  the  amounts  heretofore  cer- 
tified and  patented,  do  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate  the  total  of  the 
lands  to  which  said  company  is  entitled. 
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In  view  of  the  foregoing  statements,  I  have  approved  the  said  lists 
for  the  respective  amounts  thereof,  and  return  the  same  to  you  that 
they  may  be  carried  into  patents,  excluding  therefrom,  in  the  terms  of 
the  grant,  ^'  all  mineral  lands  other  than  coal  or  iron  lands."  Let  this 
be  so  expressed  in  the  patents. 

A  portion  of  the  lands  described  in  list  11  is  of  the  lands  which  re- 
mained to  the  United  States  under  a  grant  of  six  even  numbered  sec- 
tions made  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  the  city  of  St.  Louis  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  State, 
by  act  of  June  10, 1852  (10  Stat,  8).  But  it  was  held  by  this  Depart- 
ment, in  8  L.  D.,  165-9,  that  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  odd  sections 
within  the  six  miles  or  primary  limits  of  this  old  grant  of  1852,  were  not 
'^reserved"  lands  when  the  grant  of  ten  odd  sections  per  mile  in  the 
States  was  made  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Company  by  the  act  of 
1866,  supra^  and,  therefore,  passed  to  the  last  company  under  said  grant 
whenever  they  fell  within  the  primary  limits  thereof;  thus,  said  lands 
come  to  be  included  in  list  11. 

It  is  proper  here  to  observe,  that  in  response  to  a  rule  issued  by  my 
predecessor.  Secretary  Lamar,  on  May  23,  1887,  requiring  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  to  show  cause  why  the  indemnity  with- 
drawals, theretofore  made,  for  its  benefit,  should  not  be  revoked,  that 
company  disclaimed  any  interest  in  the  part  of  the  road  constructed 
within  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  stated  that,  <^  by  foreclosure  sale  and 
reorganization,"  it  was  now  the  property  of  the  St.  Louis  and  San  Fran- 
cisco Bailroad  Company. 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  lands  in  the  lists,  this  day  approved, 
are  really  for  the  benefit  of  the  bist-named  company.  With  this,  how- 
ever, the  Department  is  not  concerned,  as  the  portion  of  the  road  in 
Missouri,  along  which  the  listed  lands  lie,  was  constructed  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  law,  and  the  grant  for  said  lands  being  made  to  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Bailroad  Company,  the  Department  must  issue 
patents  in  the  name  of  the  grantee  company,  which  will  in  contempla- 
tion of  law  hold  the  title  thus  conveyed  in  trust  for  the  party  or  parties 
entitled  thereto. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— FORFEITURE— ACT  OF  SEPTEMBER  29,  1890. 

Mobile  and  Gibard  Bau^road. 

The  provisions  of  section  8,  act  of  September  29,  1890,  constitute  a  legislative  limita- 
tion on  the  grant  to  the  Mobile  and  Girard  company,  made  by  the  act  of  June  3, 
1856,  and  restrict  said  grant  to  the  lands  earned  by  the  construction  of  the  road 
from  Girard  to  Troy. 

The  authority  of  the  governor  under  the  granting  act  to  certify  to  the  completion  of 
twenty  miles  of  road  is  limited  to  the  fact  of  such  completion,  and  does  not  extend 
to  conclusions  of  law ;  hence  his  certificate  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  ''  agreement 
and  arrangement"  by  which  the  road  was  constructed  from  Pollard  to  Mobile  is 
an  assumption  of  jurisdiction  not  conferred  by  the  statute. 
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The  declaration  of  the  company's  acceptance  of  the  provlsionsof  the  act  of  September 
29,  1890,  is  satisfactory ;  and  the  relinquish ment  filed  by  said  company  is  accepted 
as  re-investing  in  the  United  States  the  title  to  all  lands  required  to  be  relin- 
quished by  said  company,  and  furnishing  a  basis  for  further  action  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  its  claims. 

The  acceptance  of  said  relinquishment  will  not,  however,  beheld  as  waiving  any  ob- 
jection to  the  validity  or  sufficiency  of  said  instrument,  not  apparent  on  the  face 
thereof,  that  may  hereafter  appear  or  be  presented. 

Instructions  given  for  determining  what  lands  are  subject  to  the  grant,  and  for  the 
presentation  of  claims  that  are  recognized  and  protected  by  the  act  of  1890. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  February 

7, 1891. 

By  letter  of  October  28, 1890,  you  submitted  for  my  approval  a  draft 
of  a  circular  letter  of  iustructiouB  uuder  the  land  grant  forfeiture  act 
of  September  29,  1890  (26  Stat.,  496). 

I  have  heretofore,  on  December  24, 1890,  11  L.  D.,  625,  expressed  my 
views  on  the  questions  thus  presented,  and  suggested  that  instructions 
affecting  the  grant  for  the  Mobile  and  Girard  road  (act  of  June  3,  1856, 
11  Stat.,  17),  be  omitted  from  the  circular,  inasmuch  as  the  questions 
therein  involved  are  peculiar.  I  will  now  proceed"to  consider  the  rec- 
ommendations in  your  said  letter,  affecting  said  road. 

The  first  section  of  said  forfeiture  act  provides : 

That  there  is  hereby  forfeited  to  the  Unit>ed  States  and  the  United  States  hereby 
resnmes  the  title  thereto,  all  lands  heretofore  granted  to  any  State  or  to  any  cor- 
poration to  aid  in  the  constrnction  of  a  railroad  opposite  to  and  coterminous  with 
the  portion  of  any  snch  railroad  not  now  completed,  and  in  operation,  for  ihe  con- 
struction or  benefit  of  which  snch  lands  were  granted;  and  all  snch  lands  are 
declared  to  be  a  part  of  the  public  domain :  Providedf  That  this  act  shall  not  be 
construed  as  forfeiting  the  right  of  way  or  station  grounds  of  any  railroad  company 
heretofore  granted. 

Section  eight,  thereof  provides : 

That  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad  Company,  of  Alabama,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  quantity  of  laud  earned  by  the  construction  of  its  road  from  Girard  to  Troy,  a 
distance  of  eighty-four  miles.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  making  settle- 
ment and  certifying  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  company  the  lands  earned  there- 
by shall  include  therein  all  the  lauds  sold,  conveyed,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  said 
company  not  to  exceed  the  total  amount  earned  by  said  company  as  aforesaid.  And 
the  title  of  the  purchasers  to  all  snch  lauds  are  hereby  confirmed  so  far  as  the  United 
States  are  concerned. 

But  such  settlement  and  certification  shall  not  include  any  lands  upon  which  there 
were  bona  fide  pre-eraptors,  or  homestead  claims  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety,  arising  or  asserted  by  actual  occupatiou  of  the  land  uuder  color 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  right  hereby  given  to  said  railroad  company  is  on  condition  that  it  shall  within 
ninety  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  by  resolution  of  its  board  of  directors,  duly 
accept  the  provisions  of  the  same  and  file  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  a  valid 
relinquishment  of  all  said  company's  interest,  right,  title,  aud  claim  in  and  to  all 
such  lauds  within  the  limits  of  its  grant,  as  have  heretofore  been  sold  by  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  for  cash,  where  the  government  still  retains  the  purchase  money) 
or  with  the  allowance  or  approval  of  such  officers  have  been  entered  in  good  faith 
nnder  the  pre-emption  or  homestead  laws,  or  as  are  claimed  nnder  the  homestead  or 
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pre-emption  laws  as  aforesaid,  and  the  right  aud  title  of  the  persons  holding  or  claim- 
ing any  snch  lands  under  such  sales^or  entries  are  hereby  confirmed,  and  all  such 
claims  under  the  pre-emption  or  homestead  laws  may  be  perfected  as  provided  by 
law.  Said  company  to  have  the  right  to  select  other  lands,  as  near  as  practicable  to 
constructed  road,  and  within  indemnity  limits  in  iieu  of  the  lands  so  relinquished. 
And  the  title  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  relinquished  in  favor  of  all  persons  hold- 
ing under  any  sales  by  the  local  land  officers,  of  the  lands  in  the  granted  limits  of 
the  Alabama  and  Florida  Railroad  grant,  where  the  United  States  still  retains  the 
purchase  money  but  without  liability  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

By  letter  of  November  7, 1890,  yoa  forwarded  a  paper  parportiDg  to 
be  an  acceptance  on  the  part  of  said  company,  of  the  terms  of  said  for- 
feiture act,  and  a  relinquishment  under  said  section  eight,  with  your 
opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  the  same. 

The  questions  involved  have  been  discussed,  orally  and  by  brief,  by 
attorneys  representing  certain  purchasers  from  said  company. 

The  first  clause  of  said  section  eight,  is  clearly  a  legislative  declara- 
tion that  said  company  has  built  eighty-four,  miles  of  its  road,  (from 
Girard  to  Troy)  and  is  entitled  to  the  quantity  of  laud  earned  by  such 
construction. 

It  is  claimed  in  the  argument  that  in  addition  to  said  eighty-four 
miles  there  have  been  built,  under  said  grant,  sixty-three  other  miles  of 
road — from  Pollard  to  Mobile.  In  support  of  this  claim  said  attorneys 
refer  to  a  certificate  of  the  Govt^ruor  of  Alabama  dated  March  19, 1884, 
and  filed  in  the  Department  by  one  W.  J,  Van  Kirk  on  April  1,  1884, 
and  on  that  day  referred  to  your  office. 

Said  certificate  reads  as  follows: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  of  the  United  States. 

I;  Edward  A.  O'Neal,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  do  hereby  certify,  that  the 
Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad  was  completed  from  Girard  in  Russell  County,  to  the 
town  of  Union  Springs  in  Bullock  county,  Alabama,  within  a  continuous  length  of 
fifty -four  miles  by  the  first  day  of  November,  1859 ;  and  was  completed  in  Jnne,  1867> 
from  Union  Springs  to  Thomas  Station,  now  known  as  Inverness  within  a  Antinnous 
length  of  nine  miles,  and  was  completed  in  June,  1870,  from  Inverness  to  Troy  in  Pike 
coauty,  Alabama,  within  a  continuous  length  of  twenty-one  miles,  making  the  com- 
pletion of  said  railroad  within  a  continuous  length  of  eighty- four  miles  from  Girard 
to  Troy,  Alabama ;  aud  is  now  being  operated  by  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad 
company,  and  is  the  railroad  designated  as  **  the  Girard  aud  Mobile  Railroad  from  Gi' 
rard  to  Mobile,  Alabama,  in  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  entitled 
"An  act  granting  public  lands,  in  alternate  sections  to  the  State  of  Alabama  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  said  State,"  approved  June  3, 1856. 

I,  also,  further  certify,  that  the  Mobile  and  Great  Northern  Railroad  Company, 
which  was  incorporated  in  February,  1856,  completed  in  September,  1861,  a  railroad 
from  Pollard  to  Tensas,  Alabama,  within  a  continuous  length  of  forty  nine  miles, 
and  completed,  by  April,  187*2,  a  railroad  from  Tensas  to  the  city  of  Mobile,  Alabama, 
within  a  continuous  length  of  fourteen  miles,  making  the  completion  of  a  railroad 
within  a  continuous  length  of  sixty-three  miles  from  Pollard  to  Mobile ;  aud  that 
said  railroad  from  Pollard  to  Mobile  now  constitutes  a  part  of  the  Mobile  and  Mont- 
gomery railway  and  is  being  operated  from  Montgomery  to  Mobile. 

I,  also,  further  certify,  upon  satisfactory  evidence  furnished  to  me,  and  which  is  on 
file  in  this  office,  that  the  locating  engineer  of  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad  com« 
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pany  defiDitely  located,  by  April  15,  1858,  the  Hue  of  the  railroad  of  said  company 
from  said  town  of  Union  Springs  to  Blakely  on  the  waters  of  Mobile  bay,  Alabama, 
and  that  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad  company  adopted  the  same  a«  the  final  loca- 
tion of  their  line  of  railroad;  and- subsequently,  the  said  Mobile  and  Great  Northern 
Railroad  company,  ander  and  by  an  agreement  and  arrangement  with  the  Mobile  and 
Girard  railroad  company,  built  their  railroad  from  Pollard  to  Tensas,  substantially  on 
the  same  line  of  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad,  located  by  the  locating  engineer  as 
above  stated,  and  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad  ^com pany  was  to  build  their  railroad 
flrom  Union  Springs  to  Pollard,  under  an  arrangement  for  the  running  of  throngh  cars 
over  both  of  said  roads,  but  was  prevented  by  the  occurrence  of  the  war  from  doing  so, 
and  that  this  agreement  and  arrangement  was  made  with  the  view  and  for  the  pnrpoM 
of  complying  with  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  Congress  and  of  securing  said  grant  of 
public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroad*^  in  this  State. 

This  certification  is  made,  that  the  government  being  informed  of  the  facts,  may 
take  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  appropriate  in  the  premises. 

Prior  to  the  receipt  of  this  certificate  it  appears  your  office  had  no 
official  knowledge  of  the  completion  of  any  portion  of  said  road. 

However  during  the  years  1860  and  1861.  all  the  vacant  lands  within 
the  granted  and  indemnily  limits  of  said  grant  from  Oirard  to  Mobile 
were  certified  to  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  said  company,  except  possi- 
bly some  six  hnndred  and  forty  acres,  and  transferred  to  said  company. 
Said  lands  aggregated  504,167.11  acres  but  19,076.42  of  which  were 
opposite  said  stretch  of  eighty-four  miles. 

Both  of  your  said  letters  are  based  on  the  supposition  that  the  com- 
pany is  entitled  only  to  the  quantity  of  lands  earned  by  the  construction 
of  the  road  from  Girard  to  Troy. 

I  concur  in  this  view  of  the  law. 

Said  section  eight,  provides  that  said  company  <*  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  quantity  of  land  earned  by  the  construction  of  its  road  from  Girard 
to  Troy  a  distance  of  eighty -four  miles."  This  I  understand  to  be  a 
legislative  limitation  on  the  grant.  Your  office  has  never  recognized 
the  road  from  Pollard  to  Mobile  as  constructed  under  the  granting  act^ 
and  lia«  frequently  so  reported  to  Congress. 

By  letter  of  March  27,  1882,  transmitted  to  Congress,  your  office 
stated  (H.  Ex.  Doc.,  No.  114, 47th  Cong.,  1st  Sess),  that  unofficial  notice 
of  the  construction  of  eighty-four  miles  had  been  received  and  that 
Commissioner  Drnmmond  had  recommended  the  restoration  of  the  lands 
not  earned,  but  that  the  decision  in  Schulenberg  v.  Harriman  (21  WalU 
44),  prevented  such  action.  By  letter  of  January  11, 1883,  your  office 
reported  to  Congress  that  nothing  had  been  done  in  the  meantime  by 
said  company  looking  to  the  completion  of  the  road  between  Troy  and 
Mobile  (H.  Mis.  Doc,  No.  17,  47th  Cong.,  2nd  Sess).  By  letter  of  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1884,  transmitted  to  Congress,  your  office  stated  that,  "eighty- 
four  miles  of  road,  extending  from  Girard  to  Troy,  have*been  con- 
structed." (S.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  90,  48th  Cong.,  1st  Sess).  These  reports 
were,  prior  to  the  filing  of  the  certificate  of  the  Governor.  Afterwards, 
however,  in  the  annual  report  for  1885,  (pp.  40, 41)  your  office  stated  that 
the  length  of  the  line  of  said  railroad  was  223.6  miles ;  that  fifty-four 
miles  of  the  road  had  been  built  before  the  expiration  of  the  grant ;  that 
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thirty  miles  had  been  built  thereafter ;  and  that  139.6  miles  were  still 
uncompleted.  When  the  bill  was  under  discussion  the  committee  on 
public  lands  submitted  these  same  figures  to  the  House  with  the  addi- 
tional statement  that  the  amount  to  be  forfeited  on  said  line  was  536,064 
acres.  This  latter  figure  represents  exactly  the  amount  of  land  granted 
for  the  portion  of  the  line  south  of  Troy, — 139.G  miles  in  length, — and 
the  statement  showed  that  but  thirty-four  miles  of  the  road  had  been 
built  and  that  the  forfeiture  was  to  operate  on  all  the  remnant  of  the 
line.  (Gong.  Bee.  5l8t  Gong.,  1st  Sess,  Vol.  21,  p.  7976).  In  discussing 
the  section  here  in  question,  with  a  proposed  amendment,  Mr.  Gates  of 
Alabama,  said : 

Mr.  Chainnan,  I  will  state  for  the  informatioD  of  the  House  the  purpose  of  this  amend- 
ment. The  total  amount  of  this  grant  to  that  railroad  company  aggregated  some- 
thing over  900,000  acres.  A  little  over  one-third  of  the  railroad  was  constrncted  or 
completed — eighty- four  miles.  Therefore,  the  road  earned  sometbiug  over  300,000 
acres.  The  company  has  sold  and  conveyed  to  different  parties  about  235,000  or 
240,000  acres. 

They  have  snffiered  a  few  thonsand  acres  also  to  be  sold  by  the  State  for  taxes,  and 
the  lands  sold  for  taxes  were  generally  bought  in  small  bodies  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  or  sometimes  half  a  section,  and  have  been  settled  by  farmers  and  ar& 
being  improved  and  cultivated. 

The  object  of  this  amendment  is  simply  this :  It  requires  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  when  settling  with  this  company  and  allotting  to  them  the  300,000  acre» 
earned  by  constructing  a  part  of  the  road,  to  include  that  amount  of  land  that  they 
have  sold  to  other  parties.  I  do  not  want  those  parties  who  have  purchased  landa 
from  the  compauy  to  be  deprived  of  their  lands,  and  let  the  company  have  other 
lands.  Yon  are  going  to  give  the  company  the  quantity  of  lands  they  have  earned,, 
to  wit,  in  round  numbers  300,000  acres. 

(Ibid.,  7979). 

It  should  be  presumed  that  Congress  acted  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
Grovernor's  certificate ;  in  fact  it  appears  that  a  brief  was  filed  with  the 
proper  committees  of  Congress  in  which  the  certificate  was  set  forth  in 
full.  It  is  inconceivable  that  Congress  would  have  passed  an  act  with- 
out referring  to  these  facts,  confirming  to  the  company  the  vast  body 
of  lands  along  the  line  from  Pollard  to  Mobile,  in  the  face  of  the  state* 
ments  from  the  sources  to  which  it  must  look  for  the  facts,  viz.,  the 
committee,  and  your  office,  that  the  road  had  not  been  constructed 
under  the  granting  act. 

The  authority  of  the  Governor  in  the  premises  is  found  in  the  fourtb 
section  of  the  granting  act,  as  follows : 

That  the  lands  hereby  granted  to  said  State  shall  be  disposed  of  by  said  State  only 
in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say :  That  a  quantity  of  land,  not  exceeding  one- 
hundred  and  twenty  sections  for  each  of  said  roads,  and  included  within  a  continuoua 
length  of  twenty  miles  of  each  of  said  roads,  may  be  sold ;  and  when  the  governor  of 
said  State  shall  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  any  twenty  continnous- 
miles  of  any  of  said  roads  is  completed,  then  another  quantity  of  land  hereby  granted, 
not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections  for  each  of  said  roads  having  twenty 
eontinnons  miles  completed  as  aforesaid,  and  included  within  a  continuous  length  of 
twenty  miles  of  each  of  such  roads,  may  be  sold ;  and  so,  from  time  to  time,  until  said 
roads  are  completed ;  and  if  any  of  said  roads  is  not  completed  within  ten  years  no 
furtber  sale  shall  be  made,  and  the  lands  nnsold  shall  revert  to  the  United  States. 
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While  it  may  be  admitted  that  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  to  the 
fact  of  the  completion  of  twenty  miles  of  the  road,  as  the  same  was  com- 
pleted, would  ordinarily  couclade  the  Department  and  the  courts,  it 
does  not  at  all  follow  that  the  certificate  furnished  in  this  case  was  sach 
as  to  close  the  question  in  issue,  especially  in  Congress.  The  Governor 
certifies  that  a  railroad  was  built,  not  by  the  Mobile  and  Girard  company, 
but  by  the  Mobile  and  Great  Northern  railroad  company,  substantially 
on  the  line  as  located  by  the  former,  <<  under  and  by  an  agreement  and 
arrangement "  with  said  company,  '<  and  this  agreement  and  arrangement 
was  made  with  the  view  and  for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  the  provi- 
sions of  said  act  of  Congress,  and  of  securing  said  grant  of  public  lands 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  in  this  State.^  Here  the  Gov- 
ernor assumes  a  power  not  conferred  by  the  statute.  He  constitutes 
himself  the  judge  of  the  merits  of  an  **  arrangement"  between  the  com- 
panies. In  this  he  exceeded  his  jurisdiction.  The  statute  made  him  the 
judge  of  a  fact,  not  of  the  law.  This  arrangement  and  agreement  has 
never  been  submitted  to  the  Department,  and  even  now,  when  the 
matter  is  here  for  final  executive  action,  the  nature  of  the  agreement  is 
not  disclosed.  The  certificate  has  never  been  acknowledged  as  valid 
by  the  Department  in  reference  to  said  line,  and  the  conclusion  that 
Oongress  ignored  it  is  entirely  in  keeping  with  the  facts  and  the  words 
of  the  forfeiture  act. 

As  to  the  words  of  said  section  eight,  I  am  of  opinion  they  are  in 
harmony  with  this  conclusion,  and  with  no  other. 

If  the  first  section  stood  alone  all  the  lands  certified  opposite  to  said 
eighty-four  miles  would  have  been  confirmed,  as  far  as  this  act  goes,  to 
the  company.  The  eighth  section  makes  an  exception  to  this  and  in- 
stead of  all  the  actual  lands  themselves  so  situated,  gives  the  company 
a  quantity  equal  to  what  they  have  so  earned,  made  up,  if  possible,  of 
those  sold  by  the  company,  but  reserving  from  the  company  the  lands 
opposite  to  said  eighty-four  miles  and  elsewhere  upon  which  there  were 
bona  fide  settlers  on  January  1, 1890.  In  other  words  it  worked  a  partial 
forfeiture  even  opposite  said  stretch  of  road.  Furthermore,  it  reserved 
from  the  company,  in  consideration  of  the  quantity  so  given,  upon  the 
relinquishment  of  the  same,  all  lauds  alon^  the  entire  grant  theretofore 
fiold  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  for  cash  where  the  government 
still  retains  the  purchase  money,  and  all  lands  theretofore  entered  under 
the  pre-emption  or  homestead  laws,  with  the  allowance  or  approval  of 
such  officers  or  claimed  thereunder  as  aforesaid.  Tbis  is  the  object  of 
section  8.  As  sales,  entries  and  settlements  were  not  confined  to  lands 
opposite  to  said  eighty-four  miles,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  conclude 
that  Congress  confirmed  the  grant  from  Pollard  to  Mobile,  without 
me7ition  of  the  same  and  without  similar  restrictions  on  that  line. 

The  facts  and  the  lerms  of  the  act  point  to  one  conclusion,  that  the 
line  from  Girard  to  Troy  must  be  considered  as  the  only  portion  of  said 
road  constructed  under  the  law. 
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Inasmacb  as  the  qaota  of  lands  to  be  allotted  to  the  company  under 
said  section  eight,  is  to  be  made  up,  if  possible,  from  lands  sold  or  other- 
wise disposed  of  by  the  company,  and  '<  shall  not  include  any  lands 
upon  which  there  were  bona  fide  preemptors,  or  homestead  claims  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  arising  or  as- 
serted by  actual  occupation  of  the  land  under  color  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,"  I  have  concluded  that  before  the  allotment  is  made,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  ascertain  what  lands  the  comjiany  has  so  sold,  and 
also  what  tracts  were  covered  by  claims  on  January  1, 1890,  as  aforesaid. 

To  that  end  yon  are  instructed  to  direct  the  local  officers  to  publish  a 
notice  requiring  all  persons  having  such  bona  ^(^pre-emption  or  home- 
stead claims  to  any  of  the  lands  within  said  grant  on  January  I,  1890, 
to  come  forward  within  ninety  days  from  date  of  the  notice,  and  make 
known  their  claims  by  iiling  a  duly  corroborated  affidavit  setting  forth 
in  each  case  the  facts  upon  which  the  claim  is  based  and  the  qualiflca-' 
tions  of  the  claimant. 

You  will  also  call  upon  the  company  to  file  a  statement,  properly  cer- 
tified to,  of  the  lands  sold,  conveyed,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the 
company,  the  date  of  each  sale,  or  disposition  to  be  given  and  the  name  of 
the  transferee. 

The  right  to  select  indemnity  for  lands  relinquished  is  confined  to  the 
indemnity  limits,  and  to  be  exercised  as  nearly  as  practicable  to  the 
constructed  road. 

Purchasers  of  lands  opposite  to  the  unconstructed  road  are  protected 
by  the  third  section  ot  said  act. 

By  your  said  letter  of  November  7,  you  submit  a  letter  from  said  at- 
torneys enclosing  <'  a  certified  copy  of  a  certain  resolution,  adopted  by 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Mobile  and  Girard  railroad  company  on 
October  17, 1890,  accepting  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved September  29,  1890,  and  relinquishing  to  the  United  States  all 
the  company's  interest,  right,  title  and  claims  in  and  to  certain  lands 
covered  by  settlement  and  other  claims." 

You  state  that  the  company  is  required  by  said  section  eight,  to 
accept  the  provisions  of  the  forfeiting  act,  and  also  to  file  a  valid  re- 
linquishment in  favor  of  three  classes  of  persons,  viz : 

1.  Sales  made  by  the  United  Staten  where  the  purchase  money  is  retained,  2,  entries 
permitted  by  the  local  officers,  and  3,  persons  claiming  on  January  I,  1890,  underset- 
tlemenUi  made  under  the  homestead  or  pre-emption  laws. 

As  to  the  first  and  second  classes,  the  lands  covered  thereby  not  haviug  been  certi- 
fied, a  simple  waiver  of  claim  would  release  the  lands  from  any  cloud  that  might  have 
existed,  and  the  title  heretofore  conveyed  upon  such  sales  and  entries,  would  become 
complete. 

As  to  the  third  class,  viz.,  those  covered  by  settlements  the  title  is  outstanding  in 
the  company  under  the  certifications  heretofore  made,  and  unless  the  lands  are  re- 
conveyed,  or  the  title  set  aside  by  due  process  of  law,  I  cannot  see  how  such  claims 
are  to  be  allowed  to  "  be  perfected  as  provided  by  law,"  as  provided  for  in  said  section 
eight. 

The  paper  filed  purports  to  be  a  certified  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad  company,  but,  upon  this  fact,  there 
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might  be  some  doabt  as  the  person  signing  the  certificate,  merely  signs  himself 
*'  Secr'y." 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  any  relinqnishment  filed  should  be  authorized  by  a  reso- 
lation  of  the  board  of  directors^  but  executed  by  the  president  of  the  compan3%  certi- 
fied to  by  the  Secretary  of  the  company,  and  duly  acknowledged. 

Subsequently  to  the  date  of  your  letter  said  company  filed  a  copy  of 
resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  its  board  of  directors  held  at  Colum- 
bus, Georgia,  on  December  8, 1890,  wherein  the  resolution  referred  to 
in  your  letter  was  recited  aud  the  president  of  the  company  was  author- 
ized to  execute  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  company  a  formal  relin- 
quishment of  all  the  company's  interest  '^  In  and  to  all  the  lands  re- 
quired to  be  relinquished  to  the  United  States  by  said  act."  At  the 
same  time  there  was  filed  a  relinquishment  executed  as  it  was  said,  in 
pursuance  of  said  resolution.  Upon  the  suggestion  of  certain  informal- 
ities in  said  resolutions  and  in  the  execution  of  the  relinquishment  the 
company  filed  another  relinquishment,  dated  January  26,  1891,  in  ac- 
cordance with  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  held  on  January  15, 
1891,  at  Girard,  Alabama. 

By  the  resolution  authorizing  the  execution  of  this  last  instrument 
the  action  of  said  board  of  October  17, 1890,  accepting  the  terms  and  con  - 
ditions  of  said  act  wa«  ^<  adopted,  ratified,  and  confirmed  as  valid  and 
binding  acts  and  (jleeds  of  this  company  from  the  day  of  the  date  thereof," 
the  action  of  said  board  at  the  meeting  of  December  8,  1890,  was  also 
ratified  and  confirmed,  the  relinquishment  executed  by  the  president  of 
said  company  on  December  8,  1890,  was  approved,  ratified  and  con- 
firmed, and  as  it  was  said  "'^  out  of  abundant  caution  and  as  an  evidence 
of  its  good  faith  towards  the  United  States,"  the  provisions  of  said  act 
were  then  again  accepted  and  the  president  was  authorized  to  execute 
and  file  another  relinquishment. 

The  papers  now  presented  seem  to  be  regular  and  sufficient  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  declaration  of  acceptance  by  the 
company  of  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  September  29,  1890,  is  full  and 
positive  and  the  relinquishment  presented  will  be  received  as  re-invest* 
ing  in  the  United  States  the  title  to  all  the  lands  required  by  said  act 
to  be  by  said  company  relinquished  and  as  thus  furnishing  the  basis 
for  further  action  in  the  adjustment  of  said  company's  claims.  This 
action  will  not,  however,  be  held  as  waiving  any  objection  to  the  valid- 
ity or  the  sufficiency  of  said  instrument,  not  apparent  upon  the  face 
thereof,  that  may  hereafter  appear  or  be  presented. 

The  title  having  been  reconveyed  there  no  longer  exists  any  obstacle 
to  proceedings  on  the  part  of  claimants  for  these  lands  for  perfecting 
title  thereto  and  you  will  direct  the  local  officers  to  immediately  give 
notice  to  that  effect  and  that  proof  in  support  of  such  claims  should  be 
submitted  at  once. 

Herewith  are  returned  the  papers  accompanying  your  letter  of 
November  7, 1889,  and  such  papers  as  have  been  filed  in  connection 
therewith. 
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MINBBAL  ENTRY— ORDER  OF  CANCELLATION-TRAKSFERKE. 

San  Juan  Placer. 

9 

A  mineral  entry  allowed  by  the  local  office  should  not  be  canceled  for  the  failure  of 
the  entryman  to  famish  additional  proof,  called  for  by  tlie  General  Land  Office, 
unless  the  record  shows  affirmatively  that  due  notice  of  such  requirement  was 
given  the  entryman. 

A  transferee,  holding  under  an  entry  thas  canceled,  is  entitled  to  a  re-instatemeut  of 
the  entry,  if  it  appears  that  notice  of  the  additional  requirements,  and  of  the 
order  of  cancellation,  was  not  duly  given  ;  and  on  such  re-instatemeut  au  oppor- 
tunity may  be  accorded  said  transferee  to  show  the  facts  with  respect  to  the  en- 
tryman's  compliance  with  law. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  February 

6,  1891. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  Ward  0.  Pike  from  tbe  action  of  your  oflBice  re- 
fusing his  application  for  the  recall  of  au  order  canceling  mineral  entry 
Ko.  34,  for  the  San  Juan  Placer  claim,  embracing  the  W.  J  of  W.  ^ 
of  SE.  i  of  SE.  J,  E.  i  of  SW.  i  of  SB.  J,  and  the  E.  J  of  NW.  i  of  SE. 
i  of  Sec.  22,  T.  2  N.,  R.  14  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  Stockton,  California. 

Said  entry  was  made  April  21,  1873,  by  William  Wiggins,  John  R. 
Comfort,  Leon  Bullier  and  E.  McMichael.  By  letters  to  the  local  office, 
dated  April  23,  1875,  August  15,  1877,  and  February  16,  1881,  your 
office  required  the  entrymen  to  furnish  proof  of  the  posting  of  the  San 
Juan  application  and  diagram  on  the  land,  of  the  non-existence  of 
known  lodes  thereon  and  of  continued  peaceable  possession. 

The  evidence  thus  required  not  having  been  produced,  your  office,  by 
letter  of  May  28, 1887.,  required  the  entrymen  <*  to  elect  within  thirty 
days  from  notice  whether  they  will  furnish  the  additional  proof  called 
for  in  said  letter,  or  rely  upon  the  proof  submitted. " 

No  response  was  made  to  this  letter,  and  on  September  2, 1887,  your 
office  held  said  entry  for  cancellation  for  failure  to  furnish  the  required 
proof.  No  appeal  being  taken  from  this  action,  the  entry  was  canceled 
by  your  office  on  December  12, 1887.  Subsequent  to  such  cancellation, 
the  land  in  question  was,  as  stated  by  your  office,  "  relocated  under  the 
name  of  the.Crystal  Spring  Gravel  Placer,  by  F.  E.  McTarnahan  6^  aL, 
who  filed  their  application  for  patent  for  the  same,  and  on  May  23, 1888, 
made  entry  therefor.  ^ 

On  April  24,  1889,  Pike  filed  said  application,  wherein  he  sets  out 
that  in  1881  and  1882  he  bought  the  interests  of  entrymen,  McMichael 
and  Comfort  and  of  one  Zanetta  in  the  San  Juan  entry,  that,  being 
advised  by  counsel  that  the  San  Juan  entrymen  having  paid  the  govern- 
ment price  for  the  land  his  rights  could  not  be  aflTected  by  the  Crystal 
Spring  entry,  he  did  not  **  adverse"  such  application,  that  his  grantors 
expended  some  six  thousand  dollars  in  working  the  claim,  that  he  has 
lived  on  the  land  for  fifteen  years  and  placed  a  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  improvements  thereon,  that  he  has  been  without  notice  of  the 
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said  reqairements  ofyoar  office,  and  that  if  accorded  an  opportanity 
be  can  establish  a  compliance  with  the  law  by  the  San  Juan  entrymen* 

By  decision,  dated  June  8, 1889,  adhered  to  July  6, 1889,  after  consid- 
ing  Pike's  additional  affidavit,  filed  June  13,  1889,  your  office  denied 
said  petition. 

The  appeal  here,  filed  August  17, 1889,  is  from  this  action. 

It  is  not  shown  by  the  papers  before  me  or  by  the  records  of  your 
office  whether  or  not  the  San  Juan  entrymen  had  notice  of  your  said 
office  letters  of  April  23, 1875,  and  August  15, 1877.  By  a  letter  dated 
Sonora,  California,  May  5, 1882,  Messrs.  Street  and  Street,  who  signed 
as  attorneys  for  applicants,  made  inquiries  concerning  the  San  Juan 
patent  to  which  your  office,  on  May  17, 1882,  replied  and  enclosed  a 
copy  of  said  letter  of  February  16, 1881.  Pike,  in  a  protest  (filed  pend- 
ing his  appeal)  against  the  Crystal  Spring  entry,  swears  that  he  <<  ver- 
ily believes  that  said  Street  and  Street  were  never  employed  by  any  of 
the  said  entrymen,  Wiggins  and  others,  to  write  said  letter." 

Ifotice  of  said  letters  of  May  28,  and  September  2,  1887,  was  sent  to 
the  San  Juan  entrymen  by  registered  mail,  but  returned  undelivered. 
It  does  not,  however,  appear  by  the  present  record,  or  the  files  of  your 
office,  whether  or  not  they  (San  Juan  entrymen)  were  notified  of  the 
letter  of  December  12, 1887,  canceling  their  entry. 

Thus,  it  appears  that  notice  to  the  San  Juan  entrymen  of  the  said 
proceedings  by  your  office  is  not  affirmatively  shown.  It  would  there- 
fore seem  that  such  entry  has  been  improperly  canceled.  Pearce  v, 
WoUscheid,  10  L.  D.,  678. 

As  said  notice  can  not  be  presumed,  the  same  should,  I  think,  be 
made  the  subject  of  further  inquiry,  to  the  end  that  the  status  of  the 
San  Juan  entry  can  be  properly  determined.  If  it  should  appear  that 
the  San  Juan  entrymen  were  without  such  notice,  their  said  entry 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  reinstated  and  the  applicant.  Pike,  aocorded 
an  opportunity  to  prove  their  compliance  with  the  law. 

You  will  therefore  direct  that  a  hearing  be  duly  had,  after  notice  to 
the  Crystal  Spring  claimants,  to  determine  the  question  of  said  notice 
to  the  San  Juan  entrymen.  At  the  hearing  thus  ordered  you  will  also 
direct  that  testimony  be  submitted  touching  the  allegations  contained 
in  Pike's  said  application  to  re-instate  his  entry,  and  also  in  his  protest, 
filed  pending  the  appeal  here,  against  the  Crystal  Spring  entry. 

Upon  the  evidence  thus  adduced,  if  it  is  shown  that  no  notice  of 
the  requirement  for  further  proof  nor  of  the  cancellation  was  duly  given, 
you  will  re-adjudicate  the  case.  Pending  the  said  investigation  the 
Crystal  Spring  entry  will  stand  suspended. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  modified  accordingly. 
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,  PRICE  OP  L,AND  WITHIN  RAILROAD  LIMITS. 

William  D.  Baker. 

Odd  sections,  or  parts  of  snch  sections,  within  tbe  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  that  are  excepted  from  the  grant  by  exist- 
ing entries,  are  properly  sabject  to  disposal  only  at  the  double  minimum  price^ 
if  such  entries  are  subsequently  canceled. 

Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Yantis,  8  L.  D.,  58,  overruled. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Febru- 
ary 6,  1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  September  30,  1890,  trans- 
mitting for  my  consideration  and  action  the  application  of  William  D. 
Baker  for  repayment  of  double  minimum  excess,  paid  by  him  April  4, 
1890,  for  the  SB.  i  Sec.  25,  T.  18  K,  R.  6  W.,  Seattle,  Washington, 
containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  said  tract  is  within  the  primary  limits 
of  the  grant  to  the  ilTorthern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  was  ex- 
cepted from  the  operation  of  said  grant  by  reason  of  the  homestead 
entry  No.  1644  existing  at  date  of  definite  location,  and  which  was  sub- 
sequently canceled. 

It  is  claimed  that  this  land  was  single  minimum  land  at  the  date  of 
the  purchase,  under  the  ruling  of  the  Department,  in  the  case  of  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Yantis  (8  L.  D.,  58),  and  that  the  ex« 
cess  was  therefore  erroneously  charged  and  repayment  should  be  made 
nnder  the  act  of  June  16,  1880  (21  Stat.,  287),  which  provides  that  in 
all  cases  where  parties  have  paid  the  double  minimum  price  for  land 
which  has  afterwards  been  found  not  to  be  within  the  limits  of  a  rail- 
road grant,  the  excess  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  shall 
be  paid  to  the  purchaser  thereof  or  his  heirs  or  assigns. 

The  construction  given  said  act,  relative  to  excess  payments  of  Iscnds 
supposed  to  be  within  the  limits  of  railroad  grants,  is  that  when  a  pur- 
chaser has  been  charged  the  double  minimum  price  for  lands  supposed 
to  be  subject  to  said  price  by  reason  of  being  within  the  limits  of  a 
railroad  grant,  and  it  is  subsequently  determined  that  at  the  date  of 
purchase  the  lands  were  not  subject  to  the  double  minimum,  it  is  the 
same  as  if  the  lands  were  supposed  at  date  of  purchase  to  be  within  the 
limits  of  a  railroad  grant,  and  were  afterwards  found  to  be  outside  of 
said  limits.  The  act  is  remedial,  and  should  be  liberally  coustraed. 
Dnthan  B.  Snody,  1  L.  D.,  532 ;  Thomas  Kearney,  7  L.  D.,  29 ;  Jacob 
A.  Gilford,  8  L.  D.,  583.  See  also  letter  of  May  29, 1889,  Vol.  79,  L. 
&  B.,  page  23& 

Thereforei  the  material  question  in  this  case  is,  whether  the  land  was 
single  minimum  at  the  date  of  purchase. 

In  the  case  of  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Yantis,  8  L.  D., 
58,  it  was  held  that  the  increase  in  price  to  double  minimum  of  lands 
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within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  l^orthern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany is  expressly  limited  by  the  terms  of  the  grant  to  the  "  reserved 
alternate  sections,"  which  in  this  grant  are  the  even  sections,  and  snch 
increase  of  price  does  not  extend  to  an  odd  numbered  section  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

The  decision  in  the  Yantis  case  was  not  upon  the  qnestion  of  repay- 
ment, bat  upon  the  right  to  amend  a  homestead  entry  within  railroad 
limits,  where  the  amount  originally  applied  for  was  improperly  re- 
stricted by  the  local  officers.  It,  however,*  expressly  decided  that  the 
odd  sectiohs  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Bail- 
road  Company  are  single  minimum  lands,  for  the  reason  that  the  grant 
to  said  road  expressly  limited  the  increase  in  price  to  the  >' reserved 
alternate  sections,"  which  relates  solely  to  the  even  sections.  Under 
this  construction  of  the  grant,  the  land  in  controversy  would  be  classed 
as  single  minimum,  and  under  the  rulings  of  the  Department  Baker 
would  be  entitled  to  repayment. 

A  careful  consideration  of  this  question  has  led  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  doctrine  announced  in  the  Yantis  case  is  not  a  true  construc- 
tion of  the  act,  and  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  decisions  of  the  De- 
partment upon  that  subject. 

The  3d  section  of  the  act  of  July  2, 186i  (13  Stat.,  365),  granted,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  this  road,  every  alternate  section  of  public 
land  not  mineral,  designated  by  odd  numbers,  within  the  limits  therein 
described,  to  which  the  United  States  have  full  title,  not  reserved,  sold, 
granted,  or  otherwise  appropriated,  and  free  from  pre-emption  or  other 
claims  or  rights  at  the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed. 

The  Gth  section  of  the  granting  act  directed  that  the  land  should  be 
surveyed  for  forty  miles  in  width  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  that 
the  *'  odd  sections  hereby  granted  shall  not  be  liable  to  8ale,^etc.,  but 
that  the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws  should  be  extended  to  all 
other  lands  on  the  line  of  said  road  when  surveyed,  "  excepting  those 
hereby  granted  to  said  company.  And  the  reserved  alternate  sections 
shall  not  be  sold  by  the  government  at  a  price  less  than  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  acre  when  offered  for  sale." 

While,  strictly  speaking,  the  even  sections  are  the  alternates  of  the 
odd  sections,  yet,  when  we  consider  the  act  in  all  its  parts,  it  is  appar- 
ent that  the  term  *'  reserved  alternate  sections "  was  intended  to 
embrace  all  sections  or  parts  of  sections  not  granted  to  which  the  pre- 
emption and  homestead  laws  were  extended,  saving  only  the  rights  of 
settlers  whose  settlements  were  made  prior  to  withdrawal.  This  is 
evidently  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  the  act,  the  obvious  purpose  of 
which  was  that  all  sections  or  parts  of  sections  not  granted  and  ex- 
cepted from  the  operation  of  the  grant  from  any  cause  whatever  should, 
if  subject  to  the  pre-emption  or  homestead  laws,  be  sold  at  the  enhanced 
value  by  reason  of  their  proximity  to  the  road.  There  could  have  been 
no  purpose  in  selling  an  even  section  for  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
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acre,  and  the  ac|joimQg  odd  seotiou  for  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre,  simply  because  one  was  an  even  section  and  the  other  an  odd 
section. 

A  settler  on  part  of  an  odd  section  prior  to  and  at  date  of  withdrawal 
acquired  a  right  to  take  that  land  as  single  minimnm^  for  the  reason 
that  his  rights  were  acquired  before  the  lands  were  raised.  As  to  those 
settlers,  the  odd  sections  settled  upon  and  excepted  from  the  grant  were 
not  raised,  but  when  that  settlement  was  abandoned  and  the  land  be- 
came subject  to  the  settlement  and  entry  of  any  other  settler,  it  took 
the  character  of  an  even  section,  and  for  all  purposes  contemplated  by 
the  grant  it  was  a  <<  reserved  alternate  section." 

The  even  sections  were  not  reserved  in  the  sense  that  that  term  is 
usually  applied  in  speaking  of  the  reservation  of  public  lands,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  grant  expressly  declared  that  these  sections,  in  com- 
mon with  the  odd  sections  excepted  from  the  grant,  should  be  subject 
to  settlement  and  entry,  under  the  settlement  laws. 

Therefore  the  words  ^'  reserved  alternate  sections"  mean  those  <'  sec- 
tions and  parts  of  sections  which  remain  to  the  United  States,"  this 
being  the  language  generally  used  in  other  grants  to  indicate  what 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  shall  not  be  sold  for  less  than  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  which  include  all  lands  remaining  to 
the  government  within  said  limits  subject  to  sale  under  the  public  land 
laws.  Clark  v.  l^orthem  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  3  L.  D.,  158 ;  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  5  L.  D.,  269. 

Not  only  does  this  seem  to  be  the  true  and  only  reasonable  construc- 
tion of  the  act,  but  such  construction  had  previously  been  given  to  that 
grant  by  the  Department  in  the  case  of  Clark  v.  Northern  Pacific  Bail- 
road  Company,  supra. 

The  question  as  to  the  price  of  odd  sections  within  the  granted  limits 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  and  excepted  from  said 
grant  was  directly  involved  in  the  case  last  cited.  In  that  case  the 
Secretary  held  that  it  is 

entirely  conHonant  to  reason  and  good  oonstraction,.  where  a  grant  is  made  declaring 
that  the  alternate  even  sections  reserved  to  the  United  States  shall  not  be  sold  for 
lees  than  $*i.&0  per  acre,  with  added  provisions  excepting  oat  of  the  grant  such  odd 
sections  as  may  fortuitously  happen  to  be  found  in  certain  designated  conditions, 
without  mentioning  the  terms  upon  which  such  odd  sections  shall  be  disposed  of,  to 
hold  that  as  the  Department  is  constructively  authorized  to  treat  them  as  public 
lands  in  the  same  category  as  the  even  sections,  and  to  dispose  of  tliem  in  the  same, 
manner,  they  should  bear  the  same  price. 

Then,  after  observing  that  it  could  not  have  been  the  intent  of  Con- 
gress to  fix  a  different  price  for  lands  lying  side  by  side  and  governed 
by  the  same  law  as  to  disposal  merely  from  the  fact  that  one  was  desig- 
nated as  an  odd  and  the  other  as  an  even  section,  he  concludes : 

I  accordingly  decide  that  the  law  should  be  so  construed,  and  direct  that,  for 
future  disposal  within  railroad  limits,  where  the  statute  requires  the  double-minimum 
to  be  paid  for  the  alternate  sections  yon  hold  all  the  lands  at  such  price,  thus  pro- 
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duciDg  perfect  anifonnity  in  all  respects  as  to  the  tracts  in  the  same  circnmstanoesy' 
observing,  of  course,  the  right  of  settlers  hefore  withdrawal  to  pay  at  the  minimom 
price  as  provided  by  law. 

This  case  was  not  referred  to  io  the  Yantis  case,  although  the  raling 
in  the  one  case  was  directly  contrary  to  the  other,  and  I  can  not  believe 
sach  raling  woald  have  been  made,  if  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
case  of  Clark. 

Being  satisfied  that  the  construction  given  to  the  act  by  the  Secre- 
tary in  the  case  of  Clark  v.  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  is  the 
true  construction,  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Yantis  v.  Northern  Pacific 
Eailroad  Company  is  overruled. 

It  follows  that  the  land  entered  by  Baker  is  double  minimum  land, 
and  the  application  for  repayment  should  therefore  be  refused. 


PBB-BMPTION  ENTRY— REP ATMBNT. 

Martin  Reynolds. 

Eepayment  can  not  he  allowed  where  a  pre-emption  entry  is  canceled  on  account  of 
the  false  testimony  of  the  claimant. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  February  5,  1891. 

On  April  27, 1883,  Martin  Reynolds  filed  his  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  l^o.  3808,  tor  the  B.  J  KE.  J  and  SW.  \  of  NE.  i,  Sec  12,  T. 
113,  K.  60  Huron  land  district,  South  Dakota. 

November  10, 1883,  he  offered  final  proof  and  cash  certificate  No. 
5589  was  issued  to  him  for  the  land. 

In  September,  1884,  Joel  B.  Shelton,  initiated  contest  against  said 
entry  alleging  that  it  was  perfected  through  fraud  and  in  violation  of 
law,  as  Beynolds  had,  on  June  29, 1882,  filed  his  pre-emption  declara- 
tory statement  for  the  NB.  |,  Sec.  17,  T.  112,  B.  60,  Mitchell  series,  and 
thereby  exhausted  his  pre-emption  right 

Hearing  wUs  duly  ordered  and  had  and  the  local  ofilce  found  in  favor 
of  coutestant  and  recommended  the  cancellation  of  jbhe  entpry. 

lieynoldp  appealed^  and  ttie  actioijL  of  the  local  ofipce  was  approve^, 
by  your  office  and,  on  a  pecond  appeal,  ijras  finally  affirmed  by:th,is  P,e- 
•partment,  on  April  12,  1888,  ^helton  v.  Reynolds  ifi  L.  D.,  617). 

June  26, 1889,  Reynolds,  ^  eutryman,  and  oqe  F.  T.  Day,  as  mortgar 
gee  and  holder  of  a  tax  deed,  filed  ^  ioint  application  for  the  repayment 
of  the  purchase  money. 

September  23,  1889,  your  office  rcgected  this  application  on  the  ground 
that  Beynolds  In  his  pre-emption  affidavit  swore  he  never  had  the  ben- 
efit of  any  right  under  section  2259,  Revised  Statutes )  and  that  in  his 
final  proof  to  the  question — "  Have  you  ever  made  a  pre-emption  filing 
or  entry  of  land  other  than  that  you  now  seek  to  enter  1"  he  answered. 

V  .....  f 
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"No,''  and  thereby  forfeited  under  the  provisions  ot  section  2262,  the 
money  he  may  have  paid  for  such  land. 

Beynolds  alone  appealed,  and  accompanying  his  appeal,  he  filed  his 
own  uncorroborated  affidavit  together  with  the  uncorroborated  affidavit 
of  his  present  attorney  for  the  purpose  of  showing  his  good  faith  in  the 
premises. 

At  the  hearing  in  the  case  of  Shelton  v.  Beynolds,  supra^  claimant's 
former  attorney  testified  in  1882  that  he  prepared  for  Beynolds  his  de- 
claratory statement,  which,  having  been  duly  executed,  was  by  him,  the 
attorney,  sent  to  the  Mitchell  office,  where  it  went  of  record  as  declara- 
tory statement  No.  18,675,  and  the  receipt  therefor  was  shortly  after  re- 
turned to  him ;  that  he  delivered  the  same  to  Beynolds ;  that  soon  af- 
terwards Beynolds  came  to  him  and  stated  that  he  was  going  up  on  the 
Northern  Pacific  Bailroad,  and  that  he  had  sold  his  claim  to  one  Doctor 
Bullard,  and  asked  him  (the  attorney)  to  make  out  the  necessary  pa- 
pers ;  that  he  drew  a  relinquishment  and  retained  the  same  in  his  pos- 
session until  Beynolds  and  Bullard  com  pleted  their  trade ;  that  after- 
wards Beynolds  went  away,  and  some  time  later  returned  from  up  north, 
and  upon  his  said  return  told  witness  that ''  Bullard  had  beat  him  out 
of  his  claim." 

Beynolds,  ou  the  other  hand,  testified  that  after  making  his  declara- 
tory statement,  he  frequently  called  on  his  attorney  to  learn  if  said  de- 
claratory statement  had  been  filed  in  the  local  office,  and  was  each  time 
told  that  nothing  had  been  heard  from  it,  and  that  as  soon  as  it  was  re- 
corded he  would  hear  from  it;  that  about  July  28, 1882,  his  attorney 
stated  that  he  did  not  think  the  declaratory  statement  had  gone  of  record 
and  that  it  probably  would  not  until  the  land  office  had  gone  to  Huron ; 
that  in  about  two  months  claimant  told  his  said  attorney  to  stop  the 
filing  and  not  let  it  go  through  ;  that  he  did  not  want  to  lose  his  right 
and  would  not  be  there,  as  he  was  out  of  money  and  could  not  wait 
until  the  Huron  office  should  open ;  that  in  August  he  went  to  the 
northern  part  of  the  Territory,  and  afterwards  to  Illinois,  and  in  short 
that  he  had  acted  in  good  faith  throughout,  believing  that  he  had  not 
exercised  his  pre-emption  right  and  that  he  was  therefore  entitled  to 
make  a  second  declaratory  statement  as  he  did  and  to  have  the  benefit 

of  the  same. 
In  his  uncorroborated  affidavit  Beynolds  alleges — 

That  the  relinqaifihment  to  which  my  name  is  signed  by  me,  and  acknowledged 
Jaly  31,  1682,  was  so  made  and  signed  ....  without  my  knqwing  what  it  was, 
nor  the  nature  of  it.  That  my  attorney  presented  ....  certain  papers  for  me 
to  aign  which  he  said  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  sign  to  get  a  filing  to  record ; 
that  I  signed  whatever  he  presented  to  me,  that  I  never  knew  until  years  after- 
wards that  I  had  signed  and  acknowledged  a  relinquishment  on  the  N£.  ^,Sec.  17, 
T.  112  N.,  R.  60  W.,  until  years  after.  That  when  I  made  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  on  (the)  K.  i  NW.i,  and  SW.  i  N£.  i,  Sec.  12,  T.  113  N.,  R.  60  W.  I  was 
informed  and  honestly  believed  that  I  had  never  had  the  benefit  of  a  preemption 
right;  I  honestly  believed  that  the  declaratory  statement  on  the  NE.  ^  Sec.  17, 
T.  112  W.,  R.  60  W.,  had  never  gone  to  record  and  had  never  been  received  by  the 


132  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

land  ofiQceiB,  I  was  informed  of  this  by  the  plat  olerk  of  the  Huron  land  office  in  the 
spring  of  1883,  befoie  I  made  pre-emption  on  said  last  quarter  and  got  an  abstract 
from  the  Huron  land  office,  showing  such  to  be  the  case.  That  in  making  said  de- 
claratory statement  I  believed  I  was  stating  the  truth  and  not  committing  peijnry 
and  I  make  these  statements  as  a  reason  for  the  refunding  to  me  of  the  |150,  purchase 
money  paid  for  said  one  hnndred  and  twenty  acre  tract ;  that  I  was  then  an  ignorant 
man  as  to  the  land  laws  and  relied  entirely  on  what  was  told  to  me  by  my  attorney 
and  the  land  officers.  ...  I  neyor  knew  until  in  the  year  1885,  that  my  (first) 
declaratory  statement  •  #  .  had  been  accepted  by  the  Mitchell  land  office  and 
gone  to  record,  but  on  the  contrary  I  was  informed  by  my  attorney  it  had  never  been 
accepted    .     .         .    and  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  depend  on  his  representations. 

Upon  review  of  the  record  herein,  I  find  that  claimant  has  not  acted 
in  good  faith,  that  his  stsitemeuts  are  contradictory  and  can  not  be  ac- 
cepted to  disprove  the  record  evidence  in  the  case  which  sufficiently 
shows  that  he  testified  falsely  in  makiug  his  final  proof  and  thereby  for- 
feited the  money  which  he  paid  for  the  land  covered  by  his  second  filing 
and  entry     John  Carson  (9  L.  D.,  160). 

The  alleged  mortgagee  did  not  appeal  from  the  decision  of  your  offlcOi 
nor  does  it  appear  from  any  record  in  this  case  that  his  mortgage  was 
foreclosed  either  before  or  since  the  entry  was  held  for  cancellation. 

I  am  convinced  there  was  no  error  in  the  decision  appealed  from  and 
the  same  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTRY— ALIENATION. 

James  G.  Kane. 

Where  one  alienates  a  portion  of  the  land  covered  by  his  cash  certificate,  before  pat- 
ent issnes,  he  does  so  at  his  peril,  for  if  the  reviewing  officers  subsequently  find 
the  final  proof  so  unsatisfactory  that  it  must  be  whoUy  rejected  and  new  proof  re^ 
quired,  he  can  not  then  truthfully  make  the  affidavit  required  by  section  itiQi,  B. 
S.,  and  his  entry  must  in  consequence  be  canceled. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  February  6,  1891 

On  March  25,  1884,  James  0.  Kane  made  homestead  entry  of  the  S. 
i  SE.  i  Sec.  30,  and  N.  J  NE  J  Sec.  31,  T.  4  K,  R.  29  W.,  McCook,  Ne- 
braska. He  made  commatation  proof  April  3, 1885,  and  final  certificate 
duly  issued. 

Oq  March  3,  1888,  your  office  suspended  his  cash  entry  and  rejected 
the  final  proof  offered  in  support  thereof  and  allowed  the  en  try  man  to 
submit  new  proof  during  the  lifetime  of  the  entry.  Kane  appealed, 
and  on  March  29,  1889,  this  Department  affirmed  the  action  of  your 
office,  and  held  that  the  proof  then  submitted  was  not  satisfactory,  in 
failing  to  show  that  he  established  and  maintained  a  residence  in  good 
faith  upon  the  land. 

On  October  31,  1889,  he  submitted  new  proof,  in  pursuance  of  the 
requirement  above  set  out.    By  your  office  letter  of  November  20, 1889, 
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700  reject  the  same  and  hold  hia  homestead  entry  for  cancellatioD.   He 
again  appeals  to  this  Department. 

His  new  proof  shows  additional  improvements,  consisting  of  a  new 
house,  stable,  and  ten  acres  of  breaking,  valaed  at  $120;  that  he  re- 
established his  residence  on  the  land  April  20,  1889,  and  continnonsly 
resided  thereon.  But  the  ptoof  shows  that  he  traded  eighty  acres  of 
the  land  for  other  land  in  1885. 

The  proof  submitted  on  April  3, 1885,  having  been  rejected,  proof  de 
novo  was  required.  Although  the  cash  certificate  was  issued  upon  the 
proof,  yet  claimant  was  required  to  make  new  proof,  and  the  first  hav- 
ing been  held  for  naught,  it  was  the  same  as  if  no  proof  had  been  sub- 
mitted. Before  the  new  proof  \f  as  submitted,  he  had'  alienated  a  part 
of  the  land,  and  was  therefore  unable  to  make  the  affidavit  which  is 
expressly  required  by  section  2291 — "  that  no  part  of  said  land  has 
been  alienated,  except  as  provided  in  section  twenty-two  hundred  and 
eighty-eight." 

This  is  such  an  act  as  can  not  be  cured,  however  well  he  may  have 
complied  with  the  law  in  other  respects ;  nor  will  the  fact  of  the  issu- 
ance of  his  final  certificate  protect  him,  for  it  was  given  upon  proof 
which  was  afterwards  deemed  unsatisfactory,  and  new  proof  was 
required.  A  purchaser  of  land  on  the  faith  of  a  cash  certificate  takes 
an  equity  only,  and  is  charged  with  notice  of  all  defects  in  the  title. 
(Richardson  v,  Moore,  10  L.  D.,  415).  And  where  one  alienates  a  por- 
tion of  the  land  covered  by  his  cash  certificate,  before  patent  issues,  he 
does  so  at  his  own  peril,  and  if  the  reviewing  officers  subsequently  find 
that  the  proof  is  so  unsatisfactory  that  it  must  be  wholly  rejected  and 
new  proof  required,  he  can  not  then  truthfully  make  the  affidavit 
required  by  section  2291,  and  the  entry  must  necessarily  be  canceled. 

For  the  reasons  above  given,  your  decision  is  affirmed,  and  the  cash 
entry  held  for  canceUation. 


BATLBOAD  GRANT— DEFrNTTB  LOCATION— ACT  OF  JULY  86,  1866. 
OALIFOEmA  AND  QEEGON  E.  E.  Co.  V.  PiCKABD. 

The  right  of  the  company  under  the  grant  of  July  25,  1866,  attaches  to  the  granted 
sections  when  the  map  designating  the  line  of  road  is  filed  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  and  accepted  by  that  officer. 

Secretary  Nohle  to  the  Oammiaaioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Feb' 

ruary  6,  1891. 

In  the  case  of  the  Oregon  and  California  E.  E.  Co.  v.  George  Pick- 
ard,  said  company  appeals  from  your  office  decision  of  July  12, 1889,  re- 
jecting its  claim  to  the  NE.  J,  Sec.  21,  T.  2  S.,  E.  6.  E.,  Oregon  City, 
Oregon. 

Said  tract  is  "within  the  twenty  mile  granted  limits"  of  the  grant  to 
the  appellant,  act  July  25,1866(14  Stats.,  239),  and  also  within  the 
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limits  of  the  withdrawal  of  November  13, 1870,  for  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  company. 

Ifwas  embraced  in  the  homestead  entry  of  Lorenzo  D.  Gross,  made 
January  12, 1870,  and  canceled  September  19, 1883. 

On  October  1, 1883,  Joseph  Weber  made  homestead  entry  for  the 
land.  Both  Weber  and  wife  subsequently  -died  leaving  a  minor  child, 
whose  guardian  conveyed  the  land  to  Pickard  under  section  2292,  E.  S. 

By  the  decision  appealed  from,  your  office  found  that  the  appellant's 
rights  ''attached  in  this  vicinity''  on  January  29, 1870,  and  that  the 
land,  being  then  covered  by  the  Cross  entry,  was  excepted  from  the 
operation  of  its  grant  and  subject  to  entry  by  Weber. 

The  appeal  here  is  based  upon  the  allegation  that  your  office  erred  in 
finding  that  the  appellant's  rights  attached  as  aforesaid  on  January  29, 
1870. 

In  support  of  this  allegation  it  is  set  out  that  the  records  of  your  office 
show  that  the  map  of  the  survey  of  the  appellant's  road  opposite  the 
land  was  filed  in  your  office  October  29,  1869,  that  the  same  was 
transmitted  to  the  Department  November  4,  1869,  and  returned  with 
the  approval  of  the  Secretary  (Cox)  January  29,  1870. 

Section  2  of  the  act  of  July,  1866,  supra^  after  describing  the  extent 
of  the  grant  to  the  appellant  provides  that  upon  filing  ^^  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  a  map  of  the  survey  of  said  railroad,  or 
any  portion  thereof,  not  less  than  sixty  continuous  miles  from  either 
terminus,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  withdraw  from  8ale  public 
lands  herein  granted  on  each  side  of  said  railroad,  so  far  as  located  and 
within  the  limits  before  specified." 

Counsel  insist  that  under  this  provision  the  rights  of  the  appellant 
attached  to  the  lauds  designated  by  said  map  showing  some  sixty-one 
miles  of  its  route  on  October  29,  1809,  when  the  same  was  filed  and  not 
as  held  by  your  office  on  January  29,  1870,  the  date  of  its  approval  by 
this  Department. 

This  contention  is,  I  think,  disposed  of  adversely  to  the  appellant  by 
the  decision  of  the  Department  in  the  somewhat  similar  case  of  Prinde- 
ville  V.  Dubuque  and  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (10  L.  D.,  575). 

In  that  case  the  Department  declared  that  in  1882  the  supreme  court 
in  the  case  of  Van  Wyck  v.  Knevals  (100  U.  S.,  360),  held  that  the  right 
of  a  land-grant  company  attached  to  its  granted  lands  when  a  map 
designating  its  line  of  road  is  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
<<  and  accepted  by  that  officer." 

This  ruling  the  Department  further  declared  to  be  a  modification  of 
its  decision  of  November  30, 1875,  in  the  case  of  Swift  v.  California  and 
Oregon  R.  R.  Co.,  (2  C.  L.  L.,  733)  upon  which  counsel  rely. 

I  must  accordingly  find  that  your  office  has  correctly  held  the  rights 
of  the  appellant  to  have  *^  attached  in  this  vicinity  "  on  January  29, 
1870.    Consequently,  the  tract  in  question,  having  been  excepted  from 
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the  api>e1Iant's  grant  by  the  prior  entry  of  Cross,  was  subjeet  to  the 
entry  of  Weber  under  whom  Pickard  now  claims. 

The  judgment  of  yonr  office  is  affirmed,  the  appellant's  claim  to  the 
land  is  rejected  and  Pickard's  application  for  patent  thereto  may  be 
considered. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  company  is  not  now  in  the  case* 


tTNTVEKSITY  I^ANDS-AI^PMCATION  FOB  RE-INSTATBMENT* 

State  op  Minnesota. 

An  application  of  the  State  in  1889,  fot  the  re-instatement  of  uniyersity  Beloctiond 
eanceled  in  1882  on  the  governor's  relinquishment,  comes  too  late  for  favorable 
action,  where  most  of  the  lands  have  in  the  mean  time  been  sold  by  the  United 
StateSi 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  CommisHoner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  February 

6,  1891. 

By  the  act  approved  July  8, 1870  (16  Stat.,  196),  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Greneral  Land  Office  was  authorized  and  directed  'Mn  adjusting  the 
claim  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  to  lands  for  the  support  of  a  State  uuu 
versity  to  approve  and  certify  selections  of  land  made  by  the  governor 
of  said  State,  the  full  amount  of  seventy-two  sections  (40,080  acres), 
mentioned  in  the  act  approved  February  26, 1857''  (11  Stat.,  1C6),  with- 
out taking  into  account  the  lands  that  were  reserved  at  the  time  of  the 
admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union,  and  donated  to  said  State  by 
the  act  approved  March  2, 1861  (12  Stat.,  208). 

By  your  office  letter  of  November  12, 1889,  you  denied  the  applica- 
tion made  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Jewett,  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Minnesota, 
for  a  re-instatement  of  canceled  selections,  Dnluth  district,  and  this 
appeal  is  taken  from  that  judgment. 

The  following  are  the  grounds  of  error  assigned : 

1.  In  holding  that  said  State  has  no  right  to  reinstatement  npon  the  grounds  stated 
by  the  Commissioner. 

2.  Error  of  the  Commissioner  in  holding  that  the  application  is  a  motion  to  make 
new  selections,  and  not  for  re-instatement  of  the  selections  erroneously  disregarded. 

3.  Error  by  the  Commissioner  in  not  considering  the  charges  against  Buchanan 
affecting  hia  good  faith  in  making  entry  of  the  lands. 

4.  General  error  of  law  in  denying  the  right  of  the  State,  and  in  rejecting  its  ap- 
plication for  the  re-instatement  of  the  selections  involved. 

Under  the  grant  above  referred  to,  certain  tracts  were  selected  by 
the  State  in  list  No.  2,  and  filed  in  the  local  office  December  12, 1873. 

On  November  26, 1881,  a  list,  consisting  of  thirty-nine  subdivisions 
and  covering  4,797.09  acres,  and  purporting  to  be  a  descriptive  list  of 
the  lands  selected  and  claimed  by  the  State  by  list  filed  December  12, 
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1873  (above  referred  to),was  filed  iu  the  local  office.  Appended  to  this 
list  is  the  following : 

I,  J.  S.  Pillsbary,  Goyemor  of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  do  hereby  release  and  re- 
linqnUh  to  the  United  States  all  the  right,  title,  claim,  or  interest  which  the  State  of 
Minnesota  has  acquired  in  the  lands  above  described,  and  hereby  request,  in  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  that  the  selection  by  the  State  of  said  lands  be  canceled. 

In  pursuance  of  the  governor's  request,  the  selections  were  canceled 
upon  the  records,  May  20, 1882,  and  cash  entries  were  afterwards  made 
npon  most  of  the  relinqaished  tracts. 

On  September  30, 1889,  Mr.  Jewett,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  requested 
a  cancellation  of  the  cash  entries,  and  a  further  consideration  of  the 
claims  of  the  State  under  her  original  selections  in  behalf  of  the  univer- 
sity. This  request  was  accompanied  by  affidavit,  made  by  Ex-Oovernor 
John  S.  Pillsbury,  in  which  he  states  that  on  November  20, 1881,  as 
governor  of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  he  gave  notice  that  the  State 
relinquished  the  land ; 

and  affiant  is  informed  and  verily  believes  that  in  1885  W.  P.  Jewett,  land  agent  of 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  notified  the  proper  authorities  at  Washington  not  to  restore 
said  lands,  or  any  of  them,  until  the  State  could  make  a  new  examination  of  them 
and  report  the  results  of  said  examination ;  .  .  that  said  Jewett  was  notified  that 
the  said  lands  would  not  be  restored  until  said  report  was  made ;  that  thereafter  the 
said  Jewett  notified  affiant,  as  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Minnesota,  that  said  lands  would  be  held  subject  to  the  further  order  of  the 

State;  and  affiant  employed  one  James  A.  Buchanan,  in  about  the  month  of 

1887,  to  make  an  examination  of  the  said  lands ;  that  affiant  believed  Buchanan  was 
acting  for  the  Auditor  of  State,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  employment  he  examined  the 
lands  and  made  his  report  to  affiant ;  that  affiant  paid  Buchanan  the  sum  of  $80  for 
the  work;  .  .  that  this  affidavit  is  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  grant  of 
so  much  of  said  lands  as  may  be  desired  to  the  State  of  Minnesota  as  a  part  of  the 
nniversity  land  grant. 

In  a  letter,  dated  February  26, 1889,  Mr.  Jewett  speaks  of  Buchan- 
an's employment  to  re-examine  the  lands  and  report  the  character 
thereof,  and  that  he  did  make  the  examination,  but  instead  of  making 
his  report  to  Governor  Pillsbury,  he  made  application  at  the  land 
office,  about  May  27, 1888,  to  enter  these  lands  at  private  cash  entry, 
at  minimum  price }  that  the  officers  improperly  allowed  the  entries — 
being  upon  lands  which  had  never  been  offered  at  public  sale ;  that  the 
lands  have  been  entered  by  various  parties.  He  asked  a  suspension  of 
the  cash  entries,  and  that  a  special  agent  be  sent  to  examine  the  lands 
and  attach  the  logs  cut  therefrom. 

In  your  said  office  decision  you  say:  '^If  any  request  for  re-instate- 
ment  of  the  selections  or  for  reservation  thereof  was  ever  made,  I  am 
unable  to  find  trace  of  it  in  this  office ; "  that  your  records  fail  to  show 
any  pledge  given  to  Mr.  Jewett  for  the  re-instatement  of  the  cancella- 
tions as  referred  to  in  Governor  Pillsbury's  affidavit ;  that,  although 
an  agreement  of  the  kind  may  have  been  made  by  a  clerk  to  Mr.  Jewett, 
six  years  after  the  cancellation,  such  agreement  could  have  no  official 
recognition  or  significance.    It  will  be  observed  that  the  cancellation 
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was  entered  ou  the  records  May  20, 1882,  on  the  request  of  Governor 
Pillsbury,  made  November  20, 1881. 

Conceding  that  Mr.  Jewett,  as  the  State  agent,  in  1886,  <^  notified  the 

proper  authorities not  to  restore  said  lands,^  sach  noti- 

dcation  was  made  three  years  after  the  cancellation  of  the  selections ; 
and  it  coald  only  have  been  regarded  as  an  application  to  make  new 
selections. 

On  September  30, 1889,  seven  years  after  the  cancellation,  Mr.  Jewett 
asks  a  farther  consideration  of  the  claim  of  the  State  under  her  origi- 
nal selections.  Most  of  the  lands  embraced  therein  were  then  taken  at 
private  cash  entry,  and  without  considering  the  question  as  to  the  va- 
lidity of  these  entries,  the  application  of  the  State,  so  tardily  made, 
must  be  denied. 

Your  decision  denying  the  motion  to  make  said  re-instatement  is  ac- 
cordingly affirmed. 


APPLICATION  FOR  SURVEY    ISOLATEII  TRACT. 

James  P.  Butchbb. 

The  practice  of  tbe  DepartmeDt  in  passiDg  upon  applicatious  for  the  survey  of  iso- 
lated tracts  of  land,  formed  since  tbe  original  sarvey  of  tlie  township,  is  to  refuse 
such  application,  where  the  Commissioner  recommends  such  action,  and  where 
objection  is  made  to  the  survey,  unless  the  refusal  of  the  application  denies  to 
the  applicant  a  right  under  the  general  land  laws. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  CommisHoner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Febru- 
ary 7, 1881. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of  the  20tb  ultimo,  transmit- 
tiDg  for  my  coDsideration  the  application  of  James  P.  Butcher,  of  Zora, 
Missouri,  for  the  survey  of  an  island  situated  in  the  Osage  river,  in  Sec. 
5,  T.  40  N.,  E.  19  W.,  5th  P.  M,,  Missouri,  ^hich  you  recommend  be 
disallowed,  in  view  of  the  claims  of  the  owners  of  the  lands  upon  the 
shores  opposite  the  island,  and  the  small  amount  of  improvements 
made  thereon  by  one  Griss  Williams,  and  not  by  the  applicant. 

The  practice  of  the  Department,  in  passing  upon  these  applications 
for  survey  of  isolated  tracts  of  land  formed  since  the  original  survey  of 
the  township,  has  been  not  to  grant  said  applications  where  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  recommends  that  they  be  disal- 
lowed, and  where  objection  is  made  to  said  survey,  unless  the  refusal  to 
grant  said  applications  would  deny  to  the  applicants  a  right  under  the 
general  land  laws. 

I  see  nothing  in  this  application  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  general 
rale,  and  it  is  therefore  disallowed. 
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SIOUX  HALF  BREED  SCRIP— LOCATION— UN  SURVEYED  LAND. 

Allen  et  al.  v.  Merrill  bt  al.  (on  review). 

One  who  by  stipulation  agrees  to  be  impleaded  in  a  pending  proceeding  with  "the 

same  force  and  effect"  as  though  he  originally  had  been  made  a  party  thereto,  can 

not  be  heard  to  object  to  the  authority  of  the  Department  to  pass  upon  the 

validity  of  his  claim  thus  presented. 
Sioux  half  breed  scrip  is  intended  by  the  statute  as  evidence  of  a  purely  personal 

right  in  the  half  breed  to  locate  and  receive  patent  for  the  number  of  acres 

named  therein,  and  can  not  be  used  as  a  means  to  secure  title  to  lands  except  for 

the  sole  benefit  of  the  half  breed  himself. 
A  location  made  by  one  acting  in  his  own  interests,  and  not  for  the  use  and  benefit 

of  the  half  breed,  is  in  contravention  of  the  statute  under  which  the  scrip  is 

issued. 
The  right  to  locate  this  scrip  on  unsorveyed  land  can  only  be  exercised  where  the 

half  breed  has  made  improvements  on  sncb  land,  and  the  improvements  in  such 

case  are  a  condition  precedent  to  the  location,  and  must  be  made  for  the  use  and 

benefit  of  the  half  breed. 
Circular  regulations,  not  in  conflict  with  the  statute  under  which  they  are  issued, 

have  all  the  force  and  effect  of  law. 
The  validity  of  all  rights  claimed  aud  set  up  by  adverse  parties  may  be  properly  de* 

termiued  on  the  final  disposition  of  the  case. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oofnmissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  January 

28,  1891. 

Three  several  motions  for  review  of  departmental  decision  of  Febru- 
ary 18, 1889,  in  the  case  of  Joseph  W.  Allen  et  aL  io.  Lewis  Merrill  et  aL 
(8  L.  D.,  207),  have  been  filed  by  parties  claiming  to  be  aggrieved  by 
that  decision. 

The  parties  complaining  are  Lewis  Merrill,  who  claims  to  act  as  at- 
torney-in-fact for  Joseph  Brown,  a  half-breed  Sioux  Indian,  and  to  rep- 
resent William  D.  Williams,  as  attorney-in-fact,  by  substitution,  for 
two  other  half-breed  Sioux  Indians,  Mary  B.  Young  (formerly  Mary  B. 
Lagree)  and  Lewis  Garron,  sole  heir  at  law  of  Kapoleon  Oarron,  de- 
ceiised  \  Edmund  T.  Winston,  who  claims  to  represent  W.  W.  Hale  as 
attorney-in-fact  for  Sophia  Huot,  also  a  half-breed  Sioux  Indian ;  and 
Michael  H.  Brown,  claiming  in  his  own  right  as  homestead  entryman. 
By  the  decision  complained  of  certain  locations  made  by  Merrill  and 
Winston,  respectively,  of  certificates  or  scrip  issued  severally  to  the 
aforesaid  half-breed  Sioux  Indians,  under  the  act  of  July  17, 1854  (10 
Stat.,  304),  covering  lots  5  and  9,  in  Sec.  26,  and  the  K  ^  of  the  NW.  |, 
and  SW.  J  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  36,  T.  16  N.,  E.  55  B.,  Miles  City  land 
district,  Montana,  and  the  homestead  entry  of  Brown,  for  said  lots  5 
and  9,  were  directed  to  be  canceled. 

It  appears  that  the  township  embracing  the  lands  in  question  was 
surveyed  in  the  field  between  August  23,  and  September  14,  of  the  year 
1881.  The  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office  June  12, 1882,  and 
the  lands  were  opened  to  entry,  after  published  notice  for  that  purpose, 
June  19,  1882. 
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The  further  tacts  shown  by  the  record,  so  far  as  deemed  i)ertinent  ta 
the  qaestions  presented  by  these  several  motions,  and  abont  which 
there  appears  to  be  little  or  no  material  controversy,  are  as  follows: 

On  August  7, 1880,  there  was  presented  at  the  local  office  at  Helena, 
Montana,  Sionx  half-breed  certificate,  or  scrip,  !No.  310  D.,  issued  ISo- 
vember  24, 1856,  under  the  act  aforesaid,  to  Sophia  Huot,  calling  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  which  there  was  attached  a 
certain  paper  purporting  to  be  a  letter  of  attorney,  and  to  have  been 
executed  January  3,  1871,  by  said  Sophia  Huot  and  her  husband, 
authorizing  one  W.  W.  Hale  of  Bamsey  county,  Minnesota,  '^  to  select 
and  locate  at  any  land  office  in  the  United  States  the  lands  to  which 
we  may  be  entitled  ^  by  virtue  of  said  certificate  or  scrip,  and  to  ask 
for  and  receive  a  patent  for  the  same.  Accompanying  these  papers 
were  two  affidavits,  executed  by  Edmund  T.  Winston,  presumably  by 
whom  the  papers  were  presented,  dated  respectively  August  6,  and 
August  7, 1880.  In  one  of  these  affidavits,  namely,  that  of  August  6, 
it  is  stated  that  the  *'  improvements  placed  upon  the  land  claimed  by 
Sophia  Huot  consist  of  one  log  house,  sixteen  by  eighteen  feet,  now 
under  the  course  of  construction.'^  The  affidavit  of  August  7,  is  partly 
printed  and  partly  written  on  the  back  of  si  paper  that  purports  to  have 
contained  on  its  face  at  that  date  printed  forms  only,  with  blanks  not 
then  filled  out,  of  a  certificate  of  receipt  by  the  local  officers  of  Sioux 
half-breed  scrip ;  of  an  application  to  locate  lands  in  satisfaction  of 
Sionx  half  breed  scrip ;  and  of  a  certificate  of  location.  The  blanks  in 
these  several  forms  appear  to  have  been  filled  out  at  Miles  City,  Mon- 
tana, on  December  23, 1883.  The  certificate  of  receipt  describes  the 
scrip  as  No.  ^^  310,  letter  D  ",  and  the  application  describes  the  land  as 
lots  5  and  9,  Sec.  26,  T.  16  K,  B.  55  E.,  and  is  signed  '^  Sophia  Huot, 
by  W.  W.  Hale,  her  attorney  in  fact.''  The  certificate  of  location  states 
that  on  the  day  of  its  date  (December  20,  1883,)  the  scrip  was  located 
on  the  land  thus  described,  containing  72.27  acres.*  In  said  affidavit  it 
isstated  by  Winston  that  ^'  I  am  acquainted  with  the  unsurveyed  tract  of 
land  described  within,  by  personal  examination  of  the  same  on  the  25th 
day  of  July,  1879,  and  there  was  no  person  living  on  the  same  at  that  time, 
nor  were  there  any  improvements  on  it  except  those  of  Sophia  Huot, 
nor  any  person  claiming  said  tract."  It  further  appears  that  on  Au- 
gust 7, 1880,  the  receiver  of  the  Helena  office  issued  a  receipt  in  the  name 
of  Sophia  Huot,  for  ^«  Sioux  half-breed  scrip  No.  310  D.,  dated  Novem- 
ber 24, 1856,  said  scrip  to  be  located  "  upon  the  land  therein  described, 
<*  when  the  same  has  been  surveyed  and  the  plat  thereof  filed  in  this 
office."  The  letter  of  attorney  given  by  Huot  to  W.  W.  Hale,  as  afore- 
said, contains  no  provision  allowing  the  substitution  of  any  one  to  act 
in  the  latter's  stead,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  anything 
in  the  papers  as  presented  by  Winston  at  the  Helena  office  authorizing 
him  to  act,  either  for  Huot,  or  for  her  attorney.  Hale ;  nor  was  there 
anything  to  show  who  placed  the  improvements  described  on  the  land, 
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or  to  whom  they  belouged,  npr  that  such  improvements  were,  in  faction' 
the  land  at  that  time. 

On  October  13, 1880^  Lewis  Merrill,  claiming  to  act  as  attorney  for 
Joseph  Brown,  presented  at  the  local  office  at  Miles  City,  Montana, 
Sioiix  half-breed  certificate,  or  scrip  l^o.  596  D.,  issued  November  24, 
1856,  under  the  act  aforesaid,  in  the  name  of  said  Brown,  and  calling 
for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  Attached  to  this  scrip  was  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  letter  of  attorney,  without  power  of  substitu- 
tion, and  to  have  been  executed  by  said  Brown  February  28, 1872,  au- 
thorizing Lewis  Merrill  '^  to  select  and  locate  at  any  land  office  in  the 
United  States  the  land  to  which  I  may  be  entitled  by  reason  of  my 
*  Sioux  half-breed  Lake  Pepin  reserve^  scrip,  to  wit:  Number  516,  letter 
D,  for  160  acres,"  and  to  ask  for  and  receive  a  patent  for  the  same.  Ac- 
companying these  papers  were  two  affidavits  of  Merrill,  both  dated  Oc- 
tober 13, 1880,  In  one  of  these  affidavits  Merrill  states  ^^  that  the  im- 
provements placed  upon  the  land  claimed  by  Joseph  Brown  consist  of 
one  house  about  fourteen  feet  by  twenty  feet,  partially  completed,  and 
now  in  course  of  construction ; "  and  in  the  other  he  says,  *^  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  the  tract  of  land  described  within  by  personal  examina- 
tion of  the  same  on  the  twentieth  day  of  August,  1880,  and  that  there 
was  no  person  living  on  the  same  at  that  time,  nor  were  there  any  im- 
provements on  it,  except  those  of  Joseph  Brown,  nor  any  person  claim- 
ing such  tract."  This  latter  affidavit  is  written  on  the  back  of  a  paper 
which  purports  to  have  then  contained  on  its  face  blank  forms  only  of 
an  application  to  locate  Sioux  half-breed  scrip,  and  for  the  certificates 
of  the  local  officers,  of  the  receipt  of  the  scrip  and  of  the  location  thereof. 
The  blanks  of  these  several  forms  purport  to  have  been  filled  out  Sep- 
tember 19, 1882,  that  being  the  given  date  of  each  of  them.  As  thus 
filled  out,  the  certificate  of  receipt  refers  to  the  scrip  as  ^^  No.  596,  let- 
ter D,"  and  the  application  describes  the  land  applied  for,  as  the  south- 
east fractional  quarCbr,  or  lots  5  and  9,  Sec.  26,  T.  16  N.,  B.  55  E.,  and 
is  signed  "Joseph  Brown  by  Lewis  Merrill,  his  attorney  In  facf  The 
certificate  of  location  states  that  said  scrip  was  on  the  day  of  the  date 
thereof  (September  19, 1882,)  located  on  the  tract  thus  described,  con- 
taining 72.27  acres.  It  also  appears  that  on  October  13, 1880,  the  re- 
ceiver issued  his  receipt  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Brown,  for  "  Sioux  half- 
breed  scrip  number  596,  letter  D, to  be  located  "  on  the 

land  therein  described,  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  It 
does  not  appear  to  whom  this  receipt  was  delivered.  On  the  margin 
of  said  letter  of  attorney  appears  the  following,  under  date  of  Septem- 
ber 19, 1882 :  "  I,  Lewis  Merrill,  attorney  in  fact,  do  hereby  apply  to 
correct  clerical  error  by  which  516  was  written  by  inadvertence  and 
mistake  instead  of  596."  On  September  20, 1882,  Merrill  made  affidavit 
before  the  register,  in  which  he  stated 

that  ou  the  13th  of  October,  1880,  in  filling  up  the  blank  space  for  the  figares  describ- 
ing the  scrip  certificate  of  Joseph  Brown,  he  did  so  in  his  own  proper  person  and  in 
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his  own  handwriting,  m  now  appears  on  the  face  of  the  power  of  attorney  of  said 
Brown,  ooustituting  said  Merrill  his  attorney-in-fact ;  that  the  number  of  said  scrip 
certificate  was  called  oS  to  him  by  either  the  register  or  receiver  of  the  land  office 
and  filled  ap  from  said  calling  off;  that  it  now  appears  that  516  was  written  iDstead 
of  596 ; that  said  error  of  516  instead  of  596  was  an  unintentional  cleri- 
cal ^rror,  made  by  inadvertence,  and  that  his  full  purpose  and  intent  in  fiUiug  in  said 
number  in  the  power  of  attorney  was  to  make  the  number  the  same  as  that  on  the 
scrip  certificate. 

These  statements  are  corroborated  by  the  unsworn  certificate  of  the 
register.  It  thus  appears  that  this  power  of  attorney,  at  least  as  to  the 
description  of  the  scrip,  was  given  in  blank,  and  that  Merrill,  the  alleged 
attorney,  filled  oat  these  blanks  more  than  eight  years  after  the  date  of 
its  purported  execution.  It  was  originally  in  printed  form,  with  blanks  for 
the  name  and  residence  of  the  maker,  the  name  and  residence  of  the 
attorney,  and  the  description  of  the  scrip.  These  blanks  are  all  filled  out 
in  the  handwriting  of  Merrill,  and  there  is  no  distinguishable  differ- 
ence, either  in  the  color  of  the  ink  used,  or  in  the  age  of  the  writing, 
between  the  matter  written  in  any  one  of  these  blanks  as  compared  with 
that  written  in  all  or  any  of  the  others. 

It  farther  appears  that  on  October  13,  1880,  Merrill  presented  at  the 
Miles  City  land  office  Sioux  half  breed  certificate,  or  scrip  Ko.  236  O, 
issued  November  24, 1856,  under  the  act  aforesaid,  to  ^'  Mary  B.  Lagree, 
of  about  the  age  of  five  years,"  calling  for  eighty  acres  of  land,  attached 
to  which  was  a  paper  purporting  tiO  be  a  letter  of  attorney,  "  with  full 
power  of  substitution,"  and  to  have  been  executed  June  14, 1872,  by 
Mary  B.  Young  and  her  husband,  authorizing  one  Daniel  6.  Shillock, 
of  Minnesota,  '^  to  select  and  locate,  at  any  land  office  in  the  United 
States  "  the  lands  to  which  she  ^'  may  be  entitled"  by  virtue  of  the  afore- 
said certificate,  or  scrip,  and  to  ask  for  and  receive  the  patent  therefor. 
By  endorsement  on  the  back  of  said  paper,  dated  July  15,  1873,  and 
apparently  duly  executed,  it  appears  that  Shillock  substituted  one  Wil- 
liam D.  Williams  as  attorney,  in  his  stead,  for  the  parties  named,  with 
like  authority  in  all  respects.  Accompanying  these  papers  were  two 
affidavits  of  Merrill,  both  dated  October  13^  1880,  in  one  of  which  he 
states  **  that  the  improvements  placed  upon  the  land  claimed  by  Mary 
B  Young  (formerly  Lagree)  consist  of  one  log  house,  about  ten  by  fifteen 
feet,  partially  completed  and  now  in  course  of  construction ; "  and  in  the 
other,  that ''  I  am  acquainted  with  the  tract  of  land  described  within, 
by  personal  examination  of  the  same  on  the  twentieth  day  of  August, 
1880,  and  that  there  was  no  person  living  on  the  same  at  that  time,  nor 
were  there  any  improvements  on  it  except  those  of  Mary  B.  Young 

nor  any  person  claiming  said  tract."  This  latter  affida- 
vit, as  in  the  case  of  Joseph  Brown,  is  on  the  back  of  a  paper  which 
purports  to  have  contained  on  its  face  at  that  date  printed  blank  forms 
only,  of  an  application  for  the  location  of  Sioux  half-breed  scrip,  and  for 
certificates  by  the  local  officers  of  the  receipt  of  the  scrip,  and  of  the 
location  of  the  same.    These  blank  forms  appear  to  have  been  filled  out 
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September  19, 1882.  As  thus  filled  oat,  the  certificate  of  receipt  refers 
to  the  scrip  as  <<  Ko.  236,  letter  G,"  and  the  application  describes  the 
land  sought  to  be  located  in  satisfaction  thereof,  as  the  N.  i  of  the  NW.  i 
of  Sec.  36,  T.  16  K,  B.  55  E.,  and  purports  to  have  been  signed  by 
William  D.  Williams,  as  attorney  in  fact  for  said  Young  and  her  hus- 
band. The  certificate  of  location  states  that  on  the  day  of  its  date 
(September  19, 1882,)  the  scrip  was  located  on  the  tract  thus  described, 
containing  eighty  acres.  In  a  further  affidavit  by  Merrill,  made  before 
the  register  September  20, 1882,  he  states  that  the  honse  spoken  of  in 
his  former  affidavit  as  in  the  course  of  construction,  ^<  was  fully  com- 
pleted and  finished,  and  other  further  improvements  made  upon  said 
land,  to  wit,  plowing  for  a  garden,  and  duly  marking  by  distinct  stakes 
and  mounds,  the  corners  of  said  lands,  and  that  from  time  to  time  con- 
tinuously since  further  improvements  have  been  made."  Ko  receipt 
appears  to  have  been  issued  by  the  receiver  in  this  case,  for  the  scrip 
on  the  day  of  its  presentation. 

It  also  appears  that  on  October  13, 1880,  said  Merrill  presented  at  the 
Miles  City  local  office  Sioux  half-breed  certificate,  or  scrip  No.  83  B, 
calling  for  forty  acres,  issued  under  the  act  aforesaid,  November  24, 
1856,  to  ^^  Napoleon  Garron,  of  about  the  ageof  three  months,"  attached 
to  which  was  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  letter  of  attorney,  ^^  with  pow- 
ers of  substitution  and  revocation,"  and  to  have  been  executed  May  23, 
1872,  by  Lewis  Oarron,  "  sole  heir  at  law  of  Napoleon  Carron,  deceased," 
authorizing  Daniel  6.  Shillock  <<  to  select  and  locate,  at  any  land  office 
in  the  United  States,"  the  lands  to  which  he  **  may  be  entitled"  by  vir- 
tue of  said  certificate  or  scrip,  and  to  ask  for  and  receive  the  patent 
for  such  lands.  By  endorsement  on  the  back  of  this  letter  of  attorney, 
dated  July  15, 1873,  and  apparently  duly  executed,  William  D.  Williams 
was  substituted  by  Shillock  to  act  in  the  premises  in  his  steady  with 
like  authority,  in  all  respects.  Accompanying  these  papers  were  two 
affidavits  of  Merrill,  each  dated  October  13, 1880,  and  stating,  <*  that  the 
amount  of  improvement  placed  upon  the  land  claimed  by  Lewis  Garron 
is  one  foundation  for  a  house,  about  ten  feet  by  twelve  feet,  in  course  of 
construction,"  and  the  other,  that  <<  I  am  acquainted  with  the  tract  of 
land  described  within,  by  personal  examination  of  the  same  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  August,  1880,  and  that  there  was  no  person  living  on 
the  same  at  that  time,  nor  were  there  any  improvements -on  it  except 
those  of  Lewis  Carron,  nor  any  person  claiming  the  tract."  This  affi- 
davit, as  in  the  other  cases,  is  on  the  back  of  a  paper  which  purports  to 
have  contained  on  its  face  at  that  time  printed  blank  forms  only,  of  an 
application  for  the  location  of  Sioux  half-breed  scrip,  and  for  certificates 
of  the  receipt  of  the  scrip  by  the  local  officers,  and  of  the  location  of 
the  same.  The  blanks  of  these  several  forms  appear  to  have  been  filled 
out  September  19, 1882,  that  being  the  date  they  respectively  bear. 
The  certificate  of  receipt  refers  to  the  scrip  as  ^*  No.  83,  letter  B,"  and 
the  application  describes  the  land  sought  to  be  located  in  satisfaction 
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thereof,  as  the  SW.  J  of  the  IHV.  J,  Sec.  36,  T.  16  K,  E.  56  B.,  and  pur- 
ports  to  have  been  signed  by  said  WiUiatns  as  attorney  in  fact  for  Lewis 
Garron.  In  the  certificate  of  location  it  is  stated  that  on  the  day  of  its 
date,  the  scrip  was  located  on  the  tract  thus  described,  containing  forty 
acres.  It  further  appears  that  on  October  13, 1880,  the  receiver  issued 
his  receipt  in  the  name  of  Lewis  Carron,  sole  heir  at  law  of  Kapoleon 
Garron,  deceased,  for  *<  Sioux  half-breed  scrip  No.  83,  letter  B,  for  forty 
acres,  dated  November  24, 1856,  to  be  located  upon"  the  tract  of  land 
therein  described,  ^^  when  the  same  has  been  surveyed  and  the  plats 
thereof  filed  in  this  office."  It  does  not  appear  to  whom  this  receipt 
was  delivered,  if  to  any  one. 

^n  neither  of  the  three  cases  represented  by  Merrill  does  there  ap- 
pear to  have  been  pr^ented  with  the  scrip,  or  with  the  application  to 
locate  the  same,  any  affidavit,  or  other  evidence,  showing  when,  by 
whom,  or  under  whose  direction^  the  alleged  improvements  were  placed 
upon  the  land  described,  nor  for  whose  use  and  benefit  such  improve- 
ments were  made ;  nordoes  it  appear  by  what  authority  Merrill  assumed 
to  act  in  the  cases  of  Mary  B.  Young  and  Lewis  Carron,  either  for  the 
half-breeds,  or  as  agent  for  Williams,  their  alleged  attorney. 

On  January  28,  1882,  one  Thomas  Kean  filed  in  the  local  office  his 
corroborated  affidavit,  alleging  that  on  April  19,1881,  he  settled  on  the 
NW.  J  of  said  section  36,  with  the  intention  of  claiming  the  same  under 
the  pre-emption  law ;  that  his  improvements  consist  of  a  log  dwelling 
house,  and  that  he  has  continuously  resided  thereon  ever  since  his  said 
settlement.  The  affidavit  then  refers  to  the  filings  by  Merrill  of  the  cer- 
tificates,  or  scrip,  of  said  half  breeds.  Young  and  Garron,  as  covering 
portions  of  his  claim,  and  denies  the  validity  of  said  filings,  alleging 
that  none  of  the  parties  ^^  ever  made  legal  settlement  on  this  land  as  re- 
quired by  the  statute,"  or  <^  ever  lived  in  Glendive,"  and  asking  that  the 
title  to  said  lands  be  withheld  and  an  opportunity  afforded  him  to  pro- 
duce evidence  in  support  of  his  pre-emption  claim.  No  action  appears' 
to  have  been  taken  on  this  protest  at  the  time  of  its  filing. 

On  June  19, 1882,  Joseph  W.  Allen  was  allowed  to  make  entry  of  said 
lots  5  and  9,  section  26,  under  the  soldiers'  homestead  act  of  June  8, 
1872  (17  Stat.,  333).  The  papers  appear  to  have  been  endorsed  by  the 
^:eceiver,  "  Allowed  subject  to  8.  H.  B.  S.  located  by  Lewis  Merrill, 
.attorney-in-fact."  On  the  same  day  Thomas  Kean  filed  his  pre-emption 
.declaratory  statement  for  said  NW.  i  of  Sec.  36,  alleging  settlement 
April  19, 188L 

On  {September  4, 1882,  Allen  and  Kean  filed  in  the  local  office  a  paper, 
in  which  they  asked,  as  adverse  claimants,  that  the  Haot  scrip  be  ad- 
justed in  accordance  with  the  regulations  in  regard  to  compactness, 
bnt  reserved  all  questions  of  fact.  On  the  same  day,  they  filed  another 
paper,  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  letter  of  attorney  given  by 
Joseph  Brown,  authorized  the  location  of  scrip  *^  No.  516,  letter  D,^  and 
pot  that  which  was  presented  by  Merrill,  as  aforesaid,  and  asking  that 
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the  locatdoDS  (so  called)  made  by  Merrill  for  said  Brown,  Yonng  and 
GarroD,  ^'  be  rejected  and  no  adjustment  made  thereof  that  will  interfere 
with  their  rights  and  title,"  reserving  <^  all  questions  of  fact  as  to  im- 
provements, etc.,  by  the  scripees."  On  {September  18,  1882,  Merrill 
filed  a  paper,  alleging  that  on  Augnst  20, 1880,  he  located  the  Joseph 
Brown  scrip  ''  Ko.  596,  letter  D,"  on  the  lands  ^claimed ;  that  proper 
improvements  were  made  on  the  same ;  and  he  denied  that  Winston  or 
any  one  else  had  made  any  improvements  thereon  for  Huot,  or  that  a 
reasonable  adjustment  of  the  Huot  scrip  would  include  any  part  of  sec- 
tion 26.    He  offered  to  make  proof  of  these  statements. 

On  September  19, 1882,  Michael  H.  Brown  was  allowed  to  make  home- 
stead entry  for  said  lots  5  and  9  of  section  26.  He  alleged  settlement 
November  15, 1881. 

On  September  22, 1882,  Allen  and  Kean  filed  in  the  local  office  a 
paper  stated  by  them  to  be  an  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  register 
and  receiver,  in  adjusting  and  locating  the  several  pieces  of  scrip  repre- 
sented by  Merrill  (presumably  on  September  19, 1882),  alleging,  in  sub- 
stance, that  Merrill  had  not  submitted  the  evidence  required  by  the  reg- 
ulations, properly  designating  the  tracts  embracing  the  improvements 
claimed ;  that  the  several  applications  were  not  accompanied  by  any 
<<  affidavit  of  the  Indian  or  other  evidence  that  the  land  contains  im- 
provements made  by  or  under  the  personal  supervision  or  direction  of 

said  Indian, and  that  they  are  for  his  personal  use  and 

benefit;  that  the  power  of  attorney  alleged  to  have  been  given  by  Joseph 
Brown  is  invalid ; "  that  the  scrip  was  not  adjusted  in  accordance  with 
the  maps  and  descriptions  filed ;  that  gross  irregularities  appear  on  the 
face  of  the  papers ;  and  asking  that  the  action  of  the  local  officers  in 
adjusting  and  locating  the  scrip  deposited  by  Merrill,  be  set  aside  and 
said  locations  rejected. 

On  June  22, 1883,  there  was  filed  in  your  office  by  Charles  and  William 
B.  King,  attorneys  of  this  city,  a  paper  reciting  the  proceedings  there- 
tofore had  relative  to  the  several  pieces  of  scrip  represented  by  Merrill, 
contending  that  there  have  been  no  allegations  sufficient  to  put  in 
question  the  integrity  or  validity  of  said  claims,  but  concluding  with  the 
request,  in  the  event  the  Oommissioner  should  think  otherwise,  that  no 
time  be  lost  in  ordering  a  hearing  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  re- 
quirements of  the  act  of  July  17,  1854,  had  been  met  by  said  scripees. 

By  letter  of  your  office,  dated  September  6,  1883,  the  various  claims 
to  the  several  tracts  in  controversy  were  briefly  stated,  together  with 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  several ; protests  filed  by  Allen  and 
Kean,  and  in  view  thereof,  and  in  order  ^^  that  the  rights  of  all  parties 
in  interest "  might  be  protected,  a  hearing  was  ordered  to  determine 
the  validity  of  the  several  scrip  locations. 

On  September  19, 1883,  the  local  officers  transmitted  to  your  office 
new  plats  of  survey  of  the  Huot  claim,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from 
Winston,  asking  ^'that  an  adjustment  be  made  at  an  early  date  and  a 
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hearing  ordered."  It  further  appears  that  on  September  29, 1883,  your 
office  adjusted  the  Huot  scrip,  so  as  to  embrace  lots  5  and  9,  section  26, 
subject  to  any  prior  adverse  rights.  On  November  23,  1883,  the  attor- 
neys for  Merrill  filed  in  your  office  a  protest  against  said  adjustment  of 
the  Huot  scrip,  alleging  that  the  same  was  in  prejudice  of  his  previ- 
ously acquired  rights. 

On  January  7, 1884,  it  was  stipulated  in  writing  by  the  several  par- 
ties claiming  an  interest  in  the  lands  in  question,  including  Winston, 
that  said  Winston  should  be  impleaded  in  the  hearing  then  pending, 
without  further  delay,  the  same  as  though  he  had  been  made  a  party 
to  the  contest  at  its  commencement.  This  stipulation  was  transmitted 
to  j'our  office  January  16,  1884,  and  by  telegram  of  March  13,  1884,  the 
local  officers  were  instructed  to  allow  all  the  parties  interested  to  inter- 
vene. At  the  hearing,  Allen,  Kean,  Brown  and  Winston  appeared, 
each  in  person  and  by  attorney.  Merrill  appeared  by  attorney  alone. 
They  all  submitted  testimony  in  support  of  their  respective  claims. 
The  hearing  wa$  concluded  April  11,  1884, 

On  August  21,  1884,  the  local  officers  rendered  tlieir  decision,  in 
which  they  awarded  to  Sophia  Huot  lot  5,  Sec.  26,  and  recommended 
that  her  claim  as  to  lot  9  be  canceled.  Lot  9  was  awarded  to  Joseph 
Brown  and  his  claim  as  to  lot  5  was  held  for  cancellation,  as  were  also 
the  homestead  entries  of  Allen  and  Brown  covering  said  lots  5  and  9. 
To  Mary  B.  Young  was  awarded  the  NW.  J  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  36,  and 
her  claim  as  to  the  NB.  i  of  the  NW.  J  of  said  section  was  held  ibr 
cancellation.  The  SW.  J  of  the  NW.  J  of  said  Sec.  36  was  awarded  to 
Lewis  Garron,  and  the  pre-emption  filing  of  Thomas  Kean,  as  to  the 
tracts  awarded  to  Young  and  Carron,  was  held  for  cancellation.  From 
this  decision  Merrill,  Winston,  Allen,  and  Kean,  each  appealed. 

It  is  proper  that  the  act  (July  17, 1854, 8upra)j  under  which  the  scrip 
herein  mentioned  was  issued  to  the  half-breeds  named,  together  with 
the  departmental  regulations  adopted  from  time  to  time,  in  aid  of  the 
administration  thereof,  should  be  next  referred  to. 

By  said  act  of  Congress,  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  au- 
thorized— 

to  exchange  with  the  half-breeds  or  mixed-bloods  of  the  Dacotah  or  Sioux  uation  of 
Indians,  who  are  entitled  fco  an  interest  therein^  for  the  tract  of  land  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  Lake  Pepin  and  the  Mississippi  River,  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota, 
which  was  set  apart  and  granted  for  their  use  and  benefit  by  the  ninth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien," 

dated  July  15, 1830,  and  for  that  purpose — 

to  cause  to  be  issued  to  said  persons,  on  the  execution  by  them,  or  by  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  snch  as  may  be  minors,  of  a  full  and  complete  relinquishment  by  them 
to  the  United  States  of  all  their  right,  title  and  interest,  according  to  such  form  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  and  to  said 
tract  of  land  or  reservation,  certificates  or  scrip  for  the  same  amount  of  land  to  which 
each  individual  would  be  entitled  in  case  of  a  division  of  said  grant  or  reservation 
pro  rata  among  the  claimants,  which  said  certificates  or  scrip  may  be  located  upon 
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any  of  the  lands  within  said  reservation  not  now  occupied  by  actilal  and  bona  fide 
settlersof  the  half-breeds  or  mixed  bloods,  or  such  other  persons  as  have  gone  into 
said  Territory  by  authority  of  law,  or  upon  any  other  unoccupied  lands  subject  to  pre- 
emption or  private  sale,  or  upon  any  other  unsurveyed  lands,  not  reserved  by  govern- 
ment, upon  which  they  have  respectively  made  improvements:  Providedy  That  said 
certificates  or  scrip  shall  not  embrace  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty,  nor  less  than 
forty  acres  each,  and  provided  that  the  same  shall  be  equally  apportioned,  as  nearly 
as  practicable,  among  those  entitled  to  an  interest  in  said  reseservation :  And  pro- 
vided further,  That  no  transfer  or  conveyance  of  any  of  said  certificates  or  scrip  shall 
be  valid. 

The  first  instructions  to  local  land  officers  under  the  act  were  by  cir- 
cular of  March  21,  1857  (1  Lester,  627).  The  circular  described  the  sev- 
eral classes  of  lands  upon  which  the  scrip  was  locatable,  called  atten- 
tion to  the  non-assignability  thereof,  directed  that  the  same  must  be 
located  acre  for  acre,  in  the  name  of  the  scripee,  either  in  person,  or  by 
his  or  her  guardian  or  duly  authorized  agent,  and  further  provided 
that : 

Where  the  scrip  may  be  located  on  unsurveyed  lands  outside  of  the  reservation  on 

which  the  half-breed  has  improvements his  application  for  location 

should  be  accompanied  by  a  diagram  and  description,  denoting  natural  objects  and 
distances,  so  as  to  fix,  with  certainty,  the  exact  locality  wanted,  serve  as  the  best 
notice  in  our  power  to  settlers,  that  conflict  may  be  avoided,  and  enable  you,  when 
the  public  surveys  are  made,  to  designate  the  legal  subdivisions  embracing  the  loca- 
tion. 

A  second  circular  was  issued  February  22,  1864  (1  0.  L.  L.,  721),  in 
which  it  was  provided,  relative  to  locations  upon  unsurveyed  lands, 
that 

Where  the  half  breed  for  himself  may  make  actual  settlement,  his  improvements 
will  be  notice  on  the  ground  to  any  other  settler,  and  in  this  respect  he  will  stand 
on  the  same  basis  as  a  pre-emptor  on  unsurveyed  land,  and,  of  course,  cannot  adjust 
his  location  nutil  after  the  return  of  the  township  plat  to  the  district  land  ofiQce. 
Hereafter,  and  within  three  months,  he  should  repair  to  such  land  office,  file  his  scrip 
with  his  affidavit,  designating  specifically,  in  compact  legal  subdivisions,  the  tracts 
embracing  his  improvements,  and  should  state  in  his  affidavit  the  character  and  ex- 
tent of  these  improvements,  and  file  testimony  of  competent  witnesses  corroborative 
of  his  statements. 

Another  circular  was  issued  January  29,  1872  (1  C.  L.  L.  723).  By 
this  ciicular  registers  and  receivers  were  directed,  with  the  view  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  government,  "and  to  carry  out  the  law  in 
its  meaning,"  to  see  that  certain  requirements  therein  mentioned  should 
be  strictly  complied  with  in  all  applications  to  locate  scrip  on  unsur- 
veyed lands.    The  stated  requirements  are  : —  * 

1st.  That  the  application  must  be  accompanied  with  the  affidavit  of  the  Indian,  or 
other  evidence  that  the  land  contains  improvements  made  by  or  under  the  personal 
supervision  or  direction  of  said  Indian,  giving  a  detailed  description  of  said  improve- 
ments, and  that  they  are  for  his  personal  use  and  benefit ;  in  other  words,  you  should 
bo  satisfied  that  the  Indian  has  a  direct  connection  with  the  land,  and  is  claiming 
the  same  for  his  personal  use.  Unless  such  evidence  is  filed,  you  will  reject  the  appli- 
cation. 

2d.  The  filing  of  the  scrip  must  be  considered  in  the  character  of  a  location,  and 
should  such  filiug  not  be  followed  within  the  time  prescribed  by  our  circular  of  Feb- 
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rnary  2*2,  1861,  relatiug  to  the  locatioa  of  this  scrip,  by  aa  adjustineat  to  the  official 
plat  of  survey,  you  will  immediately  thereafter,  adjust  the  same  yourselves,  as  near 
as  may  be  practicable,  from  the  map  and  description  filed  by  the  party,  and  forward 
the  same  to  this  office  with  regular  abstract  and  reference  to  your  action ;  or,  if  you 
are  unable  to  determine  the  locality  of  the  laud  in  the  public  surveys,  you  will  report 
the  fa<St,  forwarding  therewith  all  the  papers  in  the  case,  for  our  action. 

Farther  instructious  were  issued  Koveiuber  12,  1874  (I  0.  L.  L.,  725), 
wherein  it  was  directed  that  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  scripee,  intestate, 
the  scrip  might  be  located  by  his  legal  heirs ;  if  adults,  in  person  or  by 
attorney,  and  if  minors,  by  their  guardian,  or  by  an  administrator.  In 
either  case,  it  was  provided  that  **  the  application  to  locate  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  certificate  under  seal  of  a  court  having  probate  juris- 
diction, to  the  effect  that  the  scripee  died  intestate,  and  that  the  parties 
claiming  to  be  heirs  are  such  in  fact,  and  the  only  heirs." 

On  May  28,  1878,  another  circular,  amendatory  of  the  circulars  of 
1864  and  1872,  was  issued,  in  which  the  instructions  contained  in  said 
former  ^rcnlars,  hereinbefore  quoted,  were  reiterated.  (2  C.  L.  L., 
1355.) 

Ou  December  2,  1887,  your  office,  acting  upon  the  several  appeals 
aforesaid,  held  that  the  evidence  submitted  in  support  of  the  different 
scrip  locations  failed  in  every  instance  to  show  that  improvements  had 
been  made  upon  the  land  claimed,  by,  or  under  the  personal  supervision 
or  direction  of  the  Indian,  or  for  his  or  her  personal  use  and  benefit,  or, 
in  either  of  the  cases,  that  the  Indian  ever  had  any  personal  connection 
with  the  land;  that  the  Indians  had,  in  fact,  never  seen  the  land,  or 
improvements,  or  had  any  interest  in  the  latter,  or  any  personal  connec- 
tion whatever  with  either;  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  law, 
'Mn  providing  for  the  issue  of  this  scrip  and  making  it  unassignable 

that  it  should  become  the  means  by  which  speculators 

might  appropriate  choice  tracts  of  land  prior  to  survey,  under  the 
transparent  pretense  of  protecting  the  Indians  in  their  improvements 
thereon ; "  that  the  proofs  required  by  official  regulations  had  not  been 
submitted,  and  the  several  applications,  for  that  reason,  should  have  been 
rejected  by  the  local  officers;  that  the  alleged  improvements  were  not 
a  bona  fide  fulfillment  of  the  legal  conditions,  but  a  clear  attempt  to  evade 
the  law ;  and  in  view  thereof  the  several  scrip  locations  were  held  for 
cancellation.  It  was  further  held  that  Michael  H.  Brown  had  failed 
to  assert  his  settlement  claim  within  three  months  after  the  filing  of  the 
township  plat,  and  his  entry  was  therefore  held  for  cancellation,  and 
that  of  Joseph  W.  Allen  allowed  to  stand.  The  pre-emption  filing  of 
Thomas  Kean  wa«  also  allowed  to  stand.  From  this  decision  Merrill, 
Winston  and  the  entryman  Brown,  severally,  appealed. 

Upon  said  appeals  the  case  was  argued  by  counsel,  both  orally  and 
l)y  printed  briefs,  before  my  predecessor,  Secretary  Vilas,  who  rendered 
the  decision  now  complained  of.  In  that  decision,  after  a  statement  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  the  several  scrip  locations,  less  elabo- 
rate, but  not  materially  diffei'eut  from  that  herein  contained,  it  is  further 
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Stated,  in  substance,  that  the  facts  relative  to  these  locations,  as  freely 
admitted  by  counsel  who  have  argued  the  questions  involved,  are  that 
in  every  instance  the  half-breed  sold  his  scrip  prior  to  the  attempted 
location  of  it,  and  received  from  the  purchaser  the  agreed  price  there- 
foi: ;  that  the  transaction  was  consummated  by  the  delivery  of  the  scrip 
and  the  execution  and  delivery  therewith,  by  the  half-breed,  of  two 
letters  of  attorney,  in  printed  form,  but  left  in  blank  as  to  the  name 
of  the  attorney  and  generally  as  to  all  the  particulars  of  description^ 
by  one  of  which  authority  was  given  to  locate  the  scrip  and  do  what- 
ever might  be  necessary  to  that  end  and  to  obtain  patent,  and  by  the 
other,  to  sell  and  convey  any  lands  which  the  half-breed  might  there- 
after acquire  in  the  United  States ;  that  the  manner  of  using  these  let- 
ters of  attorney  has  been  to  file  with  the  scrip  the  one  authorizing  the 
location,  not  disclosing  the  existence  of  the  other,  and  when  the  loca- 
tion is  made,  a  conveyance  of  the  land  is  executed  by  some  one  by 
virtue  of  the  other  letter  of  attorney,  the  blanks  of  which  are  filled 
out  accordingly ;  and  it  was  held,  in  effect,  that  the  scrip  mentioned 
conferred  upon  the  half-breed  a  purely  personal  right ;  that  wMle  no 
restriction  was  put  upon  his  power  to  sell  the  land  when  located,  until 
that  time,  no  other  person  could  acquire  any  share  or  interest  in  the 
right,  nor  could  the  half-breed  transfer  to  another  the  personal  priv- 
ilege thus  conferred  upon  him  to  locate  the  land ;  that  the  transfer  of 
the  scrip  being  prohibited  by  statute,  the  right  of  location  could  not  be 
recognized  in  one  claiming  such  right  by  virtue  of  two  letters  of  at- 
torney, one  to  locate  the  scrip  and  the  other  to  sell  the  land  when  such 
location  is  made,  by  means  of  which  a  transfer  of  the  scrip  was  in  fact 
efifected;  that  the  right  of  location  upon  unsurveyed  lands  is  limited  by 
the  requirement  that  the  half-breed  shall  have  made  improvements 
thereon ;  that  improvements  made  not  by  or  for  the  use  of  the  half- 
breed,  but  for  the  immediate  use  and  benefit  of  a  party  claiming  the 
right  of  location  by  virtue  of  a  letter  of  attorney,  are  not  such  improve- 
ments as  meet  the  requirement  of  the  statute ;  that,  while  a  scrip  loca- 
tion lawfully  made  may  serve  to  pass  the  legal  title  to  the  land  out  of 
the  United  States,  no  title  can  be  acquired  under  a  location  made  by 
one  for  his  own  benefit,  contrary  to  the  statute  and.  the  regulations 
issued  thereunder,  nor  does  the  adjustment  of  a  scrip  location  to  the 
lines  of  the  public  survey  validate  such  location,  if  theretofore  invalid. 
For  these  reasons,  the  decision  of  your  office,  so  far  as  it  held  the  sev- 
eral scrip  locations  in  question  for  cancellation,  as  having  been  made 
in  violation  of  the  law  and  the  regulations  thereunder,  was  affirmed. 
It  was  further  held  that  Michael  H.  Brown  had  settled  on  the  land 
embraced  by  his  entry  under  a  contract  to  purchase  the  same  and  not 
to  acquire  title  thereto  under  the  homestead  law.  His  entry  therefore 
was  directed  to  be  canceled  and  that  of  Allen  allowed  to  stand  as  being 
superior  thereto,  subject  to  bis  showing  due  compliance  with  the  law. 
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Kean's  filing:  was  allowed  to  staud,  and  be  was  required  to  make  new 
proof  thereunder. 

Numerous  errors  are  alleged  by  Merrill  and  Winston,  respectively,  in 
their  said  motions,  but  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  that  these  allegations 
should  be  here  set  forih  in  detail,  inasmuch  as  they  involve  consider- 
able repetition  of  substantially  the  same  subject  matter  of  complaint,' 
and,  with  one  exception,  present  the  same  questions.  This  exception 
18  in  tbe  case  of  the  Huot  location.  Winston  contends  that  it  was  error 
to  have  attempted  to  determine  the  validity  of  this  location  upon  the 
present  record,  claiming  that  there  is  no  charge  made  by  any  one  suf- 
ficient to  call  such  location  in  question.  In  other  respects  the  various 
contentions  of  these  several  appellants  are  practically  the  same,  there 
having  been  no  determination,  either  by  your  office,  or  by  the  Depart- 
ment on  appeal,  of  their  respective  rights  as  conflicting  claimants  to 
lots  5  and  9,  section  26.    These  contentions  are,  in  effect, — 

I.  That  upon  the  admitted  facts,  as  above  substantially  set  forth, 
the  several  scrip  locations  in  question  are  within  the  intendment  of 
the  statute,  and,  so  far  as  concerns  their  attempted  impeachment  on  the 
ground  of  the  alleged  transfer  of  the  scrip  prior  thereto,  by  means  of 
its  delivery,  accompanied  by  two  letters  of  attorney,  executed  by  the 
half-breed,  the  one  to  locate  and  the^other  to  sell  the  land,  or  for  the 
reason  that  they  were  made  bj"  parties  claiming  the  right  by  virtue  of 
said  letters  of  attorney,  such  locations  should  be  sustained. 

II.  That  the  improvements  required  by  the  statute  when  a  location  is 
sought  to  be  made  upon  unsurveyed  lands,  are  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing notice  of  the  claim,  and  do  not  constitute  a  condition  precedent  to 
such  location,  nor  are  they  essential  to  the  validity  thereof,  except  as 
against  an  intervening  adverse  claim,  without  notice,  prior  to  the  ad- 
justment of  the  location  to  the  public  survey. 

III.  That  tbe  departmental  regulations  issued  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress impose  npon  the  scripee  additional  requirements  to  those  pre- 
scribed in  the  act  itself;  that  such  regulations  are  in  contravention  of 
the  statute  and  therefore  unauthorized;  and  that  it  was  error  to. exact 
a  compliance  with  their  requirements  in  the  matter  of  the  locations  in 
question. 

IV.  That  it  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Land  Department 
in  the  past  to  issue  patent  upon  scrip  locations  of  the  same  character, 
and  made  in  the  same  manner,  as  those  in  question,  whereby  a  rule  of 
executive  construction  has  been  established  in  tbe  premises,  in  disre- 
garding which  the  Department  erred  in  the  decision  complained  of. 

By  the  attorney  of  Brown,  the  homestead  entryman,  it  is  contended, 
(1)  that  as  the  hearing  herein  was  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing the  validity  of  the  scrip  locations,  it  was  error  to  have  considered 
the  status  of  his  entry,  and  (2)  that  the  evidence  does  not  justify  the 
conclusion  that  he  settled  on  his  claim  under  a  contract  of  purchase  and. 
not  in  accordance  with  tbe  homestead  law. 
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It  is  believed  that  the  foregoing  fairly  presents  all  the  material  ques- 
tions raised  by  the  several  motions  for  review,  though  much  more 
briefly  than  therein  stated. 

On  the  same  day  the  decision  in  this  case  was  rendered,  the  Depart- 
ment decided  two  other  cases,  in  each  of  which  similar  questions  to 
those  herein  presented,  relative  to  the  location  of  Sioux  half-breed 
scrip  upon  uusurveyed  lands,  were  involved,  and  motions  for  review 
have  been  filed  in  those  cases  by  the  losing  parties.  In  view  of  their 
similarity,  the  cases  have  been  heard  together  on  review.  They  have 
been  twice  orally  argued  by  able  counsel,  and  lengthy  and  exhaustive 
briefs  upon  the  questions  involved  have  also  been  filed. 

I  do  not  think  the  Department  erred  in  passing  upon  the  validity  of 
the  Huot  location.  It  appears  that  after  the  hearing  was  ordered  upon 
the  protests  against  the  locations  made  by  Merrill,  Winston  submitted 
to  your  office  plats  of  survey  of  the  Huot  claim  and  asked  that  an  ad- 
justment be  m<a(le  in  accordance  therewith,  and  a  hearing  ordered.  The 
adjustment  was  accordingly  made,  covering  tracts  to  which  the  former 
proceedings  showed  there  were  several  adverse  claims.  These  adverse 
claims  were  known  to  Winston,  which  fact  is  presumably  the  reason 
for  his  asking  that  a  hearing  be  ordered.  Against  the  location  as  made 
there  was  formal  protest.  True,  the  protest  was  not  sworn  to,  but 
Winston,  by  stipulation  with  the  parties  to  the  hearing  as  already 
ordered,  having  agreed  to  be  impleaded  therein  with  "  the  same  force 
and  eftect^'  as  though  he  had  been  made  a  party  to  the  contest  at  its 
commencement,  and  having  been  by  direction  of  your  office  impleaded 
accordingly,  he  must  be  considered  as  having  waived  any  defects  in 
the  formal  proceedings  calling  in  question  the  validity  of  his  claim.  It 
was  certainly  not  for  a  vain  purpose  that  he  requested,  or  was  allowed 
the  privileges  of  the  hearing-  Having  been  accorded  those  privileges, 
and  having  taken  full  advantage  thereof  by  submitting  testimony  in 
support  of  his  claim,  in  the  same  manner  as  did  other  parties  to  the 
contest,  the  Dei)artment  committed  no  error  in  my  judgment  in  passing 
upon  the  question  of  his  rights. 

This  brings  me  to  consider  the  important  question  to  be  determined 
on  this  review.  It  relates  to  the  validity  of  the  scrip  locations  and 
is  presented  by  the  several  joint  contentions  of  the  claimants  there- 
under. 

It  is  perfectly  plain  to  my  mind,  as  a  matter  of  original  construction, 
that  by  the  act  of  Congress  the  scrip  in  question  was  intended  to  be 
the  evidence  of  a  purely  personal  right  in  the  half-breed  to  locate  and 
receive  patent  for  the  number  of  acres  of  land  therein  called  for.  That 
this  is  true  is  clearly  shown  by  the  declaration  in  the  act  that  no  trans- 
fer or  conveyance  of  the  scrip  shall  be  valid.  If  the  scrip  could  not  be 
legally  transferred  or  assigned,  it  must  necessarily  follow  that  it  could 
not  be  used  as  a  means  to  acquire  title  to  lands  by  any  person  other 
than  the  half-breed  himself,  or  by  his  agent  or  attorney.    It  was,  there- 
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fore,  obviously  iuteuded  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  half-breed.  It  could 
be  lawfully  located  only  by  him  in  his  own  proper  person,  or  for  his 
sole  use  and  benefit,  by  his  legally  constituted  agent  or  attorney. 
These  propositions  will  scarcely  be  seriously  questioned.  They  are  the 
result  of  the  clear  and  unambiguous  provisions  of  the  statute.  In 
view  thereof,  do  the  locations  in  question  come  within  the  intendment 
of  the  law  1  That  they  were  not  made  by  the  half-breeds  in  person  is 
beyond  question.  In  my  judgment,  it  is  equally  clear,  so  far  as  the 
present  record  shows,  that  they  were  not  made  by  a  legally  constituted 
agent  or  attorney,  and  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  half  breeds 
named. 

They  were  all  upon  unsurveyed  lands.  In  the  Huot  case  the  location 
was  made  by  Winston.  The  record  fails  to  disclose  any  authority  what- 
ever in  Jiim  to  make  the  location  or  to  act  in  any  manner  in  the  prem- 
ises. The  alleged  letter  of  attorney  authorizing  the  location  was  given 
to  W,  W,  Hale,  without  power  of  substitution.  IJale  could  not  there- 
fore have  delegated  to  another  the  authority  thus  delegated  to  him  by 
the  half-breed,  even  if  he  had  attempted  to  do  so.  There  does  not  ap- 
pear,  however,  to  have  been  any  such  attempt.  While  the  only  appli- 
cation in  the  record  purports  to  have  been  signed  by  Hale  as  the  attor- 
ney for  Huot,  it  bears  date  long  after  the  location  was  made,  and  was  evi- 
dently nothingmore  than  a  mere  blank  form  at  thedateof  the  location  and 
remained  so  until  after  the  lands  were  surveyed.  Hale  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  location.  He  simply  appears,  at  some  time  or  other,  to  have 
signed  a  blank  form  of  application  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Wins- 
ton, who  made  the  location,  not  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  naif-breed, 
but  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  himself.  The  record  shows  that  his 
contract  with  Hale  was  that  the  latter,  as  attorney  for  the  half-breed, 
should  convey  the  lands  to  him  after  the  location  had  been  made,  and 
that  a  conveyance  was  executed  in  pursuance  of  such  contract.  It  thus 
appears  that  the  Huot  scrip  was  attempted  to  be  used  by  Winston  as  a 
means  to  acquire  title  in  himself  to  a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  plainly, 
in  my  judgment,  in  contravention  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  statute. 

It  is  vain  to  claim  that  the  location  was  made  by  him  as  the  attorney 
for  the  half-breed.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  no  evidenof?  of  any  such 
attorneyship,  as  has  been  already  shown,  and,  in  the  next  place,  it 
clearly  appears  that  Winston  acted  for  himself  in  making  the  location 
and  not  as  the  attorney  for  anybody.  Action  by  an  attorney  as  such 
necessarily  implies  the  existence  of  a  principal,  and  that  the  action  is 
for  the  principal.  Such  was  not  the  case  here.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  scrip  had  been  sold  by  the  half  breed,  and  coming  in  the  course  of 
time  into  the  hands  of  Winston,  he  used  it  for  his  own  benefit.  It  was 
evidently  not  contemplated  that  the  half-breed  should  have  any  benefi- 
cial interest  in  the  land  sought  to  be  acquired  by  the  use  of  the  scrip. 
.  The  several  locations  made  by  Merrill  depend  upon  substantially  the 
same  state  of  facts,  both  as  to  the  means  used,  and  the  results  sought 
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to  be  obtained.  Some  differences,  however,  exist.  In  the  cases  of  Young 
and  Carron  the  letters  of  attorney  were  given  with  authority  for  substi- 
tution, and  it  appears  tha^t  the  attorney,  Shillock,  did  substitute  one 
Williams  to  act  in  his  stead  in  the  premises,  but  there  is  nothing  to  show 
that  Merrill  had  an  authority  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  half-breeds 
to  make  the  locations.  In  the  case  of  Joseph  Brown,  if  the  letter  of  at- 
torney be  accepted  as  genuine  according  to  the  purport  of  its  face,  it 
follows,  necessarily,  that  Merrill  acquired  no  right  by  virtue  of  that 
power  to  locate  the  scrip  in  question.  He  could  not,  under  that  power, 
locate  any  other  scrip  than  that  therein  described,  namely:  "  No.  616, 
letter  D.^'  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  go  outside  the  letter  of  attorney  to 
seek  an  explanation  of  the  discrepancy  between  the  scrip  located  and 
that  therein  described,  it  appears,  according  to  Merrill's  own  showing, 
that  the  alleged  letter  of  attorney  was,  when  signed  by  the  half-breeds, 
nothing  more  than  a  mere  blank  form,  and  therefore  carried  with  it  no 
authority  for  any  purpose.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  it  can  be  seri- 
ously claimed  that  this  letter  of  attorney  gave  Merrill  any  authority 
concerning  the  scrip,  "No.  596,  letter  D,"  which  he  attempted  to  locate 
thereunder. 

It  is  apparent  here,  as  in  the  Huot  case,  that  the  scrip  was  located  by 
Merrill  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  half-breed,  but  for  the  sole  use  and 
benefit  of  himself.  There  was  on  his  part  no  agency  or  attorneyship  for 
the  half-breeds.  It  was  not  contemplated  that  they  should  acquire  by 
the  operation  any  beneficial  interests  in  the  lands.  In  each  case  the 
scrip  was  used  by  Merrill  as  a  means  to  acquire  title  in  himself  to  the 
lands  in  question.  It  is  proper  also  to  note  that  in  the  Carron  case 
there  was  no  evidence  presented  showing  the  death  of  the  scripee.  Na- 
poleon Carron,  or  that  Lewis  Carron  was  his  sole  heir.  This  location 
was  therefore  not  made  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  Novem- 
ber 12, 1874,  above  referred  to.  So  far  as  this  record  shows  the  scripee 
may  be  a  living  person. 

It  is  contended  with  great  earnestness  that  these  locations  are  valid, 
notwithstanding  the  manner  in  which  they  were  made.  In  support  of 
the  contention  several  authorities  are  cited  from  the  courts.  They  are 
the  cases  of  Gilbert  v.  Thompson  (14  Minn.,  541) ;  Thompson  r.  Myrick 
(20  Minn.,  205) ;  and  the  latter  case  vi  the  supreme  court  on  appeal  (99 
XJ.  S.,  291).  These  authorities  have  been  examined.  In  uiy  judgment 
they  do  not  go  to  the  extent  claimed  for  them. 

In  Gilbert  t\  Thompson,  the  case  chiefly  relied  upon,  both  parties 
claimed  title  to  the  land,  which  was  the  subject  of  controversy,  through 
one  Amelia  Monette,  a  Sioux  half-breed.  The  plaintiff  claimed  by  deed 
directly  from  Monette,  dated  May  29,  1867,  and  the  defendant  by  deed 
from  one  Benjamin  Lawrence,  as  attorney  in  fact  for  said  Monette, 
dated  July  18,  1857.  By  the  power  of  attorney  under  which  the  latter 
deed  was  executed  Lawrence  was  authorized  by  Monette 

For  me  aud  in  luy  oanie  to  enter  into  and   take  possession  of  all  the  real  estate 
belonging  to  me,  or  of  which  I  may  hereafter  become  seized,  situated  in  the  county  of 
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Waliasha,  ia  the  Territory  of  Minnesota ;  and  for  me  to  lease,  bargain,  sell,  grant 

and  confirm  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof; and  for  me  and  in  my 

name  to  make,  execute,  acknowledge,  and  deliver  unto  the  purchaser,  or  iinrchasers, 
good  and  Rufficient  conveyances. 

As  against  this  showing  of  title  in  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  offered 
to  prove  by  parol  evidence  that  the  lands  were  acquired  by  means  of 
scrip  issued  to  Monette,  the  half-breed,  under  the  act  of  July  17,  1854, 
aud  that  the  transactions  at  the  date  of  the  power  of  attorney  involved 
a  transfer  of  the  scrip,  and  were  therefore  designed  to  evade  and  defeat 
the  act  of  Congress.  The  court  held  that  the  power  of  attorney  could 
not  be  thus  contradicted,  and  declined  to  admit  the  testimonj^ ;  and  as 
between  the  contending  parties,  the  title  in  the  defendant  was  upheld. 
In  its  opinion  the  court  said  : — 

It  was  the  intention  of  Congress  that  the  right  to  acquire  public  lands  by  means  of 
this  scrip,  should  be  a  personal  right,  in  the  one  to  whom  the  scrip  issued,  aud  not 
property  in  the  sense  of  being  assignable  ;  but  no  restraint  is  imposed  upon  the  right 
of  property  in  the  laud,  after  it  is  acquired  by  location  of  the  scrip.     In  the  scrip 
itself  the  half-breed  had  nothing  which  he  could  transfer  to  another ;  but  his  title  to 
the  land,  when  perfected  under  i*/,  was  as  absolute  as  though  acquired  in  any  other  way. 
It  follows  therefore  that  any  attempt  to  transfer  the  soup,  directly  or  indirectly, 
would  be  of  no  ettect  as  a. transfer.     .     .     .     .     .     A  power  of  attorney,  so  far  as  it 

intended  to  operate  as  a  transfer,  would  be  of  no  avail ;  the  right  of  the  half-breed  in 
the  scrip  and  land  would  remain  the  same ;  it  could  not  be  made  irrevocable,  nor 
create  anv  interest  in  the  attorney.  Should  the  attoruev  sell  under  it,  he  would  be 
accountable  to  his  principal,  precisely  as  in  the  case  of  any  power  to  sell ;  but  a  sim- 
ple power  to  sell,  executed  by  a  halt- breed,  is  good  till  revoked,  aud  would  extend  to 
lands  subsequently  acquiied  by  means  of  scrip,  if  such  lands  cam*^  within  its  terms. 
We  think  such  a  power  could  not  be  varied  l>y  parol  proof  that  the  parties  had  an 
intention  not  expressed  in  it,  even  to  defeat  the  power,  except  on  the  same  grounds  as 

would  admit  such  proof  in  other  cases Whether  the  power  to  sell  would 

be  upheld  in  an  instrument,  upon  its  face  a  transfer,  the  former  being  only  incidental, 
we  do  not  decide. 

The  controlling  points  in  the  case,  as  decided  by  the  court,  pl.iiiily 
were,  (1)  that  a  simple  power  to  sell,  executed  by  a  half-breed,  such  as 
the  one  there  considered,  would  extend  to  lands  subsequently  acquired 
by  means  of  scrip,  if  within  its  terms,  and  (2)  that  parol  proof  of  an 
intent  coincident  with  the  creation  of  the  power  to  transfer  the  scrip, 
could  not  be  received  to  defeat  the  power. 

These  propositions  furnish  no  support,  in  my  judgment,  to  the  con- 
tention in  behalf  of  the  locations  here  in  question.  That  a  power  to 
sell  may  extend  to  lands  afterwards  lawfully  acquired  by  means  of  scrip 
is  not  attempted  to  be  controverted ;  and  no  question  relative  to  the  ad- 
missibility of  evidence,  such  as  that  considered  by  the  court,  can  possi- 
bly arise  in  this  case,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  government  is  here 
a  party  interested,  whereas  the  controversy  in  that  case  was  between 
contending  claimants  for  the  land  after  the  government  had  parted  with 
its  title.  While  the  rule  of  evidence  laid  down  may  properly  be  en- 
forced in  controversies  in  the  courts  between  individual  claimants,  it 
does  not  follow  that  such  a  rule  is  to  be  here  applied  as  against  the  gov- 
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ernmeut  whose  interest  itis,  before  itparts  with  its  title,to  see  that  the  law- 
has  beea  faithfully  complied  with.  It  is  entirely  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  Department  to  inquire  into  the  matters  alleged  against  the  pres- 
ent locations  no  matter  by  whom  or  how  they  are  presented;  not  only 
for  the  purpose  of  passing  upon  the  equities  of  the  case  as  between  con- 
tending claimants,  but  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
requirements  of  the  law  have  been  fully  met.  It  is  with  this  view,  pri- 
marily, that  the  present  inquiry  is  made,  and  I  know  of  no  rule  of  evi- 
dence to  exclude  any  testimony  relating  to  the  character  of  the  locations. 
That  the  court  did  not  pass  upon  the  question  here  involved  is  clearly 
shown  by  their  statement  that  "  we  do  not  decide''  whether  a  power  to 
sell  contained  in  an  instrument  on  its  face  a  transfer,  the  poicer  being 
merely  incidental  to  the  transfer,  would  be  upheld.  That  is  the  ques- 
tion here — the  only  difference  being  the  manner  of  its  presentation.  It 
properly  arises  here  on  the  record ;  in  Gilbert  v.  Thompson  it  did  not, 
the  evidence  of  the  transfer  being  excluded  on  technical  grounds,  and 
therefore  was  not  decided. 

Thompson  v.  Myrick  goes  no  further.  It  does  not  reach  the  question 
in  the  case  at  bar.  It  was  in  fact  ruled  on  Gilbert  t?.  Thompson  by  the 
State  court,  and  that  ruling  was  affirmed  by  the  supreme  court  on 
appeal. 

The  case  of  Sophia  Felix  (unreported)  is  cited  from  the  Department. 
It  was  decided  in  1863.  In  that  case,  however,  there  was  nothing  to 
show  that  there  had  been  in  fact  a  transfer  of  the  scrip  by  Felix,  the 
half-breed.  On  the  contrary,  it  appeared  that  she  had  signed  the  appli- 
cation to  locate  her  own  scrip,  and  there  being  no  proof  to  the  contrary, 
her  signature  was  accepted  as  genuine,  and  the  location  allowed  as  for 
her  use  and  benefit.  "Whether  she  could  sell  or  did  sell  the  land  after 
the  location  of  her  scrip,"  said  the  Department,  **we  need  not  inquire, 
and  the  validity  and  effect  of  any  such  sale  or  assignment  must  be  left 
to  the  arbitrament  of  the  courts."  The  case  therefore  does  not  go  to 
the  extent  of  holding  valid  such  a  transaction  as  that  here  considered. 

The  next  question  relates  to  the  improvements  required  on  unsur- 
veyed  lands.  The  act  provides  that  the  scrip  "may  be  located,"  among 
other  lands,  upon  any  "  unsurveyed  lands,  not  reserved  by  government, 
upon  which  they"  (the  half  breeds)  "have  respectively  made  improve- 
ments." I  think  this  language  clearly  makes  the  improvements  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  the  location.  Congress  has  specifically  declared  what 
lands  shall  be  subject  to  the  scrip,  thereby  excluding  all  other  lands 
than  those  defined,  from  the  right  of  location.  If  unsurveyed,  they 
must  be  lands  upon  which  the  half-breeds  have  made  improvements,  or 
they  can  not  be  located  with  the  scrip.  The  improvements  constitute 
a  part  of  the  description  of  the  lands  defined  as  locatable. 

This  view  is  strictly  in  accord  with  the  uniform  construction  given  the 
act  by  the  Department,  shown  by  the  circulars  of  instruction  from  time 
to  time  issued  thereunder  as  above  referred  to.    And  in  the  Sophia  Felix 
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case,  supra,  it  was  expressly  stated,  speakiugof  unsurveyed  lands,  ^'  that 
improvements  are  requisite  as  au  antecedent  to  the  right  of  location.'' 

But  it  is  in  the  third  place  contended  in  effect,  that  these  circular  in- 
structions are  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  in  that  they 
impose  upon  thescripee  conditions  not  authorized  thereby.  I  do  not  so 
regard  them.  It  was  clearly  within  the  power  of  the  Land  Department^ 
and,  indeed,  it  was  its  plain  duty,  to  issue  such  regulations  as  were  deemed 
necessary  to  secure  a  faithful  administration  of  the  law,  and  to  prevent 
its  evasion.  It  was  thus  required  that  when  locations  were  sought  to 
be  made  upon  unsurveyed  lands,  evidence  should  be  furnished  showing 
that  the  lands  contained  improvements  made  by  the  half-breed,  or  un- 
der bis  personal  direction  ;  in  other  words,  showing  that  the  half  breed 
had  a  direct  connection  with  the  laud,  and  was  claiming  it  for  his  per- 
sonal use.  This  requirement  is  in  no  sense  iucontniventioii  of  the  stat- 
ute. It  adds  nothing  to  it.  Unsurveyed  lands  are  not  looatablo  under 
the  act,  unless  they  contain  improvements  made  by  the  half-breed.  Tha 
regulation  simply  furnishes  a  means  of  showing  that  in  this  respect  the 
law  has  been  observed.  It  goes  no  further.  Not  being  in  conflict  with 
the  statute,  these  regulations  have  all  the  force  and  effect  of  law.  Hes- 
song  V.  Burgan  (9  L.  D.,  353),  and  cases  cited. 

The  evidence  thus  required  was  not  furnished  when  the  present  loca- 
tions were  made.  The  facts  are  that  the  improvements  were  not  made 
by  the  half-breeds,  or  for  them  in  any  sense  whatever.  They  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  locations,  and  there  was  no  purpose  that  they  should 
have  any  beneficial  interest  in  the  improvements  or  in  the  land.  It  is 
not  denied  that  improvements  may  be  made  by  an  agent.  That  was  not 
the  case  here.  They  were  made  by  the  parties  locating  the  scrip,  not 
for  the  half-breeds,  but  for  their  own  use  and  benefit.  This  it  seems  ta 
me  was  in  violation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  statute. 

The  further  contention  is  that  these  locations  should  be  sustained  for 
the  alleged  reason  that  they  were  made  in  accordance  with  the  then 
and  previously  prevailing  practice  of  the  Department  in  like  cases^ 
under  which  it  is  claimed  patents  have  heretofore  uniformly  issued. 
On  this  point  a  number  of  cases,  in  which  patents  have  gone  out,  are 
cited  from  the  files  of  the  Land  Department.  Two  only  are  claimed  to 
bear  directly  upon  the  question  of  the  transfer  of  the  scrip.  These  cases 
have  been  examined.  They  are  not  analogous  to  the  case  at  bar. 
There  is  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  record  in  either  of  them  even  tend- 
ing to  show  that  there  had  been  a  sale  or  transfer  of  the  scrip.  One 
of  them  ( Josette  St.  Germaine,  Scrip  No.  628,  letter  A,  E.  &  E.  Xo.  99^ 
San  Francisco,  Oalifornia,)  was  a  case  in  which  there  was  a  power  of 
attorney  executed  by  the  half-breed,  authorizing  the  attorney  named^ 
or  his  substitute,  to  locate  the  scrip,  and  upon  such  location  to  sell  the 
laud.  By  letter  of  substitution,  duly  executed,  the  attorney  appointed 
•another  to  act  in  his  stead.  Application  was  made  to  locate  the  scrip 
December  24, 1866,  several  months  after  the  lands  had  been  surveyed 
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In  the  field,  and  the  certificate  of  location  bears  date  February  11, 1867, 
the  day  on  which  the  plat  of  the  survey  was  filed  in  the  local  office. 
In  the  other  case  (Nancy  Eock,  Scrij)  No.  94,  letter  C,  R.  &  R.  No.  108 
Otter  Tail,  Minnesota,)  there  was  also  a  letter  of  attorney  authorizing 
the  location  of  the  scrip  and  the  sale  of  the  land.  The  application  and 
certificate  of  location  both  bear  date  December  17, 1860,  after  the  lands 
bad  been  surveyed  and  plat  filed. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  real  facts  of  these  cases,  it  is  certain 
that  the  records  do  not  disclose  anything  tending  to  impeach  the  bona 
Jides  of  the  locations.  It  was  upon  the  papers  filed  that  the  Land  De- 
partment acted  in  passing  the  locations  to  patent.  These  papers  showed 
a  simple  power  given  by  the  half-breed  to  locate  his  scrip  and  to  sell 
the  land  after  location.  That  this  could  lawfully  be  done  is  not  ques- 
tioned. The  record  failing  to  show  anything  to  the  contrary,  the  neces- 
sary legal  presumption  was,  and  is,  that  the  locations  were  lawfully 
made.  These  two  cases,  therefore,  furnish  no  support  to  the  present 
contention. 

The  other  cases  relate  chiefly  to  the  question  of  improvements  on  nn- 
«urveyed  lands.  Quire  a  number  have  been  cited.  It  is  claimed  with 
reference  to  them  that  the  locations  were  made  on  unsurveyed  lands, 
and  afterwards  adjusted  to  the  public  surveys  and  passed  to  patent 
without  any  improvements  being  shown  or  required.  Most  of  these 
cases  have  been  examined.  With  few  exceptions  they  are  found  to  be 
cases  wherein  the  application  to  locate  was  presented  after  the  lands 
were  surveyed  in  the  field.  The  certificates  of  location  were  issued 
after  the  plats  of  the  survey  were  filed  in  the  local  office.  The  locations 
were  generally  made  by  attorney,  but  in  no  case  is  there  anything  on 
the  face  of  the  record  to  show  that  the  transaction  may  not  have  been 
simply  the  bona  fide  exercise,  by  the  half-breed,  of  the  right  to  do  by 
attorney  what  he  might  lawfully  have  done  himself.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  comment  upon  what  appears  to  have  been  the  practice  iu  those  cases. 
They  are  not  analogous  to  the  cases  here.  That  fact  is  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  contention  of  counsel.  But  few  cases  are  found  of  loca- 
tions made  before  actual  survey  in  the  field,  in  which  improvements 
were  not  shown.  In  those,  it  may  be  said,  there  appears  to  have  been 
no  other  defect  in  the  locations,  and  therefore  they  differ  very  materially 
from  the  cases  now  under  consideration. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  cases  cited  failed  to  show  in  my  judgment  that 
there  has  existed  that  uniform  practice  which  is  claimed  to  have  pre- 
vailed. I  find  nothing  therefore  in  the  former  practice  to  justify  the 
Department  in  approving  the  locations  in  this  case.  The  discussion  may 
properly  end  here.  It  follows  from  what  has  already  been  said  that 
there  is  no  error  iu  the  decision  on  review,  of  which  Merrill  or  Winston 
can  complain.  ^ 

It  yet  remains  to  dispose  of  the  questions  raised  by  Brown,  thehome- 
«tead  entrymaa.    I  do  not  think  the  Department  erred  in  determining 
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the  statas  of  his  entry.  The  hearing  was  had  in  order  that  ^'  the  rights- 
of  all  parties  in  interest  may  be  protectetl.''  Brown  was  a  party  in  in- 
terest and  a  party  to  the  hearing.  He  appeared  at  the  trial  and  snb- 
milted  testimony  in  support  of  his  entry,  as  against  the  prior  entry  of 
Allen,  and  was  given  all  possible  privilege  in  that  regard.  I  see  no 
good  reason  therefore  why  the  validity  of  his  claim  should  not  have 
been  passed  upon,  and  the  Department  committed  no  error  in  my  judg- 
ment in  determining  his  rights.  It  may  be  further  remarked  that  hi» 
entry  was  improperly  allowed  in  the  first  instance,  inasmuch  as  the 
lands  were  covered  by  the  prior  entry  of  Allen,  which,  while  it  remained 
of  record,  operated  to  segregate  the  lands  from  the  public  domain  and 
to  exclude  them  from  further  entry. 

The  allegation  that  the  evidence  does  not  justify  the  conclusion  that 
Brown  did  not  settle  on  his  claim  with  the  intention  to  acquire  title 
under  the  homestead  law,  can  not  be  sustained.  The  statement  in  the 
decision  complained  of  that  Brown  moved  on  to  the  land  in  December, 
1882,  is  evidently  a  mere  clerical  error,  and  was  not  a  controlling  matter 
in  the  conclusion  arrived  at.  That  the  year  was  in  fact  1881,  instead 
of  1882,  can  make  no  material  difference.  There  is  no  further  statement 
of  any  particular  evidence  upon  which  a  change  of  ruling  is  desired.^ 
The  particular  respects  in  which  it  is  claimed  that  the  evidence  does 
not  justify  the  conclusion  of  the  Department  are  not  set  forth.  There 
is  simply  the  general  allegation.  I  do  not  think  therefore  any  suffi- 
cient reason  is  furnished  for  disturbing  the  former  ruling. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  the  several  motions  for  review  are  denied^ 


SIOUX  HALF   BREED  SCRIP— PRACTICE— CONTESTANT. 

Hyde  et  al.  v.  Eaton  et  al.    (On  Review). 

If  the  location  of  Sioux  half  breed  scrip  is  illegal  and  invalid,  a  deed  of  ratiflcatioD 
executed  by  the  beneficiary  can  not  give  it  validity  ;  nor  will  such  deed  precluder 
the  Department  from  inquiring  whether  the  improvements  placed  on  the  land 
were  in  fact  for  the  personal  use  and  benefit  of  the  beneficiary. 

In  the  disposition  of  a  case  it  is  competent  for  the  Department  to  consider  and  de- 
termine all  questions  presented  by  the  record. 

Questions  38  to  the  preference  right  of  entry  can  only  arise  on  the  application  to  ex> 
ercise  such  right,  and  should  not  be  decided  prior  to  that  time. 

An  application  to  contest,  tiled  during  the  pendency  of  proceedings  against  the  claim 
in  question,  should  be  suspended  until  the  disposition  of  the  pending  suit,  and  if 
such  suit  results  in  the  cancellation  of  said  claim  the  application  of  the  second 
contestant  must  then  be  lefused. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  January 

28, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  motions  filed  by  the  parties  in  interest  asking^ 
for  a  review  of  departmental  decision  of  February  18, 1889  (unreported), 
in  the  case  of  Thomas  W.  Hyde  and  Angus  McDonald  v,  Frank  W^ 
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EatoD,  and  Orilie  Strain  and  Fred  F.  Huntress  second  contestant,  in- 
volving Sioux  half  breed  scrip  locations  of  lots  3,  5  and  6,  and  the  SBJ 
^f  the  NWJ  Sec.  30,  T.  63  N.,  E.  11  W.,  under  certificate  19  "  D  ",  and 
of  lots  1  and  2  and  the  SWJ  of  the  NEJ,  and  the  NWJ  of  the  SKJ, 
«ame  section,  under  certificate  19  "  B,"  in  the  Duluth,  Minnesota  land 
district;  also  the  application  of  Thomas  W.  Hyde  to  file  pre-emption 
-declaratory  statement  for  lots  5  and  G,  the  SE|  of  the  NWJ  and  the 
NEJ  of  the  SWJ  of  said  section,  and  the  application  of  Angus  Mc- 
Donald to  file  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  lot  2,  the  N.J  of 
the  SEJ  and  the  SWJ  of  the  NEJ  of  said  section  30;  and  also  the  ap- 
plication of  Huntress  to  contest  both  the  scrip  locations  and  the  claims 
of  Hyde  and  McDonald. 

The  facts  pertaining  to  these  various  claims  are  sufficiently  set  forth 
in  the  decision  complained  of,  and  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  re- 
oapitulate  those  facts  here. 

On  the  part  of  the  scrip  claimants,  twenty  one  specifications  of  error 
are  assigned.  These  specifications,  except  such  as  are  hereinafter  spe- 
oifically  mentioned,  present  questions  which  were  presented  in  the 
motion  for  review  in  the  case  of  Allen  et  al.  v.  Merrill  et  al.  and  which 
are  in  the  decision  this  day  rendered  therein  fully  discussed.  The 
oonclusion  reached  there  is  adopted  here,  and  further  discussion  of 
those  questions  is  unnecessary.  , 

The  first  specification,  which  is  in  the  following  words :  "  Error  in 
foct  in  holding  that  Frank  W.  Eaton  '  filled  up  the  blanks  in  the  power 
of  attorney  to  locate,  inserting  his  own  name  as  that  of  attorney  in 
fact  for  such  purpose,'"  is  without  merit.  Eaton  states  in  his  testi- 
mony (p.  67)  that  the  power  of  attorney  was  filled  out  after  it  had  been 
acknowledged  and  after  it  was  received  by  him,  and  whether  the  act 
of  writing  in  his  name  as  the  attorney  in  fact  was  performed  by  him 
or  by  some  one  else  is  wholly  immaterial. 

In  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  specifications  it  is  insisted  that  the  lo- 
cation of  this  scrip  June  16,  1883,  after  the  execution  of  the  power  of 
attorney  May  25, 1883,  was  such  an  immediate  and  timely  execution  of 
the  power  as  to  take  this  case  out  of  the  general  reasoning  in  the  case 
of  Allen  et  al.  v.  Merrill  etaL^  and  that  it  was  error  to  assume  as  a  fact 
applicable  to  this  case  "  that  in  every  instance  the  half  breed  sold  the 
scrip  many  years  before  the  attempted  location  of  it."  Admitting  that 
there  was  error  in  the  decision  complained  of  in  the  statement  quoted, 
it  is  not  of  suflicient  importance  to  justify  a  conclusion  different  from 
that  heretofore  reached.  The  important  and  controlling  facts  remain, 
and  the  mere  fact  that  the  power  of  attorney  was  executed  a  few  weeks 
only  prior  to  the  date  of  the  location,  instead  of  years,  is  not  material. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  matters  set  up  in  these  two  specifications  to 
justify  the  granting  of  this  motion. 

The  sixteenth  specification  alleges  that  there  was  "Error  in  law  in  not 
-tindingand  holding  that  thedeedofratification  and  confirmation  executed 
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by  saidscripee  precluded  auy  examination  into  the  fact  as  to  whether 
the  improvements  on  these  lauds  were  made  for  her  personal  useand  ben- 
efit."   I  do  not  think  the  position  taken  by  the  Dep:irtment  on  this  phase 
of  the  case  has  been  successfully  assailed  in  the  arguments  advanced 
in  support  of  this  specification.    The  question  is  not  one  between  the 
beneficiary  of  this  scrip  and  her  alleged  attorney  in  fact,  but  is  one  be- 
tween the  claimants  under  the  scrip  locations  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
other  claimants  and  the  United  States  on  the  other;  and  as  against  the 
United  States  or  claimants  in  good  faith  under  the  public  land  laws, 
the  deed  of  ratification  can  have  no  effect.     The  question  to  be  deter- 
mined is  whether  the  locations  in  question  were  made  in  good  faith  in 
accordance  with  the  law  and  regulations.     As  was  said  in  the  decision 
complained  of :  -^  If  the  location  of  the  scrip  was  illegal  and  invalid, 
then  the  deed  of  ratification  could  not  give  it  validity — could  not  vital- 
ize that  which  had  notinitthegermoressenceof  legal  vitality."  There 
was  no  error  in  said  decision  on  this  point. 

This  disposes  of  all  specifications  of  error  in  the  motion  for  review 
filed  in  behalf  of  the  claimants  under  said  scrip  locations  adversely,  and 
the  conclusion  reached  in  the  original  decision  in  regard  to  these  loca- 
tions will  be  adhered  to. 

The  motion  for  review  filed  in  behalf  of  the  pre-emption  claimants 
contains  sixteen  specifications  of  error,  alleging  in  substance  that  the 
merits  of  these  claims  were  not  brought  in  question  by  the  order  for  a 
hearing  or  the  notice  issued  thereon;  that  the  testimony  touching  the 
validity  of  those  claims  should  have  been  excluded;  that  even  admit- 
ting such  testimony,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  conclusion  reached, 
that  the  testimony  was  misquoted  in  said  decision ;  that  it  was  error  to 
hold  that  the  appeal  of  these  parties  from  the  action  of  the  local  officers 
rejecting  their  respective  applications  to  file  declaratory  statements, 
which  appeal  waR  never  acted  upon  by  your  office,  was  sufficient  to 
bring  their  claims  before  this  Department  for  consideration  ;  and  that 
it  was  error  to  refuse  them  a  preference  right  of  entry. 

Un  October  9,  1884,  Hyde  and  McDonald  each  filed  a  paper,  duly 
verified  by  affidavit,  termed  "an  application  for  leave  to  contest"  the 
scrip  locations  mentioned  herein,  in  which  applications  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  respective  parties  as  pre-emptors  were  duly  set  forth  and 
in  each  of  which  it  was  alleged  that  the  party  making  the  same  had 
settled  upon  the  land  described  therein  "  for  his  own  exclusive  use  and 
benefit"  with  the  intention  of  filing  declaratory  statement  therefor 
under  the  pre-emption  laws.  On  July  20,  1885,  these  parties  each  pre- 
sented his  declaratory  statement  for  the  tract  claimed  by  him,  which 
statements  were  rejected  by  the  local  officers.  From  this  action  of  the 
local  officers  the  applicants  each  filed  an  appeal,  which  appeals  were 
transmitted  to  your  office  August  25,  1885.  With  these  facts  thus  pre- 
sented your  office  ordered  a  hearing.  At  this  hearing  testimony  was 
submitted  for  and  against  not  only  the  scrip  locations  but  also  the 
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claims  of  these  pre-emption  applicants.  Tlie  local  officers  found  in 
favor  of  the  validity  of  the  scrip  locations,  and  in  view  of  that  fact 
declared  it  unnecessary  to  consider  "the  bona  fides  of  Hyde  and  Mc- 
Donald or  their  rights  under  the  pre-emption  law." 

The  decision  rendered  in  your  office  made  no  disposition  of  the  appli- 
cations of  Ilyde  and  McDonald.  The  applications  of  these  parties  to 
file  pre-emption  declaratory  statements  came  up  with  the  record  in  the 
case  and  it  was  entirely  competent  for  this  Department,  in  the  exercise 
of  the  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  the  head  of  it,  to  consider  and  de- 
termine all  questions  presented  by  the  record.  The  testimony  alleged 
to  have  been  misquoted  is  contained  in  the  following  extract  from  the 
testimony  of  Hyde  fouiid  in  the  original  decision : 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  contract  with  Mr.  White  in  writing  or  otherwise  by  which  he 
was  to  receive  any  compensation  or  interest  in  the  land  ? — A.  Yes,  there  was  a  con- 
tract. 

Q.  Where  is  it  ?— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  When  and  where  did  you  last  see  it  T — A.  I  have  not  seen  it  since  it  was  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  White. 

Q.  What  did  it  contain  ? — A.  It  contained  that,  when  I  proved  up  I  was  to  secure 
him  a  one-half  interest. 

It  seems  the  last  answer  should  have  read  "It  contained  that,  when  I 
proved  up  I  was  to  secure  him  on  a  one-half  interest.-'  This  change 
does  not,  however,  destroy  the  effect  of  the  testimony  taken  as  a  whole, 
or  necessarily  demand  a  different  conclusion.  There  is  testimony  to 
sustain  the  finding  on  this  particular  phase  of  this  case,  and  it  is  not 
shown  that  such  finding  was  against  the  palpable  preponderance  of  the 
evidence.  In  such  cases  a  review  will  not  be  allowed.  Oroghan  Graves 
(9  L.  D.,  463). 

After  the  filing  of  the  motions  for  review  herein,  to  wit:  on  July  10, 
1889,  affidavits  of  Hyde,  McDonald  and  S.  F.  White  were  filed.  Hyde 
in  his  affidavit  sets  forth  in  substance  that  he  settled  upon  this  land 
and  built  a  house  on  the  NEJ  of  the  SWJ  of  said  section  30,  wherein 
he  has  continued  to  reside;  that  his  improvements  have  cost,  as  he 
verily  believes,  to  exceed  $3,000;  that  whatever  agreement  he  had  with 
White  did  not  affect  or  refer  to  the  above  described  tract  upon  which 
his  house  stands,  but  referred  only  to  the  land  claimed  under  the  scrip 
locations;  that  said  agreement  was  ''That  if  at  the  time  said  contest 
should  be  ended  in  favor  of  affiant  said  affiant  should  be  owing  for 
services  in  contest,  then  and  in  that  even  the  should  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  said  services  upon  the  undivided  one-half  of  sjiid  land ;"  that 
as  a  matter  of  fact  he  has  paid  his  attorney  from  time  to  time  in  cash 
and  has  paid  him  in  full,  and  that  affiant  never  contemplated  giving 
said  attorney  any  interest  in  the  land,  but  always  contemplated  paying 
him  in  cash  for  his  services.  McDonald  sets  forth  that  his  agreement 
with  White  was  that  he  would  secure  the  i)ayment  of  any  sum  that 
might  be  due  for  attorney  fees  at  the  close  of  the  contest  by  giving  a 
mortgage  on  a  one-half  interest  in  said  claim,  and  that  he  has  already 
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paid  his  attorney  iu  fall  in  cash.  White's  statement,  in  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  matter  of  the  contract  between  him  and  these  parties,  is  as 
follows : 

Deponent  further  says  that,  while  he  has  not  seen  the  written  contract  between 
himaelf  and  Hyde  for  a  long  time,  and  can  not  give  the  exact  terms  of  said  contract, 
that  be  does  remember  that  said  contract  contained  a  description  of  the  lands  sap- 
pofled  and  intended  to  be  affected  thereby  and  that  description  does  not  inclnde  the 
northeast  quarter  of  son th  west  quarter  of  section  No.  30  aforesaid. 

This  is  apparently  au  effort  to  take  the  tract  described  out  of  the 
contract  mentioned  and  to  clear  it  of  the  taint  attaching  to  the  claim. 
A  contract  made  before  entry  to  convey  any  part  of  the  land  filed  for 
renders  invalid  the  whole  claim.  The  statements  made  iu  these  afiida- 
vits  do  not  in  my  opinion  destroy  the  force  of  the  testimony  given  at 
the  hearing  or  call  for  further  action  on  these  claims.  (Smith  v.  Ouster 
et  aL,  8  L.  D.,  269.) 

The  question  as  to  whether  these  parties,  Hyde  and  McDonald  or 
either  of  them,  were  entitled  to  a  preference  right  of  entry  was  not  ex- 
pressly decided  in  the  decision  complained  of,  but  it  may  perhaps  be 
said  that  question  was  inferentially  decided  adversely  to  them  by  the 
declaration  that  the  land  was  '<  open  to  disposal  under  the  public  land 
laws  of  the  United  States  applicable  thereto.''  Any  question  as  to  their 
preference  right  of  en^try  would  arise  only  upon  application  within 
thirty  days  after  due  notice  of  the  cancellation  of  the  scrip  locations  to 
exercise  such  right  and  it  ought  not  to  be  decided  prior  to  that  time. 
Saunders  v.  Baldwin  (9  L.  D.,  391),  and  authorities  there  cited. 

The  decision  complained  of  will  be  modified  to  the  extent  of  saying 
that  the  question  as  to  a  preference  right  of  entry  in  either  of  these 
parties  is  not  decided.  It  is  not  intended  herein  to  express  any  opin- 
ion whatever  upon  that  question. 

It  is  alleged  that  a  part  of  the  land  in  question  has  been  entered  by 
other  parties  since  the  promulgation  of  said  departmental  decision,  and 
if  this  be  true  those  parties  will  be  entitled  to  notice  if  the  attempt 
shall  be  made  to  exercise  a  preference  right  of  entry. 

This  leaves  yet  to  be  disposed  of  the  claim  of  Huntress  who,  subse- 
quently to  the  hearing  had  herein  before  the  local  ofQce,  filed  an 
affidavit  of  contest  attacking  both  the  scrip  locations  and  the  pre-emp- 
tion claims.  No  action  could  at  that  time  be  taken  on  this  application, 
and  it  was  held  to  await  the  determination  of  the  proceedings  then  in 
progress.  Those  proceedings  resulted  iu  the  cancellation  of  the  scrip 
locations  and  the  rejection  of  the  applications  to  file  pre-emption  de- 
claratory statements.  This  left  nothing  for  Mr.  Huntress  to  contest, 
and  his  said  application  to  contest  should  have  been  refused.  The 
question  as  to  whether  he  was  entitled  to  a  preference  right  of  entry 
had  not  arisen,  and  the  decision  upon  it  was  error.  The  decision  com- 
plained of  is,  as  to  that  portion  relating  to  the  claim  of  Huntress,  hereby 
modified  iu  accordance  with  the  views  herein  expressed. 
17581_vOL  12 11 
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This  disposes  of  all  questions  arising  under  the  various  motions  for 
review,  and  the  decision  complained  of  is  modified  in  the  particulars 
indicated  herein. 

On  November  11, 1889,  a  patent  was  issued  by  your  office  for  lots  1 
and  2  and  the  SW4  of  the  NE|  of  said  section  30  without  authority  of 
law  or  sanction  of  the  Department.  How  said  patentcame  to  be  issued 
has  been  the  subject  of  investigation  by  the  Department,  and  the  action 
of  those  individuals  by  whose  connivance  or  neglect  the  said  patent 
was  allowed  to  go  out  from  the  Department  has  been  condemned.  So 
long,  however,  as  said  patent  remains  outstanding  and  uncanceled,  the 
Department  has  no  jurisdiction  to  make  any  disposition  of  said  land. 
John  P.  S.  Voght  (9  L.  D.,  114). 


INDIAN  ALLOTMENT.— RELINQUISHMENT— ACT  OP  FBBRUABT  8,  1887. 

Geoboe  Pbioe. 

A  non-reservation  Indian  who  has  made  application  for  an  allotment  ander  section  4, 
act  of  February  8, 1887,  has  no  authority  to  relinquish  the  same,  except  by  the  con- 
sent and  uuder  the  direction  of  the  Department. 

Secretary  Nobleto  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  November  29,1890. 

Your  commnnication  of  November  20th  was  duly  received,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  your  request  to  know  whether  a  non-reservation  Indian  has  a 
right  to  relinquish  his  claim  to  lauds  under  the  fourth  section  of  the 
general  allotment  act  of  February  8, 1887,  prior  to  the  approval  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  you  are  informed  that  no  such  relinquishment 
can  be  made  without  such  approval.  The  question  does  not  appear  to 
have  arisen,  however,  in  any  legal  way,  and  the  case  is  apparently  a 
merely  hypothetical  one,  the  local  land  office  having  refused  to  allow 
the  relinquishment  proposed  by  the  Indian. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Assistant  Attorney-General, 
to  whom  the  question  was  referred,  which  has  been  approved  by  me. 

OPINION. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Shields  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affair^^ 

November  28, 1890. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  from  First 
Assistant  Secretary  Chandler,  of  a  communication  from  the  Indian 
Office  transmitting  the  relinquishment  of  George  Price,  a  non-reserva- 
tion Ohippewa  Indian,  covering  his  entry  No.  6  of  the  S  J  of  the  SB  J, 
and  the  S  i  of  the  SW  J  of  Sec.  9,  T.  58  K,  B.  18  W.,  Dulnth  land  dis- 
trict, Minnesota,  made  July  28, 1888,  under  the  provisions  of  the  gen. 
eral  allotment  act  of  Congress  approved  February  8, 18§7  (24  Stats.. 
388), 
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From  the  papers  presented,  it  appears  that  said  Price  presented 
said  reliqaishinent,  which  was  marked'* filed  August  30,  1890,"  by  the 
register  of  said  office,  but  was  rejected  by  the  local  office  for  the  reason 
that  they  had  no  authority  to  allow  the  same,  and  for  the  further  reason 
that  they  considered  said  *'  relinquishment  to  be  in  fact  a  sale,  as  Frank 
B.  Seldon,  the  same  person  who  filed  said  relinquishment  at  the  same 
time  made  application  for  said  land,  which  application  is  held  subject 
to  your  (Oomm'r  G.  L.  O.)  action."  Said  relinquishment  and  communi- 
cation of  the  local  office  were  referred  by  the  Oeneral  Land  Office  to  the 
Indian  Office  on  October  9, 1890,  with  a  request  ^<  for  instructions  in  re- 
gard tosame."  In  a  communication  dated  November20, 1890,  thelndian 
Office  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  said  reference,  and  after  referring  to 
the  provisions  of  said  Indian  allotment  act,  and  also  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  May  14, 1880  (21  Stats.,  140),  requested  to  be  advised  by  the 
Department  ^'  whether  a  non^reservation  Indian  has  the  right  to  relin- 
quish his  claim  to  land  covered  by  application  for  allotment  under  the 
4th  section  of  the  general  allotment  act  of  February  8, 1887,  prior  to  the 
approval  of  the  same  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior."  Said  section  4 
provides : 

That  where  any  Indian  not  residing  on  a  reservation,  or  for  whose  tribe  no  reser- 
vation has  been  provided  by  treaty,  act  of  Congress,  or  exeontive  order,  shaU  make 
settlement  npon  any  surveyed  or  unsnrveyed  lands  of  the  United  States  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  he  or  she  shall  be  entitled,  upon  application  to  the  local  land 
office  for  the  district  in  which  the  lands  are  located,  to  have  the  same  aUotted  to  him 
or  her,  and  to  his  or  her  children,  in  quantities  and  manner  as  provided  in  this  act 
for  Indians  residing  upon  reservations;  and  when  such  settlement  is  made  npon  un- 
snrveyed lands,  the  grant  to  such  Indians  ohall  be  adjusted  npon  the  survey  of  the 
lands  so  as  to  conform  thereto ;  and  patents  shaU  be  issued  to  them  for  such  lands  in 
the  manner  and  with  the  restrictions  as  herein  provided. 

Section  5  of  said  allotment  act  provides : 

That  npon  the  approval  of  the  aUotments  provided  for  in  this  act  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  he  shaU  cause  patents  to  issue  therefor  in  the  name  of  the  allottees, 
which  patents  shaU  be  of  the  legal  e£Eect,  and  declare  that  the  United  States  does  and 
wiU  hold  the  land  thus  allotted,  for  the  period  of  twenty-five  years,  in  trust  for  the 
sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  Indian  to  whom  such  aUotment  shaU  have  been  made,  or, 
in  ease'  of  his  decease,  of  his  heirs  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State  or  Territory 
where  such  land  is  located,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  said  period  the  United 
States  will  convey  the  same  by  patent  to  said  Indian,  or  his  heirs  as  aforesaid,  in  fee, 
discharged  of  said  trust  and  free  of  aU  charge  or  incumbrance  whatsoever :  Provided, 
That  the  President  <tf  the  United  States  may  in  any  case  in  his  discretion  extend  the 
period.  And  if  any  conveyance  shall  be  made  of  the  lands  set  apart  and  allotted  as 
herein  provided,  or  any  contract  made  touching  the  same,  before  the  expiration  of 
the  time  above  mentioned,  such  couYcyance  or  contract  shall  be  absolutely  nuU  and 
void. 

On  September  17, 1887,  the  Department  issued  a  circular  prescribing 
the  rules  and  regulations  relative  to  allotments  under  said  fourth  sec- 
tion, which  (p.  4)  require  the  applicant — 

to  make  oath  that  he  is  an  Indian  of  the tribe ;    that  he  was  bom  in  the 

tJnited  States ,  that  he  is  the  head  of  a  family,  or  a  single  person  over  eighteen  yeara 
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of  age,  as  the  case  may  be ;  that  he  was  not  residing  upon  a  reservation  at  the  date  of 
the  act  aforesaid  (February  8, 1887),  or,  in  lieu  of  the  latter  declaration,  that  no  reser- 
vation has  been  provided  for  his  tribe,  by  treaty,  act  of  Congress,  or  executive  order ; 
that  he  has  made  actual  bona  fide  settlement  upon  the  lands  he  desires  to  have  allot- 
ted to  him,  for  his  exclusive  use  and  benefit,  and  that  he  has  not  previously  had  the 
benefit  of  said  fourth  section. 

This  must  be  corroborated,  in  so  far  as  his  Indian  character,  nativity,  and  actual 
bona  fide  settlement  are  concerned. 

The  proper  coustruction  of  said  fourth  section  has  been  heretofore 
considered  in  an  opinion  rendered  by  this  office  at  the  request  of  the 
First  Assistant  Secretary,  on  June  22, 1889  (8  L.  D.,  647),  wherein  it  was 
stated  that — 

viewing  the  act  in  all  its  parts,  thus  gathering  all  its  purposes  and  its  whole  scope, 
it  would  seem  that  it  must  have  been  the  purpose  of  Congress  to  allot  to  Indians,  not 
living  on  a  reservation,  or  for  whom  no  reservation  has  been  provided,  and  to  the 
minor  chUdren  of  such  Indians,  lands  to  the  same  extent,  in  the  same  manner  under 
the  same  restrictions  and  limitations,  mutaiU  mutandis^  as  were  enacted  in  the  case  of 
Indians  living  upon  reservations;  with  the  additioual  requirement,  however,  of 
actual  settlement  upon  the  tract  applied  for  by  the  non-reservation  adult  Indians. 

The  view  above  expressed  was  reiterated  in  an  opinion  subsequently 
rendered  upon  the  proper  form  of  patents  to  be  issued  to  the  Lac  de 
Flambeau  band  of  Ghippewas  in  Wisconsin.    (9  id.,  392.) 

The  rights  of  the  Sioux  Indians  residing  upon  lands  outside  of  the 
reservation  and  their  relation  to  the  United  States  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  Gongress  approved  March  2,  1889  (25  Stats.,  888), 
were  considered  at  length  in  an  opinion  rendered  by  me  on  February  27, 
1890,  where  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  various  treaties,  laws 
and  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  it  was  stated : 

What  the  effect  of  these  provisions  of  the  law  and  treaty  might  be  as  to  the  Indians 
itfter  patents  are  issued  it  is  unnecessary  now  to  discuss.  It  is  obvious  that  until  such 
flJlotments  are  made  and  patents  issued,  the  Indians  remain  in  a  '  state  of  pupilage 
....  as  wards  subject  to  a  guardian '  whose  rights  the  United  States  is  bound  to 
protect.    (See  Op.  A.  A.  G.,  Book  "  D"  p.  224.) 

Again,  on  July  12,  last  (12  L.  D.,  181),  in  an  opinion  rendered  by  me  on 
the  question  whether  a  half-breed  Indian  who  had  ^'  availed  himself  of 
his  pre-emption  and  homestead  rights  "  is  entitled  to  an  allotment  un- 
der the  provisions  of  said  general  allotment  act,  it  was  stated,  inter  alia^ 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  that  the  allotment  act  *^  should 
be  administered,  so  far  as  practicable,  like  any  other  law  based  upon  set- 
tlement,'' and  the  views  of  the  Indian  Office  were  concurred  in,  namely, 
that  the  Indian  who  had  already  severed  his  tribal  relatioii  and  <<  re- 
ceived the  full  benefit  of  the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws "  was 
not  entitled  to  an  allotment  under  the  general  allotment  act 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  a  non-reservation  Indian  who  has 
made  an  application  for  an  allotment  under  said  fourth  section  of  the 
act  of  1887  has  no  authority  to  relinquish  the  same  except  by  the  con- 
sent and  under  the  direction  of  the  Department.    If  good  reason  be 
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showu  why  au  allotment  shoald  be  clianged,  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior prior  to  the  issuance  of  patent  for  the  same  may  allow  the  allottee 
to  change  to  another  tract.  But  said  act  of  May  14, 1880,  has  no  appli- 
cation to  Indian  allotments  under  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  1887. 

It  does  not  appear  that  either  Price,  the  Indian,  or  Seldon,  the  appli- 
cant, appealed  from  the  action  of  the  local  office,  and  hence,  as  was  said 
in  my  opinion  of  July  12, 1890,  supra,  <<  any  expression  of  opinion  by 
the  Department  upon  a  hypothetical  case  is,  at  least,  premature." 


SCHOOL  LANDS— INDEMNITT  SELECTION. 

Levi  Jebohe  et  al. 

Indemnity  school  selections  made  by  the  Territory  of  Washington  under  the  act  of 
Febraary  2Hy  1859,  reserve  the  land  covered  thereby  from  sale  or  entry,  and  the 
land  thus  selected  is  not  released  from  such  reservation  by  the  act  providing  for 
the  admission  of  said  Territory  into  the  Union. 

Secretary  NohU  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Feb- 
ruary 10, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeals  of  the  following  named  persons  from 
the  decision  of  your  office  of  July  3, 1889,  rejecting  their  applications 
to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  tracts  respectively  set  opposite  their 
names: 

Levi  Jerome,  SE.  J,  Sec.  8,  T.  30  N.,  R.  1  W.,  Seattle,  Washington; 
Samuel  Hntchins,  NW.  i  ,  Sec.  9,  T.  30  N.  R.  1  W.,    "  " 

Arthur  Daniels,  E.  i  N£  i  &  Lots  7  and  8, 

8eo.lO,T.10N.,R.3E., 
S.  F.  Horton,  SW.  i  Sec  8,  T.  30  N.,  R.  1  W., 
T.  G.  Abbott,  W.  i  N W.  i  &  N.  i  SW.  i. 

Sec.l2,  T.19N..  R.  3  E.,  " 

G.  W.  Smith,  SE.  i  Sec.  10,  T.  19  N.,  R.  3  E.,  "  " 

Otto  Schultz,  S.  i  NE.  h  Sec.  8,  T.  30  N.  R.  1  W.      "  " 

John  C.  Corwin,  NW.  i  Sec.  8,  T.  30  N.,  R.  1  W.,    '< 
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The  several  applications  herein  described  were  made  in  April,  1889, 
and  r^ected  by  the  register  and  receiver. 

The  grounds  of  error  are  the  same  as  alleged  in  the  case  of  L.  H. 
Wheeler,  infraj  who  made  homestead  application  for  the  NB.  ^  of  Sec. 
15,  T.  38  N.,  B.  2  E.,  Seattle,  Washington.  At  the  time  these  several 
appeals  were  filed,  the  Wheeler  case  was  pending  on  appeal  in  this  De- 
partment, and  a  copy  of  the  arguments  and  specifications  of  error  in  the 
Wheeler  case  is  filed  for  consideration  in  these  cases. 

The  Wheeler  case  was  decided  by  this  Department  October  13, 1890 
(11  L.  D.,  381),  and  the  following  statement  is  there  made : 

But  independently  of  this,  the  act  of  February  2d,  1859  (Revised  Statutes,  2^5),  is 
a  general  provision  applicable  alike  to  all  the  States  and  Territories,  and  this  pro- 
vision is  not  repealed  as  to  the  State  of  Washington  by  the  17th  section  of  the 
enabling  act  of  February  22, 1889,  but  is  retained  as  a  part  of  the  grant  for  school 
purposes  by  the  10th  section  of  said  act.  Therefore  the  reservation  made  by  the 
selection  of  said  tracts,  while  the  territorial  government  existed,  still  continues  until 
said  selection  shall  be  canceled. 
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By  the  act  of  March  2, 1853  (10  Stat,  172),  establishing  the  territo- 
rial govemmeDt  of  Washington,  Congress  **  reserved  for  the  purpose  of 
being  applied  to  the  common  schools  in  the  Territory''  sections  sixteen 
and  thirty-six,  and  in  all  cases  where  said  sections  '^  or  either  or  any  of 
them  "  shall  be  occupied  prior  to  survey  thereof,  the  county  commission- 
ers in  the  counties  where  the  lands  were  situated  were^authorized  to 
locate  other  lands  to  an  equal  amount,  in  lieu  of  the  sections  so  occu- 
pied. 

By  the  act  of  February  26, 1859  (11  Stat,  385),  other  lands  were  ap- 
propriated to  compensate  deficiencies  for  school  purposes  where  sections 
sixteen  and  thirty-six  "  are  fractional  in  quantity,  or  where  one  or  both 
are  wanting,  by  reason  of  the  township  being  fractional,  or  from  any 
natural  cause  whatever."  This  was  a  general  act,  applying  to  all  the 
States  and  Territories,  and  by  it  the  county  commissioners  of  Wash- 
ington Territory  were  authorized  to  locate  lien  lands  from  additional 
bases.  The  lands  thus  appropriated  as  lieu  lands  for  sections  sixteen 
and  thirty-six  were  reserved  from  all  other  modes  of  conveyance.  John 
W.  Bailey  et  aZ.,  5  L.  D.,  216. 

The  10th  section  of  the  act  of  February  22, 1889  (25  Stat,  676),  ad- 
mitting the  Territory  of  Washington  (and  other  Territories)  to  state- 
hood, is  as  follows: 

Thi^t  apon  the  admission  of  each  of  said  States  into  the  Union,  sections  numbered 
sixteen  and  thirty-six  in  every  township  of  said  proposed  States,  and  where  such  . 
sections  or  any  part  thereof  have  been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  any  act  of  Congress,  other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  in  legal  subdivisions 
of  not  less  than  one-quarter  section,  and  as  contigaons  as  may  be  to  the  section  in  lien 
of  which  the  same  is  taken,  are  hereby  granted  to  said  States  for  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools — such  indemnity  lands  to  be  selected  within  said  States  in  such  manner 
as  the  legislature  may  provide,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  fourth  paragraph  of  section  17  of  said  act  is  as  follows : 

That  the  States  provided  for  by  this  act  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  farther  or 
other  grants  of  land  for  any  purpose  than  as  expressly  provided  in  this  act.  And  the 
lands  granted  by  this  section  shall  be  held  appropriated  aud  disposed  of  exclusively 
for  the  purposes  herein  mentioned,  in  snch  manner  as  the  legislatures  of  the  respective 
states  may  severally  provide. 

The  act  also  provides  lands  for  university  purposes ;  agricultural 
lands ;  lands  for  internal  improvements,  and  lands  to  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington for  a  scientific  school,  a  State  normal  school,  public  buildings  at 
State  capital,  and  for  State  charitable,  educational,  penal,  and  reform- 
atory institution— aggregating  500,000  acres.  These  several  grants 
were  made  in  lieu  of  the  grants  of  land  for  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement, made  to  new  states  by  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  Septem- 
ber 4, 1841  ^5  Stat.,  453),  and  in  lieu  of  any  claim  or  demand  under  the 
swamp  land  act  of  September  28,  1850  (9  Stat.,  519).  The  clause, 
namely^ "  That  the  States  provided  for  in  this  act  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  any  further  or  other  grants  of  land  for  any  purpose  than  as  expressly 
provided  in  this  act,''  relates  more  directly  to  the  several  grants  made 
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fo  the  foar  states  admitted  into  the  UDion,  in  Ilea  of  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  Ihe  act  of  September  4, 1841  {9upra\  and  of  the  act  of  September 
28, 1850  (iupra). 

In  the  act  of  March  2, 1853  («Kjpra),  to  establish  the  territorial  govern- 
ment of  Washington,  provision  was  made  for  the  reservation  of  sec- 
tions sixteen  and  thirty-six,  for  the  purpose  of  being  applied  to  the 
common  schools,  and  express  authority  was  there  given  to  the  county 
commissjoners  to  locate  lieu  lands,  where  said  sections  were  settled 
upon  prior  to  survey.  Congress  afterwards  (February  26,  J  859,  supra^) 
enlarged  the  reservations  in  the  words  of  the  act,  ^<  and  other  lands  are 
also  hereby  appropriated  to  compensate  deficiencies  for  school  purposes," 
etc. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  act  of  February  22, 1889,  admitting  these  States 
into  the  Union,  restricted  the  grants  for  school  purposes,  as  provided 
by  the  act  of  1853  and  of  1859. 

The  act  of  1853  doejs  not  grant  the  lands  therein  described ;  it  only 
reserves  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six  for  the  purpose  of  being  applied 
to  the  common  schools,  in  contemplation  of  a  future  grant.  Thomas  B. 
Watson  (on  review)  6  L.  D.,  75. 

The  lands  were  first  granted  to  the  States  upon  their  admission  into 
the  Union;  and  certainly  it  was  not  intended  by  Congress,  in  the  act 
granting  the  lands,  to  annul  the  provisions  then  made  for  reserving  the 
lands  for  school  purposes. 

The  act  of  February  26, 1859  («i<pra),  was  a  general  act,  applicable 
alike  to  all  the  States  and  Territories,  and  to  construe  the  act  admitting 
the  four  States  into  the  Union  as  restricting  the  lieu  lands  for  school 
purposes,  provided  for  in  the  act  of  1859,  would  be  to  assume  that  Con- 
gress made  less  provisions  for  the  four  new  States  than  for  the  other 
States  in  the  Union. 

And  until  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Washington  shall  provide 
the  manner  in  which  indemnity  lands  for  school  purposes  shall  bv 
selected,  and  such  manner  shall  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  t&iQ 
Interior,  under  the  act  of  1889  («tfpra),  the  reservations  made  by  the 
selection  of  said  tracts  while  the  territorial  government  existed  y9\\\ 
continue,  until  it  be  shown  that  the  land  was  not  subject  to  selection  by 
reason  of  adverse  rights  acquired  prior  to  selection. 

For  the  reasons  above  given,  the  several  applications  to  make  home, 
stead  entries  must  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  rejected.  See  case  of  Hulda 
M.  Smith,  11  L.  D.,  382. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  State  selection  of  the 
NB.  4  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  12,  T.  19  N.,  E.  3  B.,  was  held  for  cancella- 
tion by  your  office,  under  date  March  14, 1889,  and  that  no  appeal  was 
filed  from  such  action.  Since  this  tract  is  included  in  the  land  above 
described  as  applied  for  by  T.  O.  Abbott,  I  see  no  reason  why  he  should 
not  be  permitted  to  make  entry  for  said  tract,  if  he  is  qualified,  and  the 
records  of  3*onr  office  show  the  land  subject  to  such  entry. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
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INDIAN  ALLOTMENTS-ACT  OF  MAUCII  «,  1889.    . 

United  Pegbia  and  Mi  amies. 

The  anthority  to  make  allotments  under  said  act  terminates  when  the  Secretary  has 
approved  the  lists,  furnished  him  by  the  chiefs,  cootainiog  the  names  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  tribe  then  in  existence  who  are  entitled  to  allotments. 

The  inadvertent  omission  of  a  member  of  the  tribe  from  the  allotment  list  approved 
by  the  Secretary,  may  be  corrected  on  due  proof  of  the  fact. 

Becrciary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  June  25, 1890. 

I  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  commanication  of  26tb  ultimo, 
transmitting  a  communication  from  Frank  Beaver,  Ohief  of  the  Peoria, 
etc.,  Indians,  in  which  he  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  since  allotments 
were  made  to  said  Indians,  under  the  act  of  March  2, 1889,  there  have 
been  born  ten  children  who  are  by  birth  and  inheritance  members  of 
said  tribe,  and  entitled  to  be  placed  upon  the  said  roll,  and  in  which  he 
asks  on  behalf  of  said  Peoria,  etc,  tribe  of  Indians,  that  an  additional 
roll  of  membership  be  made  on  which  shall  be  placed  the  names  of 
these  children ;  and  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken  and  orders  made 
under  which  they  shall  be  each  given  two  hundred  acres  of  land  out  of 
the  surplus  lands  of  the  tribe. 

You  express  the  opinion  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  relative  to 
allotments  have  been  folly  executed,  and  that  no  authority  now  exists 
to  make  further  allotments  thereunder,  and  submit  the  matter  for  my 
decision. 

The  said  act  provides  (25  Stats.,  1013) — 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  within  ninety 
days  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  cause  to  be  allotted  to  each  and  every 
member  of  the  said  Confederated  Wea,  Peoria,  Kaskaskia,  and  Piankeshaw  tribes  of 
Indians,  and  the  Western  Miami  tribe  of  Indians,  upon  lists  to  be  famished  him  by 
the  chiefs  of  said  tribes,  duly  approved  by  them,  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  an  allotment  of  land  not  to  exceed  two  hundred  acres,  out 
of  their  common  reserve,  to  each  person  entitled  thereto  by  reason  of  their  being 
members  of  said  tribes  by  birth  or  adoption;'*'  and  farther,  *'That  sections  one  and 
two  of  this  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  consent  thereto  of  each  of  said  tribes 
separately  shall  have  been  signified  by  three-fourths  of  the  adult  male  members 
thereof,  in  manner  and  form  satisfactory  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

In  accordance  with  said  provisions  the  consent  of  each  of  said  tribes 
to  sections  one  and  two  thereof  has  been  signified  by  three-fourths  of 
the  adult  male  members  of  said  tribes,  in  manner  and  form  satisfactory 
to  the  President,  and  a  list  of  the  members  of  said  tribe  of  Indians  has 
been  duly  approved  by  the  Department,  and  allotments  have  been 
made  and  patents  issued  therefor. 

The  act  provides  that  the  remaining  or  unallotted  lands  shall  be  held 
in  common  by  said  United  Peorias  and  Miamies,  as  follows : 

After  the  allotments  herein  provided  for  shall  have  been  completed,  the  residue  of 
the  lands,  if  any,  not  allotted,  shall  be  held  in  common  under  present  title  by  said 
United  Peorias  and  Miamies  in  the  proportion  that  the  residue,  if  any,  of  each  of  tbe 
said  allotmeuts  shall  bear  to  the  other. 
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Said  act  farther  provides  tbat  at  the  expiration  of  twenty-five  years 
from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act  the  remaining  or  unallotted 
lands  may  be  equally  divided  among  the  members  of  said  tribes,  or 
sold  and  the  proceeds  divided  as  follows : — 

At  the  expiration  of  twenty-five  yean  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  all 
of  said  remaining  or  unallotted  lands  may  he  equally  divideil  among  the  members  of 
said  tribes,  according  to  their  respective  interests,  or  tbe  same  may  be  sold  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  the  President  and  tbe  adnlt  members  of  said  tribe  may  here- 
after mntifally  agree  npon,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  divided  according  to  ownership 
as  hereinafter  set  forth. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  March  2, 1889,  en- 
titled *'  An  act  to  provide  for  allotment  of  land  in  severalty  to  United 
Peorias  and  Miamies  in  Indian  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  have 
been  complied  with,  so  far  as  the  same  are  now  applicable,  and  that  no 
anthority  now  exists  to  make  further  allotments  thereunder. 

Except  that  if  a  mistake  was  made  as  to  Elizabeth  A.  Doherty  and 
land  enough  remains  she  should  have  an  allotment  Let  this  be  in- 
vestigated. 

The  enclosure  of  your  letter  is  herewith  returned,  also  a  copy  of 
oiMuion  by  the  Assistant  Attorney-General. 

OPINION. 

Assutant  Attorney- General  Shields  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ^  June 

23,  1890. 

A  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  dated  May  26, 1890, 
and  accompanying  papers,  have  been  referred  to  me  by  you  for  exami- 
nation and  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  questions  involved.  These 
arise  under  the  act  of  March  2,  1889  (25  Stats.,  1013),  <<  to  provide  for 
allotment  of  land  in  severalty  to  United  Peoria  and  Miamies  in  Indian 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  first  section  thereof  extends 
and  makes  applicable  the  provisions  of  the  general  allotment  act  of 
February  8, 1887  (24  Stats.,  388 ),  to  the  Confederated  Peoria  and  Wes^ 
em  Miami  tribes  of  Indians,  and  to  their  reservation,  located  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  Indian  Territory. 

in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  if  said  tribes  had  not  been  excepted 
from  the  provisions  of  said  ac  t,  except  as  to  section  six  of  said  act,  and  as  otherwise 
herein  provided. 

It  is  then  declared : 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed, 
within  ninety  days  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  cause  to 
be  allotted  to  each  and  every  member  of  the  said  Confederated  Wea, 
Peoria^  Kaskaskia,  and  Piankeshaw  tribes  of  Indians,  and  the  Western 
Miami  tribe  of  Indians,  upon  lists  to  be  furnished  him  by  the  chiefs  of  said 
tribes,  duly  approved  by  them  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Sec- 
retaiy  of  the  Interior,  an  allotment  of  land  not  to  exceed  two  hundred 
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acres,  out  of  their  common  reserve,  to  each  person  entitled  thereto  by 
reason  of  their  being  members  of  said  tribes  by  birth  or  adoption. 

It  is  farther  provided  that  <'  As  soon  as  all  the  allotments  or  selec- 
tions shall  have  been  made  as  herein  provided,"  the  Secretary  shall  canse 
a  patent  to  issue  to  each  person  entitled,  for  his  or  her  allotment,  recit- 
ing, among  other  things,  that  the  land  shall  not  be  alienated  for 
twenty-five  years  from  date  of  patent. 

Section  two  of  the  act  provides : 

That  in  making  allotments  under  this  act  no  more  in  the  aggregate  than  seventeen 
thousand  and  eighty-three  acres  of  said  reservation  shall  be  allotted  to  the  Miami 
Indians,  nor  more  than  thirty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  in  the 
aggregate  to  the. United  Peoria  Indians;  and  said  amounts  shall  be  treated  in  making 
said  allotments  in  all  respeots  as  the  extent  of  the  reservation  of  each  of  said  tribes, 
respectively  •  •  .  After  the  allotments  herein  provided  for  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, the  residue  of  the  lands,  if  any,  not  allotted,  shall  be  held  in  common  under 
present  title  by  said  United  Peorias  and  Miami es  in  the  proportion  that  the  residue, 
if  any  of  each  of  the  said  allotments  shall  bear  to  the  other.  Aod  said  United  Peorias 
and  Mi  amies  shall  have  power,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
to  lease  for  grazing,  agricultural,  or  mining  purposes  from  time  to  time  and  for  any 
period  not  exceeding  ten  years  at  any  one  time,  all  of  said  residue,  or  any  part  thereof, 
the  proceeds  oi  rental  to  be  divided  between  said  tribes  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
spective interests  in  said  residue.  ...  At  the  expiration  of  twenty-five  years 
from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  of  said  remaining  or  unallotted  lands  may 
be  equally  divided  among  the  members  of  said  tribes  according  to  their  respective 
interests,  or  the  same  may  be  sold  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  President  and 
the  adult  members  of  said  tribe  may  hereafter  mutually  agree  upon,  and  the  proceeds 
thereof  divided  according  to  ownership  as  hereinbefore  set  forth. 

It  appears  from  the  papers  before  me  that,  in  April,  1889,  the  chief 
of  the  Peorias  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the 
members  of  his  tribe,  and  thereon  allotments  werednly  made  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889,  and  patents  is- 
sued. The  chief  of  the  tribe,  under  date  of  May  7, 1890,  in  a  commu- 
nication to  the  Commissioner,  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 

since  said  allotments  were  made,  ten  children  have  been  born,  members  of  the  tribe, 
and  requests  that  an  additional  roll  of  membership  be  made  to  include  said  children, 
and  that  necessary  steps  be  taken  and  orders  made  under  which  they  shall  each  be 
given  two  hundred  acres  of  land  out  of  the  surplus  land  of  the  tribe. 

In  addition  to  the  above  list,  the  chief  of  the  Peorias  has  filed  here 
another,  containing  the  names  of  seven  women,  who,  he  says,  married 
members  of,  and  were  adopted  into,  the  tribe  after  the  roll,  upon  which 
allotment  was  made,  was  prepared  by  him.  He  desires  that  allotments 
should  also  be  made  to  these  women.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  surplus  is  only 
2,618  acres,  not  enough  to  make  a  full  allotment  to  all  those  named,  he 
thinks  that  the  children  should  be  first  provided  for  to  the  full  amoniit, 
for  the  **  obvious  reason  that  a  claim  of  blood  inheritance  is  stronger 
than  a  claim  based  simply  on  inter-marriage  with  the  tribe  and  the  cus- 
tom to  recognize  such  relationship  by  adoption  into  the  tribe." 

As  the  application  in  behalf  of  the  women  was  not  before  the  Oom- 
missioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  he  has  expressed  no  opinion  thereon ;  but 
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in  relation  to  the  application  in  behalf  of  the  cliildreD,  be  says:  ^'  In 
my  opinion,  tbe  provisions  of  tbe  act  relative  to  allotments  have  been 
fully  executed,  and  that  no  authority  now  exists  to  make  further  allot- 
ments thereunder." 

In  answer  to  this  opinion  of  the  Commissioner,  it  is  urged  that  the 
act  of  Congress  being  merely  directory  in  its  character,  the  Secretary 
may  make  additional  allotments  as  children  are  bom  to  the  tribe,  as 
often  as  the  chief  may  farnish  a  list,  until  the  surplas  is  exhausted ; 
that  to  hold  otherwise  would  make  Congress  perpetrate  an  injustice 
upon  children  born  after  the  first  allotment. 

The  question  here  presented  is  not  entirely  free  from  difficulty,  and 
strong  arguments  may  be  advanced  on  both  sides  of  it,  from  an  equita- 
ble standpoint ;  but  the  executive  cannot  be  controlled  by  such  consid- 
erations alone,  and  must  execute  the  law  as  he  finds  it,  and  gathering 
its  intention  from  the  language  used. 

I  think  it  may  be  conceded  that,  so  far  as  the  allotments  are  required 
to  be  made  ^'within  ninety  days  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act", 
the  language  is  simply  directory,  and  that  allotments  made  after  that 
time  would  not  be  invalid,  because  of  that  reason  alone.  Here  time  is 
not  of  the  essence  of  the  act  to  be  performed,  and  it  is  apparent  that, 
were  the  performance  of  that  act  restricted  to  the  prescribed  ninety 
days,  great  injustice  would  result  to  the  Indians,  through  no  fault  of 
theirs,  but  through  the  want  of  action  on  the  part  of  others  over  whom 
they,  the  intended  beneficiaries  under  the  act,  would  have  no  control. 
Endlich  on  Statutes,  sec.  434-436. 

I  think,  theretore,  that  section  one  of  the  act  may  be  read  as  though 
the' time  limit  was  not  in  it,  and  notwithstanding  the  allotments,  it  is 
stated,  were  not  actually  made  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  ninety 
days,  they  were,  in  my  opinion,  properly  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  statute  of  1889. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  would  seem  that  the  duty  of  making  allotments, 
upon  lists  presented  and  approved  by  him  is  mandatory  upon  the  Sec- 
retary, the  rule  being  that  where  power  is  given  to  public  officers  and 
the  public  interests  or  individual  rights  call  for  its  exercise,  the  lan- 
guage used,  though  permissive  in  form,  is  in  fact  peremptory,  and  im- 
poses a  "  positive  and  absolute  duty."  Supervisors  v.  United  States  (4 
Wall.,  435-446) ;  Endlich  (Sec.  312). 

The  obligation  to  make  said  allotments  being  thus  mandatory  upon 
the  Secretary,  the  law  pointed  out,  by  the  same  mandate,  when  that 
duty  should  be  performed.  It  would  have  been  a  vain  thing  to  have 
imposed  upon  that  officer  an  imperative  duty  and  have  omitted  to  point 
out  under  what  circumstances  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  discharge 
that  duty,  so  that  its  actual  performance  by  him  might  be  indefinitely 
postponed.  Clearly,  Congress  intended  that  the  allotments  should  be 
made  and  completed  within  a  reasonable  time,  for  in  the  second  sec- 
tion  of   the  act  it  is  said,    ^' After  the  allotments  herein  provided 
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for  sball  have  been  completed,  the  residue  of  the  lands,  if  any,  not 
allotted,  shall  be  held  in  common,^  etc.  Unqaestionably  this  language 
plainly  contemplates  an  absolute  completion  and  ending  of  the  work  of 
making  the  allotments  provided  for.  When  this  point  of  completion  is 
arrived  at,  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  in  the  premises  seems  to  be  ended, 

for  it  is  declared  that  then  <<  the  residue  of  the  lands, not 

allotted,  shall  be  held  in  common  under  present  (treaty)  title"  by  the 
Indians,  with  power  to  lease  the  same  for  a  period  not  exceeding  ten 
years ;  that  thereafter  an  ultimate  division,  among  the  members  of  the 
tribe,  of  said  surplus  lands  or  their  proceeds,  shall  be  made. 

The  above  provisions,  and  the  plain  language  in  which  they  are  ex- 
pressed, make  it  clear  to  me  that  Congress  did  nbt  intend  the  provision 
relating  to  allotments  to  be  a  continuing  one,  as  long  as  any  land  was 
left  to  divide.  It  was  reasonably  certain,  in  the  course  of  time  and  na- 
ture, that  other  marriages  of  whites  with  members  of  the  tribes  would 
occur,  and  consequently  that  other  adoptions  therein  would  take  place, 
also  that  other  children  would  be  bom.  If  it  had  been  intended  that 
every  time  anew  member  was  adopted  into  the  tribe  or  another  child 
born  therein  that  another  allotment  should  be  made,  it  would  have  been 
easy  to  say  so,  or  at  least  to  have  left  the  surplus  in  a  condition  that  an 
implication  to  that  effect  would  have  been  justified.  But  not  only  is 
the  completion  of  the  allotments  expressly  ordered,  but  the  residue  or 
surplus  thereafter  is  so  disposed  of  that  only  another  act  of  Congress 
can  change  its  destination. 

Having  reached  this  conclusion,  the  next  question  is,  when  was  the 
allotment  completed,  in  contemplation  of  the  actt 

I  have  but  little  difficulty  in  determining  that  the  allotment  is  com- 
pleted when  the  Secretary  has  approved  the  lists,  furnished  him  by  the 
chiefs  of  the  tribes  as  directed  in  the  act,  containing  the  names  of  all 
members  of  the  tribes  then  in  existence  who  are  entitled  to  allotments. 
The  chiefs  are  authorized  to  prepare  and  approve  the  lists  of  allottees, 
and  there  is  no  pretence  here  that  correct  and  complete  lists  were  not 
presented,  except,  perhaps,  in  one  case  hereinafter  referred  to.  The 
Secretary  is  to  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  lists  thus  presented,  and, 
under  his  supervisory  power,  cause  mistakes  therein  to  be  corrected  or 
omissions  supplied.  When  he  has  approved  of  such  lists,  themandate  of 
the  law  has  been  complied  with  as  to  the  imposed  obligation  to  make 
allotments.  The  other  duties  under  the  act,  relating  to  the  issue  of  pat- 
ents, approving  leases,  etc.,  all  relate  to  matters  to  be  done  after  the  al- 
lotments *'  have  been  completed, "  and  are  no  part,  properly  speaking, 
of  the  act  of  making  the  allotments. 

When  this  act  has  been  done,  the  further  provision  of  the  act  ope- 
rates, <'  proprio  vigore, "  removes  the  residue  of  said  lands  beyond  the 
exhausted  jurisdiction  conferred  for  a  special  purpose,  and  restores  them 
to  the  Indians  for  use  in  common  under  the  former  treaty  title. 
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The  allotments  in  the  present  case  were  approved  by  the  Secretary  on 
April  23f  1889,  on  lists  seemingly  correct.  The  lands,  after  the  comple- 
tion of  that  act,  passed  beyond  his  jurisdiction  for  the  parpose  of  mak- 
ing allotments,  and  I  do  not  see  how,  one,  two  or  five  years  thereafter, 
he  can  at  will  resume  special  jurisdiction  of  the  lands,  withdraw  them 
from  the  reservation  in  which  the  law  placed  them,  and  make  allotments 
thereof  to  parties  who  were  not  in  esse,  or  if  living,  not  members  of  the 
tribe  when  the  first  allotment  was  made. 

In  addition  to  the  application  made  in  behalf  of  the  seven  married 
women  before  referred  to,  Elizabeth  A.  Doherty  has  also  filed  an  appli- 
cation here  for  an  allotment,  claimiug  that  she  was  a  member  of  said 
tribe  at  the  time  the  lists  were  prepared  and  that  her  name  was  inad- 
vertently omitted.  If  this  allegation  be  true,  it  is  such  a  mistake,  or 
omission,  as  in  my  opinion  the  Secretary  has  a  right  and  ought  to  cor- 
rect by  causing  an  allotment  to  be  made  to  her.  But  it  is  a  mere  unsworn 
allegation  on  her  part,  though  her  statements  are  apparently  confirmed 
in  a  letter  from  the  chief.  These  statements  are  somewhat  confused, 
and  it  does  not  clearly  appear  that  Kirs.  Doherty  was  entitled  to  an 
allotment  as  claimed.  I  would  suggest  the  matter  be  ipvestigated,  and 
if  it  is  made  satisfactorily  to  appear  that  she  was  a  member  of  the  tribe 
at  that  time,  and  her  name  was  improperly  omitted  from  the  approved 
list,  that  upon  the  formal  presentation  of  her  name  by  the  chief,  you 
cause  the  mistake  to  be  corrected  and  an  allotment  to  be  made  to  her, 
if  the  Peorias  be  yet  entitled  to  that  much  land,  the  said  act  of  Congress 
limiting  the  aggregate  amount  of  their  allotments  to  33,218  acres. 


APPLICATION  TO  BNTER-INITIATION  OF  BIGHT. 

Williams  v.  Olabk. 

The  right  of  aa  applicant  for  pablic  land  should  be  held  to  relate  baok  to  the  date 
when  the  application  is  actually  made,  irrespective  of  a  later  date,  shown  by  the 
papers,  through  no  fault  of  the  applicant. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office,  February  11, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  A.  Williams  v.  Oharles  W.  Olark, 
Involving  certain  lands  in  the  Harrison  land  district,  Arkansas. 

Williams,  on  July  23, 1881,  made  homestead  entry  of  the  £•  i  of  the 
NB.  1  of  Sec.  24,  T.  19  K,  B.  29  W. 

Clark,  on  January  28,  1886,  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  said 
entry  on  charge  of  stbandonment. 

Hearing  was  had  March  6, 1886.  The  entryman  defaulted,  and  de- 
cision was  rendered  by  the  local  officers  in  favor  of  contestant. 

On  or  about  September  1, 1886,  the  local  officers  issued  notice  to  both 
parties  that  decision  had  been  rendered  in  favor  of  contestant.  The 
entryman  did  not  appeal  from  this  decision,  and  his  entry  was  canceled 
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by  yoar  office  letter  of  Aagast  12,  1S87,  which  also  directed  the  local 
officers  to  notify  Clark  of  his  preference  right  to  enter  the  tract. 

The  entryman  states,  in  sabstauce,  that  he  went  to  Missonri  on  busi- 
ness, and  was  there  taken  very  sick  ;  that  he  remained  sick  for  a  year; 
that  this  was  the  reason  of  his  apparent  abandonment  of  the  entry,  of  his 
defaalt  at  the  hearing,  and  of  his  failare  to  appeal ;  that  upon  his  re- 
covery he  returned  to  Arkansas,  where,  on  February  20, 1888,  he  filed 
pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the  identical  tract  formerly  cov- 
ered by  his  homestead  entry. 

On  February  18, 1889,  he  made  final  proof,  showing  that  about  Feb- 
ruary 16, 1888,  he  built  a  house,  in  which  he  established  residence,  with 
his  wife  and  oae  child,  on  March  12th  following^,  continuing  to  reside 
therein  until  making  proof;  that  he  had  built  a  stable,  fenced  fifteen 
acres,  which  he  had  put  in  crop,  and  planted  fifteen  acres  of  orchard. 

Against  this  proof  Olark  protested,  claiming  the  tract  by  virtue  of 
his  preference  right  of  entry ;  alleging  that  upon  the  decision  of  the  lo- 
cal officers  in  his  favor  in  1886  he  had  moved  on  to  the  tract ;  that  the  im- 
provements which  Williams  claimed  to  have  been  made  by  himself  were 
not  so  made,  but  had  been  mainly  put  on  the  place  by  a  prior  occupant 
named  Foster;  that  he  (Clark)  had  continued  to  reside  upon  the  tract 
awaiting  the  action  of  yoar  office  in  the  matter;  that  the  notice  of  the 
cancellation  of  Williams's  homestead  entry,  and  of  his  own  preference 
right — having  been  sent  to  Brightwater,  Arkansas,  which  was  not  his 
post-office  address — was  not  received  by  him  until  February  24, 1888 ; 
that  on  the  same  day  he  made  out  a  homestead  application,  which  was 
forwarded  to  the  local  office,  accompanied  by  the  money  for  fees  and 
commissions. 

This  allegation  of  Clark's  was  met  by  the  counter  allegation  of  Will- 
iams that  Clark  had  received  notice  at  an  earlier  date — to  wit,  in  Au- 
gust, 1887. 

Thereupon  your  office,  on  March  28, 1889,  ordered  a  hearing  to 
determine  the  date  when  Clark  received  notice  of  the  cancellation  of 
Williams's  entry.  Such  hearing  was  had  June  11, 1889.  Williams,  al- 
though he  acknowledged  receipt  of  notification  by  registered  letter, 
made  default.  Clark  made  affidavit  that  he  received  notice  February  24, 
1888,  and  not  before.  This  was  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  a  wit- 
ness who  saw  him  on  that  date  take  from  the  post-office  t<he  letter  con- 
taining said  notice. 

Your  office  therefore,  on  August  3, 1889,  held  that  <'  Williams'  filing 
must,  accordingly,  be  held  to  have  been  made  in  contravention  of 
Clark's  right  as  a  preferred  claimant,  and  his  proof  is  rejected." 

From  your  decision  Williams  appeals,  on  the  following  ground : 

The  Htatute  in  snch  cases  made  and  pxx>yided  prescribes  that  not  more  than  thirty 
days  shall  elapse  between  notice  of  cancellation  to  contestant,  and  the  iiliug  of  his 
entry  thereafter.  It  is  noted  herein  that  the  year  1888  was  a  *'  leap-year  " ;  that  Feb- 
ruary of  1888  had  29  days;  per  consequence,  the  period  from  February  24  to  March 
26,  1888,  was  thirty-one  days. 


DECISIONS  BELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  175 

Inasmuch  as  Williams  defaulted  at  the  hearing  ordered  specially  to 
determine  the  date  when  Glark  received  notice  of  the  cancellation  and 
of  his  preference  right  of  entry,  and  inasmuch  as  in  his  appeal  he  tac- 
itly abandons  all  claim  that  Olark  received  such  notice  prior  to  Febru- 
ary 24, 1888,  all  dispute  as  to  the  date  of  receipt  of  said  notice  by  Glark 
is  eliminated  from  the  controv  ersy,  and  the  only  question  in  issue  is, 
did  Glark  apply  to  make  entry  of  the  tract  within  thirty  days  from 
February  24, 1888 1 

Clark's  testimony  at  the  (last)  hearing,  relative  to  this  branch  of  the 
case,  concludes  as  follows : 

Thftt  I  received  notice  from  the  said  land  office  of  the  canceUation  of  said  home- 
stead entry,  and  of  my  preference  right  aUowed  within  which  to  homestead  the  land, 
on  the  24th  day  of  Fehmary,  1888,  and  not  before;  and  that  immediaiely — to  wit,  on 
the  same  day — to  homestead  the  land. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  order  to  complete  the  sense  it  is  necessary 
to  understand  the  words,  ^'I  applied,"  as  being  inserted  jnst  preceding 
the  last  four  words  above  quoted.  That  such  was  the  intention  of  the 
affiant  is  plain  from  his  affidavit  in  regard  to  the  same  subject,  made 
on  the  occasion  of  his  protesting  Williams's  homestead  proof,  as  follows: 
^'  On  the  24th  day  of  February,  1888, 1  made  application,  through  John 
Black,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  Benton  county,  Arkansas,  to  home- 
stead,'' etc. 

The  application  included  not  only  the  E.  i  of  the  NE.  i  of  Sec.  24, 
T.  19,  B.  29,  previously  covered  by  Williams's  entry  (8upra)j  but  the 
adjoining  W.  i  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  19,  T.  19,  E.  28.  There  was  a  dis- 
crepancy in  the  records  of  the  local  office  and  those  of  your  office  as  to 
the  area  of  the  N W.  i  ot  the  N W.  |  of  said  Sec.  19 ;  and  the  local  officers 
declined  to  accept  Olark's  application  until  this  discrepancy  was  recon- 
ciled.   The  register  wrote  Mr.  Glark,  on  March  19, 1888 : 

You  can  now  send  in  yonr  application, as  we  have  just  received  a 

letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  the  NW.  i  of  the  NW. 
I  of  Sec.  19,  T.  19,  R.  28,  contains  only  37.70  acres,  in  place  of  65.70  acres  as  shown  hy 
onr  records.  I  have  written  John  Black  to-day,  and  if  he  still  has  your  application 
he  wiU  send  it  on  at  once. 

The  homestead  affidavit  and  the  non-mineral  affidavit  we^  sworn  to 
on  the  24th  of  February  3  so  not  only  Olark's  corroborated  affidavit,  but 
the  entry-papers  other  than  the  application,  the  correspondence  with 
the  register  relative  thereto,  and  all  attendant  circumstances,  indicate 
that  Olark's  application,  although  bearing  date  March  26, 1888,  was  in 
fact  made  on  the  24th  of  February,  1888— the  day  wh;m  he  received  no- 
tification of  the  cancellation  of  Williams's  entry  and  of  his  own  prefer- 
ence right. 

The  entryman  having  done  everything  that  the  law  required  him  to 
do,  and  the  delay  in  the  acceptance  and  dating  of  his  application  having 
resulted,  not  from  any  fault  of  his,  but  from  a  discrepancy  apparent 
lipon  the  government  records,  his  right  will  be  considered  as  relating 
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back  to  the  time  when  the  application  was  made,  regardless  of  its  later 
date.    (See,  as  bearing  incidentally  upon  this  point,  Lytle  v.  Arkansajs, 
9  How.,  333 ;  Patrick  Kelley,  11  L.  D.,  326.) 
Your  office  decision  appealed  from  is  therefore  affirmed. 


SCHOOL  LANDS— INDIAN    RBSERVATION— INDIAN    RIGHT    OP    OCCU- 
PANCY. 

Uenby  Shebby. 

The  fee  to  the  school  sections  within  the  Meaomonee  Indian  reservation  passed  hy 
the  school  grant  to  the  State,  subject  however,  to  the  Indian  right  of  occapancy, 
which  yet  exists,  and  neither  the  State,  nor  its  assignee,  can  in  any  way  inter- 
fere with  the  full  enjoyment  of  said  right. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Novem- 
ber 11, 1890. 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  coinmunication  of  29th  ultimo,  re- 
porting action  taken  relative  to  timber  on  16th  sections  in  the  Menom- 
onee  reservation,  Wisconsin,  and  asking  the  decision  of  the  Department 
as  to  what  are  the  rights  of  the  respective  parties  claiming  adverse  in- 
terests nnder  the  law  and  facts  presented;  and  of  your  communication 
of  6th  instant  transmitting  communication  of  Messrs.  Hooper  and 
Hooper,  attorneys  for  Mr.  Henry  Sherry,  a  claimant  to  certain  lands 
within  some  of  said  sections. 

In  response  thereto,  I  transmit  herewith  an  opinion  of  the  Assistant 
Attorney  General  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  to  whom  the  mat* 
ter  was  referred,  in  whose  views  I  concur. 

Judge  Shields  says : 

Under  the  rulings  in  Beecher  v,  Wetherby,  it  would  seem  to  be  clear  that  the  fee 
simple  to  the  school  sections,  within  the  present  Menomonee  reservation,  had  passed 
from  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  yet,  being  subject  to  the  Indian 
right  of  occupancy,  a  right  which  has,  in  this  instance,  existed  continuously  from  the 
discovery  of  the  country  to  the  present  day,  and  a  right  which  yet  exists ;  in  my 
opinion  neither  the  State  nor  its  assignee  can  in  any  manner  interfere  with  the  fuU 
enjoyment  of  that  right.  For  the  State's  officers  or  its  assignee  to  cut  timber  upon 
said  sections,  during  the  right  of  occupancy  of  the  same  by  the  Indians,  would  un- 
questionably be  a  curtailment  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  right  which  the  supreme 
court  has  said  '  is  unlimited ;'  and  consequently  is  a  violation  of  law.  United  States 
V.  Cook,  suprttf  (p.  593).  The  cutting  of  timber  upon  said  sections  being  iUegal,  in 
my  opinion,  it  follows  that  the  State's  officers  or  its  assignees  can  have  no  right  to 
pass  through  the  reservation  for  the  purpose  of  committing  said  illegal  act. 

OPINION. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Shields  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Novem- 
ber 10, 1890. 

I  have  received  by  your  reference,  with  a  request  for  an  opinion  upon 
the  questions  presented,  a  letter  and  accompanying  papers  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  AfiTairs  relative  to  the  sghoolseotLons  lu.  tQwuA 
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30  R.  15  and  16  within  the  Menomonee  Indian  reservation  in  the  State 
of  Wisconsin. 

The  Menomonee  Indian  reservation  in  Wisconsin  was  first  defined 
and  boanded  by  treaty  of  August  19, 1825  (7  Stats.,  272).  By  a  second 
treaty  of  October  18,  1848  (9  Stats.  952),  said  Indians  ceded  to  the 
United  States  all  their  lands  in  Wisconsin,  other  lands  being  set  apart  for 
them  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  It  was  stipulated,  however,  in  the 
eighth  article  of  said  treaty  that  they  were  to  be  permitted  to  remain 
on  the  ceded  lands  for  the  period  of  two  years  and  until  the  President 
should  notify  them  that  the  same  are  wanted.  The  Indians  having  re- 
mained upon  the  ceded  lands,  and  not  desiring  to  leave  them  and  go 
to  the  new  reservation  assigned  them  beyond  the  Mississippi,  by  another 
treaty  of  May  12, 1854,  (10  Stats.,  1061),  those  lands  were  ceded  back 
to  the  United  States,  and  in  consideration  of  such  cession,  and  to  give 
to  the  Indians  the  lands  ''  desired  by  the  tribe  and  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  them  the  same  for  a  perm^inent  home,''  the  present  reservation 
was  established  and  described  as — 

that  tract  of  conntry  lying  upon  the  Wolf  river,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  com- 
mencing at  the  southeast  corner  of  township  28  north  of  range  16  east  of  the  fourth 
principal  meridian,  ronning  west  twenty-four  miles,  thence  north  eighteeu  miles, 
theuce  east  twenty-four  miles,  thence  south  eighteen  miles,  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning— the  same  being  townships  28,  29,  and  30,  of  ranges  13,  14,  15,  and  16,  accord- 
ing to  the  public  surreys. 

The  townships  and  sections  referred  to  by  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs  are  within  this  reservation  as  they  were  originally  within 
the  Indian  conntry  and  within  the  first  reservation  established  by  the 
treaty  of  1825,  supra. 

By  section  7  of  the  act  of  August  6,  1846  (9  Stats.,  56),  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  to  form  a  State  government,  it 
was  provided : 

That  section  numbered  sixteen  in  every  township  of  the  public  lands  in  said  State, 
and  where  such  section  has  been  sold  or  otherwise  df sposed  of,  other  lands  equiva- 
lent thereto,  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be  granted  to  said  State  for  the  use 
of  the  schools. 

Wisconsin  was  admitted  into  the  Union  by  the  act  of  May  29, 1848 
(9  Stats.,  233). 

Id  1852  the  township  lines  of  the  public  surveys  were  extended  over 
towns  30  B.  15  and  16  and  nearly  all  of  the  lands  ceded  in  the  treaty 
of  October  1848  by  the  Menomonees  to  the  United  States ;  In  July  and 
Aagast,  1853,  said  townships  were  sectionized  and  the  plats  of  the  sur- 
veys thereof  were  approved*  February  20, 1854 ;  prior  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  present  reservation  by  the  treaty  of  May  12, 1854,  supra. 

By  treaty  of  February  11, 1856  (11  Stats.,  679),  the  Menomonee  In- 
dians ceded  to  the  United  States  a  tract  of  land,  not  to  exceed  two 
townships  in  extent,  along  the  western  part  of  their  said  reservation  on 
its  southern  line,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  thereon  the  Stockbridge 
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and  MuDsee  Indians.  By  act  of  Febraary  6,  ?87I  (16  Stats.,  404),  all 
of  said  last- mentioned  two  townships,  exoept  eighteen  sections  thereof, 
were  directed  to  be  sold  and  were  subsequently  sold. 

Some  time  after  1873  one  Beecher,  who  had  purchased  from  the  United 
States  and  received  patent  for  section  16,  T.  28,  B.  14,  part  of  the  land 
sold  under  the  last-cited  act,  replevied  from  Wetherby  certain  logs  cut 
by  the  latter  on  said  section  sixteen,  which  he  claimed  by  purchase  from 
the  State  avS  of  its  school  lauds.  The  case  of  Beecher  v,  Wetherby 
finally  reached,  and  was  decided  by,  the  United  States  supreme  court, 
(95  U.  S.,  517).  It  was  there  held  that  by  the  compact  with  the  State 
the  fee  simple  title  to  section  sixteen  in  every  township  of  the  public 
lands,  or  the  lands  which  might  be  embraced  within  those  sections, 
which  had  not  been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  passed  to  the  State ; 
that  they  were  set  apart  from  the  public  domain  and  withdrawn  from 
any  subsequent  disposition,  and  all  that  remained  for  the  United  States 
to  do  in  respect  to  the  same  was  to  identify  the  sections  by  appropriate 
surveys,  if  they  had  not  been  surveyed,  and  make  proper  transfer  of 
title ;  but  they  could  not  be  diverted  from  their  appropriation  to  the 
State  by  any  sale  or  disposition  subsequent  to  the  compact  with  the 
State,  p.  524.  Referring  to  the  claim  that  the  lands  in  controversy  had 
been  part  of  a  prior  reservation  for  the  Indians,  the  court  said  that  the 
right  which  the  Indians  had  was  only  that  of  occupancy,  and  at  the 
time  the  logs  were  cut  the  Indians  had  removed  from  the  lands  in  con- 
troversy, and  the  act  of  February,  1871,  supra^  directing  the  sale  of  said 
lands  should  be  held  to  apply  only  to  those  sections  outside  of  the 
school  sections  in  said  township.  It  was  decided  therefore  that  the 
title  of  the  State  to  the  school  section  was  superior  to  that  of  Beecher 
claiming  to  have  bought  from  the  United  States  under  the  act  of  1871, 
supra. 

I  understand  from  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
submitted  to  me,  that  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  having  sold  sections 
sixteen  in  towns  30  B.  15  and  16  to  one  Sherry,  the  latter  claims  the 
right  of  ingress  and  egress,  through  the  M enomonee  reservation,  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  and  hauling  timber  from  said  sections  sixteen.  To 
this  proposition  the  Indian  Office  objects,  and  you  wish  my  opinion 
whether,  under  existing  circumstances,  in  view  of  the  decision  in 
Beecher  v,  Wetherby,  supra^  Sherry  has  the  right  to  cut  and  remove 
the  timber  from  said  sections. 

There  is  a  marked  difference  between  the  condition  of  the  land  in 
controversy  in  that  case,  and  the  land  in  the  present  case.  There  the 
Indians  had  abandoned  possession  of  the  land,  and  the  United  States 
officers,  misapprehending  the  purport  of  the  act  of  1871,  supra^  had  un- 
dertaken to  sell  the  sixteenth  section  along  with  the  other  sections. 
In  the  present  case,  the  Indians  have  never  abandoned  or  V>een  out  of 
possession  of  the  land  and  are  yet  in  possessiDn  of  the  same.  They 
were  in  possession  of  it  when  the  country  was  first  discovered.    Their 
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right  to  it  was  recognized  by  the  first  treaty  of  1825,  When,  on  October 
18, 1848,  after  the  admission  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  they  agreed 
to  cede  to  the  United  States  all  of  their  lands  within  that  State,  it  was 
expressly  stipulated  that  they  were  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in  posses- 
sion thereof  until  notified  by  the  President  to  the  contrary.  They  did 
remain  in  possession  and  never  were  notified  by  the  President.  On  the 
contrary,  the  former  treaty  was  virtually  abrogated  pro  tantOy  and  a 
new  treaty  made  whereby  a  portion  of  the  ceded  lauds  were  secured  to 
them  for  a  permanent  home,  and  they  are  yet  in  possession  of  the  same. 
Therefore,  the  important  element  of  abandonment  which  existed  in  the 
case  of  Beecher  v.  Wetherby  is  absent  in  this  and  we  have  instead  a 
continuous  occupancy. 

The  title  by  which  the  Indians  possessed  these  lands  is  the  only  and 
original  one  by  which  a  right  to  any  portion  of  the  public  domain  is 
recognized  as  residing  in  them.  It  was  the  title  by  occupancy;  and,  in 
this  case,  it  was  specially  guaranteed  to  them  as  before  stated.  Says 
the  supreme  court  in  Uniti*d  States  v.  Cook  (19  Wall.,  591) :  • 

the  right  of  the  Indians  to  their  oconpancy  is  as  sacred  as  that  of  the  United  States 
to  the  fee,  bat  it  is  only  a  right  of  occnpancy.  The  possession  when  abandoned  by 
the  Indians  attaches  itself  to  the  fee  without  further  grant. 

This  is  repeated  in  Beecher  v.  Wetherby  (p.  525),  in  somewhat  differ- 
ent language.    The  court  says : 

The  land  thus  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  Menomonee  tribe  embraced  the  sec- 
tion in  controversy  in  this  case.  Subsequently,  in  1831|  the  same  boundaries  were 
again  recognized.  But  the  right  which  the  Indians  held  was  only  that  of  occupancy. 
The  fee  was  in  the  United  States,  subject  to  that  right,  and  could  be  transferred  by 
them  whenever  they  chose.  The  grantee,  it  is  true,  would  take  only  the  naked  fee, 
and  could  not  disturb  the  occupancy  of  the  Indians ;  that  occupancy  could  only  be 
interfered  with  or  determined  by  the  United  States.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  in  this 
matter  the  United  States  would  be  governed  by  such  consideration  of  justice  as  would 
control  a  Christian  people  in  their  treatment  of  an  ignorant  and  dependent  race.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  propriety  or  justice  of  their  action  towards  the  Indians  with  re- 
spect to  their  lauds  is  a  question  of  governmental  policy,  and  is  not  a  matter  open  to 
discussion  in  a  controversy  between  third  parties,  neither  of  whom  derives  title  from 
the  Indians. 

,  And  to  the  same  effect  is  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  Buttz  v.  North- 
em  Pacific  B.  B.  (119  IT.  S.,  55-66),  where  it  was  said : 

The  land  in  controversy  and  other  lands  in  Dakota,  through  which  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  was  to  be  constructed,  was  within  what  is  known  as  Indian  country. 
At  the  time  the  act  of  July  2,  1864,  was  passed,  the  title  of  the  Indian  tribes  was  not 
extinguished.  But  that  fact  did  not  prevent  the  grant  of  Congress  from  operating  to 
pass  the  fee  of  the  land  to  the  company.  The  fee  was  in  the  United  States.  The  In- 
dians had  merely  a  right  of  occupancy,  a  right  to  use  the  land  subject  to  the  dominion 
and  control  of  the  government.  The  grant  conveyed  the  fee  subject  to  this  righi  of 
occupancy.  The  railroad  company  took  the  property  with  this  incumbrance.  The 
right  of  the  Indians,  it  is  true,  could  not  be  interfered  with  or  determined  except  by 
the  United  States.  No  private  individual  could  invade  it,  and  the  manner,  time,  and 
conditions  of  its  extinguishment  were  matters  solely  for  the  consideration  of  che  gov- 
ernment, and  are  not  open  to  contestation  in  the  judicial  tribunals. 
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These  excerpts  fully  state  the  law  applicable  to  the  case  uDiler  con- 
sideration and  Ixirnish  the  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Afl'airs.  Under  the  rulings  in  Beecher  v.  Wetherby,  it  would 
seem  to  be  clear  that  the  fee  simple  to  the  school  sections,  within  the 
presentMenomonee  reservation,  had  passed  from  the  United  States  to  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  yet,  being  subject  to  the  Indian  right  of  occupancy,  a 
right  which  has,  in  this  instance,  existed  continuously  from  the  dis- 
covery of  the  country  to  the  present  day,  and  a  right  which  yet  exists; 
in  my  opinion,  neither  the  State  nor  its  assignee  can  in  any  manner 
interfere  with  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  right.  For  the  State's  officers 
or  its  assignee  to  cut  timber  upon  said  sections,  during  the  right  of 
occupancy  of  the  same  by  the  Indians,  would  unquestionably  be  a  cur- 
tailment of  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  right  which  the  supreme  court 
has  said  '^  is  unlimited  " ;  and  consequently  is  a  violation  of  law.  United 
States  V.  Cook,  supra,  (p.  593).  The  cutting  of  timber  upon  said  sections 
being  illegal,  in  my  opinion,  it  follows  that  the  State's  officers  or  its 
assignees  can  have  no  right  to  pass  through  the  reservation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  committing  said  illegal  act. 

Whilst  the  law  as  before  stated  is,  in  my  opinion,  clear,  it  may  be 
observed  that  no  great  hardship  is  inflicted  upon  the  State,  by  the  pro- 
tection extended  over  the  occupation  by  the  Indians  of  the  school  sec- 
tions; inasmuch  as,  though  the  United  States  can  do  nothing  to  devest 
the  fee  simple  title  of  the  State  to  said  sections,  the  State  is  empowered 
in  such  cases  to  select  other  lands  in  lieu  of  such  occupied  sections, 
which  latter  are  thereby  released  from  the  State's  right  and  title.  The 
State  can  hardly  be  interested  in  getting  the  particular  school  sections, 
and  a  grant  of  equal  quantity  would  seem  to  put  it  in  as  good  a  con- 
dition as  the  other  States  which  had  received  the  benefit  of  this  bounty. 
Heydenfeldt  v.  Daney,  &c.,  (93  U.  S.  634-8). 

In  the  case  of  the  State  of  Colorado  (6  L.  D.,  412),  where  the  ques- 
tion was  as  to  the  State's  right  to  indemnity  for  school  sections  within 
an  Indian  reservation,  which  had  been  practically  disposed  of  prior  to 
the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union,  and  where  the  school  grant 
was  substantially  the  same  as  that  of  Wisconsin,  it  was  said :  (p.  418) 

I  think,  however,  the  true  theory  of  the  school  grant  is  this :  That  where  the  fee 
is  in  the  United  States  at  the  date  of  survey  and  the  l{knd  is  so  encumbered  that  full 
and  complete  title  and  right  of  possession  can  not  then  vest  in  the  State,  the  State 
may,  if  it  so  desires,  elect  to  take  equivalent  lands  in  fulfillment  of  the  compact,  or 
it  may  wait  until  the  title  and  right  of  possession  unite  in  the  government,  and  then 
satisfy  its  grant  by  taking  the  lands  specifically  granted. 

I  think  the  rule  thus  stated  is  the  true  one  and  should  be  followed. 

The  matter  is  optional  with  the  State,  however.  If  it  elects  to  take 
lieu  lands, it  abandons  its  claim  to  the  designated  section:  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  prefers  to  take  the  identical  school  section  named  in  the 
grant,  it  must  wait  until  it  is  disencumbered  of  the  Indian  occupation ; 
and  whilst  so  waiting  it  must  in  no  wise  interfere  with  the  full  enjoy- 
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ment  of  that  occapatioa  by  cutting  timber,  or  otherwise,  for  the  ludians 
are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  timber  as  an  incident  to  their  occapatiou. 
United  States  v.  Cook,  Bupra^  (693). 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  opinion  in  the  case  of 
Sherry  r.  Gould,  stated,  in  the  papers  sent  me,  to  have  been  decided 
in  the  (Jnited  States  circuit  court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Wisconsin. 
It  ha9  not  been  published  in  the  Feiieral  Reporter,  which  usually  pub- 
lishes all  decisions  of  interest  made  in  the  different  United  States  cir- 
cuit courts,  and  no  copy  of  said  decision,  though  referred  to  by  the 
attorneys  of  Sherry,  was  furnished  the  Indian  Office.  I  am  unable, 
therefore,  to  consider  that  decision  in  connection  with  my  opinion  as 
herein  given.  I  assume,  however,  that  the  decision  referi*ed  to  followed 
the  rulings  of  the  United  States  supreme  court  in  the  cases  cited  and 
others  in  the  same  line.  It  would  not,  in  that  event,  be  in  conflict  with 
my  views.  If,  on  the  contrary,  said  decision  is  not  in  harmony  with  those 
quoted,  it  should  not  be  accepted  either  as  authoritative  or  persuasive, 
and  therefore  would  not  have  affected  the  conclusion  arrived  at. 


INDIAX  ALLOTMENT  RIGHTS— ACT  OF  FEBRUARY  8,  1887. 

Henry  Ford. 

An  lD<liau  who  has  abandoned  the  tribal  relation,  and  received  the  full  benefit  of  the 
pre-emption  and  homestead  laws  is  not  entitled  to  an  allotment  under  the  gen- 
eral allotment  act  of  February  8, 1887. 

Secretary  N'oble  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  July  15,  1890. 

« 

Tours  of  24th  ultimo  received  as  to  right  of  Indian  to  allotment 
under  the  general  allotment  act,  when  he  has  availed  himself  of  pre- 
emption or  homestead  right. 

Tour  views  are  confirmed  by  the  Assistant  Attorney  General,  in 
whose  opinion  (herein)  I  concur. 

Tou  will  proceed  accordingly. 

OPINION! 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Shields  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  July 

12,  1890. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  from  the 
Honorable  First  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  the  25th  ultimo, 
of  a  communication  from  the  Honorable  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian 
AflEairs  submitting  a  statement  relative  to  the  claim  of  '^a  half-breed 
Indian  of  the  Piegan  tribe  to  an  allotment  of  land  assumed  to  be  under 
the  provision  of  the  general  allotment  act  of  Congress  approved  Febru- 
ary 8, 1887  (24  Stats.,  3S8)."  By  said  reference  an  opinion  is  requested 
*'on  the  question  submitted  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs." 
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Tbe  Acting  Gommissiocer  states  that  according  to  the  admission  of 
said  Indian  he  has  ^'  availed  himself  of  his  pre-emption  and  homestead 
rights  "  and  he  wishes  to  know  whether  he  is  entitled  to  an  allotment 
('  under  the  Indian  allotment  right."  After  quoting  said  fourth  section 
and  commenting  on  the  same,  and  also  the  sixth  section  of  said  act,  the 
Acting  Commissioner  states  <'  that  a  person  of  the  Indian  race  who  has 
availed  himself  of  his  pre-emption  and  homestead  rights  cannot  be 
deemed  an  Indian  within  the  meaning  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  gen- 
eral allotment  act,  and  that  he  is  therefore  entitled  to  no  benefits  there- 
under." He  further  states  that  **  Should  these  views  be  concurred  in 
by  the  Department,  this  office  will  be  guided  by  them  in  the  considera- 
tion of  future  eases  of  a  like  character." 

In  my  opinion  given  on  the  general  allotment  act,  dated  June  22, 
1889,  it  was  stated  that : 

Its  immediate  purpose  is  to  obliterate  the  tribal  relations  of  the  Indiaus,  so  far  as 
to  ioduce  them  to  become  iodividual  land  owners,  thence  stepping  by  easy  gradation^ 
it  is  hoped,  along  the  path  of  civilization  into  the  dignity  of  citizenship.  To  make 
such  act  e£foctive  to  accomplish  the  pnrpose  in  view,  ic  was  doubtless  intended  it 
should  be  administered,  so  tar  as  practicable,  like  any  other  law  bacied  npon  settle- 
ment.   (Op.  Asst.  Att'y-Gen'l  for  Dept.  of  the  Int.,  Vol.  C,  p.  175). 

Again,  on  the  eleventh  ultimo,  this  office  considered  said  general  al- 
lotment act  in  connection  with  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  23, 
1872  (17  Stats.,  159),  providing  homes  for  the  Pottawatomie  and  Absen- 
tee Shawnee  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory,  within  the  limits  of  the 
reservation  selected  for  the  Pottawatomie  Indians  in  said  Territory,  and 
an  opinion  was  given  that  the  Indians  could  not  take  allotments  under 
both  of  said  acts,  but  they  could  elect,  if  the  former  executive  action 
requiring  them  to  take  allotments  under  the  general  allotment  act  be 
modified,  to  take  allotments  under  either  of  said  acts.  (Op.  Asst.  Att'y 
Genn,  Vol.  E,  p.  74). 

The  general  allotment  act  was  not  intended  to  give  allotme  nts  to  those 
Indians  who  have  already  severed  their  tribal  relations  and  received 
the  full  benefit  of  tbe  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws.  I  am  of  the 
opinion,  therefore,  and  so  advise  you,  that  the  views  of  the  Indian  Bu- 
reau on  the  subject  seem  to  be  correct.  It  may  be  remarked,  however, 
that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  case  before  the  Department j  as 
Henry  Ford,  the  half  breed  referred  to,  has  not  appealed  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Honorable  Acting  Commissioner,  and  hence  any  expression 
of  opinion  by  the  Department  upon  a  hypothetical  case  is,  at  least,  pre- 
mature. 
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SCHOOL  LANDS— TERRITORIAL  RESERVATION. 

Patrick  Dougherty. 

The  Land  D<)partment  has  do  power  of  disposal  over  land  reserved  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  settlers  thereon  after  survey  can  not  be  authorized  by  the  Department 
to  remain  in  the  occupancy  of  such  lands  until  they  are  subject  to  disposal  by  the 
State. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  February  11, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Patrick  Doagherty  from  your  office 
decision  of  September  4, 1889,  affirming  the  action  of  the  register  and 
receiver  rejecting  his  application,  made  August  31, 1889,  to  make  home- 
stead entry  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  36,  T.  9  S.,  R.  42  B.,  Bhickfoot,  Idaho. 

The  facts  are  fully  »et  forth  in  your  said  office  decision ;  the  judgment 
of  cancellation  and  reasons  given  therefor  are  in  harmony  with  the  law 
and  existing  regulations.    It  is  therefore  affirmed. 

I  find,  however,  the  following  statement  appended  to  your  said  office 
decision : 

You  will  add  also  the  statement  that,  in  view  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this 
ca«e,  this  office  will  not  disturb  appellant's  occupation  of  tbe  land,  if  upon  inve*(ti- 
gation  it  6hall  appear  that  his  allegation  as  to  honesty  and  innocence  of  his  intention 
in  going  thereon  are  true,  aud  that  his  occupation  is  without  waste  or  injury  to  the 
tract. 

Being  protected  against  other  interterence  by  the  territorial  statutes  and  by  ihe 
fact  that  no  one  else  can  acquire  title  to  the  land  under  the  federal  laws,  he  may  con- 
tinue to  occupy  his  farm  until  the  Territory  shall  become  a  State,  after  .which  the 
tract  will  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  new  State  governmont. 

The  act  of  March  3, 1863,  reserving  land  for  school  purposes  in  the 
Territory  of  Idaho  (Sec.  14,  12  Stat,  808),  so  far  as  it  affects  the  reser- 
vation  of  the  land,  has  the  same  force  and  effect  as  a  school  grant  to  the 
State;  and  this  Department  has  no  power  or  authority  to  impair  the 
right  of  the  State  to  such  lands  or  recognize  the  right  of  any  settler 
thereon,  except  such  as  is  expressly  authorized  by  law.  John  W. 
Johnson,  11  L.  D.,  527 ;  Thomas  F.  Talbot,  8  L.  D.,  495. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  tbe  Department  can  not  exercise  the  power 
to  dispose  of  the  lands  so  reserved  by  Congress  for  school  purposes ; 
nor  should  any  encouragement  be  held  out  to  one  who  has  settled  upon 
such  lands  after  survey  that  his  occupation  thereof  <^  will  not  be  dis- 
turbed," or  that  *'  he  may  continue  to  occupy  his  farm." 
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INDIAN  ALLOTMENT— REIilNQUISHMBNT— SECOND  PATENT. 

Alexis  F.  Bailly. 

The  authority  coDferred  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  by  the  act  of  October  19, 
1888,  to  accept  the  snrrender  of  a  patent  issued  to  an  Indian,  and  direct  the 
issuance  of  another  in  lieu  thereof,  extends  to  cases  arising  since  the  passage  of 
said  act,  as  well  as  prior  thereto. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommisaioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  March  22, 1890. 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commanication  of  25th  ultimo, 
enclosing  patent  issued  June  10,  1889,  to  Alexis  F.  Bailly,  Sisseton 
allottee  No.  119,  for  certain  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  which 
was  returned  to  your  of&oe  by  Mr.  Bailly  on  December  23,  1889,  with 
his  relinquishment  endorsed  thereon,  for  correction  of  his  allotment,  so 
as  to  give  him  the  tract  upon  which  his  house  was  situated, — and  recom- 
mending that  the  said  patent  be  canceled  and  a  new  one  issued  covering 
the  lands  selected  by  him,  as  noted  on  the  schedule  approved  Novem- 
ber 17, 1888. 

This  patent  having  been  erroneously  issued,  I  have,  in  accordance 
with  the  opinion  of  the  Assistant  Attorney  Oeneral  for  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  (copy  enclosed)  accepted  the  surrender  of,  and  canceled 
the  same,  and  have  this  day  transmitted  the  patent  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  direction  that  a  new  patent  be  issued 
in  lieu  thereof. 

OPINION. 

Assistant  Attorney  General    Shields  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior^ 

March  18,  1890. 

By  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Aftairs 
recommended  that  the  patent  issued  to  Alexis  F.  Bailly,  on  June  10, 
1889,  be  canceled  and  a  new  one  issued  instead,  under  the  act  of  Octo- 
ber rj,  1888  (25  Stat.,  611). 

You  referred  the  matter  informally  to  me,  for  my  opinion  on  the  ques- 
tion, whether  said  act  applied  to  patents  issued  after  its  passage.  In 
response,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following : 

Alexis  F.  Bailly,  an  Indian  of  the  Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  tribe, 
being  Sisseton  allottee  No.  119,  on  October  15, 1888,  notified  the  De- 
partment that  he  desired  his  allotment  changed  so  as  to  give  him  the 
tract  upon  which  his  house  was  situated.  <*  This  request  appears  to 
have  been  overlooked  by  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  patent  was 
issued  June  10, 1889,  with  the  original  description."  This  patent  is 
now  returned,  with  the  relinquishment  of  the  Indian,  and  the  request 
that  a  new  patent  issue  with  the  proper  description,  which  is  fur- 
nished. 

Said  act  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  accept  the  sur- 
render of  and  to  cancel  patents  conveying  the  land  therein  described, 
and  theretofore  issued  to  four  certain  members  of  the  Sisseton  and 
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WahpetoQ  Indians,  and  surrendered  by  them  to  the  United  States,  and 
to  allot  to  said  Indians  such  lands  as  they  would  severally  be  entitled  to, 
under  the  act  of  February  8,  1887  (24  Stats.,  388),  had  no  previous 
patents  to  them  been  made. 
Section  two  provides : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  and  whenever 
for  good  and  sufficient  reason  he  shall  consider  it  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
Indians,  in  making  allotments  under  the  statute  aforesaid,  to  permit  any  Indian  to 
whom  a  patent  has  been  issued  for  land  on  the  reservation  to  which  such  Indian  be- 
longs, under  treaty  or  existing  law,  to  surrender  such  patent  with  formal  relinquish- 
ment by  such  Indian  to  the  United  States  of  all  his  or  her  right,  title,  and  interest 
in  the  land  conveyed  thereby,  properly  indorsed  thereon,  and  to  cancel  such  surren- 
dered patent :  Provided^  That  the  IndiBn  so  surrendering  the  same  shall  make  a  se- 
lection, in  lieu  thereof,  of  other  land  and  receive  patent  therefor,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  February  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

The  original  draft  of  this  act  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  by  your 
predecessor,  Secretary  Vilas,  in  his  letter  of  June  7,  1888,  Indian  Div. 
Xo.  55,  p.  253,  in  which  he  stated  that  of  the  four  Indians  specially 
named  in  the  act  three  had  received  patents  for  lands  upon  which  they 
did  not  live,  and  one  for  land  which  was  not  desirable  farm  land,  and 
recommended  the  relief,  which  the  act  afterwards  afforded.  The  letter 
continued: 

Cases  similar  to  those  now  under  consideration  will  likely  arise  on  other  reserva- 
tions where  patents  have  heretofore  been  issued  to  some  of  the  members  of  the  tribe 
residing  thereon  under  treaty  provisions. 

The  taking  of  land  in  severalty  by  the  Indians  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  them,  and  the  Department  in  proceeding  with  the  execution  of  the  general  allot- 
ment law  among  those  tribes  whose  members  are  ready,  willing,  and  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced in  civilization  to  assume  the  duties,  responsibilities,  and  privileges  imposed 
and  conferred  by  that  law,  is  desirous  of  affording  every  Indian  capable  of  making  a 
selection  the  privilege  of  selecting  the  very  best  tract  of  land  possible  on  the  reserva- 
tion for  his  or  her  allotment. 

If  any  of  the  few  who  have  patents  are  found  to  be  dissatisfied  therewith  because 
the  land  covered  thereby  Is  nnfit  for  farming  purposes,  or  because  the  patent  does 
not  cover  the  land  selected  by  them  and  upon  which  they  are  residing  and  have  made 
valuable  improvements,  or  for  any  other  good  and  sufficient  reason,  I  think  they 
should  have  the  privilege  of  taking  an  allotment  nnder  the  general  allotment  act 
npou  snrrendering  the  existing  patents  and  transferring  their  right,  title,  and  inter- 
est in  the  land  thereby  conveyed  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  therefore,  cansed  to  be  prepared  the  accompanying  draft  of  proposed  legis- 
lation authorizing  the  cancellation  of  the  patents  in  the  four  cases  particularly 
named  therein,  and  which  constitute  the  special  subject  now  under  consideration, 
and  have  farther  so  framed  it  as  to  authorize  the  like  surrender  and  cancellation  of 
patents  in  similar  oases  that  may  arise  in  the  progress  of  allotment  of  lund  to  the  In- 
dians nnder  the  general  allotment  law. 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  draft,  which  afterwards,  in  a  modified  form, 
became  section  two,  supra^  read  as  follows : 

And  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  and  when- 
ever for  good  and  sufficient  reason  he  shall  consider  it  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  Indians,  in  making  allotments  under  the  statute  aforesaid,  to  permit  any  Indian 
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to  whom  a  patent  has  heretofore  been  issued  for  laud  on  the  reservation  to  which  such 
Indian  belongs,  to  surrender  such  patent  with  formal  relinquishment  by  such  Indian 
to  the  United  States  of  all  his  or  her  right,  title,  and  interest  in  the  land  conveyed 
thereby,  properly  indorsed  thereon,  and  to  cancel  such  surrendered  patent  and  allow 
the  Indian  so  surrendering  the  same  to  make  a  selection  of  other  laud  and  receive 
patent  therefor,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Februnry  eighth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighty -seven. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Secretary  proposed  to  limit  the  relief  to 
cases  where  the  patent  had  thereto/ore  been  issued. 

The  draft  was  referred  to  the  Cominittee  ou  Indian  Afifairs  and  after- 
wards reported  to  the  Senate  with  certain  amendments,  one  of  which 
was,  ^^  In  line  5,  to  strike  out  the  word  <  theretofore.'"  Cong.  Bee.,  50th 
Cong.,  Ist  Sess.,  7420.  The  amendmcDts  were  concurred  in  without 
debate,  and  the  bill  was  passed.  In  the  House  the  bill  passed  without 
debate.  While  I  do  not  find  any  express  explanation  of  this  amend- 
ment, it  seems  obvious  that  the  intention  of  the  committee  and  the 
Senate  was  to  extend  the  relief  to  cases  where  the  patent  had  not  there- 
tofore issued.  I  find  nothing  in  the  further  history  of  the  act  to  con- 
travene thi8  conclusion.  While  on  its  face  the  term  <<  has  been  issued" 
seems  to  refer  to  patents  issued  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act,  the 
entire  paragraph  will  bear  the  interpretation  that  the  relief  was  in- 
tended to  iipply  to  all  cases  where  pateut  had  been  issued  prior  to  the 
quest  ion  being  presented  to  the  Secretary.  The  use  of  the  word  **  when- 
ever" seems  to  reinforce  this  view.  In  this  view  the  Secretary  would 
be  authorized  to  issue  another  patent  ^'whenever"  he  considered  that 
an  erroneous  patent  <<  has  been  issued."  This  view  also  harmonizes 
with  the  action  of  the  Senate,  and  is  in  keeping  with  the  well  known 
maxim  that  a  remedial  statute  is  to  be  liberally  construed  with  reference 
to  the  purpose  of  its  enactments.  Bechtel  r.  United  States  (101  U.  S., 
507).  I  find  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  case  to  indicate  that  those 
who  received  patents  after  the  passage  of  the  act  would  not  be  as 
much  entitled,  equitably,  to  the  relief  as  those  who  received  them  prior 
thereto. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  present  applicant  is  entitled  to 
the  relief  prayed  for. 


OKLAHOMA    TOV^TX   SITES— EVIDENCE— RULE  43. 

Instructions.* 

Secretary  Noble  to  Townsite  Trustees  in  Oklahoma^  August^  18,  1890. 

It  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  that  the  provisions  of  rule  42, 
for  the  guidance  of  registers  and  receivers  in  taking  testimony  in  con- 
test cases,  which  are  made  a  part  of  the  rules  for  your  observance  in 
allotting  lots  on  town-sites  in  Oklahoma,  may  delay  the  progress  of 


•  Omitted  from  Vol.  XI. 
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yoar  work  by  requiring  each  witness  in  the  case  on  trial,  to  await  th9> 
transcribing  of  the  stenographer's  notes  to  sign  his  testiaiony,^before 
you  can  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  another  case,  the  rule  i^  there- 
fore, so  far  as  your  duties  are  concerned,  modified  in  all  cases  or  in- 
stances you  deem  fit  to  omit  transcribing  testimony  until  it  is  required 
for  use  in  the  case  on  appeal,  or  otherwise.  You  will,  in  such  cases,, 
direct  the  testimony  to  be  written  out,  and,  as  a  board,  certify  that  the 
evidence  so  transcribed  is  the  true  and  correct  transcript  thereof  as  given 
by  the  witnesses  upon  the  trial,  which  certificate  shall  stand  in  lien  of  the 
signature  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  evidence  so  certified  shall  be  treated 
on  appeal  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  given  the  same  consideration  as  though 
signed  by  each  witness  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  rule  42.. 
Any  witness  may,  however,  be  detained  and  required  to  sign,  when- 
ever the  board  requires  it.  To  this  extent,  and  no  farther,  is  rule  42 
modified. 


OKLAHOMA    TOWN    SITES— PRACTICE— APPEAL-REVIEW. 

Instructions.* 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  tJie  General  Land  Office^  Augmt 

21, 1890. 

To  avoid  delays  likely  to  occur  in  the  prosecution  of  appeals  in  town- 
site  cases  in  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma,  under  existing  rules,  whether 
as  to  original  location  of  lots,  or  otherwise,  now  pending,  or  that  may 
hereafter  arise,  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  modify  the  rules  of  practice 
relative  to  appeals,  rehearings  and  motions  for  reviews,  relating  thereto, 
so  that  time  allowed  for  taking  appeal  and  serving  notice  thereof,  with 
due  specifications  of  error  and  argument,  shall  in  all  cases,  be  limited 
to  ten  days  from  receipt  of  notice  of  the  decision,  witb  a  like  period 
allowed  the  appellee,  after  he,  or  his  attorney  of  record,  shall  have  re- 
ceived notice  of  said  appeal,  specifications  of  error  and  argument,  within 
which  to  file  argument  in  response. 

All  motions  for  review  and  re-hearing  shall  be  filed  within  ten  days 
after  the  judgment  complained  of,  as  herein  provided  for  in  case  of  ap- 
peal. If  neither  party  shall  present  his  appeal,  or  motion  for  review 
within  the  time  herein  provided  for,  you  will  consider  the  case  closecl, 
and  proceed  accordingly. 

*  Omitted  from  Vol.  XI. 
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FINAL    PROOF— CIBCULAB. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C,  Jantmry  24,  1891. 
Registers  and  Receivers : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  practi^  that  obtains 
In  a  number  of  local  land  offices  of  allowing  an  accumulation  of  final 
proofs  therein,  together  with  the  money  in  payment  for  the  land,  with 
the  receivers.  These  proofs  are  suspended  on  account  of  non-action  of 
one  or  both  officers.    You  are  directed  to  discontinue  this  practice. 

Beceivers  will  also  keep  a  separate  cash  book  of  all  moneys  received 
in  this  way,  showing  the  date  of  receipt  and  date  when  proof  is  acted 
upon,  and  such  moneys  must  be  reported  each  week  on  form  4-120 
under  the  fifth  item  of  debits.  All  final  proofs  accompanied  by  pay- 
ment for  the  land,  which  are  not  acted  upon  by  both  officers  within  one 
week  after  being  received,  must  be  reported  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  with  satisfactory  reasons  for  delay.  These  instruc- 
tions must  be  complied  with. 

Very  respectfully,  , 

Lewis  A.  Groff, 

(Jommission^r. 


railroad  lands-forfeiture  act— pending  applications. 

Wisconsin  Central  Railroad. 

Directions  given  for  the  disposition  of  applications  to  enter  railroad  lands,  pending 
at  the  passage  of  the  forfeiture  act  of  September  29,  1890. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Offi^oe^  December 

8,  1890. 

By  letter  of  October  29, 1890,  yon  state  that  the  grant  made  by  act 
of  May  5,  1864  (13  Stat.,  66),  for  the  Wisconsin  Central  railroad,  was 
forfeited  by  the  act  of  September  29,  1890,  opposite  the  portion  of  the 
road  between  Ashland  and  Superior,  the  same  being  unconstmcted  at 
date  of  the  passage  of  said  act ;  that  there  are  pending  in  your  office, 
on  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  local  officers  rejecting  the  same,  appli- 
cations by  a  great  many  persons  for  such  lands,  some  of  which  date 
back  as  far  as  1883,  and  that  in  many  cases  there  are  two  or  three  ap- 
plications for  the  same  land ;  that  the  presentation  of  such  applications 
at  a  time  when  the  land  was  not  subject  thereto,  conferred  no  right  upon 
the  applicant,  but  the  pendency  of  the  same,  undisposed  of,  bars 
further  disposition  of  the  land  involved ;  that  the  act  of  forfeiture  rec- 
ognizes settlements  in  good  faith  existing  at  the  date  of  its  passage, 
and  confers  a  preferred  right  of  entry  upon  such  settlers;  and  that  the 
same  condition  is  presented  upon  all  the  roads  and  grew  out  of  the 
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policy  of  saspending  action  upon  applications,  where,  if  taken,  it  must 
be  adverse  to  the  applicant. 

That  the  complications  thus  arising  may  be  adjusted  without  delay^ 
you  recommend  that  in  the  notice  of  restoration  under  the  forfeiture^ 
there  be  inserted  a  notice  to  prior  applicants,  that  such  prior  applica- 
tions confer  upon  them  no  right  to  the  land,  and  that  upon  the  date 
mentioned  in  the  notice  the  lands  will  be  open  to  entry  without  regard 
to  said  applications,  and  that  all  such  applications  shall  be  rejected  by 
said  notice. 

Section  two  of  said  act  provides  : 

That  aU  peraons  who,  at  the  date  of  the  paasage  of  this  act,  are  aotaal  settlers  in. 
good  faith  on  any  of  the  lands  hereby  forfeited  and  are  otherwise  qualified,  on  making 
due  claim  on  said  lands  under  the  homestead  law  within  six  months  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference  right  to  enter  the  same  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  homestead  law  and  this  act,  and  shall  be  regarded  as  such  actual  set- 
tlers from  the  date  of  actual  settlement  or  occupation ;  and  any  person  who  has  not 
heretofore  had  thebenefit  of  the  homestead  or  pre-emption  law,  or  who  has  failed  from 
any  cause  to  perfect  the  title  to  a  tract  of  land  heretofore  entered  by  him  under  either 
of  said  laws,  may  make  a  second  homestead  entry  nnder  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  make  such  rules  as  will  secure  to  such  actual  set- 
tlers these  rights. 

While  the  proposed  action  is  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  method 
of  hearing  each  case  on  its  merits,  I  believe  it  will  do  no  actual  iujustice 
to  any  one,  and  will  result  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  act 
with  regard  to  actual  settlers,  speedily  and  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
tent of  the  law. 

Yon  will  accordingly  direct  that  notice  be  given  each  such  appli- 
cant to  the  end  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  presenting  a  new 
application,  on  the  restoration  of  said  lands.  With  this  addition  said 
recommendation  is  approved. 


PROCEEDINGS  ON  REPORT  OP  SPECIAL  AGENT— NOTICE. 

StEBBINS.  V.  SWEETMAN  ET  AL. 

Failnre  to  apply  for  a  hearing  within  the  specified  time  after  due  notice  of  a  rule  to 
show  caase  why  an  entry  should  not  be  canceled,  is  a  confession  of  the  charge 
pending  against  the  entry,  and  a  waiver  of  aU  claims  to  the  land. 

Notice  to  the  entryman^s  agent  of  an  order  holding  an  entry  for  cancellation  is  notice 
to  the  en  try  man. 

First  AMist€mt  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  February  12,  1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  December  7, 1889,  transmitting  the 
record  in  the  case  of  Maria  G.  Stebbins  v.  The  United  States  and  James 
L.  Sweetman,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  this  Department  of  Sep- 
tember 26,  1889,  issued  upon  the  application  of  said  Stebbins,  setting 
forth  that  an  appeal  was  wrongfully  denied  her  from  your  office  decis- 
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ion  of  June  28, 1889,  and  asking  that  a  hearing  be  ordered  on  the  mat- 
ters set  forth  in  her  said  application. 

From  the  record  thus  before  me,  it  appears  that,  on  January  2, 1883, 
Maria  G  Stebbius  filed  her  declaratory  statement  for  the  SW.  ^  of  Sec. 
S^  T.  130  N.,  R.  57  W.,  Fargo,  now  North  Dakota,  alleging  settlement 
September  13,  1882.  She  submitted  her  proof  July  24, 1883,  which  was 
allowed,  and  cash  certificate,  No.  6968,  issued  July  31. 

December  26,  1885,  Special  Agent  W.  W.  Mcllvain  made  a  report  as 
to  her  said  entry,  when  he  found  that  she  had  never  established  resi- 
dence on  the  tract;  that,  although  her  settlement  is  alleged  as  of  date 
September  13,  1882,  she  was  in  fact  never  in  the  Territory  until  the 
spring  of  1883,  and  recommended  that  the  entry  be  held  for  cancella- 
tion. 

June  20,  1886,  your  office  held  said  entry  for  cancellation,  allowing 
her  sixty  days  after  notice  in  which  to  apply  for  a  hearing  to  show 
oause  why  her  entry  should  be  sustained. 

December  6, 1887,  the  register  and  receiver  imported  that,  although 
the  claimant  had  been  duly  notified  of  the  action  of  your  office  in  hold- 
ing her  entry  for  cancellation,  she  had  taken  no  action  thereon,  and 
that  the  time  allowed  her  in  which  to  apply  for  a  hearing  had  expired. 
After  receipt  of  this  report,  to  wit :  March  26, 1888,  your  office  can- 
celed her  said  entry  unconditionally,  and  declared  the  land  subject  to 
entry  by  the  first  qualified  applicant. 

June  27,  1888,  three  months  subsequent  to  the  above  order  of  cancel- 
lation, Elizabeth  Bell  made  homestead  entry  for  the  same  land,  which 
was  canceled  by  relinquishment,  September  17,  1888,  and  on  the  same 
day  James  L.  Sweetman  (present  claimant)  filed  his  declaratory  state- 
ment for  the  same,  on  which  he  submitted  his  final  proof  March  26, 
1889. 

On  the  same  day,  Stebbins  filed  with  the  local  officers  a  protest 
against  the  acceptance  of  the  proof  of  Sweetman,  alleging  prior  rights 
in  herself  to  the  land. 

April  10th  of  the  same  year  she  filed  an  application  to  re-instate  her 
cash  entry,  which  had  been  canceled,  as  hereinbefore  set  forth,  in  which, 
after  alleging  her  settlement,  filing,  improvements,  cash  entry,  etc.,  she 
alleged,  ^^  that  she  has  never  had  any  official  notice  of  the  suspension 
or  cancellation  of  her  said  cash  entry ;"  that  she  had  been  informed 
within  the  present  month  that  a  special  agent  had  made  an  examina- 
tion, etc.  This  application  is  sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  her  father, 
James  M.  Stebbins,  on  April  4,  1889,  at  Cook  county,  Illinois. 

The  register  and  receiver  did  not  act  upon  the  offered  proof  of  Sweet- 
man, nor  the  protest  ot  Stebbins,  nor  her  application  for  re-instatement 
of  her  entry,  but,  on  April  24, 1889,  transmitted  the  same  to  your  office 
for  your  consideration. 

June  28,  1889,  your  office  overruled  the  protest  of  Stebbins  against 
the  proof  of  Sweetman,  and  refused  her  application  to  re-instate  her 
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canceled  entry,  on  the  ground  that  by  her  failure  to  apply  for  a  hearing 
to  sustain  her  entry  within  sixty  days  after  receipt  of  notice  that  the 
same  had  been  held  for  cancellation.  Under  the  report  of  the  special 
agent,  she  had  had  her  day  in  court,  and  could  not  thereafter  be  heard 
to  complain  if  her  entry  was  finally  canceled. 

The  report  of  the  special  agent,  if  true,  fully  warranted  the  cancella- 
tion of  her  entry,  so  the  only  question  for  consideration  is:  Was  the 
claimant,  Maria  G.  Stebtins,  duly  and  legally  notified  of  the  action  of 
your  office  in  holding  her  entry  for  cancellation  by  letter  of  June  29, 
1886 ;  for,  if  she  was,  her  failure  to  apply  for  a  hearing  within  the  pre- 
scribed time  is  a  confession  of  the  charge  in  said  report,  and  a  waiver 
of  all  claims  to  the  land.     (W.  H.  H.  Findley,  6  L.  D.,  777.) 

The  evidence  of  such  notice  as  presented  by  the  record  is  : 

I  St.  The  registry  receipt  of  the  postmaster  at  Fargo  of  a  letter  from 
the  receiver  of  the  Fargo  land  office,  addressed  to  Maria  6.  Stehbins, 
Kenosha,  Wisconsin.    This  receipt  is  dated  August  11,  1887. 

2d.  The  registry  return  receipt  for  said  letter,  signed  Maria  G.  St^b- 
bins,  per  J.  M.  Stebbins.  This  return  receipt  is  dated  at  Kenosha, 
Wisconsin,  August  16,  1887. 

J.  M.  Stebbins  is  a  lawyer  and  the  father  of  Maria  G.  Stebbins,  the 
claimant. 

At  the  time  of  her  alleged  settlement  and  entry  she  was  unmarried  ; 
she  is  now  married,  and  residing  with  her  husband  (Frank  Loomis)  at 
St..  Paul,  Minnesota. 

It  also  appears  from  the  records  of  this  Department  now  before  me 
that,  on  January  2,  1883,  date  of  claimant's  filing,  her  father,  James  M. 
Stebbins,  filed  his  declaratory  statement  for  the  NE.  i  of  the  same  sec- 
tion ;  also,  on  the  same  date,  Zalmon  G.  Stebbins,  son  of  said  J.  M. 
Stebbins  and  brother  of  claimant,  filed  for  the  NW.  4  of  the  same  sec- 
tic^n ;  that  on  December  1,  1882,  James  M.  Stebbins  made  timber-cul- 
ture entry  for  the  SE.  ^  of  the  same  section  ;  that  on  the  last  named 
date  Zalmon  G.  Stebbins  made  timber-culture  entry  for  the  NE.  ^  of 
Sec.  9,  same  township  and  range,  and  on  the  same  day  Maria  G.  Steb- 
bins, claimant  herein,  made  timber-culture  entry  for  the  SE.  |  of  Sec. 
4,  same  township  and  range. 

From  the  two  reports  of  the  special  agent,  one  in  relation  to  the 
claim  now  under  consideration  and  one  in  relation  to  her  said  timber- 
culture  entry,  it  satisfactorily  appears  that  Maria  G.  Stebbins  was  not 
in  the  Territory  of  Dakota  at  the  date  of  her  alleged  settlement  and 
filing,  nor  at  the  date  of  her  timber-culture  entry ;  that  she  was  never 
in  the  vicinity  of  either  claim,  until  the  spring  or  summer  of  1883 ;  that 
her  settlement,  filing,  and  timber-culture  entry  were  made  through  the 
agency  of  her  father,  J.  M.  Stebbins,  and  that  he  also  acted  for  his  son 
in  the  initiation  of  his  claims;  that  after  making  real  or  pretended  set- 
tlements on  these  several  pre-emption  claims,  in  the  fall  of  1882,  before 
the  said  lands  were  open  to  settlement,  he  employed  a  lawyer  to  make 
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out  the  papers  aod  file  them  as  soon  as  the  plat^  were  filed  in  the  local 
land  office.  His  agency  for  his  daughter  is  thus  clearly  established  at 
the  initiation  of  her  claim. 

This  agency  is  not  denied,  either  in  her  application  to  reinstate  her 
canceled  entry,  or  in  her  application  for  an  order  directing  the  Com- 
missioner to  transmit  the  papers  for  the  inspection  of  this  Dt^partment. 

In  both  these  applications  the  only  allegation  disputing  the  fact  of 
notice,  or  impeaching  its  validity,  is  the  bare  assertion,  in  her  applica- 
tion for  certiorari,  <<  that  she  never  had  any  such  notice  as  alleged,^'  and 
in  her  application  to  re-instate  her  entry,  ^'  that  she  has  never  had  any 
official  notice  of  the  nuspension  or  cancellation  of  her  said  cash  entry.'^ 

Practice  Rule  17  provides  that  this  notice  may  be  served  by  regis- 
tered letter,  which  was  properly  done  in  this  case. 

Whether,  ordinarily,  a  receipt  by  another  of  the  registry  letter 
directed,  as  in  this  case,  to  the  party  entitled  to  notice  would  be  sufficient 
proof  of  service,  is  not  necessary  to  discuss.  Surely,  when  the  person 
receipting  for  the  letter  is  shown,  as  in  this  case,  to  have  been  the 
active  agent  of  the  claimant,  in  the  transaction  to  which  the  notice  is 
pertinent,  in  the  absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  the  agency  is  pre- 
sumed to  continue,  and  he  would  be  authorized  to  receive  and  receipt 
for  the  letter  containing  the  notice,  and  the  claimant  would  be  bound 
thereby.  This  is  a  rule  of  law  of  so  universal  application  that  no  cita- 
tion of  authorities  is  necessary. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  claimant  having  failed  to  apply  for  a 
hearing  after  the  receipt  of  notice  of  the  suspension  of  her  entry,  she 
has  forfeited  her  rights  in  the  premises.  Her  protest  in  no  wise  im- 
peaches the  good  faith  of  8weetman,  nor  charges  non-compliance  with 
law  on  his  part. 

Her  application  to  re-instate  her  entry  is  denied,  and  your  office  de- 
cision is  affirmed. 


PRE-EMPTION  ENTRY— CONFLICTING  SURVETS— EQUITABLE  ADJUDI- 
CATION. 

B.  D.  Metcalp. 

An  entry  in  accordance  with  the  lines  of  survey  as  shown  by  the  map  on  file  in 
the  local  office,  but  afterwards  found  to  embrace  land  within  a  military  reserva- 
tion, may  be  equitably  confirmed,  on  the  release  of  such  land  from  said  reserva- 
tion. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  February  14,  1891. 

March  11, 1885,  Edward  D.  Metcalf  made  his  declaratory  statement 
for  the  SW.  J  SW.  J,  Sec.  2,  lots  I,  2,  3,  and  4,  Sec,  3,  lot  1  Sec.  10,  and 
the  N.  i  of  the  N  W.  J  Sec.  11— all  in  T.  50  N.;  R.  82  W.,  Cheyenne  (now 
Buffalo),  Wyoming.    September  25,  1885,  he  submitted  his  proof  and 
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juade  cash  entry  for  the  same.  According  to  the  map  then  on  file  in 
the  district  office,  his  entry  covered  161.50  acres,  for  which  he  paid  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

The  lots  above  described  border  on  the  east  side  of  the  Fort  McEin- 
uey  military  reservation,  and  by  the  map  aforesaid  were  shown  to  eon- 
tain,  respectively,  8.61,  8.31,  8.25,  8.19,  and  8.14  acres.  Guided  by  this 
map,  the  claimant  bnilt  his  house  and  other  improvements  on  lot  one 
in  Sec.  3.  These  improvements  are  valued  at  five  hundred  dollars.  By 
a  resurvey,  made  some  time  subsequent  to  the  one  upon  which  this  map 
was  drawn,  the  east  line  of  the  reservation  was  established  farther  east, 
so  as  to  include  allclaimant^s  improvements  within  the  reservation,  and 
reduced  the  area  of  his  entry  to  134.82  acres. 

In  1888,  a  third  survey  was  made,  which  deviated  from  the  lines  of 
both  the  original  and  corrected  surveys,  but  still  left  the  claimant  a 
trespasser  on  the  reservation. 

January  9, 1889,  by  executive  order,  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
reservation  was  removed  a  quarter  of  a  mile  west  from  where  it  was 
originally  established,  leaving  all  the  lands  embraced  in  Metcalfs  origi- 
nal entry,  ^^  entirely  outside  of  the  now  eastern  boundary  of  the  reser- 
vation." 

This  order,  changing  the  eastern  line  of  the  reservation,  also  directed 
the  lands  thus  vacated  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
for  disposal  under  the  act  of  July  5,  1884  (23  Stat,  103). 

By  letter  of  March  16, 1889,  your  office  directed  the  local  officers  to 
notify  Metcalftomake  application  for  the  reinstatement  of  his  original 
entry,  embracing  161.50  acres,  stating  that  *'  no  conflict  or  infringe- 
ment on  the  lands  now  embraced  within  the  military  reservation  ap- 
pears to  exist.'' 

March  24, 1889,  he  applied  (as  notified)  to  have  his  original  entry  re- 
instated, and  on  receipt  of  his  application  your  office,  by  letter  of  May 
1, 1889, denied  the  same,  and  held  that  <<  ShouldMetcalf  desire  to  acquire 
title  to  the  said  26.68  acres,  he  must  proceed  in  conformity  with  said 
act"    (23  Stat,  103.) 

May  10, 1889,  he  applied  for  a  reconsideration  of  this  action,  which 
was  denied  by  your  office  letter  of  August  6,  1889,  and  he  now  appeals 
to  this  Department,  and  asks  for  equitable  relief,  if  it  should  be  found 
that  he  is  not  entitled  to  his  original  entry  under  a  strict  construction 
of  law. 

Whether  he  is  entitled  to  said  entry  by  law  depends  upon  the  true 
location  ot  the  east  line  of  the  reservation,  a  question  that  might  be 
difficult  to  determine  from  the  record  before  me,  because  it  appears  that 
there  have  been  three  surveys  of  that  line,  no  two  of  which  harmonize. 

The  claimant  not  having  settled  upon  the  land  prior  to  its  reservation 

for  military  purposes,  nor  prior  to  January  1,  1884,  is  not  entitled  to 

enter  the  same  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884,  but  under  the  provisions 

of  that  act  he  would  be  compelled  to  compete  or  bid  against  strangers  to 
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the  record  for  land  enbaoced  in  valae  by  the  improvements  he  had  placed 
opon  it  in  the  honest  belief  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  land  ander  his 
filing  and  entry. 

Furthermore,  such  belief  was  induced  by  the  map  on  file  in  the  office 
at  the  time  of  his  entry,  which  was  held  out  as  correct  by  the  local 
officers  and  so  recognized  by  the  pre-emptor,  never  doubting  that  the 
east  line  of  the  reservation  was  where  it  was  represented  to  be  by  said 
map. 

All  conflict  a&  to  this  land  was  removed  by  the  order  of  January  9, 
1889,  locating  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  reserved  laud  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  west  of  its  original  location,  and  now. the  claim  of  Metcalf  rests 
between  him  and  the  government. 

No  fault  can  be  attributed  to  him  for  the  mistake  (if  it  be  a  mistake) 
in  the  boundary,  and  his  filing  and  subsequent  improvements  and  entry 
were  made  in  conformity  to  the  directions  of  the  register  and  receiver 
and  in  accordance  with  a  plat,  used  and  recognized  by  them  in  accept- 
ing filings  and  allowing  entries  thcre.under. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  measure 
the  rights  of  the  applicant  by  the  strict  rules  of  law,  but  think  he  has 
shown  himself  entitled  to  equitable  relief.  His  application  will  there- 
fore be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Equitable  Adjudication,  with  recom- 
mendation that  his  entry  be  allowed  as  originally  made. 

The  decision  of  your  officse  is  reversed. 


OSAGE  LAND— FINAL  PROOF. 

Wtdleb  v.  Keeleb. 

The  Toling  annouDced  in  the  case  of  Rogers  v.  Lakens,  with  respect  to  final  prooft 

nnder  Osage  filings,  cited  and  foUowed. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  February  14,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Fred  Wydler  v.  George  E.  Keeler  on 
appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  June  3,  1889,  holding  for 
cancellation  his  Osage  declaratory  statement  for  lots  number  1  and  2 
and  the  S.  ^  KE.  i,  Sec.  30,  T.  26  S.,  B.  14  W.,  Larned,  Kansas,  land 
district. 

Tour  decision  of  June  3, 1889,  revokes  and  recalls  the  decision  of  De- 
cember 12, 1888 ;  it  states  the  record  and  testimony  fairly  and  substan- 
tially, as  did  also  your  decision  of  December  12, 1888.  Since  your  de- 
cision, to  wit,  on  September  16, 1889,  in  the  case  of  Hessong  v.  Burgan 
(9  L.  D.  353)  this  Department  reviewed  the  question  of  final  proof  on 
Osage  filings,  and  after  a  full  discussion  of  the  question,  it  was  said : 

The  rale  laid  down  in  Rogers  v.  Lnkens,  Keed  o.  Buffington  Elliott  v.  Ryan  and 
Baker  «.  Harst,  is  more  consonant  with  reason  and  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  ooart 
and  the  nniform  practice  of  the  Department  than  the  doctrine  announced  in  Epley 
9.  Trick  «ifpni.    Therefore  the  l^ttei-  pase  mast  be  and  is  heiebj  oyepial^ 
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Under  this  raling,  your  decision  of  June  3,  1889,  based  upon  the  ral- 
ing  in  Epiey  v.  Trick  (8L.  D.  110)  must  be  reversed  and  your  former 
decision  be  affirmed.  The  final  proof  of  Keeler  is  therefore  rejected, 
and  his  declaratory  statement  held  subject  to  that  of  Wydler. 


OSA6B  LAND— CONFLICTING  CLAIMS— FINAL  PBOOF. 

CATEON  17.  Geisteb. 

Whfire  Osage  claimants  for  the  same  tract  are  both  iu  defaalt  in  the  matter  of  sab- 
mitting  final  proof,  the  one  who  first  takes  steps  to  core  such  default  is  entitled 
to  the  laud. 

Firnt  A^^Uiant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  February  14, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Elias  J.  Catron  v.  Bessie  Qeister,  upon 
the  appeal  of  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  May 
29, 1889,  affirming  the  action  of  the  local  office,  and  holding  for  cancel- 
lation his  Osage  declaratory  statement  upon  lots  1  and  8,  Sec.  4,  and 
approving  his  final  proof  as  to  lots  2  and  7,  and  approving  Oeister's 
final  proof  on  her  Osage  declaratory  statement  for  lots  1  and  8,  Sec.  4, 
and  lot  4,  Sec  3,  all  in  T.  27  S.,  B.  24  W.,  Garden  City  land  district, 
Kansas.  • 

Your  office  letter  of  May  29,  1889,  fairly  sets  forth  the  facts  in  the 
case  and  I  concur  with  your  findings  thereon. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  time  within  which  Catron  should  have 
submitted  his  final  proof  expired  January  21,1887,  and  that  the  time 
within  which  Geister  should  have  submitted  her  proof  expired  January 
30, 1887.  These  parties  were  then  in  default  after  these  respective 
dates,  and  both  being  so  in  default  Geister  first  took  steps  towards  curing 
such  default.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  hind  in  dispute  should  be 
awarded  Glister.    Delapp  v,  Jackson  (7  L.  D.  308). 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


BAIIiBOAO  SELECTION— PBE-EMPTION  CL.AIM. 

Daslanb  v.  Nobtheen  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

A  pre-emption  claim  can  not  be  perfected  for  land  covered  by  a  prior  pending  indem- 
nity selection,  bnt  may  remain  of  record  subject  to  the  final  disposition  of  the 
selection. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  February 

14,  1891. 

This  ai>peal  is  file<l  by  George  W.  Darland  from  the  decision  of  your 
office  of  M;iy  7, 1SS9,  rejecting  the  claim  of  Darland  for  the  SE.  J  of 
Sec*  5,  T.  130  N.,  R.  79  W.,  Bismarck,  Dakota. 


196  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

^e  tract  is  witliiu  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern 
Pacific  Itailroad  Company,  and  was  selected  by  said  company  January 
8, 1885,  as  per  list  No.  26. 

On  July  15, 1886,  Darland  filed  declaratory  statement  for  said  tract, 
alleging  settlement  June  20,  1884,  and,  on  June  25, 1887,  he  offered  to 
make  final  proof,  at  which  date  James  McLaughlin  and  Henry  F.  Doug- 
las, who  claimed  by  purchase  from  the  railroad  company,  appeared  and 
protested  against  the  acceptance  of  said  proof. 

The  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing  shows  that  Darlaml  did  not  make 
an  actual  settlement  upon  the  land  until  June,  1885.  The  mere  clear- 
ing out  of  a  spring  in  June,  1884,  not  followed  by  occupation  of  the  land 
until  June,  1885,  does  not  constitute  such  a  settlement  as  would  bar  the 
company  of  its  right  of  selection,  especially  when  it  is  shown  by  his  own 
testimony  that  during  the  summer  or  fall  of  1884  he  built  a  shanty  upon 
section  eight  and  occupied  it  for  a  time,  and  afterwards  moved  it  within 
the  liwits  of  the  plat  of  the  townsite  of  Winona. 
*  These  selections  were  made  under  the  following  instructions  of  the 
Department : 

May  '28, 1883. 
The  C0MMI88IONBR  OF  THE  General  Land  Office, 

Sir  :  It  18  my  desire  to  opeo  for  settleineot  as  speedily  as  possible  all  the  lands 
within  the  indeuinity  limits  of  the  graut  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Company  not  ac- 
tually required  to  supply  the  lands  lost  In  place  within  the  granted  limits. 

The  grant  shonld  be  adjusted  at  the  earliest  possible  time,  that  the  orders  of  with- 
drawal may  be  vacated  without  unreasonable  delay,  as  indicated  in  my  letter  of  the 
17th  instant. 

The  unparalleled  demand  for  lands  for  actual  settlement  by  great  numbers  of  per- 
sons, not  only  from  foreign  countries,  buc  from  the  older  States,  seeking  homes,  under 
the  settlement  laws,  along  the  line  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Northern  Pacific  grant, 
requires,  for  the  best  interest  of  the  country,  and  for  all  parties  concerned,  that  the 
withdrawals  should  not  be  maintained  any  longer  than  is  actually  necessary  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  guaranteed  rights  of  the  company. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of  making  selections,  I  think  yon  should  instruct 
the  Jocal  officers  that,  when  clear  lists  of  selections,  free  from  conflict  or  other  objec- 
tiou,  are  filed  with  the  district  officers  and  approved  by  them,  said  selections  should 
at  once  be  marked  upon  their  books  and  forwarded  for  final  examination,  leaving  the 
ascertainment  of  the  lands  lost  in  place  to  your  office,  instead  of  requiring  preliminary 
lists  of  such  lost  lands,  together  with  the  indemnity  lands,  tract  for  tract,  from  the 
company  as  heretofore. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  work  of  adjusting  the  grant  will  go  forward  much  more 
rapidly  tinder  this  plan  than  under  the  former  practice. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  M.  Teller, 

Secretary, 

Subsequently,  on  August  4, 1885,  Instructions  were  issued,  requiring 
preliminary  lists  to  be  filed,  specifying  the  particular  deficiencies  for 
which  the  indemnity  is  claimed,  but  it  was  also  provided  that,  where 
indemnity  selections  had  theretofore  been  made,  without  specifying  the 
particular  bases,  the  company  should  be  required  to  designate  the 
particular  deficiencies  before  allowing  further  selections.    (4  L.  D.,  90.) 
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The  company  complied  with  these  iostructioDS  as  to  list  No.  26, 
making  said  selection  legal  and  regalar  in  this  respect. 

In  the  case  of  Northern  Pi\cific  Railroad  Company  v.  John  O.  Miller 
(on  review),  11  L.  D.,  428,  it  was  held  that  indemnity  can  only  be 
selected  in  lien  of  a  section  or  part  of  section  lost  in  place,  and  the 
basis  for  such  selection  mnst  be  specifically  designated  and  shown  to  be 
excepted  from  the  grant  before  iDdemnity  can  be  allowed,  and  that 
where  a  selection  is  made  without  designating  the  basis,  the  invalidity 
of  such  selection  may  be  attacked  by  a  settler.  Bnt  the  selection  in 
that  case  was  not  protected  by  the  order  of  May  28, 1883,  for  the  reason 
that  it  had  never  been  withdrawn,  and  was  therefore  not  of  the  charac- 
ter of  lands  contemplated  by  said  order. 

The  decision  of  yonr  office  rejecting  the  final  proof  of  Darland  is 
affirmed,  bat  his  filing  should  not  be  canceled,  bat  remain  subject  to 
the  rights  of  the  company,  if  the  selection  of  the  company  should  be 
finally  certified^ 

HOMESTEAD  CLAIM— HUSBAXD  AND  WIFE-RESIDENCE. 

Emma  F.  Stewart's  Heirs. 

A  married  woman  can  not,  daring  the  existence  of  the  marital  relation,  maintain  a 
residence  separate  from  that  of  her  husband,  in  a  house  boilt  across  the  line 
between  settlement  claims  held  by  each  separately  ;  and  such  residence  confers  no 
right  under  the  homestead  law  that  can  be  perfected  by  the  heirs  of  the  wife. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  February 

14,  1891. 

This  is  a  petition  by  Duncan  G.  Stewart,  Edward  Doten,  and  Albert 
Doteu,  clainiinj^  as  heirs  of  Emma  F.  Stewart,  n^e  Doten.  asking  a  re- 
consideration of  the  departmental  decision  of  October  6,  1890,  in  the 
matter  of  the  latter's  homestead  entry  for  lots  1  and  2,  and  S.  i  NE.  ^, 
described  in  said  decision  as  NE.  i  of  Sec.  6,  T.  121  N.,  B.  62  W.,  Water- 
town  series,  Aberdeen,  Dakota. 

The  unquestioned  statements  contained  in  said  decision  show,  that 
Emma  F.  Doten  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  May  30,  alleg- 
ing settlement  on  the  land  May  15, 1880,  that  she  made  said  homestead 
entry,  Hay  6, 1881,  that  on  June  8,  1881,  she  married  Duncan  G.  Stew- 
art, apparently  one  of  said  petitioners;  that  Stewart  had  previously 
made  homestead  entry  for  the  adjoining  SE.  i  of  said  Sec.  6,  that  about 
October  15, 1881,  *»the  two**  began  the  coustmction  of  a  frame  house 
sixteen  by  t wen ty- four  feet,  across  the  line  dividing  said  quarter  sec- 
tions, that  Stewart  and  wife  began  a  joint  residence  in  said  house,  No- 
vember 5,  1881,  that  snch  residence  continued  until  April  24,  1882, 
when  the  entryman  died,  that  Stewart,  after  making  proof  July  11, 
1887,  in  snpi>ort  of  his  own  entry,  made  proof  as  heir,  April  28, 1888,  in 
support  of  the  entry  in  question. 
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Od  April  27, 1889,  yonr  office  held  the  entry  in  question  for  cancella- 
tion. 

Stewart  appealed,  whereupon  the  Department  by  the  decision  that  I 
am  now  asked  to  reconsider  affirmed  the  action  of  your  office.  The 
pending  petition  is  based  mainly  upon  an  allegation  to  the  effect  that 
^^the  full  compliance  with  the  law  by  her  heirs  after  her  death,"  cured 
any  defect  in  the  entryman's  residence. 

The  finding  by  the  Department  to  the  efiect  that  the  en  try  man  and 
her  husband,  <luring  the  period  claimed  for  her  residence  on  the  laud, 
lived  in  the  said  house  as  one  family  is  not  denied.  As  she  could  not 
then  maintain  a  residence  separate  from  that  of  her  husb<and,  it  follows 
that  the  entryman  was  at  the  time  of  her  death,  disqualified  from  per- 
fecting the  entry  in  question.    L.  A.  Tavener  (9  L.  D.,  426). 

The  petitioner's  claim  being,  therefoi^,  void  a&mfio  their  subsequent 
acts  (not  specifically  described  in  the  petition)  in  connection  with  the 
land,  can  not  be  considered. 

The  petition  is  denied. 


PRACnCE-FArLURE  TO  COMPLT  WITH  THE  UXJUSa* 

Witt  v.  Henley. 

Where  an  exonse  is  offered  for  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  rales  of  practice,  a  deOnite 
statement  should  be  made  of  the  facts  relied  upon,  and  snch  statement  supported 
by  the  affidavit  of  the  party  in  interest. 

First  Assistcmt  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  February  14, 1891. 

On  February  28, 1887,  Elias  E.  Ueuley  made  final  proof  on  his  Osage 
declaratory  statement  No.  4802,  for  the  NB.  J  of  Sec.  17,  T.  30  S.,  R.  25 
W.,  Garden  City,  Kansas,  and  on  March  8,  thereafter,  Frederick  H. 
Witt  made  final  proot  on  his  Osage  declaratory  statement  for  the  same 
land. 

It  appears  that  both  parties  protested  against  the  proof  of  the  other. 
A  hearing  was  had,  and  the  register  and  receiver,  on  September  7, 1887, 
rendered  their  decision  rejecting  Witt's  proof  and  dismissing  his  pro- 
test against  that  of  Henley. 

On  October  11,  1887,  he  took  his  appeal  from  said  decision  to  yoar 
ofiice. 

On  November  4, 1887,  Henley  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal, 
for  the  reason  that  no  notice  thereof,  nor  a  copy  of  the  specifications  of 
error,  had  been  served  npon  him  or  his  attorneys. 

Notice  of  this  motion  was  served  on  Witt  by  registered  letter,  mailed 
to  his  usual  place  of  residence,  but  no  proof  of  the  service  of  the 
notice  of  appeal  or  any  denial  of  the  facts  set  up  in  the  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  appeal  has  been  filed  in  the  case. 
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On  June  8, 1889,  yon  sustained  Henley's  motion  to  dismiss  said  ap- 
peal, and,  nnder  Bnle  of  Practice  48,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  register 
and  receiver.    This  appeal  is  brought  to  reverse  that  judgment. 

It  is  insisted  that  your  office  erred  in  dismissing  the  appeal,  ^^  for 
the  reason  that  no  notice  of  the  decision  of  the  local  office  awarding 
the  land  to  Henley  was  served  upon  Witt,  and  was  not  received  by  his 
attorney  soon  enough  for  him  to  confer  with  Witt  and  then  make  the 
appeal  within  the  time." 

Appellant  had  abundant  time  and  opportunity  to  have  presented 
this  &ct  to  your  office  after  he  was  served  with  the  notice  of  the  motion 
to  dismiss  his  appeal.  There  is  nothing  in  the  record  showing  that 
such  fact  was  presented.  He  now  for  the  first  time  states  his  reasons 
(above  quoted)  for  bis  failure  to  give  the  notice  required  by  Rule  ot 
Practice  46.  That  rule  is  mandatory  and  has  all  the  force  and  effect 
of  law.  He  undertakes  to  excuse  his  laches  by  a  statement  of  his  at- 
torney, not  under  oath. 

Without  entering  into  the  question  as  to  whether  it  is  too  late  in  an 
appellate  tribunal  to  ask  that  his  laches  in  the  first  instance  be  excused, 
it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  where  a  plain  rule  for  the  guidance  of  parties 
litigant  is  not  observed,  and  an  excuse  is  offered  therefor,  that  the 
facts  in  extenuation  of  such  laches  should  be  definitely  stated  and  sup- 
ported by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  party  in  interest  This  has 
not  been  done. 

Your  said  office  decision  rejecting  Witt's  final  proof  and  holding  his 
declaratory  statement  subject  to  that  of  Henley  is  therefore  affirmed. 


HOMESTBAI>  ENTBT    RESIDENCE— OOMPULSOBT  ABSENGGEB. 

Lewis  QuABNBEBa. 

A  oompnlsory  absence  of  the  homesteader  and  his  family,  cansed  by  the  land  being 
flooded  with  water,  does  not  interrupt  the  continuity  of  residence  that  has  been 
established  and  maintained  in  good  faith. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  February  16, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Lewis  Quamberg  from  the  decision 
of  yonr  office  of  May  1,  1889,  rejecting  his  final  proof  made  in  support 
of  homestead  entry  No.  5859  ot  the  N^  NW^,  SW^  NW^  and  NW^ 
8  WJ,  Sec  11  T.  20  8.,  B  2  W.,  Salt  Lake  City,;  Utah. 

He  made  this  entry  January  12,  1883.  Prior  thereto  he  had  settled 
on  the  land  and  commenced  building  a  log  house,  which  he  completed 
and  occupied  in  May,  1882.  It  appears  in  evidence  that  he  resided  on 
this  tract  continuously  from  that  time  to  May,  1885,  having  never  until 
then  been  absent ;  but  in  May,  1885,  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  land  in 
conseqnence  of  its  being  completely  flooded  with  water.    This  sastdier 
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was  caused  by  an  irrigatiiiji^  company,  wbo  raided  the  waters  of  Hound 
Valley  lake  for  purposes  of  irrigation.  The  water  around  his  house 
was  a  foot  in  depth,  and  it  became  necessary  for  him  and  his  family  to 
retire  and  seek  a  place  of  safety  elsewhere,  there  being  no  dry  land  on 
his  homestead  where  he  could  locate  another  dwelling. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1888,  having  prior  to  that  time  given  the  usual 
notice  by  publication,  he  appeared  with  his  witnesses  before  the  clerk 
of  the  court  for  Millard  county,  the  judge  of  that  court  being  absent, 
and  made  his  final  proof.  This  proof,  when  presented  to  the  local 
officers,  was  rejected  by  them  for  the  reason  that  the  claimant  had  failed 
to  live  upon  the  land  as  the  law  required. 

On  appeal,  your  office  affirmed  this  action  of  the  local  officers,  and 
thereupon  Quamberg  appealed  to  this  Department,  and  the  case  is  now 
before  me  for  consideration. 

In  presenting  this  a|>peal,  he  alleges,  in  effect,  that  his  entry  on  the 
land  was  made  in  good  faith,  his  purpose  being  to  secure  a  permanent 
home  for  himself  and  family,  and  that  he  complied  with  the  require, 
ments  of  the  law  as  to  residence,  cultivation  and  improvements,  as  far 
as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  do  so.  His  improvements  consist  of  a  log 
house  covered  with  a  board  roof,  a  corral,  and  some  fencing.  It  was 
shown  in  proof  that  his  land  was  better  for  grazing  than  for  cultivation 
in  grain,  and  in  two  seasons  he  harvested  about  one  hundred  tons  of 
hay.  He  had  around  him  a  growing  stock  of  horses,  cows,  sheep,  and 
other  domestic  animals,  and  was  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  the  time 
of  the  above  mentioned  disaster.  Whenever  the  waters  partially  sub- 
sided, he  used  such  parts  of  the  land  as  could  be  used  for  grazing  his 
stock,  but  his  dwelling  continued  to  be  surrounded  by  water  up  to  the 
time  of  making  final  proof,  and  its  occupation  was  thus  rendered  impos- 
sible. 

The  circumstances  of  his  case  are  peculiar,  and  are  entitled  to  be 
considered  with  some  degree  of  favor  by  reason  of  their  equities. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  law,  continuous  residence  is 
required;  but  when  an  actual  residence  has  been  once  established,  and 
the  good  faith  of  the  entryman  thereby  shown,  temporary  absences,  not 
inconsistent  with  an  honest  purpose  to  comply  with  the  law,  are  excus- 
able and  may  be  regarded  as  constituting  a  constructive  residence. 
Israel  Martel  (6  L.  D.,  566) ;  and  Montgomery  v.  Curl  (9  L.  D.  57).  In 
Parsons  v.  Hughes  (8  L.  D.,  593),  it  was  held  that  the  C/Ontinuity  of  the 
residence  was  not  broken  by  a  forcible  ouster  from  the  land  and  a  sub- 
sequent compulsory  absence  therefrom. 

In  a  number  of  cases,  where,  by  reason  of  high  altitude  and  deep 
snows,  a  continuous  residence  on  the  land  is  impracticable,  if  not  im- 
possible, it  has  been  held  that  such  lands  are,  nevertheless,  subject  to 
filing  and  entry  under  the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws,  and  par- 
ties making  such  filings  or  entries  have  been  allowed  to  muke  final 
proof  and  perfect  their  titles,  although  such  proof  showed  absence  of 
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the  claimant  from  the  land  for  months  at  a  time  daring  the  winter  sea- 
son. Daniel  Lombard!  (7  L.  D.,  57),  and  Jesse  H.  Wagner  (9  L.  D., 
450).    The  cases  cited  are  in  principle  like  the  one  under  consideration. 

Qaaruberg  was  driven  from  his  home  by  the  force  of  circumstances 
over  which  he  had  no  control  and  could  not  avert.  He  established  an 
actual  residence  on  the  land  and  remained  there  continuously  for  sev- 
eral years.  When  the  waters  partially  subsided,  he  used  such  parts  of 
the  land  as  he  could  for  grazing  his  cattle.  He  evinced  every  disposi- 
tion to  comply  with  the  hojpestead  law  as  far  as  possible,  and  in  making 
his  final  proof  testified  it  was  his  purpose  to  resume  actual  residence  on 
the  land  whenever  it  could  be  properly  drained  and  rendered  habitable 
for  himself  and  family.  When  forced  to  retire  from  his  homestead,  he 
went  to  the  town  of  Scipio,  about  ten  miles  distant,  and  earned  a  liveli- 
hood by  his  daily  labor.  During  his  absence  he  boarded  or  lived  in  a 
rented  house  up  to  1887,  when  he  purchased  a  small  house  in  Scipio. 
This  may  have  the  appearance  of  an  established  residence  elsewhere; 
but  it  is  not  shown  that  he  resided  in  the  house  he  purchased,  nor  can 
it'be  material  whether  he  occupied  a  rented  house  or  one  of  his  own; 
he  was  obliged  to  provide  an  abiding-place  of  some  kind  for  himself  and 
those  dependent  upon  him. 

As  no  adverse  claimant  appears,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  final 
proof  of  Quarnberg  should  be  accepted  and  patent  certificate  issued. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  reversed. 


PRIVATE  E:NTRY— ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1889. 

William  H.  Clark. 

A  private  entry  of  land  excladed  from  sach  disposition  by  the  act  of  March  2, 1889. 
and  aUowed  after  the  passage  of  said  act,  is  invalid  and  must  be  canceled,  though 
made  before  the  local  officers  had  been  officially  notified  of  the  passage  of  said 
act. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Go7nmi88ioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  February  19, 1891. 

William  H.  Clark  has  appealed  from  yonr  decision  of  January  25, 
1890,  holding  for  cancellation  his  private  cash  entry  for  the  NW.  \  of 
tbe  SE.^  of  Sec.  20,T.38  N.,B.16  E.,Mena8lia  land  district,  Wisconsin. 

The  application  to  enter  was  allowed  by  the  local  officers  at  Menasha 
on  March  4, 1889 — they  not  yet  having  at  that  date  been  notified  of  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1889,  prohibiting  the  disposal 
of  poblic  lands  at  private  entry  thereafter  (except  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri). 

The  ground  of  appeal  is,  in  substance,  that  inasmuch  as  the  local 
officers  had  not  been  officially  notified  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  and 
inasmuch  as  they  allowed  the  entry  and  received  his  money,  the  act 
should  not  be  considered  as  applicable  to  his  case. 
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The  language  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889  (25  Stat.  854),  is  as  follows : 
^^  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  no  public  lauds  of  the  United 
States,  except  those  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  shall  be  subject  to  private 
entry.'' 

A  private  entry  on  the  4th  of  March,  thereforei  even  if  allowed  by  the 
local  officers,  is  invalid. 

Tour  decision  is  affirmed. 


.    PBOCEBDINGS  ON  FINAL  PKOOF-PROTE^T. 

BLAKELY  17.  Kaiseb. 

The  local  office  may  pioperly  take  action  on  a  protest  against  final  proof,  even 
though  it  is  filed  after  the  submission  of  sncb  proof. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  February  19,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Sarah  A.  Blakely  «.  Ella  Kaiser,  in- 
volving the  NE.  i  of  Sec.  25,  T.  114,  B.  66,  Huron  land  district,  Sonth 
Dakota. 

Blakely  contested  the  entry  of  one  Ollkiara,  and  upon  proof  furnished 
by  her  it  was  canceled,  October  13,  1884.  Kaiser  was  allowed  to  make 
homestead  entry  of  the  tract,  February  3,  1885 — the  contestant  not 
having  applied  to  exercise  her  preference  right.  November  16,  1885, 
Blakely  applied  to  enter,  but  was  refused,  because  of  the  prior  entry  by- 
Kaiser.  On  December  22,  1886,  Kaiser  offered  final  (commutation) 
proof.  The  next  day  Blakely  filed  protest  against  said  proof,  alleging 
that  she  received  no  notice  of  the  cancellation  of  O'Mara's  entry  autil 
October  24,  1885,  and  that  she  applied  to  ent«r  within  thirty  days 
thereafter.  A-  hearing  was  had,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  local  of- 
ficers found  in  favor  of  Blakely.  Kaiser  appealed  to  your  office,  which 
also  (October  18,  1888,)  found  in  her  favor.  Kaiser  appeals  to  the 
Department. 

There  is  another  branch  of  the  case.  On  May  21, 1887,  Kaiser  filed 
an  affidavit  of  contest  against  Blakely,  alleging  failure  to  establish 
residence  on  the  tract  as  required  by  law.  Both  the  local  office  and 
your  office  found  in  favor  of  Blakely ;  and  from  your  decision  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  this  branch  of  the  case  Kaiser  does  not  api>eal,  at  least,  in 
her  appeal  she  makes  no  reference  thereto. 

Her  appeal  alleges  three  grounds  of  error,  to  wit :  ^'  The  Hon.  Com- 
missioner erred  in  dismissing  the  contest.  The  decision  is  contrary  to 
the  evidence  and  contrary  to  the  law." 

The  preceding  allegations  are  too  indefinite  to  warrant  considera- 
tion (Levi  W.  Hulbert,  12  L.  D.,  29). 

He  erred  in  holdiog  that  the  protest  against  the  final  proof  of  Kaiser  was  filed  in 
time,  one  day  after  the  proof  was  submitted The  notioe  of  intention 
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/^  ^ 
to  make  final  proof  by  Kiiiser  operated  as  notice  to  all  the  world  that  at  a  certain 
time  and  place  she  woald  offer  proof,  and  that  was  the  day  the  protest  ought  to 
have  been  filed.    Filing  one  day  after  was  too  late. 

This  point  is  not  well  taken.  If  the  local  officers  received  informa- 
tion tending  to  show  that  Miss  Blakely  had  a  paramonnt  claim  to  the 
tract,  it  mattered  not  how  it  reached  them,  nor  when ;  even  if  no  pro- 
test had  been  filed,  and  the  information  relative  to  her  rights  had  been 
a  matter  of  personal  knowledge  with  them,  or  had  come  to  their  knowl- 
edge in  an  informal  manner,  it  woald  have  been  their  duty  to  notify 
her  thereof,  and  to  intbrm  your  office  regarding  the  same.  See  Henry 
Bachman,  3  L.  D.,  223. 

Yonr  decision  is  affirmed. 


TIMBER  CUIiTURE  C0:NTBST-.NC>TICK. 

Bebseth  v.  Midgaabd. 

In  proceedings  against  a  timber  cnltiire  entry  the  wife  of  the  entryman  is  entitled  to 
notice,  where  it  is  known  that  the  entryman  has  disappeared,  and  that  his  where- 
tfbonts  can  not  be  discovered. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Gomminnoner  of  the  Oeneral  Land 

Office,  February  19, 1891. 

On  October  26, 1885,  Sine  N.  Midgaard  made  a  timber  cnltnre  entry 
for  the  SBJ  of  Sec.  18,  T.  125  N.,  B.  74  W.,  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota. 

March  1, 1889,  Andrew  O.  Berreth  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against 
said  entry.  Not  being  able  to  get  personal  service  on  the  entryman,  he 
made  affidavit  under  date  of  April  26,  1889,  in  which  he  stated  that  ^^he 
made  inquiry  and  search  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  for  the  whereabouts 
of  the  claimant  ....  but  from  no  one  could  information  be  had 
that  said  claimant  resided  or  was  present  within  the  Territory  of  Da- 
kota." Whereupon,  notice  was  given  by  publication  that  proof  to  sus- 
tain the  contest  would  be  taken  before  Frank  E.  Devan,  at  Mound  City, 
Dakota,  on  July  9,  1889. '  Hearing  was  duly  had,  and  on  July  24, 1889, 
the  register  and  receiver  recommended  claimant's  entry  for  cancellation. 

Mrs.  Midgaard  received  no  notice  of  said  hearing,  and  it  is  alleged 
in  her  behalf  that  her  husband,  the  claimant,  disappeared  from  their 
house  in  1887,  since  which  time  nothing  has  been  heard  from  him,  and 
she  believes  him  to  be  dead.  She  heard  of  the  contest  of  Berreth 
against  said  timber  culture  entry  a  few  days  before  the  hearing  had 
thereon,  when  she  immediately  wrote  to  G.  E.  Lennan,  an  attorney,  to 
appear  and  defend  the  case,  but  her  letter  was  not  received  in  time  to 
enable  hrim  to  appear  in  the  case. 

November  30, 1889,  the  local  officers  were  informed  by  your  office  that 
the  case  of  Berreth  v.  S.  N.  Midgaard  was  closed,  and  that  the  timber 
cnltnre  entry  of  the  latter  was  canceled.  On  December  12,  1889,  Ber- 
reth waM  allowed  to  make  timber  culture  entry  for  the  tract  in  dispute. 
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January  27,  1890,  Mary  L.  Midgaard,  wife  of  the  entryman,  filed  an 
appeal  from  your  decision  of  November  30, 1889;  and  on  February  8, 
181)0,  your  office  refused  to  recojg^uize  her  right  to  appeal  said  case,  on 
the  ground  that  <'  It  is  not  shown  that  Midgaard  is  dead,  and  wife  ia 
not  a  party  to  the  record.''  Thereupon,  she  filed  her  application  for 
certiorari,  which  was,  on  June  4,  denied  because  not  accompanied  by  a 
copy  of  the  decision  compiaiued  of.  This  denial,  however,  was  stated 
to  be  ''without  prejudice  to  auother  application." 

On  August  19,  1800,  she  filed  another  application  for  certiorari,  ac- 
compauied  by  a  copy  of  the  decision  complained  of.  The  Department, 
acting  upon  her  second  application,  on  October  30, 1890,  directed  your 
office  to  certify  the  record  in  said  case  to  this  Department  for  examin- 
ation and  consideration.  Pursuant  to  said  direction,  on  November  21» 
1890,  your  office  transmitted  to  this  Department  the  record  in  the  case, 
which  is  now  before  me. 

From  an  examination  of  said  record,  it  appears  to  be  established  that 
Midgaard  disappeared  in  the  fall  of  1887,  leaving  his  wife  and  two  small 
children  in  destitute  circumstances,  since  when  his  whereabouts  have 
been  unknown.  Mrs.  Midgaard,  his  wife,  believes  him  dead;,  but 
whether  he  is  or  not  is  not  of  much  consequence  for  the  purposes  of  this 
case,  for,  in  either  case,  she  is,  by  right  of  marriage,  to  be  regarded  as  rep- 
resenting his  property  left  behind.  If  he  is  alive,  she  has  all  the  rights 
of  a  deserted  wife,  and  if  he  is  dead,  her  interest  as  his  widow  and  the 
mother  of  and  natural  agent  for  his  minor  children  is  to  be  recognized. 
It  was  well-known  fact  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  land  that  claimant 
had  gone  away  before  this  contest  was  initiated,  and  it  was  also  well 
known  in  that  neighborhood  that  he  left  behind  him  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren and  that  they  still  live  in  Dakota.  ^ 

Mrs.  Midgaard  should  have  been  notified  of  and  heard  in  said  contest 
As  was  said  in  departmental  decision  on  the  second  application  for  cer- 
tiorari in  this  case: 

In  the  absence  of  the  hnsband,  the  wife  is  preADmed,  if  there  be  no  showin^c  to  the 
contrary,  to  be  his  agent  to  the  extent  of  having  that  general  control  over  his  prop- 
erty which  must  be  lodged  somewhere.  (2nd  Bishop's  Law  of  Married  Women,  Sec. 
413.) 

If  the  entryman  complied  with  the  timber  culture  law  until  he  dis- 
appeared in  1887,  and  since  that  time,  if  Mrs.  Midgaard,  representing 
him  or  herself,  has  complied  with  the  law,  she  has  such  an  interest  in 
the  claim  that  she  is  entitled  to  be  heard  in  the  matter  of  the  contest 
thereof. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  no  proper  notice  was  served  on  Mrs.  Mid- 
gaard, the  local  officers  acquired  no  jurisdiction  whatever  to  determine 
the  matters  charged  in  Berreth's  affidavit  of  contest.  It  follows  that 
the  proceedings  had  in  this  case  have  been  without  any  jurisdiction,  and 
are  therefore  void.  You  will  accordingly  cancel  the  timber  culture  en- 
try of  contestant,  Andrew  O.  Berreth,  for  the  land  in  dispute,  and  cause 
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the  entry  of  Sine  N.  Midgaard  to  be  restored.  The  filing  of  Berretb's 
contost  was  regular,  bat  the  hearing  was  had  by  the  local  officers  with- 
out jarisdiction.  You  will  therefore  direct  the  register  and  receiver  to 
permit  Berreth,  if  he  so  desires,  to  cause  a  new  notice  to  be  issued  and 
served  on  Mrs.  Midgaard,  and  direct  a  hearing  to  be  had  on  said  con- 
test, at  which  she  will  have  an  opportunity  to  defend  her  lato  husband's 
entry  with  a  view  that  the  same  may  inure  to  the  benefit  of  herself  and 
family. 

After  said  hearing,  and  the  receipt  of  the  register  and  receiver's  opin- 
ion thereon,  together  with  the  record  thereof,  you  will  readjudicate  the 
case. 


Johnson  v.  Walton. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case  above 
entitled  September  12, 1890,  II  L.  D.,  278,  overruled  February  27, 189L 


ALLOTMENT  OF  HiDIAN  LANDS-BESEBVATION. 

0.  N.  Cotton. 

The  general  allotment  aot  of  February  8, 1887,  gives  the  Indians  the  same  right  within 
a  reservation  created  by  execnti  ve  order  as  if  made  by  treaty  or  aot  of  Congress ; 
and  lands  subject  to  such  right  can  only  be  relieved  therefrom  by  Congressional 
action. 

The  use  and  oconpancy  of  ansnrveyed  public  land  by  one  who  has  established  a  trad- 
ing post  thereon  is  not  such  a  claim  as  will  serve  to  except  the  laud  from  a  sub- 
sequent executive  order  creating  an  Indian  reservation. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs j  December  27, 1890. 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  8th  instant 
and  enclosures  relative  te  the  claim  of  Mr.  G.  N.  Cotton  that  the  land 
occupied  by  him  should  be  excluded  from  the  Navajo  reservation 
created  by  executive  order  of  January  6,  1880.  With  said  comuiunica- 
tion  you  submitted  a  draught  of  an  executive  order,  recommending  that 
it  be  laid  before  the  President  for  his  signature  amending  and  modi- 
fying that  of  January  6, 1880  so  as  to  exclude  from  the  operation  thereof 
any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  which  were  settled  upon  or  occupied  or  to 
which  valid  rights  had  attached  under  then  existing  laws  of  the  United 
States,  prior  to  January  6,  1880. 

The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Son.  George  H.  Shields,  Assistant 
Attorney  General  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  who  holds  that: 

The  general  allotment  aot  of  Febrnary  8,  1887  (iM  Stat.,  388)  referred  to  by  the 
Commiesioner,  nuqnestionably  gives  to  the  Indians  the  same  rights  in  a  reservation 
created  by  executive  order  as  if  made  by  treaty  or  act  of  Congress.  This  being  so  the 
land  embraced  therein  is  subject  to  allotment,  and  the  surplus  can  be  restored  only 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  said  ikct,  which  require  that  the  negotiations  with 
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tbe  ludians  for  the  sale  of  such  portioDs  of  the  reservafcioti  not  allotted  'shall  not  be 
complete  until  ratified  by  Cougress,'  (Sec.  5  of  said  act)  but  Congress  can  by  addi- 
tional legislation  except  the  same  from  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  1887.  If  this  be 
the  true  constrnction  %>f  said  act  of  1887,  and  I  think  it  is,  it  would  be  inconsistent  to 
ask  the  Prssident  to  issue  an  order  excepting  said  lands  from  the  effect  of  the  order 
of  1880,  and,  in  effect,  attempt  to  do  that  which  can  only  be  done  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress. 

In  accordance  with  said  opinion,  your  recommendation  that  the  said 
draught  of  an  executive  order  be  laid  before  the  President  for  his  signa- 
ture is  not  concurred  in,  and  to  enable  Mr.  Cotton  to  secure  relief  by 
Congressional  action,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  reserve  the  land 
covered  by  his  improvements  and  occupied  by  him  from  allotments 
under  the  act  of  February  8, 1887  until  further  advised  by  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  opinion  of  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  is  herewith  enclosed, 
and  the  enclosures  of  your  letter  are  herewith  returned. 


OPINION. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Shields  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior j  De- 
cember 24,  1890. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  your  reference  of 
the  18th  instant,  of  a  communication  from  the  Honorable  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  the  10th  instant,  relative  to  the  possessory 
claim  of  C.  N.  Cotton,  within  the  addition  to  the  Navajo  Indian  reser- 
vation made  by  executive  order  of  January  6, 1880.  The  Commissioner 
states  that  the  claim  of  Mr.  Cotton  that  his  place  was  occupied  long 
prior  to  the  date  of  said  order,  and  therefore  should  be  excepted  from 
the  effect  thereof,  was  referred  to  special  agent  Yandever  for  investi- 
gation ;  that  said  agent  reported  that  Mr.  Cotton  had  lived  on  his  place 
now  within  the  limits  of  said  addition  to  the  reservation  since  the  spring 
of  1878;  that  he  had  thereon  a  trading  post,  with  a  large  number  of 
buildings,  and  the  best  store  on  the  reservation ;  that  from  the  infor- 
mation he  could  obtain,  Mr.  Cotton  settled  upon  his  place  with  the  in- 
tention of  making  it  his  home  two  years  before  the  reservation  was 
extended  over  the  land  occupied  by  him.  The  Commissioner  further 
states  that  said  executive  order  made  no  exception  from  the  withdrawal 
from  sale  and  settlement  '^  of  tracts  settled  upon  or  occupied,"  as  is  the 
case  in  the  subsequent  order  of  May  17, 1884;  that  the  land  in  ques- 
tion was  unsurveyed  and  Mr.  Cotton  had  acquired  no  vested  right  to 
the  same  \  that  it  had  not  been  the  policy  of  the  Department  to  recom- 
mend the  appropriation  of  lands  occupied  by  settlers  in  good  faith 
unless  it  was  considered  necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  Indians,  in 
which  case  compensation  for  the  improvements  is  recommended  to  be 
paid  to  the  settlers ;  that  since  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February 
8, 1887  (24  Stat,  388),  the  Indian  Office  has  held  that  lands  within  an 
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Indian  reservation  created  by  executive  order  can  only  be  restored  in 
porsnance  of  an  agreement  with  the  Indians  interested,  which  must  be 
ratified  by  Congress ;  that  the  Gommissioner  inclines  to  the  opinion 
**that  where  lands  to  which  private  parties  have  acquired  i^a^i^  or  even 
inehoate  rights^  have  been  included  in  an  Indian  reservation  by  execu- 
tive order,  such  order  may  now  be  so  niodified  as  to  except  such  lands 
ijom  the  operation  thereof,"  and  he  submits  a  draft  of  an  executive 
order  modifying  said  order  of  January  6,  1880,  with  a  recommendatipn 
that  the  same,  if  concurred  in  by  the  Department,  be  presented  to  the 
President  for  his  signature. 

By  said  reference  my  opinion  is  asked  whether  the  course  suggested 
by  the  Gommissioner  should  be  pursued. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  President  had  the  authority  to  extend 
the  reservation  over  the  lands  in  question. 

In  the  case  of  Grisart?.  McDowell  (6  Wall.,  381),  the  supreme  court 
said: 

From  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  goyemment  it  has  been  the  practice  of 
the  President  to  order,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  re- 
quired, parcels  of  land  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  be  reserved  from  sale  and 
set  apart  for  public  uses.    (Wolsey  v.  Chapman,  101  U.  S.,  770.) 

The  occupation  by  Gotton  did  not  prevent  the  executive  order  from 
taking  effect  on  the  land  in  question.  Mr.  Attorney -Creneral  McVeagh 
(17  Op.,  160)  was  of  the  opinion  that  where  a  pre-emption  filing  had 
been  made  on  public  lands,  the  land  embraced  therein  could  be  set  apart 
by  the  President  for  reservation  for  military  purposes  at  any  time  pre- 
vions  to  payment  and  entry  by  the  settler  under  the  pre-emption  law, 
but  that  land  covered  by  a  homestead  entry  could  not  be  so  set  apart 
so  long  as  the  entry  remained  of  record,  citing :  Witherspoon  v.  Dun- 
can, 4  Wall.,  218 ;  Tosemite  VaUey  Case,  16  Wall.,  77 ;  Frisbie  v.  Whit- 
ney, 19  Wall.,  187. 

The  general  allotment  act  of  February  8,  1887  (24  Stats.  388),  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Commissioner,  unquestionably  gives  the  Indians  the 
same  rights  in  a  reservation  created  by  executive  order  as  if  made  by 
treaty  or  act  of  Congress.  This  being  so,  the  land  embraced  therein  is 
subject  to  allotment,  and  the  surplus  can  be  restored  only  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  said  act,  which  require  that  the  negotiations  with  the 
Indians  for  the  sale  of  such  portions  of  the  reservation  not  allotted 
<^  shall  not  be  complete  until  ratified  by  Congress  "  (Sec.  5  of  said  act), 
but  Congress  can  by  additional  legislation,  except  the  same  from  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act  of  1887.  If  this  be  the  true  construction  of  said 
act  of  1887,  and  I  thiuk  it  is,  it  would  be  inconsistent  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent to  issue  an  order  excepting  said  land  from  the  effect  of  the  order 
of  1880,  and,  in  effect,  attempt  to  do  that  which  can  only  be  done  by  an 
act  of  Congress.  It  may  be  conceded  that  Mr.  Cotton  has  acted  in  good 
faith,  and  that  it  is  a  great  hardship  to  extend  said  reservation  over 
the  premises  occupied  by  him.    But  his  remedy  must  be  given  by  con* 
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gressional  action,  and  not  by  an  execative  order.  But  to  enable  him 
tx)  secure  relief  by  legislative  action,  it  is  suggested  that  the  Indian 
Office  be  directed  to  reserve  the  land  covered  by  his  improvements  and 
occupied  by  him,  ft*om  allotment  under  said  general  allotment  act,  until 
further  advised  by  the  Department. 

For  these  reasons,  in  my  opinion,  the  draft  submitted  ought  not  to  be 
presented  to  the  President  for  his  signature,  and  you  are  so  advised. 


FiNAN  V.  Palmer  et  al. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case  above 
entitled,  September  23,  1890,  11  L.  D.,  321,  overruled  by  Secretary 
Noble,  February  27, 1891. 


homestead  entry— re-instatembnt. 
Gharles  B.  Parker. 

The  right  of  re-inBtatemeot  may  be  accorded  where  an  entry  is  canceled  on  account 
of  a  prior  yalid  adverse  claim  and  sach  claim  is  subsequently  withdrawn. 

Secretary  Noble  to  tJie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  February 

28,  1891. 

I  have  before  me  your  communication  of  the  5th  instant,  in  which 
you  request  to  be  advised  whether  Gharles  B.  Pa];ker  may  have  his 
former  entry,  for  the  NE.  i  of  Sec.  20,  T.  27  ^.^  B.  43  B.,  Spokane  Falls, 
Washington,  re-instated  or  be  allowed  to  make  a  second  entry  for  said 
tract. 

It  appears  from  the  papers  transmitted  by  you  that  on  the  21st  day 
of  May,  1888,  Charles  B.  Parker  made  homestead  entry  for  said  tract. 

On  May  14, 1889,  the  acting  commissioner  of  Indian  Af&iirs  addressed 
a  communication  to  the  Department  in  which  he  called  attention  to 
Parker's  entry  as  being  in  viol-ition  of  law  for  the  reason  that  said  land 
was  in  the  possession  and  occupation  of  an  Indian  named  Paock-atin 
or  Pierre,  of  the  CTpper  Spokanes,  whose  family  had  been  in  the  peace- 
able possession  of  the  tract  for  seventy  seven  years.  It  was  further 
recommended  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be  in- 
structed to  direct  the  local  officers  in  whose  district  the  land  in  ques- 
tion is  situated,  to  immediately  cancel  said  Parker^s  entry  and  allow 
the  Indian  Pa-ock-a-tin  or  Pierre  to  enter  the  tract  under  the  fourth 
section  of  the  general  allotment  act  (24  Stat.,  388). 

On  the  17th  day  of  May,  1889,  the  Department  concurred  in  the  rec- 
ommendation and  request  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AfEeiirs,  and 
instructed  you  to  carry  out  the  same. 
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On  the  8th  day  of  Jane,  1889,  the  acting  commissioner  of  your  office 
asked  to  be  advised  whether  Parker's  entry  should  be  canceled  outright 
on  the  report  of  the  Indian  Agent,  or  the  same  <<  be  held  for  cancella- 
tion, allowing  the  entryman  to  be  heard  in  his  own  behalf  before  final 
action  is  taken." 

On  July  28, 1890,  you  were  advised  that  the  instructions  given  on 
May  17, 1889,  were  explicit,  and  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Department 
that  action  be  taken  as  therein  directed. 

On  the  6th  day  of  August,  1890,  your  office  canceled  Parker's  entry 
and  directed  the  local  officers  to  note  the  cancellation  on  their  records, 
and  allow  the  Indian  Pa-ock-atin  or  Pierre,  to  enter  the  tract  under 
the  fourth  section  of  the  general  allotment  act  (24  Stats.,  388). 

On  the  27th  day  of  August,  1890,  your  office  transmitted  a  report  of 
the  register  of  j^he  local  office  at  Spokane  Falls  from  which  it  ap- 
pears  that  the  Indian  Pa-ock-atin  and  other  Indians  voluntarily  went 
to  the  local  office  to  talk  over  their  land  matters  with  Special  Indian 
Agent  Geo.  P.  Litchfield.  It  appears  that  some  years  ago  said  Indian 
agreed  to  sell  to  Gharles  B.  Parker,  all  his  claim  to  the  tract  of  land  for 
the  sum  of  $100^  that  Parker  paid  him  at  different  times  sums  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  $55,  and  that  about  the  1st  of  December,  1890, 
Parker  paid  him  the  balance,  $45,  due  on  a  note  given  to  the  Indian 
by  Parker.  The  Indian  stated  that  he  was  then  entirely  satisfied  and 
that  he  did  not  desire  to  make  any  claim  whatever  to  the  land.  He 
said,  "  When  I  have  sold  anything,  I  am  done  with  it."  The  Indian 
also  signed  a  statement,  made  before  the  register  of  the  local  office, 
which  was  witnessed  by  Hal  J.  Cole,  Indian  Agent,  and  Special  Indian 
Agent  Geo.  I'.  Litchfield  relinquishing  all  his  right  or  claim  to  the  tract 
of  land,  and  reciting  the  sale  of  it  to  Parker. 

It  appears  that  Parker  is  a  good  citizen,  a  man  of  a  family  and  very 
poor.  The  register  says :  '^  I  believe  that  the  Department  would  be 
doing  an  act  of  justice  that  would  be  fully  borne  out  and  warranted  by 
the  facts  in  this  case,  in  a  reinstatement  of  Mr.  Parker  in  his  claim  "  on 
the  tract.  The  register  of  the  local  office  at  the  same  time  transmitted 
the  application  of  said  Parker  to  have  his  homestead  entry  re-instated. 

On  the  15th  of  December,  1890,  the  Gommissioner  of  Indian  AflFairs 
addressed  to  you  a  communication  relating  to  this  matter  and  the  re- 
port of  Special  Agent  Litchfield  upon  it,  from  which  it  appears  that 
this  Indian  is  old  and  unable  to  cultivate  the  land  even  if  he  so  desired ; 
that  he  has  no  sons  and  that  his  daughters  are  all  married  and  living 
upon  an  Indian  reservation;  that  he,the  Indian,  wishes  to  remove  thereto 
and  live  thereon  with  them.  That  he  does  not  desire  to  enter  said  laud. 
Agent  Litchfield  recommends  that  Mr.  Parker  be  allowed  to  renew  his 
filing  on  the  land  and  the  Gommissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  says, — '<  This 
office  can  see  no  reason  why  the  said  tract  should  be  held  longer  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Indian  Pa-ock-a-tin,  or  Pierre." 

While,  as  a  rule,  the  law  allows  only  one  homestead  entry,  yet,  there 
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are  well  established  exceptions.  As  was  said  in  Tharlow  Weed  (8  L 
D.,  100),  *'  A  mistake  which  involves  no  wrong,  and  is  attributable  to 
causes  reasonably  likely  to  produce  it,  ought  rarely  to  forfeit  the  priv- 
ilege of  gaining  one  homestead,  when  honestly  sought  in  good  faith  by 
a  genuine  settler  with  a  family."  See  also  Patrick  O'Neal.  Id.,  137.  In 
this  case  I  find  that  Parker  comes  clearly  in  the  spirit  as  well  as  letter 
of  the  rule.  Yon  are  accordingly  instructed  to  reinstate  Parker's  entry 
for  the  tract  of  land  described,  as  requested  by  him. 


FlNAN  17.  MEEKEB. 


Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case  above 
entitled  September  23, 1890, 11  L.  D.,  319,  overruled  by  Secretary  Noble, 
February  27, 1891. 


BATLBOAD  LANDS-ACT  OF  MABCH  3,  1887. 

Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co. 

In  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  title  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1887,  the  demand 
for  recoDYeyanoe  is  a  statutory  requirement  to  be  made  only  by  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  should  be  served  either  personally,  or  by  regis- 
tered letter,  upon  the  officers  of  the  company,  or  someone  boldiug  RufiScient 
authority  to  receive  and  acknowledge  service  of  such  demand. 

Secretary  Noble  to  ihe  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  February 

28,  1891. 

By  letter  of  December  11, 1890,  your  ofiice  transoaitted  three  lists  of 
lands  to  this  Department  (lists  marked  *'A"  **B"  and  "(/"),  stated  to 
have  been  erroneously  patented  to  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railway  Company.  The  lauds  included  in  list  ^^A''  are  within 
the  limits  of  the  grant  of  July  1, 1862  (12  Stats.,  489),  and  July  2, 1864 
(13  Stats.,  356),  to  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Company,  in  the  State 
of  Elansas. 

The  lands  included  in  list  ^^B"  are  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to 
said  company  in  the  State  of  Colorado. 

The  lands  included  in  list  <'  C  are  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  of 
July  1, 1862,  and  July  2, 1864,  supra,  to  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany, in  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

The  tracts  described  in  lists  "A"  <'B^'  and  "C"  are  all  of  the  odd- 
nmmbered  sections,  and  are  within  the  limits  of  the  two  grants  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company. 

Your  letter  states  that  on  September  10,  and  October  25,  1890,  yon 
gave  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company  notice  to  show  cause  why 
demand  should  not  be  made  on  said  company  to  reconvey  said  land 
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to  tbe  United  States.  Yon  eDcIose  in  year  letter  the  answers  of  the 
Company  stating  its  reasons  why  no  steps  should  be  taken  by  the 
United  States  to  repossess  itself  of  said  land.  The  company  states  that 
long  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1887  (24 
Stats.,  556),  ander  which  proceedin  gs  may  be  had  to  regain  the  title  to 
said  lands,  the  company  had  conveyed  the  greater  part  of  the  lands 
embraced  in  said  three  lists  to  bona  fide  purchasers ;  that  another  part 
of  said  lands  has  been  sold  by  said  company  to  bona  fide  purchasers, 
and  that  said  company  is  bound  by  its  contracts  with  said  purchasers 
to  convey  to  them  the  lands  sold  to  them  and  a  part  of  whose  purchase- 
money  has  been  paid ;  tfaat  the  remaining  portion  of  said  lands  still 
belongs  to  said  company,  but  the  company  says  that  the  issue  of  the 
patents  by  the  United  States  government  is  an  adjudication  and  a 
determination  under  the  law  as  to  the  right  of  the  company  under  the 
law  to  said  lands. 

By  letter  of  December  20, 1890,  yonr  office  transmitted  three  lists  of 
lands  to  this  Department :  list  ^^  D "  including  lands  in  the  State  of 
Nebraska,  "  B  "  lands  in  the  State  of  Wyoming,  and  "  F  "  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Utah.  The  lands  embraced  in  these  three  lists  are  situated 
within  even-numbered  sections  and  are  within  the  limits  of  the  grant 
for  the  benefit  of  said  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company. 

The  lands  embraced  within  these  lists  were  erroneously  patented  to 
said  company  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  22, 1874  (18  Stats., 
104). 

Your  letter  states  that,  on  November  7,  1890,  you  gave  the  Union 
Pacific  .Railway  Company  notice  to  show  cause  within  thirty  days  why 
the  United  States  should  not  begin  proceedings  under  the  act  of  March 
3, 1887,  to  have  said  erroneously  patented  lands  restored  to  the  public 
domain.  You  enclose  also  a  statement  from  Siiid  company  in  answer 
to  your  letter  to  show  cause,  as  above.  This  statement  is  substantially 
the  same  as  made  by  said  company  in  relation  to  the  lists  marked  "A" 
"B"  and  "C.^ 

The  tracts  made  the  basis  for  the  selections  in  lists  *^  D"  ^*E ''  and 
«p^n  ^ere  covered  at  the  date  of  definite  location  with  settlement 
claims ;  consequently  were  excepted  from  the  grant,  and  do  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  act  of  June  22, 1874,  mpra^  which  provided 
only  for  the  case  where  the  settlement  claims  were  recognized  and 
allowed  ^'  subsequent '^  to  the  company's  rights. 

The  lands  included  in  lists  "  A  ^  "  B'^  and  "  C  "  were  excepted  from  the 
o|>erations  of  the  grants  for  the  benefit  of  the  railway  company  because 
they  are  shown  by  your  records  to  have  been  claimed  by  homestead  and 
pre-emption  settlers  at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  the  map  of  definite  loca- 
tion ot  said  road  in  your  office. 

The  Department  has  heretofore  passed  upon  all  the  points  raised 
by  the  company  in  its  answers  to  the  mle  laid  upon  it  to  show  cause. 
See  Winona  and  St.  Peter  R.  R.  Co.  (9  L.  D.,  649)  ^  St.  Paul  and  Sioux 
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City  B.  R  Co.  (10  L.  D.,  60)  j  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Rees  (id.,  281) ; 
Prindeville  v.  Dabuqoe  aod  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  (id.,  575) ;  Ceutral  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.  et  al.  v.  Valentine  (11  L.  D.,  238). 

It  appears  that  the  attorneys  for  the  railway  company  have  construed 
your  notice  to  show  cause  why  demand  should  not  be  made,  as  the 
demand  itself.  Yon  have,  however,  in  the  matter  of  said  notice,  very 
properly  followed  the  rule  established  in  the  case  of  Winona  and  St. 
Peter  R.  R.  Co.  et  al.  (6  L.  D.,  544),  where  it  is  made  the  duty  of  your 
office,  m  any  case  where  it  appears  that  lands  have  been  erroneously 
patented  by  the  United  States  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  railroad  company, 
to  serve  notice  on  said  company  to  show  cause  within  thirty  days  why 
proceedings  should  not  be  taken  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  March  3,  1887,  to  secure  the  restoration  of  said  lands  to  the 
government.  This  notice  to  show  cause  should  not  be  confused  or  con- 
founded with  the  demand  to  be  made  by  you  on  said  company  to  recon- 
vey  said  lauds  to  the  United  States  This  demand  is  a  statutory  re- 
quirement, to  be  made  only  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  luterior, 
and  should  be  served  either  personally  or  by  registered  letter  upon  the 
officers  of  said  company  or  some  one  holding  sufficient  authority  to 
receive  and  acknowledge  service  of  said  demand. 

It  appears  from  the  records  of  your  office  that  the  lands  embraced 
in  lists  "A  "  *«  B  "  "C  '^  *'  D ''  "  E ''  and  "  F  "  have  been  erroneously  pat- 
ented to  and  for  the  use  of  said  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company;  and, 
in  answer  to  the  rule  to  show  cause,  it  has  failed  to  assign  any  legal 
reason  why  proceedings  should  not  be  instituted  against  it  under  the 
act  of  March  3, 1887. 

Tou  are  therefore  directed  to  demand  Irom  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
way company  a  reconveyance  of  the  lands  described  in  said  lists ;  and  if 
the  company  neglect  or  fail  to  make  said  reconveyance  within  ninety 
days  after  demand,  you  will  prepare  and  transmit  to  this  Department 
a  report  of  the  fact  and  a  record  of  ail  the  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  matter,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Attorney-General  that  he  may  take 
proper  action  in  the  premises. 


Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Potter  et  ai,. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case 
above  entitled  November  29, 1890, 11  L.  D.,  531,  overruled  by  Acting 
Secretary  Chandler  February  26, 1891. 
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FINAL  PROOF—NEW  PUBLICATION. 

Sarah  A.  Larkin. 

Where  final  proof  is  submitted  on  indefinite  notice,  it  may  be  accepted  in  the  absence 

'  of  protest,  after  new  notice  given  in  dne  form. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oammissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  February 

27, 1891. 

Your  office,  on  January  31,  1887,  rejected  the  final  proof  of  Sarah  A. 
Larkin  (a  soldier's  widow),  upon  the  homestead  entry  made  by  her 
husband  for  the  SW.  1  of  Sec.  17,  T.  101,  B.  63,  Mitchell  land  district. 
South  Dakota. 

Mrs.  Larkin  appealed  to  the  Department,  which  held  that  her  proof 
was  insufficient,  for  the  reason  that  in  the  published  notice  of  claimant's 
intention  to  offer  final  proof  no  date  was  fixed ;  and  she  was  required 
'*  to  publish  a  new  notice,  and  furnish  new  proof  as  of  the  date  of  her 
former  proof." 

Said  departmental  decision  was  dated  September  26, 1888;  but  for 
some  reason  unknown  (and  under  the  circumstances  not  important)  it 
was  not  promulgated  by  your  office  until  October  8, 1890. 

The  claimant  now  directs^attention  to  the  fact  that  since  the  rendi- 
tion of  said  decision  some  slight  changes  have  been  made  in  the  prac- 
tice of  this  Department,  in  the  direction  of  more  liberal  rulings  in  favor 
of  settlers  upon  the  public  lands ;  and  applies  (within  thirty  days  from 
receipt  of  notice  of  said  decision)  for  a  review  tfiereof,  and  an  applica- 
tion of  present  ruliugs  to  the  claimant's  case — esi)ecial1y  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  seven  years  (lacking  less  than  a  month)  have  passed  since  she 
made  final  proof  and  received  final  certificate,  and  that  for  other  rea- 
sons it  would  now  be  difficult  to  reproduce  the  proof  which  the  Depart- 
ment has  already  held  to  be  in  itself  sufficient — the  notice  only  being 
defective. 

Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  see  no  reason  why 
this  application  should  not  be  granted. 

The  rule  of  the  Department  now  is : 

Where  final  proof  is  sabmitted  on  Indefinite  notice,  it  may  be  accepted,  in  the 
absence  of  protest,  after  new  notice  giyen  in  due  form.  (Alice  Summerfield,  10  L. 
D..  372;  Frank  Aldrich,  iji).,  587.) 

In  the  cases  above  cited  the  proof  was  indefinite  as  to  the  officer  be- 
fore whom  the  proof  was  to  be  taken ;  in  the  case  at  bar  it  was  indefi- 
nite as  to  the  date  upon  which  it  was  to  be  taken.  There  appears  no 
reason  why  the  same  practice  should  not  obtain  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other. 

Ton  will  therefore  direct  that  new  notice  be  published,  in  due  form, 
of  the  claimant's  iutention  to  offer  final  proof;  and  if,  upon  the  day  so 
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advertised,  no  protest  or  objection  is  filed,  then  tlie  proof  hitherto  made 
shall  be  accepted  as  final  and  snfficient. 

The  departmental  decision  of  September  26, 1888,  is  modified  accord- 
ingly. 

Massey  v.  Malaohi. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case 
above  entitled  August  19, 1890, 11  L.  D.,  191,  overruled  by  Secretary 
Noble,  February  28, 1891. 


B AILKOAD  GRANT— TERMINAL  LIMIT. 

Michigan  Land  and  Iron  Company. 

The  line  of  constracted  road  is  made  the  measnre  of  the  grant  provided  for  in  the 
act  of  April  20,  1871,  and  the  Marqoette,  Houghton  and  Ontonagon  company  in 
availing  itself  of  the  benefits  conferred  by  said  act  thereby  accepted  as  the 
measnre  of  its  grant  the  one  provided  in  said  act. 

By  the  express  terms  of  said  act  the  co-terminons  principle  is  recognized  in  determin- 
ing the  measnre  of  the  grant,  and  this  not  with  the  line  of  definite  location,  bnt 
with  the  **  line  of  road  as  completed  '^  as  the  basis. 

In  the  execution  of  the  forfeiture  act  of  March  2;  1889,  the  western  terminal  line, 
separating  the  lands  opposite  the  unconstmcted  portion  of  said  road  from  those 
opposite  the  constructed  portion  thereof,  must  be  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the 
line  of  constructed  road. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  March  2, 

1891. 

By  letter  of  March  12, 1889,  yoa  transmitted  to  this  office  a  draft  of 
letter  to  the  local  officers  at  Marqnette,  Michigan,  contaiiiing  instruc- 
tions for  their  action  in  the  disposition  of  lands  held  to  be  affected  by  the 
act  of  March  2, 1889,  (25  Stats.  1008)  and  accompanied  by  a  plat  showing 
the  terminal  limits  of  the  completed  portions  of  the  Marquette,  Hough- 
ton and  Ontonagon  Railroad  as  determined  by  your  office.  This  letter 
of  instruction  was  approved  March  13, 1889.  Afterwards  the  Michigan 
Land  and  Iron  Company  (limited)  claiming  to  be  the  transferee  of  said 
railroad  company  filed  in  your  office  its  petition  alleging  that  the  ter- 
minal line  at  the  L'Anse  end  of  constructed  road  as  shown  by  the  said 
map  was  improperly  and  erroneously  located  without  notice  to  the  par- 
ties interested,  or  an  opportunity  being  afforded  them  to  be  heard  in 
the  premises  and  asked  that  said  map  be  corrected  ^^  so  as  properly  to 
show  the  true  terminal  line  at  the  L'Anse  end  of  constructed  road." 
You  declined  to  consider  this  petition  upon  the  grounds  that  it  was  not 
shown  that  the  petitioner  was  a  proper  representative  of  the  railroad 
company,  and  that  you  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  matter.  The  peti- 
tioner thereupon  filed  an  appeal  which  you  refused  to  entertain,  where- 
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apon  said  land  company  filed  in  this  Department  a  petition  for  a  writ 
of  certiorari.  This  petition  was  allowed  (11  L.  D.  466)  and  all  papers 
were  transmitted  by  yon.  Fall  opportunity  has  been  afforded  all  par- 
ties in  interest  to  present  their  views  upon  the  questions  involved  by 
way  of  both  oral  and  written  arguments. 

By  the  act  of  Jane  3, 1858  (11  Stat.,  21)  there  was  granted  to  the  State 
of  Michigan  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  between  points 
named  therein  <^  every  alternate  section  of  land  designated  by  odd  num- 
bers }  for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  each  of  said  roads,"  said 
lands  to  be  held  by  the  State  of  Michigan  for  the  use  and  purpose  ex- 
pressed, to  be  applied  in  the  construction  of  that  road  for  which  they 
were  granted.  It  was  further  provided  that  the  lands  granted  to  said 
State  should  be  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  legislature  thereof  for  the 
purposes  expressed  and  no  other,  and  by  section  4  of  said  act  it  was 
provided  as  follows : 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  lands  hereby  gpranted  to  said  State  shall 
be  disposed  of  by  said  State  only  in  manuor  following,  that  is  to  say :  That  a  quan- 
tity of  land  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections  for  each  of  said  roade^ 
and  included  within  a  continuous  length  of  twenty  miles  of  each  of  said  roads,  may 
be  sold;  and  when  the  governor  of  said  State  shall  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior that  any  twenty  continuous  miles  of  any  of  said  roads  is  completed,  then 
another  quantity  of  land  hereby  granted,  not  to  exceed  one  hnndrnd  and  twenty 
sections  for  each  of  said  roads  having  twenty  continuous  miles  completed  as  afore- 
said, and  included  within  a  continuous  length  of  twenty  miles  of  each  of  such  roads 
may  be  sold ;  and  so  from  time  to  time  until  said  roads  are  completed ;  and  if  any  of 
said  roads  is  not  completed  within  ten  years  no  further  sales  shall  be  made,  and  the 
lands  unsold  shall  revert  to  the  United  States. 

The  legislature  of  Michigan  by  act  of  February  14, 1857  (Laws  of 
Michigan  1S57,  p.  346)  accepted  said  grant  and  conferred  upon  various 
companies  the  part  of  the  grant  appertaining  to  the  various  lines  of 
road  mentioned  in  the  granting  act,  tbat  portion  from  Marquette  to 
Ontonagon  being  conferred  on  the  Marquette  and  Ontonagon  Railroad 
Company.  Oh  January  14, 1859,  this  company  filed  in  your  office  a 
map  showing  the  definite  location  of  the  line  of  its  road.  On  July  21, 
1860,  your  office  certified  to  the  State  all  the  vacant  lands  within  the 
place  or  granted  limits  as  fixed  by  said  map  of  definite  location.  From 
Marquette  westerly  for  a  distance  of  about  twenty  miles  tbe  lines  of 
tk**ee  of  the  companies  claiming  under  said  grant  were,  as  fixed  by  the 
maps  of  definite  location,  substantially  tbe  same.  This  section  of 
twenty  miles  of  road  was  constructed  by  the  Marquette  and  Bay  de 
Noquet  Company,  and  a  certificate  by  the  governor  of  said  State  of 
this  fact  was  filed  in  this  Department  November  20,  1862. 

By  the  act  of  June  18, 1864  (13  Stat.,  137),  and  joint  resolution  of 
same  date  (13  Stat,  409)  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  road  between 
Marquette  and  Ontonagon  was  extended  five  years  beyond  the  time 
fixed  in  the  granting  act  for  its  completion.  By  the  act  of  March  3, 
1865  (13  Stats.,  520),  there  was  granted  to  the  State  of  Michigan  for  the 
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purpose  of  aiding  in  the  oonstrnction,  among  otbers,  of  a  railroad  from 
Marquette  to  Ontonagon  for  tbe  use  and  benefit  of  the  Marquette  and 
Ontonagon  Bailroa4l  Company  four  additional  alternate  sections  of 
land,  per  mile  to  that  granted  by  the  act  of  1856  to  be  selected  upon 
the  same  conditions,  restrictions  and  limitations  as  are  contained  iu 
said  former  act    Section  2  of  this  act  provides  as  follows : 

That  the  lands  granted  by  said  act  of  Congress  and  by  thiH  act  shall  be  disposed  of 
only  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say :  When  the  governor  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  shall  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  any  ten  consecative 
miles,  npon  the  ronte  of  either  of  said  roads,  is  completed  in  a  good  and  substantial 
manner,  as  a  first  class  railroad,  then  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  canse  a  oerl 
tificate  or  certificates  to  issue  to  said  Stal«  for  one  hundred  sections  of  land,  for  the 
benefit  and  use  of  such  company,  and  so  from  time  to  time  for  each  completed  section 
often  miles,  of  either  of  said  roads,  one  hundred  sections  of  land,  nntil  the  whole 
shall  be  completed. 

Section  6  of  this  act  provides  as  follows: 

That  each  of  said  companies  shall  grade,  in  a  good  and  substantial  manner,  ready 
for  the  ties  twenty  miles  of  its  road  within  two  years,  and  twenty  miles  additional 
thereof  in  each  year  thereafter  :  Proridcd,  That  if  said  companies  or  either  of  them 
shall  neglect  or  fail  to  do  so,  or  to  complete  it«  rond  within  the  time  herein  specified, 
the  land  granted  to  snch  company  shall  revert  t^  the  United  States. 

On  November  17,  1865,  the  Governor  of  said  State  certified  to  the 
completion  of  a  section  of  twenty  miles  of  the  road  from  Marquette  to 
Ontonagon,  commencing  at  a  point  on  the  Marquette  and  Bay  de  No- 
quet  road)  eighteen  miles  west  of  Marquette. 

By  ]oint  resolution  of  May  20, 1868  (15  Stat.,  252),  after  declaring  that 
the  failure  to  grade  twenty  miles  of  road  within  two  years  from  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  March  3,1865  and  twenty  miles  additional  each 
year  thereafter  should  not  cause  a  forfeiture,  provided  such  company 
should  complete  its  road  on  or  before  December  31 ,  1872,  it  was  said : 

And  provided  further.  That  if  the  said  Marquette  and  Ontonagon  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  the  State  of  Michigan,  shall  not  have  completed  according  to  law  ten  addi- 
tional miles  of  their  railroad,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  A.  D.  eighteen 
hnndred  and  sixty-nine,  and  shall  not  in  like  manner  complete  ten  miles  of  said  rail- 
road in  each  and  every  year  thereafter,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  legislature  of 
the  said  State  of  Michigan  to  declare  the  grant  of  lands  to  said  company  to  be  for- 
feited and  to  confer  the  said  grant  of  lands  upon  some  other  company  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  said  grant  was  now  for  the  first  time  made  to  the  said  State  of  Mich- 
igan. 

It  seems  the  Marquette  and  Ontonagon  Bailroad  Company  made 
default  in  the  matter  of  the  construction  of  its  road,  and  that  the  legis- 
lature of  Michigan  declared  the  grant  to  said  company  forfeited,  and 
conferred  it  upon  the  Houghton  and  Ontonagon  liailroad  Company. 
By  the  act  of  April  20,  1871  (17  Stat.,  643),  Congress  authorized  a 
resurvey  of  the  line  of  said  road  as  follows : 

That  the  Houghton  and  Ontonagon  Railroad  Company^  a  corporation  organized 
and  existing  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Michigau,  and  upon  which  the  said  Stat  \ 
in  pursuance  of  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  May  twentieth,  eighteen 
hnndred  and  sixty-eight,  has  conferred  the  grants  of  laud  made  to  aid  in  tbe  con- 
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strnotion  of  a  road  from  Marquette  to  Ontonagon,  be  authorized  to  make  a  resnrvey 
and  new  location  of  that  part  of  the  line  between  Marquette  and  Ontonagon  to  be 
constrncted  by  said  company :  Provided,  That  the  said  company  shall  be  entitled  to 
select  and  receive  only  its  complement  of  lands  for  each  mile  of  road  constrncted  and 
completed,  in  the  manner  required  by  law,  from  the  alternate  odd-numbered  sections 
of  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  and  within  the  limits  heretofore  assigned  to 
said  line  of  road :  Provided  fwriher,  That  on  the  completion  of  said  survey  a  map  of 
the  new  line  shall  be  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office:  And 
provided  further^  That  said  company  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  any  lands  for  any 
increased  length  of  the  new  line  hereby  authorized,  and  shall  only  be  entitte<l  to 
receive  its  lands  coterminous  with  its  line  of  road  as  completed:  Jnd provided.  That 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  held  to  interfere  with  homestead  or  pre-emption  * 
rights  under  existing  laws. 

A  new  liDe  was  snrveyed  departing  from  tbe  Hue  fixed  by  map  of 
definite  location  at  the  town  of  Champion,  by  the  adoption  of  which 
point  of  departure  a  section  of  constracted  road  some  seven  miles  in 
length  was  virtnally  abandoned.  The  road  was  constructed  from 
Champion  to  a  point  at  or  near  UAnse,  a  distance  of  32.26  miles,  and 
certificate  of  such  fact  was  made  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  Febru- 
ary 6,  1873.  In  June  1873,  the  Governor  issued  to  the  Marquette, 
Houghton  and  Ontonagon  Railroad  Company  a  patent  for  a  large  body 
of  lands  claimed  to  have  been  earned  by  the  construction  of  the  road 
from  Marquette  to  L'Anse,  which  patent  embraced  certain  lands  which 
lie  opposite  the  uncoustructed  portion  of  road  as  fixed  by  the  terminal 
line  located  by  your  office.  In  1881  the  railroad  company  sold  and  con- 
veyed to  the  Michigan  Land  and  Iron  Company  (limited)  238,049.16  acres 
of  land,  about  13,000  acres  of  which  are  according  to  the  .terminal  line 
fixed  by  your  office,  opposite  the  uncoustructed  portion  of  said  road. 

On  March  2, 1880,  Congress  passed  an  act  entitled  '^  An  act  £b  for- 
feit lands  granted  to  tlie  State  of  Michigan  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  from  Marquette  to  Ontonagon  in  said  State"  (25  Stat.,  1008) 
which  act  so  far  as  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  quote  therefrom,  at  this 
time,  reads  as  follows : 

• 

That  tbere  is  hereby  forfeited  to  the  UDited  States  and  tbe  United  States  hereby 
resnnies  tbe  title  thereto  all  lands  heretofore  granted  to  tbe  State  of  Micbigau  by 
virtne  of  an  act  entitled  *' An  act  making  a  grant  of  alternate  sections  of  the  public 
lauds  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  to  aid  in  the  constrnction  of  certain  railroads  in  said 
State  and  for  other  pnrposes/'  which  took  effect  June  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty- six,  wbich-are  opposite  to  and  ooterminons  with  the  nncompleted  portion  of  any 
railroad,  to  aid  in  the  constrnction  of  which  said  lands  were  granted  or  applied,  and 
all  snch  lands  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  part  of  the  public  domain :  Provided,  That 
this  act  shall  not  be  construed  as  forfeiting  tbe  right  of  way  or  depot  grounds  of  any 
railroad  company  heretofore  granted :  And  provided  further,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
ooutained  shall  be  construed  as  limiting  tbe  rights  granted  to  purchasers  or  settlers 
by  **  an  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  land  grants  made  by  Congress  to  aid  in 
the  constrnction  of  railroads  and  for  the  forfeiture  of  unearned  lands,  and  for  other 
pnr|>o8es,"  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  or  as  repeal- 
ing, altering,  or  amending  said  act,  nor  as  in  any  manner  affecting  any  cause  of  action 
existing  in  favor  of  any  purchaser  against  his  grantor  tor  breach  of  any  covenants 
of  title. 
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Sec.  2.  Tbat  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  coustraed  as  foifoiting  any  lands  that  have 
been  heretofore  earned  by  the  location  and  construction  of  any  portion  of  any  rail- 
road  hereinbefore  mentioned  under  any  act  of  Congress  making  a  grant  of  public 
lands  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  Provided:  That  such  lauds  lie  opposite  such  con- 
structed road,  or  if  indemnity  lands  are  provided  in  such  gprants  the  same  shall  be 
selected  from  the  public  lands  within  such  indemnity  limits  lying  nearest  to  sueh 
oonstructed  road : 

Many  objections  have  been  arged  against  tbe  rights  of  varioas  par- 
ties to  be  heard  herein,  bat  I  have  thoaght  proper  to  hear  a  fall  dis- 
cussion of  the  qaestions  involved  and  to  allow  all  parties  interested  an 
opportunity  to  present  argument  in  support  of  their  respective  claims. 

Many  claims  are  made  by  the  various  parties  who  have  been  heard 
in  this  matter,  and  many  questions  have  been  discussed  in  the  argu- 
ments mtide  that  will  not  be  considered  at  this  time.  #  Tlie  question  to  be 
determined  now  is  as  to  the  cori*ectne^s  of  the  line  established  by  your 
office  to  mark  the  boundary  between  lands  opposite  the  unconstructed 
portion  of  this  road,  and  those  opposite  the  constructed  portion  thereof^ 
and  only  those  matters  the  consideration  of  which  is  necessary  to  a 
proper  determination  of  that  question  will  be  noriced  at  this  time. 

Whether  the  lauds,  which  shall  by  the  terminal  line  finally  adopted 
be  determined  to  lie  opposite  the  unconstructed  portion  of  the  road, 
will  be  held  to  be,  by  the  force  of  the  forfeiture  act  alone,  public  lands, 
or  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  into  the  courts  in  order  to  reinvest 
in  the  United  States  the  title  thereto,  will  be  hereafter  determined. 

A  great  amount  of  argument  has  been  advanced,  and  many  author- 
ities have  been  cited  in  support  of  the  proposition  that  the  located  line 
is  the  measure  of  the  grant  and  that  the  terminal  lines  must  be  fixed 
with 'reference  to  the  line  of  road  as  shown  by  the  definite  location. 
This  may  be  accepted  as  correct  as  a  general  proposition.  The  facts 
in  this  case  are,  however,  somewhat  peculiar  and  different  from  those 
usually  presented  in  such  cases.  A  line  of  road  was  definitely  fixed  by 
the  filing  and  acceptance  of  the  map  of  1859,  and  it  was  not  afterwards 
subject  to  change  so  as  to  affect  the  grant,  except  upon  legislative 
consent.  Van  Wyck  v,  Knevals  (106  U.  S.  360).  The  road  was  not  con- 
structed upon  the  line  thus  designated,  and  by  the  act  of  1871  the 
^^  legislative  consent, "  required  as  a  pre-requisite  of  a  change  of  route 
was  given.  By  that  act  Congress  authorized  the  Houghton  and  On- 
tonagon Railroad  Gompan3',  upon  which  the  State,  after  default  made 
by  the  Marquette  and  Ontonagon  Company,  had  conferred  the  grant, 
'^  to  make  a  re-survey  and  new  location  of  that  part  of  the  line  between 
Marquette  and  Ontonagon  to  be  constructed  by  said  company."  The 
company  accepted  the  privilege,  made  a  new  survey,  and  on  January 
8,  1872,  filed  in  your  office  a  new  or  second  map  of  definite  location, 
fixing  thereby  its  road  on  a  line  materially  different  from  and,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  maps  filed  herein,  considerably  shorter  than  the  line 
fixed  by  the  map  filed  in  1859.  According  to  the  statement  in  the  brief 
filed  in  behalf  of  the  Michigan  Land  and  Iron  Company,  the  road  from 
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Champion  to  UAnse  was  subseqaently  bnilt  apon  the  line  fixed  by  this 
second  map  of  location.  It  is  insisted  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany and  claimants  under  it  that  the  terminal  line  fixed  by  yoar  office 
was  by  mistake  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  constrmtedToekd  instead  of 
at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  definite  location )  evidently  referring  to  the 
line  of  definite  location  fixed  by  the  map  of  1S59,  and  entirely  ignoring 
the  map  filed  in  1872.  Admitting  the  contention  that  the  line  of 
definite  location,  and  not  the  line  of  constructed  road  is  to  be  taken  as 
the  basis  for  fixing  the  terminal  line  of  the  grant,  the  qnestion  would 
then  be  presented  which  of  the  two  lines  of  location  is  to  be  ac- 
cepted and  considered  as  the  line  f  This  aspect  of  the  matter  does  not 
seem  to  have  presented  itself  to  the  attorneys  for  the  claimants  nnder 
the  grant.  In  my  view  of  the  matter,  however,  this  question  will  not 
arise,  and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  answer  it. 

The  act  of  1871  provides  that  '^  said  company  shall  be  entitled  to 
select  and  receive  only  its  complement  of  lands  for  each  mile  of  road 
constructed,"  and  the  company  by  accepting  the  benefits  conferred  by 
said  act,  and  availing  itself  of  the  privilege  thereby  granted,  accepted 
as  the  measure  of  its  grant  of  land  that  provided  in  said  act  ».  ^.,  the 
line  of  constructed  road.  Upon  this  point,  the  act  here  under  consid- 
eration is  similar  to,  but  even  more  explicit  than  the  act  nnder  considera- 
tion in  the  case  of  Cedar  Bapids  and  Missouri  EiverB.  E.  Co.  t?.  Elerring 
(110  IT.  S.,  27)  wherein  it  was  held  that  the  length  of  the  road  as  con- 
structed was  to  be  taken  as  determining  the  quantum  of  the  grant. 
Said  act  of  1871  contains  another  limitation  or  restriction  as  to  the 
lands  to  be  taken,  when  it  declares  that  said  company  ''  shall  only  be 
entitled  to  receive  its  lands  coterminous  with  its  line  of  road  as  com- 
pleted." In  the  face  of  this  plain  and  unequivocal  provision,  it  has 
been  contended  that  the  coterminous  principle  does  not  apply  to  this 
grant.  It  is  certainly  only  necessary  to  quote  the  language  of  the  ace 
to  show  this  position  is  wholly  untenable.  The  coterminous  principle 
is  by  this  language  made  applicable  to  this  grant,  and  this  not  with  the 
line  of  definite  location,  but  with  the  '^  line  of  road  as  completed  "  as  a 
basis.  The  provisions  of  the  forfeiture  act  for  the  carrying  into  effect 
of  which  it  became  necessary  to  establish  a  terminal  line,  strengthens 
and  confirms  this  position.  It  is  provided  that  said  act  shall  not  be 
construed  as  forfeiting  any  lands  theretofore  earned  by  the  location 
and  construction  of  any  portion  of  any  railroad  therein  mentioned, 
provided  that  such  lands  lie  opposite  such  constructed  road.  The  new 
line  adopted  by  the  company  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1871, 
and  upon  which  the  road  was  constructed,  furnishes  the  measure  for 
the  quantity  of  the  grant,  the  basis  for  determining  its  extent,  and,  in 
fact,  the  basis  for  each  step  in  the  adjustment  thereof,  except  that  the 
side  lines  as  fixed  with  the  original  line  of  definite  location  as  a  basis 
are  by  the  express  provisions  of  said  act  of  1871  retained  as  marking 
the  lateral  boundaries  within  which  the  land  granted  is  to  be  taken. 

That  the  terminal  line  which  it  has  become  necessary  to  fix  in  order 
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to  separate  the  lands  opposite  the  ancoDStructed  portion  of  this  road 
from  those  opposite  the  constructed  portion  thereof  preliminary  to  far- 
ther action  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  forfeitnre 
mnst  be  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  line  which  shall  be  determined  to 
constitute  the  basis  for  the  adjustment  of  said  grant  is  a  proposition, 
the  correctness  of  which  will  not  be  assailed  by  the  parties  here  seek- 
ing to  have  the  line  here  in  question  changed.  That  proposition  is  as- 
serted by  them,  and  forms  the  foundation  for  their  argument,  the  only 
question  of  difference  between  them  and  your  office  being  as  to  what 
line  is  the  proper  basis.  This  proposition  has  been  recognized  and 
acted  upon  by  this  Department,  and  approved  by  the  courts,  and  it  is 
unnecessary  to  comment  further  upon  it. 

It  is  strongly  urged  that  the  State  by  issuing  patents  for  certain  lands 
fixed  the  terminal  line  of  this  grant,  and  that  such  action  ought  not  to 
be  ignored.  In  reply  to  this,  it  may  be  said  that  Congress  has  seen  lit 
to  enact  a  law  forfeiting  a  part  of  said  grant,  and  that  for  the  carrying 
into  effect  of  that  law,  it  has  now  for  the  first  time  become  necessary  to 
establish  the  terminal  line  in  question.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that 
the  State  has  ever  formally  fixed  or  protracted  any  line,  nor  would  the 
government,  if  she  had  done  so  and  made  an  error  therein,  be  bound 
by  such  action. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  question  here  involved  in  the 
light  and  by  the  aid  of  the  full  and  elaborate  arguments  made,  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  line  heretofore  fixed  by  your  office  is  correctly 
'fixed,  and  that  there  is  no  good  reason  for  granting  the  petition 
herein,  and  the  same  is  therefore  denied. 


PBACTICE-RKVTEW— NOTTCB  OF  APPBAL-OSAGK  FIXAL  PROOF. 

EEKD  V.  BUPFINGTON   (ON  REVIEW). 

Where  a  motion  for  review  i»  lost  or  mislaid  in  the  Goneral  Land  Office,  a  copy  of  snch 
motion  may  be  properly  filed  and  considered. 

The  acceptance  of  service,  by  the  authorized  attorney  of  the  appellee  on  a  brief  filed 
in  support  of  an  appeal,  is  sufficient  to  confer  jurisdiction  on  the  Department. 

Where  such  an  acceptance  is  coupled  with  an  objection  to  the  consideration  of  the  ap- 
peal, on  the  ground  of  improper  service,  such  objection,  to  receive  consideration, 
should  be  presented  in  due  form  and  supported  by  proof. 

The  submission  of  final  proof  under  an  Osage  filing  is  held  to  relate  back  to  the  filing 
of  notice  of  intention  to  submit  the  same,  where  said  notice  is  filed  in  doe  time, 
and  the  failure  to  make  proof  within  the  period  fixed  by  the  regulations  is  not 
caused  by  the  negligeuce  of  the  claimant. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Marcfi  10, 1891. 

I  have  considered  John  B.  Reed's  motion  for  review  of  departmental 
decision  dated  August  8,  1888  (7  L.  D.,  164)  in  the  case  of  said  Beed  v. 
•leiiuie  Buliingtou,  involving  the  ^E.  i  of  Sec.  7,  T.  28  S.,  E.  16  W., 
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Larnedy  Kausas  laud  district,  said  tract  being  a  part  of  tbe  Osage  Indian 
trust  and  diminished  reserve  laud. 

This  motion  is  marked  '^  Filed  May  20,  1889,"  uearly  a  year  subse- 
quently to  the  date  of  the  decision  complained  of. 

It  seems  that  with  letter  of  October  20, 1888,  the  attorney  for  Buffing- 
ton  transmitted  to  your  office  a  paper  in  said  case  entitled  ^'Answer  of 
Defendant  to  PlaiutifiCs  motion  for  review."  On  April  5,  1889,  the  at- 
torneys for  Beed  transmitted  a  reply  to  this  answer  to  their  motion  for 
review.  On  April  13, 1889,  the  attorneys  for  Beed  addressed  a  letter  to 
your  office  stating  that  on  September  24,  1888,  they  were  notified  of  the 
decision  of  August  8,  that  on  October  13,  Mr.  0.  A.  Morris,  one  of  the  firm 
representing  Keed,  personally  filed  with  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
at  tbe  General  Land  Office  a  motion  for  review,  with  specification  of  er- 
rors, and  asked  to  be  advised  of  the  status  of  the  case. 

In  the  letter  of  your  office  to  the  local  officers,  dated  May  13, 1889,  it 
was  said  in  relation  to  said  motion : 

The  records  of  this  office  fail  to  disclose  the  filing  of  such  motion,  but  the  fact  that 
in  due  course,  to  wit  on  the  31  of  October  N.  B.  Freeland  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  tbe  Interior,  an  answer  to  such  motion  dnly  served  upon  Morris  and  Morris,  and 
the  affidavits  of  C.  A.  Morris,  that  at  the  time  of  the  filing  of  the  motion,  Morris  and 
Morris  were  Beed's  attorneys  raise  a  strong  presumption  that  sucli  motion  was  tiled- 
as  alleged,  and  lost  or  mislaid  in  this  office. 

You  will  therefore  advise  the  parties  in  interest  than  if  Morris  and  Morris  can  fur- 
nish a  true  copy  of  such  motion  it  may  be  filed,  nunc  pro  lunc,  within  tj^irty  days 
from  notice  hereof  after  notice  to  the  other  party.  Should  such  copy  not  be  obtaina- 
ble, a  new  motion  may  be  substituted  upon  complying  with  the  rules  of  practice  rela- 
tive to  serving  notice  of  such  motions. 

On  May  20,  1889,  the  attorneys  for  Reed  filed  a  motion  for  review, 
accompanying  it  with  the  affidavit  of  0.  A.  Morris,  setting  forth  that  it 
is  an  exact  copy  of  the  motion  filed  by  him  October  13,  1888.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  was  proper  to  allow  lieed  to  supply  a  copy  of 
the  motion  for  review,  and  such  motion  will  be  considered. 

In  this  motion,  it  is  urged  there  was  error  in  the  decision  complained 
of  in  the  following  particulars : 

First.  In  not  dismissing  Buffington's  appeal  from  the  Commissioner's 
decision  because  notice  thereof  was  not  served  on  Beed  or  the  party  then 
acting  as  his  attorney. 

Second.  In  holding  Beed  responsible  for  the  delay  in  making  his  final 
proof,  caused  by  the  local  officers  fixing  the  date  for  such  proof  beyond 
the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  filing  he,  Beed,  having 
filed  in  the  local  office  notice  ot  his  intention  to  make  such  proof  March 
21, 1885,  thirty-seven  days  before  the  expiration  of  said  period  of  six 
months. 

Third.  In  holding  Buffington's  claim  a  valid  one,  she  having  accord- 
ing to  her  own  statement  made  settlement  ^^  the  first  and  second  day  of 
September  1884"  and  not  having  filed  her  declaratory  statement  until 
December  4,  more  than  three  months  after  said  settlement. 

Foarth.  In  holding  that  Beed  should  have  made  his  final  proof  within 
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six  months  from  the  date  of  his  filing,  it  appearing  that  at  the  date  said 
period  expired,  the  protect  against  Buffi ngtou's  final  proof  had  been 
filed  and  no  farther  steps  looking  to  a  disposition  of  said  land  could 
properly  have  been  taken  until  the  final  determination  of  that  con- 
troversy. 

The  attorney  for  Buffington  has  filed  an  answer  to  said  motion,  as- 
serting that  it  should  be  dismissed  because  not  pr  eseuted  by  any  one 
appearing  on  the  record  as  attorney  for  iieed ;  that  ^^  an  attack  upon  a 
final  judgment,  for  the  purpose  of  reversing  or  vacating  the  same  by 
motion  is  a  proceeding  unknown  to  the  law  of  practice  and  procedure 
and  not  authorized  by  any  Rule  of  Practice  prescribed  by  the  depart- 
ment;" that  the  matters  alleged  in  said  motion  are  not  sufficient  to  af- 
fect the  decision  complained  of;  that  the  matters  alleged  in  said  motion 
are  not  true;  and  that  Buffington  is  entitled  to  the  land  on  other 
grounds  than  those  set  forth  in  said  decision. 

It  is  sufficiently,  shown  that  the  parties  presenting  this  motion  are 
the  duly  authorized  attorneys  for  Reed.  The  rules  prescribed  by  this 
Department  provide  that  motions  for  review  of  the  decisions  of  the  Sec- 
retary '^  will  be  allowed  in  accordance  with  the  legal  principles  appli- 
cable to  motions  for  new  trials  at  law  after  due  notice  to  the  opposing 
party .'^  Rule  76  Rules  of  Practice.  In  the  presentation  of  this  motion, 
the  rules  applicable  to  such  cases  seem  to  have  been  duly  conformed  to, 
and  the^same  will  therefore  be  considered.  The  objections  to  said 
motion  on  its  merits  will  be  passed  upon  in  the  consideration  of  the 
questions  presented  by  said  motion. 

As  to  the  first  point  made  in  'sup  port  of  the  motion  for  review,  that 
is,  that  the  appeal  should  have  been  dismissed  because  service  of  notice 
thereof  was  never  properly  made,  the  following  facts  appear  from  the 
record.  At  the  hearing  before  the  local  officers,  Reed  was  represented 
by  J.  W.  Miller  and  Morris  and  Morris.  Notice  of  the  appeal  to  the 
Commissioner  was  served  upon  Miller  who  filed  a  reply.  Reed  ad- 
dressed to  the  local  officers  a  letter  dated  January  12,  1887,  stating 
that  Morris  and  Morris  were  alone  authorized  to  represent  him  in  said 
case,  Miller  not  having  had  any  authority  to  act  as  attorney  since  about 
the  close  of  the  hearing  before  them.  At  the  same  time,  he  wrote  to 
the  Commissioner  making  the  same  state  ment,  and  saving  also  that  he 
hiis  just  learned  that  an  appeal  had  been  filed  from  the  decision  of  the 
local  officers  and  a  reply  thereto  by  Miller  as  attorney,  and  asked  that 
all  the  papers  might  be  returned  and  an  opportunity  to  examine  said 
appeal  and  file  au  answer  thereto  afforded  him.  in  the  decision  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  of  February  17,  1887,  this  request  was  refused, 
and  the  laud  awarded  to  Reed.  The  evidence  of  service  of  notice  of 
the  appeal  to  this  Department  is  the  following  acceptance  found  on 
said  appeal :  "Service  accepted  this  18th  day  of  March,  1887. 
(Signed)  J.  W.  Miller 

G.  M. 
AUf.  for  PJf!^ 
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Ko  answer  to  this  appeal  was  ever  filled  in  behalf  of  Keed.  After- 
wards the  attorney  for  the  appellant  filed  a  supplemental  brief  on 
which  appears  the  following  acceptance : 

Copy  of  1  his  paper  served  on  ua  thib  26th  day  of  Nov.  1887  bnt  objected  to  for  the 
reason  that  it  is  not  taken  iu  time  and  no  appeal  has  ever  been  taken  or  service  made 
on  Reed  or  his  anthorized  attorneys. 

(Signed)  Morris  and  Morris 

Attys.  for  Beed. 

No  further  or  other  appearance  for'Beed  was  made  nntil  the  filing  of 
the  motion  for  review  now  under  consideration.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  acknowledgment  of  the  service  of  a  paper  in  the  case  by  the 
authorized  attorneys  of  Reed  was  sufficient  to  confer  upon  this  Depart- 
ment jurisdiction  in  the  case.  It  is  true  this  acceptance  ot  service  was 
coupled  with  an  objection  to  the  consideration  of  the  appeal  because 
notice  thereof  had  not  been  properly  served,  but  such  objection  to  enti- 
tle it  to  consideration  by  the  Department  should  have  been  presented 
in  due  form  and  supported  by  proof.  With  a  re])]y  to  the  answer  to 
this  motion  for  review^  there  were  filed  several  affidavits,  among  them 
one  by  J.  W.  Miller,  stating  that  he  was  not,  on  March  18, 1887,  acting 
as  the  attorney  for  Eeed,  that  prior  to  that  time,  N.  P.  Freeland,  the 
attorney  for  Buffington,  asked  him  to  accept  service  of  notice  of  the 
appeal  to  this  Department,  but  he  (affiant)  refused  to  do  so,  stating 
that  he  was  not  then  representing  Keed  iu  this  case  and  had  ao  author- 
ity to  accept  service }  that  he  never  signed  an  acceptance  of  service  of 
said  appeal,  and  never  authorized  any  one  to  sign  such  instrument  for 
him. 

There  is  also  an  affidavit  by  George  Miller  stating  that  on  March  18, 
1887,  he  was  acting  as  clerk  in  the  law  office  of  J.  W.  Miller;  that  on 
said  day  K.  B.  Freeland  came  to  said  office  (J.  W.  Miller  being  absent) 
and  asked  affiant  to  sign  the  name  of  J.  W.  Miller  to  an  acceptance  of 
service  of  appeal  in  the  case  of  Keed  v.  Buffington;  that  he  (affiant) 
objected  to  doing  so,  but  upon  being  assured  by  Freeland  that  it  was 
all  right,  and  that  J.  W.  Miller  was  then  the  attorney  for  Beed,  con- 
sented to  and  did  sign  said  J.  W.  Miller's  name  to  such  acceptance. 
These  statements,  if  they  had  been  properly  presented  while  the  case 
was  pending  on  appeal  would  have  received  due  consideration,  and  the 
charges  made  would  have  been  carefully  investigated.  There  is  no 
allegation  that  these  facts  were  not  known  or  could  not  have  been  dis- 
covered and  presented  while  the  case  was  pending  in  this  Department, 
and  I  am  not  inclined  now  to  act  upon  them. 

For  a  proper  consideration  of  the  second  and  third  objections,  a  short 
statement  of  the  facts  presented  by  the  record  in  the  case  is  necessary. 

The  record  before  me  shows,  and  Beed  himself  so  testifies,  that  Beed 
filed  his  declaratory  statement  October  29, 1884,  and  not  October  16,  as 
stated  in  the  decision  of  your  office  and  in  that  of  this  Department.  In 
this  declaratory  statement,  Keed  alleges  that  he  made  his  settlement  on 
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Jaly  29^  1884^  bat  in  bis  testimony  given  at  the  hearing  in  this  case,  he 
fixes  as  the  date  of  that  settlement  July  24.  This  latter  statement 
made  under  oath  and  in  the  course  of  a  judicial  proceeding  instituted 
for  the  purpose,  among  others,  of  determining  the  exact  date  of  his  set- 
tlement, must  control,  and  his  rights  must  be  determined  thereby. 

Buffington  filed  her  declaratory  statement  December  3, 1384,  alleging 
therein  that  she  made  her  settlement  September  4  of  that  year.  In 
her  testimony  given  at  the  hearing  before  the  local  officers,  she  states 
positively,  however,  that  she  made  her  settlement  on  September  2,  and 
this  statement  must,  as  in  Reed's  case,  determine  her  rights. 

It  thus  appears  that  Reed  was  in  default  in  failing  to  file  his  declara- 
tory statement  within  three  months  from  date  of  settlement,  as  required, 
and  that  Buffington,  by  a  due  compliance  with  the  regulations,  night 
have  defeated  his  claim.  She,  however,  made  default  in  the  same 
particular,  and  hence  her  claim  can  not  be  held  to  prevent  the  perfec- 
tion of  Reed's  claim  by  a  subsequent  compliance  on  his  part  with  all 
the  requirements. 

The  evidence  concerning  the  connection  of  these  parties  with  the 
land  is  exceedingly  contra<lictory,  but  it  is,  I  think,  satisfactorily  shown 
that  Reed  was  the  prior  settler,  and  that  he  was  the  first  to  establisU 
an  actual  residence  there.  I  am  not  inclined  to  find  fault  with  the 
conclusion  that  both  these  parties  were  at  the  dates  of  their  respective 
applications  to  purchase  actual  settlers  ou  the  land. 

It  seems  from  the  statement  made  by  the  local  officers  that  on  March 
8,1883,  notice  of  Buffington's  intention  to  submit  final  proof  on  May  8, 
was  issued.  It  appears  from  the  papers  that  on  March  21, 1885,  notice 
of  Reed's  intention  to  make  final  proof  was  issued.  May  14,  being  fixed 
therefor.  This  notice  was  given  more  than  thirty  days  prior  to  the 
expiration  of  six  months  from  the  filing  of  his  declaratory  statement 
and  in  time  to  have  allowed  his  proof  to  have  been  made  within  that 
period.  On  April  18,  Keed  filed  a  protest  against  the  acceptance  of 
Buffington's  proof,  and  a  hearing  was  duly  had  which  resulted  in  a  deci- 
sion by  the  local  officers  in  favor  of  Reed.  Upon  appeal  that  decision 
was  affirmed  in  your  office.  That  decision  was,  however,  reversed  by 
the  departmental  decision  now  under  consideration,  and  the  land  was 
awarded  to  Buffington. 

It  is  strenuously  insisted  that  Reed  having  taken  his  first  step 
towards  making  final  proof  at  a  date  within  the  period  of  six  mouths 
after  filing,  and  long  enough  prior  to  the  expiration  thereof  to  enable 
said  proof  to  have  been  taken  within  such  period,  he  should  not  be 
deprived  of  any  right  because  the  day  for  taking  such  proof  was  set 
beyond  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  six  months.  That  having  been 
done  at  the  instance  and  for  the  convenience  of  the  local  officers,  and  in 
support  of  this  position,  the  case  of  Ram  age  v,  Maloney  (1 L.  D.,  461)  is 
cited.  In  that  case,  the  time  within  which  Maloney  was  required  to 
make  his  final  proof  expired  December  22, 1880.    On  May  2,  1881,  he 
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filed  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  final  proof,  June  3,  being  fixed 
therefor.  On  May  6, 1881,  Kamage  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the 
land  claimed  by  Maloney.  It  was  held  that  although  Maloney  was  in 
default  in  the  matter  of  making  final  proof,  yet  that  his  notice  of  inten- 
tion to  make  complete  entry  on  a  certain  da3^  operated  to  save  his  right 
for  that  period  and  to  prevent  another  from  making  an  entry,  thereby 
defeating  his  rights,  and  that  the  giving  of  such  notice  being  the 
initial  step  in  the  making  of  anch  proof,  the  whole  matter  relates  back 
to  said  initial  step. 

The  case  of  Bamage  v,  Maloney  was  referred  to  in  the  decision  in  the 
case  of  Steele  v.  Engelman  (3  L.  D.,  92),  and  it  was  said  that  the  ruling 
in  the  former  case  was  not  applicable  in  the  case  then  under  considera- 
tion. Engelman  filed  preemption  declaratory  statement  December  26, 
1879,  alleging  settlement  November  1, 1879.  Steele  made  homestead 
entry  March  27, 1882.  Engelman,  on  July  28,  1882,  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  to  make  final  proof  September  16.  The  time  within  which 
Engelman  was  required  to  make  final  proof  expired  August  1,  1882,  or 
three  days  after  the  date  of  his  notice  of  intention  to  make  the  same. 
It  is  said  in  the  decision  of  the  case : 

This  oaMy  however,  Bhould  be  diBiiogaished  from  the  one  cited  (  Ramage  v.  Maloney) 
in 'that  Steele  had  asserted  a  rightful  claim  to  the  land  prior  to  the  issuance  of  £n- 
gelman's  notice,  sobjeot  only  to  defeat  through  the  pre-emptor's  compliance  with  the 
law,  and  as  snoh  compliance,  through  the  pre-emptor's  default,  became  imposeibley 
so  the  right  of  Steele  ripened  into  a  paramount  claim  for  the  land.  Steele's  settle- 
ment and  entry  shonld  have  put  Engelman  on  notice  tha  t  his  rights  were  thereafter 
in  jeopardy  if  he  failed  to  comply  with  the  law,  and  his  subsequent  failure  to  make 
proof  and  payment  within  the  statutory  time  must  there  fore  entail  the  forfeiture  of 
his  rights  when  confronted  by  the  adverse  claim  of  the  homestead  settler. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  this  ruling  is  based  upon  the  theory  that  tlie  prior 
claimant  had  by  his  own  neglect  put  it  beyond  his  power  to  comply 
with  the  requirements. 

The  case  of  Steele  v.  Engelman  was  referred  to  in  the  decision  ren* 
dered  in  the  case  of  Laffoon  v.  Artis  (9  L.  D.,  279)  in  the  following 
words :  ^^The  case  of  Bamage  v.  Maloney  was  cited  in  the  case  of  Steele 
9.  Engelman  (3  L.  D.,  92),  and  it  was  there  held  that  the  ruling  did  not 
apply  where  the  adverse  claim  was  initiated  prior  to  the  filing  of  the 
notice".  The  facts  in  the  case  of  Laffoon  v.  Artis  are  not  set  forth,  bat 
it  must  be  presumed  that  there,  as  in  the  case  relied  upon  as  author- 
ity, the  notice  was  through  the  neglect  of  the  claimant  himself  delayed 
nntil  it  was  impossible  to  submit  proof  within  the  time  prescribed. 

An  examination  of  these  cases  shows  that  the  exact  question  now  to 
be  determined  was  not  in  any  of  them,  and  I  have  found  no  ruling  of 
the  Department  covering  it. 

It  is  urged  that  the  practice  of  the  local  officers  was  to  fix  the  dates  for 
taking  final  proof  at  such  times  as  would  be  convenient  fortbcm  with- 
out regard  to  the  dnte  of  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  six  months 
allowed  for  that  purpose,  it  being  held,  under  the  anthority  of  the  de- 
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cisioQ  in  the  case  of  Bamage  v.  Maloney,  that  the  giving  of  notice 
within  said  period  preserved  all  rights  and  that  the  rights  of  this  claim- 
ant onght  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  the  action  of  those  officers.  Whether 
or  not  there  be  merit  in  this  claim,  I  am  not  inclined  to  hold  aA  forfeited 
the  rights  of  a  claimant  who  commences  in  ample  time  the  steps  neces- 
sary to  the  perfection  of  his  claim,  and  whose  failnre  is  not  attributable 
to  neglect  on  his  part. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  Heed's 
final  proof  should  relate  to  the  date  of  the  initial  step  in  making  the 
same,  and  be  held  to  have  been  made  in  time. 

This  conclusion  makes  it  unnecessary  to  consider  the  other  points 
urged  in  support  of  this  motion. 

The  departmental  decision  of  August  8, 1888,  is  revoked  and  set 
aside.  Beed  will  be  allowed  to  complete  his  entry  upon  further  com- 
pliance with  the  law.  The  decision  of  your  office  appealed  from  is 
modified  in  accordance  with  the  views  herein  expressed. 


Hall  v.  Levy. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case 
above  entitled,  September  16, 1890, 11  L.  D.,  284,  denied  by  Secretary 
Koble,  March  11, 1891. 


rRACTICE-MOTION  FOR  REVIEW. 

Pike  v.  Atkinson. 

A  motion  for  review  will  Dot  be  dismissed  on  the  gronnd  of  being  filed  out  of  time, 
wbere  the  date  of  the  service  of  the  notice  of  the  decision  is  not  affirmative!  y 
shown. 

A  motion  for  review  mnst  be  denied  where  no  new  question  is  presented  for  con- 
sideration. 

Secretary  Noble  to  tiie  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  March 

11, 1891. 

This  is  a  motion  by  the  attorneys  for  Daniel  Snllivan  asking  a 
review,  reconsideration  and  reversal  of  the  departmental  decision 
dated  July  18, 1890  (11  L.  D.,  66),  in  the  case  of  John  C.  Pike  v.  Wil- 
liam S.  Atkinson  involving  the  S.  J  NB.  i  and  8.  i  N  W.  i  of  Sec.  30,  T. 
12  N.,  R.  16  W.,  Grand  Island,  Nebraska. 

Said  motion  was  filed  September  9,  1890.  On  October  13, 1890,  coun- 
sel for  Pike  alleging  the  same  to  be  out  of  time,  filed  a  motion  to  dis- 
miss. No  showing  beyond  the  unsworn  statement  of  counsel  to  the 
efi'ect  that  tbe  records  of  the  local  office  show  that  <^  Mr.  Boe,"  presum- 
ably representing  Sullivan^  was  notified  of  said  decision  August  2, 1890^ 
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is  made  in  support  of  said  motion.  It  thna  appearing  tbat  the  date  of 
service  of  such  notice  is  not  affirmatively  shown,  the  motion  to  dismiss 
will  not  be  considered. 

It  appears  from  said  decision  and  from  the  statements  of  your  office 
that  Atkinson  made  homestead  entry  tor  the  land  March  9, 1885,  that 
on  March  12, 1886,  one  James  Bunter  filed  contest  against  said  entry, 
allegiug  abandonment;  that  Hunter  agreed  to  pay  one  John  H.  Roe, 
*^  a  land  attorney,"  $250  for  a  successful  prosecution  of  said  contest; 
that  March  27,  1886,  Atkinson  executed  a  relinquishment  which  for 
$125,  he  delivered  to  Roe  ;  that  the  hearing  was  had  in  May  following; 
that  no  decision  was  rendered  thereon  by  the  local  officers;  that  on  June 
2, 1886,  Pike  filed  contest  alleging  abandonment  and  that  the  Hunter 
contest  was  speculative ;  that  Hunter,  repudiating  his  agreement  with 
Roe,  executed  a  withdrawal  of  his  said  contest,  and  sold  the  same  to 
one  Carr  who  transferred  it  to  Pike,  by  whom  it  was  filed  July  1,  1886, 
when  the  Hunter  contest  was  dismissed;  that  Roe  a])pealed  from  this 
order  of  dismissal;  that  the  hearing,  on  Pike's  contest  was  had  liTovem- 
ber  10, 1886,  when  after  denying  a  motion  by  Roe  for  continuance  until 
final  disposition  of  his  (Etoe's)  said  appeal,  the  local  officers  passed  the 
case  ^'  for  decision ;"  that  on  February  21,  1887,  Sullivan  filed  the  said 
Atkinson  relinquishment;  that  thereupon  the  entry  in  question  was 
canceled  and  Sullivun  made  homestead  entry  for  the  land,  and  that 
March  2, 1887,  the  local  officers  considered  Pike's  contest  and  found 
that  he  was  entitled  jO  a  preference  right  of  entry. 

By  letter  dated  November  18, 1887,  your  office  dismissed  Roe's  said 
appeal  in  the  case  of  Hunter  v>  Atkinson.  By  the  same  letter,  how- 
ever, your  office  found  from  the  evidence  therein,  to  wit,  a  *'  stipulation 
of  facts  signed  by  Atkinson  "  a  non-compliance  with  the  law. 

On  December  4,  1888,  your  office  considered  Sullivan's  appeal  from 
the  said  decision  of  the  local  office  in  the  case  of  Pike  v.  Atkinson,  and 
reversing  the  same,  dismissed  Pike's  contest  and  allowed  Sullivan's 
entry. 

Pike  appealed,  whereupon  the  Department  by  the  decision  that  I  am 
now  asked  to  reconsider,  reversed  the  action  of  your  office. 

The  pending  motion  is  based  mainly  upon  an  allegation  to  the  effect 
that  the  Department  failing  to  give  ''due  weight"  to  the  Hunter  con- 
test, erred  in  holding  ''  that  the  filing  of  the  relinquishment  of  Atkin- 
son in  the  local  office  was  the  result  of  the  Pike  contest  instead  of  find- 
ing and  holding  that  it  was  the  result  of  the  case  conclusively  made 
and  pending  in  the  Hunter  contest." 

This  is  understood  by  counsel  to  be  not  ''a  conclusion  drawn  from 
any  facts  of  record,  but  a  legal  inference  growing  out  of  the  mistaken 
Tiew  that  the  Pike  contest  was  alone  subsisting." 

The  matter  of  Hunter's  contest  was  before  the  Department  at  the 
time  of  its  said  decision,  and  with  the  other  matters  disclosed  by  the 
record,  was  then  considered. 
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That  the  finding  to  the  effect  that  Sullivan  filed  the  Atkinson  re- 
linquishment as  a  result  of  Pike's  contest  is  one  of  fact,  is  therefore,  I 
think,  too  plain  for  discussion. 

This  being  so,  it  follows  that  Pike  has  been  properly  held  to  have 
procured  the  cancellation  of  Atkinson's  entry  and  consequently  entitled 
to  the  preference  right  provided  by  section  two,  act  May  14, 1880  (21 
Btat,  140).  No  facts  other  than  those  previously  before  the  Depart- 
ment are  presented  by  the  pending  motion. 

I  can,  therefore,  see  no  reason  for  reopening  a  matter  that  the  De- 
partment has  already  considered  and  disposed  oL 

The  motion  is  denied. 


FiNDLBY  V.  Ford. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case 
above  entitled  August  6, 1890, 11  L.  D.,  172,  overruled  by  Secretiiry 
Noble,  March  11, 1891. 


BAILROAD  GRANT-INDEMNITY  WITHDRAWAL-FOBFEITURE. 

MoFaelane  V.  Hastings  and  Dakota  Ry.  Co. 

The  withdrawal  of  iDdemnity  lands  under  the  act  of  Jnly  4, 1866,  operated  to  reserve  the 
lands  embraced  therein  from  disposal  in  any  other  mauner  than  as  indemnity  for 
lands  lost  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant;  and  settlement  on  .lands  so 
withdrawn  is  subject  to  the  company's  right  of  selection. 

The  provision  in  section  4  of  said  act  that  the  lands  granted,  but  not  patented,  shall 
revert  to  the  United  States  if  the  road  is  not  completed  within  the  period  speci- 
fied, does  not,  in  the  absence  of  action  to  enforce  forfeiture,  defeat  the  right  to 
select  indemnity,  even  though  the  road  is  not  completed  within  said  period. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  March 

13,  1891. 

With  your  letter  of  April  25, 1889,  you  transmit  the  appeal  of  Albert 
McFarlane  from  your  office  decision  of  October  5, 1888,  wherein  you  re- 
ject his  application,  dated  October  11, 1884,  to  make  homestead  entry 
of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  3,  T.  118  K,  R.  45  W.,  Benson,  Minnesota. 

On  July  28,  1886,  the  Hastings  and  Dakota  Railway  Company  ap- 
plied to  select  said  tract,  together  with  the  SE.  ^  of  said  section,  as  in- 
demnity  for  the  SE.  i  and  SW.  J  of  Sec.  35,  T.  116  K,  R.  33  W.,  itt  said 
land  district.  This  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  office,  for  the 
reason  that  applications  to  enter  said  tracts  were  presented  October  11, 
1884,  by  William  Fraser  and  Albert  McFarlane,  under  the  homestead 
laws,  which  applications  were  rejected  by  the  local  office,  and  appeals 
from  decisions  rejecting  them  were  pending  before  your  office. 

The  railway  company  appealed  from  the  decision  rejecting  its  appli- 
cation, and  by  your  said  office  decision,  yon  affirm  the  decision  of  the 
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local  office  as  to  its  rejection  of  said  applications  to  enter  said  laud  an- 
der  tbe  homestead  law,  and  reverse  that  part  of  the  decision  which 
denied  the  company  the  right  to  select  said  lands  as  indemnity  for  place 
lands  lost  from  the  grant. 
The  errors  assigned  upon  your  said  office  decision  are  the  following : 

1.  In  deciding  that  the  railroad  company  had  a  right  to  select  the 
lands  (describing  them)  as  indemnity  for  other  lands  (describing  them), 
after  finding  that  the  said  line  of  railway  was  not  constructed  within 
the  period  prescribed  by  statate. 

2.  In  deciding  that  this  land  was  reserved  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
supplying  deficiencies  in  the  railway  grant,  and  was  subject  to  selection 
for  that  purpose  whenever  such  deficiencies  may  be  discovered. 

The  grant  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the  Hastings  and  Dakota  Bail- 
way  was  made  by  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  4, 1866  (14  Stat., 
87).    The  language  of  the  first  section  of  said  act  is : 

That  there  be  and  is  hereby  granted  to  the  State  of  Minneso  •  •  ft  •  • 
every  alternate  seotioa  of  laad  designated  by  odd  n ambers  to  the  amount  of  five 
alternate  sections  per  mile  on  each  side  of  said  road ;  but  in  case  it  shall  appear  that 
the  United  States  have,  when  the  lines  or  route  of  said  roads  are  definitely  located, 
sold  any  section  or  part  thereof  granted  as  aforesaid,  or  the  right  of  pre-emption  or 
homestead  settlement  has  attached  to  the  same,  or  that  the  same  has  been  reserved 
by  the  United  States  for  any  purpose  whatever,  then  it  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  to  cause  to  be  selected  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  from  the  pub- 
he  lands  of  the  United  States  nearest  to  the  tiers  of  sections  above  specified  so  much 
land  in  alternate  sections  or  parts  of  sections,  designated  by  odd  numbers,  as  shall 
be  equal  to  such  lands  as  the  United  States  have  sold,  reserved  or  otherwise  appro- 
priated, or  to  which  the  right  of  homestead  settlement  or  pre-emption  has  attached 
as  aforesaid,  which  lands  thus  indicated  by  odd  numbers  and  sections  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  be  held  by  said  State  of  Minnesota  for  the 
purposes  and  uses  aforesaid:  Provided^  That  the  land  so  selected  shall  in  no  case  be 
located  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  lines  of  said  road. 

Section  four  of  said  act  provides,  that  if  said  roads  are  not  completed 
within  ten  years  from  the  acceptance  of  this  grant,  the  said  lands  here- 
by granted  and  not  patented  shall  revert  to  the  United  States. 

Section  five  provides,  that  as  soon  as  the  governor  of  said  State  shall 
file  or  cause  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  maps  desig- 
nating the  routes  of  said  roads,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  to  withdraw  from  the  market  '<  the  lands  embraced  within 
the  provisions  of  this  act." 

On  June  26, 1867,  the  map  showing  the  definite  location  of  the  road 
was  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  giving  precision  to  the 
grant,  and  rights  thereunder  are  held  to  have  attached. 

The  lands  applied  for  as  indemnity  are  within  the  twenty  mile  limits 
of  the  grant  and  were  embraced  in  the  withdrawal  of  Apiil  22,  and  re- 
ceived at  the  district  land  office  May  11, 1868,  and  were  vacant,  unap- 
propriated and  unreserved  at  the  latter  date.  This  withdrawal  operated 
to  reserve  the  lands  embraced  therein  from  disposal  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  as  indemnity  for  lands  lost  from  the  primary  limits  of  the 
grant. 
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The  act  of  Congress  of  July  4, 1866  (supra)^  passed  a  present  interest 
in  tlie  lands  to  the  State  of  Minnesota.  Precision  was  given  to  the  grant 
when  the  map  of  definite  location  was  filed.  The  lands  were  granted  for  a 
specific  porpose,  namely,  to  ^<  aid  in  the  constmction  of  a  railroad."  The 
land  in  controversy  was  withdrawn  as  indemnity  for  place  lands  lost 
fiom  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant,  the  withdrawal  being  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  act  making  the  grant.  The  withdrawal  being  in 
force,  the  settlement  of  appellant  was  subject  to  the  company's  right  of 
selection,  and  his  application  to  make  homestead  entry  npon  said  tract 
was  properly  refused. 

The  grant  to  the  State  in  aid  of  this  road  still  continues  in  force ;  the 
lands  granted  have  not  reverted  to  the  United  States,  although  the 
road  was  not  constructed  within  the  period  prescribed — no  action  hav- 
ing been  taken  either  by  legislative  or  judicial  proceeding  to  enforce  a 
forfeiture  of  the  grant 

Ko  forfeiture  having  been  enforced  by  or  under  authority  of  Con- 
gress, the  title  of  the  State  is  unimpaired  to  the  lands  described  in  the 
grant  and  to  indemnity  within  the  limits  withdrawn  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  in  place. 

No  one  can  take  advantage  of  the  non^perfonnaDce  of  a  condition  snbseqnent  an- 
nexed to  an  estate  in  fee,  but  the  granlor  or  his  heirs,  or  the  snccessors  of  the  grantor, 
if  the  grant  proceed  from  an  artificial  person ;  and  if  they  do  not  see  fit  to  assert 
their  right  to  enforce  forfeiture  on  that  gronnd,  the  title  remains  unimpaired  in  the 
grantee.    Sohnlenberg  v.  Harriman  (21  Wall.,  44). 

I  think  the  company  has  the  undoubted  right  to  select  the  lands  as 
indemnity  for  the  place  lands  lost  from  the  grant,  and  described  in  your 
office  decision.  This  right  should  continue,  until  a  forfeiture  is  declared 
by  competent  authority. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  affirmed. 


PRACTICE— APPLICATION  FOR  CERTIORARI. 

FEBausoN  V.  Daly  et  al. 

An  application  for  certiorari  will  be  allowed  where  it  is  made  to  appear  by  the  recit- 
als therein  that  the  record  should  be  reviewed  for  the  consideration  of  the  errors 
alleged. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office^  March 

13, 189L 

This  petition  is  filed  by  Wayne  Ferguson,  praying  that  the  record  in 
the  matter  of  the  cash  entry  of  Isaac  S.  Daly,  for  lot  5  and  the  NE.  \  of 
the  NB.  J  of  Sec.  24,  T.  60  N.,  B.  4  W.,  Lewiston,  Idaho,  be  certified  to 
the  Department  under  rules  83  and  84  of  Eules  of  Practice. 

From  the  petition  and  accompanying  exhibits,  it  appears  that  Daly 
made  cash  entry  of  the  tract  above  described,  on  September  26, 1884, 
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having  alleged  and  kIiow  n  by  his  liual  proof  settlement  on  December 
12, 1883,  said  proof  showing  continuous  residence,  and  improvements  of 
the  valae  of  $500. 

A  hearing  was  had  ai)on  the  report  of  Special  Agent  Ferguson,  charge 
ing  that  the  entry  was  made  for  speculative  purposes ;  that  the  claim- 
ant had  failed  to  comply  with  the  law  as  to  residence,  and  that  he  had 
sold  the  land  to  John  Powers  by  warranty  deed  four  months  before  the 
submission  of  final  proof,  and  upon  the  testimony  offered  on  hearing,  at 
which  John  Powers  appeared  as  transferee  and  intervener,  the  local  offi- 
cers recommended  the  entry  for  cancellation.  Upon  appeal  therefrom 
your  office,  by  letter  of  October  2, 1890,  held  that  the  government  had 
failed  to  sustain  its  charges,  the  preponderance  of  evidence  being  '^  in 
favor  of  the  bona  fides  of  the  entry,"  and  the  decision  of  the  local  of- 
ficers was  accordingly  reversed. 

Subsequent  to  the  rendering  of  this  decision,  Ferguson,  whose  offi- 
cial connection  with  the  government  had  ceased,  applied  to  contest  said 
entry  and  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  land. 

By  letter  of  October  22, 1890,  a  hearing  was  ordered  upon  the  charges 
of  Ferguson,  but  on  November  14, 1890,  upon  the  ex-parte  application 
of  counsel  for  Daly,  your  office  held  that  the  order  for  a  hearing  was 
improvidently  granted,  for  the  reason  that  the  investigation  as  to  the 
validity  of  this  entry  was  vigorously  prosecuted  through  the  ins'tru- 
mentality  of  Ferguson  as  special  agent,  and  your  office  having  dismissed 
the  case  upon  the  evidence  submitted  at  said  hearing,  it  would  be  un- 
just to  put  the  defendant  to  tiie  expense  of  another  trial.  The  order  for 
a  hearing  was  therefore  rescinded. 

From  this  action  Ferguson  filed  an  appe!\l,  which  your  office  declined 
to  transmit,  upon  the  ground  that  ^^no  right  Imd  been  denied  to  Fergu- 
son, .for  while  it  is  true  his  allegations  constituted  a  cause  of  action, 
nevertheless  he  is  not  now  in  a  x)osition  to  make  these  allegations,  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  he  has  already,  as  an  agent  for  the  government 
attempted  to  prove  their  truth  and  has  failed,  and  I  know  of  no  rule  of 
law  or  equity  which  would  give  him  the  right  to  have  a  hearing  now, 
and  further  harass  this  defendant." 

While  there  may  be  no  error  in  the  refusal  of  your  office  to  order  a 
hearing  upon  the  contest  of  Ferguson  after  the  entry  had  been  fairly 
investigated  by  the  government,  through  the  agency  of  Ferguson,  and 
a  decision  rendered  in  favor  of  the  entryman,  yet,  if  upon  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  case  as  presented  by  the  application  for  certiorari  it  appears 
that  the  decision  in  favor  of  the  entryman  was  erroneous,  the  Depart- 
ment will  direct  the  record  to  be  certified  that  the  errors  alleged  therein 
may  be  considered  and  corrected,  and  to  make  such  other  disposition 
of  the  case  as  may  seem  proper.  If  the  testimony  submitted  at  the 
hearing  is  correctly  stated  in  the  alleged  copy  of  the  decision  of  your 
office  of  October  2, 1890,  exhibited  with  the  application,  it  does  not 
in  my  opinion  show  a  preponderance  of  evidence  '^  in  favor  of  the  bona 
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fides  of  the  entry,''  but,  on  the  contrary,  shows  that  the  government  at 
said  hearing  sastained  its  charges. 

The  record  will  therefore  be  certified  to  the  Department  for  its  con- 
sideration. 


KAILHOAD  grant— PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM. 

Oregon  &  California  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Barrett. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  grant  to  this  company,  land  covered  by  a  prima  faoie 
valid  pre-emption  filing,  at  tliedate  when  said  j;rant  becomes  effective  is  excepted 
therefrom  ;  and  the  failure  of  the  pre-euiptor  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
pre-emption  law  does  not  operate  to  defeat  the  exception. 

Acting  Secretary  Oluindler  to  the  Oommisaioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

March  13, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  The  Oregon  and  California  Railroad 
Company  v,  Charles  P.  Barrett  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  deci- 
sion of  November  27, 1889,  rejecting  its  claim  and  accepting  the  final 
proof  of  the  latter  for  lots  2  and  3  of  Sec.  31,  T.  3  8.,  R.  2  W.,  Oregon 
City  Land  Office. 

Your  decision  states  the  record  fully  and  fairly,  and  upon  a  review  of 
the^same,  I  see  no  reason  for  disturbing  your  conclusions.  Counsel  for 
appellant  insists  that  a  pre-emption  filing  does*not  segregate  the  land 
from  the  public  domain ;  that  it  is  only  a  notice  to  the  United  States 
and  to  settlers  that  the  preemptor  intends  to  do  certain  things  and 
thereby  acquire  rights ;  that  one  filing  does  not  prevent  another,  or  a 
half  a  dozen,  for  the  same  tract.  And  he  claims  that  as  Frazer  did  not 
follow  up  his  filing,  but  abandoned  the  same,  that  the  land  was  open  to 
settlement  when  the  railroad  company  filed  its  map,  and  that  its  right 
to  the  land  attached,  as  though  no  pre-emption  filing  had  been  made. 

G^ie  argument  of  counsel  is  met  by  the  act  creating  The  Oregon  and 
California  Eailroad  Company,  and  granting  land  for  the  construction 
of  its  railroad.  (14  Stat.,  239).  TUe  second  section  of  the  act  con- 
tains the  grant,  and  the  following  is  one  of  its  provisions : 

When  any  of  said  alternate  sections  or  parts  of  sections  shall  be  foand  to  Lave 
been  granted,  sold,  reserved,  occupied  by  homestead  settlers,  2)re-«in|)<ed,  or  other- 
wise disposed  of^  other  land,  designated  as  aforesaid  shall  be  selected  by  said  com- 
panies etc. 

Land  upon  which  a  qualified  pre-omptor  has  made  a  legal  settlement 
and  filed  a  valid  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  is  '<  pre-empted  " 
laud.  The  fact  that  the  words  '*  sold  ^ — "  disposed  of"  are  used  in  the 
same  clause  of  the  Statute  precludes  the  idea  that  land  is  not  ^^  pre- 
empted" within  the  meaning  of  this  statute,  until  the  pre-emptor  has 
made  final  proof  and  purchase  of  the  tract. 

Frazer  made  his  filing  on  July  30,  alleging  settlement  July  6, 1864. 
He  was  a  qualified  pre-emptor  as  shown  at  the  hearing,  and  his  filing 
is  presumed  in  law  to  have  been  valid.    The  law  presumes  the  officers 
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did  their  duty  when  they  alloweil  tlio  filinjr,  an  1  :is  blie  sottlcmcMit  i\\u\ 
filing  were  prior  to  July  14,  1870,  tlie  date  of  the  act  (10  Stat.,  279) 
limiting  the  time  for  making  tiual  proof,  and  upon  ^^  unoffered  "  land, 
it  (the  filing)  had  not  expired  by  limitation,  on  January  29,  1870,  the 
time  the  right  of  the  Railroad  Company  attached  under  its  grant,  by 
reason  of  the  pre-emptor's  neglect  to  make  proof  and  payment.  See 
Bandall  v.  St.  Paul  and  Sioux  City  li.  E.  Co.  (10  L.  D.,  54).  Malonev. 
Union  Pacific  Ey.  Co.  (7  L.  D.,  13). 

This  land  being  pre-empted  did  not  pass  under  the  grant. 

As  to  the  matter  of  Frazer's  abandonment,  and  his  failure  to  comply 
with  the  law  relating  to  pre-emption  filings,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
it  has  been  frequently  held  by  the  Department  that  where  a  filing  or 
entry  has  been  made  of  record,  the  subsequent  acts  of  the  pre-emptor 
or  entryman  are  matters  between  him  and  the  gove  rnment  alone,  and 
that  the  corporation  whose  rights  would  have  attached  but  for  such 
filing  or  entry  will  not  be  heard  to  complain  of  the  failure  of  such  pre- 
emptor  or  entryman  to  comply  with  the  law.  In  the  case  of  the  Kan- 
sas Pacific  Railway  Company  v.  Dunmeyer,  113  U.  S.,  629,  it  is  said, 
'^  with  the  performance  of  these  conditions,  the  company  has  nothing 
todo.'^ 

See  Northern  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  -».  Stovenour  (10  L.  D.,  045),  also  North- 
ern Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  i7.*Fugel11  (10  L.  D.,  288)  and  cases  there  cited, 
and  same  v,  Kerry  (ibid.,  290). 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


PBACTICB— REHEARING— CUMULATIVE  EVIDENCE. 

TucKEE  V.  Nelson. 

A  rehearing  wUl  not  be  granted  to  introduce  ciiinnlative  evidence,  or  additional  evi- 
dence of  the  same  kind  t4»  tlie  same  point. 

It  is  not  flQflicient  ground  for  a  rehearing  that  the  applicant's  attorney  in  the  orig- 
inal proceedings  was  incompetent. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommiasioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  March  16, 

1891. 

« 

I  have  considered  the  application  of  Peter  B.  Nelson  for  a  reheaiing 
in  the  contest  of  Wm.  H.  Tucker  v.  Peter  B.  Nelson,  involving  timber 
culture  entry  for  the  N W.  J  of  Sec.  14,  T.  33  N.,  E.  48  W.,  Chadron,  Ne- 
braska. 

This  case  was  decided  adverse  to  Nelson  on  October  26, 1889  (9  L.  D., 
520).  A  motion  for  review  was  denied  January  3,  1890  (10  L.  D.,  3). 
During  the  pendency  of  this  last  motion  an  application  for  a  rehearing 
was  filed,  which  was  denied  January  18,  1890.  On  February  26,  1890, 
Nelson  filed  another  application  for  a  rehearing,  which  was  denied  Sep- 
tember 11,  1890  (Vol.  206  L.  &  K.,  page  5),  and  the  reasons  lor  such 
action  were  given  at  length. 
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The  present  ai>plicatioD,  dated  November  20, 1890,  is  based  upon  two 
grounds :  first,  the  statement  of  a  large  number  of  persons  to  the  effect 
that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  natural  timber  in  said  section  14, 
to  render  a  timber  cnlture  entry  therein  invalid.  This  was  the  very 
point  at  issue  in  the  trial  and  on  which  evidence  was  taken,  hence  the 
evidence  sought  to  be  introduced  at  the  new  trial  is  merely  cumulative ; 
and  the  second  ground  upon  which  the  application  is  based,  which  is, 
in  substance,  that  at  the  former  trial  the  attorney  who  conducted  the  case 
for  the  claimant  and  present  applicant,  was  incompetent,  and  gave 
his  client  erroneous  advice,  and  acting  upon  this  advice,  evidence  on 
the  point  at  issue  was  not  introduced  which  might  have  been  fur- 
nished at  that  time,  does  not  change  the  cumulative  character  of  the 
evidence  sought  to  be  introduced.  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  that 
requires  no  discussion  that  a  new  trial  can  not  be  granted  to  introduce 
cumulative  evidence  or  ^^  additional  evidence  of  the  same  kind  to  the 
same  poinf 

It  canaot  be  permitted  that  either  party  sliallproiliice  just  bo  mach  evidonce  as  he 
thinks  proper,  and  tlien  stop  short,  and  ultimately  obtain  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground 
that  he  did  not  on  the  first  trial,  give  all  the  evidence  which  be  then  might,  and 
has  since  found  he  ought  to  have  given  more.     (Hilliard  on  New  Trials,  499.) 

In  his  application  Nelson  does  not  show  or  even  allege,  that  his  at- 
torney was  in  collusion  with  the  contestant,  Tucker,  or  that  he  was 
guilty  of  fraud  in  neglecting  the  interests  of  his  client,  he  merely  asserts 
in  effect,  that  the  attorney  was  incompetent  and  gave  him  erroneous 
advice.    This  does  not  constitute  a  sufficient  ground  for  a  new  trial. 

In  opposition  to  the  application,  an  affidavit  has  been  filed,  signed  by 
the  sheriff,  county  treasurer,  school  superintendent,  and  clerk  of  Dawes 
county,  a  former  register  of  the  land  office,  also,  six  farmers,  who  swear 
that  they  are  well  acquainted  with  the  tract  in  dispute,  and  to  their 
personal  knowledge  there  are  from  sixteen  to  twenty  acres  of  thrifty 
growing  timber  in  the  section,  a  portion  of  which  has  been  cleared  off 
since  the  initiation  of  the  contest  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  crop,  also 
that  the  claimant  Jones,  isa  wealthy  man,  while  the  contestant.  Tucker, 
is  a  poor  man.  These  statements  are  corroborated  by  the  county  judge 
ot  Dawes  county. 

There  is  no  legal  ground  upon  which  to  grant  the  application,  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  the  supervisory  authority  of  the  Department  should 
be  invoked  to  that  end. 

The  application  is  denied. 
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rilACTlCE-APPLICATlON    IIULE  66. 

Grose  v.  Fbies. 

The  rcjectiou,  by  the  local  land  office,  of  au  application  to  file  a  declaratory  state- 
nieut,  and  failure  to  appeal  therefrom,  will  not  defeat  the  ri^ht  of  the  applicant 
to  be  subsequently  heard  thereon,  where  he  is  not  informed  by  said  office  of  his 
right  to  appeal  from  such  action. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Cfujindler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office,  March  16, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Joseph  D.  Crose  v.  Mary  M.  Fries, 
upon  the  appeal  of  the  former  from  your  office  dccisiou  of  July  16,  1889, 
holding  for  cancellation  the  homestead  entry  of  said  Grose  for  the  N.  ^ 
of  the  NE.  J  and  the  SE.  J  of  the  NE.  i  and  the  NE.  \  of  the  8E.  J  of 
Sec.  25,  T.  31,  K.  62  W.,  Chadron,  Nebraska. 

The  record  shows  that  on  March  14,  1887,  Mary  M.  Fries  filed  her 
preemption  declaratory  statement  for  said  lands  alleging  settlement 
thereon  from  September  15,  1886.  On  the  6th  day  of  November,  1886, 
Joseph  D.  Orose  made  homestead  entry  for  said  tracts.  Notice  was 
given  that  Fries  would  make  her  final  proof  on  the  6th  day  of  June, 
1887,  before  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Dawes  county,  Nebraska. 
At  'the  time  set  the  claimant  appeared  and  offered  her  final  proof.  At 
the  same  time  Joseph  D.  Grose  appeared  and  filed  a  written  protest 
alleging 

that  the  said  Mary  M.  Fries,  claimant  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land,  had  not 
at  the  time  of  her  alleged  Bettlemeut,  and  at  uo  time  since,  the  legal  qiialiQeatious 
as  a  pre-emptor  of  governinont  land.  She  being  at  the  date  of  her  alleged  settlement, 
to  wit,  September  15,  1886,  a  married  woman,  being  the  wife  of  Jacob  R.  Fries,  and 
liyed  as  such  with  her  said  hnsband  open  said  land  upon  the  15th  day  of  September, 
1886,  and  continned  to  so  do  until  the  —  day  of  November,  1886.  That  upon  Novem- 
ber 1,  1884,  Jacob  R.  Fries  made  declaratory  statement  No.  2712  upon  said  tract  of 
land,  and  continuonsly  resided  upon  the  same  until  the  6th  day  of  November,  188G. 
That  upon  the  6th  day  of  November,  1886,  your  atTiant  purchased  from  said  Jacob  R. 
Frien  all  of  the  improvements  upon  said  tract  of  laud,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  doUars. 

At  the  time  said  final  proof  was  offered,  both  parties  were  present 
with  their  witnesses  and  attorneys,  and  they  then  proceeded  to  take 
their  trstiinouy  apon  the  charges  contained  in  the  protest  of  Crose, 
which  testimony  was  afterwards  rctnrned  to  the  local  office. 

On  tbe  24th  day  of  October,  1887,  the  local  officers  rendered  their 
decision  in  the  case  finding  ^Hhat  the  claimant  was  abandoned  by  her 
husband  Jacob  B.  Fries,  in  or  abont  tbe  month  of  September,  ISSG." 
They  also  found  that  the  protestant's  entry,  residence  and  occupancy 
of  the  land  in  question  was  fraudulent  and  void  as  against  the  claimant 
Mary  M.  Fries;  and  recommended  the  approval  of  her  final  proof,  and 
the  cancellation  of  the  homestead  entry  of  said  Crose. 

Grose  appealed. 
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On  the  16th  day  of  July,  1880,  your  oflice  affirmed  the  decision  of  the 
local  officers  and  held  Grose's  entry  for  canceUatiou. 
Grose  appeals. 
The- fourth  specification  of  error  is  as  follows: 

Error  in  not  holding  that  by  reason  of  the  failni  e  of  said  defendant  to  file  her  de- 
clarat  ory  statement  for  said  tract  until  March  14, 1887,  being  more  than  three  months 
from  the  date  of  her  alleged  settlement  on  September  15,  1886,  it  worked  a  forfeiture 
of  her  claim  for  the  reason  that  in  the  meantime  to  wit,  November  6, 1886,  an  adverse 
right  had  attached  by  reason  of  the  homesteail  entry  of  Crose,  made  on  the  last  men- 
tioned date,  and  who  has  complied  with  the  law  and  given  the  required  notice,  etc. ; 
and  Crose  was,  therefore,  the  '^  next  settler"  upon  the  tract,  such  as  contemplated  by 
section  2265  of  the  Be  vised  Statutes  of  the  United  St«tes. 

This  assignment  presents  a  new  question  which  was  not  raise<l  by  the 
allegations  of  Grose's  contest  affidavit,  nor  was  it  presented  to,  or  con- 
sidered by  the  local  officers  or  your  office  when  the  case  was  there. 
While  the  practice  of  thus  presenting  new  questions  is  at  variance  with 
the  general  rule  of  law  in  cases  of  appeal  that,  ^^ a  party  is  not  at  liberty 
to  rely  upon  one  set  of  objections  before  the  court  below,  then  seek  to 
reverse  their  judgment  upon  grounds  which  had  not  been  distinctly 
presented  for  their  adjudication."  Billiard  on  New  Trials,  page  722 ; 
and  while  the  better  practice  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  Department 
in  Pollard  v,  Bethke  (8  L.  D.,  294),  yet,  inasmuch  as  Mrs.  Fries  has  re- 
sponded to  the  question  by  way  of  supplemental  evidence  filed  since 
the  question  has  been  raised,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  case  can  be 
properly  disposed  of  upon  the  whole  record.  | 

It  appears  from  the  supplemental  evidence  of  Mrs.  Fries  that  about 
the  15th  day  of  October,  1886,  she  sent  by  mail  her  pre-emption  declara- 
tory statement  for  the  land  in  controversy  to  the  proper  local  land  office; 
that  it  was  returned  to  her  by  the  local  officers  for  the  reason  that  no 
evidence  of  her  abandonment  accompanied  it.  On  December  14, 1886, 
she  made  another  declaratory  statement  for  said  land  which  was  rejected 
for  the  reason  that  the  abandonment  was  not  long  enough  to  satisfy 
the  local  officers  that  it  was  permanent.  On  January  19, 1887,  she  sent 
to  the  local  office  a  third  declaratory  statement  for  said  land  and  then 
it  was  suggested  by  the  register  that  the  GommisKJoner  l>e  written  to, 
which  was  done,  and  on  March  11,  1887,  your  office  by  letter  advised 
her  attorney  that 

If  she  is  the  head  of  a  family,  she  might  he  ahle  to  protect  her  right  hy  filing  a 
declaratory  statement  aUeging  settlement  as  of  date  of  her  husband's  abandonment 
and  completing  title  in  her  own  name.  This  office  cannot,  however,  decide  the  ques- 
tion until  the  matter  is  regularly  present  ed  by  offer  of  proof  or  contest  between  Mr& 
Fries  and  the  homestead  en  try  man. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  office  letter  by  her  attorney  he  inclosed  it 
with  the  fourth  declaratory  statement  for  said  laud  and  sent  the  same 
to  the  local  office,  which  declaratory  statement  was  received  by  the  local 
officers  and  allowed  on  the  14th  day  ot  March,  1887.  It  thus  appears 
distinctly  that  Mrs.  Fries  made  her  first  application  to  file  her  declaratory 
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statement  some  twenty  clays  before  Crose  made  his  entry,  and  made 
her  second  application  about  the  time  that  Grose  moved  upon  the  land 
to  live. 

If  Mrs.  Fries'  rights,  under  her  offers  to  file,  are  protected  under  the 
facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case  then  it  follows  that  she  was  not  only 
a  prior  settler  but  in  contemplation  of  law,  entitled  to  priority  in  filing. 

Rule  do,  Bules  of  Practice,  requires  the  local  officers  to  "  promptly 
advise  the  party  in  interest  of  their  action  and  of  his  right  to  appeal  to 
the  Commissioner.'' 

The  purpose  of  this  rule  is  to  enable  parties  to  take  appeals  from  the 
rulings,  or  action  of  local  officers  relative  to  applications  to  file  upon, 
enter,  or  locate  the  public  lands.  Mrs.  Fries  was  not  advised  by  the 
local  officers  of  her  right  to  appeal  to  your  office  from  the  actions  of  the 
local  officers  in  rejecting  her  application  to  file  her  declaratory  state- 
ments for  the  land. 

In  Turner  t?.  Bumgardner  (6  L.  D.,  377),  it  was  held  that  ^^Informa- 
tion as  to  the  right  of  appeal  not  having  been  given  under  liule  66  of 
Practice,  the  right  of  the  rejected  applicant  to  be  subsequently  heard  is 
recognized."  In  that  case  Bnmgardner  had  made  homestead  entry  of 
the  tract  in  controversy;  afterwards  Turner  made  his  application  to 
enter  the  same  tract ;  his  application  was  rejected  becanse  of  the  prior 
entry  of  Bumgardner.  Turner  did  not  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
local  officers  rejecting  his  application  and  the  matter  rested  for  nearly 
six  months  when  Turner  presented  to  the  local  officers,  affidavits  alleg- 
ing settlement  prior  to  that  of  Bumgardner  and  asking  a  heariug.  which 
was  had  and  resulted  in  a  decision  in  favor  of  Turner  by  the  iocc«  offi- 
cers, which  was  affirmed  upon  appe<il  by  your  office  and  upon  appeal 
here  was  affirmed.  The  question  presented  in  that  case  was  similar  to 
the  fourth  assignment  of  error  in  the  case  at  bar.  In  that  case  it  is 
said,  page  379:  Bumgardner  is  not  in  a  position  to  demand  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Department  for  an  entry  knowingly  initiated  in  fraud  of  the 
rights  of  a  prior  settler,  and  attempted  to  be  consummated  through 
force  and  lawlessness." 

In  view  of  the  findings  of  the  local  officers  in  this  case,  and  the  undis- 
puted evidence  of  lawlessness  by  which  Mrs.  Fries  was  removed  from 
her  house  at  the  midnight  hour  and  her  house  and  other  buildings 
burned  down  the  cases  present  a  striking  similarity  on  principle.  It  is 
further  said,  page  380 : 

Bat  in  the  case  at  bar  the  local  officers,  when  they  rejected  Tamer's  appUcation  to 
enter,  neglected  to  notify  him  of  his  right  of  appeal.  He  was  thus  left  in  ignorance 
of  the  proper  course  to  pursue  for  the  protection  of  his  rights.  Therefore  in  luy 
opinion,  he  ought  not  to  be  considered  to  have  lost  his  right  of  appeal  because  of  his 
failure  to  do  so  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  your  office. 

Without  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  authorities  cited  in  support 
of  the  fourth  assignment  of  error  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  they  do  not 
present  facts  similar  to  the  case  at  bar. 
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Goansel  for  the  contestant  filed  here,  with  his  argament,  the  affida- 
vits of  two  persons  tending  to  show  that  about  September,  1886,  Mrs. 
Fries  made  oat  and  sent  to  the  local  land  office  at  Valentine,  IS'ebraska, 
a  declaratory  statement  for  another  tract  of  land,  nnder  the  name  of 
*'Mary  Oroyle.''  These  affidavits  are  made  by  women  who  are  not 
shown  to  have  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts.  These  affidavits  bear 
date  September  13, 1889,  and  so  far  as  the  record  shows  Mrs.  Fries  was 
not  notified  of  them  or  their  contents  until  the  19th  day  of  January, 
1891,  then  through  registered  letter.  They  are  meager  in  their  state- 
ments of  fact  and  when  considered  in  the  light  of  the  evidence,  and  the 
circumstances  in  the  case,  I  do  not  think  they  are  sufficient  to  overcome 
the  evidence  of  good  faith  upon  the  part  of  Mrs.  Fries  in  trying  to  se- 
cure the  land  in  controversy  as  her  home. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  evidence,  which  is  voluminous  and  I 
find  that  it  clearly  supports  th<)  findings  of  the  local  office  and  year 
office. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  case  comes  within  the  rule  announced  in 
the  case  of  Turner  v,  Bumgardner,  supra,  which  I  am  content  to  follow. 

I  aiscover  no  reason  for  disturbing  the  decision  appealed  from  and  it 
is  accordingly  affirmed. 


\  RAILROAD  GRANT— DONATION  CLAIM. 

Whitney  v.  Northern  Paoifio  K.  K.  Co. 

A  donation  claim  of  record  prior  to  tlie  atkachmont  of  rights  nnder  the  railroad 
grant,  and  asserted  until  after  said  grant  becomes  efiEeotive,  excepts  the  land 
covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  March 

16, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  George  W.  Whitney  v,  Northern  Pacific 
K.  B.  Go.  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  December  19, 
1888,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead  entry  for  the  S.  J  of  the 
NW.  J  and  the  W.  ^  of  the  SW.  i  of  section  19,  T.  19  N.,  R.  1  W., 
Seattle,  Washington  land  district. 

These  tracts  as  stated  by  you  are  within  the  primary  limits  of  the 
grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  E.  B.  Co.,  as  shown  by  the  map  of  general 
route  filed  August  13,  1870,  and  the  map  of  definite  location,  filed  May 
14, 1874.  Whitney  was  allowed  to  make  homestead  entry  for  said  tracts 
on  March  19,  1880,  under  which  he  on  May  25, 1887,  made  final  commu- 
tation proof  which  was  approved  by  the  local  officers  who  issued  final 
certificate  thereon  the  same  day. 

In  the  decision  appealed  from,  it  is  said,  referring  to  the  dates  of 
filing  map  of  general  route  and  of  definite  location,  '^  The  records  fail 
to  show  that  said  tract  was  claimed  at  either  of  said  dates,  and  it  there- 
fore inured  to  the  company  under  its  grant." 
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In  the  appeal,  it  is  asserted  that  the  claim  of  Bobert  Pattison  under 
the  *^  donation  law  "  was  of  record  at  the  dates  mentioned,  and  served 
to  except  the  tracts  mentioned,  from  the  operation  of  the  fi^rant  to  said 
company. 

An  examination  of  the  records  of  yoar  office  shows  the  following : 

On  November  7, 1853,  Pattison  filed  a  notice  of  a  claim  nnder  the 
act  of  September  27, 1350  (9  Stat,  496),  describiDg  the  land  by  metes 
and  bounds,  and  on  January  1, 1870,  filed  an  affidavit  touching  his 
claim  wherein  the  land  is  described  by  subdivisions,  said  description 
iochiding  the  tracts  here  involved,  which  affidavit,  on  account  of  cer- 
tain informalities  therein,  your  office  held  not  entitled  to  consideration 
further  than  as  a  notice  of  the  tracts  claimed  according  to  legal  subdi- 
visions. On  May  25, 1872,  the  donee  filed  yet  other  affidavits  touching 
the  matter  of  his  said  claim.  In  March,  1884,  one  William  E.  Bigelow 
applied  to  make  homestead  entry  for  these  tracts,  alleging  that  Patti- 
son had  abandoned  his  claim  thereto,  as  a  result  of  which  a  hearing 
was  ordered  and  duly  held.  At  this  hearing,  both  parties  appeared, 
and  a  large  amount  of  testimony  was  submitted,  after  a  consideration 
of  which  your  office,  on  April  21,  1885,  held  Pattison's  claim  for  can- 
cellation, and  afterwards  on  July  22, 1885,  formally  canceled  it  upon 
the  records. 

We  have  then  a  claim  for  this  land  placed  of  record  long  prior  to  the 
date  the  rights  of  the  company  attached,  which  the  claimant  was  still 
asserting  and  attempting  to  perfect  in  1870  and  1872  about  the  time  the 
company's  rights  attached,  and  which  was  only  finally  canceled  in  1885 
after  an  extended  contest  wherein  the  claimant  strenaously  insisted 
upon  the  validity  of  his  claim.  This  certainly  constituted  such  a  claim 
as  would  and  did  serve  to  except  the  land  in  question  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  grant.  The  decision  holding  that  said  land  inured  to  the 
company  under  its  grant,  and  directing  the  cancellation  of  Whitney's 
homestead  entry  is  reversed. 


PR  ACTIO  K— SERVICE  OF  NOTICE— RESIDENCE. 

Gore  v.  Brew. 

An  acknowledgment  of  aervioe  of  notice  ii|  a  waiver  of  all  irregnlarities  in  the  mode 

of  service. 
The  failure  of  a  homesteader  to  establish  residence  on  the  land  covered  by  his  entry, 

ean  not  be  excused  on  the  ground  that  it  wasdne  to  his  arrest  nnder  a  criminal 

charge  and  subsequent  sentence  thereunder. 

First  AfUfistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommisttioner  of  tJie  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  March  16,  1891. 

The  case  of  James  M.  Gore  r.  Thomas  W.  Brew  is  before  me  on  ap- 
peal of  the  latter  from  yonr  office  decision  of  Jnne  3, 1889,  canceling 
his  home'^fend  entry  for  the  9W.  ^  of  Sec^  26^  T.  24,  B.  12  E.,  San  Fran- 
i;isco,  California^ 
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It  appears  that  he  made  entry  of  this  land  Feb  rnary  4, 1885.  Two 
days  thereafter,  and  before  he  had  established  resideiiC/e  thereon,  he 
was  arrested  for  larceny,  and  within  two  mouths  thereafter  couFicted 
of  the  charge  and  sentenced  to  six  and  a  half  years  in  the  penitentiary 
at  San  Quentin,  California. 

Contest  was  initiated  by  Gore,  April,  1887,  charging  abandonment 

Brew  was  not  present  at  the  hearing,  he  being  at  the  time  serving 
his  sentence  in  the  penitentiary.  The  fact  that  he  had  not  established 
residence  on  the  land  np  to  the  date  of  the  hearing  (May  8, 1887),  and 
the  fact  of  his  imprisonment  were  shown  in  evidence,  and  the  register 
and  receiver  recommended  that  the  entry  be  canceled. 

He  appealed,  and  your  office  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers, 
and  he  now  further  prosecutes  his  appeal  to  this  Department. 

Several  causes  of  error  are  assigned  by  counsel  for  appellant,  only 
two  of  which  need  be  noticed : 

1.  That  the  local  office  obtained  no  jurisdiction  over  the  person  of 
claimant,  because  notice  of  the -contest  was  not  served  on  the  warden 
of  the  penitentiary  at  San  Quentin. 

2.  That  the  admitted  facts  do  not  justify  the  cancellation  of  the  entry, 
or,  in  other  words,  the  fact  that  claimant  was  prevented  from  establish- 
ing his  residence  on  tbe  land  by  compulsion  of  law  ought  not  to  de- 
prive him  of  his  rights  under  his  entry. 

There  is  no  force  in  the  first  error  complained  of,  because  the  record 
bears  his  own  acknowledgment  in  writing  of  service  of  notice  of  oou. 
test.  This  dispenses  with  the  question  as  to  how  the  service  was  ob- 
tained, for,  after  acknowledging  that  he  was  properly  served  with  no- 
tice, he  is  estopped  from  questioning  the  manner  of  such  service.  lu 
other  words,  an  acknowledgment  of  service  is  a  waiver  of  all  irregular- 
ities in  the  mode  of  service. 

After  a  somewhat  extended  examination  of  the  decisions  of  this 
Department,  I  find  no  precedent  that  will  warrant  me  in  sustaining 
this  entry.  It  is  not  parallel  with  the  case  of  Anderson  v.  Anderson, 
5  L.  D.J  6,  for  in  that  case  the  claimant  and  his  family  had  resided  on 
the  land  for  many  years  under  a  timber  culture  claim,  and  for  two  years 
under  his  homestead  entry,  had  made  extensive  improvements,  and 
after  his  sentence  to  the  peniteatiary  his  family  continued  to  reside 
thereon,  and  so,  notwithstanding  his  sentence,  his  residence,  so  far  as 
he  had  any,  was  presumptively  on  the  claim  where  his  family  resided, 
and  the  Department  held,  properly,  that  his  conviction  and  sentence 
did  not  break  the  continuity  of  his  residence  ;  his  family  being  on  the 
land,  his  residence  was  there  while  he  was  in  custodia  legis. 

The  case  of  Kane  et  ah  v.  Devine,  7  L.  D.,  532,  is  similar  to  that  of 
Anderson  v.  Anderson. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  claimant  had  never  established  residence  on 
the  land,  and  after  his  sentence,  in  contemplation  of  law,  his  residence 
is  presumed  to  have  remained  where  it  was  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  and 
conviction,  which  was  elsewhere  than  on  the  claim. 
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While  it  may  be  said,  in  Uiis  case,  that  his  faihire  to  establish  resi- 
dence on  the  land  was  not  voluntary  on  his  part,  still  it  was  in  conse- 
qaence  of  his  own  wrongful  act,  voluntarily  done^  for  the  commission 
of  which  the  law  inflicted  a  penalty  which  rendered  him  incapable  of 
complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  necessary  to  acquire  title 
under  his  entry — one  of  which  was,  that  he  should  establish  residence 
on  his  claim  within  six  months  after  entry.  To  hold  that,  notwith- 
standing this  failure  on  his  part  so,  as  aforesaid,  occasioned  by  his  own 
guilty  act,  he  could  reserve  this  land  from  entry  until  he  had  answered 
the  claims  of  violated  law,  would  be  to  offer  a  premium  for  crime  and 
to  establish  a  precedent  repugnant  to  reason  and  justice. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


DESERT  LAJiD  ENTRY— FINAL  PROOF— EQU IT ABL.E  ACTION. 

Oeobge  H.  Gill  AND. 

An  opportunity  to  submit  further  proof,  with  a  view  to  eqni table  action,  may  be 
accordeil  a  desert  entryman  who  has  failed,  throngh  no  fault  of  bis  own,  to 
secure  the  requisite  water  supply  to  effect  reclamation  within  the  statutory 
period. 

FirHt  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  February  24, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  George  H.  Gilland  from  your  decision 
of  November  6, 1889,  rejecting  his  final  proof  on  his  desert  h\nd  entry 
for  the  SJ  NB|,  SB^  NWJ,  Lot  2,  SBJ,  BJ  SWJ,  Lots  3  and  4  Sec.  18, 
T.  13  N.,  R  62  W.,  486.36  acres,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  land  district. 

Gilland  made  entry  for  this  land  nnder  the  act  of  March  3,  1877  (19 
Stat.,  377),  on  May  10,  1886,  and  ofifered  his  final  proof  on  September 
10, 1889,  which  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  because  no  water  had 
been  oondncted  on  to  «the  land,  from  which  action  the  entryman  ap- 
pealed, and  your  office  affirmed  said  action  and  he  again  appealed. 

The  testimony  is  very  brief  and  clear,  and  shows  that  the  ^'  Beaver 
Dam  Ditoh  Company,"  a  corporation  organized  under  the  laws  of 
Wyoming  Territory,  built  a  dam  across  Crow  creek,  about  five  miles 
from  this  land,  and  also  constructed  a  reservoir  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  laud,  with  a  ditch  from  tne  dam  to  the  reservoir.  This 
reservoir  covers  about  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land. 
From  this  reservoir  a  ditch  is  constructed  so  as  to  pass  along  the  east 
side  of  the  land  in  controversy,  an  I  eight  lateral  ditches  are  cut  so  as 
to  conduct  water  across  and  over  the  land.  It  appears  that  the  capital 
stock  of  said  ditch  company  was  divided  into  one  hundred  and  fifty 
shares,  and  this  entryman  owns  45  of  these  shares,  and  controlled  the 
right  to  sufficient  water  to  irrigate  the  land  fully.  Crow  creek  appears 
to  have  been  a  stream  from  which  men  of  ordinary  prudence  and  e^- 
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perience  coald  reasonably  expect  water  in  snfficient  quantities  to  irri- 
gate a  large  tract  of  land,  bat  after  the  organization  of  said  company, 
and  the  construction  of  said  dams,  reservoir  and  ditches,  the  drouth 
and  the  lack  of  snow  in  the  mountains  were  such  that  the  creek  dried 
up  and  no  water  had  flowed  in  the  ditches  or  collected  in  the  reservoir 
from  which  the  same  were  constructed,  up  to  date  of  proof. 

The  good  faith  of  the  entrymanand  the  failure  of  the  enterprise,  up 
to  date  of  proof,  are  equally  apparent.  He  did  not  offer  proof  within 
three  years,  and  gives  as  a  reason  that  he  hoped  that  water  would  flow 
into  the  reservoir  and  ditches^  but  no  rains  had  fallen  up  to  September, 
1889.  It  is  claimed  that  the  drouth  is  ^^  an  act  of  God,''  and  that,  the 
entryman  having  done  all  in  his  power  to  comply  with  the  law,  and  hav- 
ing had  reason  to  depend  upon  said  stream  for  water,  the  Department 
should  allow  his  proof  and  await  the  results. 

In  the  case  of  James  A.  Hardin  (10  L.  D.,  313),  it  was  held  that: 

A  desert  entry  sboald  be  referred  to  the  board  of  equitable  adjudication  wben  proof 
and  payment  are  not  made  witbin  the  statutory  period,  and  such  failure  is  due  to 
obstacles  which  conld  not  be  overcome  by  the  entryman. 

In  the  case  of  George  F.  Stearns  {8  L.  D.,  573),  the  land  was  not 
shown  to  have  been  reclaimed,  and  your  office  rejected  the  proof,  and 
the  action  of  your  office  was  concurred  in  by  the  Department.  The 
proof  in  that  case  was  not  oflered  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  time 
allowed  by  statute.  The  Department,  however,  after  quoting  rule  30  of 
the  rules  for  submitting  entries  to  the  board  of  equitable  adjudication 
(6  L.  D.,  799),  said : 

If  appellant  can  bring  himself  within  this  rule  by  making  new  proof  to  the  satis- 
faction of  your  office,  he  may  do  so,  and  then  have  his  entry  submitted  to  the  board 
of  equitable  adjudication. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  it  appears  that  all  has  been  done  by  the  entryman 
that  he  could  be  expected  to  do.  The  drouth  and  lii«k  of  water  in  the 
stream  where  water  had  before  that  time  flowed  and  could  reasonably 
be  expected  to  flow  each  year,  was  an  *'  obstacle  which  he  could  not 
control,"  and  there  being  no  adverse  claim,  the  case  will  take  the  course 
prescribed  in  the  case  of  Stearns,  supra. 

You  will,  if  no  adverse  claim  has  intervened,  allow  the  entryman  to 
make  further  proof  in  support  of  his  claim,  to  show  reclamation,  and  if 
satisfactory,  the  proof  will  be  accepted  and  referred  to  the  board  of 
equitable  a(]yudication.    Kinety  days  will  be  allowed  for  further  proof. 
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COMMUTED  EN^TRY^CANCELLATIOX-APPLICATIOX   TO  ENTER. 

Thomas  r.  Kathbun, 

The  cancellation  of  a  commuted  homestead  entry  carries  therewith  the  original  entry, 
and  the  cancellation  of  the  latter,  in  sach  a  case,  should  be  accordingly  noted  of 
record. 

An  application  to  enter  may  be  received  during  the  time  allowed  for  appeal  from  a 
judgment  of  cancellation  rendered  in  a  prior  case  involving  the  land  in  question, 
subject  to  such  appeal,  but  should  not  be  made  of  record  until  the  rights  of  the 
former  entryman  are  finally  determined. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Offiee^  March  13, 1891. 

The  appeal  of  Elias  M.  Thomas,  in  the  case  of  said  Thomas  v.  Sabria 
A.  Bathbun,  from  yoar  of&ce  decision  of  October  12, 1888,  is  before  me, 
aud  the  record  shows  the  following  facts : 

October  16, 1882^  Kathbun  made  homestead  entry  No.  391^  for  the 
NW.  i  of  See.  19,  T.  Ill  N.,  E.  60  W.,  Huron,  Dakota. 

July  9, 1884,  she  offered  com  mutation  proof,  upon  which  cash  certifi- 
cate No.  9750  was  issued. 

March  30, 1885,  her  said  proof  was  rejected  by  your  office,  and  on 
July  18,  her  cash  eAtry  was  canceled. 

August  17, 1885,  Thomas  instituted  contest  against  her  homestead 
entry,  which,  after  several  contiuuauces,  was  by  the  receiver  dismissed, 
April  28, 1886,  for  "  want  of  prosecution." 

May  7th  of  the  same  year,  a  stipulation  was  filed  in  the  local  office, 
by  which  it  was  agreed  betweeu  the  parties  thereto  that  the  contest 
should  be  re-instated  and  a  decision  rendered  o.n  an  agreed  statement 
of  fiEicts  contained  in  said  stipulation. 

This  request  was  refused,  and  Thomas  appealed,  and  your  office  af- 
firmed the  action  of  the  local  officers  aud  directed  them  to  note  upon 
their  records  the  cancellation  of  the  homestead  entry  of  liathbun,  as  of 
the  date  the  cash  entry  was  canceled. 

From  this  decision  of  your  office  Thomas  alone  has  appealed. 

It  seems  that  on  receipt  of  your  letter  of  July  18,  1885,  ordering  her 
cash  entry  canceled,  the  local  officers  noted  the  cancellation  of  that 
entry  alone,  and  allowed  the  original  homestead  entry  to  stand.  This 
was  error,  for  the  homestead  entry  having  been  commuted  to  a  cash 
entry,  the  cancellation  of  the  latter  necessarily  carried  with  it  the  orig- 
inal homestead  entry. 

It  follows  that  at  the  time  Thomas  filed  his  contest,  there  was  no 
entry  properly  of  record  to  be  contested,  it  having  previously  been  can- 
celed by  direction  of  your  office. 

Tour  decision  dismissing  his  contest  was  therefore  right 

So^far  as  Bathbun's  rights  are  affected  by  your  decision,  it  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  she  has  not  appealed  therefrom^  au4  it  U  tlf  er^for^  (^^r(p^4 
fntoto, 
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It  appears  from  the  record,  however,  that  subsequeut  to  the  rendition 
of  y oar  judgment,  and  on  Jane  25. 18S9,  Thomas  applied  to  make  home- 
stead entry  for  the  said  tract,  which  application  was  rejected  by  the 
register,  because  '^  the  right  of  appeal  of  Sabria  A.  Bathban  and  E.  M, 
Thomas  firom  action  of  Hon.  Commissioner,  in  his  letter  H,  October 
12, 18S8,  has  not  yet  expired,  as  notice  was  given  all  parties  June  15, 
1889.^ 

Letter  "H''  referred  to  is  your  office  decision  herein  ai)pealed  from. 

Thomas  also  appealed  from  the  action  of  the  local  office  rejecting  his 
application. 

The  action  of  the  register  in  rejecting  his  said  application  was  im- 
proper, as  ^'an  application  to  enter  filed  during  the  time  allowed  for 
such  appeal  should  be  received  subject  to  the  right  of  appeal,  but  not 
made  of  record  until  the  rights  of  the  former  cntrymau  arc  finally  de- 
termined, either  by  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  for  ai>peal,  or  by 
-the  judgment  of  the  appellate  tribunal."  John  H.  Keed,  6  L.  D.,  563 ; 
Henry  Ganger,  10  L.  D.,  221. 

The  rejection  of  Thomas'  application  to  enter  has  not  been  acted  upon 
by  your  office,  but  has  been  transmitted  to  this  Department  to  be  con- 
sidered in  connec  tion  with  the  other  record  in  the  case. 

The  judgment  of  this  Department  is  that  both  entries  of  Bathbun  be 
canceled,  the  contest  of  Thomas  dismissed,  and  his  application  to  enter, 
made  June  25, 1889,  admitted  to  record. 


PRE-EMPTION  ENTRY-SECTION  8860  R.  S. 

MiOHAEL  Campbell. 

A  pre-emptor  who  prior  to  the  eRtablishment  of  actual  rosidoDoe  od  his  claims  has  in 

good  faith  sold  the  land  on  which  he  formerly  resided,  is  not  within  the  eecoud 

inhibition  of  section  2260  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
The  validity  of  a  deed  made  in  good  faith  from  the  husband  to  the  wife  is  recognized 

by  the  Department,  if  valid  a  nder  the  laws  of  the  State  where  the  land  is  sitn- 

ated. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Ohandler  to  the  CommissioT^er  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  March  16, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Michael  Campbell,  on  his  appeal  from 
yonr  office  decision  of  September  7, 1888,  rejecting  his  final  proof  and 
holding  for  cancellation  his  pre  emption  declaratory  statement  for  the 
BE  i.  Sec.  3,  T.  7  S.,  E.  28  W.,  Oberlin  land  district,  Kansas. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  on  February  14, 1879,  claimant  made 
timber  culture  entiy  for  said  tract,  also  homestead  entry  for  the  NE  |, 
of  Sec.  10,  in  the  same  township  and  range.  He  made  final  proof  on 
his  homestead  entry  and  received  final  certificate  on  July  7,  1885.  On 
September  3,  same  year,  he  relinquished  his  timber  culture  entry  and 
filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the  same  tract.    He  made 
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final  proof  before  S.  O.  Waiizer,  probate  judge  and  ex  officio  clerk  of  the 
probate  court  of  Sheridan  county,  on  May  3,  1888.  When  this  was 
transmitted  to  the  local  officers,  they  (on  June  7,  1888,)  rejected  it,  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  removed  from  land  of  his  own  to  the  tract 
claimed  under  the  pre-emption  laws,  in  violation  of  the  inhibition  con- 
tained in  section  2260  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  From  their  action 
Campbell  appealed  to  your  office,  which  (September  7,  1888,)  sustained 
the  action  of  the  local  officers,  and  held  his  filing  for  cancellation.  He 
now  appeals  to  the  Department. 

In  his  final  proof  the  entryman  alleges  that  he  made  settlement  upon 
the  land  August  20, 1885,  when  he  broke  three  acres  of  land  and  com- 
menced a  house ;  and  that  he  *'  actually  moved  on  to  the  land  and  com- 
menced living  permanently  thereon  "  December  8,  same  year. 

In  the  record  appears  an  affidavit  executed  by  said  Campbell  on  July 
23,  1888,  in  which  he  states : 

That  on  the  15th  day  of  Angast,  18^S5,  ho  conveyed  said  laud  to  Mary  Campbell,  bis 
wife,  by  a  deed  of  ^neral  warranty ;  that  said  sale  was  made  in  ^ooi\  faith  and  with 
no  intention  to  fraudulently  obtain  the  land  from  the  United  States,  or  to  evade  its 
laws;  and  said  deed  did  operate  to  divest  affiaut  of  the  title  to  said  land  under  the 
statuto4)  of  Kansas,  which  provide  that  any  married  woman  may  hold  property  in  her 
own  right. 

Counsel  for  Campbell  contends,  in  substance,  that  the  sale  of  the 
homestead  to  his  wife  was  in  good  faith,  and  being  a  transaction  recog- 
nized as  legal  by  the  statutes  of  Kansas,  cannot,  of  itself,  be  considered 
an  affirmative  evidence  of  fraud  (citing  case  of  David  Lee,  8  L.  D.,  502); 
and  that,  having  made  said  bona  fide  sale  on  August  15, 1885,  and  not 
making  settlement  or  establishing  residence  on  his  pre-emption  claim 
until  some  time  afterward,  he  did  not  remove  from  land  of  his  own  to 
reside  upon  his  pre-emption  claim. 

The  case  of  Daviil  Lee  [Siipra)  is  similar  to  and  would  seem  to  rule 
the  case  at  bar.  Both  arose  in  the  State  of  Kansas ;  in  each  the  entry- 
man,  after  making  homestead  proof,  sold  the  land  to  his  wife.  There 
were  these  differences,  however:  Ijee,  when  he  initiated  his  pre  emption 
claim  by  settlement,  was  still  the  actual  owner  of  his  homestead  claim, 
while  Campbell  had  legally  disposed  of  his  homestead  claim  five  days 
before  settlement  upon  his  pre-emption  claim;  and  while  Lee  estab- 
lished actual  residence  on  his  preemption  claim  two  and  a  half  months 
after  conveying  his  homestead  to  his  wife,  Campbell  did  not  establish 
actual  residence  upon  his  pre-emption  claim  until  (December  8)  three 
months  and  three-quarters  after  deeding  his  homestead  to  his  wife 
(August  15).  In  the  Lee  case  it  was  said :  ''  The  disqualification  under 
the  second  clause  of  section  2260  of  the  Revised  Statutes  is  of  a  person 
who  quits  or  abandons  his  residence  on  his  own  land  to  reside  on  public 
land  in  the  same  State  or  Territory;"  and  it  was  held  that  he  was  not 
disqualified  to  make  a  preemption  filing. 

In  the  case  of  Lee,  the  laud  in  controversy  was  conveyed  to  Lis  wife 
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iodirectly  by  a  deed  from  himself  to  his  mother-in-law,  and  from  tbe 
latter  to  Mrs.  Lee ;  aud  in  the  decision,  reference  is  made  to  the  case  of 
Going  V.  Orns  (8  Kan.,  87),  in  which  it  was  held  that  <<  a  wife  may, 
through  the  interv'ention  of  a  trustee  or  third  person,  buy  from  her 
husband,  or  sell  to  him,  or  contract  with  him,  to  the  same  extent  that 
she  may  buy  from,  sell  to,  or  contract  with,  any  other  person.'' 

In  the  case  at  bar,  the  conveyance  was  made  directly  from  Campbell 
to  his  wife.  This,  however,*  in  no  way  invalidates  the  sale.  In  the  case 
of  Ogden  v.  Walters  (12  Kans.,  290),  the  supreme  court  said :  "A  mar- 
ried man  may  convey  real  estate  directly  to  his  wife,  where  it  is  right 
and  equitable  that  he  should  do  so,  and  where  such  conveyance  does 
not  interfere  with  the  rights  and  equities  of  third  persons."  The  doc- 
trine is  re-affirmed  in  Sproul  et  aL  v.  The  Atchison  National  Bank  (22 
Kans.,  336-9) ;  Lucy  Horder  et  al.  v.  George  W.  Border  et  al.  (23  Kans., 
391) ;  Tootle  1?.  Gold  well  (30  Kans.,  125) ;  Chapman  v.  Summerfteld  (36 
Kans.,  610) ;  and  numerous  other  cases  cited  in  those  above  named. 

For  the  reasons  given  in  the  case  of  Lee  {suprd)^  your  decision  of 
September  7, 1888,  in  the  case  of  Oampbell  is  hereby  reversed,  and  his 
entry  will  pass  to  patent  if  his  proof  is  found  to .  be  in  other  respects 
satisfactory. 

Since  the  date  of  your  decision  and  while  the  case  has  been  pending 
in  the  Department  on  appeal,  an  additional  affidavit,  executed  October 
21,  1889,  has  been  filed  in  the  case,  which  has  not  been  considered  in 
arriving  at  this  decision,  but  which  tends  to  corroborate  Campbell's 
good  faith  in  the  premises. 


timber  trespass  -act  of  march  8,  1801. 
Ctbus  B.  Rawson. 

Under  the  proviso  to  section  4,  act  of  June  3,  1878,  there  is  no  liability  for  timber 
cat  from  ansurveyed  mountain  land  aud  used  by  one  in  the  necessary  improve- 
ment of  his  own  land ;  and  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  the  fact  of  snch  use 
may  beset  np  in  defense  to  any  civil  or  crimiual  action  based  on  the  alleged  tres<^ 
pass. 

Secretary  Noble  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  March 

17, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  transmitting  the 
reports  from  Special  Agent  Jay  Cummings,  relative  to  a  proposition 
submitted  by  Cyrus  B.  Bawson  for  settlement  in  the  matter  of  a  public 
timber  trespass  charged  against  said  Cyrus  B.  Bawson  aud  Jacob  A. 
Shoemaker,  of  Bishop,  California,  to  the  extent  of  747,000  feet  of  timber 
cut  upon  nnsurveyed  mountain  lands  in  said  State. 

It  appears  from  the  papers  submitted  with  your  said  letter  that  this 
timber  was  cut  by  Bawson,  and  580,000  feet  of  it  were  manufactured 
into  lumber  and  used  by  him  in  improving  his  ranches,  by  building 
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houses,  bams,  grauaries,  corrals*  fences,  bridges,  flames,  weirs,  bead- 
gates,  etc.,  aud  that  167,000  feet  were  sold  to  neighbors  at  prices  vary* 
iug  from  nine  to  twenty  dollars  per  thousand  feet. 

The  special  agent  reports  that  the  trespass  was  not  maliciously  wilful, 
and  that  Eawson  had  been  told  ''that  one  special  agent,  cognizant  of 
the  circumstances,  had  said  that  if  men  were  willing  to  make  lumber 
under  such  difficulties,  they  were  entitled  to  it  aud  should  never  be 
molested  by  any  act  of  his.'' 

You  state  that  the  timber  involved  in  this  case  is  reported  as  of  no 
value  in  the  standing  tree  without  Bawson's  mill  and  flume  to  carry  it 
some  four  miles  down  into  the  valley,  and  that  the  value  per  thousand 
feet  of  said  timber  in  logs  is  reported  at  twenty-flve  cents  on  the  ground 
where  cut,  fiity  cents  at  the  saw*mill,  and  nine  to  twenty  dollars  at  the 
dump. 

Bawson  proposes  to  pay  on  the  basis  of  $1.75  per  thousand  feet  in 
settlement  for  the  167,000  feet  sold  to  the  settlers,  but  makes  no  propo- 
sition to  pay  for  the  580,000  feet  used  by  him  in  his  improvements,  the 
acceptance  of  which  is  recommended  by  the  special  agent. 

You  recommend  that  he  be  called  upon  to  submit  a  proposition  for 
the  settlement  of  747,000  feet  of  timber,  unless  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
his  ranches  being  devoid  of  timber  he  is  not  liable  under  the  proviso  to 
section  4  of  the  act  of  June  3, 1878  (20  8tat.,  89),  for  that  part  of  the 
timber  which  he  cut  and  sold. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  under  the  proviso  to  the  4th  section  of  the 
act  of  June  3, 1878,  Bawson  is  not  liable  for  any  of  said  timber  that  was 
used  by  him  for  building  and  other  necessary  improvements  made  upon 
his  own  land,  and  that  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  amend  section  8  of  an  act  approved  March  3, 1891,  entitled  'An 
act  to  repeal  timber  culture  laws,  and  for  other  purposes,'"  such  fact 
might  be  set  up  in  defense  to  any  criminal  or  civil  prosecution  brought 
against  him  for  such  alleged  trespass. 

I  therefore  direct  that  a  settlement  be  made  with  Bawson  for  the 
167,000  feet  of  timber  sold  to  others,  at  the  rate  for  which  he  would  be 
chargeable  in  cases  where  it  is  found  that  the  trespass  is  not  wilful. 


RAII.ROAD  liANDS-ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1887. 

Samuel  L.  Campbell. 

The  right  of  parebase  under  sectioo  5,  act  of  March  3, 1887,  is  intended  for  the  relief 
of  bona  fids  purchasers  from  a  railroad  company,  where  the  title  of  the  company 
fails  by  reason  of  the  land  being  excepted  from  the  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  March 

17,  1891. 

On  January  12,  1886,  George  F.  Eobinson's  timber  culture  entry  for 
the  SBJ  Sec.  1,  T.  102  N.,R.32  W.,  Worthington,  Minnesota,  was  held 
for  cancellation,  aud  the  applications  of  David  M.  Montgomery  and 
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Samuel  L.  Campbell  to  make  homestead  aud  timber  cultare  entries,  re- 
spectively, of  the  same  tract,  were  rejected.  Campbell  only  appealed 
from  this  judgment.  The  judgment  as  to  Robinson  and  Montgomery, 
therefore,  became  final.  Pending  the  appeal  of  Campbell  to  this  De- 
partment from  said  judgment,  he  filed  in  the  local  office,  on  February 
28,-  1888,  an  application  to  purchase  under  section  five  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  188  T  (24  Stats.,  556),  the  land  embraced  in  his  application  to 
make  timber  culture  entry,  aud  also  the  S^  of  the  SW^  of  the  same 
section.  This  application  was  transmitted  to  this  Department  for  con- 
sideration together  with  the  appeal  of  Campbell  from  your  judgment  of 
January  12,  1886. 

On  January  8,  1889,  this  Department  suspended  action  in  the  matter 
of  the  appeal  until  subh  time  as  the  application  to  purchase  should  be 
finally  disposeil  of.  (Sam'l  L.  Campbell,  8  L.  D.,  27.)  This  Department 
at  that  time  directed  the  application  and  the  remaining  papers  to  be 
returned  to  the  local  office,  prescribed  certain  rules  of  procedure  under 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1887,  supray  and  required  the  ap- 
])lication  to  be  passed  upon  regularly  by  the  register  and  receiver  and 
your  office. 

In  compliance  with  departmental  decision  above  referred  to,  the  local 
officers  allowed  Campbell  to  make  the  purchase  applied  for,  and  issued 
to  him  certificate  and  receipt  for  the  land  (SEJ  aud  SJ  of  SWJ,  Sec 
1,  T.  102  K,  K.  33  W.). 

Upon  examination  of  the  entry  and  proof  made  before  the  register 
and  receiver,  your  office,  on  August  28,  1890,  required  additional  proof 
respecting  Campbell's  purchase  of  the  land  from  the  railroad  company, 
which  was  furnished.  January  12, 1891,  you  report  proceedings  under 
departmental  decision  of  January  8, 1889,  and  express  the  opinion  that 
the  cash  entry  made  by  CamptTell  for  the  tract  above  described  should 
be  approved  and  passed  to  patent. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1887,  is  as  follows : 

That  where  any  said  coinpauy  shall  have  sold  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
persons  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  such  citizens,  as  a  part  of  its 
grant,  lands  not  conveyed  to  or  for  the  use  of  snch  company,  said  lands  being  the 
numbered  sections  prescribed  in  the  grant,  and  being  coterminous  with  the  constrnoted 
parts  of  said  road,  and  where  the  lands  so  sold  are  for  any  reason  excepted  from 
the  operation  of  the  grant  to  said  compauy,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser thereof  from  said  company  to  make  payment  to  the  United  States  for  said 
lands  at  the  ordinary  government  price  for  like  lands,  and  thereupon  patents  shall 
issue  therefor  to  the  said  bona  fide  purchaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns :  Prmfided,  That  all 
lands  shall  be  excepted  from  the  provisions  of  this  section  which  at  the  date  of  saoh 
sales  were  in  the  boua  fide  occupation  of  adverse  cl a i unfits  nnder  the  pre-emption  or 
homestead  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  whose  claims  and  occupation  have  not  since 
been  voluntarily  abandoned,  as  to  which  excepted  lauds  the  said  pre-emption  and 
homestead  claimants  shall  be  permitted  to  perfect  their  proofs  and  entries  and  re- 
ceive patents  therefor:  Provided  further^  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  lands 
settled  upon  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  by  persons  claiming  to  enter  the  same  under  the  settlement  laws  of  the  United 
StatoH,  ns  to  which  lands  the  parties  claiming  the  same  as  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled 
to  prove  up  aud  enter  tis  in  other  like  cases. 
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This  section  was  intended  to  aflPord  relief  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  those  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  snch  citi- 
zens, who  have  bought  lands  from  any  railroad  company,  which  lands 
being  situated  in  numbered  sections  prescribed  in  the  grant  for  the 
benefit  of  said  company,  and  being  coterminous  with  the  constructed 
parts  of  said  road,  are  for  any  reason  excepted  from  the  operation  of 
the  grant  to  said  company,  the  company  therefore  being  unable  to 
convey  to  the  purchaser  title  to  said  land. 

The  passage  of  this  statute  was  intended  to  afford  relief  to  all  such 
bona  fide  purchasers  by  allowing  them  to  make  payment  to  the  United 
States  for  said  lands  at  the  ordinary  government  price.  The  purpose 
of  the  statute  being  to  afford  relief  in  such  cases,  it  should  be  liberally 
construed  so  as  to  grant  the  relief  intended. 

The  record  of  the  hearing  had  on  the  application  to  purchase,  filed 
by  Campbell,  shows  that  in  May,  1879,  he  purchased  of  the  Southern 
Minnesota  Railway  Company  the  whole  of  section  1  of  township  102  N., 
range  32,  which  at  that  time  was  unoccupied,  and  entered  into  pos- 
session of  the  same,  placed  buildings  thereon  and  caused  breaking  to 
be  done.  The  improvements  made  by  him  on  the  section  are  estimated 
to  be  worth  $4,000.  It  clearly  appears  from  an  examination  of  his 
contract  with  the  railway  company  that  the  same  was  a  bona  fide  trans- 
action, wherein  he  agreed  to  pay  for  said  land  at  the  rate  of  $7  per 
acre,  he  to  receive  a  rebate  of  $3  per  acre  for  each  acre  of  the  land  he 
should  cause  to  be  cultivated  within  a  certain  time.  The  railroad  was 
built  coterminous  with  the  land  in  question  in  the  fall  of  1878. 

Section  1,  T.  102  K,  R.  32  W.,  is  within  the  tenmile  limits  of  the 
Southern  Minnesota  Railway  Company's  grant.  In  1880  the  company 
acquired  title  to  all  of  said  section  except  the  tracts  embraced  in  Camp- 
bell's application  to  purchase,  and  conveyed  the  same  to  Campbell. 

By  departmental  decision  of  October  30, 1884,  in  the  case  of  Southern 
Minnesota  Railway  Extension  Company  v,  Gallipean  (3  L.  D.,  166),  the 
land  sought  now  to  be  purchased  by  Campbell  was  declared  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant  to  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railway 
Company,  now  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railway  Extension  Company. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  the  parties  who  claimed  this  land 
and  who  were  the  cause  of  its  being  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the 
grant,  had  abandoned  it  before  Campbell  placed  his  improvements 
thereon.  His  improvements  consist  of  a  house  and  barn  and  breaking 
the  whole  of  the  SJ  SWJ  and  35  acres  of  the  SEJ  of  Sec.  1,  T.  102  K, 
R.  32  W.  In  the  purchase  of  the  other  part  of  said  section  from  the 
railway  company,  Campbell  received  no  credit  under  his  contract  for 
breaking  done  on  that  portion  of  the  section  here  in  question. 

The  testimony  given  at  the  hearing  shows  that  Campbell  has  com- 
plied with  the  regulations  to  purchase  as  prescribed  in  departmental 
decision  of  January  8,  1889,  and  in  the  circular  issued  from  your  office 
February  13,  1880,  following.  (8  L.  D.,  348;  see  also  instructions,  11 
L.  D.,  229.) 
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There  are  no  adverse  claimants  for  the  lands  in  question.  I  am  there- 
fore of  the  opinion  that  Campbell's  cash  entry  for  the  SE|  and  S^  of  the 
SWJ,  Sec.  1,  T.  102  N.,  E.  33  W.,  should  be  approved  for  patenting. 
This  action  disposes  of  the  tract  embraced  in  CaoipbelPs  appeal  from 
your  office  decision  dated  January  12, 1886,  rejecting' his  application  to 
make  timber  culture  entry ;  said  appeal  is  accordingly  dismissed. 


PRE-EMPTION  ENTRY-BONA  FIDE  PURCHASER. 

AxFORD  V.  Shanks  et  al. 

A  pre-emption  entry,  against  which  there  is  no  adverse  claim  pending  at  date  of 
entry^  is  confirmed  by  section  7,  act  of  March  3, 1891,  where  the  land  after  entry, 
and  before  March  1^  lh88,  is  sold  to  skhanafide  purchaser  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  tJie  General 

Land  Office^  March,  18  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  A.  J.  Preston  and  I.  S.  Eeator,  trans* 
ferees,  from  your  decision  dated  Au|cust  10,  1889,  holding  for  cancella- 
tion the  pre-emption  cash  entry  of  David  Shanks  for  the  SW.  i  of  Sec. 
34,  T.  115  K,  R.  62  W.,  Watertown,  South  Dakota. 

The  record  shows  that  he  made  a  pre-emption  filing  on  the  land  in 
question  May  1, 1879,  alleging  settlement  thereon  the  same  day. 

On  February  17. 1880,  he  made  cash  entry  for  the  same,  receiving 
receipt  and  final  certificate  therefor. 

May  28, 1887,  Biohanl  H.  Axford  initiated  a  contest  against  said 
entry.  In  his  affidavit  of  contest  he  alleges,  in  substance,  that  Shanks 
never  established  a  residence  on  said  land ;  that  there  was  no  house  on 
the  land  before  or  at  the  time  he  made  said  entry;  that  there  never  were 
any  improvements  made  on  said  land,  and  no  breaking  done  thereon 
before  the  time  said  entry  was  made. 

The  affidavits  of  contest  were  forwarded  to  your  office  by  the  local  offi- 
cers. A  hearing  was  ordered,  which  was  duly  had  before  the  register 
and  receiver  on  October  26,  1887,  at  which  the  contestant  appeared  in 
person  and  by  attorney,  and  the  claimant  appeared  by  his  attorneys, 
Seward  and  Eddy. 

Considering  the  testimony  submitted,  the  local  officers,  on  December 
8,  1887,  recommended  the  entry  for  cancellation. 

The  matter  coming  before  your  office  for  action,  upon  appeal  yon 
affirmed  the  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver,  from  which  an  appeal 
has  been  Uiken  to  this  Department,  and  A.J.  Preston  and  I.  S.  Keator, 
claiming  to  be  the  transferees  of  the  tract  in  question,  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  have,  by  com  plying  with  rule  102  of  the  Bules  of  Prac- 
tice, intervened  and  become  parties  to  the  case. 

Said  entry  was  made  more  than  eight  yqars  before  the  hearing  was 
had  on  said  contest.  The  proof  was  regular  and  formal,  and  was  ad- 
judged at  the  time  by  the  register  and  receiver  to  be  sufficient.    It  has 
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been  allowed  to  stand  all  these  years,  and  the  presumption  in  favor  of 
its  validity  should  only  be  overcome  by  clear  and  positive  testimony. 

Contestant's  evidence  consists  of  the  statements  made  by  two  wit- 
nesses, Prank  Houghton  and  Leverett  O.  Smith.  Both  of  these  wit- 
nesses, as  appears  from  the  description  of  their  residences  as  disclosed 
in  the  testimony,  lived  about  four  miles  from  the  land  in  question. 
Houghton's  testimony  shows  that  he  did  not  seethe  tract  until  October 
27,  1879,  when  he  says  he  crossed  it  in  the  morning  and  again  on  his 
way  back  at  night.  Smith  was  with  him  that  day.  It  is  shown  by  the 
cross-examination  of  both  of  these  witnesses,  that  neither  of  them  saw 
the  land  at  any  other  time  from  the  date  of  Shank's  settlement  until 
his  entry  was  made.  They  were  together  and  passed  over  the  tract 
twice  the  same  day. 

The  burden  of  proof  is  on  contestant  to  show  the  truth  of  the  mat- 
ters alleged  in  his  affidavit  of  contest  by  such  a  weight  of  evidence  as 
to  carry  conviction  to  the  mind  that  the  entry  was  fraudulently  made. 

It  is  shown  by  an  affidavit  filed  by  I.  S.  Keator,  the  original  trans- 
feree in  the  case,  that : 

on  the  fifth  day  of  Maroh,  1880,  he  puTchased  from  David  Shanks  the  SW.  i  of  Seo.  34, 
T.  115  N.,  R.  52  W.,  embraced  in  cash  entry  No.  2927,  in  the  Watertown  land  district, 
Dakota;  That  said  purchase  was  made  in  good  faith  and  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, that  since  said  purchase  deponent  has  transferred  an  undivided  half  interest  iu 
said  land  to  George  C.  Preston,  and  he  to  A.  J.  Preston,  and  that  said  A.  J.  Preston 
and  deponent  are  now  the  owners  thereof. 

Proof  and  payment  were  made  and  final  certificate  was  issued  to 
Shanks  February  17, 1880.  There  were  no  adverse  claims  prior  to  or 
at  the  time  of  entry.  The  tract  was  purchased  by  Keator  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  March,  1888,  to  wit:  March  5, 1880.  No  fraud  is  charged 
or  has  been  found  against  the  good  failh  of  the  purchaser.  It  will, 
therefore,  not  be  necessary  to  decide  the  case  as  it  stood  at  the  time 
your  office  passed  upon  it,  since  section  seven  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  3,  1801,  among  other  things  provides  that, 

All  entries  made  under  the  pre-emption,  homestead,  desert  land  or  timber- culture 
laws,  in  which  final  proof  and  payment  have  been  made  and  certificate  issued,  and 
to  which  there  are  no  adverse  claims  originating  prior  to  the  fiual  entry  and  which 
have  been  sold  and  encumbered  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  March,  1888,  and  after  final 
entry  to  bona  fide  purchasers,  or  encumbrancers,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  shall, 
unless  upon  investigation  by  a  government  agent,  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser 
has  been  found,  be  confirmed  and  patented  upon  presentation  of  satisfactory  proof  to 
the  land  department  of  such  sale  or  encumbrance. 

and  inasmuch  as  at  the  time  this  entry  was  made,  there  was  no  contest 
pending,  and  as  a  sale  of  the  tract  was  made  before  the  1st  day  of 
March,  1888,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  and  the  affidavit  of  said  Kea- 
tor shows  that  the  purchase  was  made  in  good  faith,  I  am  satisfied  that 
this  entry  is  protected  by  said  section  and  should  pass  to  patent,  as  I 
am  satisfied  without  further  proof  on  the  part  of  the  transferees  by  way 
of  making  profert  of  their  deeds  of  conveyance  that  the  eutryman  made 
sale  of  the  tract  as  set  out  in  said  affidavit. 


252  DECISIONS   RELATING  TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

For  these  reasons  your  jadgment  must  be  reversed.  The  papers  in 
the  case  are  returned  herewith  to  your  office  for  appropriate  action 
under  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  above  referred  to. 


PFBLICATION  AND  PROMULGATION  OF  LAND  DECISIONS. 

ABY  V.   IDDINGS. 

The  publication  of  a  departmental  decision  in  the  "  Land  Decisions"  is  not  equiva- 
lent to  an  official  promulgation  of  said  decision. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  March  19, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  A.  Ary  v.  William  T.  Iddin^s 
involving  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  29,  T.  25  S.,  E.  17  W.,  Larned  land  district, 
Kansas. 

The  tract  described  is  one  for  which  Patrick  Sweeney  filed  pre  emp- 
tion  declaratory  statement  February  23,  1884,  alleging  settlement  the 
preceding  day.  On  December  21,  1885,  he  published  notice  of  inten- 
tion to  make  proof  February  17,  1886.  On  January  26,  preceding:, 
Iddings  filed  protest  against  the  acceptance  of  any  proof  to  be  made  by 
Sweeney,  alleging  that  Sweeney  was  not  a  qualified  pre-emptor,  having 
moved  from  land  of  his  own  (in  Kansas)  to  the  land  covered  by  his  pre- 
emption filing.  At  the  same  time  Iddings  made  homestead  application 
to  enter  the  tract.  The  application  was  held  in  abeyance  pending 
Sweeney's  final  proof;  and  no  money  was  tendered.  Iddings  being 
informed  (he  alleges)  by  the  chief  clerk  in  the  local  office  that  it  was 
not  necessary ;  that  the  filing  by  Sweeney  of  notice  of  final  proof  "  was 
a  part  of  the  final  proof,  and  appropriated  the  laud,  and  withdrew  it 
from  entry  for  the  time  being  and  until  February  17,  1886,  when  if 
Sweeney  did  not  offer  proof  affiant  could  make  entry  of  the  land,"  and 
could  then  pay  the  entry  fees  and  commissions.  Sweeney  did  not  make 
proof  February  17;  and  on  that  day  Iddings  again  presented  his  home- 
stead application,  which  was  rejected,  on  the  ground  that  on  Februar^^ 
13,  Sweeney  had  relinquished  and  one  Mary  Burns  had  made  entry  of 
the  tract. 

From  this  action  of  the  local  officers  Iddings  appealed  to  your  office, 
which  decided  against  him.  (July  2, 1886).  He  appealed  to  the  Depart- 
ment, which  (February  18, 1889 — 8  L.  D.,  224),  affirmed  your  decision 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  complied  with  only  two  of  the  three  statu- 
tory requirements  forming  an  essential  part  of  the  entry,  but  had  failed 
to  comply  with  the  third — i.  e.,  he  had  not  paid  or  tendered  the  fees 
and  commissions. 

When  said  departmental  decision  was  sent  to  your  office,  before  pro- 
mulgating it  you  directed  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  fact 
that,  prior  to  its  rendiiion,  said  Burns,  on  October  19, 1887,  ha4  re- 
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linqaished  her  entry,  and  that  on  the  same  day  application  had  been 
made  by  John  A.  Ary  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  same,  which 
application  the  local  officers  I'efused ;  and  you  requested  instractioos 
what  coarse  to  pursue  in  the  premises. 

The  Department,  on  June  5, 1889  (8'L.D.,  559,  instructed  your  office, 
in  substance,  that  the  local  officers  had  acted  properly  in  rejecting 
Ary's  application,  inasmuch  as  ^<  the  proceedings  in  this  case  were  in 
the  nature  of  a  contest,  and  after  the  local  officers  have  rendered  a 
judgment  in  a  contest  case,  they  can  take  no  further  action  affectiug 
the  disposal  of  the  land  in  controversy  until  instructed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner (Rule  53  of  Practice) " ;  that 

The  equities  iu  the  case  are  in  favor  of  Iddings,  who  was  the  first  applicant  and 
whose  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  when  first  presented  to  them  ; 
he  has  ever  since  earnestly  insisted  on  his  right  to  enter  the  tract  in  qnestion ;  and 
Bums  having  relinquished,  the  tract  is  now  free  from  any  entry  of  record,  and  in  the 
record  before  me  I  perceive  no  reason  why  the  homestead  application  of  Iddings, 
made  January  !;J6,  1886,  shonld  not  be  placed  of  record,  upon  payment  of  the  fees 
required  by  law. 

Before  the  rendition  of  the  decision  above  quoted  from,  however,  the 
local  officers,  on  April  23,  1889,  allowed  said  Ary  to  make  homestead 
entry  of  the  tract.  Your  office,  by  letter  of  October  2, 1889,  held  that 
their  action  *'  in  permitting  Ary's  claim  to  become  of  record  under  these 
circumstaDces  was  irregular,  aud  should  not  prejudice  the  right  of 
Iddings,  persistently  maintained  as  it  has  been  by  him.'' 

From  this  decision  of  your  office  Ary  appealed. 

The  explanation  of  the  premature  allowance  of  Ary's  application  to 
enter  appears  to  be  this: 

Upon  the  rendition  of  the  first  departmental  judgment  (adverse  to 
Iddings),  it  was  printed  in  the  Land  Decisions  (vol.  8,  p.  224,  supra). 
Ary  thereupon  renewed  his  application  to  enter;  and  the  local  officers, 
npon  the  authority  of  said  printed  decision,  accepted  the  entry.  But 
your  office,  instead  of  promulgatiug  said  decision,  returned  it  to  the 
Department  for  instructious,  as  hereinbefore  stated,  in  view  of  the 
changed  condition  of  affairs  (Burns'  relinquishment).  Hence  said  de- 
partmental decision  was  not  promulgated  until  that  of  June  5, 1889, 
was  rendered — after  which  both  judgments  were  sent  by  ypur  office  to 
the  local  land' office.  But  long  before  they  reached  there,  Ary,  in  view 
of  the  printed  decision  of  February  18,  1889,  had  been  allowed  to  make 
entry — while  the  subsequent  decision  of  June  5, 1889,  had  directed  the 
allowance  of  Iddings'  application. 

Ary's  appeal  is  based  upon  the  ground  that  your  office  erred  {inter 
alia) : 

Jn  finding  that  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiTe^  in  permitting  appellant's 
/olaim  to  become  of  record  was  irregular,  as  the  Department  decision  of  February  18, 
1889,  denying  the  right  of  Iddings  to  enter  the  land,  had  been  duly  promulgated  by 
publication  in  the  of&uiul  paper  of  the  Dcpai-tment,  upon  the  correctness  of  whic)i  tU^ 
i^id  officials  had  a  right  to  rol^. 
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The  publicatioQ  of  the  decisioDS  of  this  Department  in  the  volamo 
above  referred  to,  is  not  equivalent  to  their  promulgation.  In  the  great 
majority  of  cases  where  decisions  are  printed  therein,  they  are  so  printed 
before  your  office  has  found  time  to  promulgate  them ;  not  unfrequently 
they  are  in  print  before  your  office  has  received  a  copy,  on  account  of 
the  insufficient  force  in  the  Department  and  in  your  office  necessary  to 
perform  the  preliminary  clerical  labor  of  copying  and  making  the  requi- 
site notations  on  the  public  records,  etc.  To  hold  that  such  printing  is 
equivalent  to  an  official  promulgation  would  obviously  introduce  inter- 
minable confusion  into  the  practice  of  the  land  department. 

It  is  further  alleged  that  your  office  erred : 

la  ordering  the  cancellation  of  the  homestead  entry  of  appellant  witbont  gpranting 
him  a  hearing  to  sustain  its  validity ;  thereby  depriving  him  of  his  home  and  valu- 
able improvements  made  by  him  on  said  land,  without  having  his  day  in  conrt. 

This  point  would  be  well  taken  if  the  case  were  such  that  a  hearing 
could  throw  any  additional  light  upon  the  matter.  But  all  the  facts 
having  a  bearing  thereon  are  well  known.  Ary's  appeal  in  this  case  is 
practically  an  appeal  to  the  Department  from  its  own  decision  of  June 
5,  1889,  holding  that  he  had  no  rights  in  the  premises.  Said  decision 
concluded  by  directing  your  office  to — 

Notify  Ary  hereof,  and  inform  him  that  he  will  be  allowed  thirty  days  from  notice 
to  show  cause,  if  any  he  have  different  from  the  questions  presented  by  this  record, 
why  his  application  should  not  be  finally  rejected. 

If  the  appeal  of  Ary  be  considered  as  a  response  to  the  above  invi- 
tation, it  clearly  fails  to  show  cause,  different  from  the  questions  pre* 
viously  presented  in  the  record,  why  his  application  should  not  be  re* 
jected — or,  as  it  has  been  improperly  received,  why  it  should  not  be  can* 
celed.  Ary  had  *'  his  day  in  court"  before  the  rendition  of  the  depart* 
mental  decision  of  June  5, 1889. 

Your  judgment  is  therefore  affirmed. 


RAIIiBOAD  GBANT— FORFKITUBB  ACT— INSTRUCTIONS. 

Tennessee  and  Coosa  E.  R.  Co. 

The  construction  of  a  fractional  part  of  a  section  of  twenty  miles,  the  whole  road 
not  being  completed,  does  not  entitle  the  company  to  any  lands  under  the  grant 
ofJnne  3, 1856. 

The  failure  of  the  company  to  construct  any  portion  of  the  road  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  grant,  renders  it  subject  to  the  forfeiture  act  of  September  29, 
1890,  not  only  as  to  the  uncertifled  lands,  but  also  as  to  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty  sections  certified  in  advance  of  construction,  provided  such  sections  are 
in  the  possession  and  control  of  the  State  or  company,  and  have  not  been  sold  to 
innocent  purchasers  for  value. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  oftJ^  General  Land  Office^  January 

30, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  December  12, 1890,  relative  to  the 
forfeiture  of  land  grants  made  to  aicl  m  tUe  coqstruction  of  railroadsi 
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declared  by  the  act  of  September  29,  1890  (26  Stat.,  496),  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  grant  made  under  the  act  of  Jane  3, 1856  (11  Stat.,  17),  to 
the  State  of  Alabama,  to  aid  in  the  constraction  of  a  railroad  from  the 
Tennessee  river,  at  or  near  Canter's  Landing,  to  Gadsden  09  the  Coosa 
river,  which  wns  conferred  upon  the  Tennessee  and  Coosa  Railroad 
Company,  and  which  was  definitely  located  Janaary  IS,  1859,  from 
Gadsden  to  Guntersville  a  distance  of  36.5  miles. 

Yoa  also  forward  the  certificate  of  the  governor  of  Alabama,  to  the 
effect  that  prior  to  September  29, 1890,  the  Tennessee  and  Coosa  Kail- 
road 

had  been  coustracted  and  completed,  and  was  in  operation  from  Gadsden  north- 
wardly for  a  distance  of  ten  and  twenty -two  hundreths  miles,  as  follows:  From  tlie 
Coosa  river  in  section  3,  T.  12,  R.  6  £.,  to  Littleton  in  section  20,  T.  11,  R.  5  £.  Tbe 
completed  portion  of  said  railroad  passing  through  sections  3,  4,  5  and  6,  T.  12,  R.  0 
£.,  sections  1,  2, 3,  and  4,T.  12,  R.  5  £.  and  sections  34,  33,  28,  21,  20,  T.  11,  R.  5£. 
This  certificate  is  made  so  that  the  government  being  informed  of  the  facts,  may  take 
8uoh  action  as  may  be  deemed  appropriate  and  lawful  in  the  premises. 

The  act  of  June  3, 1856,  supra^  granted  to  tbe  State  of  Alabama,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  said  road,  ^' Every  alternate  section  of  lands 
designated  by  odd  numbers,  for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of 
said  road,"  and  provided  for  the  selection  of  indemnity  lands  within  the 
limit  of  fifteen  miles  from  the  line  of  said  road,  in  lieu  of  the  odd  sec- 
tions within  the  six  mile  limit,  which  had  been  sold  or  to  which  the 
right  of  pre-emption  had  attached,  when  the  route  of  the  road  was 
definitely  fixed. 

Tbe  granting  section  also  contained  tbe  proviso : 

That  the  lands  hereby  granted  for  and  on  account  of  said  roads,  severally,  shall  be 
exclnsi  vely  applied  in  the  construction  of  that  road  for  and  on  account  of  which  such 
lands  are  hereby  granted,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  only  as  the  work  progresses,  and 
the  same  shall  be  applied  to  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

The  4th  section  of  the  act  provided : 

That  the  lands  hereby  granted  to  said  State  shall  be  disposed  of  by  said  State  only 
in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say:  That  a  qnantity  of  land,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  twenty  sections  for  each  of  said  roads,  and  included  witliin  a  con- 
tinuous length  of  twenty  miles  of  each  of  said  roads,  may  be  sold ;  and  when  the 
governor  of  said  State  shall  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  any  twenty 
continuous  miles  of  any  of  said  roads  is  completed,  then  another  qnantity  of  land 
hereby  granted,  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections  for  each  of  said  roads 
having  twenty  continuous  miles  completed  as  aforesaid,  and  included  within  a  con- 
tinnons  length  of  twenty  miles  of  each  of  said  roads,  may  be  sold ;  and  so  from  time 
^  time,  until  said  roads  are  completed ;  and  if  any  of  said  roads  is  not  completed 
within  ten  yean^  no  further  sale  shall  be  made,  and  the  lands  unsold  shall  revert  to 
the  United  States. 

Ko  portioi^  qf  thi^  roa4  wq«  coifstrcfcted  within  the  time  limited  by 
the  grant  for  the  coii)ple(iion  qf  tUe  rq^d  (1866),  but,  on  June  27,  1860, 
67,784.96  acres  of  lan^,  as  shown  by  yonr  letter,  ^rere  certified  to  the 
Sta^e  of  Alabama  fqr  this  grant,  iq  accqrds^nce  with  the  fourth  section 
pf  tbe  granting  act^  which  you  sa^  are,  with  the  exceptioq  of  eight;  Umu- 
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dred  acres,  coterminous  with  twenty  miles  of  said  road,  beginning  at 
Guutersville  and  running  south,  and  wbicb,  as  shown  by  the  map  of 
location  of  said  road,  appear  to  be  ^^  included  within  a  continuous  length, 
of  twenty  miles  of  the  line  of  definite  location. 

That  part  of  the  road  which  has  been  constructed  commences  at  Gads- 
den and  runs  in  a  northerly  direction  a  distance  of  ten  and  twenty-two 
hundredths  miles.  Hence,  the  lauds  certified  to  the  State  on  account 
of  this  grant  are  opposite  to  and  coterminous  with  the  portion  of  the 
road  not  completed,  and  in  operation  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  September  29,  1890,  supra. 

Upon  these  facts,  your  letter  of  December  12,  1890,  presents  the 
question,  as  to  whether  the  company  is  entitled  to  any  portion  of  the 
grant,  having  failed  to  complete  a  continuous  length  of  twenty  miles  of 
road  prior  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  grant,  and,  also,  the  further  questions, 
presented  by  counsel,  in  their  brief,  for  the  alleged  purchasers  of  said 
lands,  to  wit : 

First.  Were  the  first  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections  of  land  authorized  to  be 
sold  before  the  road  was  built,  by  the  act  of  1856,  and  sold  under  such  authority,  for- 
feited by  the  act  of  September  i29,  1890  ? 

Second.  As  this  first  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections  of  land  is  covered  by  ont- 
standing  certified  lists,  the  equivalent  in  law  to  patents,  can  these  lands  be  entered 
by  settlers,  etc.,  or  disposed  of  by  the  Land  Department,  until  after  such  outstand- 
ing legal  titles  have  been  set  aside  by  the  judgment  of  a  competent  judicial  tribunal  T 

The  act  of  September  29, 1890,  provides : 

That  there  is  hereby  forfeited  to  the  United  States  and  the  United  States  hereby 
resumes  the  title  thereto,  all  lands  heretofore  granted  to  any  State  or  to  any  corpo- 
ration to  aid  in  the  constniction  of  a  railroad  opposite  to  and  coterminous  with  the 
portion  of  any  such  railroad  not  now  completed,  and  in  operation,  for  the  constrao- 
tion  or  benefit  of  which  saoh  lauds  were  granted  ;  and  all  such  lands  are  declared 
to  be  part  of  the  public  domain. 

While  this  act  forfeited  the  grant  and  restored  to  the  gOTernmcnt 
the  title  to  all  the  lands  opposite  to  and  coterminous  with  any  portion 
of  the  road  not  completed,  and  in  operation  at  the  date  of  the  act,  it 
did  not  confirm  the  grant  to  the  State  or  corporation  as  to  the  lands 
lying  opposite  to  and  coterminous  with  the  completed  portions  of  the 
road,  but  the  right  of  the  State  or  corporation  to  such  lands  must  de- 
pend upon  whether  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  grant  have  been  so 
far  complied  with  as  to  entitle  them  to  any  lands.  In  this  case,  the 
grant  provided  that  a  quantity  of  lands,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  twenty  sections,  and  included  within  a  continuous  length  of  twenty 
miles  of  the  road,  might  be  sold ;  and  when  the  governor  of  the  State 
should  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  any  twenty  contin- 
uous miles  of  the  road  were  completed,  then  another  quantity  of  land 
granted  may  be  sold,  and  so. on,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  road  is 
completed. 

The  intention  of  Congress,  in  providing  that  one  hundred  and  twenty 
sections  included  within  a  continuous  length  of  twenty  miles  of  the  roa4^ 

plight  be  sold  In  ^4y?m99  9t  the  constructioi^  of  any  part  of  the  ro^. 

■'■■••'•••    •  ■■  I 
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was  to  famish  aid  for  such  preliminary  work  as  would  be  roqaired  before  the  con- 
struction of  any  part  of  the  road  ....  ,  relying  on  the  e^ood  faith  of  the  State 
to  see  that  the  proceeds  were  applied  for  the  purjioses  contemplated  by  the  act. 
(Railroad  Land  Company  v.  Conrtright,  21  Wall.,  316). 

Bnt  it  was  also  intended  that  these  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections 
should  be  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  grant  for  the  first  twenty  miles  of 
the  road  completed,  whether  the  lands  were  or  were  not  coterminous 
therewith.  As  to  that  part  of  the  road  no  other  or  further  grant  was 
made.  If,  therefore,  no  part  of  the  road  has  beeu  completed,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  grant,  and  the  time  has  ex- 
pired within  which  the  company  was  required  to  complete  the  road,  the 
grant  would  be  subject  to  forfeiture,  not  only  as  to  the  lauds  which 
have  not  been  certified,  but  also  as  to  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  sec- 
tions-certified  in  advance  of  the  construction  of  any  part  of  the  road, 
provided  said  sections  are  in  the  possession  and  control  of  the  State  or 
the  railroad  company,  and  have  not  been  sold  to  innocent  purchasers 
for  value.  A  material  question,  therefore,  is,  whether  this  company 
has  constructed  any  part  of  its  road  of  such  a  continuous  length  as  to 
entitle  it  to  any  part  of  the  grant,  or,  in  other  words,  has  the  company 
earned  any  land  by  the  construction  of  a  fractional  part  of  a  section  of 
twenty  miles,  the  whole  road  not  being  completed. 

This  question  came  before  the  Department  in  the  case  of  the  Sioux 
City  and  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company  (6  L.  D.,  47j,  involving  the  con- 
struction of  the  grant  of  May  12, 1864,  to  the  State  of  Iowa  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  two  roads  named  therein,  which  provided  that  when  the 
governor  of  said  State  shall  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that 
any  section  of  ten  consecutive  miles  of  either  of  said  roads  is  completed 
in  a  good,  substantial  and  workmanlike  manner  as  a  first  class  railroad, 
then  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  issue  to  the  State  patents  for 
one  hundred  sections  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  road  having  com- 
pleted ten  consecutive  miles  as  aforesaid,  and  so  on  until  said  roads,  or 
either  of  them,  are  completed. 

The  Sioux  City  and  St.  Paul  Bailroad  Company,  the  beneficiary  of 
tho  grant  for  one  of  said  roads,  failed  to  complete  its  road,  but  con- 
structed it  a  distance  of  fifty-six  and  a  quarter  miles,  stopping  at  Le 
-Mars,  about  f  wenty-six  miles  distant  from  the  point  to  which  it  should 
have  been  constructed.  Five  sections  of  ten  miles  each  had  been  certi- 
fied to  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  the  road  as  completed,  and  the  ques- 
tion that  came  before  the  Department  was,  whether  it  was  entitled 
to  the  remaining  six  and  one-quarter  miles.  Upon  this  question  the 
Secretary  held  there  was  no  authority  for  patenting  lands  under  this 
grant,  except  upon  the  certification  of  the  governor  that  ten  consecutive 
miles  of  road  had  been  completed,  and  that  the  only  provision  for  the 
disposition  of  lands  for  a  fractional  part  of  ten  miles  is  after  the  road  is 
completed,  when  the  whole  of  the  lands  granted  shall  be  patented. 
Jhe  failure  of  the  company  to  secure  title  to  lands  for  the  firactioual 
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section  of  tea  miles  was  tbe  legal  consequence  of  its  own  act  in  estab- 
lisbing  a  terminus  short  of  the  point  to  which  under  the  grant  it  should 
have  been  constructed.  The  case  now  under  consideration  is  controlled 
by  this  ruling. 

The  purpose  in  making  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Alabama  to  aid  iu 
tbe  construction  of  this  road  was  to  open  up  an  important  highway  by 
making  a  railroad  connection  of  the  Tennessee  nver  with  the  Coosa 
river,  between  Gadsden  and  Gunter's  Lauding,  now  Guntcrsville,  which 
could  not  be  accomplished  by  building  part  of  the  road ;  but  Congress, 
relying  upon  the  good  faith  of  the  State  to  see  that  the  lands  were  ex- 
clusively applied  to  the  construction  of  the  road,  and  that  they  would 
be  disposed  of  for  tluit  purpose  and  no  other,  authorized  the  Land  De- 
partment to  certify  to  the  State,  in  advance  of  the  construction  of  any 
part  of  the  road,  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections  for  the  first  twenty 
miles  of  the  road,  and  that  when  twenty  continuous  miles  were  com- 
pleted, another  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections  should  be  certified, 
and  so  on  until  the  road  should  be  completed. 

If  the  twenty  continuous  miles  of  road  had  been  completed,  the  com- 
pany would  have  been  entitled  to  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections 
that  had  been  certified,  and  if  the  road  had  been  completed,  it  would 
also  have  been  entitled  to  the  additional  quantity  of  six  sections  per 
mile  for  the  remaining  1G.5  miles  of  road.  This  would  be  the  full  quan- 
tity to  which  it  would  have  been  entitled  for  the  entire  road,  as  the 
whole  length. is  only  36.5  miles. 

As  to  the  points  raised  in  the  brief  of  counsel,  I  think  it  is  well  set- 
tled that  if  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections  certified  to  the  State 
have  been  sold  to  bona  fide  purchasers,  under  the  authority  contained 
in  the  4th  section  of  the  granting  ivct,  these  sections  are  not  in  any 
manner  afiected  by  the  forfeiture  act,  for  the  reason  that  the  act  of 
Congress  making  the  grant  authorized  the  sale  of  said  one  hundred 
and  twenty  sections  in  advance  of  the  construction  of  any  part  of  the 
road,  free  from  any  restriction  as  to  what  part  of  the  road  the  lands 
should  be  taken,  provided  they  were  included  in  a  continuous  length 
of  twenty  miles  on  each  side  of  said  road,  and  the  purchnsers  of  said  sec- 
tions took  a  valid  title  to  the  property,  although  no  part  of  the  road 
was  constructed  at  the  time,  which,  if  in  the  hands  of  bona  fide  pur- 
chasers at  the  date  of  the  forfeiture  act  of  September  29,  1890,  was  not 
in  any  manner  affected  by  said  act  forfeiting  the  grant  to  the  State  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  said  road.  This  question  was  directly  de- 
cided by  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  Railroad  Land  Company  r. 
Courtright,  supra^  involving  the  question  as  to  the  right  of  purchasers 
of  lands  certified  to  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad  company 
in  advance  of  the  construction  of  any  part  of  the  road,  made  under  a 
grant  containing  the  same  provisions  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
granted. 

But  if  said  sactipns .are  still  in  the  possession  and  control  of  the  State 
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of  Alabama  or  the  company,  or  have  not  be  sold  to  bona  fide  purchasers 
iu  accordance  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  grant,  they  are,  in  , 
my  opinion,  utt'ected.  by  the  forfeiture  act  of  September  29, 1890,  as  no 
part  of  the  road  has  been  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  the  act. 

With  your  letter  yon  transmit  a  communication  from  Mr.  Willis  W. 
Gurry,  to  the  effect  that  part  of  the  lands  was  sold  to  members  of  the 
company,  with  the  intention  to  avoid  a  forfeiture,  and  since  the  matter 
hsis  been  pending  before  me  the  Attorney  General  has  referred  for  my 
consideration  a  letter  from  the  United  States  district  attorney  for  the 
northern  and  middle  districts  of  Alabama,  stating  that  the  lands  are 
now  held  by  one  Carlisle  under  a  fraudulent  conveyance,  made  by  the 
directors  of  the  road,  which  he  is  satis6ed  can  be  proven.  He  further 
states  that  since  the  passage  of  the  forfeiture  act,  Carlisle  is  endeavor- 
ing to  sell  these  lands  to  some  one  who  can  claim  to  be  a  purchaser 
without  notice,  and  sug^^csts  that  a  bill  be  tiled  to  set  aside  these  con- 
veyances to  Carlisle. 

Without  passing  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  the  act  of  Septem- 
bejb  29, 1890,  proptHo  vigorcj  restored  to  the  United  States  the  title  to 
the  lands  forfeited  thereby,  ur  whether  further  proceedings  in  the  courts 
are  necessary  to  perfect  the  title  of  the  government  thereto,  or  to  enable 
it  to  dispose  of  said  lands,  I  deem  it  proper  in  the  present  case,  inas- 
much as  the  question  depends  upon  whether  these  lands  have  been 
conveyed  to  bona  fide  purchasers  or  not,  to  submit  the  entire  question 
to  the  Attorney-General,  that  proceedings  may  be  instituted  in  the 
courts  to  determine  whether  the  same  is  now  subject  to  forfeiture  and 
the  rights  of  all  parties  in  interest  To  this  end,  yon  will  make  up  a 
record  for  the  guidance  and  information  of  the  Attorney-General,  con- 
taining copies  of  all  palters  that  may  be  of  assistance  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  questions  and  to  enable  the  District  Attorney  to  prepare  a 
bill,  if  such  proceedings  should  be  deemed  advisable  by  the  Attoruey- 
GeneraL 
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CHiGAao,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaua  Ry.  Co. 

HodiGcation  of  fornior  directiouH^in  the  matter  of  the  restorattou  and  dittpositiou  of 
lands  heretofore  withdrawn  and  not  required  in  satisfaction  of  the  grant  to  Naid 
company. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  GommiHsioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office^  March 

11,  1891. 

lam  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  February  12,  1891,  in  relation  to  the 
^^restoration  of  lands  heretofore  withdrawn  and  not  needed  in  ssitisfai^- 
tiou  oi  the  ^rant  lor  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Miuueax)oiis  and  Omaha 
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Eailway  Company,"  and  the  same  bas  been  considered.  Ton  urge  a 
modification  of  the  former  directions  given  in  this  matter  becaitse — 

it  is  apparent  that  anless  some  rnle  is  devised  to  gaide  the  local  officers  in  disposing 
of  the  lauds,  that,  dae  to  the  conflicting  advice  of  attorneys,  innumerable  conflicts 
will  arise  and  great  confusion  prevail,  and  perhaps  bloodshed. 

With  yonr  letter  is  sent  one  from  the  register  and  receiver  at  the 
district  oifice  to  the  same  effect,  and  this  Department  has  also  received 
information  of  like  import. 

It  therefore  seems  proper  that  the  legal  status  of  this  land  should  be 
ipade  clear,  and  more  specific  instructions  issued  in  relation  to  entry 
of  the  same. 

The  grants,  made  by  the  acts  of  June  3, 1856  (IL  Stat.,  20),  and  May 
8, 1864  (13  Stat.,  00)j  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road  now  owned  by  said  railway  company  in  that  State, 
having  been  finally  adjusted,  you  were  directed,  on  February  12, 1890, 
to  restore  to  the  public  domain  and  throw  open  to  settlement  the  sur- 
plus lands  left  after  said  adjustment  and  theretofore  withdrawn  for  the 
benefit  of  that  road  (10  L.  D.,  147).  On  December  19, 1890,  said  in- 
structions were  modified  and  made  more  specific ;  the  time  was  extended 
so  that  the  restoration  should  not  become  eifective  until  aft-er  ninety 
days  previous  notice  thereof  had  been  given  through  advertisement  by 
the  district  officers.    (11  L.  D.,  607). 

In  pursuance  of  these  instructions  those  officers  have  given  publio 
notice  that  said  lands  will  be  opened  on  April  17, 1891. 

The  lands  in  question  are  reported  to  be  quite  valuable.  After  it  was 
known  that  the  a(y  ustmeut  of  said  grant  would  leave  a  surplus  of  lands 
to  bedpened  to  the  public,  numerous  attempts  were  made  to  obtain  prefer- 
ence rights  by  settlements  thereon,  and  by  applications  to  make  home- 
stead entries  or  to  file  declaratory  statements  therefor.  In  respect  to  such 
settlements,  the  opinion  of  this  Department  was  expressed  in  the  case 
of  Shire  et  al.  v.  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha  Railway 
Company  (10  L.  D.,  85-88).  In  that  case  the  alleged  settlements  were 
set  up  as  a  reason  why  certain  selections  made  by  the  railway  company 
should  not  be  approved,  and  the  rights  of  the  company  only  being  in- 
volved, the  Department  said  that  settlements  made  subsequent  to  the 
withdrawal  of  said  lands  conferred  no  rights  legal  or  equitable  ^^  as 
against  the  railroad  company .'^  It  would  seem,  a  fortiariy  that,  the 
withdrawal  being  made  by  competent  authority,  as  has  been  repeatedly 
held,  parties  locating  within  the  reservation  thus  established  and  in 
defiance  of  the  prohibitions  of  lawful  authority,  can  acquire  no  rights 
as  against  the  government.  Such  parties  are  occupants,  without  right, 
of  the  public  lands,  if  not  intruders  upon  the  reservation.  ^^  Mere  occu- 
pancy and  improvements  thereon  give  no  vested  right  therein,  as  against 
the  United  States,"  says  the  supreme  court  in  Sparks  v.  Pierce  (115 
U.  S.,  408-^13).  And  ^^  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  good  faith  in  an 
adverse  holding,  where  the  party  knows  that  he  has  no  title,  and  that^ 
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under  tbe  law^  which  he  is  presumed  to  know,  he  can  acquire  none  by 
his  occupation,"  says  the  same  tribunal  in  Defieback  v.  Hawke  (ib.,  p. 
39^407).  In  the  case  of  Riley  v.  Wells,  referred  to  and  quoted  in  the 
Shire  case,  it  was  said  by  the  supreme  court  that  settlement  upon  and 
possession  of  land  within  the  limits  of  an  executive  withdrawal  were 
*' without  right,"  and  that  the  subsequent  recognition  by  the  land 
officers  of  such  settlement  and  possession,  and  the  permission  to  the 
party  to  make  proof  and  entry  under  the  pre-emption  law,  and  the 
issuing  patent  ^^  were  acts  in  violation  of  law  and  void."  This  case  of 
Kiley  «.  Wells  has  never  been  overruled  or  modified,  but  has  been 
referred  to  and  approved  in  a  number  of  the  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  must  therefore  be  accepted  as  expressing  the  opinion  of  that 
tribunal  as  to  the  absolute  invalidity  of  settlements  upon  lands  with- 
drawn by  executive  order.  It  is  not  seen  how  a  different  view  of  the 
law  could  be  taken  inasmuch  as  the  pre-emption  act  of  1841,  embodied 
in  section  2258  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  effect  says  that  lands  law- 
fully  reserved  •*  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  rights  of  pre-emption."  As 
only  lands  ^^ subject  to  pre-emption"  can  be  entered  under  the  home- 
stead law,  (Sec  2289  R.  S.)  it  follows  that  settlement  and  possession, 
with  a  view  of  entering  such  lands  under  the  homestead  laws,  cojnes 
also  within  the  inhibition  of  the  statute,  are  ^<  without  right,"  as  stated 
by  tbe  supreme  court,  and  should  not  be  recognized  as  conferring  rights 
or  priorities. 

It  was  because  of  this  view  of  the  law  that  you  were  directed,  in  my 
letter  of  December  19, 1890  (11 L.  D.,  607-612),  to  give  notice  to  parties 
who  had  made  applications  to  enter  or  file  upon  said  lands  that  their 
applications  conferred  ui>on  them  no  ri/^hts  whatever  and  were  rejected, 
and  that  at  the  stated  time  said  lands  would  be  thrown  open  to  entry 
without  regard  to  said  applications;  and  it  was  because  of  this  view' of 
the  law  it  was  also  held  (ib.,  p.  611),  that  the  second  proviso  of  section 
five  of  the  adjustment  act  of  March  3, 1887  (24  Stats.,  556)  would  not 
protect  those 

who,  in  violation  of  the  law  which  aathorizes  the  placing  of  lands  in  railroad  limits 
under  reservation,  for  the  pnrpose  of  effectuating  the  grant,  invade  the  reservation  ia 
an  offort  to  obtain  precedence  over  other,  and  law-abiding,  citizens.  Such  invaders 
can  not  be  regarded  as  acting  in  good  faith. 

You  will  therefore  instruct  the  district  officers  that  no  priority  of 
right  will  be  recognized  as  having  been  initiated  or  acquired  by  settle- 
ment upon  any  of  said  land  prior  to  their  formal  opening  to  settlement, 
as  hereinafter  prescribed,  except  so  far  as  such  settlements,  if  any,  may 
come  within  the  purview  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1887, 
supra. 

In  view  of  the  recent  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1891,  rei)ealing  the 
general  laws  allowing  the  pre-emption  of  the  public  lands,  the  restored 
land  herein  referred  to  can  only  be  entered  under  the  homestead  laws, 
as  amended  by  sections  five  and  six  of  the  new  act. 
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From  the  papers  before  me,  it  wonM  seen  that  the  iaiidfi  to  be  thnMrn 
open,  or  the  greater  part  thereof,  are  not  perhaps,  strictly  speaking, 
agricultaral  in  character,  bat  have  great  value  for  the  pine  timber 
thereon;  and  that  they  will  be  eagerly  songht  after  by  many  persons, 
whereby  may  result  much  confusion  and  perhaps  angry  conflicts,  which, 
if  possible,  should  be  avoided. 

In  view  of  this,  it  seems  eminently  proper  that  farther  instructions  Jbe 
issued  to  the  district  officers  in  relation  to  the  entry  and  settlement  of 
these  surplus  lands,  in  the  hope  of  avoiding  confusion  and  litigation, 
and  especially  with  the^iew  to  prevent  those,  who,  in  violation  of  law, 
have  invadeil  the  reservation  under  pretense  of  settlement,  from  acquir- 
ing preferred  rights  over  others  who  have  waited  in  an  orderly  manner 
the  action  of  the  officers  of  the  law,  and  also  to  give  as  fair  an  opportu- 
nity as  can  be  afforded,  under  the  circumstances,  to  all  who  desire  to 
make  entry  of  said  land. 

You  will  therefore  instruct  the  register  and  receiver  to  give  notice  by 
advertisement  that  the  lands  in  question  tcill  not  be  open  to  settlement 
nniil  Saturday^  April  18, 1891 ;  but  that  applications  to  make  homestead 
entry  upon  any  and  all  of  the  lands  to  be  affected  by  the  order  of  restora- 
tion will  be  received  at  the  proper  district  offi<«s,  after  the  specified 
hour  of  the  opening  thereof  until  the  close  of  the  «ame,  on  April  17, 
1891,  as  heretofore  advertised.  The  officers  should  take  such  precau- 
tions as  will  prevent  undue  crowding  and  will  secure  the  orderly  pres- 
entation of  but  one  application  at  a  time,  the  hour  and  minute  of  its 
reception  to  be  carefully  noted  as  received,  so  as  to  avoid  the  compli- 
cations likely  to  grow  out  of  simultaneous  applications.  The  officers 
must  be  careful  not  to  entertain  more  than  one  application  to  make  en- 
try from  the  same  person. 

On  and  after  April  18,  the  remaining  lands  will  be  open  to  settle- 
ment; and  such  homestead  applications  as  may  then  or  thereafter  be 
presented  will  be  acted  on  in  the  usual  way. 

The  right  of  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  officers  in  the  premises,  by 
parties  aggrieved  thereby,  should  be  carefully  guarded. 

You  will  notify  the  local  officers,  as  speedily  as  may  be,  of  this  modi- 
fication of  former  instructions,  to  the  end  that  all  possible  publicity  may 
be  given  to  the  same. 
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PRACTICE— NOTICE-GENERAL  APPEARANCE. 

TXJBNEB  V.  Johnson. 

An  appearance  for  the  parpose  of  obtaining  a  ooutinoance  is  a  general  appearance 
and  waives  all  defects  in  the  service  of  notice. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  March  19,  1891. 

Joho  G.  JohDRon  made  homestead  entry  No.  2339  on  March  18, 1885, 
for  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  13,  T.  6  S.,  R.  34  W.,  Oberlin,  Kansas. 

On  November  23, 1886,  Joel  Tnrner  filed  his.  affidavit  of  contest, 
charpring  abandonment. 

Hearing  was  duly  had,  and  the  register  and  receiver,  on  September 
16«  1887,  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry,  and  on  appeal 
yon,  by  your  office  letter  of  June  25, 1889,  affirm  that  judgment. 

Claimant  again  appeals. 

The  facts  are  correctly  set  forth  in  your  said  office  letter.  The  first 
ground  of  error  assigned  thereon  is  as  follows : 

'^  Error  in  holding  that  legal  service  of  the  contest  had  ever  been 
made." 

The  contest  was  in  the  first  place  initiated  October  14, 1886,  and  Jan- 
nary  21,  1887,  was  the  day  fixed  in  the  notice  for  the  hearing,  and,  on 
January  6  of  that  year,  contestant  appeared  and  filed  his  affidavit, 
stating  that  the  defendant  was  a  non-resident  of  the  State  and  that 
since  notice  was  issued  he  had  made  diligent  inquiry  to  find  his  place  of 
residence  or  post-office  address,  and  was  unable  to  find  the  same ;  he 
returned  the  notice  th«'n  issued,  and  asked  for  an  alias  notice ;  there- 
upon, a  new  notice  was  issued  fixing  March  10, 1887,  as  the  day  of 
hearing,  at  which  time  both  parties  appeared,  and  defendant  made  a 
motion  to  dismiss  the  contest,  for  the  reason  that  no  legal  service 
thereof  had  ever  been  made  Ji\you  him. 

The  evidence  of  the  service  of  this  notice  is  as  follows : 

Statk  of  Nebraska,  Red  Willaw  County ^  88 : 

I,  J.  B.  Mcseroe,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  served  John  C.  Johnson,  the  within- 
named  defendant,  personally,  by  giving  bim  a  trne  and  complete  copy  of  notice  of 
the  within-stated  contest,  at  McCook,  Nebniska,  Febrnary  1,  1887. 
Snbscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  Febrnary,  X887. 

T.  M.  Hrlm, 
Notary  Pnblic. 

The  motion  was  overruled,  and  thereupon  the  defendant  filed  his 
affidavit  for  a  continuance  of  the  case  until  May  20, 1887,  on  the  grounds 
of  absent  witnesses,  whose  attendance  ^^  he  has  used  due  diligence  to 
procure,'^  but  was  unable  to  do  because  they  were  engaged  in  business 
which  they  could  not  leave  to  come  to  the  hearing. 

The  continuance  was  accordingly  granted  to  the  time  so  fixed  by  him. 

It  thus  appears  that  defendant  was  really  served  with  the  notice  and 
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had  DO  cause  to  complain.  Moreover,  be  asked  aud  obtained  his  con- 
tinaan  ye  to  enable  him  to  make  his  defense ;  and,  whether  served  or  not, 
he  could  not  thereafter  be  heard  to  complain  of  the  service  in  the  first 
instance.  An  appearance  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  continuance 
is  a  general  appearance  and  waives  all  defects  in  the  service  of  notice. 

On  a  careful  review  of  the  testi  mony,  I  am  satisfied  the  conclusion 
reached  in  your  said  office  decision  is  in  harmony  with  the  law  and 
existing  regulations. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


(BIGHT  iOV  WAY  ACT— STATION  GROUNDS* 

Dakota  Central  Ry.  Co. 

Land  embraced  within  a  prima  facie  valid  entry  is  not  subject  to  selection  for  station 
purposes  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1875. 

Secretary  Noble  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  March 

20, 1891. 

This  record  involves  the  right  of  the  Dakota  Central  Railway  com- 
pany to  file  x>ending  the  final  disposition  of  an  existing  entry  a  plat 
showing  its  selection  of  twenty  acres  for  station  purposes  in  the  NE.  |, 
Sec.  31,  T.  117  N.,  R.  66  W.,  flaron,  Dakota.  - 

Said  quarter  section  is  embraced  in  the  preemption  cash  entry  of 
Anders  G.  Opperad  made  Jaly  28,  1883,  and  held  for  cancellation  by 
your  office  October  1,  1888. 

Pending  appeal  by  the  Western  Town  Lot  Company  from  this  action 
an  affidavit  of  contest  against  said  entry  was  filed  by  one  Nelson  R. 
Satterlee. 

Thereupon  the  Department  by  decision  (not  reported)  dated  Novem- 
ber 23,  1889,  modifying  the  judgment  of  your  office,  returned  the  record 
with  instructions  to  give  Satterlee  an  opportunity  to  present  proof  of 
his  allegations. 

Affidavits  outlined  in  said  departmental  decision  show  that  the  West- 
ern Town  Lot  Company  acquired  the  land  in  1886,  and  during  that  year 
caused  the  same  to  be  platted  as  a  town-site  now  known  as  Rock- 
ham  and  that  the  ^^  Dakota  railway  company  ^  had  located  its  side 
tracks  aud  station  buildings  thereon. 

The  company  filed  the  pending  plat  in  the  local  office  August  28, 
1889. 

By  letter  dated  September  25, 1889,  your  office  submitted  it  to  the 
Department,  whence  it  was  returned  without  approval. 

This  action  of  the  Department  is  shown  by  the  following  endorse- 
ment upon  the  said  letter  of  transmittal: 
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Dept.  of  the  Interior,  Sept,  S^,  1889. 

ReBpectfally  retarned  to  the  COmr.  of  the  Genh  Land  Office  for  filing.  The  map 
ia  not  approved  as  the  tract  is  ooveied  by  an  nncauceled  homestead  entry  and  not 
sabject  to  right  of  way  act. 

Geo.  Chandler, 
First  Agat,  Seoretary. 

TbercupoD  yonr  office  October  7, 1889,  returDed  it  to  the  local  officers 
for  delivery  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  railway  company. 

On  November  7, 1889,  the  attorneys  for  the  company  filed  in  yonr 
office  a  letter  protesting  against  such  action,  and  enclosing  the  said 
plat  with  the  request  that  it  be  retained  in  yonr  files. 

By  letter  dated  November  15, 1889,  to  said  attorneys  (Messrs.  Britton 
and  Gray)  year  office  declined  such  request  and  again  returned  the 
plat. 

Appeal  from  this  action  brings  the  case  here. 

Section  1,  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  (18  Stats.,  482),  «<  granting  to 
railroads  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States"  grants  also  ^*  ground  adjacent  to  such  right  of  way  for  station 
buildings,  depots,  machine  shops  side-tracks,  turn-outs,  and  water  sta- 
tions, not  to  exceed  in  amount  twenty  acres  for  each  station,  to  the 
extent  of  one  station  for  each  ten  miles  of  its  road." 

Counsel  insist  that  as  the  railway  company  purchased  its  right  of 
way  and  station  gronnds  from  the  town  lot  company,  it  should  be  given 
the  first  right  to  enter  the  same  under  the  act  of  1875,  supra^  and  that 
the  pending  plat  must  remain  on  file  to  insure  the  attachment  of  the 
company's  rights  should  the  Opi>erud  entry  be  finally  cancelled. 

This  contention  is  without  force. 

The  grant  for  station  purposes  is  of  public  land.  The  said  quarter 
section  is,  and  has  been,  since  1883  embraced  in  an  existing  entry 
prima  ftwie  valid.  It  is,  therefore,  not  public  land,  consequently  no 
part  thereof  can  be  properly  selected  under  the  act  of  1875,  supra^  dur- 
ing the  existence  of  such  entry. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


CONTEST-PREPERENCB  RIGHT  OT  ENTRY. 

MooEE  V.  Lyon. 

'i  he  fact  that  the  contestant  filed  a  request  for  the  dismissal  of  a  contest  will  not 
defeat  his  preference  ri^^ht  of  entry  therennder,  where  he  subsequently,  in  good 
faithy  prosecutes  the  same  to  a  successful  termination. 

First  As^tant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  March  21, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Wesley  Mooie  v.  William  F.  Lyon,  on 
the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  your  decision  of  June  18,  1889,  in  which 
you  hold  for  cancellation  his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement,  made 
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March  16, 1886,  for  the  NE.  J  of  Sec- 14,  T.  107  N.,  E.  58  W.,  Mitchell, 
Dakota. 

You  affi  rm  the  action  of  the  receiver  of  the  local  office,  awarding  the 
land  to  Moore. 

It  is  necessary,  in  order  to  properly  dispose  of  this  case,  to  review 
the  history  of  the  litigation  between  these  two  parties  over  this  tract  of 
land. 

Lyon  made  homestead  entry  thereon  July  31, 1882 ;  about  May,  1883, 
Moore  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  said  entry,  charging  aban- 
donment; hearing  was  duly  had,  and,  on  December  27, 1883,  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  recommended  the  cancellation  of  tlie  entry.  From  this 
finding,  and  on  January  20,  1884,  Lyon  filed  his  appeal. 

Two  days  thereafter,  and  on  January  28, 1884,  Moore,  the  contestant, 
appeared  at  the  local  land  office,  and  finding  that  Lyon  had  api)ealed, 
and  being  desirous  of  obtaining  government  land  to  make  a  home  at 
once,  having  just  married,  and  believing  he  could  not  contest  the  entry 
and  at  the  same  time  settle  upon  other  lands  with  a  view  to  entry 
thereon,  and  fearing  it  would  be  a  long  time  before  the  controversy 
would  be  finally  settled,  decided  to  withdraw  his  contest,  and  requested 
the  local  officers  to  modify  their  decision  and  give  the  land  to  Lyon. 

He  was  informed  by  the  register  that  the  case  was  already  decided, 
and  an  appeal  filed  from  their  decision,  and  that  he  could  not  then 
withdraw  the  contest.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  Lyon's  attorney,  being  present, 
wrote  a  statement  and  requested  Moore  to  sign  it,  which  he  did.  That 
statement  is  as  follows : 

I,  Wesley  Moore,  coDtestant,  etc.,  hereby  withdraw  the  above  named  contest,  and 
ask  that  it  be  dismissed.  I  do  this  for  the  reason  that  I  think  Lyon  should  have  the 
entry,  and  that  he  made  farther  improvements  subsequent  to  the  trial,  and  that  he 
has  shown  evidence  of  ji^ood  faith  in  the  matter  of  residence ;  dated  January  28,  1884. 

Mr.  Hitchcock  at  same  time  made  an  affidavit,  stating  that  the  with- 
drawal was  made  without  the  procurement  of  Lyon ;  that  Moore  made 
it  voluntarily  aud  without  consideration.  He  is  corroborated  in  this 
statement  by  Moore,  who  several  months  after  this  transaction  swore 
he  voluntarily  made  the  withdrawal  or  request,  and  was  paid  nothing 
for  it. 

The  only  reason  he  offered  to  withdraw  his  contest,  to  use  his  own 
words,  was  ^' that  when  he  commenced  this  contest  he  had  sworn  that 
he  wanted  to  enter  it  for  a  homestead,  and  did  not  know,  being  ignorant 
in  regard  to  the  land  law^,  but  that  his  application,  filed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  contest,  would  debar  him  from  entering  any  other 
land." 

On  December  9,  1884,  your  office  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local 
officers  canceling  Ly  on's  entry,  but  you  also  decided  that  by  Mooi^e's 
action  in  attempting  to  withdraw  his  contest  he  forfeited  his  preference 
right  of  entry. 
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nofli  thm  jadgment  Lyoo  appealed,  and  Moore  also  appealed  from 
that  part  of  the  decision  which  held  tbat)  he  had  forfeited  his  prefereuce 
right. 

The  case  thus  came  by  appeal  to  this  Department,  and,  on  February 
18,  1886  (see  Moore  v.  Lyon,  4  L.  D.,  393),  the  judgment  of  cancellation 
was  affirmed.  But  it  was  there  held  that  the  ruling  of  your  office, 
holding  that  Moore  had  forfeited  his  preference  right  (for  reasons  above 
given)  was  premature,  and  the  same  was  overruled. 

In  conformity  to  the  departmental  decision,  Lyon's  homestead  entry 
was  canceled  on  the  records,  March  13,  188G,  and  on  the  morning  of 
March  15,  two  days  thereafter,  Moore  made  homestead  entry  of  the 
land,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  Lyon  filed  his  declaratory 
statement,  which  was  held  for  cancellation  by  your  letter  of  June  18, 
1889. 

The  principal  inquiry  in  this  case  is,  whether  Moore  had  a  preference 
right  of  entry,  or  whether  he  forfeited  the  same. 

The  reasons  which  he  gives,  as  above  set  forth,  for  his  so-called  with- 
drawal are  such  as  in  my  judgment  do  not  imply  bad  faith. 

When  his  request  for  a  withdrawal  of  the  contest,  or  a  modification 
of  the  register  and  receiver's  finding  was  denied  by  the  local  officers, 
he  ap|>ears  to  have  immediately  employed  attorneys  to  answer  Lyon's 
appeal.  He  also  employed  couusel  resident  in  this  city.  After  the  so- 
called  withdrawal,  he  spent  $175,  besides  much  of  his  own  time  in  con- 
testing Lyon's  entry. 

Section  2  of  the  act  of  May  14, 1880  (21  Stat.,  140)  provides: 

That  iu  all  cases  where  any  person  has  contested,  paid  the  land  office  fees,  and  pro- 
cured the  cancellation  of  any  pre-emption',  homestead,  or  timber-culture  entry,  he 
shall  be  notifieil  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district  in  which  such  land 
is  sitaated  of  such  cancellation,  and  shall  be  allowed  thirty  days  from  date  of  such 
notice  to  enter  said  lands. 

A  preference  right  can  not  be  transferred  to  another.  Welch  v,  Dun- 
can et  ah.  7  L.  D.,  186.  But  it  may  be  waived.  Ayers  v.  Buell,  2  L.  D., 
257 ;  Keliem  v.  Ludlow,  10  L.  D.,  560. 

There  is  no  such  a  thing  as  a  preference  rightprior  to  the  cancellation 
of  the  entry.  The  preference  right  is  given  by  statute  "  iu  all  cases," 
when  one  has  contested,  paid  the  land  office  fees,  and  procured  the 
cancellation  of  any  pre-emption,  homestead,  or  timber  culture  entry. 

The  law  favors  contests,  and  rewards  the  contestant.  .Webb  v, 
Loughrey,  9  L.  D.,  440. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  Moore's  contest  was  speculative,  or  that  it  was 
brought  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  secure  the  cancellation  of  the 
entry  and  procure  the  preference  right  thereto. 

I  think  the  evidence  shows  that  Lyon  made  a  continuous  residence  on 
the  land,  after  he  filed  his  declaratory  statement  (March  15, 1886) ;  but 
I  do  not  regard  that  question  as  the  controlling  one.  Moore  obtained 
his  preference  right  by  procuring  the  cancellation  of  Lyon's  entry,  and 
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having  placed  his  entry  of  record,  within  the  statutory  period  given 
him,  I  think  his  right  is  clearly  superior  and  that  L^'on's  filing  should 
be  canceled.    It  is  so  ordered ;  and  your  said  office  decision  is  aflirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTRir—AMENDMElTr— SECOND  ENTBT. 

Thomas  Fitzpatriok. 

A  homestead  entry  can  not  be  amended  so  as  to  embrace  land  not  originally  intended 
to  be  entered,  but  the  applicant  in  such  a  case  may  make  a  second  entry  under 
section  2,  act  of  March  %  1889,  on  relinquishment  of  the  first. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  March  21, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  appeal  of  Thomas  Fitzpatrick  from  your  office 
decision  of  October  2, 1889,  denying  his  application  to  amend  his  home- 
stead entry  No.  12,505,  made  June  14, 1888,  so  as  to  embrace  the  NK  ^ 
of  Sec.  25,  T.  4  S.,  E.  50  W.,  Denver,  Colorado. 

The  land  described  in  his  original  entry  is  the  SE.  i  of  Sec,  25,  T.  5 
S.,  R.  50  W. 

In  his  application  to  amend,  he  says  he  bad  no  intention  to  enter  this 
land,  but  intended  to  enter  and  thought  he  had  entered  the  SE.  ^  of 
Sec.  25,  T.  ^<  4"  of  said  range ;  that  the  error  in  describing  the  township 
was  through  the  mistake  of  his  lawyer,  who  drew  the  papers.  His 
lawyer  corroborates  this  statement  by  his  own  affidavit ;  that  the  land 
actually  covered  by  his  entry  (that  is,  in  township  5)  is  wholly  unsuited 
to  affiant,  etc. 

ne  further  shows  that  the  land  he  intended  to  enter  (namely,  in 
township  4)  has  since  been  appropriated  by  another  entryman,  which 
precludes  him  from  now  obtaining  the  same,  and  he  therefore  asks  that 
he  may  be  allowed  to  amend  or  change  his  entry  so  as  to  embrace  the 
land  herein  first  described — a  diiferent  tract  from  the  one  he  claims  to 
have  intended  to  enter. 

There  is  no  statute  or  regulation  of  this  Department  that  will  allow 
this  amendment. 

The  cases  in  which  amendments  or  changes  of  entry  are  allowed, 
where  mistakes  in  description  have  been  made,  are.  fully  discussed  in 
Homer  0.  Stebbins,  11  L.  D.,  45,  and  they  only  go  so  far  as  to  allow 
the  entryman  to  change  his  entry  so  as  to  embrace  the  land  originally 
intended  to  be  entered,  where  there  is  no  adverse  claim  thereto. 

The  applicant  in  this  case  asks  to  amend  his  entry  so  as  to  embrace 
land  not  originally  intended  to  be  entered. 

The  only  relief  the  applicant  is  entitled  to  is  under  the  act  of  March 
2,  1889  (25  Stat,  854),  as  held  in  your  office  decision. 

Under  the  2d  section  of  said  act,  he  may  relinquish  his  original  entry, 
and  make  a  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  desired. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 
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BAILiBGAD  GRAKT— INDEMNITY  SELECTION—WITUDRAWAIi. 

Gulp  and  Ship  Islaj^d  R.  E.  Co. 

The  right  of  the  company  ander  the  last  clause  of  section  7,  act  of  September  29, 1890, 
to  select  indemnity  is  restricted  to  even  numbered  sectious  witliiu  the  original  in- 
demnity limits,  ''  nearest  to  and  opposite''  tliat  portion  of  the  road  which  may 
be  constructed  ut  date  of  selection. 

Directions  given  for  indemnity  withdrawal  on  the  line  of  definite  location  sonth  of 
Hattiesburgh. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  March 

20,  1891. 

August  11, 1856  (11  Stat;,  aO),  Congress  granted  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  irom 
Brandon  to  tbe  Gulf  of  Mexico,  every  alternate  section  of  land  desig- 
nated by  even  numbers,  for  six  sectious  in  width,  on  each  side  of  said 
road,  with  the  right  to  select  within  the  larger  limit  of  fifteen  miles 
other  lands  in  alternate  sections  in  lieu  of  lands  found  on  definite  loca- 
tion of  the  line  of  the  road  to  have  been  sold  or  to  which  the  right  of 
pre  emption  has  attached. 

The  State  of  Mississippi,  by  aet  of  its  legislature  approved  February 
2, 1857,  accepted  said  grant,  ^nd  on  December  3, 1858,  conferred  the 
same  upon  the  Gnlf  and  Ship  Island  Bailroad  Company. 

By  section  four  of  the  granting  act  it  was  required  that  said  road 
should  be  completed  within  ten  years,  or  by  August  11, 1860.  What- 
ever work  in  the  way  of  constrocting  the  road  was  entered  upon  was 
stopped  by  the  civil  war,  which  commenced  in  18GI,  and  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  effort  towards  resuming  work  was  made  afterwards 
within  the  time  limited  for  completing  the  road,  possibly  because  of 
tbe  prostrate  condition  in  which  the  disaster  of  the  war  had  left  that 
section  of  the  country.  Thereafter  the  Land  Department,  holding  the 
grant  to  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  therein  to  have  reverted  to  the 
United  States,  disposed  of  a  quantity  thereof  along  the  line  of  the  pro- 
posed road,  and  within  the  limits  of  and  without  regard  to  the  with- 
drawals theretofore  made  for  the  benefit  thereof. 

The  supreme  court  having  held,  in  the  case  of  Schulenberg  r.  Harri- 
man  (21  Wall.,  44),  that  lands  in  a  similar  condition  had  not  reverted 
to  the  United  States,  afterwards,  in  1884,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
renewed  the  order  of  withdrawal,  which  continued  in  force  until  Au- 
gust 15, 1887,  when  the  order  as  to  the  lands  in  the  indemnity  limits 
was  revoked  and  the  same  were  thrown  open  to  entry  and  settlement. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  road  has  been  constructed,  up  to  the  present 
time. 

By  section  one  of  the  act  of  September  29, 1890  (26  Stats.,  496),  Con- 
gress declares  forfeited  and  resumes  the  title  to  all  laud  heretofore 
granted  for  railroad  purposes,  opposite  to  and  coterminous  with  any 
each  railroad  not  now  completed  and  in  operation. 
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Aud  in  section  seven  said  act  provides  as  follows: 

Thftt  in  all  oases  where  lands  inelnded  in  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  If  iaais- 
sippiy  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Brandon  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  commonly  known  as  the  Gulf  and  Ship  Island  Railroad,  have  here- 
tofore been  sold  by  the  oflScers  of  the  United  States  for  cash,  or  with  the  aUowance 
or  approval  of  such  officers  have  been  entered  in  good  faith  under  the  pre-emption  or 
homestead  laws,  or  upon  which  there  were  bona  fide  pre-emption  or  homestead  claims 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  arising  or  asserted  by 
actual  occupation  of  the  land  under  color  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  right 
aud  title  of  the  persons  holding  or  claiming  any  such  lands  under  such  sales  or  entries 
are  hereby  confirmed  and  persons  claiming  the  right  to  enter  as  aforesaid  may  per- 
fect their  entry  under  the  law.  And  on  condition  that  the  Gulf  and  Ship  iKland 
Railroad  Company  within  ninety  da3*s  from  the  passage  of  this  act  shall,  by  resolu- 
tion of  its  board  of  directors,  duly  accept  the  provisions  of  the  same  and  file  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  a  valid  relinquishment  of  all  said  company's  interest, 
right,  title,  and  claim  in  and  to  all  such  lands  as  have  been  sold,  entered,  or  claimed 
as  aforesaid,  then  the  forfeiture  declared  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall  not  ap- 
ply to  or  in  anywise  affect  so  much  and  such  parts  of  said  grant  of  lands  to  the 
State  of  Mississippi  as  lie  south  of  a  Hue  drawn  east  and  west  through  the  point 
where  the  Gulf  and  Ship  Island  railroad  may  cross  the  New  Orleans  and  Northeast- 
em  Railroad  in  said  State,  until  one  year  after  the  passage  of  this  act.  And  there 
may  be  selected  and  certified  to  or  in  behalf  of  said  company  lands  in  lien  of  those 
hereiubefore  required  to  be  surrendered  to  be  tsiki  u  within  the  indemnity  limits  of 
the  original  grant  nearest  to  and  opposite  such  part  of  the  line  as  may  be  constructed 
at  the  date  of  selection. 

By  yonr  letter  of  March  17, 1891,  you'state  that  the  point  where  this 
company's  road  will  cross  the  New  Orleans  and  Northeastern  Railroad 
in  said  State  'Ms  in  the  NW^  of  the  SW^  of  the  NE^  of  section  10, 
Tp.  4  N.,  B.  13  W.y  in  Percy  connty,  Mississippi,  said  i>oint  being  within 
the  limits  of  the  town  of  Hattiesbnrgh/' 

It  appears  that  within  the  required  time  the  company  filed  its  relin- 
quishment of  the  lands  described,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  said  section ;  an  application  is  now  made  in  behalf  of  the  company 
and  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  have  withdrawn  ft*om  entry  and  settle- 
ment 'Hhe  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits  lying  south  of  Hatties- 
burgh. 

The  language  of  the  last  clause  of  section  seven  authorizes  the  selec- 
tion of  lieu  lands  '<  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  original  grant 
nearest  to  and  opposite  such  part  of  the  line  as  may  be  constructed  at 
the  date  of  selection."  In  your  letter  of  December  20, 1890,  iii  relation 
to  said  application,  you  express  the  opinion  that  under  said  clause  the 
company  will  be  entitled  to  select  lien  land  anywhere  within  the  indem- 
nity limits  of  the  **  original  grant,"  including  '<  the  indemnity  limits  op- 
posite the  forfeited  portion  of  the  grant." 

In  this  view  I  do  not  concur.  Congress  [postpones  for  one  year  the 
forfeiture  of  that  portion  of  the  grant  sonth  of  Hattie«burgh  on  condi- 
tion that  portion  of  the  road  is  bnilt  withi  n  that  time.  To  aid  in  the 
construction  of  this  portion  of  the  road,  the  company  is  to  have  the 
place  lands  which  may  be  left  within  the  original  granted  limits  south 
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of  Hattiesburgh  and  is  authorized  to  make  up  deOcieucies  by  selecting 
other  lauds  within  the  original  indemnity  limits  '*  nearest  to  and  oppo- 
site" to  that  part  of  the  line  of  the  road  which  may  be  constructed  at 
the  date  of  selection.  This  is  my  reading  of  the  law,  aud  I  have  no 
doubt  about  it  whatever.  Whilst  lands  north  of  the  east  and  west  line, 
di*awa  through  Hattiesburgh,  might  be  the  ^*  nearest,"  free  aud  unin- 
cumbered land,  to  the  aided  portion  of  the  road  south  of  that  line,  if 
selection  of  them  were  permissible,  it  is  not  understood  how,  even  then, 
such  lands  could  be  ^^  opposite,"  either  in  fact  or  in  law,  to  the  aided 
X)ortion  of  the  road. 

In  the  case  of  the  United  States  v,  Burlington  and  Missouri  B.  B.Oo. 
(98  U.  S.,  334-330),  the  grant  was  of  certain  sections  of  land  on  each 
side  of  the  road  and  ^^  on  the  line  thereof,"  and  the  supreme  court  said 
the  laud  was  to  be  taken  along  the  general  direction  or  course  of  the 
road,  and  ^'  within  lines  perpendicular  to  it  at  each  end."  Surely  the 
word  <^  opposite  "  is  more  positive  and  restrictive  in  its  meaning  than 
the  words  ^^ along  the  line"  which  are  comparatively  vague  and  uncer- 
tain ;  aud  if  the  court  held  that  the  latter  words  restricted  the  grant 
to  lands  within  lines  drawn  at  right  angles  with  the  designated  termini, 
it  would  seem  to  be  a  most  elastic  construction  in  the  preseut  case  to 
authorize  the  company  to  go  for  its  indemnity  beyond  lines  drawn  in 
the  same  way  at  the  end  ol  the  line  of  the  road  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  which  the  torfeitnre  is  extended  by  Congress. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  said  indemnity  selection  must  be 
restricted  to  the  original  limits  south  of  Hattiesburgh. 

I  concur  in  your  view  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  said  seventh  section 
of  the  forfeiture  act  which  will  justify  the  implication  that  Congress 
intended  to  enlarge  the  indemnity  privilege  by  authorizing  lien  lands 
to  be  selected  from  both  the  odd  and  even  sections  along  the  line  of 
constructed  road.  This  last  act,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  this  company, 
may  be  construed  in  pari  materia  with  the  original  granting  act  of  1856, 
which  restricted  the  indemnity  selections  to  <^ alternate"  sections,  and 
the  fact  that  the  forfeiture  act  does  not  repeat  the  language  of  the 
former  act,  but  says  there  may  be  certified  to  the  company  ^Hauds  in 
lieu"  of  those  lost,  means  that  such  ^Mands"are  to  be  selected  in  ac- 
cordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  original  grant,  the  forfeiture  of 
which  the  seventh  section  only  suspeude<l  without  enlarging  in  any 
way. 

With  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  company  for  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty  sections  of  land  north  of  Hattiesburgh,  I  can  express  no  definite 
opinion,  as  there  is  nothing  to  show  the  vali<lity  of  said  claim  beyond 
assertion.  The  rule  laid  down  in  the  matter  of  the  Tennessee  and 
Coosa  Bailroad,  January  30, 1891,  seems  to  be  the  correct  one,  and  will 
be  adhered  to. 

Upon  a  review  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  I  am  disposed  to 
deal  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  with  the  application.    As  the  aided  portion 
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of  the  road  Is  required  to  be  constructed  by  September  29, 1891,  it 
would  seem  to  be  right  to  extend  all  proper  facilities  to  aid  in  produc- 
ing that  result. 

The  building  of  the  road  will  induce  people  to  settle  apon  and  claim 
the  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits  so  that  when  the  company  are 
able  to  make  selections  of  lien  lands  it  will  find  the  greatier  part  thereof 
clnimed  by  settlers. 

In  your  letter  of  December  20, 1890,  yon  state  substantially  that,  if 
the  company  are  required  to  select  their  indemnity  lands  within  the 
fifteen  miles  limit  south  of  Hattiesburgh  nearest  to  and  opposite  such 
constructed  line  at  the  date  of  selection,  ^^  It  will  perhaps  be  found  im- 
possible to  fully  satisfy  the  grant  coterminous  with  constructed  road, 
even  should  the  lands  to  that  extent  be  now  withdrawn.'' 

In  saving  this  company  from  the  operation  of  the  forfeiture  act  for 
one  year,  Congress  indicated  its  willingness  to  aid  said  company  in 
building  its  road,  and  in  view  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  surround- 
ing it  and  the  shortness  of  the  time  in  which  the  company  have  to  build, 
it  would  seem  to  justify  this  Department  in  making  an  exception  to  its 
settled  policy,  in  favor  of  the  withdrawal.  Therefore,  on  receipt  hereof, 
you  will  direct  a  withdrawal  from  settlement  and  entry  of  the  even- 
uuml>ered  sections  within  the  original  indemnity  limits  of  said  grant, 
opposite  the  line  of  the  definite  location  of  said  road  south  of  Hatties- 
burgh; 


RATLROAB  GRANT— RES  jmaiCATA- PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM. 

Ore  v.  Central  Pacific  B.  E.  Co. 

Tbe  doo  trine  of  res  judicafa  will  not  preyont  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  from  consid- 
iug  an  application  to  enter,  finally  rejected  by  his  predecessor,  if  nnoh  matter 
comes  within  section  3,  act  of  March  3, 1887,  which  wakes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  re-instate  the  settler  in  all  his  rights  to  lands  npon  which  he  may  have 
settled,  and  for  which  his  application  was  erroneously  rejectcMl  on  account  of  a 
railroad  grant,  if  such  settler  has  not  abandoned  the  land  and  located  another 
claim  in  lien  thereof. 

The  pre-emption  right  on  unotfered  land,  as  defined  by  the  act  of  September  4,  1841,^ 
and  extended  to  lands  in  California  by  the  act  of  March  3,185:),  is  not  defeated  by 
the  failure  of  th^scttler  to  make  proof  and  payment  prior  to  a  day  appointed  for 
the  public  offering  of  the  land  covered  by  his  claim,  where  said  land  is  subse- 
quently withheld  from  such  sale. 

The  existence  of  a  valid  pre-emption  filing  at  date  of  definite  location,  excepts  the 
land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  this  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Officej  March 

20, 1891. 

By  letter  of  October  22,  1890,  you  transmitted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Departme;it  the  appeal  of  Michael  Orr  from  the  action  of  the 
register  and  receiver  rejecting  his  application  to  make  homestead  entry 
of  the  W.  i  of  the  SB.  J  and  S.  i  of  the  SW.  i,  Sec  5,  T.  12  N.,  B.  8  B., 
M.  D.  M.,  Sacramento,  California. 
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You  transmitted  said  appeal  withoat  taking  action  thereon,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Department,  by  its  decision  of  September  21,  1883, 
in  the  case  of  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Michael  Orr  (2  L.  D., 
525),  decided,  npou  the  application  of  Orr  to  make  homestead  entry  of 
said  tract,  that  the  land  was  not  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the 
grant,  and  Orr's  ai>plication  was  therefore  finally  rejected.  The  De- 
partment, by  letter  of  November  25, 1890,  directed  that  a  copy  of  said 
appeal  be  served  upon  the  Central  Pacific  Bailroad  Company,  and  that 
it  be  required  to  show  cause  within  thirty  days  why  the  homestead  ap- 
l>lic4ition  of  Orr  should  not  be  granted,  and  that  upon  the  coming  in  of 
the  answer  of  the  railroad  company,  yon  re-transmit  all  the  papers  to 
the  Department  for  consideration. 

By  letter  of  Jauuai'y  8^  1891,  you  forwarded  all  the  papers,  including 
the  answer  of  the  railroad  company,  which  are  now  before  me. 

From  the  record  in  this  case  it  appears  that  the  land  in  controversy 
is  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Central  Pacific  Bailroad  Com- 
pany. On  January  25, 1877,  Orr  applied  at  the  local  office  to  make 
homestead  entry  of  said  tract,  claiming  that  it  was  excepted  from  the 
operation  of  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company  by  reason  of  the  de- 
claratory statement  of  W.  B.  Wilson,  filed  therefor  June  15, 1856,  ex- 
isting at  date  of  definite  location. 

A  hearing  wsvs  ordered,  and  from  the  testimony  taken  thereat  the 
local  officers  found  in  favor  of  the  company  and  rejected  the  applica- 
tion of  Orr. 

The  case  finally  came  before  the  Department  on  api>eal,  and  Orr's 
application  was  rejected  by  the  Secretary',  upon  the  ground  that  the. 
preemption  right  of  Wilson,  which  Orr  claimed  excepted  the  land  from 
the  operation  of  the  grant,  was  extinguished  by  reason  of  his  failure  to 
make  proof  and  payment  before  the  day  appointed  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  for  the  sale  of  said  lands.    (2  L.  D.,  525). 

On  Septemb'T  8,  1890,  he  again  made  application  to  enter  said  lands 
under  the  homestead  law,  which  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  from 
which  action  he  appealed,  and  which  was  transmitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment by  your  office,  for  the  reasons  before  stated.  The  case  now  comes 
before  the  Department  upon  said  appeal  and  the  answer  of  the  rail- 
road com[)any  thereto. 

In  his  appeal  he  sets  forth,  substantially,  the  following  facts:  That 
ever  since  the  decision  of  the  Department  of  September  21, 1883,  he 
has  with  his  family  continued  to  reside  upon,  cultivate  and  improve 
said  laud ;  that  the  company  has  taken  no  steps  to  secure  title  thereto, 
and  he  renews  his  application  and  asks  that  he  be  allowed  to  enter  said 
land,  under  the  recent  ruling  of  the  Department  in  the  case  of  the  Cen- 
tral Pacific  Railway  v.  Edward  L.  Taylor  (11  L.  D.,  445),  in  which  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  Central  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  v.  Orr  was 
overruled. 

17581— VOL  12 18 
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In  answer  to  the  rule  to  show  cause  why  the  applicat  ion  of  Orr  should 
not  be  allowed,  the  railroad  company  urge  the  ibllowing  objections  to 
the  granting  of  said  application : 

1.  Because  the  application  presents  exactly  the  same  case  that  was 
decided  by  Secretary  Teller,  September  21,  1883  (2  L.  D.,  526),  between 
the  same  parties,  involving  the  same  subject  matter,  and  the  nature  of 
Orr's  claim  is  the  same  now  as  it  was  then ;  that  a  motion  to  reconsider 
said  decision  was  refnsed  November  8,  1883,  and  Secretaiy  Lamar,  on 
July  6, 1886,  declined  to  re-open  the  case ;  that  it  has  therefore  been 
finally  decided,  and  the  present  Secretary  can  not  make  another  and 
different  decision. 

2.  Because  the  decision  of  Secretary  Teller  is  correct,  upon  the  law 
and  facts. 

But  for  the  act  of  March  3, 1887  (24  Stat,  556),  I  would  have  no  au- 
thority to  re-open  the  case,  and  to  makea  different  adjudication  from  that 
of  my  predecessor.  But  the  third  section  of  said  act  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  to  correct  all  decisions  made  by  the  Department  or  the 
General  Laud  Oillce  where  it  shall  appear,  in  the  examination  of  any 
unadjusted  land  grant,  that  the  homestead  or  pre-emption  entry  of  a 
bona-flde  settler  has  been  erroneously  canceled. 

In  BQch  a  case  a  final  decision  of  a  former  or  the  present  Secretary  is  not  only  no 
longer  a  bar  to  the  further  consideration  of  the  qnestion  decided,  bot  it  is  made 
the  dnty  of  the  Secretary  to  re-adjudicate  the  case,  notwithstanding  the  former  de- 
cision,  whenever  it  appears  that  the  pre-emption  or  homestead  entry  of  any  bona  fide 
settler  has  been  erroneously  canceled  on  account  of  any  railroad  grant  or  of  with- 
drawal of  public  lands  from  market.    (Circular  InstruotionSy  6  L.  D.,  t277). 

It  was  not  only  the  intention  of  this  act  to  require  the  Secretary  to 
correct  all  decisions  made  by  the  Department  or  General  Land  Office 
erroneously  canceling  the  homestead  or  pre-emption  entry  of  any  bona 
fide  settler, 

but  also  to  re-instate  the  settler  in  all  bis  rights  to  lands  upon  which  he  may  have 
settled,  and  for  which  his  application  to  file  or  enter  may  have  been  rejected  by  the 
local  office,  provided  it  be  shown  that  said  applicntiou  to  file  or  enter  was  erroneously 
rejected,  and  that  (he  settler  had  not  located  another  claim  or  made  entry  in  lien  of 
the  land  for  which  his  application  to  file  or  enter  had  been  so  erroneously  rejected. 
(Michael  Douovan,  8  L.  D.,  382.) 

The  material  ques  tion  to  be  determined  under  this  act  is,  whether 
the  application  of  Orr  was  erroneously  rejected,  and  whether  he  has 
abandoned  the  land  atid  located  another  claim  in  lieu  thereof,  which 
involves  the  second  objection  urged  by  the  railroad  company  in  its 
answer. 

Upon  the  qnestion  as  to  whether  this  application  was  erroneously  re- 
jected, the  facts  are  briefly  these  r 

The  land  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  road  as 
deflnitely  located,  March  26, 1861.  At  the  date  of  said  location,  there 
was  of  record  the  declaratory  statement  of  W.  B.  WilsoUy  filed  for  said 
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tiuct  June  15,  i85C,  alleging  settlement  July  1, 1852.  This  laud  was 
then  unofiered  land,  but  it  was  proclaimed  for  sale  under  date  of  June 
30,  1858,  with  other  land  to  be  offered  at  public  sale,  at  Marysviile,  on 
February  14,  1859.  While  this  land  was  included  in  said  proclamation, 
it  was  not  in  fact  nctMaUy  offered^  because  section  5,  in  township  12 
north,  itiuge  8  east,  embracing  the  land  in  controversy,  was  alleged  to 
be  mineral  in  character,  and  it  was  therefore  withheld  from  sale  by  the 
local  officers,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  thePresi- 
dent's  proclamation,  that : 

No  ^^mwerai  UintU"  or  tracts  ooutainiug  mineral  deposits,  are  to  be  offered  at  the 
public  saleBy  such  mineral  lauds  being  hereby  expressly  excepted  and  excluded  from 
sale  or  other  disposal,  pursuant  to  the  re(iuirements  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3,  18&3,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  in  Cali- 
fornia, the  grant  ing  of  pre-emption  rights  therein,  and  for  other  purposes." 

It  is  contended  by  counsel  for  the  railroad  company  that,  as  to  the 
lands  withheld  from  sale,  the  evidence  or  information  of  its  supi>osed 
mineral  character  was  not  filed  before  the  morning  of  the  first  day's 
sales,  but  at  sundry  times  thereafter,  and  that  there  was  not,  at  any 
time  prior  to  the  day  of  offering,  any  obstacle  in  the  local  office  to  Wil- 
son making  proof  and  payment,  as  required  by  law  and  the  regulations 
of  the  office. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  this  question,  in  view  of  the  construction 
placed  upon  the  act  of  September  4, 1841,  in  the  decision  of  the  De- 
partment in  the  case  of  Central  Pacific  Railroad  v.  Edward  L.  Taylor, 
11  L.  D.,  445,  and  I  have  seen  no  gooil  reason  urged  against  the  sound- 
ness of  this  construction. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  March  «3,  1853  (10  Stat.,  244),  extending  the 
pre-emption  laws  to  California,  contained,  substantially,  the  same  pro- 
vision as  to  the  time  when  settlers  upon  unofiered  lands  shall  make 
proof  and  payment  under  their  filings  as  is  contained  in  the  pre-emp- 
tion act  of  September  4,  1841. 

The  14th  section  of  the  act  of  September  4,  1841  (5  Sut.,  453),  pro- 
vides : 

That  this  act  shall  not  delay  the  sale  of  any  of  the  public  lauds  of  the  United 
States  beyond  the  time  which  has  been,  or  may  be,  appointed  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  President,  nor  shall  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  available  to  any  person  or 
persons  who  shall  fail  to  make  the  proof  and  payment,  and  file  the  affidavit  required 
before  the  day  appointed  for  the  commencement  of  the  sales  as  aforesaid. 

The  6th  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1853  (10  Stat.,  244),  provides : 

That  where  nnsnrveyed  lands  are  claimed  by  pre-emption,  the  nsnal  notice  of  such 
claim  shall  be  filed  within  three  months  after  the  return  of  the  plats  of  survey  to  the 
land  offices,  and  proof  and  payment  shall  be  made  prior  to  the  day  appointed  by  the 
President's  proclamation  for  the  commencement  of  the  sale,  including  such  lands. 

The  spirit  and  intent  of  both  acts  was  simply  to  require  the  pre- 
emptor  to  make  proof  and  payment  prior  to  the  day  appointed  for  the 
sale,. so  that  the  mere  filing  or  claim  of  the  settler  should  not  be  avail- 
able to  hinder  or  delay  the  sale  of  any  lauds  by  the  govei'ument.    But 
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it  was  not  intended  by  either  act  to  forfeit  the  claim  or  right  of  the  set- 
tler to  make  proof  and  payment  thereafter,  if  the  land  should  be  with- 
drawn from  salo,  although  a  day  had  been  appointed  for  its  sale. 

Under  the  preemption  act  of  1841  a  settler  upon  offered  laud  was 
required  to  make  proof  and  payment  within  twelve  mouths  from  the 
date  of  his  settlement,  and  upon  failure  to  make  such  proof  and  payment 
within  that  period,  the  land  so  settled  upon  was  then  subject  to  the 
entry  of  any  other  purchaser.  So  a  settler  upon  unoffered  land  was 
required  to  make  proof  and  payment  before  the  day  appointed  by  the 
President  for  the  sale  of  such  land,  and  upon  failure  to  make  proof  and 
payment  withiu  such  time,  the  land  was  subject  to  be  offered  at  public 
sale  on  the  day  appointed.  If  iu  the  case  of  offered  lands  no  other 
purchaser  applied  to  make  entry,  it  would  not  affect  the  right  of  the 
preemptor  to  prove  up  and  make  cash  entry  at  any  time  after  the  expi* 
ration  of  the  statutory  period,  or  if  in  the  case  of  a  filing  upon  unoffered 
ls)ud,  the  land  was  afterwards  offered  at  public  sale  according  to  law 
and  remained  unsold  at  the  close  of  such  public  sale,  it  would  be  sub- 
ject to  the  private  cash  entry  of  any  other  purchaser,  but  if  no  such 
purchaser  applied  to  make  entry,  the  pre-emptor  would  still  have  the 
right  to  prove  up  and  make  «ash  entry  under  his  filing. 

The  pre-emption  filing  of  Wilson  being  a  valid  claim,  subsisting  at 
date  of  definite  location,  excepted  the  tract  from  the  operation  of  the 
grant,  and  the  application  of  Orr  was  therefore  erroneously  rejected. 
It  also  appears  that  he  has  not  abandoned  said  claim,  or  located  another 
claim,  or  made  an  entry  in  lieu  thereof,  and  the  facts  set  forth  in  his  ap- 
peal, not  being  controverted  by  the  railroad  company  in  its  answer,  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  is  my  duty,  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1887;  to  direct 
that  this  application  be  allowed,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 


SWAMP  LAND— WAIVER  BY  STATE  AGENT. 

8TATE  OF  Iowa  (Woodbuby  County). 

A  waiver  of  the  T\g,ht  to  submit  testimony  in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  State  to 
swamp  land,  by  one  aathorized  to  examine  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  State,  is 
conclusive  in  sncb  matter  as  aj;ainst  the  State,  and  it  will  not  be  beard  there- 
after to  complain  that  it  did  not  have  full  opportunity  to  offer  such  testimony. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

March  21, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  arising  upon  the  appeal  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  through  its  agent,  Isaac  B.  Hitt,  from  your  office  decision  of  Jan- 
uary 9, 1889,  rejecting  the  application  of  the  said  State  for  cash  indem- 
nity under  the  act  of  March  2, 1855  (10  Stat.,  G34),  for  certain  tracts  of 
land  situate  in  Woodbury  county,  in  said  State,  described  in  your  said 
office  letter  of  January  9, 1889,  alleged  to  be  swamp. 
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The  facts  of  tbe  case,  briefly  Btated.  are  these:  The  State  presenttd 
a  claim  for  indemnity  for  swamp  lands  in  Woodbary  coanty,  sold  by 
the  United  States,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  4,178.42  acres.  Yonr 
office  famished  a  list  of  these  lands  to  its  special  agent,  Oharles  Shackle- 
ford,  with  in  strnctions  to  investigate  the  character  of  the  land.  'Str. 
Shackleford  went  to  Woodbary  connty,  stopping  on  the  way  at  Chi- 
cago, for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  with  Mr.  Isaac  B.  Hitt, 
the  State  agent  for  Iowa,  for  the  taking  of  testimony  in  the  matter  of 
said  lands.  The  arrangements  finally  concluded  were  that  the  Deputy 
State  Agentj  Mr.  F.  A.  Wheeler,  should  act  in  the  matter. 

The  plan  of  investigation  pursued  was  this:  Mr.  Shackleford,  as 
agent  of  your  office,  made  a  personal  examination  of  the  tracts  in  con- 
troversy. In  cases  where,  from  such  personal  examination,  he  became 
satisfied  that  the  land  was  actually  swamp-land  within  the  meaning  of 
the  law,  and  was  prepared,  upon  the  basis  of  facts  which  he  had  thus 
personally  observed,  and  incorporated  in  his  report  to  your  office,  to 
recommend  for  the  allowance  of  indemnity,  it  would  seem  unnecessary 
to  go  to  the  delay,  trouble,  and  expense  of  taking  testimony.  Equally 
so  in  cases  where,  upon  the  same  basis,  the  State  swamp-land  agent 
should  acknowledge  that  the  land  was  not  swampy  in  character,  and 
waive  the  claim  of  the  State  thereto.  It  was  only  in  cases  where  the  agent 
of  your  office  and  of  the  State  should  disagree  that  the  necessity  arose 
for  the  taking  of  testimony. 

Of  the  4,178.42  acres  claimed  by  the  State,  the  special  agent  of  your 
office,  after  x)er8onal  examination,  considered  3285.32  acres  to  be  ^' fit 
for  cultivation,"  but  conceded  that  893.10  acres  were  '^  swamp  or  over- 
flowed." Your  office  decision  of  January  9, 1889,  does  not  dispute  the 
State's  claim  to  indemnity  for  the  latter ;  and  they  are  not  in  question 
here. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  no  testimony  was  taken  as  to  the 
character  of  the  3,285.32  acres  of  land  reported  by  tlie  special  agent  as 
being  fit  for  cultivation,  except  as  to  the  E.  ^  of  the  Is  W.  ^  of  Sec.  27, 
and  the  SB.  J  of  the  8W.  i  and  the  SW.  i  of  the  SB.  i^of  Sec  35,  T.  88 
N.,  R.  47  W.  Testimony  was  taken  as  to  the  character  of  these  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  upon  which  the  special  agent  reported  that 
they  are  "  not  within  the  sco^>eof  the  swamp  laud  gmnt." 

With  reference  to  the  land  in  section  27,. the  testimony  of  two  wit- 
nesses, one  of  whom  is  a  surveyor  who  has  been  well  acquainted  with 
it  shows  that  *'  during  the  spring  months  it  is  well  covered  with  high 
water,  from  one  to  two  inches ;  sometimes  a  month,  sometimes  for  two; 
the  overflow  is  caused  by  creeks  running  out  of  the  bluffis  near  by ;  to 
reclaim  the  land  would  require  a  ditch  about  twelve  miles  long,  for 
outlet ;  the  land  is  all  used  for  hay  purposes ;  ^  that,  although  it  is  good 
timothy  land,  it  is  not  fit  for  cultivation,  except  for  hay. 

The  plats  on  filcin  your  office  show  the  greater  part  of  this  tract  to 
be  swamp,  and,  considering  the  field  notes  and  testimony  together,  I 


278  DECISIONS   RELATING    TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

tbink  it  is  sufficiently  shown  by  the  evidence  that  this  tract  is  swamp 
and  overflowed  and  nnfit  for  cnltivation  within  the  meaning  of  the 
'  swamp  laDd  grant. 

The  evidence  is  8ub8t;antially  the  same  as  to  the  land  in  section  35, 
which,  while  it  prodnces  grass  and  is  not  swampy  or  miry  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  prevent  a  team  from  being  driven  over  it,  yet  is  shown  by 
the  witnesses  to  be  swamp  and  overflowed  and  coald  not  be  cultivated 
to  agricnltnral  crops. 

I  think  the  testimony  sufficiently  shows  that  all  of  these  last  men- 
tioned tracts,  aggregating  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  are  swamp  and 
overflowed,  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  and  that  the  State  is  entitled 
to  indemnity  therefor. 

As  to  the  remaining  3,125.32  acres,  no  testimony  was  taken  to  im- 
peach the  report  of  the  special  agent  that  said  lands  were  fit  for  culti- 
vation, and  upon  the  list  is  attached  the  following  waiver: 

Chicago,  Ills.,  Nov.  8,  1888. 
I  Leroby  waive  and  decline  to  offer  testimony  on  the  fort-going  tracts  of  lauds,  and 
relinquish  claim  of  the  State  of  Iowa  to  indemnity  on  account  thereof. 

Isaac  R.  Hitt,  Siate  Agent. 
by  F.  A.  Whkelrr. 

In  the  appeal  of  the  State  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  Mr.  Hitt, 
the  agent  of  the  State,  simply  says:  ''The  waiver  of  the  State  is 
denied."  He  offers  no  evidence,  however,  to  disprove  the  fact  that 
Wheeler  did  make  the  waiver,  or  that  he  signed  the  paper,  and  states 
no  ground  upon  which  he  challenges  its  validity,  except  that  Wheeler 
had  no  authority  to  make  such  waiver  for  the  State,  never  being  so 
instructed,  and  that  all  waivers  are  made  over  his  own  signature.  Ho 
states,  however,  that  "  Mr.  Wheeler's  instructions,  I  think,  were  verbal 
and  went  so  far  as  to  the  examination  of  witnesses  and  no  farther." 

If  Wheeler  ha<l  the  authority  to  examine  witnesses,  he  certainly  had 
the  authority  to  decline  to  examine  them,  or  to  offer  testimony.  Con- 
ceding that  he  had  no  authority  to  file  a  relinquishment  of  the  claim  of 
the  State  to  indemnity  if  the  testimony  showed  the  land  to  he  swamp 
and  overflowed,  yet  he  did  have  the  authority  to  determine  whether  he 
would  introduce  testimony,  and  if  the  accredited  agent  of  the  State 
invested  him  with  the  authority  to  examine  the  witnesses,  and  he 
waived  or  declined  to  offer  testimony  as  to  certain  tracts,  the  State  is 
bound  and  can  not  complain  that  it  had  not  had  full  opportunity  to 
offer  testimony  in  support  of  its  claim. 

The  State  has  shown  no  sufficient  reason  why  the  government  should 
be  put  to  the  expense  of  Another  investigation,  or  that  further  op|K>r- 
tunity  should  be  allowed  the  State  to  offer  testimony  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  these  lands,  and  it  appearing  from  the  report  of  the  special 
agent  that  at  the  date  of  the  swamp  land  grant,  the  greater  part  of  each 
smallest  legal  subdivision  was  not  swamp  or  overflowed  so  as  to  render 
them  unfit  for  cultivation,  the  claim  of  the  State  to  indemnity  for  the 
same  is  denied. 
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PRE-EMPTION  ENTRY— TRAXSFEREE— ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1891. 

Charles  O.  Cranson  et  al. 

A  pre-emption  entry,  made  in  the  absence  of  any  adverse  claim  to  the  land,  is  con- 
firmed by  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891,  where  it  is  shown  that  the  land  was 
subsequently,  and  prior  to  March  1,  1888,  sold  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  a  valu- 
able consideration,  and  no  fraud  on  the  part  of  such  purchaser  has  been  fonnd. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  March  21, 1891. 

■ 

This  is  an  appeal  by  George  I.  Harry,  from  your  office  decision  of 
December  6, 1888,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Charles  C.  Cran- 
son and  said  Harry,  involving  the  N.  i  SW.  ^,  Sec.  12,  T.  112  F.,  B. 
78  W.,  Hnron,  Dakota. 

Cranson  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  November  20,  alleg- 
ing settlement  on  said  tract  November  16, 1883,  and  made  cash  entry 
therefor,  May  28, 1884. 

On  Aagast  4, 1886,  a  special  agent  of  your  office  reported  said  entry 
speculative,  and  also  that  May  31, 1884,  Cranson  conveyed  the  land  to 
Harry  lor  $300,  and  at  the  subsequent  hearing  testified  that  such  con- 
veyance was  shown  by  the  county  records 

On  February  8, 1887,  your  office  held  said  entry  for  cancellation  with 
permission  to  the'  entryman  and  his  transferee  to  show  cause  within 
sixty  days  after  notice  why  it  should  be  sustained. 

On  March  25,  1887,  Harry  asking  an  opportunity  to  sustain  the  entry 
filed  an  application  for  hearing,  and  the  same  was  subsequently 
ordered  by  your  office. 

From  the  evidence  adduced  at  the  hearing  thus  ordered,  the  local 
officers  fonnd  December  24, 1887,  that  the  entry  should  be  canceled. 

On  appeal  by  Harry  this  ruling  was  affirmed  and  the  entry  held  for 
cancellation  by  the  decision  appealed  from. 

The  appeal  here,  as  well  as  that  to  your  office,  is  based  mainly  upon 
the  allegation  that  Cranson  was  without  notice  of  the  proceeding  by 
the  government  against  his  entry,  and  that  consequently  both  the  local 
and  your  office  were  without  jurisdiction. 

For  the  reasons  hereafter  set  out,  I  have  deemed  it  unnecessary  to 
discuss  the  matters  thus  alleged. 

Section  7,  of  the  act  of  Maich  3, 1891,  provides  that 

all  entries  made  under  the  pre-emption,  homestead,  desert-land  or  timber-cnltnre 
laws,  in  which  final  proof  and  payment  may  have  been  made  and  certificates  issued, 
and  to  which  there  are  no  adverse  claims  originating  prior  to  final  entry,  and  which 
have  been  sold  or  incumbered  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1888,  and  after  final  entry 
to  bona  fide  pnrchasers  or  incumbrancers,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  shall,  unless 
upon  an  iuTestigation  by  a  government  agent  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  has 
been  found,  be  confirmed  and  patented  upon  presentation  of  satisfactory  proof  to  the 
Land  Department  of  such  sale  or  incumbrance. 
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So  far  as  the  record  discloses  there  was,  at  the  date  of  Cranson's 
entry,  no  adverse  claim  to  the  land.  The  special  agent's  report,  as  well 
as  his  testimony  at  the  hearing,  show  that  the  tract  was  sold  to  a  bona 
fide  purchaser  for  a  valuable  consideration  long  prior  to  March  1,  1888, 
and  no  ^<  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  has  been  found." 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  entry  in  question  has  all  the  le^iuisites  to 
confirmation  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  supra.  The  judgment  of 
your  office  must,  therefore,  be  reversed  and  the  pending  entry  passed 
to  patent. 

PROCEEDINGfl  TO  CAITCBL  CERTrFICATION- GRADUATION  BNTRT. 

CLOESSNBR  V.  ViCKSBUBG,   ShREVEPORT   AND   PaCIPIO  B.  E.  COM- 
PANY. 

The  enrbneonH  certification  to  a  railroad  company  of  land  previonsly  purchased  by  an 
applicant  nuder  the  graduation  act,  calls  for  proceedings  under  the  act  of  March 
3y  1887,  to  cancel  said  certification. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  OeneralLand  Officcj 

March  21,  1891. 

By  letter  of  August  11, 1890,  your  office  stated  that  on  January  5, 
1855,  one  Charles  J.  Cloessner  made  gra<1  nation  cash  entry  No.  15394, 
Monroe  series,  Louisiana,  for  the  8W.  J,  Sec.  26  and  SB.  J,  Sec.  27,  T. 
17  N.,  B.  5  W.,  in  said  State ;  that  the  tracts  are  within  the  granted 
limits  of  the  grant  by  act  of  June  3,  1856,  to  the  State,  for  the  Yicks- 
burg,  Shreveport  and  Texas,  now  Yicksburg,  Shreveport  and  Paci6c 
railroad  company,  and  that  said  entry  having  been  erroneously  posted 
by  your  office  as  in  ^'  section  35,"  same  township  and  range,  the  SE.  ^ 
of  section  27,  was  certified  to  the  St-ate,  on  October  7, 1859,  for  the  rail- 
road company,  it  then  appearing  clear  upon  the  records;  that  the  affi- 
davit of  Cloessner  and  the  register's  certificate  forwarded  to  your  office 
described  the  tracts  first  above  named,  but  the  receipt  described  the 
SW.  ^,  Sec.  26  and  NW.  ^  Sec.  35,  same  township  and  range;  that  on 
May  16, 1855,  the  certificate  was  returned  to  the  register,  with  instrnc 
tions  to  compare  the  same  with  the  application  to  enter,  make  any  cor- 
rection necessary  and  return  the  same  to  your  office ;  that  the  local 
officers  failed  to  respond,  and  nothing  further  was  done  in  the  premises 
until  April  8, 1874,  when  your  office  directed  the  local  officers  to  make 
search  for  the  certificate  and  to  comply  with  the  instructions  of  1855. 

These  officers  reported  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  that  the  papers 
could  not  be  found.  On  June  18, 1874,  the  register  then  in  office  made 
a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  Cloessner,  on  January  5, 1855,  had  pur- 
chased the  tract  first  above  described. 

On  August  7, 1874,  the  case  was  suspended  and  the  local  officers  were 
directed  to  call  upon  the  claimant  for  his  affidavit  ^^  as  to  the  land  ^e 
intended  to  enter." 
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Nothing  farther  was  done  in  the  matter  antil  January  3, 1890,  when 
the  attorney  forGIoessner  reqnested  that  patent  be  issued  on  the  entry, 
stating  that  as  the  SE.  ^^  Sec  27,  had  been  conveyed  to  the  railroa<l 
company,  the  entryman  to  avoid  controversy,  would  release  all  right 
thereto,  if  a  patent  wonld  issue  to  him  for  the  l^W.  ^,  Sec.  35,  instead. 

Your  office  states  that  the  E.  i  of  8»id  NW.  ^  of  Sec.  35,  was  sold 
to  B.  L.  Myrick  on  May  2, 1855,  and  the  W.  i  thereof  was  sold  to  W. 
L.  Myrick  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  and  that  patents  have  issued 
for  the  same. 

It  appears  that  by  letter  of  April  3, 1890,  your  office  reqnested  the 
attorney  for  said  company  to  cause  the  reconveyance  of  said  tract  to 
the  United  States,  to  the  end  that  no  cloud  may  rest  upon  the  title  of 
Cloessner,  to  which  said  attorney  replied  that  it  was  impossible  to  com- 
ply with  said  demand  for  the  reason  that  the  tract  had  been  sold  by 
the  company  some  years  since  to  Mrs.  Annie  Penfield  Mower,  as  ap- 
peared from  a  letter  of  the  general  attorney  of  the  company. 

As  it  appears  that  Cloessner  has  the  prior  claim  to  this  tract,  and 
that  his  right  has  been  thus  far  defeated  by  the  action  of  your  office  in 
causing  the  erroneous  certiflcsition  for  said  conopany,  I  am  of  opinion 
proceedings  should  be  instituted  to  cancel  said  certification  under  the 
act  of  March  3, 1887. 

You  will,  accordingly,  make  demand  on  the  proper  officer  of  said 
company  in  accordance  with  section  two  of  said  act,  and  report  the 
action  taken  thereunder  by  the  company. 


VALENTINE  SClUP—IlEflBRVATION. 

Cybus  F.  Clapp. 

Land  embraced  within  an  existing  reservation  for  townsite  purposes  is  not  sulnjeot 

to  location  with  Valentine  scrip. 

Secretary  NohU  to  the  Commift/tioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office,  March  25, 

1891. 

With  your  letter  of  June  25,  1890,  yon  transmit  the  appeal  of  Gyrus 
F.  Glapp  from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  March  15,  1890,  affirming 
the  action  of  the  local  office  in  rejecting  the  application  of  said  Chipp 
to  locate  Valentine  scrip  on  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  unsur* 
veyed  lands  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Port  Angeles,  in  the  State  of  Wiish- 
ington. 

Said  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  for  the  reason  that 
the  land  upon  which  he  applied  to  locate  said  scrip  was,  as  shown  by 
the  records  of  the  local  office,  a  United  States  naval  and  military  reser- 
vation. 

Upon  appeal  therefrom,  you  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers 
rejecting  said  application,  but  upon  the  ground  that  the  tract  in  contro- 
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versy  is  within  tbe  Port  Angeles  towns  ite  reservation,  and  was  legally 
oecapietl  and  appropriated  as  a  part  of  sach  reservation  created  by 
executive  order,  dated  March  10, 1863,  nnder  the  act  of  March  3,  18G3, 
authorizing  the  President  to  reserve  from  the  pablic  lands  townsites  on 
the  shores  of  harbors,  important  portages,  etc. 

From  this  action,  the  applicant  appealed,  alleging  error  snbstantially 
as  follows:  (1)  In  holding  that  the  tract  in  controversy  is  within  the 
Port  Angeles  townsite  reservation  and  was  legally  occupied  and  appro 
priated  as  a  townsite  reservation  nnder  said  executive  order  of  March 
10^  1863,  or  that  any  valid,  legal  and  efiective  reservation  of  said  land 
ever  existed,  either  as  a  military  and  naval  reservation  or  as  a  townsite 
reservation;  and,  (2),  being  public  land  of  the  United  States  not  appro- 
priated at  the  date  of  said  application,  and  subject  to  location  with 
Valentine  scrip,  it  was  error  to  reject  it. 

It  appears  from  the  records  that  on  June  18,  1862,  Victor  E.  Smith,  a 
special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Com  - 
missioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  requesting  that  in  anticipation  of 
the  passage  of  a  bill  then  pending  before  Congress,  providing  for  the 
reservation  of  lands  for^ townsites,  that  certain  lands  at  Port  Angeles, 
to  the  extent  of  five  and  one-half  miles  in  length  along  the  bay,  be  with- 
drawn for  townsite  purposes,  and  stating  that  reservations  for  light- 
house, naval,  and  revenue  purposes  might  be  necessary  at  that  point. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  submitted  this  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  which  he  described  as  an  application 
for  a  reservation,  ^<  five  and  one  half  miles  front  by  one  mile  deep  on 
the  south  side  of  and  fronting  on  Puget  Sound,  according  to  the  locus 
indicated  on  plat  ^  B'  herewith,  in  township  30,  ranges  5  and  6  west, 
Wasbinton  Territory,"  and  recommen  ded  that  a  withdrawal  of  the  land 
for  the  purposes  of  said  reservation  be  approved  by  the  President. 
This  letter  was  accompanied  by  a  plat  designating  the  land  to  be  em- 
braced in  said  reservation,  and  includes  the  land  in  controversy. 

On  June  10, 1862,  the  President  endorsed  on  said  letter:  '^I^et  the 
reservation  be  made  as  within  recommended,"  and,  on  June  20, 1862, 
the  surveyor-general  and  the  local  officers  were  instructed  by  the  Com- 
missioner to  note  and  respect  the  land  designated  as  a  reservation. 

On  March  3, 1863,  the  act  was  approved,  authorizing  the  President 
to  reserve  from  the  public  lands,  whether  surveyed  or  unsurveyed, 
townsites  on  the  shores  of  harlK)r8  at  the  junction  of  rivers,  important 
portages,  or  any  natural  or  prospective  centers  of  population,  and  to 
cause  them  to  be  surveyed  into  urban  or  suburban  lots  of  suitable  size, 
and  to  be  offered  for  sale  at  public  outcry  to  the  highest  bidder  (Sec- 
tions 2380,  2381,  Revised  Statutes).  Thereafter  the  attention  of  the 
Commissioner  was  called  to  the  passage  of  said  act  by  a  communication 
from  Victor  Smith,  the  collector  of  customs  at  Puget  Sound,  who  rec- 
ommended that  the  Port  Angeles  reservation  be  surveyed,  and  of  the 
thirty  six  hundred  acres,  more  or  less,  six  hundred  acres  be  laid  off  in 
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urban  lots,  fifty  by  one  hundred  and  forty  feet,  and  the  balance  in  five 
and  ten  acre  lots. 

This  letter  was  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who 
favored  the  proposition  with  certain  modifications  as  to  the  qaantity  of 
land  to  be  snrveyed  into  urban  and  suburban  lots,  and  recommended 
that  ''five  hundred  acres  of  the  reservation,  contiguous  to  the  bay,  a 
little  more  or  less,  according  to  the  specialty  of  the  surface,  be  sur- 
veyed into  urban  squares,  and  that  two  thousand  acres  be  surveyed 
into  suburban  lots,  leaving  one  thousand  and  twenty,  or  thereabouts, 
of  the  most  distant  part  thereof  for  further  disposal.'' 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  submitted  this  report  to  the  President, 
calling  attention  to  the  reservation  made  by  order  of  June  19, 1862, 
and  recommended  that  the  President  '*'  sanction  the  relinquishment  of 
the  former  reservation  to  the  extent  proposed,  and  approve  the  survey 
and  sale  of  the  land  in  urban  and  suburban  lots,  in  conformity  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commissioner.^ 

Upon  this  letter  the  President,.on  March  10, 1863,  made  the  follow- 
ing endorsement : 

The  reservation  within  named,  except  in  regard  to  so  ranch  of  said  lands  as  may 
he  needed  for  liglit-honse  pnrposes,  is  revoked  in  respect  to  the  uses  mentioned  in  my 
order  of 'June  19, 1862;  bnt  is  confirmed  as  a  reservation  for  a  townsite,  nuder  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  '^An  act  for  increasing  the  revenne  by  reser- 
vation and  sale  of  towusites  on  public  lands,'  approved  March  lif  1863 ;  and  I  direct 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  cause  said  land,  except  so  much  thereof  needed  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  be  snrveyed  in  urban  and  suburban  lots,  in  conformity 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  within 
referred  to. 

In  accordance  therewith,  instructions  were  given  to  the  surveyor- 
general  relative  to  the  survey  of  said  reservation,  directing  him  to  adopt 
and  close  upon  the  boundary  line  of  the  survey  and  field  notes,  the  plat 
of  which  accompanied  the  letter  to  the  President  when  tlie  first  reser- 
vation was  made  and  which  included  the  land  in  controversy ;  that  five 
hundred  acres  (more  or  less  according  to  conformation  of  surface),  con- 
tiguous to  the  bay,  should  be  surveyed  into  urban  lots,  and  that  one 
thousand  to  two  thousand  acres  next  adjoining  the  townsite  should  be 
laid  ofi'  in  suburban  lots,  and  to  report,  subject  to  instructions,  what 
localities  shall  be  divided  into  lots  of  ten  acres  and  what  number  of  lots 
shall  be  surveyed,  but  the  whole  number  of  such  lots  shall  not  exceed 
two  hundred.  He  was  also  directed  to  consult  and  co-operate  with  Col- 
lector Smith  in  making  the  survey. 

In  September,  1863,  the  surveyor-general  submitted  a  plat  showing 
the  urban  lots  on  the  bay,  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
immediately  adjoining  on  the  west,  designated  '^  U.  8.  Navy  and  Mili- 
tary Beseivation,"  and  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  entire  tract  as 
surveyed,  and  in  submitting  said  report  he  stated  that,  under  his  in- 
structions to  co-openite  with  Collector  Smith,  <'  he  nominally  submitted 
the  whole  matt'Cr  of  the  survey  of  the  townsite  to  his  judgment  and 
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discretion,"  who  assnined  the  exercise  of  a  large  discretion  <Mii  laying 
off  a  naval  and  military  reservation  in  the  place  of  the  ten  acre  lots." 

The  snrveyor-general,  consid^ng  that  there  was  no  aathority  for 
laying  off  snch  a  reservation,  declined  to  approve  it,  bnt  submitted  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Department  The  plat  sabmitted  with  this  report 
was  superseded  by  another  plat,  approved  by  the  surveyor-general, 
November  4, 1863,  but  both  plats  are  alike  as  to  the  exterior  boun- 
daries of  the  towusite,  and  the  tract  laid  off  for  a  naval  and  military 
reservation. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  this  report,  the  Commissioner  stated, 
with  regard  to  the  naval  and  military  reservation,  that  the  office  did 
not  contemplate  such  a  survey  tn  the  instructions,  but  the  question  of 
making  such  reserve  would  be  submitted  to  the  War  Department  and 
their  views  obtained.  The  question  was  submitted  to  that  Depart- 
ment, but  it  seems  that  no  further  action  was  taken  thereon. 

Upon  these  facts  it  is  contended  that  no  reservation  was  made  of 

this  land  for  naval  or  military  purposes ;  that  it  was  not  included  in 

the  reservation  for  the  Port  Angeles  townsite,  and  was  unappropriated, 

unoccupied  public  land  at  the  date  of  the  application  to  locate  it  with 

Valentine  scrip. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  original  reservation,  as  shown  by  the 

map  transmitted  to  the  local  officers  and  the  surveyor  general,  embraced 

all  that  portion  of  the  reservation  afterwards  known  as  the  naval  and 

military  reservation,  including  the  sand  spit  on  which  is  located  the 

light-house. 

The  order  of  June  19, 1862,  reserved  all  of  said  land  for  light-house 
purposes  and  for  other  public  uses.  The  order  of  March  10, 1863,  did. 
not  restore  any  part  of  this  reservation  to  the  public  domain,  but  stated 
that  '<  the  reservation  within  named,  except  in  regard  to  so  much  of  said 
lands  as  may  be  needed  for  lighthouse  purposes,  is  revoked  in  respect 
to  the  uses  mentioned  in  my  order  of  June  19,  1862,  but  is  confirmed  as 
a  reservation  for  a  townsite.''  That  is,  the  entire  reservation  made  by 
the  order  of  June  19,  1862,  which  included  the  sand  spit  and  that  part 
of  the  tract  afterwards  designated  as  a  naval  and  military  reservation, 
was  reserved  for  townsite  purposes,  except  so  much  as  may  be' needed 
ibr  light-house  purposes. 

The  land  reserved  by  the  order  of  June  19, 1862,  was  designated  on 
the  map  submitted  with  the  letter  recommending  said  reservation,  and 
the  exterior  boundaries  appear  to  be  the  same  as  shown  by  the  map  of 
November  4, 1863. 

The  instructions  of  the  Commissioner  for  the  survey  of  this  land 
could  not  have  diminished  the  reservation,  nor  was  it  intended,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  surveyor-general,  who  states  that  the 
collector  assumed  authority  to  lay  off  a  <^  military  and  naval  reservation 
in  the  place  of  the  ten  acre  lots."  That  is,  the  naval  and  military  res- 
ervation was  intended  to  be  reserved  as  such  from  a  part  of  the  town- 
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site,  iustAad  of  laying  off  that  part  iuto  tea  acre  lots,  as  jnstracted,  but 
it  did  not  create  or  attempt  to  create  a  new  reservation  of  the  pablic 
land  other  than  that  reserved  by  the  President,  bat  merely  to  appro- 
priate a  part  of  the  towusite  reservation  for  such  purpose. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  question  was  submitted  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  its  views,  as  to  whether  that  part  of  the  townsite  should  be 
appropriated  for  a  ^^  U.  S.  !Naval  and  Military  Reservation,"  and  no 
action  was  taken  thereon,  did  not  affect  the  reservation  which  the 
President  by  his  order  of  March  10,  L8(]3,  ^'  confirmed  as  a  reservation 
for  a  townsite,"  nor  was  it  in  any  manner  aff'ected  by  the  action  of  Col- 
lector Smith  in  appropriating  that  part  of  the  townsite  for  a  naval  and 
military  reservation^  and  so  designating  it  on  the  plat,  instead  of  sub- 
dividing it  into  ten  acre  lots,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  your 
ofiQce  to  the  surveyor-geperaL 

It  remains  with  the  government  whether  it  will  continue  to  appro- 
priate said  land  to  such  purposes,  or  whether  it  shall  be  surveyed  and 
sold  as  townsite  lots* 

Your  decision,  holding  that  said  land  had  been  set  apart  as  a  reser- 
vation at  the  time  of  this  application,  and  was  not  therefore  subject  to 
location,  is  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  CONTEST— PKEFEKENCE  RIGHT  OF  CONTESTANT. 

Matthews  t?.  Babbabonie. 

A  contest  on  the  ground  of  abandonment  may  be  properly  entertained  against  a  home- 
stead entry  thongh  the  statutory  life  of  snoh  entry  has  expired. 

The  cancellation  of  such  an  entry  by  the  General  Ijand  Office,  on  proceedings  begun 
subsequently  to  such  contest,  will  not  defeat  the  preference  right  of  the  contest- 
ant who  had  prior  thereto  submitted  sufQcient  testimony  to  sustain  the  charge, 
and  secured  the  favorable  judgment  of  the  local  office  thereon. 

An  entry  made  subject  to  the  preference  right  of  a  successful  contestant,  should  not  be 
canceled  without  due  notice  to  the  entryman,  with  opportunity  to  be  heard  in 
its  defense. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

.  Land  Office^  March  23,  1891. 

October  13, 1870,  Patrick  Fay  made  homestead  entry  for  the  SE.  ^  of 
Sec.  9,  T.  36  K.,  B.  1  E.,  Seattle,  Washingtou. 

Novembers,  1886,  more  than  neven  years  sabseqaent  to  Fay's  entry, 
John  L.  Matthews  filed  a  contest  against  the  same,  alleging  abandon- 
ment by  Pay  for  five  years  prior  to  contest. 

Notice  was  properly  served  by  pablication,  and,  in  parsnance  thereof, 
the  testimony  was  taken  before  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Skagit 
county,  Washington  Territory,  March  14,  1887. 

.  March  30,  the  local  officers  rendered  their  opinion  recommending 
that  the  entxy  be  canceled. 
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The  defendant  did  not  appear.  The  contest  papers  and  evidence 
were  transmitted  to  your  office  May  10th  of  the  same  year.  July  20^ 
1887,  your  office  canceled  the  entry,  without  regard  to  the  contest  of 
Matthews,  but  by  reason  of  the  expiration  of  the  lifetime  of  the  entry. 

The  register  reports  that  upon  such  cancellation,  Matthews  was  noti- 
fied thereof  by  personal  service  upon  his  attorney,  John  F.  Goney. 

December  6, 1887,  John  Barbaronie,  defendant  herein,  was  allowed 
to  make  homestead  entry  No.  9363  for  said  tract. 

January  5, 1888,  Matthews  also  was  allowed  to  make  homestead  entry 
for  the  same,  upon  his  statement  that  he  had  not  received  official  notice 
of  the  cancellation  of  the  Fay  entry,  until  December  1856. 

January  26, 1888,  your  office  re-canceled  the  Fay  entry. 

This  second  cancellation  was  responsive  to  Matthews'  contest,  and 
he  was  notified  of  the  same,  and,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  thirty  days 
from  such  notice,  he  again  applied  to  enter  the  land  and  accompanied 
his  application  with  his  own  and  other  affidavits,  showing  that  he  had 
purchased  the  improvements  of  one  Iluse  (who  was  a  squatter  on  the 
land)  and  had  made  some  improvements  of  the  value  of  eighty  or  ninety 
dollars ;  that  he  had  lived  on  it  continuously  since  1886,  and  that  dur- 
ing a  temporary  absence  in  November  and  December,  1887,  Barbaronie 
had  taken  possession  of  the  land  and  made  entry  thereof,  and  refused 
to  allow  him  to  come  on  the  land ;  that  he  thereupon  wrote  to  the  laud 
office  at  Seattle,  inquiring  as  to  his  contest,  and  then  (December  1887) 
for  the  first  time  learned  of  the  oancellation  of  July  20th. 

He  therefore  asked  that  Barbaronie's  entry  be  canceled,  and  his  ap- 
plication allowed,  or  a  hearing  ordered  to  determine  their  respective 
rights. 

His  petition  and  accompanying  papers  were  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  on  July  28, 1888,  your  office, 
by  letter  of  that  date,  held  that  its  decision  of  ^^January  26, 1888,  was 
ill  error  in  cancelling  Fay's  entry  (3183),  and  resulted  through  the  fact 

being  overlooked  that  the  entry  had  been  previously  canceled," 

and  amended  the  same  ^^  so  as  to  show  the  dosing  of  the  case  of  Mat- 
thews V,  Fay  in  favor  of  Matthews,  and  the  allowance  to  him  of  the 
preference  right  of  entering  the  land  by  virtue,  of  his  contest  proceed- 
ings," and  held  the  entry  of  Barbaronie  for  cancellation,  because  in  con- 
flict with  Matthews'  entry  of  January  5,  1888. 

From  this  decision  Barbaronie  has  appealed  to  this  Department, 
claiming  that  Matthews'  contest  was  improi>erly  allowed,  because,  at 
the  time  he  began  it,  Fay's  entry  had  expired  by  limitation,  and  that 
if  it  was  properly  allowed,  Matthews  lost  his  rights  thereunder  by  flail- 
iug  to  exercise  his  preference  right  within  thirty  days  from  notice  of 
cancellation  by  the  Commissioner  of  July  20,  1887.  He  asks  therefore 
that  the  entry  of  Barbaronie  be  allowed  to  stand,  or,  '^  In  the  event 

that  it  is  deemed  necessary that  a  hearing  be  ordered|  where 

testimony  in  relation  to  the  same  be  given," 
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The  record  in  this  oase  is  a  handle  of  errors  and  furnishes  no  suffi- 
cient information  upon  which  to  determine  the  rights  of  these  parties. 

The  contest  was  properly  allowed,  notwithstanding  Fay's  entry  had 
expired  by  limitation,  for  it  was  properly  allowed  when  made  and  was 
intact  upon  the  records  when  Matthews  applied  to  contest.  While  it 
so  remained  of  recoitl,  Matthews  could  not  be  allowed  to  make  entry 
of  the  land,  but  was  compelled  first  to  remove  Fay's  entry,  which  he 
could  only  do  by  a  contest,  and  his  contest  was  initiated  before  any  steps 
had  been  taken  by  the  government  to  cancel  it. 

He  was  therefore  entitled  to  his  preference  right  when  the  same  was 
canceled  by  letter  of  July  20,  1887,  notwithstanding  such  cancellation 
was  ordered  independently  of  his  contest.  He  had  submitted  his  testi- 
mony, which  fully  sustained  the  allegations  of  his  contest,  and  had  se- 
cured a  judgment  of  the  local  officers  recommending  cancellation  of  the 
entry — all  of  which  proceedings  had  been  before  the  Commissioner  for 
two  months  prior  to  his  order  of  cancellation. 

As  to  whether  he  was  timely  or  properly  notified  through  his  attor- 
ney of  such  cancellation  does  not  satisfactorily  appear  from  the  report 
of  the  register.  He  says:  ^^Upon  the  cancellation  of  said  entry  by 
your  letter  ^0'  of  July  20, 1887,  said  Matthews,  contestant,  was  notified 
thereof,  notice  being  served  personally  upon  John  F.  Goney,  his  atty." 

It  does  not  apj[)ear  from  this  when  such  notice  was  served.  *^  Upon 
the  cancellation  of  the  entry"  is  indefinite,  and  the  notice  itself  does 
not  accompany  the  record,  nor  any  other  evidence  as  to  service.  - 

If  he  was  notified  of  the  cancellation,  either  by  service  of  notice  on 
himself  or  his  attorney  more  than  thirty  days  prior  to  his  entry  of  Jan- 
uary 5,  1887,  his  entry  of  that  date  was  improperly  allowed,  because  at 
said  date  the  entry  of  Barbaronie  was  of  record,  and  it  was  entitled  to 
X>riority  by  reason  of  Matthews  having  failed  to  avail  himself  of  his  pref- 
erence right  within  the  time  allowed  by  law. 

It  was  error  also  to  cancel  the  entry  of  Barbaronie  without  notice  to 
him,  thus  giving  him  an  o})portunity  to  be  heard  in  its  defense.  Bus- 
sell  V,  (ferrold,  10  L.  D.,  18. 

Again,  by  the  report  of  the  register,  as  to  the  appeal  of  Barboronio 
from  your  office  decision,  it  appears  that  he  was  notified  of  said  decision 
July  5, 1889,  and  his  appeal  was  filed  October  2,  1889.  If  this  is  true, 
then,  Barbaronie  is  precluded  by  reason  of  failure  to  appeal  within 
seventy  days  from  notice  of  decision  cancelling  his  entry. 

The  equities  seem  to  be  with  Matthews,  but  I  am  unable  to  decide 
the  case  on  the  incoherent  and  nnintelligible  record  before  me.  You 
will  direct  a  hearing  upon  the  matters  hereinbefore  pointed  out  that  a 
decision  may  be  made  in  conformity  with  the  rights  of  the  parties  as 
shown  by  such  investigation. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified  accordingly. 


288  DECISIONS    RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS. 

ABANDONED  MILITAUY  KE8ERVATION-FOUT  ELLIS. 

John  W.  Imes. 

The  right  to  enter  land  embraced  within  an  abandoned  luilitary  reservation  is  re- 
stricted by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  5, 1884,  to  those  who  have  made  in 
the  manner  prescribed  an  actual  settlement  thereon. 

An  applicant  for  such  lauds  can  not  found  any  right  of  entry  on  the  claims  of  others 
that  were  existing  at  the  date  the  reservation  was  made,  and  that  have  since 
been  extinguished. 

The  act  of  February  13,  1891,  directing  the  disposition  of  Fort  Ellis  military  reser- 
vation protects  only  such  settlement  rights  as  were  acquired  under,  and  recog- 
nised by  the  act  of  1884. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oenerdt 

Land  Office^  March  24, 1891. 

On  September  16^  1889,  the  local  officers  at  Bozeman,  Montana,  ^^sas- 
peoded''  the  bomeBt^ad  application  of  John  W.  Imes  for  the  SE.^,  Sec 
14y  T.  2  S.,  B.  6  E.,  for  conflict  with  the  Fort  Ellis  military  reservation. 

Imes  appealed,  whereupon  your  office,  December  10,  1889,  affirmed 
the  action  of  the  local  office  ^^  rejecting  "  his  said  application. 

Imes  appeals  here. 

It  appears  from  the  statements  of  your  office  that  the  tract  was  em- 
braced in  the  executive  order  of  March  1, 1870,  enlarging  the  limits  of 
the  original  reservation  as  declared  by  executive  order  of  February  15, 
1868.  The  records  of  this  office  show  that  said  reservation  was  turned 
over  to  the  Department  by  executive  order,  dated  July  26,  1886,  for 
disposal  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884  (23  Stats.,  103),  entitled  <'  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  abandoned  and  useless  military  i-eserva- 
tions." 

The  applicant  alleges  that  Orlenzo  Maltby  and  Jacob  Gum  bad 
settled  upon  the  land,  then  unsurveyed,  prior  to  the  original  reserva- 
tion. In  support  of  this  allegation  he  proiluces  certified  copies  of  sepa- 
rate declarations  filed  by  Maltby  and  Gum,  May  1,  1865, ^mong  the 
county  records.  By  these  declarations  Maltby  and  Gum  each  claim  ^*a 
valid  right  to  the  occupation,  possession  and  enjoyment"  of  a  tract  of 
land,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  described  by  metes 
and  bounds. 

The  applicant  asserts  that  said  declarations  show  '^  that  they  settled 
on  lands  covering  said  quarter  section  in  May,  1865."  He  makes,  how- 
ever, no  further  showing  touching  their  acts  in  connection  with  the 
land. 

He  further  alleges  that  although  the  original  reservation  included 
only  twenty-three  and  six-tenths  acres  of  said  quarter  section.  Gum  and 
Maltby  were  unlawfully  ejected  by  the  military  authorities. 

He  accordingly  contends  in  effect,  that  had  Maltby  and  Gum  been 
allowed  to  occupy  the  tract  until  the  abandonment  of  the  reservation, 
they  could,  under  the  act  of  1884,  supra^  have  made  entry  when  the 
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(survey  was  filed  in  1889,  that  while  they  have  failed  to  assert  their 
rights,  their  settlemeut  excepted  the  land  from  the  reservation,  and  that 
the  same  should  be  awarded  to  him  as  the  first  legal  applicant. 

The  act  of  1884,  «tipra,  directs  that  abandoned  military  reservations 
daly  returned  by  the  President  to  the  conti-ol  of  this  Department  shall 
be  sold  in  the  specified  manner,  with  the  proviso  that — 

aoy  settler  who  was  in  actual  occapation  of  any  porliun  of  any  such  reservations 
prior  to  the  location  of  snch  reservation,  or  settled  thereon  prior  to  January  first, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-four,  in  good  faith  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  home 
and  of  entering  the  same  under  the  general  laws  and  has  continued  in  such  occupa- 
tion to  the  present  time,  and  is  by  law  entitled  to  make  a  homestead  entry  shall  be 
entitled  to  enter  the  land  so  occupied,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
a  body,  accoitiing  to  the  government  surveys  and  subdivisions. 

The  right  to  enter  any  of  the  lands  formerly  embraced  in  the  said 
reservation  is  thas  restricted  to  one  who  has  made  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed, an  actual  settlement  thereon.  This  the  applicant  has  not  done. 
It  follows  that  his  application  has  been  properly  rejected. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  rights  of  Maltby  and  Gam  they  are 
not  now  in  issue.  In  any  event  Imes  can  found  no  right  on  claims  ex- 
istinfi:  at  the  date  the  reservation  was  ma<le,  that  have  since  been  extin- 
guished. Staltzv.  White  Spirit  ei  al.  (lOL.  D.,144)^  Charles  W.  Fil- 
kins  (5  L.  D.,  49). 

Eeferenoe  is  made  in  a  brief  recently  filed  by  applicant's  couqsel  to 
the  act  of  February  13, 1891,  under  the  provision  of  which  it  is  claimed 
his  application  should  be  allowed.  This  act  after  diricting  the  exten- 
sion of  the  public  surveys  over  said  reservation  and  granting  the  sec- 
tion containing  the  '^buildings  and  improvements  thereon"  allows 
(section  3,)  the  State  to  select  in  the  manner  prescribed  the  remainder 
of  said  reserve  or  any  portion  thereof  at  any  time  within  one  year  after 
approval  of  survey  with  the  proviso:  ^^That  no  existing  lawful  rights 
to  any  of  said  lands  initiated  under  any  of  the  laws  of  the  Dnited  States 
shall  be  invalidated  by  this  act. " 

It  is  urged  that  the  applicant  had  snch  lawful  right. 

The  only  lawful  rights  to  these  lands  could  exist  at  the  date  of  this 
grant  to  the  State  were  those  acquired  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884, 
that  is  by  settlers  piior  to  the  reserve  or  to  January  1,  1884,  who  con- 
tinued occupancy  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  home.  That  Imes  is 
not  such  settler  seems  clear. 

In  the  brief  referred  to  counsel  say  that  the  applicant  settled  upon 
and  improved  the  land  to  the  value  of  almost  $200.  The  time  of  his 
settlement  is  not  stated  nor  are  his  improvements  described.  The  rec- 
ord contains  no  evidence  of  such  settlement  and  improvement  by  him 
and  he  appears  simply  as  an  applicant.  Furthermore  it  is  not  shown 
that  he  had  any  rights  under  the  act  of  July,  1884,  consequently  the 
act  of  February,  1891,  has  no  bearing  upon  the  case  at  bar  and  no 
reason  is  apparent  for  the  hearing  which  in  the  event  of  the  present 
17681— VOL  12 19 
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record  being  found  iusafiQcient  to  warrant  the  applicant's  entry,  is  ra> 
quebted  by  counsel. 

Tlie  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 

Pending  his  appeal  Imes  applied,  April  7, 1890,  to  amend  his  appli- 
cation BO  as  to  embrace  other  tracts  in  the  same  section.  Said  applica- 
tion to  amend  is,  with  the  record,  transmitted  herewith. 


OSAGE  LAJ9D— RESIDENCB. 

JETT  V.  BOGEBS. 

Six  moDtbs  continnons  residence  next  preceding  date  of  Osage  final  proof  is  not 
qnired,  bat  after  settlement  is  made  tlie  residence  should  be  continuous  until 
pioof  is  submitted,  and  a  home  maintained  on  the  land  to  the  exclosionof  one 
elsewhere  during  such  period. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office j  March  26, 1891. 

On  May  12,  1885,  Bobert  W.  Bogers  filed  Osage  declaratory  state- 
ment for  the  S.  i  of  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  5,  and  the  N.  ^  of  the  NE.  i  of 
Sec.  8,  T.  32  S.,  B.  21  W.,  Garden  City,  Kansas,  alleging  settlement 
thereon  February  25th,  of  the  same  year. 

On  July  29,  1885,  he  published  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  final 
proof  before  Thomas  E.  Berry,  a  notary  public  at  Ashland,  Kansas,  on 
September  21st,  following.  Prior  to  the  day  upon  which  his  proof  was 
to  be  made,  and  on  September  2, 1885,  he  died  intestate,  and  Delany 
G.  Bogers,  having  been  duly  appointed  his  administiator,  appeared 
and  made  proof. 

On  July  30, 1885,  Henry  G.  Jett  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement. 
No.  3018,  for  the  NE.  ^  of  Sec.  8,  in  said  township,  alleging  settlement 
April  29th  of  that  year.    He  made  final  proof  thereon  October  29, 1885. 

On  the  day  Bogers  appeared  to  make  final  proof  (September  21st;, 
one  Jacob  P.  Ghitwood  appeared  and  filed  his  protest  against  the  ac- 
ceptance of  Bogers's  proof,  as  to  the  S.  ^  of  the  SE.  ^  of  Sec.  5,  in  said 
township,  alleging  that  he  had  made  valuable  improvements  and  a 
bona  fide  settlement  upon  the  land.  May  7th  of  that  year.  He  also 
charged,  among  other  things,  that  the  deceased,  Bobert  W.  Bogers, 
abandoned  the  claim  after  his  alleged  settlement. 

It  appears  also  that  plaintiff,  Jett,  joined  in  the  protest — ^the  north 
half  of  the  land  covered  by  his  filing  being  in  conflict  with  the  south 
half  of  Bogers's  filing. 

Hearing  was  duly  had,  and  the  register  and  receiver  recommended 
that  Jett's  proof  be  accepted.  Among  other  things,  their  opinion  con- 
tains the  following  statement: 

We  think  the  evidence  shows  that  the  defendant  never  made  settlement  in  fact, 
although  he  attempted  so  to  do.  The  improvements  were  too  meatger  to  suggest  good 
faith,  while  bin  jresi4otu>e  was  almost  as  barren  as  hia  improvements* 
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Eogers  appealed,  and,  by  3'our  office  letter  of  March  25, 1889,  yoa 
reversed  the  action  of  the  local  officers,  dismissed  the  protest,  and  held 
Jett's  declaratory  statement  subject  to  that  of  Sogers.  Yon  farther 
announce  as  a  matter  of  lavf  that  ^^  all  that  was  required  of  Rogers  was 
that  he  make  an  actual  bona  fide  settlement  on  the  land."  From  this 
judgment  Jett  brings  this  appeal. 

Bogers  claimed  to  have  settled  on  the  land  February  25, 1885 ;  he 
dug  a  hole  in  the  ground,  five  feet  deep  by  twelve  feet  long  and  ten  feet 
wide }  he  partly  covered  it  with  poles  and  dirt.  This  hole  had  no  door. 
He  never  lived  in  it,  until  about  May  11th,  thereafter,  nor  did  he  make 
his  filing  until  May  12th  of  that  year.  During  his  absence  and  four  days 
before  his  return,  Ghitwood  completed  this  dugout,  and  moved  into  it, 
and  Rogers  had  a  cot  and  his  cooking  outfit  moved  into  the  house  with 
Ohitwood.  When  Bogers  first  learned  that  Jett  and  Ghitwood  were  on 
the  land,  he  was  at  Kinsley,  Kansas,  thirty  miles  away,  at  work,  and  he 
immediately  went  to  see  about  it.  The  season  for  putting  in  crops  was 
then  far  advanced. 

Conceding  that  the  settlement  of  Bogers  upon  the  S. }  of  the  SE.  |  of 
Sec.  5  was  of  such  a  character  as  to  charge  every  one  with  notice  that 
said  tract  had  been  appropriated,  and  that  such  settlement  was  made 
with  the  bona  fide  intention  of  making  the  tract  a  home,  and  that  it  was 
followed  by  an  actual  bona  fi^de  residence,  yet  the  evidence  shows  that 
no  settlement  was  made  upon  the  N.  ^  of  the  NE.  \  of  Sec.  8,  by  any 
one  prior  to  the  settlement  of  Jett,  who  went  on  said  tract  April  29, 
1885,  and  placed  improvements  thereon,  consisting  of  a  sod  house  twelve 
by  fourteen  feet,  sod  stable  ten  by  twelve  feet,  eight  acres  of  breaking — 
all  valued  at  $225.00. 

The  improvements  claimed  by  Bogers  to  be  his  act  of  settlement  were 
on  the  S.  ^  of  the  SE.  ^  of  Sec.  5,  and  no  improvements,  not  even  a 
plow  furrow,  were  placed  on  the  S.  J  of  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  8. 

The  evidence  is  clear  and  undisputed  that  Jett  made  a  bona  fide  set- 
tlement upon  the  land  covered  by  his  filing,  and  has  resided  thereon 
continuously. 

As  between  Jett  and  Bogers,  I  think  the  proof  shows  that  Jett  was 
the  prior  settler  upon  the  KE.  ^  of  said  Sec.  8,  and  the  filing  of  Bogers 
as  to  the  N.  i  of  said  quarter  section  should  be  canceled,  and  the  proof 
of  Jett  as  to  the  entire  quarter  section  should  be  returned  to  the  local 
officers  for  proper  action  thereon. 

But  I  am  not  satisfied  from  the  evidence  in  this  case  that  the  settle- 
men  t  of  Bogers  was  made  with  the  intention  of  making  the  tract  a  home. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion  that  his  return  to  the  place 
and  his  pretended  residence  thereon  after  May  11,  1885,  was  induced 
by  the  action  of  Ghitwood  and  Jett  in  moving  upon  the  place  and  mak- 
ing bona  fide  settlement  thereon,  and  no  sufficient  reason  is  given  for 
his  failure  to  maintain  a  residence  thereon. 

A  settlement  on  Osage  lands  not  followed  by  actual,  continuous  resi- 
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dence  thereafter  does  not  autborize  an  entry  thereon.  While  six  months 
continuous  residence  next  preceding  date  of  proof  is  not  deemed  neces- 
sary, as  in  ordinary  pre-emption  cases,  ^^  in  evidence  of  the  genuine- 
ness of  settlement,"  yet,  after  such  settlement  is  made,  the  residence 
must  be  continuous  until  proof  is  submitted,  and  it  must  be  the  home 
of  the  settler,  to  the  exclusion  of  a  home  elsewhere.  Dosenberry  v. 
Wall,  12  L.  D.,  12 ;  B.  H.  Smith,  11  L.  D.,  268 ;  Finan  v.  Meeker,  idem., 
319. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  Bogers  established  a  residence  upon  the 
tract  before  May  11,  1885,  and  he  then  only  remained  until  July,  when 
he  left  the  tract  and  did  not  again  return  to  it.  He  died  in  the  month 
of  September,  following. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  your  said  ofifice  decision  must  be  reversed. 
It  is  so  ordered,  and  Jett's  final  proof  will  be  returned  to  the  local  office 
for  proper  action  and  Bogers's  filing  will  be  canceled. 


INDIAN  LANDS-ALLOTMENT— ACT  OF  MABCH  «,  1888. 

Flandbeau  Sioux. 

Thesizeof  allotmentB  to  the  Flandreaa  band  of  tbe  Sioux  iDdians,  provided  for  in 
seotiou  7,  act  of  March  2,  1^89,  is  governed  by  the  provisions  regulating  allot- 
ments to  other  Indians  on  the  Great  Sioux  reservation. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  March 

*    5,1891. 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yourcommnnication  of  December  30th, 
1890*,  requesting  the  opinion  of  the  Department  ae  to  how  many  acres 
of  land  each  member  of  the  Flandreaa  band  of  Sioox  Indians  would 
be  entitled  to  under  the  provisions  of  tbe  seventh  section  of  the  act  of 
March  2, 1889,  (25  Stats.,  888). 

Your  views  as  to  the  construction  of  tbe  act  as  set  forth  in  said 
communication  are  approved. 

There  is  herewith  transmitted  the  opinion  of  the  Assistant  Attorney- 
General  for  this  Department,  of  28th  ultimo,  concurring  in  your  views. 

OPINION. 

I  am  in  receipt  by  reference  from  First  Assistant  Secretary  Ohandler 
of  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  bearing  date  De- 
cember 30,  1890,  requesting  the  opinion  of  the  Department  as  to  how 
many  acres  of  land  each  member  of  the  Flandreau  band  of  Sioux 
Indians  would  be  entitled  to  under  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  sec- 
tion of  the  act.  of  March  2, 1889  (25  Stat.  888),  and  in  accordance  with 
the  request  for  an  opinion  upon  the  question  thus  presented,  woald 
respectfully  submit  the  following: 
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By  section  seven  of  said  act,  after  providing  tbat  <^eacb  member  of 
the  Santee  Sionz  tribe  of  Indians  now  occupying  a  reservation  in  the 
State  of  Nebraska  not  having aheady  taken  allotments  shall  be  entitled 
to  allotments  upon  said  reserve  in  Nebraska,''  said  allotments  to  be  to 
each  head  of  a  family  one-quarter  of  a  section,  to  each  single  person 
over  eighteen  years  of  age  one-eighth  of  a  section,  to  each  orphan  child 
under  eighteen  years  of  age  one  eighth  of  a  section,  and  to  each  other 
person  under  eighteen  years  of  age  one-eighth  of  a  section,  it  is  said : 

Provided,  That  all  allotments  heretofore  made  to  said  Santee  Sionx  in  Nebraska  are 
hereby  ratified  and  confirmed ;  and  each  member  of  tbe  Flandrean  band  of  Sionx 
Indians  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  allotments  on  the  Great  Sionx  reservation,  or  in 
lien  therefor  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  acre  for  the  land  to  which 
they  wonld  be  entitled,  to  be  paid  ont  of  the  proceeds  of  lands  relinquished  under  this 
act,  which  shall  be  used  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ;  and  said 
Flandrean  band  of  Sionx  Indians  is  in  all  other  respectii  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
this  act  the  same  as  if  receiving  rations  and  annuities  at  any  of  the  agencies  afore- 
said. 

By  the  act  of  August  19, 1890  (26  Stat.  336)  it  was  provided  that 
there  should  be  appropriated  (p.  349) : 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  pay  to  the  Santee  Sioux  Indians  located 
at  Flandrean,  South  Dakota,  in  case  they  choose  to  take  the  money  instead  of  land, 
the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  acre  in  lien  of  the  allotments  of  lands  to  which  said  Indians 
would  be  entitled  under  the  provisions  of  section  seven  of  *'An  act  to  divide  a  por- 
tion of  the  Sioux  reservation  to  Sionx  Indians  of  Dakota  into  separate  reservations 
and  to  secure  the  relinquishment  of  the  Indians  to  the  remainder,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses "  approved  March  second  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty  nine,  to  be  re-inibursed 
to  the  United  States  as  therein  provided,  forty  five  thousand  dollars,  or  so  mnch 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary.  The  funds  appropriated  by  this  paragraph  shall  not  be 
covered  into  the  Treasury. 

It  is  for  tbe  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  this  provision,  that  it 
has  become  necessary  to  determine  the  question  presented  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs. 

Said  section  seven  of  the  act  of  1889  supra  refers  in  the  first  instance 
to  ^^  members  of  the  Santee  Sioux  tribe  of  Indians  now  occupying  a 
reservation  in  the  State  of  Nebraska."  This  limitation  excluded  en- 
tirely the  members  of  the  Flandrean  band  who  were  living  at  the  Flan- 
dreau  agency  in  Moody  county,  Dakota,  and  as  said  in  the  report  of 
1889  of  the  agent  in  charge  (Report  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
1889  p.  241)  upon  lands  patented  to  them  under  the  general  homestead 
law.  The  members  of  this  band  were,  however,  <<  authorized  to  take 
allotments  on  the  Great  Sioux  Reservation."  It  would  seem  but  just 
to  these  Indians  that  when  they  were  sent  to  this  reservation  for  their 
allotments,  they  should  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  other  In- 
dians residing  and  receiving  their  allotments  there.  If  it  had  been  the 
intention  to  make  a  distinction  between  these  Indians  and  others  who 
were  to  receive  allotments  in  the  same  territory  and  side  by  side  with 
them,  apt  words  to  express  this  intention  would  surely  have  been  in- 
serted in  the  act. 
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After  a  careful  consideration  of  this  matter,  I  concur  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  that  the  size  of  the  allotments  to  these  In- 
dians should  be  governed  by  the  provisions  regarding  allotments  to 
other  Indians  on  the  ^'  Great  Sioux  Reservation."  I  concur  with  him 
too  that  it  is  the  provisions  found  in  the  body  of  section  eight  of  said 
act  that  apply  rather  than  those  in  the  proviso  thereto.  This  proviso 
relates  to  exceptions  to  the  general  rule,  and  these  Indians  must  be 
held  to  fall  within  the  general  class. 


MININQ  CLAIM— AI>VERSB  PBOCEXDIKGS. 

SWAOf  V.  Gbayen. 

A  hearing  sboold  not  be  had  before  the  local  office,  on  a  protest  against  a  mineral 
application,  dnring  the  pendency  of  adverse  judicial  proceedings. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  March  25,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  L.  G.  Swaim  v.  Ed.  Graven  on  appeal 
by  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  December  11,  1889, 
holding  for  cancellation  his  application  for  patent  for  the  Meadow 
Placer  located  in  Tp.  7  S.,  B.  79  W.,  6  P.  M.,  Leadville  land  district, 
Golorado. 

The  record  shows  that  the  survey  in  the  field  was  completed  October 
5, 1883,  and  the  same  was  approved  February  6, 1885,  and  that  the 
township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  ofiSce  March  18, 1885,  returning  the 
whole  of  the  township  as  mineral  in  character. 

Graven  filed  his  application  No.  3768  for  patent  December  17,  1888. 
It  was  accompanied  by  plat  of  survey  No.  5564,  showing  that  the  claim 
contained  117.71  acres;  and  notice  of  the  application  was  published 
from  December  17, 1888,  to  February  15,  1889. 

Swaim  filed  his  protest  Februry  11, 1889,  alleging  that  the  tract  ap- 
plied for  is  surrounded  by  lode  claims  some  of  which  extended  into  the 
placer  claim;  that  the  claim  has  never  been  worked  as  a  placer. 

and  that  all  the  ditching  flnming  etc.  which  said  applicant  claims  haH  been  done  upon 
said  so-called  Meadow  placer  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  the  surface  so  as 
to  raise  hay,  to  which  pnrpose  said  claimant  has  devoted  said  so-called  placer 

and  that  a  great  portion  of  the  land  had  been  appropriated  as  a  burying 
ground,  and  two  railroads  had  been  constructed  across  the  surface  of 
another  portion  of  this  placer  claim. 

February  14, 1889,  Swaim  filed  several  afiSdavits  in  support  of  his 
protest,  and  on  the  twentieth  of  the  same  month  he  petitioned  for  a 
hearing  in  the  premises.  March  9, 1889,  three  adverse  actions  were  in- 
stituted in  the  district  court  of  Summit  county,  Golorado,  against  Gra- 
ven by  the  owners  of  the  Henrietta,  Detroit  and  Edward  lode  mining 
claims,  respectively,  most  of  whom  appear  to  bo  Swaim's  corroborating 
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witnesses.  Notices  of  the  pendency  of  said  actions  were  filed  in  the 
local  land  office  at  Leadville,  Maroh  11, 1889. 

April  4, 1889,  the  register  ordered  a  hearing  to  determine  the  issues 
raised  by  Swaira's  protest  and  set  the  same  for  Jiine  10,  1889.  On  the 
day  appointed  protestant  appeared  in  person  and  by  attorney;  the  placer 
claimant  appeared  by  attorney  who  filed  objections  to  the  jnrisdiction 
of  the  local  officers  or  of  this  Department  ordering  a  hearing  in  the 
premises ;  his  objections  having  been  overrnled,  witnesses  were  sworn 
and  testified  for  the  respective  parties,  and  on  Angnst  12,  1889,  the  reg- 
ister and  receiver  fonnd  that  the  evidence  failed  to  show  the  existence 
of  any  lodes  within  the  boandaries  of  the  placer;  and  that  the  evidence 
of  the  mineral  claimant  failed  to  show  that  the  tract  contained  placer 
mineral  deposits  that  will  pay  to  work,  one  witness  only  testifying  that 
he  had  found  in  the  gravel  and  sand  ^<  colors  of  gold ; "  and  that  as 
there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  premises  could  be  successfully 
worked  as  a  placer  by  any  known  process,  and  as  the  tract  was  only 
nse<l  as  a  hay  ranch,  they  recommended  that  Craven's  mineral  applica 
tion  be  canceled. 

Craven  appealed,  and  on  December  11,  1889  your  office  affirmed  the 
findings  of  the  local  office  and  held  the  application  for  cancellation. 

February  4, 1890,  Craven  appealed  to  this  Department  alleging  the 
following  grounds  of  error,  viz : 

1.  In  holding  that  there  was  any  jarisdiction  to  order  a  hearing  on  the  allegations 
of  the  protest. 

2.  In  not  holding  that  the  protest  should  have  been  dismissed  by  the  register  and 
receiver. 

3.  In  holding  that  the  evidence  clearly  showed  that  the  land  contains  no  placer 
mineral  deposit. 

4.  In  holding  that  there  is  no  evidence  (showing)  or  attempt  to  show  that  the  prem- 
ises could  be  saccessfnlly  worked  by  any  known  process. 

5.  In  holding  that  proof  that  the  placer  is  or  can  be  worked  saccessfally,  as  a 
present  fact,  is  material  to  the  allowance  of  the  entry. 

6.  In  finding  that  there  was  no  error  in  the  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver. 

7.  In  rejecting  the  application. 

8.  In  not  allowing  additional  evidence  of  the  mineral  character  of  the  premises,  if 
the  official  reports  of  the  mineral  agent  corroborating  by  the  testimony  of  one  of  the 
witnesses  were  deemed  insufficient. 

As  the  record  herein  clearly  shows  that  adverse  claims  were  pending 
undetermined  in  the  district  court  against  the  mineral  claimant's  appli- 
cation for  patent,  the  hearing  should  have  been  withheld  until  the  final 
determination  of  the  court  had  been  reached  as  to  the  question  of  the 
right  of  possession.    Section  2326,  Revised  Statutes,  provides  that 

When  an  adverse  claim  is  filed  ....  all  proceedings  except  the  poblication 
of  notice  and  making  and  filing  the  affidavit  thereof  shall  be  stayed  until  the  contro- 
versy shall  have  been  settled  or  decided  by  a  court  o(  competent  Jnrisdiction  or  the 
adverse  claim  waived. 

It  has  been  held  by  the  courts  and  by  this  Department  that  after  the 
institution  of  proceedings  in  the  proper  court  no  further  steps  should 
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be  taken  by  tbis  Department  towards  a  disposition  of  the  land  involved, 
nntil  after  tbe  final  determination  of  the  matter  in  sach  court.  Mining 
Company  v.  Rose  et  aL  (114  U.  S.,  676);  George  N.  Smith  et  al.  (10  L. 
D.,  184) ;  Jamie  Lee  Lode  v.  Little  Forepangh  Lode  (11  L.  D.,  391). 
The  objections  made  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  officers  were  well 
taken  and  should  have  been  sustained. 

The  decision  appealed  from  and  all  proceedings  had  or  actions  taken 
in  the  matter  subsequently  to  the  institution  of  the  suits  in  the  court 
are  hereby  set  aside.  The  papers  in  the  case  are  herewith  returned  and 
all  proceedings  will  be  held  in  abeyance  until  the  receipt  of  notice  that 
the  proceedings  in  the  court  have  terminated.  If  the  decision  there 
shall  be  in  favor  of  the  entryman,  then  appropriate  action  may  be  had 
to  determine  the  questions  raised  by  this  protest. 


PRICE  OF  LANl>~BArLBOAD  lilMITS. 

LlSTOR  R.  TiLGHMAN. 

The  price  of  desert  land,  within  the  primary  limitB  of  a  forfeited  railroad  grant,  re- 
mains at  double  minimum,  where  said  land  is  also  embraced  within  the  primary 
limits  of  another  grant,  not  forfeited,  although  said  land  may  be  excepted  from 
the  latter  grant. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  March  26,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Listor  B.  Tilghman  from  your  office 
decision  of  November  6,  1889,  declining  the  repayment  of  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  paid  by  him  October  26, 1889,  in  making  desert  land 
entry  No.  770,  for  all  of  Sec.  10,  T.  6  N.,  B.  9  W.,  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  amount  paid  was  $320,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per  acre  double 
minimum  price,  and  the  application  is  for  the  return  of  $160. 

The  grounds  of  error  are  as  follows : 

1.  Error  in  holding  that  the  price  of  said  land  is  $2.50  per  acre. 

2.  In  holding  that  land  in  granted  limits  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Eailroad,  by  act  of  July  27, 1866  was  not  forfeited  by  the  act  of  July  6, 
1886,  even  though  it  is  in  the  primary  limits  (so  called)  of  the  grant  of 
March  3,  1871,  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  land  covered  by  said  entry  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the 
grant  of  July  27,  1866  (14  Stat.,  292),  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company,  and  was  forfeited  and  restored  to  the  public  domain  by 
the  act  of  July  6,  1886  (24  Stat.,  123) ;  but  it  is  also  within  the  primary 
limits  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad. 

At  the  time  this  land  was  entered,  November  6, 1889,  the  act  of  March 
2, 1889,  fixing  the  price  of  forfeited  railroad  lands  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty- five  cents  an  acre,  was  in  force.    The  land  was  forfeited  and 
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restored  to  tlie  pablic  domain  by  the  act  of  Jaly  6, 1886  («ifpra).  If  the 
laud  were  foaud  <*  uot  to  be  within  the  limits  of  a  railroad  land  grant," 
under  the  act  of  June  16, 1880  (21  Stat.  287),  it  would  be  proper  to  re- 
turn the  excess  of  twenty-five  cents  an  acre  applied  for.  But,  not- 
withstanding the  tract  was  forfeited  by  the  act  of  July  6, 1886,  yet  it  is 
found  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Southern  Paeific  Com- 
pany ;  and,  although  it  may  be  excepted  irom  the  grant  to  said  road, 
it  was  nevertheless  double  minimum  land  at  date  of  entry,  and  repay- 
ment must  be  refused.  W.  D.  Baker,  12  L.  D.,  127. 
Your  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


APPIilCATION  TO  KNTBR^VACANCY  EN  BEGISTBB'S  OTFICB. 

Williams  i?.  Lobw. 

Ad  application  to  enter,  filed  doring  a  vacancy  in  the  register's  office,  is,  in  contem- 
plation of  law,  snbmitted  for  official  action  when  the  vacancy  in  said  office  is 
filled. 

An  application  to  enter,  made  in  dne  compliance  with  existing  regulations,  is  not 
prejudiced  by  a  subseqnent  change  of  legulations,  made  prior  to  action  on  said 
application,  especially  where  the  applicant  complies  with  the  later  construction 
of  the  law  when  notified  thereof. 

Fir%i  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissumer  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  March  27,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  William  C.  Williams  v.  Jacob  Loew,  on 
appeal  of  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  September  18, 
1888,  holding  for  cancellation  his  desert  land  entry  Ko.  i049,  of  Sec.  25, 
T.  9  S.,  E.  24  W.,  Tncson,  Arizona. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  the  office  of  register  at  the  Tncson 
land  district  became  vacant  on  the  4th  of  March,  1887,  when  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  closed  its  session  without  confirming  the  Presi- 
dent's appointee  for  that  position.  The  land  office  of  that  district  then 
became  practically  closed  for  such  official  business  as  required  the  joint 
action  of  the  register  and  receiver,  and  so  remained  until  another 
register  was  appointed. 

By  letter  from  your  office  dated  May  3, 1887,  the  acting  register  was 
informed  that  his  term  of  office  as  register  had  expired;  but  he  was 
appointed  temporary  clerk  and  authorized  to  take  charge  of  the  books 
and  papers,  receive  applications  to  enter  land  as  they  might  be  pre- 
sented, and  attend  generally  to  the  clerical  work  of  the  office  until  a 
register  should  be  appointed  and  qualified,  when  his  duties  as  clerk 
were  to  cease.  On  the  27th  of  June,  1887,  a  package  was  received  by 
this  clerk,  who,  after  endorsing  it  with  its  appropriate  number  and  date 
of  reception,  placed  it  on  file  in  the  office  to  await  the  appointment  of 
aiegister.  This  package  afterwards  was  found  to  contain  the  appli- 
cation of  Jacob  Loew  to  enter  the  land  in  contention  under  the  desert 
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land  law,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  to  pay  the  cash  instalment 
for  the  land  at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  This  application  remained 
on  file,  and,  with  namerous  other  papers  and  applications  which  accu- 
mulated during  the  vacancy,  was  presented  to  the  register  and  receiver 
on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1887,  on  which  day  a  register,  who,  prior  thereto 
had  been  commissioned  and  qualified,  entered  upon  his  official  duty. 

The  land  in  question  was  formerly  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to 
the  Texas  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1871 
(16  Stats.,  573),  but  was  forfeited  and  restored  to  the  public  domain  by 
act  of  February  28, 1885  (23  Stats.,  337),  which  required,  however,  that 
the  restored  lands  should  be  sold  at  the  same  price  as  theretofore  fixed 
for  the  reserved  sections  within  the  grant.  The  local  officers,  in  the  due 
course  of  official  business,  reached  the  application  of  Loew  on  the  9th 
of  August^  1887,  and,  being  of  ^he  opinion  that  the  amount  tendered 
was  insufficient  to  pay  the  cash  instalment,  as  the  land  was  then  double 
minimum,  suspended  further  action  on  the  case,  and  notified  Loew  by 
letter  that  he  would  be  required  to  pay  an  additional  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars  before  his  entry  would  be  allowed.  He  was  also 
notified  that  he  would  be  allowed  until  the  6th  of  September,  1887,  to 
make  good  the  deficiency. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1887,  William  O.  Williams,  of  California,  hav- 
ing  no  knowledge,  as  the  record  states,  of  the  prior  application  of  Loew, 
applied  to  enter  the  same  land  under  the  desert  land  law ;  he  paid  a 
cash  instalment  of  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  the  local  officers,  overlook- 
ing the  pending  application  of  Loew,  allowed  the  entry  of  Williams. 

Within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  notice  to  Loew,  he  forwarded  by 
express  the  amount  required,  to  wit,  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
thus  completing  the  cash  payment  for  the  land  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents 
per  acre.  But  the  register  and  receiver,  having  prior  thereto  allowed 
the  entry  of  Williams,  rejected  that  of  Loew.  Thereupon  Loew  ap- 
pealed, and  your  Office  reversed  the  ruling  of  the  district  officers  and 
held  the  entry  of  Williams  for  cancellation.  The  case  now  comes  to 
this  Department  for  consideration  on  the  appeal  of  Williams. 

The  law  relating  to  applications  for  the  entry  of  land  during  a  va- 
cancy in  the  office  of  register  or  receiver  is  well  established.  The 
authorities  bearing  on  the  subject  are  carefully  considered  in  the  case 
of  Graham  v,  Carpenter  (9  L.  D.  365),  wherein  this  Department  held 
that,  when  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of  register  or  receiver,  the 
machinery  of  the  office  stops  from  that  moment,  and  cannot  be  put  in 
motion  again  until  the  vacancy  is  filled,  and  '^  any  act  by  the  survivor 
during  the  vacancy,  unless  he  is  acting  defctctOj  is  an  absolute  nullity." 
But  when  the  vacancy  is  filled,  the  machinery  of  the  office  resumes  its 
work,  and  the  register  and  receiver,  in  the  exercise  of  official  duty, 
proceed  to  adjudicate  all  cases  on  file  and  pending  in  their  office. 

The  office  at  Tucson  was  again  in  working  order  July  5,  1887.  On 
that  day,  the  application  of  Loew,  being  on  file,  was,  in  contemplation  of 
law,  submitted  to  the  newly-appointed  registeir  and  the  receiver  for  ofii- 
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cial  action.  This  application,  enclosing  the  amoant  required  under  the 
rnles  and  regulations  of  the  Department  then  in  force,  entitled  Loew  to 
entry  and  certainly  reserved  the  land,  until  it  was  considered  and  dis- 
posed of,  from  other  disposition. 

Prior  to  the  circular  of  June  27, 1887  (5  L.  D,,  708),  approved  by  this 
Department  and  promulgated  at  the  Tucson  o£Qce,  as  the  record  shows, 
about  the  20th  of  July,  1887,  desert  land,  wherever  located  and  whether 
within  railroad  limits  or  not,  was  rated  at  $1.25  per  acre.  (See  official 
letter  of  September  15, 1887,  6  L.  D.,  145;  and  the  case  of  James  Bow- 
man, 8  L.  D.,  408).    But  this  was  changed  by  the  circular  of  1887. 

It  appears  that  the  application  of  Loew,  although  on  file  and.  await- 
ing official  action  July  5, 1887,  was  not,  in  point  of  fact,  reached  and 
considered  until  August  9, 1887;  by  that  time  the  circular  of  June  27, 
1887,  had  been  promulgated,  and  under  its  provisions  $2.50  per  acre 
were  exacted  for  desert  lands  within  railroad  limits.  This  practice  was 
sustained  in  the  case  of  Cyrus  Wheeler  (9  L.  D.,  271),  which,  in  many 
of  its  features,  resembles  that  of  Loew.  It  is  also  sustained  in  the  case 
of  Annie  Knaggs  (id.,  49).  But,  in  the  pending  case,  there  is  no  con- 
troversy as  to  the  cash  or  final  amount  to  1^  paid  for  the  land  in  ques- 
tion. Loew,  when  notified  of  the  change  in  practice  and  requirement 
of  the  circular  of  June  27, 1887,  promptly  paid  the  additional  amount 
required. 

The  record  shows  that  his  application  was  made  first.  When  pre- 
sented it  was  accompanied  by  the  proper  amount  to  have  entitled  him 
to  the  entry  then,  and  he  should  not  be  prejudiced  by  a  subsequent 
change  in  the  rulings  of  the  Department,  especially  as  he  complied 
with  the  new  construction  of  law  when  notified  thereof.  His  applica- 
tion was  under  consideration  when  Williams  presented  his,  August  17, 
1887.  This  last  application,  pending  that  of  Loew,  was  allowed  in 
error,  and  the  decision  of  your  office,  holding  the  entry  of  Williams  for 
cancellation,  is  hereby  affirmed,  and  the  application  of  Loew  should  be 
allowed  in  the  absence  of  any  other  showing  to  the  contrary. 


BAJLROAD  GBANT— FRE-EMPTION  CLAIM— SBTTLKMKNT. 

NoBTHEBN  Pacific  B.  B.  Co.  v.  Sales. 

Land  occupied  and  claimed  by  a  qualified  pre-emption  settler  at  the  date  when  this 
grant  became  effective,  is  excepted  from  the  operation  of  said  grant. 

A  pre-ewptor  is  not  estopped  from  proving  that  his  settlement  was  made  at  a  differ- 
ent and  earlier  date  than  that  alleged  in  his  declaratory  statement. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  March 

30, 1891. 

The  case  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Charles  Sales 
is  here  on  appeal  of  the  company  from  your  o£Qce  decision  of  November 
22,  1889,  holding  for  cancellation  the  selection  of  said  company  of  the 
NE.  4  of  Sec.  35,  T.  2  S.,  K.  4  £.,  Bozeman,  Montana. 
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From  the  record  it  appears  that  the  hiiul  is  embraced  within  the 
limits  of  the  graut  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  with- 
drawn upon  general  route  February  21,  1872;  also  within  the  limits  of 
definite  location,  as  defined  by  its  map  filed  with  the  Secretary  July 
6,  1882. 

April  14,  1872,  Henry  O.  Poweis  filed  his  declaratory  statement  (No. 
2450)  for  tfiis  land,  alleging  settlement  on  the  8th  of  the  same  month. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  listed  this  land  Jane  27, 
3885,  which  was  embraced  in  their  list  of  selections  No.  6. 

October  1, 1888,  Charles  Sales,  defendant  herein,  applied  to  make  pre- 
emption filing  for  the  same,  alleging  settlement  in  the  month  of  August, 
1881. 

He,  at  the  same  time,  filed  his  affidavit,  alleging  that  Powers  was 
residing  upon  the  land  prior  to  Febrnary  21, 1872,  date  of  filing  the 
map  of  general  route. 

His  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  on  account  of  the 
selection  of  the  company,  as  aforesaid. 

Sales  appealed  from  the  rejection  of  his  application,  and  your  office, 
by  letter  of  January  7, 1889,  directed  a  hearing  to  ascertain  the  "true 
status  of  the  land  at  the  date  of  filing  the  map  of  general  route  (Feb- 
ruary 21, 1872,)  and  at  date  of  definite  location  (July  6,  1882)." 

Hearing  was  duly  had  thereon  February  26, 1889,  and  on  the  testi- 
mony submitted  the  register  and  receiver  recommended  the  cancellation 
of  the  company's  selection,  and  that  Sales  be  allowed  to  file  for  the  tract. 

The  company  appealed,  and  your  office,  by  letter  of  November  22, 
1889,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers  and  held  the  selection  for 
cancellation,  and  the  company  now  further  prosecutes  its  appeal  to  this 
Department. 

The  uncontradicted  testimony  submitted  at  the  hearing  conclusively 
shows  that  H.  C.  Powers,  a  qualified  pre  emptor,  settled  upon  the  land 
in  the  fall  of  1871,  several  months  prior  to  the  filing  of  the  map  of  gen- 
eral route;  that  he  built  a  house  and  moved  his  family  into  it  in  the 
winter  of  1871-'72,  and  continued  to  reside  and  make  improvements 
upon  the  land  until  1887,  when  he  sold  his  improvements  to  one  Marion, 
from  whom  the  claimant  Sales  purchased,  and  began  his  residence 
thereon  in  August,  1881,  and  has  resided  there,  with  his  family,  ever 
since,  and  so  was  residing  there  on  July  6, 1882,  at  date  of  definite  loca- 
tion, and  has  had  no  other  home. 

Thus,  it  appears  that  the  land  was  occupied  and  claimed  by  a  quali- 
fied pre-einptor  and  settler,  both  at  the  date  of  filing  the  map  of  general 
route  and  also  the  map  of  definite  location,  and  was  therefore,  according 
to  the  repeated  rulings  of  this  Department,  excepted  from  the  operation 
of  the  grant. 

Counsel  for  appellant  insists  that  because  Powers  in  his  declaratory 
statement  alleged  his  settlement  a«  of  date  April  8, 1872,  such  date  is 
conclusive  upon  Powers  and  those  claiming  under  his  settlement,  and 
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claimant  sboald  not  be  allowed  to  prove  settlement  by  Powers  prior 
thereto. 

This  position  can  not  be  maintained  under  the  decisions  of  this  De- 
partment. 

A  pre-emptor  is  not  estopped  fiom  proving  that  bis  settlement  was  made  at  a  dif- 
ferent and  earlier  date  than  that  alleged  in  his  declaratory  statement.  (Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Stuart,  11  L.  D.,  143,  and  oases  there  cited.) 

This  saves  all  question  as  to  the  rights  secured  by  a  settler  subse* 
qnent  to  the  filing  of  the  map  of  general  route  in  the  General  Land 
Office,  and  prior  to  its  reception  at  tlie  local  office. 

The  selection  of  the  company  will  be  canceled^^nd  Sales'  pre-emp- 
tion filing  allowed. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  affirmed. 


RAXLROAD  GRANT— RE LINQUISHMBNT-SKTTLEMENT  CLAIM. 

WiGG  V,  Florida  Ry.  and  Navigation  Co. 

The  relinqnishment  of  the  company  in  favor  of  bona  fide  settlers  is  not  defeated  in 
its  operation  by  the  failure  of  the  settler  to  place  his  claim  of  record;  nor  will 
bis  sabseqnont  pnrchase  of  the  land  from  the  company  defeat  bis  right  under 
the  relinquishment. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  March 

27,  1891. 

The  record  in  the  appeal  of  the  Florida  Railway  and  Navigation 
Company  (in  the  case  of  George  Wigg  v.  said  company),  from  your 
office  decision  of  October  30,  1889,  is  before  me  for  consideration. 

The  tract  involved  in  the  appeal  is  the  8W.  |  of  the  NE.  J  and  the 
SB.  J  of  the  NW.  iof  Sec  11,  T.  16  S.,  R.  22  B.,  Gainesville,  Florida, 
which  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Atlantic  Gulf 
and  West  India  Transit  Oompany,  now  the  Florida  Railway  and  Navi- 
gation Company. 

This  land  was  listed  by  the  company  May  24,  1884. 

Prior  thereto,  to  wit,  March  26,  1881,  the  Atlantic  Gulf  and  West 
India  Company  executed  a  relinquishment  in  favor  of  all  actual 
hcna  fide  settlers  who  made  improvements  prior  to  said  date,  under 
which,  relinqnishment  Wigg,  in  February,  1888,  applied  to  enter  the 
tract,  alleging  continuous  residence  and  cultivation  since  his  settle- 
ment thereon  in  the  fall  of  1879. 

A  hearing  was  ordered,  and  from  the  testimony  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver found  that  Wigg  settled  upon  the  land  in  the  fall  of  1879,  and 
had  continuously  resided  there  up  to  the  time  of  the  hearing,  and  had 
made  improvements  to  the  amount  of  about  four  hundred  dollars. 

His  application  embraced  the  B.  J  of  the  NW.  ^  and  the  W.  ^  of  the 
NB.  4  of  said  section,  but,  as  settlement,  occupancy  and  improvements 
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did  not  extend  to  the  two  north  forties,  the  local  officers  recommended 
that  his  application  be  allowed  as  to  the  soath  half  of  the  land  applied 
for,  namely :  the  SW.  i  of  the  NB.  J  and  the  SB.  i  of  the  N  W.  J  of  said 
section.  — 

The  company  alone  appealed,  and  by  your  said  office  decision  the  ac- 
tion of  the  register  and  receiver  was  affirmed,  and  the  company  now 
farther  prosecutes  its  appeal  to  this  Department. 

It  is  not  denied  by  the  appellant  that  Wigg  settled  upon  and  im- 
proved the  land  prior  to  the  relinquishment  by  the  company,  but  it  is 
insisted  that  his  failure  to  apply  for  the  land  under  any  of  the  land 
laws  during  his  long  occupancy  is  presumptive  of  bad  faith,  and  sho\%s 
a  lack  of  intent  to  claim  the  land  under  said  laws. 

At  the  hearing,  appellant  showed  that  some  time  in  1883  Wigg, 
through  one  Aguew,  a  merchant  at  Ocala,  Florida,  purchased  from  the 
company  the  two  south  forties  in  dispute,  to  be  paid  for  in  four  install- 
ments; that  Agnew  advanced  the  money  for  the  first  payment,  and  held 
the  certificate  of  purchase  as  security  therefor,  with  an  understanding 
that  upon  acquiring  title  to  the  land,  Wigg  should  execute  a  mortgage 
to  him  for  whatever  he  had  advanced.  Wigg  gave  his  notes  to  the  com- 
pany for  the  other  three  installments  of  the  purchase  money. 

On  account  of  this  purchase  the  appellant  claims  that,  even  thongh 
it  should  be  found  that  Wigg  was  a  bona  fide  settler  at  the  date  of  re- 
linquishment, by  this  purchase  he  abandoned  his  claim  to  the  land. 

Neither  of  these  positions  is  tenable.  He  is  shown  to  have  been  a 
qualified  pre-emptor  at  the  time  of  his  settlement  in  1879,  and  his  con- 
tinued occupancy  and  improvement  of  the  land  is  evidence  of  his  good 
faith,  and  his  failure  to  make  his  claim  of  record  can  only  be  asserted 
by  an  adverse  settler.  This  has  been  so  repeatedly  decided  by  this 
Department  that  no  citation  is  necessary. 

He  then  being  a  bona  fide  settler  at  the  date  of  relinquishment,  the 
company's  title  thereto  was  extinguished  by  the  relinquishment,  and 
having  been  once  relinquished,  it  could  not  ^^  be  again  claimed  by  it" 
(Peninsular  B.  B.  Go.  v.  Carlton  and  Steele,  2  L.  D.,  531).  and  their  sale 
to  him  thereafter  would  convey  no  title,  nor  protect  him  against  the 
claim  of  any  other  entryraan  or  settler  in  good  faith. 

The  question,  then,  is  one  entirely  between  the  applicant  and  the 
government,  and  there  being  no  adverse  claim,  the  entry  will  be  allowed 
as  to  the  said  SW.  ^  of  the  NB.  i  and  the  SB.  i  of  the  N  W.  ^  of  Sec. 
11,  T.  16  S.,  B.  22  B. 

The  judgment  of  your  office  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
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PBE-KMPTION  FILING— FRAUDULENT  CLAIM. 
BEOKHAN  V.  GOLGROYE. 

A  pre-emptioD  filing  made  for  the  benefit  of  another  is  illegal  and  must  be  canceled. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  OhanuUer  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  March  27,  1891. 

I  have  coDsidered  the  case  of  Jacob  Beckmau  v.  Alpbonso  W.  Col- 
grove,  involving  the  preemption  filing  made  by  the  latter  for  the  SW.j^ 
of  the  NB.i  and  the  W.  i  of  the  SB.  i  of  Sec.  32,  T.  2  N.,-R.  21  W., 
Bloomington  land  district,  Nebraska. 

Prior  to  the  advent  of  either  of  the  parties  above  named  into  the  case, 
the  tract  described  was  filed  for  ander  the  preemption  law  by  one  James 
Goosic.  When  the  time  arrived  for  Goosic  to  make  final  proof,  it  ap- 
peared that  he  was  not  a  qualified  preemptor — having  removed  to  said 
pre-emption  claim  from  land  of  his  own  (to  wit,  his  homestead). 

Thereupon  he  relinquished  his  claim  to  the  tract,  and  Alphouso  W. 
Cplgrove  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  therefore,  on  May  7, 
1883,  alleging  settlement  May  5,  same  year.  Oolgrove  ofiered  final 
proof  November  11,  same  year.  He  was  met  by  the  protest  of  Beck- 
man  (who  two  days  before  had  made  homestead  entry  of  the  tract), 
alleging  that  he  had  made  the  filing,  not  with  the  intention  of  making 
the  tract  his  home,  but  for  speculative  purposes,  with  tiie  understand- 
ing that  when  he  received  title  he  was  to  transfer  the  same  to  Goosic. 
After  hearing  the  testimony  adduced  on  each  side,  the  local  officers 
held  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  charge,  and  dismissed  the 
protesjt.  Beckman  appealed  to  your  office,  which  decided  in  his  favor, 
and  held  Coigrove's  filing  for  cancellation.  Golgrove  appeals  to  the 
Department. 

The  principal  and  most  tangible  evidence  in  support  of  the  charge  of 
speculative  intent  is  a  contract,  which  reads  as  follows: 

This  article  of  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  by  and  between  James  E.  GoosiOi 
party  of  the  first  part,  and  Alpbonso  W.  Colgrove,  party  of  the  second  part,  witness- 
eth  :  That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  has  this  day  sold  his  improvements  on  the 
SW.  i  of  the  NE.  i  and  the  W.  i  of  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  32,  T.  2  N.,  E.  21  W.,  Furnas 
county,  Nebraska  (the  first  party  reserving  all  the  wire  and  posts,  granary,  lamber, 
and  hog-pens),  to  Alpbonso  W.  Colgrove,  party  of  tbe  second  part,  for  the  sum  of 
five  handred  dollars,  to  be  paid  by  said  second  party  as  follows:  five  hundred  dollars 
on  the  first  day  of  Deoember,  1887,  either  in  money  or  hy  making  the  8aid  party  of  the 
first  pari  a  warranty  deed  to  the  SW.  i  of  the  N£.  i  and  the  W.  i  of  the  S£.  i  of  Sec. 
32,  T.  2  N.,  R.  21  W.,  Fnmas  connty,  Nebraska;  and  the  said  James  £.  Goosic  is  to 
occupy  said  lands  nntil  said  sum  is  paid,  as  a  tenant  of  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part ;  and  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  agrees  to  pay  said  second  party  for  the  use 
of  said  premises  the  sum  of  seventy  dollars. 

Both  parties  deny  that  there  was  any  intention  or  understanding 
between  them  that  the  land  should  be  transferred  from  Golgrove  to 
Goosic,  iu  case  the  former  should  obtain  title.    Nevertheless  this  trans- 
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action  and  tbe  circamstauces  surrounding  the  same  lead  me  to  believe 
that  tbey  are  mistaken.  Golgrove  had  known  Goosic  and  his  father  for 
many  years ;  he  was  living  with  the  elder  Goosic's  family  when  the 
younger  Goosic's  pre-emption  i)roof  was  refused;  the  suggestion  (in 
whatever  language  couched)  that  Golgrove  should  file  for  the  land  was 
made  by  the  senior  Gt)08ic;  the  junior  Goosic  continued  to  live  on  the 
laud  after  Golgrove  filed,  as  before;  Golgrove  paid  nothing  for  board, 
nor  was  there  any  agreement  between  them  as  to  what  he  should  pay ; 
he  had  no  furniture  of  any  kind  in  the  house,  and  no  implements,  live- 
stock, or  other  property,  on  the  tract ;  he  contracted  either  to  pay  $500 
or  deliver  title  to  the  tract  in  eight  months,  under  circumstances  such 
that  it  was  manifestly  impossible  for  him  to  raise  the  $500,  and  during 
the  intervening  period  made  no  effort  to  raise  it.  From  all  the  evidence 
I  am  satisfied  that  there  has  been  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  Golgrove 
and  the  Goosics  to  obtain  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  public 
land  without  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  True,  the 
parties  implicated  deny  it — but  the  denial  is  overcome  by  such  a  chain 
of  circumstances  that  I  am  constrained  to  believe  actions  and  doings  of 
these  parties  rather  than  their  sayings.  Parties  who  would  enter  into 
such  a  combination  might  naturally  be  expected  to  deny  it. 

Being  convinced  that  Golgrove's  filing  was  not  made  in  good  faith, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  for  himselt'  a  home,  I  affirm  your  decision 
holding  the  same  for  cancellation. 


APPLICATION  FOR  8URVBY— ISLANB. 

James  G.  McLaughlin. 

An  application  for  the  survey  of  an  island  will  be  denied,  where  it  appears  that  said 
island  is  embraced  within  the  limits  of  a  former  survey,  and  that  the  huid  as 
thns  surveyed  has  been  disposed  of  by  the  government. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommisaioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  March 

27, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  James  G.  McLaughlin  firom  the  de- 
cision of  your  office  declining  to  grant  his  application  for  the  survey  of 
an  island,  situate  in  the  Missouri  Kiver,  in  Sec  22,  T.  50  K,  B.  33  W., 
Missonri,  for  the  reason  that  said  island  is  embraced  within  the  former 
limits  of  the  NE.  i  and  SE.  i  and  the  E.  i  of  the  SW.  i,  2Sec  22,  of 
said  township  and  range,  which  has  already  been  surveyed  and  dis- 
posed of  by  the  government,  and  ^<  that  any  riparian  rights  the  owner 
or  owners  of  the  lands  upon  the  shores  of  the  Missouri  Biver  may  have 
in  the  lauds  embraced  in  said  island  can  be  ascertained  only  in  a  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction." 

It  is  conceded  by  the  applicant  that  the  island  lies  wholly  within  the 
limits  of  said  section  22,  which,  as  shown  by  the  original  survey  was 


•I 
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dry  land  and  had  been  disposed  of  by  the  governmenty  and  the  title  of 
the  United  States  extinguished  long  prior  to  the  formation  of  said 
island;  that  the  river  had  gradually  intruded  upon  the  land  until  the 
whole  of  the  laud  above  described  was  washed  away  by  a  change  in 
the  course  of  the  river,  which  became  a  broad  sheet  of  water  where  the 
land  once  was,  with  a  channel  for  steamboats  on  both  the  eastern  and 
western  shores;  that  afterwards  by  accretion  of  alluvial  deposits  an 
island  was  formed  on  the  spot  where  the  land  sold  by  the  government 
once  lay. 

Upon  these  facts  the  applicant  contends  that  the  island  is  unsurveyed 
land  of  the  United  States;  that 

the  United  States,  in  the  first  instance,  surveyed  and  granted  farming  land,  not 
any  part  of  the  navigable  river  or  its  bed.  The  forces  of  nature  destroyed  that  agri- 
cultural laud,  the  river  swept  it  away  and  utterly  destroyed  it,  and  made  its  bed 
where  once  the  land  had  been.  The  men  who  once  owued  that  farming  land  do  not 
own  the  navigable  river  or  its  bed.  The  United  States,  the  sovereign,  owns  it.  The 
river  isa  public  highway. 

I  see  no  reason  for  disturbing  the  decision  of  your  office.  The  title  of 
the  United  States  to  the  land  in  said  section  22,  as  originally  surveyed, 
has  been  extinguished,  and  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  St.  Louis 
V.  Eutz,  138  U.  S.  226,  has  ruled  directly  contrary  to  the  principle  con- 
tended for  by  the  applicant. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


I'RACTICK-  PROCEEDINOS  AGAINST  A  FINAIi  ENTRT—TRANSFEBBE. 

Edward  Brotherton  et  al. 

There  is  no  authority  for  the  submission  of  evidence  against  a  final  entry  in  the  ab- 
sence of  duo  order  therefor. 

To  bring  a  transferee  within  the  confirmatory  provisions  of  section  7,  act  of  March 
3,  1891,  satisfactory  proof  of  sale  should  be  furnished  the  Land  Department. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office^  March 

27,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  motion  by  A.  L.  Tomblin,  assignee,  for  a  review 
of  departmental  decision  of  September  20,  1890,  cancelling  the  cash  en- 
try of  Edward  Brotherton  for  the  SB.  i  of  Sec.  18,  T.  7  S.,  R.  33  W., 
Oberlin,  Kansas. 

Said  entry  was  suspended  by  your  office  letter  of  December  24, 1888, 
iu  which  it  was  stated,  that  Brotherton  *'  began  residence  April  0,  1885, 
and  made  proof  October  6, 1885.  His  improvements,  which  are  valued 
at  $60,  consist  of  a  sod  house  sixteen  by  twenty  feet,  eleven  acres 
broken  and  cultivated.  These  meager  improvements  and  cultivation 
do  not  conclusively  show  good  faith.  Eequire  new  proof  without  pub- 
lication." 

17581— YOL  12 20 
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In  obedience  to  these  instructions,  but  without  any  notice  firom  the 
local  officers  designating  the  day  on  which,  the  place  where,  or  the  offi- 
cer before  whom,  he  should  appear,  Brotherton  on  February  18, 1889, 
appeared  with  two  witnesses  before  the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and 
submitted  new  proof,  and  at  the  same  time  James  N.  Fike  appeared 
and  filed  a  protest  against  said  proof.  He  was  also  permitted  to  cross 
examine  the  en  try  man  and  his  witnesses  and  to  submit  evidence  against 
the  proof.  The  evidence  submitted  by  the  protestant  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  Brotherton  has  not  resided  upon  the  tract  and 
that  thA  proof  offereii  by  him  was  false  in  that  respect,  and  that  his 
cash  entry  was  fraudulent.  Upon  this  evidence,  the  decision  of  which 
review  is  asked,  was  rendered. 

The  first  reason  assigned  for  the  motion,  is  error  ^^  in  holding  that  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  required  Brotherton  to  sub- 
mit new  proof,  and  the  second  is,  error  ^^  in  considering,  and  basing  the 
decision  upon  certain  evidence  submitted  by  one  James  N.  Fike,  when 
under  the  ruling  of  the  Department  his  testimony  was  inadmissible." 

When  Brotherton  submitted  his  final  proof  upon  which  his  cash  entry 
was  allowed  he  gave  notice  by  publication  of  his  intention  to  do  so,  as 
required  by  law.  It  was  the  privilege  of  any  party  to  file  objection  to 
the  same  and  show  cause  why  the  entry  should  not  be  allowed.  No 
objection  was  made,  and  no  one  called  the  attention  of  the  Land  De- 
partment to  any  defect  in  the  claim.  Your  office  not  being  satisfied  of 
the  good  faith  of  the  entry  man,  called  for  further  or  new  proof,  in 
order  that  you  might  be  satisfied  on  that  point.  You  directed  that  the 
same  be  submitted  without  publication  of  notice  and  it  is  but  a  reason- 
able inference  that  you  expected  the  evidence  called  for  would  be  fur- 
nished without  opposition  from  third  parties,  in  fact  as  interference  is 
invited  by  the  publication  of  notice  when  the  original  proof  is  submit- 
ted, it  is  a  just  and  reasonable  presumption  that  additional  proof  which 
is  ordered  without  publication  of  notice  is  to  be  submitted  without  sub- 
jecting  a  claimant  to  the  expense  and  delay  of  a  hearing  to  sustain  his 
claim  as  is  contemplated  when  notice  is  given  by  publication. 

It  is  true  that  prior  to  the  issue  of  patent  a  protestant  has  a  right  to 
show  cause  why  a  patent  should  not  issue,  but  where  a  final  entry  has 
been  made,  and  a  final  certificate  issued,  evidence  in  opposition  to  the 
issue  of  a  patent  can  only  be  submitted  in  the  manner  pi'ovided  by  the 
rules  of  practice. 

Rale  b,  provides, — 

In  case  of  an  entry  or  location  on  which  final  certificate  has  been  issued  the  hear 
ing  will  be  ordered  only  by  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the   General  Laud 
Office. 

Rule  6,  Applications  for  hearings  under  Rule  5,  must  be  transmitted  by  the  register 
and  receiver,  with  special  report  and  leoommendationi  to  the  Commissioner  for  his 
determination  and  instruction. 

Final  certificate  having  issued  to  Brotherton,  no  proceeding  against 
his  entry  by  an  adverse  party  should  have  been  allowed  except  in  the 
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regular  way.  The  proceedings  before  the  clerk  of  the  court,  at  least 
so  far  as  taking  the  evidence  of  the  protestant  was  concerned,  was  not 
in  compliance  with  any  notice  or  order  from  your  office,  or  even  from 
the  local  office,  and  said  proceedings  were  irregular  and  unauthorized, 

With  the  motion  for  review,  are  filed  affidavits  by  the  entryman  and 
others  asserting  that  he  complieil  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

Tomblin,  the  assignee,  makes  affidavit  thnt  lie  was  an  entire  stranger 
to  Brotherton,  that  before  purch^ising  the  hind  he  made  diligent  inquiry 
concerning  his  residence  of  parties  who  knew  him  and  was  assured  that 
he  had  complied  with  the  law  as  to  residence  in  every  resiiect,  he  also 
swears  that  he  visited  the  land  office  at  (Jberlin,  and  examined  the 
proof  and  satisfied  himself  that  it  was  as  good  as  the  vast  majority  of 
proofs  made  at  that  time,  the  country  being  new  and  cultivation  being 
difficult.  His  purchase  would  thus  appear  to  have  been  made  in  good 
faith,  and  while  the  exact  date  of  the  alleged  purchase  is  not  given  the 
record  indicates  that  it  was  prior  to  November  8,  1885. 

Section  7  of  the  act  of  March  3,  18D1,  among  other  things  provides 
that 

AU  entries  made  ander  the  pre-emptioD,  bomesteail,  desert-land,  or  timber-oultare 
laws,  in  which  final  proof  and  payment  may  have  been  made  and  certidcates  issaed,  and 
to  which  there  are  no  adverse  claims  originating  prior  to  final  entry  and  which  have 
been  sold  or  incumbered  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  and  after  final  entry,  to  bona  fide  purcbasera  or  incumbrancers,  uuless  upon 
an  investigation  by  a  government  agent,  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  has  been 
found,  be  confirmed  and  patented  upon  presentation  of  satisfactory  proof  to  the  Land 
Department  of  such  sale  or  incumbrance. 

In  the  case  under  consideration  there  appears  to  have  been  no  ad- 
verse claim  originating  prior  to  the  date  of  final  proof,  and  if  the  alleged 
purchase  was  prior  to  March  1,  1888,  the  entry  is  confirmed  by  said 
section. 

The  statute  requires  that  satisfactory  proof  of  sale  be  presented  to 
the  Land  Department,  and  while  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  law  or  of 
the  Department  to  subject  claimants  under  said  section  to  unnecessary 
delay  or  expense,  still  the  requirements  of  the  statute  must  be  com- 
plied with. 

In  my  opinion  in  this  case  a  certified  copy  of  the  instrument  of  trans- 
fer or  an  abstract  ot  the  records  of  the  county  showing  said  transfer, 
should  be  filed  with  the  application,  and  if  the  same  is  found  to  be  sat- 
isfactory, a  x>atent  should  issue,  and  departmental  decision  of  Septem- 
ber 20, 1890,  is  modified  accordingly. 

The  case  is  herewith  returned  to  your  office  for  proper  action. 
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EULB   EEGARDINQ  OASES   CONFIEMED   BY   THE  ACT  OP 

MAECH  3,  1891. 

• 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Wanhington,  D.  C,  April  8,  1891. 
All  ex  parte  cases,  or  cases  in  which  the  United  States  is  a  party,  iu 
which  the  entries  are  confirmed  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  will  be  dis- 
posed of  on  written  motion,  withoat  regard  to  their  places  on  the  docket 
All  other  cases  in  which  the  entries  are  confirmed  by  said  act  will  be 
disposed  of  on  motion  when  it  appears  that  a  copy  of  the  motion  has 
been  served  on  the  opposing  counsel. 

Parties  will  be  allowed  five  days  from  service  within  which  to  file 
objections  to  the  motion  if  served  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  O.,  and 
fifteen  days  when  served  elsewhere. 

John  W.  Noble, 

Secretary, 


RAILROAD  lands-forfeiture  ACT— RIGHT  OF  PURCHASE. 

Instructions. 

Notice  of  iDteDtion  to  assert  the  right  of  parchase  accorded  ander  Beotion  3,  act  of 
September  29,  1890,  must  be  filed  in  the  local  office,  by  persons  claimiog  such 
right,  within  sixty  days  after  due  publication  by  said  office  of  this  regulation. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  March 

31,  1891, 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  12th  inst.,  in  which  you  state  that 
it  has  come  to  yonr  knowledge  that  '^numerous  persons  hold  contracts 
lor  large  bodies  ^  of  lands,  affected  by  the  iandgraut  forfeiture  act  of 
September  29, 1890  (26  Stat,  496),  **  in  some  cases  covering  a  thousand 
or  more  acres,  and  in  numerous  cases  a  whole  section." 

You  call  attention  to  the  third  section  of  said  act,  which  provides 
that  citizens,  or  those  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  such, 
in  possession  of  any  of  the  lands  so  forfeited,  under  deed,  written  con- 
tract with  or  license  from,  the  State  or  corporation  to  which  the  grant 
had  been  made,  or  its  assignees,  executed  prior  to  January  1, 1888,  or 
who  had  settled  said  lands  with  bona  fide  intent  to  secure  title  thereto 
by  purchase  from  the  State  or  corporation,  shall  be  entitled  to  purchase 
the  same  from  the  United  States  in  quantities  not  exceeding  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  to  any  one  such  person,  at  any  time  within  two  years 
from  the  passage  of  said  act,  or  as  amended,  within  two  years  from  the 
promulgation  of  instructions  thereunder,  and  you  recommend  that  per- 
sons having  such  right  be  required  to  come  forward  within  sixty  days 
and  file  in  the  local  ofOice  a  ^^  notice  of  the  right  of  purchase  intended 
to  be  claimed  within  the  period  named." 
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Ton  state  tbat  '^  it  woald  perhaps  be  extremely  hazardous  for  a  set- 
tler to  make  entry  for  and  improve  ^  a  piece  of  land  so  held  or  con- 
tracted for,  ^'  for  fear  that  the  other  party  might  elect  some  time  within 
two  years,  to  purchase  the  land  embracing  his  (the  settler's)  improve- 
ments,'' and  that  yon 

might  cite  nameroas  oases,  where,  if  disposed,  this  right  of  pnrchase  for  such 
period  might  be  used  as  a  menace  to  settlement,  and  as  preventinji:  a  fall  enjoyment 
of  the  privileges  intended  to  be  granted  homestead  settlers,  nnless  saoh  intending 
purchaser  shall  be  reqalied,  in  some  manner,  to  give  notice  of  his  claim. 

Yon  farther  state  that  the  coarse  recommended  by  yoa  woald  not  bar 
entry  of  the  land  by  others,sabject  to  sach  right  as  is  subsequently  shown 
under  sach  notice,  that  it  would  greatly  aid  the  local  officers  in  dispos- 
ing of  the  lands,  and  be  productive  of  good  results  in  avoiding  litigation 
and  saving  expense  to  all  concerned,  and  you  ^^  cannot  see  that  it  re- 
stricts any  right  intended  to  be  granted  the  purchaser." 

Said  act  provides  by  said  section  three,  that  such  persons  ^^  shall  be 
entitled  to  pnrchase"  such  lands  in  quantities  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  to  any  one  such  person,  ^^at  any  time  within 
two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act."  By  act  of  February  18, 1891, 
said  provision  was  amended  so  that  the  period  within  which  such  pur- 
chasers may  make  application  to  purchase  such  lands  shall  begin  to 
run  from  the  date  of  the  promulgation  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Office  of  the  instructions  to  the  officers  of  the  local  land  offices, 
for  their  direction  in  the  disposition  of  said  lands. 

While  the  statute  gives  to  such  persons  the  right  to  purchase  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  such  forfeited  lands  within  said  two  years, 
it  also  opens  all  such  lands  to  settlement  and  entry.  This  right  to  pur- 
chase within  the  time  specified,  when  properly  presented  and  main- 
tained, is  fully  secured  by  the  statute,  but  there  is  not  snper-added 
thereto  the  right  to  withhold  from  settlement  for  two  years  large  tracts 
of  land  under  such  contracts,  to  the  detriment  of  the  rights  of  others. 
The  right  of  purchase  should  be  exercised  with  reference  to  the  rights 
of  others  given  by  the  same  statute.  It  is  incumbent  on  the  Depart- 
ment to  make  such  regulations  as  will  operate  to  carry  out  the  law  in 
all  its  parta,  and  I  have  concluded  that  in  the  exercise  of  this  duty,  it 
is  competent  for  the  department  to  require  such  persons  to  indicate  in 
a  reasonable  time  and  manner  the  tracts  which  they  propose  to  pur- 
chase within  said  two  years.  This  in  no  manner  interferes  with  the  right 
as  given  of  securing  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  such  l^nds. 

Your  suggestion  is  accordingly  approved,  and  you  will  cause  public  , 
notice  to  be  given  in  newspapers  having  a  general  circulation  in  the 
district  in  which  the  forfeited  lands  are  situated,  as  proposed  by  yoa. 
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RAILBOAD  GRANT— HOMESTEAJ>-AGT  OF  JUNE  16,  1880. 

QuiNLAN  V.  Northern  Pacific  R.  E.  Oo. 

The  right  of  parohaae  noder  section  2,  act  of  June  15, 1880,  existing  at  date  of  definite 
location,  excepts  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  grant,  and  can  be  exercised, 
as  against  the  grant^  at  any  time  prior  to  the  issuance  of  patent. 

The  cancellation  of  the  original  entry,  and  sabseqnent  improvident  entry  of  the  land 
under  the  timber  cnltuie  law,  by  the  claimant,  will  not  defeat  his  right  of  pur- 
chase under  said  act. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  April 

1, 1891, 

The  tract  io  controversy,  to  wit :  the  E.  i  of  the  NW.  i  and  Lots  1 
and  2  of  Sec  7,  T.  6  N.,  B.  9  W.,  Helena,  Montana,  is  within  the  pri- 
mary limits  of  the  grant  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  as 
shown  by  map  of  general  ronte,  filed  February  21, 1872,  and  as  defi- 
nitely located  Jaly  6, 1882. 

John  Qainlan  made  homestead  entry  of  said  tract  July  4, 1871,  which 
was  canceled  February  8, 1879,  for  failure  to  make  proof  within  the 
legal  period.  On  May  23, 1883,  he  made  timber-culture  entry  of  said 
tract,  and,  on  May  20, 1886,  he  was  allowed  to  make  cash  entry  of  the 
tract  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  15^  1880  (21  Stat., 
237).  Your  office  canceled  the  timber-culture  entry  of  Quinlan  for  the 
tract  and  approved  for  patent  his  cash  entry,  from  which  decision  the 
railroad  company  appealed,  assigning  the  following  grounds  of  error : 

1.  Error  to  rnle  that  Quinlan  has  a  right  to  purchase  the  land  under  act  of  June 
15y  1680,  at  the  date  of  definite  location,  which  excepted  the  tract  from  the  grant  to 
the  company. 

2.  Error  not  to  have  ruled  that  the  right  of  purchase  under  the  said  act  does  not 
arise  until  exercised  in  accordance  with  its  provision,  and  that  there  is  no  reserva- 
tion of  the  land  for  an  indefinite  or  for  any  period  of  time  to  enable  the  party  to 
exercise  the  right. 

3.  Error  not  to  have  ruled  that  (if  such  right  existed)  Quinlan  discarded  and 
abandoned  said  right  when  he  attempted  to  make  a  timber  culture  entry  of  the  land 
May  23, 1883. 

4.  Error  not  to  have  canceled  Quinlan's  cash  entry  and  not  to  have  awarded  the 
land  to  the  company. 

This  case  is  controlled  by  the  decisions  of  the  Department  in  the 
case  of  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v,  Burti,  3  L.  D.,  490,  and  of 
Northern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  v.  McLean,  5  L.  D.,  529,  in  which  it 
was  held  that  the  right  of  pnrchase  was  given  by  the  act  of  June  15, 
1880,  although  the  entry  had  been  canceled  prior  to  the  definite  loca- 
tion of  the  road,  and  although  the  application  to  purchase  was  made 
subsequent  thereto.  The  only  difference  betwe-en  the  cases  cited  and 
the  case  at  bar  is  that  in  the  latter  case  the  entryman  had  made  a 
timber-culture  entry  of  the  tract  subsequent  to  definite  location  and 
made  the  cash  entry  while  the  timber  culture  entry  remained  of  record. 
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Bot  the  irregnlarity  in  the  allowance  of  the  cash  entry  by  the  local 
officers  before  the  cancellation  of  the  timber  calture  entry  cannot  preju- 
dice his  ri^ht.  The  land  was  not  subject  to  the  timber-culture  entry  of 
Qninlan,  and  such  entry  should  have  been  canceled.  But  the  improvi- 
dent allowance  of  this  entry  did  not  defeat  or  impair  his  right  to  pur- 
chase the  land  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  and  that  right  which 
existed  at  the  date  of  definite  location  could  have  been  exercised  by 
the  homesteader  as  against  the  railroad  company  at  any  time  until  the 
land  was  certified  or  patented. 

I  find  no  reason  to  overrule  a  long  line  of  authorities,  commencing 
with  the  case  of  Northern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  v.  Burt,  3  L.  D., 
400,  and  ending  with  the  recent  case  of  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany V.  Killian,  11  L.  D.,  596,  in  which  the  rule,  that  any  right  or  claim 
existing  at  date  of  definite  location  excepts  the  tract  from  the  operation 
of  this  grant,  was  re-affirmed. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


PBACTICK-SEBVICE  OF  NOTICE— PUBLICATION. 

Noble  u.  Melvin. 

Service  by  publication  is  not  authorized,  where  failure  to  secare  personal  service  is 
dne  to  fche  contestant's  neglect  or  refusal  to  advance  the  fees  required  by  the  offi- 
'  cer  for  snch  service. 
There  i8.no  provision  in  the  law,  or  the  regulations  thereunder,  authorizing  service 
of  contest  notice  by  registered  letter. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Offlce,  April  1,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Charles  D.  Noble  v.  Calvin  A.  Melvin, 
involving  the  homestead  entry  made  by  the  latter  for  the  SE.  ^  of  sec- 
tion 26,  T.  6  N.,  R.  32  W.,  McCook  land  district,  Nebraska. 

He  made  this  entry  July  3, 1884,  and  Noble  filed  contest  against  the 
same  Angost  13, 1886.  Hearing  was  set  for  October  15,  same  year. 
On  that  day,  on  affidavit  being  filed  that  pers<mal  service  coald  not  be 
procured,  the  hearing  was  continued  until  December  15,  same  year. 
Meantime,  notice  was  published  by  advertisement  in  a  newspaper,  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  service  by  publication. 

On  the  day  set  for  hearing,  counsel  for  defendant  appeared  specially, 
and  moved  the  dismissal  of  the  contest  on  the  ground  that  defendant 
was,  and  during  the  pendency  of  the  proceedings  had  been  in  the  State, 
and  that  it  was  not  true  that  diligent  effort  had  been  made  to  discover 
his  whereabouts,  prior  to  publication  of  notice.  In  support  of  this  al- 
legation, the  following  affidavit  of  the  officer  to  whom  said  notice  was 
sent  for  service  was  filed  in  the  case: 
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Robert  H.  Stewart,  being  first  dnly  Bworn,  says  that  he  was  the  constable  to  wbom 
notice  was  sent  for  service  in  the  contest  case  of  Charles  D.  Noble  v.  C.  A.  Melvin  ; 
that  the  usual  fee  for  service  did  not  accompany  the  notice^  which  fact  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  contestant  by  letter;  that  he  held  the  notice  awaiting  the  receipt 
of  the  fee  nntil  it  was  too  late  for  service.  Under  the  laws  of  this  State  affiant  had 
a  right  to  demand  fee  before  service,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  the  service  was  not 
made  by  him  upon  the  defendant.    And  farther  deponent  saith  not. 

Upon  this  showing,  the  local  officers  beiag  of  the  opinion  that  per- 
sonal service  coald,  with  dae  diligence,  have  been  secared,  dismissed 
the  contest.  The  contestant  appealed  to  your  office,  which  (September 
17, 1888)  held  the  service  to  have  been  sufficient  and  remanded  the  case 
for  a  hearing. 

Notice  of  the  hearing  thus  ordered  was  given  by  registered  letter, 
addressed  to  and  received  by  defendant's  attorney  on  November  19, 
1888— as  shown  by  the  return  registry  receipt.  The  hearing  was  set 
for  December  21,  same  year.  On  December  3,  the  claimant  filed  a  mo- 
tion for  an  appeal  from  the  action  of  your  office  in  ordering  such  hear- 
ing; but  when  the  day  set  for  hearing  arrived  (December  21,  supra j) 
the  local  officers  dismissed  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  the  order  for 
a  hearing  was  interlocutory,  and  not  subject  to  appeal. 

Counsel  for  defendant  then  filed  a  special  appearance  for  thepurx>ose 
of  reiterating  his  denial  that  jurisdiction  of  the  p(Tson  of  the  claimant 
had  been  obtained,  and  appeared  no  further.  Contestant  submitted  his 
testimony  and  that  of  his  witnesses. 

On  January  22, 1889,  the  local  officers  recommended  the  entry  for 
cancellation.  The  entryman  appealed  to  your  office,  which,  by  letter  of 
June  15, 1889,  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  local  officers,  and  held  the 
entry  for  cancellation.  To  counsel's  contention  that  proper  service  had 
never  been  made,  and  jurisdiction  of  his  client  never  obtained,  your 
office  replied : 

The  claimant  in  this  case  has  been  contesting  this  proceeding  from  its  very  incep- 
tion, it  appears  npon  purely  technical  groands,  and  has  not  offered,  at  either  hearing, 
a  single  word  of  evidence  in  defense  of  his  claim,  altbongh  twice  having  an  oppoi- 
tnnity  to  do  so.  The  service  of  notice  on  the  claimant's  attorney,  or  the  receipt  1>y 
him  of  the  notice  given  hy  registered  mail  to  the  defendant,  as  such  attorney,  in  the 
name  of  or  in  lieu  of  his  client,  is  notice  to  his  client  (7  L.^D.,252),  and  he  is  estopped 
thereby  from  objecting  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  local  office. 

Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  objections  of  the  defendant  so  far  as 
the  merits  of  the  case  are  concerned,  they  were  legal,  and  he  was  under 
no  obligation  to  submit  himself  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  until  he 
was  brought  in  by  proper  process.  If  he  could  be  personally  served,  it 
was  error  to  obtain  service  by  publication,  and  <*The  mere  fact  that  a 
claimant  has  knowledge  of  a  pending  contest  against  him  does  not 
bring  him  into  court  and  does  not  render  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
defend  his  claim;  for  the  local  office  has  no  right  to  cancel  his  claim 
without  first  obtaining  jurisdiction  over  him ;  and  that  it  can  only  obtain 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  law  or  the  regulations"  (Milne  v. 
Bowling,  4  L.  D.,  378). 
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In  the  law  or  the  regulations  '^  there  is  no  provision  for  service  by 
registered  letter*'  (Driscoll  r.  Johnson,  11  L.  D.,  004). 

It  is  clear  that  jurisdiction  was  not  obtained  by  publication,  under 
the  circumstances  hereinbefore  set  forth  (Ludwig  v.  Faulkner,  11  L.  D,, 
315,  and  cases  therein  cited). 

Your  decision  is  reversed.  The  proceedings  heretofore  had  are  set 
aside,  and  the  case  is  remanded  for  a  rehearing,  after  due  service  of 
notice  upon  all  parties  interested. 


HOMBSTBAI)  BNTRT— ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1891. 

Louis  Sohauer. 

Homestead  entries  are  confirmed  by  the  proviso  to  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891, 
where  two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  issuance  uf  final  receipt,  and  no  contest 
or  protest  against  the  validity  of  snch  entries  was  pending  at  the  passage  of  said 
act.  ( 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  April  1,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Louis  Schauer,  from  your  office  deci- 
sion, dated  August  7, 1889,  rejecting  Ills  commutation  proof  for  the  NE. 
J,  Sec.  31,  T.  106  N.,  R.  59  W.,  Mitchell,  South  Dakota. 

I  have  examined  your  office  decision  and  the  record  in  this  case. 
Said  decision  contains  a  fair  statement  of  the  facts  as  they  appear  in 
said  record. 

It  is  shown  by  the  record  that  claimant  received  a  receipt  and  final 
certificate  for  said  land  on  September  27, 1884.  More  than  two  years 
have  therefore  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the  issuance  of  said  receipt. 
There  was  no  pending  contest  or  protest  against  the  validity  of  said 
entry  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  entitled 
"An  act  to  repeal  the  timber  culture  law,  and  for  other  purposes!'^ 
Under  the  proviso  to  the  seventh  section  of  this  act  claimant  is  entitled 
to  have  the  land  describod  in  his  receipt  patented  to  him. 

For  this  reason  your  office  decision  is  reversed. 


TIMBER  L.AND  BNTRY— TRANSFEREE. 

Charles  F.  Glass. 

A  transferee,  holding  ander  a  timher  land  entry,  is  not  entitled  to  the  protection 
extended  to  an  innocent  purchaser,  where  the  entry  is  fraadalently  made,  and 
the  transferee  is  a  party  to  such  fraud. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chavidler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  April  2, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  record  in  the  case  of  United  States  v»  Charles 
F.  Olass,  on  appeal  from  your  decision,  of  October  4,  1889,  holding  for 
cancellation  timber  land  entry  No.  1717,  embracing  the  SE.  i  of  SE.  ^, 
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Sec.  21,  SE.  4  of  NW.  J  and  NE.  i  of  S  W.  i,  Sec.  27,  and  llTE.  J  of  NB.  J,  I 

Sec.  28,  T.  3  8.,  R.  36  E.,  La  Grande  land  district,  Oregon. 

On  November  30.  1883,  Gbarles  F.  Glass  made  entry  of  the  land  in 
question,  and,  on  the  15th  of  December  following,  sold  and  conveyed  | 

the  same  to  S.  F.  Richardson  and  H.  0.  Pntnam. 

Tbe  entry  was  held  for  cancellation  by  yoar  office  Jannary  19, 1887,  as 
fraadnlent,  npon  the  report  of  Special  Agenf  McCormick,  and,  snbse-  | 

quently  a  hearing  was  ordered  and  held  before  the  district  land  officers, 
the  entryman  and  transferees  being  present. 

Upon  the  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing,  the  local  officers  foand  that 
said  entry  was  fraudulent  and  recommended  that  it  be  canceled.    From  | 

this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken  and  on  the  4th  of  October,  1889,  your 
office  affirmed  the  decision  below. 

December  13,  1889,  defendant  appealed,  from  the  judgment  of  yoar 
office,  to  this  Department,  and  assigns  as  error : 

Ist.  Commissioner  erred  In  holding  said  entry  of  Cfaarlee  F.  Glass  for  cancellatioii 
and  finding  for  the  United  States. 

2nd.  The  said  decision  is  contrary  to  law  and  decisions  of  the  Department,  in 
this: 

The  20  U.  S.  Stats.,  89,  provides  that  any  grants  or  conveyance  of  lands,  entered 
under  this  act  in  the  bands  of  bona  fide  purchasers,  shall  be  protected. 

3rd.  That  said  decision  is  contrary  to  the  testimony  in  this :  That  said  testimony 
nowhere  shows  that  said  transferees  H.  G.  Pntnam  and  S.  F.  Richardson  are  parties 
to  any  Arand  against  the  United  States,  or  are  not  bona  fide  transferees  or  innocent 
purchasers  for  value,  without  notice  of  any  fraud  upon  the  part  of  the  entryman. 

4th.  That  said  decision  is  contrary  to  the  testimony  in  this :  That  said  testiuiony 
nowhere  proves  that  said  entryman,  Charles  F.  Glass,  did  not  act  in  entire  good 
faith,  in  his  said  entry,  or  that  he  fnUy  complied  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears,  from  the  testimony  adduced  at  said  hearing,  that  S.  F. 
Bichardson,  one  of  the  transferees  in  this  case,  employed  J.  H.  Hunter 
and  J.  L.  Onrtis  to  assist  him  in  the  examination  of  certain  timber 
tracts  in  the  vicinity  of  and  embracing  the  timber  entry  of  Charles  F. 
Glass;  that  liichardson  was  a  man  of  considerable  means  and  made  a 
business,  inter  alia,  of  loaning  money  secured  generally  upon  timber 
land  entries ;  that  he  made  special  arrangements  for  a  number  of  par- 
ties in  the  neighborhood,  including  the  entryman  in  this  case«  to  pay 
for  publishing  notices  of  making  proof  and  final  entry  and  that  he  had 
a  special  understanding  with  the  defendant,  prior  to  making  entry,  that 
he  would  furnish  the  money  to  pay  for  the  land.  Furthermore  it  is 
shown  that  the  defendant  admitted  to  Agent  Brockenbrough,  in  the 
pi-esence  of  J.  H.  Hunter  and  J.  L.  Curtis,  that  although  there  was  no 
contract,  there  was  an  understood  arrangement  between  them,  defend- 
ant  and  his  transferee,  liichardson,  that  the  entry  should  be  made  for 
the  benefit  of  said  transferee.  In  farther  supi)ort  of  this  charge,  the 
testimony  of  Geo.  J.  Quimby  and  Alex.  Jackson,  shows,  that  they  heard 
the  defendant  state  several  times  that  he  filed  on  the  land  in  questiony 
for  the  benefit  of  Bichardson,  and  that  he  received  $00,  for  so  doing. 
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The  act  of  Jane  3^  1878  (20  Stat.,  89),  prohibits  the  entry  of  lands 
under  its  provisions,  for  speculative  parposes,  and  a  party  making  a 
timber  entry  is  required  to  make  oath  that  he  has  not,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly^ made  any  agreement  or  contract  in  any  way  or  manner  to  enter 
the  land  for  the  benefit  of  any  other  person,  furthermore  should  any 
person  taking  snch  oath,  swear  falsely  in  the  premises,  he  shall  forfeit 
the  money  paid  and  all  right  and  title  to  the  land,  covered  by  his  entry ; 
and  also,  any  giant  or  conveyance  which  snch  party  may  have  made 
sliall  be  null  and  void. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  the  proof  shows  conclusively  that  the  defendant 
did  make  the  6ntry  for  the  benefit  of  Richardson  and  Patnam,  and  that 
within  a  few  days  after  the  entry  was  made,  he  executed  to  them  a  deed 
for  the  property. 

The  admission  of  the  defendant,  that  such  an  agreement  or  under- 
standing existed  between  Richardson  and  himself,  must  necessarily 
place  the  transferees  parties  to  the  fraudulent  entry  and  therefore,  they 
cannot  be  considered  in  the  light  of  innocent  purchasers  of  the  land. 

The  defence  endeavored  to  show  that  the  transferee,  Richardson,  was 
in  no  manner  connected  with  the  making  of  timber  entries,  or  had  any 
interest  therein,  except  where  he  had  made  a  legitimate  loan,  and  that 
the  witnesses  for  the  government  including  the  special  agent  were  infln- 
enced  in  giving  their  testimony  by  personal  interest.  Richardson,  in 
bis  own  testimony,  sets  forth,  that  he  was  a  lumberman,  that  at  the 
time  the  entry  in  question  was  made,  he  was  looking  after  a  large  body 
of  timber  to  start  a  Inmbering  enterprise,  that  he  also  loaned  money  on 
timl)er  entries  and  occasionally  purchased  them  to  save  himself  from 
loss. 

The  evidence  in  this  case  would  indicate  that  Richardson  was  a  good 
business  man,  and  therefore  did  not  loan  money  on  the  timber  claim  of 
Chas.  F.  Glass  unless  he  was  well  secured  in  some  manner,  otherwise 
the  party  could  dispose  of  the  timber,  the  only  value  the  land  possessed, 
and  thus  defraud  the  lender. 

The  evidence  and  all  the  surrounding  circumstances  connected  with 
the  case,  point  conclusively  to  a  collusion  between  the  party  and  his 
transferees  to  fraudulently  secure  the  land  in  question  and  it  would 
seem  it  was  part'of  a  plan  to  secure  control  of  a  large  body  of  valuable 
lands  in  an  illegal  manner. 

The  defendant  in  his  assignment  of  error,  claims  that  the  transferees 
are  innocent  purchasers  and  as  such  are  exempt  from  a  forfeiture  of 
the  land.  In  this  he  errs.  The  doctrine  of  "  bona  fide  purchasers  ^  does 
not  apply  to  one  who  purchases  before  patent  issues.  The  rule  ^^  caveat 
emptor^  is  particularly  applicable  in  this  case  and  as  the  entry  is  fraud- 
ulent the  purchaser  acquires  no  right. 

As  to  the  right  of  the  Land  Department  to  cancel  ^tries  that  were 
initiated  in  fraud,  prior  to  the  issue  of  patent,  there  can  be  no  question. 
See  United  States  v.  Montgomery  et  al.  (11  L.  D.,  484),  and  U.  S.  su- 
preme oonrt  decisions  referred  to  therein. 
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The  qnestion  of  the  character  of  the  land;  by  common  consent  of  all 
parties  in  interest^  was  not  raised  at  the  hearing. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  comment  on  the  evidence  more  fnlly,  as 
it  is  set  out  in  detail  in  your  decision  but  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  after 
a  careful  examination  of  the  case,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  condnsion 
reached  by  your  office  is  correct  and  it  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


liANDS  WITHIX  RAILBOAD  LIMITS  -KEPATMSNT. 

GEOBaE  G.  Foster. 

There  is  no  right  to  repayment  for  double  minimum  ezoeas  where  the  land,  lyin^r 
within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific,  is  properly  sold 
at  said  price,  even  though  that  part  of  the  grant  opposite  the  tract  in  qnestion  is 
subsequently  forfeited. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissianer  of  the  General 

Land  Offiee^  April  2,  189  L. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  March  9, 1891,  transmitting 
for  my  consideration  and  action  the  application  of  George  G.  Foster 
for  repayment  of  double  minimum  excess  paid  by  him  December  11, 
1886,  for  the  NE.  i  Sec.  32,  T.  1  S.,  R.  15  E.,  containing  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres ;  The  Dalles,  Oregon. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  the  above-described  tract  is  within 
the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany (13  Stat.,  365). 

By  the  act  of  September  29,  1890  (26  Stat.,  496),  that  part  of  the 
grant  to  said  road  opposite  the  tract  in  question  was  forfeited  to  the 
United  States. 

The  last  clause  of  section  two  of  the  act  approved  June  16,  1880  (21 
Stat.,  287),  relied  upon  by  applicant  to  warrant  repayment  to  him,  is  as 
follows : 

and  in  all  cases  where  parties  have  paid  double-minimum  price  for  land  which  has 
afterwards  been  found  not  to  be  within  the  limits  of  a  railroad  land  grant,  the  excess 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  shall  in  like  manner  be  repaid  to  the 
purchaser  thereof,  or  to  the  heirs  or  assigns. 

It  is  shown  that  the  land  purchased  by  Foster  was  double  minimum 

in  price  at  the  time  it  was  purchased.    The  price  of  this  tract  was  fixed 

at  $2.50  per  acre  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  making  the  grant  to  the 
railroad  company. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889  (25  Stat.,  854),  de- 
clares— 

that  the  price  of  all  sections  and  parts  of  sections  of  the  public  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  portions  of  the  several  grants  of  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads which  have  been  heretofore  aud  which  may  hereafter  be  forfeited,  which  were 
by  the  acts  making  such  grauts  or  have  since  been  increased  to  the  double  minimaai 
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price,  and,  also,  of  all  lands  within  the  limits  of  any  such  railroad  grant,  bnt  not  em- 
braced in  snob  ^ant  lying  adjacent  to  and  cuterminuous  with  the  portions  of  the  line 
of  any  sncb  railroad  which  shall  not  be  completed  at  the  date  of  this  act,  is  hereby 
fixed  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

The  parchasein  question  was  made  in  1886,  when  the  price  was  doable 
minimum,  and  it  can  not  be  said  that  the  doable  minimum  was  erro- 
neously charged.  Such  price  was  properly  charged,  and  there  is  no 
authority  for  repayment  of  any  part  of  said  amount  under  the  act  of 
June  16, 1880,' or  any  other  act.  (Texas  Pacitic  Grant,  8  L.  D.,  530; 
Jacob  A.  Gilford,  8  L.  D.,  683.) 

This  Department  has  not  the  power  to  make  repayment,  where  the 
.money  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  unless  specially  authorized 
by  some  statute  to  do  so.  (Ambrose  W.  Grimes,  8  L.  D.,  462 ;  Opinions 
of  Attorney  General,  vol.  4,  p.  229) 

It  is  clear  that  repayment  under  Foster's  application  is  not  authorized 
by  existing  laws,  and  therefore  must  be  refused. 


SECOND  CONTEST    INSUFFICSNCT  OF  CHABGE. 

BUSCH  17.  Devine. 
An  issne  once  tried  and  determined  can  not  be  made  the  basis  of  a  secoftd  contest. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  ApHl  2,  1891. 

This  record  presents  the  appeal  of  August  C.  Busch  from  your  office 
decision  of  August  14, 1890,  in  the  case  of  August  0.  Busch  v.  Thomas 
Devine,  involving  the  latter's  homestead  entry  for  the  NE.  ^  of  the  SE. 
ij  Sec.  28,  T.  20  N.,  B.  12  E.,  Sacramento,  California. 

The  said  entry  was  made  in  May,  1878,  for  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  After  a  hearing  had  in  March,  1879,  it  was  reduced  to  forty 
acres,  and  as  thus  reduced,  it  was  sustained  after  hearings  had  during 
1883  and  1886,  in  different  adverse  proceedings.  The  present  contro- 
versy arose  upon  a  protest  by  Busch  (accompanied  by  his  adjoining 
farm  application)  against  Devine's  homestead  proof  submitted  in  July, 
1890,  alleging  Devine's  entry  fraudulent,  for  the  reason  that  ^^said 
Devine  did  in  the  year  1879  enter  into  a  written  agreement  with  this 
affiant  (Busch)  and  others,  agreeing  therein  to  convey,  when  he  should 
obtain  title,"  a  portion  of  the  land,  that  although  said  agreement  is  lost 
or  destroyed  he  can  prove  its  execution  by  a  witness  thereto,  and  that 
Devine  very  recently  recognized  the  same,  and  asking  a  hearing. 

The  local  officers  found  in  effect  that  the  charges  outlined  were  con- 
sidered and  held  unlbuiided  by  the  departmental  decision  of  December 
18, 1888,  in  case  of  Kane  et  al.  v.  Devine  (7  L.  D.,  532),  and  denied  the 
hearing. 


318  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Ou  appeal  by  Buscli,  your  office  by  tbe  decision  appealed  from, 
affirmed  the  raling  below,  rejected  tbe  pending  protest  and  after  den^*- 
ing,  November  24,  1890,  Devine's  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal,  trans- 
mitted the  record. 

In  the  case  of  Kane  et  al,  v.  Devine,  supra^  a  hearing  was  commenced 
September  6, 1886,  and  proceeded  with  at  different  times,  until  Octo- 
ber 27,  following  to  determine  sundry  allegations  of  contest,  made  in 
1884,  by  Kane  against  the  entry  in  question.  Among  these  allegations 
was  one  to  the  effect  that  Devine  had  agreed  to  sell  and  convey,  after 
entry,  certain  portions  of  the  land.  In  its  said  decision  (7  L.D.,  535), 
the  Department  discussed  the  testimony  of  Kane  to  the  effect  that  in 
1880,  Devine  had  agreed  with  ^^  one  Busch  "  (presumably  the  protestant 
in  the  pending  case)  who  had  appeared  at  the  local  office  to  contest 
said  entry,  to  convey  about  one-third  of  the  land,  if  Busch  would  allow 
him  to  ^^  get  a  homestead  patent,"  and  found  that  the  same  was  not  sus- 
tained. 

By  the  decision  appealed  from  your  office  found  that  by  said  depart- 
mental decision,  'Hhe  said  agreement  alleged  in  the  protest  as  the 
ground  of  fraud  against  the  saidentry,  was  the  subject  of  consideration 
and  of  final  decision."  This  finding  is  in  accord  with  that  of  the  local 
office  and  the  same  is  not  denied. 

The  Q^se  at  bar  is,  therefore,  I  think,  clearly  governed  by  the  rule 
that  an  issue  once  tried  and  determined  can  not  be  made  the  basis  of 
a  second  contest.  Parker  v.  Gamble  (3  L.D.,  390) ;  Beeves  v.  Bmblen 
(8  L.D.,  444);  see  also  Mead  v.  Oushman  (10  L.D.,  253). 

The  judgment  of  your  office  rejecting  the  protest  of  Busch  is  accord- 
ingly affirmed. 


CONTKST-PBEFJERENCB  BIGHT  OF  ENTRY. 

Spengeb  V.  Blevins  et  al. 

The  preference  right  of  a  sncoessfnl  ooDtestant  is  not  defeated  by  a  hearing  inadver- 

teutly  ordered  on  the  subsequent  contest  of  another. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  ApHl  2,  181>1. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Alrah  J.  Spencer  v.  Greorge  E.  Blevins 
and  Benton  M.  McBride  upon  appeal  by  the  former  from  the  decision 
of  your  office  dated  August  23,  1889,  awarding  the  preference  right  of 
entry  to  McBride  for  the  W.  J,  SW.  J,  NB.  J,  SW.  i  and  N W.  J,  SE.  i, 
Sec.  33,  Tp.  28,  B.  46  W.,  Ohadron  land  district,  Nebraska. 

The  record  shows  that  George  E.  Blevins  made  homestead  entry  for 
said  tract  March  23, 1887,  and  on  March  21,  1888  McBride  initiated 
contest  against  said  entry  alleging  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
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the  said  George  E.  Blevius  aud  tbe  land  covered  by  his  eutry;  that 
BleviuB  '^  has  wholly  abandoued  said  tract ;  that  he  has  chauged  his 
residence  therefrom  for  more  than  six  mouths  since  making  entry;  that 
said  tract  is  not  settled  upon  aud  cultivated  by  said  party  as  required 
by  law.'' 

April  23, 1888,  Spencer  initiated  contest  against  Blevius'  entry,  alleg- 
ing abandonment  of  the  tract  for  more  than  six  months  and  that  Blevius 
^^  never  built  upon  nor  improved  any  of  said  tract,  nor  cultivated  any  of 
the  same." 

The  register  ordered  a  hearing  May  28, 1888,  on  the  contest  initiated 
by  Alvah  J.  Spencer  and  set  the  same  for  July  10, 1888,  before  the 
local  office  ]  testimony  of  witnesses  to  be  taken  before  Ed  M.  Tracy,  a 
notary  public,  at  his  office  in  Box  Butte,  Nebraska,  July  3, 1888. 

Hearing  was  had  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  order,  and  the 
register  and  receiver  found  in  favor  of  Spencer  and  recommended  the 
entry  for  cancellation. 

June  18, 1889,  your  office  notified  the  local  office  that  Blevius'  entry 
was  canceled  and  Spencer  would  be  allowed  thirty  days  to  make  entry 
for  the  land.  July  15,  1889,  the  register  and  receiver  informed  your 
office  th^t  they  inadvertently  omitted  issuing  notice,  ordering  a  hearing 
in  the  contest  initiated  by  McBride  v,  Blevius 

Until  December  15,  1888,  and  that  a  trial  was  had  in  said  case  April  19,  1889,  and  de- 
cision rendered  May  3,  1880,  in  favor  of  contestant  (McBride)  and  parties  uotitied 
Jnne  14,  1889,  there  being  no  appeal,  papers  were  transmitted  to  Department. 

And  that  in  viewot  the  status  of  the  case,  they  suspended  further  action 
on  your  office  letter  of  June  1889,  "  until  the  receipt  of  further  instruc- 
tions.'^ 

On  August  23, 1889,  your  office  decided  that  as  Spencer's  contest  was 
initiated  subsequent  to  McBride's,  it  was  subject  to  McBride's  right  of 
entry ;  and  that  the  fact  of  allowing  Spencer's  contest  to  first  go  to 
trial  was  merely  irregular  and  premature;  and  as  the  charge  of  aban- 
donment was  proven  against  Blevius  aud  his  entry  was  canceled, 
McBride  was  entitled  to  his  preference  right  to  enter  said  tract  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  May  14,  1880  (21  Stat,  140),  and  dismissed 
Spencer's  contest. 

October  21, 1889,  Spencer  appealed,  alleging  the  following  grounds 
of  error,  viz : 

1.  In  not  setting  aside  the  complaint  and  cx)ntest  of  McBride. 

2.  In  not  allowing  appellant  his  preference  right  to  file  on  said  tract 
after  his  contest  canceled  Blevius'  entry. 

3.  In  not  holding  the  register  and  receiver  responsible  for  so  gross 
an  error. 

4.  In  allowing  McBride  the  preference  right  to  file,  whereby  the  error 
of  the  register  and  receiver  serve  to  defeat  an  innocent  party  of  his 
right  to  fille,  causing  him  unnecessary  inconvenience  and  great  expense. 

The  record  of  the  hearing  between  McBride  and  Blevius  shows  that 
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Spencer  was  represented  by  his  attorney  "  Ed,  M.  Tracy  ^  who  then 
and  there  cross  examined  McBride  and  his  several  witnesses,  but  offered 
no  evidence  to  gainsay  their  testimony.  The  evidence  adduced  shows) 
that  McBride's  charge  of  abandonment  was  fully  proven,  and  that  the 
entryman,  Blevins,  never  in  fact  resided  upon,  or  cultivated  or  improved 
any  portion  of  the  tract  in  dispute. 

As  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  case  at  bar  tending  to  show  bad  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  fiist  contestant  (McBride)  his  preference  right  of 
entry  cannot  be  defeated  by  any  inadvertence  or  laches  by  the  local 
officers  in  failing  to  order  a  hearing  after  his  contest  had  been  properly 
made  of  record. 

Upon  review  of  the  whole  record,  I  am  convinced  that  the  decision 
appealed  from  is  correct,  and  the  same  is  hereby  affirmed. 

Since  the  case  has  been  pending  on  appeal  before  this  Department, 
Spencer  has  filed  his  own  ex  parte  statement,  together  with  newspaper 
clippings,  which  cannot  be  considered  under  the  Rules  of  Practice. 


HOMBST£AI>  ENTRY— ACT  OF  JUNE  15,  1880    I>£S£BT£D  WIFE. 

Havel  v.  Havel. 

The  right  of  a  homesteader,  who  has  abandoned  his  land,  to  make  cash  entry  under  sec- 
tion 2,  act  of  Jnne  15,  1880,  is  defeated  by  the  iutervouing  adverse  claim  of  bis 
desertod  wife,  wbo  bas  remained  on  the  land  and  commenced  proceedings  in  ber 
own  right  to  see  are  the  same. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Cha/ndler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office,  April  2,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  A..  C.  Blume  and  0.  B.  France,  trans- 
ferees, from  your  office  decision  dated  September  10,  1S89,  holding  for 
cancellation  the  homestead  entry  of  John  W.  Havel,  also  his  cash  entry 
for  the  B  i  NB  i  and  B  i  SB  i  of  Sec  24,  T.  2  S.,  R.  33  W.,  Oberlin, 
Elansas. 

The  record  shows  that  John  W.  Havel  made  homestead  entry  for  the 
tract  in  question  March  8,  1880,  and  together  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren moved  thereon  soon  after  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  May, 
1882,  when  he  deserted  his  family  and  home;  since  which  time  he  has 
furnished  nothing  toward  the  support  of  his  wife  and  children.  In 
May,  1885,  he  obtained  a  divorce  from  his  wife  in  the  district  court  of 
Filmore  county,  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  where  it  appears  he  had 
resided  since  deserting  his  family.  Barly  in  1885 — the  exact  date  is  not 
disclosed  by  the  record — Mrs.  Havel  ofifered  final  proof  on  her  hus- 
band's entry,  which  was  transmitted  by  the  local  officers  to  your  office 
June  4, 1885.  If  the  local  officers  acted  upon  this  proof  before  forward- 
ing it  to  yon,  it  is  not  shown  by  the  record.  September  10, 1885,  yoa 
notified  tlie  register  and  receiver  that  Mrs.  Havel  could  not  be  allowed 
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to  make  final  proof  on  her  hasband's  entry,  except  as  his  agent,  in 
which  case  patent  would  have  to  be  issaed  in  his  name,  and  that  if  she 
desired  to  obtain  the  property  in  her  own  name  she  conld  contest  and 
procure  the  cancellation  of  her  husband's  entry  and  enter  the  land  in 
her  own  right.  On  December  8, 1885,  John  W,  Havel,  her  divorced 
husband,  purchased  the  property  under  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  June  15, 1880,  and  two  days  later  conveyed  the  same  to  A.  C.  Blume. 
January  25, 1886,  Mrs.  Havel  filed  in  the  land  office  her  application  to 
contest  the  homestead  entry  of  her  late  husband,  which  was  transmit- 
ted to  your  office  March  3, 1886.  In  this  application  she  alleges  her 
oontinuons  residence  on  the  land  and  her  improvement  thereof,  and  that 
John  W.  Havel  abandoned  the  land  in  May,  1882,  since  which  time  he 
has  never  returned,  and  that  she  and  her  husband  were  divorced  by 
decree  of  the  district  court  of  Filmore  county,  Nebraska,  in  May,  1885. 
She  also  allege^«  that  John  W.  Havel  made  cash  entry  for  the  land  and 
sold  the  same  two  days  afterwards  to  A.  C.  Blume,  who  she  asserts  had 
fall  knowledge  of  her  claim  to  the  land  as  HaveFs  deserted  wife. 

November  18, 1886,  acting  upon  her  application,  you  ordered  a  hear- 
ing for  the  investigation  of  the  facts.  A  hearing  was  had  April  4, 1887, 
at  which  Mrs.  Havel  appeared,  both  in  person  and  by  attorney ;  John 
W.  Havel  did  not  appear.  S.  W.  McEImy,  an  attorney,  filed  a  paper 
stating  that  he  appeared  for  the  "  assignee  of  defendant,  A.  0.  Blume," 
and  also  for  O.  B.  France,  <^  who  has  an  interest  by  purchase  in  said 
land." 

After  considering  the  evidence  submitted  at  the  hearing,  the  local 
officers  decided  against  Mrs.  Havel,  and  cited  the  case  of  George  W. 
Sanford  (5  L.  D.,  535)  as  sustaining  their  decision.  Contestant  appealed 
to  your  office,  and  on  September  10, 1889,  you  reversed  the  decision  of 
the  local  officers  and  held  both  the  homestead  and  cash  entry  made  by 
John  W.  Havel  for  cancellation.  Blume  and  France  have  appealed  to 
this  Deparment. 

After  examining  the  record  and  your  decision  based  upon  it,  I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  your  conclusions. 

Long  before  John  W.  Havel's  cash  entry  was  made,  Mrs.  Havel,  as 
his  deserted  wife,  had  an  adverse  claim  to  the  land  and  was  asserting 
it  in  the  land  office.  With  a  view  of  obtaining  title  in  her  own  name 
after  she  was  divorced  from  her  husband,  she  offered  proof  on  her 
late  husband's  homestead  entry,  alleging  that  she  had  resided  on 
the  land  more  than  five  years,  and  asked  that  patent  be  issued  to 
her.  This  your  office  could  not  do,  but,  recognizing  her  claim  to 
be  just  and  equitable,  you  notified  her  that  she  would  be  allowed 
to  contest  and  procure  the  cancellation  of  her  husband's  entry,  on 
the  ground  of  abandonment,  and  enter  the  land  in  her  own  right.  To 
allow  the  husband,  who  had  deserted  her  and  her  four  small  children 
to  (M)me  back  quietly  and  sell  their  home  from  them  at  a  time 
T^hen  she  was  asserting  her  adverse  claim,  would  be  to  allow  the 
17581— VOL  12 ^21 
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perpetration  of  a  great  wrong.  It  appears  from  an  examination  of  the 
evi  lence  that  at  the  time  John  W.  Havel  made  cash  entry,  Mrs.  Havel 
was  asserting  an  adverse  claim  to  the  land,  one  which  originated  at  the 
date  upon  which  she  became  a  deserted  wife.  In  view  of  the  existence 
and  assertion  of  this  claim  by  proceedings  already  initiated  in  the  local 
office  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  title  to  said  land  at  the  time  the 
entry  was  made,  it  was  irregular  for  the  local  officers  to  have  allowed 
the  entry. 

It  may,  however,  be  contended  that  the  first  clause  of  section  7  of 
the  act  of  March  3,  1891  (pub.  Doc.  162),  confirms  this  entry,  but  such 
is  not  the  case,  for  the  reason  that  under  the  ruling  here  made,  the  wife 
had  an  adverse  claim  at  the  date  of  the  husband's  entry  which  excepts 
her  case  from  the  provisions  of  said  act. 

For  these  reasons,  your  judgment,  holding  for  cancellation  the  home- 
stead and  cash  entries  made  by  John  W.  Havel,  is  affirmed,  and  said 
entries  are  hereby  directed  to  be  canceled.  Mrs  Havel  should  be  al- 
lowed a  preference  right  to  enter  the  land  in  her  own  name. 


RAILROAB  GBANT— SETTLEMENT  CLAIMS. 

Northern  Pacific  R.  B.  Co.  v.  Pile. 

The  occupancy  of  land,  by  one  who  holds  it  with  the  intention  of  purchasing  Irom 
the  company,  does  not  constitute  a  claim  that  excepts  the  land  from  the  operation 
of  the  grant. . 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oerieral  Land  Office^  April  3, 

•    1891. 

1  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Gom- 
pany  from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  December  10,  1889,  rejecting 
the  claim  of  the  company  for  the  B.  J  of  the  NW.  i  and  the  W.  J  of  the 
NE.  J  of  Sec.  16,  T.  5  S.,  R.  1  W.,  Bozeman,  Montana,  and  directing 
that  the  pre-emption  final  proof  of  David  C.  Pile  for  said  tract  be  ex- 
amined, with  a  view  to  allowance  of  his  entry. 

The  tract  in  controversy  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to 
said  road,  which  was  definitely  located  opposite  the  tract  in  qaestion 
July  6, 1882,  and  had  previously  been  withdrawn  upon  the  filing  of  map 
of  general  route,  February  21,  1872. 

A  hearing  was  had  in  said  case,  and  from  the  testimony  taken  thereon 
and  ftrom  the  records  of  your  office  you  found  that,  at  the  date  of  filing 
of  map  of  general  route,  the  land  was  covenKl  by  the  pre-emption 
declaratory  statement  of  one  Henry  0.  Miller,  a  qualified  pre-emptor, 
who  settled  upon  the  land  in  the  fall  of  1871,  built  a  house,  and  made 
other  improvements,  and  continued  to  occupy  the  tract  until  the  spring 
of  1873,  when  he  sold  his  improvements  to  William  Ennis^  a  qualified 
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prcemptor,  who  hauled  the  hoase  upon  land  of  his  own  acyoining, but 
who  continued  to  hold  posaession  of  the  land,  fenced  it,  cut  hay  there- 
froofiy  and  controlled  it  until  1884,  when  he  abandoned  his  claim  to  the 
tract,  having  learned  that  Lafayette  S.  Briggs  had  purchased  it  &om 
the  railroad  company. 

From  these  facts,  you  found  that  the  pre-emption  claim  of  Miller  ex- 
cepted said  tract  from  the  operation  of  the  withdrawal,  and  that  the 
settlement  and  occupancy  of  the  laud  at  date  of  definite  location  by 
Ennls  excepted  it  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  and  the  claim  of  the 
company  was  therefore  rejected  and  the  local  officers  were  directed  to 
pass  upon  the  proof  of  Pile. 

From  this  decision  the  company  appealed^  assigning  the  following 
grounds  of  error: 

1.  Error  to  rule  that  the  declaratory  statement  of  Henry  C.  Miller  served  to  except 
the  tract  from  the  withdrawal  on  general  route  of  February  21,  1872. 

*2.  Error  to  rnle  that  the  occnpancy  of  Wra.  Ennis  at  date  of  definite  location  of 
the  road  Jnly  6, 1^82,  excepted  the  land  from  the  grant. 

3.  Error  not  to  have  foand  that  Ennis  made  no  claim  to  this  land,  that  be  simply 
used  it  until  he  learned  the  company  had  sold  it,  when  he  ceased  the  use  of  it,  and 
has  never  at  any  time  made  any  claim  to  it,  or  alleged  any  right  to  it,  but  has  only 
luade  use  of  it  for  the  time  being,  the  company  not  interfering. 

4.  Error  not  to  have  rejected  the  application  of  Pile  and  not  to  have  awarded  the 
land  to  the  company.  <^ 

From  an  examination  of  this  record,  I  am  unable  to  come  to  the  con-* 
clasion  that  the  occupancy  of  this  tract  by  Ennis  at  the  date  of  definite 
location  was  of  such  a  character  as  excepted  it  from  the  operation  of 
the  grant. 

While  it  is  true  that  a  claim  to  land  may  be  acquired  by  occupancy, 
improvement  and  cultivation,  which,  if  existing  at  date  of  definite  loca- 
tion, will  serve  to  except  it  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  yet  it  must 
be  shown  that  such  occupation  and  improvement  were  made  with  the 
iutentlon  of  claiming  the  land  under  the  settlement  laws,  or  the  occu- 
pation, improvement  and  cultivation  must  be  of  such  a  character  that 
the  intention  to  claim  the  land  under  the  settlement  laws  will  be  pre- 
Bamed. 

Ennis  testifies  that  in  the  spring  of  1873,  he  purchased  the  hay  and 
the  improvements  of  Miller,  and  hauled  the  house  and  fences  on  the 
place  then  occupied  by  him,  for  which  he  made  homestead  entry  in 
1869;  that  when  he  bought  the  improvements  of  Miller  be  did  not  con- 
sider anything  about  whether  Miller's  filing  was  good  as  against  the 
claim  of  the  company,  nor  did  he  consider  anything  about  it  in  1882. 
He  testifies  that  he 

saw  a  notice  in  the  papers  some  time  in  the  spring  by  the  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
that  parties  who  had  been  occupying  their  land  and  had  improvements  on  them 
should  have  the  first  right  to  buy  them  when  they  were  to  be  sold ;  having  a  good 
portion  of  this  land  in  contest  fenced  and  cutting  hay  on  it  right  away  after  I  saw 
that  notice,  I  filed  with  the  railroad  company ;  I  still  kept  possession  of  it ;  out  hay 
on  it,  had  the  best  portion  of  it  fenced  from  the  time  I  bought  Miller's  improvements 
till  the  time  I  understood  Mr.  Briggs  had  purchased  it  of  the  company. 
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It  is  showu  throughout  the  entire  testimoDy  that  Eunis  did  not 
occupy  said  tnict  intendiog  to  claim  it  uuder  the  general  land  laws ; 
but  that  his  sole  occupancy  was  with  the  intention  of  purchasing  it 
from  the  railroad  company  under  his  application,  and  that  when  he 
learned  that  Briggs  had  purchased  the  land  from  the  company,  he 
abandoned  it. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  reversed. 


APPLICATION  TO  BNTBRr-UESIDKNCB. 

60ODALE  V.  Olney. 

An  application  to  eot^r  is  eqaivalent  to  an  actual  entry,  so  far  as  the  rights  of  the 
applicant  are  concerned,  and  while  pending,  reserves  the  land  from  any  other 
disposition. 

An  applicant  for  the  right  of  entry  is  not  required  to  reside  on  the  land  embraced 
within  his  application,  pending  final  decision  thereon. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  April  3,  1891. 

1  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Frank  D.  Gk)odale  from  your  office 
decision  dated  September  30, 1889,  revoking  that  of  August  17,  1889, 
ordering  a  hearing  and  rejecting  his  application  to  contest  the  home- 
stead entry  of  James  Olney  for  E  ^  of  SE  1,  Sec.  18,  T.  33  S.,  R.  63 
W,,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

The  record  shows  that  James  Olney  applied  to  enter  the  tract  in  dis- 
pute together  with  adjoining  land  on  July  1,  1885.  His  application 
was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  because  the  tract  applied  for  was  em- 
braced in  the  derivative  claim  of  Thomas  Leitensdorfer  under  the  Vigil 
and  St.  Vrain  grant. 

Olney  appealed  to  your  office  from  the  decision  of  the  local  officers 
ri'jecting  his  application  for  homestead  entry,  and  on  May  6,  1887,  you 
reversed  the  finding  of  the  local  officers,  and  directed  them  to  allow  his 
entry.    Accordingly,  he  made  entry  for  the  tract  May  28,  1887. 

On  August  31, 1888,  the  register  and  receiver  forwarded  to  your  office 
the  application  of  Frank  D.  Goodale  to  contest  said  entry  so  far  as  the 
E^  of  SB^  Sec.  18  is  concerned.  It  is  stated  in  the  application  that 
Goodale  ^^  came  into  possession  of  said  land  ^  on  or  about  the  15th  of 
February  1886,  and  that  he  has  resided  thereon  ever  since  May,  1886, 
and  has  improvements  valued  at  $1200;.  that  said  Olney  never  resided 
upon  the  tract  before  May  1887,  etc.  Upon  this  application  a  hearing 
was  ordered  August  17, 1889,  but  on  September  30,  following,  and  be- 
fore the  hearing  had  taken  place,  you  revoked  the  order  of  August  17, 
and  refused  to  order  a  hearing. 

From  this  decision  an  appeal  has  been  taken  to  this  Department. 
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As  sbown  by  the  record,  Oliiey's  application  toeuter  the  tract  in  dis- 
pate  July  1, 1885,  was  regular  and  legal,  and  was  pending  in  yonr  office 
in  May,  1886,  when  GK>odale  began  his  residence  npon  the  land.  It  is 
tme  that  Olney  was  not  permitted  to  enter  the  tract  until  May,  1887, 
yet  his  application,  made  in  1885,  was  equivalent  to  an  actnal  entry,  so 
far  as  his  rights  were  concerned,  and  withdrew  the  land  embraced 
therein  from  any  other  disposition  until  final  action  thereon.  (Pfaff  v. 
Williams  et  al.,  4  L.  D.,  455 ;  J.  B.  Rice,  II  L.  D.,  213.) 

On  January  25, 1886,  Goodale  applied  to  make  homest<ead  entry  of 
the  land  in  question.  This  was  rejected ;  yet,  during  the  following  May, 
he  began  his  residence  on  the  tract.  He  was  charged  with  knowledge 
of  the  })ending  application  of  Olney  at  the  time,  and  his  improvements 
were  made  notwithstanding  this  knowledge.  The  only  claim  made  in 
his  application  for  a  hearing  is  that  he  made  actual  settlement  upon  the 
land  in  1886,  and  that  Olney  did  not  begin  residence  there  until  1887. 
In  the  face  of  the  records  of  your  office  showing  that  Olney  tendered  the 
necessary  fees  and  madeall  necessary  affidavits  when  he  applied  to  enter 
the  land  in  1885,  this  showing  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  yon  in  order- 
ing a  healing.  Olney  was  not  bound  to  reside  upon  the  land  after  the 
local  officers  had  rejected  his  application,  pending  final  action  thereon 
in  jour  office.  If  an  applicant  were  required  to  reside  on  the  land  em- 
braced in  his  application  pending  final  decision  thereon,  he  would,  in 
case  of  an  adverse  decision,  Jose  his  labor  and  improvements  placed 
there. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  wise  use  of  your  discretion  to  refuse 
to  order  a  hearing  on  the  showing  made  by  Goodale.  Your  judgment 
is  accordingly  affirmed. 


OMAHA  liANDS-ADDITTONAL.  KNTBY. 

Waolav  Hbubt. 

A  pnrcliaaer  of  Omaha  lands,  who  has  taken  lesa  than  one  hnndred  and  sixty  acres, 
and  has  complied  \Yiih  the  law  as  to  the  payments  on  his  first  purchase,  may 
make  an  additional  entry  of  contiguous  land  at  the  appraised  price. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  GommisHtoner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  April  4,  1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  appeal  of  Waclav  Hruby  from  your  decision  of 
January  20, 1890,  denying  his  application  to  change  his  Omaha  declara- 
tory statement  so  as  tj  include  the  NE.  ^  of  the  NE.  4,  Sec.  25,  T.  24 
N.,  R.  5  E.,  Neligh,  Nebraska. 

His  original  filing  was  made  January  12, 1887,  and  embraced  the  W.  ^ 
of  the  NE.  i  and  the  ISE.  i  of  the  NE.  ^  of  the  same  sectiou. 

In  his  application  he  states  that  at  the  time  of  his  original  filing  he 
doubted  his  ability  to  make  the  statutory  payments  for  a  full  quarter 
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section,  and  therefore  filed  for  only  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres ; 
that  after  his  filing  the  statute  was  amended,  allowing  longer  time  for 
payments,  which  extension  has  made  it  possible  for  him  to  purchase  and 
pay  for  the  forty  described  in  his  application. 

Since  the  date. of  your  decision,  to  wit,  on  August  19, 1890,  Congress 
passed  an  act,  entitled  <^  An  act  extending  the  time  of  payment  to  pur- 
chasers of  land  of  the  Omaha  Indians  in  Nebraska,  and  lor  other  pur- 
poses" (26  Stat.,  329),  by  the  2d  section  of  which  it  is  provided : 

That  any  entryman  who  has  taken  leas  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
on  this  reservation,  and  has  made  paymonta  on  the  same  according;  to  law,  may  pur- 
chase at  the  appraised  price,  and,  npoo  the  conditions  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Auf^nst 
seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-two,  such  additional  lauds  lying  contiguons 
to  the  lands  included  in  his  original  entry  as  he  may  desire:  Frovidedf  That  the  land 
so  purchased,  together  with  his  original  entry,  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres. 

This  land  lies  contiguous  to  the  applicant's  original  entry,  and  if  he 
has  complied  with  the  law  (as  stated  in  his  affidavit),  as  to  payments 
on  his  first  purchase,  he  is  entitled,  under  the  act  of  August  19, 1890, 
suprUy  to  purchase  this  additional  land. 

I  do  not,  however,  think  it  necessary  for  him  to  amend  his  original 
declaratory  statement,  if  that  could  be  lawfully  done. 

He  will  be  allowed  to  purchase  the  same  under  the  application  now 
before  me,  which  may  be  regarded  as  an  a  pplication  under  the  act  of 
1890,  and  upon  compliance  with  the  law  as  to  payments  of  interest  and 
installments  he  will  be  entitled  to  patent  for  the  same. 

Your  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 


F0KBSTKESEBVATI017S-ACTS  OF  SBPTEMBEB  85,  ANB  OCTOBER  1, 1890. 

Eawbah  Co-operative  Colony,  bt  al.» 

An  order  suspending  public  land  from  disposal,  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  entry 
thereof,  is  within  the  anthority  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  OlBce. 

An  application  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1878,  does  not  effect  a  segregation 
of  the  land  ooTered  thereby;  or  confer  upon  the  applicant  any  right  in  the  land 
that  will  prevent  other  dis^iosition  thereof  by  Congress. 

Lands  embraced  within  valid  homestead  entries,  or  final  preemption  and  timber 
entries,  are  excepted  from  the  reservations  created  by  the  acta  of  Septenber  25, 
and  October  1,  1890. 

Secretary  Ifoble  to  the  Oommissianer  of  the  'Qeneral  Land  Office^  April  6, 

1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yoar  letter  of  Febraary  25,  1891,  transmitting 
varions  lists  of  entries  upon  lands  reserved  and  set  apart  by  acts  of 
Congress  approved  September  25,  and  October  1,  1890  (26  Stats.,  478 

*  See  12  L.  D.,  83. 
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and  650),  for  a  public  park  and  for  forest  reservations^  also  the  reports 
of  special  agents,  and  other  papers  in  relation  to  said  lands. 

Among  the  papers  submitted  I  find  a  copy  of  a  petition  to  Congress 
signed  by  many  of  the  officials  and  citizens  of  Tulare  Co.,  California, 
asking  the  repeal  of  said  laws,  or  at  least  the  repeal  of  the  same  so  far 
as  they  embrace  certain  townships.  This  shows  that  the  attention  of 
Congress  was  called  to  the  subject^  but  an  entire  session  intervened 
and  no  action  was  taken  by*  that  body.  Further,  since  the  very  incep- 
tion of  certain  of  these  claims  to  the  lands  in  question  in  October,  1885, 
it  has  been  asserted  that  the  same  were  fraudulent,  and  it  must  be  as- 
sumed that  Congress  act«d  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  in  the 
ease ;  at  all  events  its  action  in  disi>osing  of  the  lands,  is  final. 

The  acts  in  question  contain  provisions  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  take  prompt  measures  to  preserve  from  injury  the  timber, 
mineral  deposits,  natural  curiosities,  etc.,  on  the  lands  thus  reserved 
and  set  apart  and  expressly  provides  that  ^^  he  shall  also  cause  all  per- 
sons trespassing  upon  the  lands  after  the  passage  of  the  acts,  to  be  re- 
moved therefrom." 

The  provisions  of  the  acts  are  not  only  clearly  set  forth,  but  it  is 
mandatory  upon  the  head  of  the  land  department  to  carry  these  provi- 
sions into  effect. 

It  appears  that  a  large  number  of  persons  known  as  the  ^'  Kaweah 
Go-operative  Colony,"  have  made  application  to  purchase  a  portion  of 
the  lands  thus  reserved,  under  the  timber  and  stone  act  of  June  3,1878. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  members  of  that  colony  are  industrious  and 
law-abiding  citizens,  that  they  have  expended  a  large  sum  of  money  in 
eonstmcting  a  road  into  the  mountains,  etc.,  and  moreover  that  they 
have  been  instrumental  in  preserving  the  large  trees  from  destruction 
by  forest  fires,  and  it  is  asserted  that  to  deny  the  right  of  these  persons 
to  the  lands  thus  claimed  will  work  a  great  hardship. 

This  was  a  question  for  Congress  to  pass  upon,  and  to  afford  such 
relief  as  it  saw  fit;  it  is  but  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  attention  of 
that  body  was  called  to  the  facts  alleged  to  exist.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Department  to  execute  the  laws  according  to  its  best  judgment  of  the 
provisions  and  requirements  of  the  same. 

In  your  report  you  express  the  opinion  that  parties  who  made  appli- 
cation to  purchase  lands  under  the  timber  and  stone  act  of  June  3, 
1878,  have  initiated  claims  that  should  be  perfected  to  patent,  when 
made  in  good  faith. 

The  factsin  relation  to  these  claims  areas  follows :  On  October  5, 6,  and 
30, 1885,  the  claimants  filed  with  the  register  at  the  Yisalia  land  office, 

* 

the  written  statements  concerning  the  tracts  of  land  they  desired  to 
purchase  as  required  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  3,  1878, 
and  immediately  published  the  notice  of  intention  to  purchase  as  required 
by  the  third  section  of  said  act,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  of 
publication  appeared  at  the  local  office  and  submitted  the  proof  and 
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tendered  the  payment  for  the  lands  required  by  said  third  section  afore- 
said. 

The  payment  was  refused  and  the  application  to  purchase  rejected  by 
the  local  officers,  for  the  reason,  that  by  telegram  of  December  2,  188j, 
and  letter  of  December  24, 1885,  the  townships  in  which  said  lands  weie 
situated  were  suspended  from  entry  or  filing  under  the  land  laws,  by  the 
Gommissioner  of  the  Geueral  Laud  Ufficc.  This  suspension  and  with- 
drawal of  the  townships,  was  on  account  of  alleged  irregularities  and 
fraud  on  the  part  of  the  claimants  who  are  now  asserting  a  right  to  these 
lands. 

This  order  of  suspension  and  withdrawal  was  not  revoked  as  to  the 
townships  in  which  the  claims  in  question  are  located,  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  acts  above  cited,  by  which  the  lands  were  finally  set  apart 
and  reserved. 

Counsel  for  claimant  asserts  that  the  Commissioner  had  no  power  to 
issue  an  order  of  general  suspension  such  as  was  issued  December  2, 
1885,  without  cause,  on  mere  suspicion,  and  that  such  order,  when 
issued,  was  void. 

Section  453,  Revised  Statutes,  provided  that  ^^The  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  shall  perform,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  all  executive  duties  appertaining  to  the  surveying 
and  sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States."  The  supreme  court 
in  the  case  of  Bell  v,  Hearne  (19  Howard,  262),  say, 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  exercises  a  general  superintendence 
over  the  subordinate  officers  of  his  department,  and  is  clothed  with  liberal  powers  of 
control,  to  be  exercised  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  and  to  prevent  the  consequences 
of  inadvertence,  irregularity,  mistake,  and  fraud,  in  the  important  and  extensive 
operations  of  that  officer  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  domain. 

The  power  exercised  in  the  case  under  consideration,  was  to  prevent 
the  consummation  of  what  he  had  reason  to  believe,  were  fraudulent 
entries  of  the  public  domain,  and  the  authority  and  right  of  the  Gom- 
missioner to  thus  act  has,  for  many  years,  been  recognized  by  the  officers 
of  the  government,  and  by  the  courts. 

The  order  of  suspension,  however,  did  not  have  a  retroactive  effect 
and  the  question  arises,  what  effect  did  the  applications  to  purchase 
have  upon  the  lands,  or  did  said  applications  constitute  bona  fide  en- 
tries or  reservations  of  the  lands  under  any  law  of  the  United  States 
which  exempted  them  from  the  operation  of  the  acts  under  considera- 
tion. 

It  has  been  the  uniform  ruling  of  the  land  department  that  an  appli- 
cation to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  3, 1878,  does  not  effect  a  segre- 
gation of  the  land  covered  thereby.  Smith  v.  Martin  (2  L.  D.,  333); 
Oapprise  v.  White  (4  L.  D.,  176);  Henry  A.  Frederick  (8  L.  D.,  ^12); 
Daniel  J.  Ganty  (12  L.  D.,  58),  also  in  the  instructions  given  to  the 
Gommissioner  (9  L*  D.,  335).    In  said  letter  of  instructions  it  is  stated 
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It  is  trae  that  as  ruled  io  the  Frederick  case,  the  publication  of  intention  to  pur- 
chase would  prevent  the  land  from  being  entered  by  another,  pending  cc  nsideration 
of  sQoh  application,  but  until  the  final  allowance  of  said  applioationi  the  applicant 
has  no  right  to  or  control  over  the  land  covered  thereby. 

Ill  my  opinion  there  can  be  no  donbt  as  to  the  correctness  of  this 
proposition.  The  application  to  purchase  confers  no  right  upon  the 
applicant;  as  against  the  government  said  application  under  the  act  of 
June  3,  1878,  is  certainly  of  no  greater  or  higher  dignity  or  effect  than 
a  claim  initiated  by  settlement  and  residence  upon,  and  improvement 
of,  public  laud  under  the  provisions  of  the  late  pre-emption  law,  and  no 
doctrine  is  more  clearly  established  than  the  one  that 

Mere  occupation  and  improvement  of  any  portion  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  view  to  pre-emption  do  not  confer  upon  the  settler  any  right  in  the 
land  occupied,  as  against  the  United  Stales,  or  impair  in  any  respect  the  power  of 
Congress  to  dispose  of  the  land  in  any  way  it  may  deem  proper;  and  that  the  power 
of  regulation  and  disposition  conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  only 
ceases  when  all  the  preliminary  acts  prescribed  by  those  laws  for  the  acquisition  of 
thti  title,  including  the  payment  of  the  price  of  the  land,  have  been  performed  by  the 
settler.  When  these  prerequisites  have  been  complied  with,  the  settler,  for  the  first 
time,  acquires  a  vested  interest  in  the  premises  occupied  by  him  of  which  he  can  not 
be  subsequently  deprived.  He  is  then  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  entry  from  the  local 
land  oflSc4*r8,  and  ultimately  to  a  patent  for  the  laud  from  the  United  States.  Until 
such  payment  and  entry  the  acts  of  Congress  give  to  the  settler  only  a  privilege  of 
pre-emption  in  case  the  lands  are  offered  for  sale  in  the  usual  manner;  that  is,  the 

privilegetopurchase  them  in  that  event  in  preference  toothers The 

legislation  thus  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  settlers  was  not  intended  to  deprive  Con- 
gress of  the  power  to  make  any  other  disposition  of  the  lands  before  they  are  offered 
for  sale,  or  to  appropriate  them  to  any  public  use.  Yosemite  Valley  Case  (15  Wal- 
lace, 77). 

Examining  the  act  of  June  3, 1878,  we  find  that  the  first  section  pro- 
vides that  certain  land  ^^  may  be  sold  to  citizens  of  the  United  States 
etc.*^ 

The  second  section  provides  that  the  applicant  shall  file  a  written 
statement  designating  the  land  he  desires  to  parchase  etc. 

The  third  section  provides  that  npon  filing  said  statement,  pnblish- 
ing  notice,  submitting  certain  proof,  and  making  payment  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  *^  the  applicant  may  be  permitted  to  enter  said  tract.^ 

Applying  the  reasoning  of  the  court  in  the  Yosemite  case,  it  must  be 
held  that  until  these  prerequisites,  viz.,  submitting  proof  and  making 
payment  of  the  purchase  mouey,  have  been  complied  with,  the  appli- 
cant has  acquired  no  vested  interest  in  the  land,  he  has  acquiied  no 
right  as  against  the  government  which  deprived  Congress  of  the  power 
todispose  of  the  same.  This  view  is  in  accordance  with  the  theory  of  the 
entire  administration  of  the  land  system; — for  instance  under  the 
homestead  law  and  the  late  timber  culture  law  it  has  been  uniformly 
held  that  when  application  is  made,  the  proper  afiQdavits  filed,  and 
the  fees  and  commissions  paid,  and  an  entry  allowed,  then,  and  not  until 
then,  has  an  applicant  acquired  a  right  which  segregates  the  land  en- 
tered from  the  mass  of  the  public  domain,  and  this  doctrine  is  not  over- 
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come  hy  tbe  ruling  that  an  application  to  enter  operates  to  reserve  the 
land  covered  thereby,  for  the  application  works  a  reservation  only  as 
against  other  applicants,  and  not  as  against  tbe  government. 

It  is  contended  b3'  the  claimants,  tbat  tbey  have  done  all  that  the 
law  require  them  to  do,  viz:,  made  the  required  proof  and  tendered  the 
purchase  money  for  the  lands,  that  they  have  done  all  within  their 
power  to  comply  with  the  law  and  have  thereby  acquired  a  vested  right 
that  can  not  be  defeated  by  a  subsequent  act  of  Congress,  and  in  sup- 
port of  this  view,  they  cite  numerous  decisions  of  tbe  courts  including 
the  case  of  Lytic  v.  Arkansas  (9  Howard,  333). 

I  do  not  think  this  position  is  well  taken.  Before  the  proofs  were 
submitted,  and  payment  tendered,  the  government  bad,  by  its  duly 
qnalifie<l  officer  and  agent,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  acting 
within  the  scope  of  his  authority,  withdrawn  and  reserved  these  lands 
from  sale,  and  by  the  acts  of  Congress  under  consideration,  this  with- 
drawal and  reservation  has  been  made  permanent.  In  other  words 
when  proof  was  submitted  and  payment  tendered  the  lands  were  not 
in  a  condition,  or  were  not  of  class,  that  might  "  be  sold." 

The  failure  of  these  claimants  to  perfect  their  entries  was  not  the  re- 
sult of  any  fault,  refusal,  or  neglect  of  the  officers  of  the  land  depart- 
ment to  perform  their  duties,  on  the  contrary,  said  officers,  acting  within 
the  scope  of  their  authority,  did  perform  their  duties  in  refusing  said 
entries,  but  the  reason  why  these  claims  can  not  be  perfected  to  title  is 
that  Congress  in  the  exercise  of  its  authority,  has  made  other  and  final 
disposal  of  the  land. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  the  question  of  good  faith  on  the  part 
of  these  claimants,  nor  the  question  of  their  pecuniary  loss  or  gain.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  Department  to  execute  the  law,  and  in  the  perform- 
ance of  that  duty,  I  must  direct  that  these  filings  be  canceled,  and  the 
applications  to  purchase  be  rejected. 

The  principles  announced  above,  will  apply  in  the  case  of  pre-emption 
filings  made  prior  to  date  of  withdrawal,  in  which  final  proof  and  entry 
had  not  been  made,  and  said  filings  must  be  canceled. 

You  report  a  large  list  of  entries  made  under  the  homestead,  pre- 
emption, and  timber  laws  wherein  final  proof  and  payment  were  made 
and  final  certificate  issued  prior  to  date  of  withdrawal.  If  these  entries 
were  valid  at  inception;  and  the  final  proofs  were  based  upon  a  due 
compliance  with  the  law,  said  entries  are  excepted  from  the  reservation 
for  park  purposes,  both  by  the  terms  of  the  act  of  October  1,  1890,  and 
by  the  principle  of  law  which  prevails, 

that  whensoever  a  tract  of  land  shaU  have  onoe  been  legaUy  appropriated  to  any 
purpose,  from  that  moment  the  land  thas  appropriated  beoomea  severed  from  the 
mass  of  public  lands,  and  that  no  subseqaent  law  or  proclamation,  or  sale  wonld  be 
construed  to  embrace  it  or  to  operate  npon  it,  althoagh  uo  reservations  were  made 
of  it 

These  entries  should,  therefore,  be  examined  as  8x>eedily  as  possible, 
and  if  found  to  be  valid  should  be  passed  to  patent  and  if  found  to  be 
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otherwise,  should  be  canceled,  except  as  Diay  be  confirmed  by  the  sev- 
enth section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  bnt  it  will  be  observed  that 
entries  under  the  timber  and  stone  act  of  June  3, 1878,  are  not  confirmed 
by  said  act. 

Under  the  rnlings  of  the  Department  a  valid  homestead  entry  con- 
stitutes a  segregation  of  the  land,  and  lands  embraced  in  such  entries 
are  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the  acts  under  consideration. 

From  a  list  of  entries  of  this  character  reported  by  you,  I  find  that 
many  were  made  more  that  five  years  ago,  and  final  proofs  have  not 
been  submitted.  In  all  of  these  cases,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  an  in- 
vestigation should  be  made  by  the  special  agent,  and  if  it  is  found  that 
the  entries  were  illegal,  or  that  the  entrymen  have  abandoned  the  land 
proceedings  should  be  instituted  for  the  cancellation  of  the  entries,  but 
if  the  entries  were  valid,  and  the  claimants  are  still  residing  thereon, 
they  should  be  permitted  to  perfect  title  to  the  same. 

Among  the  filings  and  entries  rei>orted  are  three  mineral  applications, 
filed  September  19, 1879,  but  no  entries  for  the  lands  embraced  therein 
have  been  made.  Without,  at  this  time,  discussing  the  effect  of  these 
applications  as  constituting  a  reservation  of  the  lands,  you  are  in- 
structed to  make  an  investigation  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  applicants  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  min- 
ing law,  and  if  they  have  not,  said  applications  should  be  canceled  after 
giving  the  applicants  due  notice  to  show  cause  why  such  action  should 
not  be  taken. 

Yon  will  take  prompt  action  to  carry  into  effect  all  the  instructions 
contained  in  this  letter. 


TVAGOSr  BOAB  GBANT-^BTTLEMENT  CLAIM. 

Willamette  Valley  Wagon  Eoad  Co.  v.  Casey. 

The  case  of  the  Willamette  Valley  Wagon  Road  Company  o.  Morton,  10  L.  D.,  456, 

cited  and  followed. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  April 

7, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  Willamette  Valley  and  Cascade 
Monntain  Wagon  Hoad  Company  v.  William  T.  Casey,  upon  appeal  of 
the  former  from  your  office  decision  of  November  13,  1889,  rejecting 
the  cLnim  of  said  company  for  the  NW.  J  of  section  33,  T.  15  S.,  R.  15 
E,,  Willamette  Meridian,  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  land  district. 

The  record  shows  that  on  the  27th  day  of  June,  1887,  William  T. 
Casey  made  an  application  to  the  Jocal  offi<*.ers  to  enter  said  tract  of 
land  under  the  homestead  law,  alleging  settlement  thereon  on  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1886. 
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On  the  11th  day  of  July,  1887,  the  local  oflScers  rejected  Casey's  ap- 
plication npon  the  ground  that  'Hhe  tract  applied  for  is  within  the  limits 
of  the  withdrawal  in  favor  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  company." 

Oasey  appealed  to  your  office. 

On  the  13th  day  of  November,  1889,  your  office  found  that  the  local 
officers  erred  in  their  fiudiug  that  the  land  in  question  lies  within  the 
limits  of  the  withdrawal  in  favor  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
company. 

That  said  land  is  in  no  manner  afi'ec ted  by  the  ij^rant  to  said  company,  but  lies 
witbin  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  for  the  ben <  fit  the  Willamette  VaUoy  and  Cas- 
cade Mountain  MTagon  Road  Company  and  will  be  so  treated. 

Your  office  found  that  the  tract  in  question  was  excepted  from  the 
operation  of  the  grant  under  which  said  wagon  road  company  and  its 
assignee  claim  it,  and  directed  the  local  officers  to  ^' allow  the  applica- 
tion of  said  Casey,  subject  to  all  intervening  rights."  The  claim  of 
said  wagon  road  company  for  said  land  was,  at  the  same  time,  rejected 
by  your  office. 

The  Willamette  Valley  and  Cascade  Mountain  Wagon  Road  com- 
pany and  Alexander  Weill,  its  assignee,  appeal. 

It  appears  that  the  tract  in  question  lies  within  the  limits  of  the 
grant  made  to  the  State  of  Oregon  by  the  act  of  July  5, 1866  ( 14  Stat., 
89),  in  aid  of  a  military  wagon  road  from  Albany  in  said  State  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  said  State.  Said  grant  was  conferred  by  the  State 
upon  the  Willamette  Valley  and  Cascade  Mountain  Wagon  Boad 
company. 

The  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  said  wagon  road  company  took 
effect  July  3,  1871,  and  the  tract  in  question  was  selected  by  the  com- 
pany April  10,  1879.  On  the  19th  day  of  June,  1876,  James  U.  Elliott 
filed  a  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  said  tract,  alleging  set- 
tlement June  19, 1867.  It  appears  that  Elliott  had  and  maintained  a 
valid  and  subsisting  filing  and  settlement  npon  said  tract  at  the  date 
of  the  withdrawal  in  fav^or  of  said  wagon  road  company.  This  being 
the  case,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  tract  was  excepted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  grant 

The  specifications  of  error  assigned  by  appellants  are  as  follows: 

1.  That  the  power  and  jiirisdiotion  of  the  said  Honorable  CommiBBioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  of  all  other  execntive  officers  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  over  and  touching  the  matter  of  the  said  claim  of  the  said  Wagon 
Road  Company  was  and  is  wholly  taken  away  and  suspended,  so  that  the  said  Com- 
missioner had  no  power  to  entertain  or  take  jurisdiction  of  the  matter  covered  by 
said  decision,  by  the  act  approved  March  2, 1889  (25  Stats.,  at  Large,  p.  850,  chap. 
37),  entitled  ^'An  Act  providing  in  certain  cases  for  the  forfeiture  of  wagon  road 
grants  in  the  State  of  '^  Oregon";  and  the  Commissioner  erred  in  assuming  and 
attempting  to  exercise  said  jurisdiction. 

2.  The  Honorable  Commissioner,  in  his  said  decision  of  November  13,  1889,  erred 
in  holding  that  the  words  of  exception,  in  the  act  of  Jnly  5,  18G6  (14  Stats.,  89), 
which  only  excepted  from  the  lands  granted  by  said  act  ^'any  and  all  lands  hereto- 
fore reserved  to  the  United  States  by  act  of  Congress  or  other  competent  authority,'' 
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operated  to  except  the  said  tract  in  qneetion  from  said  grant,  owing  to  the  pretended 
and  alleged  homestead  entry  of  James  U.  Elliott. 

3.  The  Commibsioner  erred  in  holding  that  the  exception  named  in  the  last  para- 
graph is  identical  with  or  as  broad  as  the  exception  contained  in  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad  land  grants,  and  which  he,  in  his  said  opinion  of  November  13,  18d9,  quotes 
and  relies  on  as  the  equivalent  of  the  said  exception  contained  in  the  said  act  of 
Jnly  5. 

4.  The  Commissioner  erred,  in  his  said  decision  of  November  13,  in  holding  that 
the  facts  as  to  occupation,  improvement^  etc.,  established  by  the  evidence  in  the 
case  as  had  and  done  by  said  James  U.  Elliott,  under  his  declaratory  statement,  No. 
72,  were  such  as  to  bring  said  tract  within  said  exception  named  in  said  act  of 
July  5,  1866. 

5.  The  Commissioner  erred  in  holding  that  even  if  a  valid  homestead  entry  was 
initiated  by  the  said  Elliott,  the  same  had  not  been  abandoned  and  lapsed  so  as  that 
it  did  not  operate  to  exclude  the  said  tract  from  the  grant  to  Oregon  under  said 
act  of  July  5. 

6.  The  Commissioner  erred  in  other  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law  inyolved 
in  said  opinion. 

lu  sapi)ort  of  the^e  specifications  the  appellants  have  filed  an  elabo- 
rate printed  brief,  chiefly  relying  upon  the  question  of  jurisdiction  of 
the  Department,  over  lands  within  this  grant.  It  is  contended  ^^  that 
all  jurisdiction  of  the  Land  Department,  as  administered  by  the  execu- 
tive,  over  and  concerning  each  one  of  the  unpatented  six  alternate  odd- 
numbered  sections  within  six  miles  limit  of  said  wagon  road,  is,  by  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1839,  (25  Stat.,  850)  suspended  until 
after  the  final  decision  of  the  courts,  as  provided  in  said  act" 

This  identical  question  was  before  the  Department  and  thoroughly 
considered  in  the  case  of  Willamette  Valley  Wagon  Boad  Company  v, 
Morton  (10  L.  D.,  45G),  and  a  conclusion  reached  adverse  to  the  con- 
tention of  counsel.  It  is  not  intended  to  add  anything  to  what  is  said 
in  that  case  further  than  to  say  that  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the 
question,  I  am  fully  satisfied  with  the  construction  there  placed  upon 
the  act  of  March  2, 1880.  In  several  respects  the  case  of  Morton,  supraj 
involves  the  same  questions  as  are  presented  by  the  assigment  of  error 
in  the  case  at  bar.  The  same  is  true  of  the  case  of  Rinehart  v,  Willam- 
ette Valley  Wagon  Koad  Go.  (5  L.  D.,  650).  Upon  the  authority  of 
these  cases  the  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 
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CONTEST— WITHDRAWAL  OF  CONTESTANT— ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1891. 

Cappblli  V.  Walsh. 

The  withdrawal  of  a  contest  after  the  snbmission  of  testimony  leaves  the  case  as  be- 
tween the  entryman  and  the  goyernmeut,  and  a  second  application  to  contest  the 
entry  cau  not  be  considered  pending  the  final  disposition  of  the  proceedings  ini- 
tiated by  the  first  contestant. 

The  government  is  a  party  in  interest  to  the  extent  of  requiringthe  provisions  of  the 
law  to  be  complied  with  in  good  faith,  but  is  not  a  contestant  or  protestant  in  the 
sense  in  which  those  terms  are  used  in  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  18UI. 

First  AsHstant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  April  7,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  B.  Gappelli  v.  Patrick  Walsh,  in- 
volving the  latter's  homestead  entry  No.  5728  for  the  SB.  J  of  Sec.  22, 
T.  5  S.,  K  69  W.,  Denver,  Colorado,  made  Jane  14, 1884,  and  com- 
mated  to  cash  Febrnary  18,  1885. 

On  December  15,  1886,  Oappelli  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against 
said  entry,  charging  that  claimant  never  established  nor  maintained  a 
bona  fide  residence  on  said  land  for  six  months,  nor  for  any  portion  of 
that  time,  prior  to  the  date  of  entry. 

Hearing  was  duly  bad,  and  the  register  and  receiver  decided  that  the 
requirements  of  the  law  were  not  complied  with,  and  sustained  the  con- 
test. 

On  June  13, 1889,  contestant  sent  to  yonr  office  his  letter  withdrawing 
from  the  case,  on  the  ground  that  ^'  he  is  satisfied  that  claimant  fully 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.'' 

On  August  10,  1889,  you  considered  the  appeal  then  pending  from 
the  judgment  of  the  local  officers  and  accepted  plaintiff's  withdrawal, 
but  proceeded  to  examine  the  testimony  as  between  the  claimant  and 
the  government  tou  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers,  and 
held  the  cash  entry  for  cancellation. 

This  appeal  is  brought  to  reverse  that  judgment. 

It  appears  that  on  August  27,  1889,  William  S.  Wood  made  applica 
tion  to  contest  said  entry,  and,  on  April  2,  1890,  Edward  Lynch,  who 
was  one  of  the  final  proof  witnesses  of  Walsh,  made  application  to  enter 
said  land  under  the  homestead  law.  This  was  rejected  by  the  local  offi- 
cers, for  the  reason  that  the  tract  was  covered  by  Walsh's  entry,  ^*  which 
reserved  the  land."  Lynch  appealed  and  you  forward  his  appeal  to  be 
considered  in  this  case. 

Before  Lynch  made  his  application  to  enter  the  land,  Walsh  had  ap- 
pealed from  your  judgment  of  cancellation,  and  his  appeal  was  then 
pending.  The  action  of  the  local  officers  rejecting  Lynch's  application 
to  enter  the  land  was  correctly  taken.  Rule  of  Practice  53  ;  John  M. 
Walker,  5  L.  D.,  504;  Bsler  V,  Tq wasite  pf  Qooke,  4  I^.  D.,  212 ;  Stroud 
V.  DeWolf,  id.,  394. 
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Nor  did  Wood  secare  any  advaiitge  by  his  application  to  coutest 
Walsh's  entry.  While  Cappelli  had  withdrawn  his  contest  before  Wood 
filed  his  application  to  contest  the  same  entry,  jet  by  Cap()elli^s  with- 
drawal the  case  was  left  between  the  original  en  try  man  and  the  gov- 
ernment. Taylor  v,  Huffman,  5  L.  D.,  40;  Hegranes  v.  Londen,  id., 
385;  Overton  v,  Hoskins,  7  L.  D.,394  And  Wood's  contest,  filed  dur- 
ing the  pendency  of  the  prior  suit,  was  subject  to  the  final  disposition 
thereof.  Joseph  A.  Bullen,  8  L.  D.,  301;  George  F.  Stearns,  id.,  573 ; 
Gage  V,  Lemieux  (on  review),  9  L.  D.,  66 ;  Drury  v,  Shetterly,  id.,  211 ; 
Conly  V,  Price,  id.,  490. 

The  proviso  to  the  7th  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

After  the  lapse  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  issuanoe  of  the  receiver's  receipt 
npon  the  final  entry  of  any  tract  of  land  nnder  the  homestead,  timber-cnltnrei  des- 
ert-land, or  pie-eniption  laws,  or  nnder  this  act,  and  wbeu  there  shall  be  no  pending 
contest  or  protest  against  the  validity  of  snch  entry,  the  entry  man  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  patent  conveying  the  land  by  him  entered,  and  the  same  shall  be  issued  to  him ; . 
hot  this  proviso  shall  not  be  construed  to  require  the  delay  of  two  years  from  the 
date  of  said  entry  before  the  issuing  of  a  patent  therefor. 

Upon  this  record  I  reach  the  following  conclusions : 

1.  The  homestead  was  commnted  to  a  preemption  cash  entry. 

2.  Two  years  have  elapsed  from  the  issuance  to  the  entryman  of  the 
receiver's  recei  pt. 

3.  The  withdrawal  of  the  contest  left  the  case  between  the  entryman 
and  the  government,  and  no  second  application  to  contest  the  entry 
could  be  considered  pending  the  proceedings  thus  initiated  by  the  first 
contestant. 

4.  While  the  government  is  always  a  party  in  interest,  to  the  extent 
of  requiring  the  provisions  of  the  law  to  be  complied  with  in  good 
faith,  yet  it  is  not  a  contestant  or  a  protestant,  in  the  sense  in  which 
those  terms  are  used  in  the  act  of  1801  (supra), 

5.  There  was,  therefore,  no  contest  or  protest  against  the  validity  of 
this  entry  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  said  act. 

I  therefore  deem  this  case  as  governed  by  the  proviso  above  quoted, 
and  accordingly  direct  that  patent  issue. 
Yonr  said  office  decision  is  reversed. 
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COAL  ENTRY— CONTEST— PREFBRBNCB  BIGHT. 

GABNEB  £T  AL.  V.  MULYANE  ET  AX. 

The  preference  right  of  entry  may  be  properly  awarded  to  one  who  has  made  doe  ap- 
plicatiou  to  contest,  at  his  own  expense,  a  coal  entry,  and  furnishes  information 
which  leads  to  the  cancellation  of  said  entry  on  proceedings  subsequently  insti- 
tuted by  the  Land  Department. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  April 

7, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  William  A.  Garner  and  J.  P.  Nesbitt 
V.  David  A.  Malvaue  and  George  W.  Mnlvane  on  appeal  by  the  former 
from  yonr  decision  of  November  12, 1889,  holding  their  coal  declara- 
tory statement  for  caucellaton  and  allowing  the  coal  entry  of  the  latter 
for  the  NE.  i,  Sec.  31  and  i^  W.  J,  Sec  32,  T.  33  S.,  E.  63  W.,  Pueblo, 
Colorado  Land  District. 

On  January  25, 1888,  David  A.  and  George  W.  Mulvane  made  appli- 
cation to  file  coal  declaratory  statement  for  these  tracts  of  land,  alleg- 
ing that  they  were  purchasers  of  certain  improvements  thereon ;  that 
they  had  been  in  possession  since  February  16, 1887,  date  of  purchase; 
that  their  grantor  had  been  in  possession  since  June  4,  18<S3.  This  ap- 
plication was  rejected  because  of  the  letter  of  your  office  of  January 
14^  1888,  awarding  Garner  and  Nesbitt  the  preference  right  of  entry  for 
the  said  tracts. 

From  this  action  of  the  local  officers  the  Mulvanes  appealed  and 
on  October  8, 1888  your  office  held  that  it  was  error  to  allow  Garner 
et  aZ.,  a  preference  right  of  entry.  The  ruling  of  the  local  officers  was 
reversed  and  Mulvanes  were  allowed  to  enter  the  land.  In  the  mean- 
time, on  February  2,  1888,  Garner  and  Nesbitt,  as  an  association,  filed 
coal  declaratory  statement  for  the  land,  alleging  settlement  January 
23,  1888. 

December  28,  1888,  Mulvane  et  al,j  filed  their  application  to  purchase 
the  tracts  covered  by  their  coal  declaratory  statement  filing,  and  on 
January  18,  1889,  Garner  and  Nesbitt  protested  against  the  same  and 
asked  for  a  hearing  which  was  allowed  and  set  for  April  22, 1889,  at 
which  the  parties  appeared  and  after  the  testimony  had  been  taken  and 
considered  the  register  and  receiver  found  in  favor  of  Garner  and  Nes- 
bitt and  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  coal  declaratory  state- 
ment filing  of  said  David  A.  and  George  W.  Mulvane  and  that  Gamer 
and  Nesbitt  be  allowed  to  enter  the  land.  From  this  decision,  Mul- 
vane et  ah  appealed  and  on  November  12, 1889,  your  office  reversed 
the  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver  and  held  the  declaratory  state- 
ment of  Garner  et  aU  for  cancellation,  and  allowed  Mnlvane  et  oL  to 
make  entry  for  the  land.  From  this  decision,  Garner  et  ol.  api>ealed 
to  this  Department. 
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The  testimouy  before  the  local  officers  showed  that  in  December 
1884,  Garner  et  al,  began  opening  a  coal  mine  on  the  land  in  contro- 
versy ;  they  drove  an  entry  abont  eighty  feet,  and  a  slope  about  forty- 
five  feet  deep;  they  estimate  their  improvements  at  between  five  and 
six  hundred  dollars. 

When  they  went  npon  the  land  there  was  no  one  in  possession,  or 
working  or  mining  there,  and  there  were  no  improvements  on  the  tract. 
In  September  18S5,  the  Trinidad  Goal  and  Ooking  Go.  began  opening 
a  mine  on  the  land,  prior  to  which  time  it  had  been  mining  on  an  ad- 
joining tract.  Garner  6^  a{.  continued  working  daring  the  year  1885, 
bat  in  February  1886  the  Trinidad  Goal  and  Goking  Go.  brought  suit 
against  them  in  the  district  court  of  Las  Animas  county,  and  procured 
an  order  restraining  them  from  further  operations  on  the  land.  They 
had  made  application  to  file  coal  declaratory  statement  for  the  tracts 
soon  after  taking  possession  of  them.  The  application  was  rejected  on 
account  of  the  entries  of  Garlson  and  Peterson  being  on  file. 

It  appears  that  Garlson  and  Peterson  had  deeded  these  tracts  to  the 
Trinidad  Goal  and  Goking  Go.  David  A.  Mnlvane  resides  at  Topeka, 
Kansas.    George  W.  Mnlvane  resides  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio. 

The  agent  of  the  Trinidad  Goal  and  Goking  Go.  states  that  the  com- 
pany had  owned  the  land  since  October  24, 1881,  bnt  had  sold  it  to  the 
Mulvanes  February  16,  18S7.  The  company  did  not  intend  opening 
mines  on  the  tract,  but  expected  to  take  the  coal  out  by  way  of  its  mine 
No.  1,  situate  on  an  adjoining  tract;  but  the  coal  in  Mine  No.  1  did  not 
prove  valuable  as  they  neared  this  line,  and  they  then  determined  to 
sink  a  8loi>e  on  the  tract  in  controversy  which  was  done.  At  the  time  of 
the  sale  to  the  Mulvanes,  they  had  on  the  land  a  hoisting  slope  and  track 
and  an  air  shaft;  the  slope  was  timbered  and  lagged ;  they  had  made 
preparations  to  build  a  tipple,  had  hoisting  engine  and  machinery  for 
taking  out  coal. 

The  coal  is  over  six  feet  thick  and  first  class.  They  first  discovered 
Gkfcmer  et  ah  working  on  the  land  in  1884.  The  mine  is  not  worked  now ; 
there  is  water  in  the  mine  and  up  in  the  botto  m  of  the  slope  so  that  they 
could  not  measure  the  work.  It  is  not  abandoned,  but  the  Trinidad 
Goal  and  Goking  Go.  borrowed  or  leased  the  boilers  and  machinery  and 
took  them  to  another  mine.  Witness  does  not  know  that  Mulvanes 
have  any  interest  in  the  Trinidad  Goal  and  Goking  Go.  The  interest 
it  has  in  this  case  is  that  it  is  in  duty  bound  to  protect  Mulvanes'  title. 
When  the  Mulvanes  took  the  mine  they  extended  the  entry  some. 

David  A.  Mnlvane  says  that  he  went  onto  the  land  on  February  7, 
1887,  looke<)  it  over  and  went  into  the  mine.  He  also  saw  a  plat  show- 
ing the  coal  veins,  ^<  thought  it  possibly  cheap  at  the  price"  and  imme- 
diately thereafter  bought  the  land  for  eight  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars ($8,400).    (Gopy  of  deed  produced). 

The  deed  is  a  quitclaim ;  did  not  make  any  inquiry  about  the  title ; 
was  put  on  to  the  scheme  by  a  friend  who  said  that  be  would  '^  look  up 
17581— yoL  12 23 
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the  title" ;  did  not  know  uatil  some  time  afterward  that  the  deed  was  a 
qaitclaim;  had  left  the  matter  with  his  brother  to  attend  to.  He 
bought  the  improvements  on  the  land  for  nine  thoasand  six  hundred 
and  ninety-two  dollars  lEind  forty-nine  cents  ($9,692.49).  This  is  the 
'^bill  of  sale."  It  shows  Mulvanes  (D.  A.  and  G.  W.)  debtor  to  the 
Trinidad  Goal  and  Goking  Gompany  ^<for  improvements  on  this 
land,  made  March  1, 1886  to  April  30,  1887,  $9,692.49."  ''  Payment  re- 
ceived." Improvements  made  since  purchase  cost  over  $4,300.  First 
learned  of  contest  on  the  land  some  time  prior  to  December  20, 1887 ; 
have  been  on  the  land  six  or  eight  times.  ^^  I  loaned  and  rented  to  the 
Trinidad  Goal  and  Goking  Gompany  the  majority  of  the  tools  and 
machinery  from  the  mines."  <<  The  Trinidad  Goal  and  Goking  Gompany 
have  no  interest  in  the  land  farther  than  giving  me  such  assistance  as 
I  am  entitled  to  as  a  purchaser." 

The  verification  to  the  reply  of  the  plaintififo  in  the  injunction  case 
showed  that  on  April  4, 1888,  they  were  non-residents  of  and  absent 
from  the  State. 

The  primary  question  in  the  case  is  whether  or  not  Garner  and  [Nes- 
bitt  were  properly  accorded  a  preference  right  of  entry  for  this  land,  and 
to  determine  this  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  examine  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  Adolph  Peterson  and  John  Garlson  (6L.  D.,  371). 

The  record  of  the  Trinidad  Goal  and  Goking  Gompany's  connection 
with  these  lands  also  becomes  important  in  this  case.  It<s  first  pretense 
of  ownership  began  in  1881  by  some  kind  of  title  from  Bemon  Trnjillo 
and  Jaan  B.  Bimber  homestead  entrymen  for  these  tracts.  These 
entries  were  canceled  in  April  1883.  The  company  took  no  appeal  from 
the  decisions  canceling  these  entries,  but  its  agent  took  Adolph  Peter- 
son, John  Garlson  and  six  other  men,  members  and  employes  of  the 
company  to  Pneblo,  on  Jnue  4,  1883,  and  had  them  make  coal  entries 
for  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  its  mines.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  Peterson  and 
Garlson  to  sign  the  papers  and  make  the  necessary  affidavits  for  the 
two  tracts  now  in  controversy.  The  eight  entries  thus  made  covered 
about  twelve  hundred  and  seventy-four  ( 1274)  acres  of  land.  The  testi 
mony  in  the  case  of  Peterson  et  al.  shows  that  none  of  these  men  were 
at  the  land  office,  but  they  were  taken  to  a  law  office  in  Pueblo  where 
the  papers  necessary  to  make  the  entries  were  already  prepared  and 
deeds  were  prepared  for  each  entryman  to  transfer  the  tracts  by  them 
respectively  entered,  to  the  Trinidad  Goal  and  Goking  Gompany.  These 
were  signed  and  the  affidavits  subscribed  and  sworn  to  as  directed  by 
the  company's  agent  who  took  the  papers  to  the  land  office  and  attended 
to  making  the  filings.  The  company  paid  all  expenses  including  rail- 
road fare  and  hotel  bills  and  paid  Peterson  and  Garlson  eight  dollars 
($8.00)  for  their  time.  These  entrymen  never  pretended  to  make  any 
settlement  on  their  respective  tracts  or  to  give  the  lands  any  attention. 
The  Trinidad  Goal  and  Goking  Gompany  had  opened  mines  upon  some 
of  I  he  tracts  which  they  claimed  to  own  by  purchase  from  hom^tea4 
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entrytnen,  but  had  not  entered  apon  the  tracts  in  controversy.  On 
November  17,  1884,  Garner  wrote  Secretary  Teller  exposing  these 
fraudulent  entries  and  wrote  the  Commissioner  on  December  following 
to  same  effect,  and  asked  that  action  be  suspended  on  the  entries  made 
by  Peterson  and  Carlson,  and  asked  that  he  have  time  to  prepare  to 
contest  these  entries,  and  on  December  1),  1884,  he  and  Nesbitt  sent  to 
your  office  an  affidavit  of  contest  (not  protest  as  stated  by  your  office) 
against  said  entries,  corroborated  by  two  witnesses.  They  accompanied 
this  with  a  written  offer  to  deposit  such  sum  of  money  as  your  office 
might  direct,  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  a  contest,  and  they 
asked  that  the  local  officers  be  directed  to  allow  them  a  hearing.  This 
affidavit  charged  fraud  in  the  entries  substantially  as  herein  stated. 
Tbey  had  made  a  settlement  on  the  land  and  begun  operation,  and  they 
made  application  to  the  local  officers  for  leave  to  file  a  coal  declaratory 
statement  for  the  tracts,  (as  an  association).  This  was  rejected  because 
the  entries  of  Carlson  and  Peterson  were  on  file.  From  this  action  they 
appealed. 

The  contest  papers  were  sent  to  your  office  because  the  entries  had 
been  transmitted  to  it  and  the  local  officers  declined  to  act  in  the  mat- 
ter. They  employed  counsel  at  home  and  also  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
to  attend  to  their  contest  and  appeal,  and  on  January  17,  1888, 
these  attorneys  wrote  your  office  assuring  it  that  their  clients  would 
deposit  money  to  pay  expenses  and  asking  that  the  local  officers  be 
directed  to  proceed  with  a  hearing. 

On  February  5,  following,  they  transmitted  to  your  office  some  addi- 
tional affidavits,  and  among  them  one  made  by  John  Carlson,  one  of 
the  entrymen,  in  which  he  corroborates  in  every  particular  the  charges 
in  the  affidavit  of  contest  and  says  he  '^  was  infiuenced  and  caused  to 
enter  said  tract  of  coal  land  by  the  agent  of  the  Trinidad  Goal  and 
Coking  Company.''  He  gives  a  full  history  of  the  transaction  and  says 
that  he  did  not  understand  the  land  laws  when  he  made  the  entry,  or 
he  would  not  have  done  so,  and  he  wants  the  government  to  know  the 
facts  in  the  case. 

l7i>on  the  statements  of  Garner  and  Nesbitt,  Special  Agent  Dill  was 
directed  to  examine  the  matter,  and  on  February  13,  1885,  he  sent  to 
your  office  reports,  on  the  entries  of  Peterson  and  Carlson,  similar  in 
all  respects.  He  rei>orted  that  the  entries  were  each  made  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Trinidad  Coal  and  Coking  Company,  and  transferred  to  it 
on  June  4,  1883  each  for  the  consideration  of  four  thousand  dollars 
($4,000). 

The  remaining  six  entries  made  at  the  same  time  with  these  two,  and 
under  the  same  circumstances,  all  described  in  Garner's  letters  and 
referred  to  Dill  were  passed  to  patent.  The  frauds,  however,  became 
so  appa*  ent  that  suit  was  instituted  to  set  them  aside.  They  were  sus- 
tained by  the  district  court  and  brought  to  the  supreme  court  of  the 
Uoited  States  on  appeal  by  the  government,  where  they  were  held  to 
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« 

be  invalid  b^'  reason  of  the  frauds  committed  by  the  Trinidad  Coal  and 
Coking  Co.  See  United  States  v.  Trinidad  Coal  and  Coking  Company 
(137  U.  S.,  160).  Notwithstanding  the  rejection  of  their  application  to 
make  entry  for  the  land.  Garner  and  Nesbitt  continued  to  press  their 
contest  and  remained  in  possession  of  the  land  until  Febrnary  I8S6 
when  they  were  restrained  by  oi*der  of  the  court  from  further  opera- 
tions thereon. 

On  December  31, 1885,  y^ur  office  decided,  upon  the  evidence  before 
it,  that  the  entries  of  Carlson  and  Peterson  were  fraudulent  and  they 
were  held  for  cancellation.  Sixty  days  were  allowed  for  appeal,  and 
in  the  meantime 

m 

the  application  of  Messrs.  Garner  and  Nesbitt  to  contest  will  remain  m  abeyance 
pending  final  action  under  these  proceedings. 

Carlson,  on  Febrnary  9,  and  Peterson,  on  April  21, 1886,  filed,  through 
the  attorneys  of  Garner  and  Nesbitt,  waivers  of  appeal  and  disclaimers 
of  any  interest  in  the  land,  but  counsel  for  the  Coal  and  Coking  Com- 
pany asked  to  be  allowed  to  appeal  for  them,  which  was  refused  because 
of  their  waivers,  upon  which  they  made  known  to  your  office  that  they 
also  represented  the  Trinidad  Coal  and  Coking  Company,  and  they 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  appeal  for  it  as  transferee  of  the  entryman. 
This  was  also  refused. 

The  comi>any  had  previously  appHed  to  the  Department  for  an  order, 
in  the  nature  of  a  petition  for  mandamus,  and  it  alleged  that  it  held 
said  laud  under  Trujillo  and  Kimber  homestead  entrymen,  and  tbs\t 
patents  for  these  tracts  had  been  made  out  and  signed  but  not  dated  or 
delivered,  and  it  asked  that  an  order  be  made  upon  your  office  that  said 
patents  be  delivered  to  the  said  company  as  transferee  of  said  entry- 
men.    This  had  bet^n  refused. 

Upon  your  office  refusing  to  allow  the  appeal  of  the  Trinidad  Coal 
and  Coking  Company,  it  applied  for  a  writ  of  certiorari,  and  the  pa^iers 
were  thereupon  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Department,  and  upon  con- 
sideration of  the  case,  of  Adolph  Peterson  et  oZ.  as  upon  appeal,  your 
office  decision  cancelling  their  entries  was  affirmed.  This  decision  was 
rendered  December  2,  1887  (6  L.  D.,  371). 

On  January  14,  1888,  your  office  wrote  the  register  and  receiver  at 
Pueblo,  Colorado  saying 

As  the  special  agent's  investigation  was  institated  upon  information  farnisbed  by 
these  parties  and  in  view  of  their  application  for  a  hearing  to  show  at  their  expense 
the  frandnlent  character  of  said  entries  you  will  advise  W.  A.  Garner  and  J.  P. 
>'  >l>itt  of  the  action  taken  and  accord  them  a  preference  right  of  entry  of  said  tracts 
under  the  coal  land  laws. 

On  Febrnary  2,  following  Garner  and  Nesbitt,  as  an  association,  filed 
cotil  declaratory  statements,  as  herein  before  stated,  and  immediately  be- 
gnn  work  on  the  land«  On  the  8th  day  of  same  month,  one  D.  R.  Benan 
filed  in  the  district  court  an  affidavit  in  said  injunction  case,  without 
disclosing  in  any  way  for  whom  he  appeared,  or  what  right  he  had  to 
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appear  thereiu,  charging  the  defendadts  with  violating  the  restraining 
order  theretofore  issued,  by  working  in  a  shaft  theretofore  began  by  them 
on  the  laud.  An  attachment  was  issued  for  them ;  they  were  brought 
into  court  and  each  was  fined  twenty-five  dollars  ($25.00)  and  costs  and 
ordered  to  stand  committed  to  jail  until  fine  and  costs  should  be  paid. 
On  February  1, 1888,  D.  A.  Mulvane  had  placed  on  file  an  affidavit 
alleging  that  he  and  Oeorge  W.  Mulvane  had  purchased  the  said  lands 
of  the  Trinidad  Goal  and  Ooking  Go.  and  asking  to  be  substituted  as 
party  plaintiff  in  its  stead.  And  on  March  20,  following,  an  order  of 
substitution  was  made  accordingly. 

On  March  27, 1886,  Garner  et  al.  filed  an  answer  to  the  petition  in 
the  injunction  case,  denying  the  company's  ownership  of  the  land  and 
denying  that  its  possession  was  lawful ;  admitting  that  they  (the  de- 
fendants) were  working  on  the  lands  and  alleging  that  they  were  right- 
fully in  possession.  On  March  3,  1888,  they  filed  a  supplemental  an- 
swer setting  forth  the  action  of  your  office  and  this  Department  in 
cancelling  the  entries  of  Peterson  and  Garlson  and  awarding  these 
defendants  a  preference  right  of  entry.  Reply  was  filed  to  the  answer 
and  this  supplemental  answer,  denying  the  allegations  thereof,  and 
especially  denying  the  authority  of  your  office  or  this  Department  to 
cancel  said  entries,  and  upon  these  issues  the  cause  was  heard  on  Oc- 
tober 3,  1888,  and  the  injunction  was  made  perpetual. 

The  history  of  the  case,  as  brief  as  the  importance  of  the  case  will 
allow,  shows  the  efforts  of  the  Trinidad  Coal  and  Ooking  Gompany  to 
retain 'possession  of  these  lands  until  it  can  get  the  coal  out  of  them, 
and  it  Is  apparent  that  the  officers  and  agents  of  that  company  have 
not  hesitated  to  do,  and  procure  to  be  done,  anything  that  tended 
toward  this  objective  point. 

I  do  not  find  that  there  was  any  error  in  according  to  Gamer  and 
Nenbitt  the  preference  right  of  entry  for  this  land.  It  is  apparent  from 
the  foregoing  that  their  affidavit  of  contest  was  filed  in  good  faith,  that 
it  was  sufficient  in  law  and  true  in  fact. 

Oounsel  say  they  did  not  offer  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  contest, ''  but 
in  an  unsworn  letter.'^  This  was  entirely  sufficient — "  No  hearing  was 
ordered  and  no  notice  served".  These  were  matters  over  which  Garner 
et  al.  had  no  control.  They  procured  the  testimony  of  Garlson  prior  to 
any  action  by  Agent  Dill,  and  they  and  their  attorneys  assisted  the 
Special  Agent  in  such  investigation  as  he  saw  proper  to  make. 

In  the  case  cited  and  followed  by  your  office,  to  wit  Perkins  v.  Bob- 
son  (6  L.  D.,  828)  Bobson  had  not  filed  any  affidavit  of  contest  or  offered 
to  defray  the  expense  of  a  contest,  but  simply,  when  called  upon  by  the 
Special  A^f^nt,  made  an  ex  parte  affidavit.  Upon  this,  it  was  held  that 
he  had  not  acquired  any  preference  right.  In  Johnson  v.  Walton  (11 
L.  D.,  278)  Johnson  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest  and  deposited  the  fees 
required  of  him.  He  attempted  to  serve  contestee  with  notice,  but  he 
not  being  found  in  the  county,  service  was  not  made.    No  publication 
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was  made  and  Johnson  took  no  further  steps  in  the  matter.  The  case 
was  referred  to  a  special  agent.  Johnson's  attorney  told  him  (John- 
son) he  need  do  nothing  farther.  His  attorney,  however,  it  appears 
assisted  the  special  agent  in  securing  some  evidence  and  the  entry  was 
canceled  apon  the  agent's  report.  It  was  held  that  Johnson  had  acted 
in  good  faith,  and  that  as  his  action  was  really  the  basis  of  the  inves- 
tigation, he  should  be  awarded  the  preference  right  of  entry,  notwith- 
standing an  investigation  had  been  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  is  true  he  deposited  money  with  the  local  officers  to  pay 
contest  fees,  and  in  the  case  at  bar  the  local  officers  having  no  author- 
ity to  receive  such  deposit,  sent  your  office  the  written  proposition  of 
these  contestants  to  make  such  deposit  as  your  office  might  direct. 
This  was  all  they  could  do  in  the  case,  and  must  be  held,  in  the  absence 
of  any  direction  by  your  office,  as  the  equivalent  of  a  deposit. 
Counsel  for  Mul vanes  say : 

The  entries  were  canceled  on  admitted  facts  and  Garner  ataZ.  were  never  recognised 
as  contestants  and  as  sach  never  expended  a  dime  or  acquired  any  rights. 

As  there  is  no  testimony  as  to  what  they  paid  their  attorneys,  nor 
the  expense  they  incurred  in  securing  affidavits  to  prove  the  fraudulent 
character  of  these  entries,  counsel  are  not  warranted  in  their  statement. 

In.the  case  of  Johnson  v,  Walton  supra  Johnson's  attorney  had  the 
advice  and  assistance  of  the  special  agent,  while  in  the  case  at  bar 
Garner  et  aU  had  to  cope  with  a  rich  and  influential  corporation,  and 
they  do  not  seem  to  have  had  the  support  of  the  government  special 
agent,  as  they  should  have  had. 

It  does  therefore  seem  that  having  acted  in  good  faith  and  having 
done  all  that  tliey  were  permitted  by  your  office  to  do,  they  should  be 
allowed  in  justice  and  fairness  the  preference  right  of  entry  accorded  a 
successful  contestant. 

It  is  said  tliat  as  the  case  at  bar  involves  a  coal  entry  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  May  U,  1880  (21  Stat.,  140)  do  not  apply.  In  the  case  of 
Ringsdorf  V.  The  State  of  Iowa  (4  L.  1).,  497)  it  was  held  that  in  a  swamp 
land  claim  the  successful  contestant  was  entitled  to  a  preference  right 
of  entry.  In  Bunger  v.  Dawes  (9  L.  D*,  329)  it  was  held  that  an  entry 
of  Kansas  Indian  trust  land  was  subject  to  contest,  and  that  the  suc- 
cessful contestant  was  entitled  to  preference  right,  and  in  the  case  of 
Frazer  v.  Bingold  (3  L.  D.,  69)  it  was  held  that  the  preference  right  of 
entry  was  applicable  to  contests  of  desert  land  entries.  Tbe  same  prin- 
cii)Ies  of  construction  of  the  statute  and  the  same  reasoning  applies, 
with  equal  force  to  contests  of  coal  entries  as  to  either  of  the  above 
mentioned  class,  and  it  seems  that  it  is  well  that  this  is  so.  The  per- 
son who  honestly  aids  the  government  in  preventing  persons  and  cor- 
porations from  securing  coal  lands  by  fraudulent,  illegal  and  even  crimi- 
nal methods,  is  as  much  entitled  to  reward  as  are  those  who  aid  in  prevent- 
ing fraudulent  homestead  or  other  entries.  The  truth  of  this  proposi- 
tion is  proven  and  emphasized  by  the  case  at  bar. 
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Counsel  for  Malvane  earnestly  claim  tliat  the  eqaities  of  the  case  are 
all  with  their  clients.  They  forget  that  "  Equity  follows  the  law.'' 
Their  clients  are  not  ^'  innocent  purchasers  ^  as  claimed.  They  evidently 
knew  that  their  grantor  had  no  title  to  this  land,  hence  they  divided 
up  the  contract  of  sale  an^  atter  taking  a  deed  for  the  land,  they  had 
the  shafts,  slopes,  entries,  tracks  and  stationary  machinery,  all  of  which 
was  real  estate,  and  in  a  straight  forward  business  transaction  would 
have  passed  with  the  sale  of  the  land,  inventoried  as  chattels  and  trans- 
ferred by  a  bill  of  sale  as  "  improvements.''  Moreover,  there  was  a 
suit  pending  in  a  court  of  record  in  the  county  within  which  the  land 
was  situate,  in  which  the  specific  land  was  mentioned  and  described, 
the  title  and  right  of  possession  was  asserted  by  the  Trinidad  Coal  and 
Cokins:  Company,  and  in  Garner's  answer  the  allegations  of  the  petition 
were  denied  and  he  asserted  title  in  himself.  The  doctriue  lis  pendens  is 
clearly  applicable  to  the  case.  Counsel  say  their  clients,  Mnlvanes, 
were  on  the  land  when  the  prior  entries  were  canceled,  that  Gamer 
etaLweve  not;  that  the  Mulvaues  antedate  Garner  et  al.  in  posses- 
sion and  are  therefore  superior  in  right.  The  force  of  this  proposition 
is  lost  in  the  doubtful  legality  of  the  proceeding  by  which  Garner  et  aU 
were  forced  off  the  laud  and  kept  out  of  their  prior  possession. 

They  say : 

The  work  doce  by  Gamer  et  aZ.  at  a  time  when  the  land  was  coyered  by  an  entry, 
was  not  done  on  public  lauds,  and  hence  is  not  within  tho  coal  land  law. 

This  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  work  done  by  the  Trinidad  Coal 
and  Coking  Company  and  to  the  Mulvaues ;  so  no  rights  can  be  asserted 
by  them  on  account  of  those  extensive  improvements,  made  while  the 
land  was  not  public. 

I  do  not  fiud  that  there  are  any  equities  in  the  casein  favor  of  Mnl- 
vanes which  even  tend  to  overcome  the  legal  rights  of  Garner  et  al.  to 
their  preference  right  of  entry.  The  conduct  of  the  Mulvaues  outweighs 
their  words.  They  virtually  abandoueri  this  property  after  securing  a 
perpetual  injunction  against  Garner  et  al,  and  a  filing  upon  the  land, 
and  loaned,  leased  or  rented,  the  tools  and  machinery,  allov^ed  them  to 
be  removed  from  the  mine,  allowing  it  to  fill  with  water,  the  timbers  to 
rot,  the  entire  improvement  to  stand  idle  and  neglected,  to  fall  into 
ruin,  while  they  remain  nonresidents  of  and  absent  from  the  State. 
This  fact  taken  in  connection  with  the  entire  evidence  in  the  case  and 
the  circumstances  surrounding  it  satisfy  my  mind  that  this  pretended 
sale  by  the  Trinidad  Coal  and  Coking  Company  was  a  mere  device,  in 
keeping  with  its  previous  record,  to  retain  control  of  these  lands. 

So  finding  that  the  Mulvaues  have  no  equitable  or  legal  right  to  the 
l>remises,  their  entry  will  be  canceled  and  W.  A.  Gnrner  and  J.  P.  Nes- 
bitt  will  be  accorded  their  preference  right  of  entry.  Your  decision  is 
accordingly  reversed. 
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PBE-BMPTION  ENTRT— ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1891* 

Joseph  W.  Phillips. 

Pre-emption  entries  are  confirmed  by  section  7,  act  of  March  3, 1891,  where  two  yean 
have  elapsed  since  the  issuance  of  the  Tecoiyer's  final  receipt,  and  there  ia  no 
pending  protest  or  contest  against  the  validity  of  snch  entries. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  April  7, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  United  States  v,  Joseph  W.  l%1- 
lips,  on  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  yoar  office  of  AugOBt 
7, 1888,  holding  for  cancellation  bis  pre-emption  cash  entry  No.  7759  for 
the  SWi  NWi  Sec  25,  and  the  SE^  NE^  and  lots  1  and  7,  Sec.  26,  T. 
63  N.,  R.  17  W.,  Duluth,  Minnesota. 

The  claimant,  after  notice  by  publication,  made  his  final  proof  Jaly 
14, 1885,  and  on  the  same  day  received  from  the  local  officers  his  final 
certificate.  About  three  years  thereafter,  your  office,  by  letter  dated 
August  7, 1888,  held  his  entry  for  cancellation  on  the  ground  that  the 
residence  shown  by  the  claimant  was  not  continuous  or  conclusive  of 
his  good  faith.  He  thereupon  appealed  to  this  Depar  tment,  and  con- 
tends that  he  complied  in  all  material  respects  with  the  requirements 
of  the  pre-emption  law. 

His  final  proof  shows  him  to  have  been  a  qualified  pre-emptor :  He 
therein  expressly  states  that  he  established  residence  on  the  land  No- 
vember 8,  1884,  and  that  his  residence  thereon  has  been  continuous  since 
that  time,  except  when  working  by  the  day  for  others,  which  he  found 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  earn  the  means  of  support.  He  gives  the 
dates  and  duration  of  his  absences,  and  states  that  he  had  no  other 
home.  He  bought  the  improvements  of  a  former  occupant,  and  made 
other  improvements,  consisting  of  a  log  house  fifteen  by  eighteen  feet 
in  size,  with  window,  door,  floor,  and  chimney ;  he  had  about  two  acres 
of  the  land  cleared,  and  from  half  to  three-quarters  of  an  acre  in  culti- 
vation under  spade  husbandry  in  garden  products.  His  improvements 
are  estimated  in  value  at  three  hundred  dollars. 

In  my  judgment  he  has  acted  in  good  faith,  with  the  full  intent  of 
making  this  tract  his  permanent  home,  and  has  complied  substantially 
with  the  requirements  of  the  pre-emption  law. 

But  apart  from  the  merit  of  his  case,  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (Pub- 
lic 162,  Sec.  7),  provides,  that  after  the  lapse  of  two  years  from  the 
issuance  of  the  receiver's  receipt  upon  final  entry  of  any  tract  of  land 
under  the  homestead,  timber-culture,  desert-land  or  preemption  laws, 
or  under  this  act,  and  when  there  shall  be  no  pending  contest  or  pro- 
test against  the  validity  of  the  entry,  the  entryman  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  patent. 
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In  this  case,  over*  six  years  have  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the  final 
receipt.  No  contest  or  protest  is  pending,  and  no  adverse  claim  has 
been  filed.  The  decision  of  yonr  office,  holding  the  entry  of  claimant 
for  cancellation,  is  accordingly  reversed,  and  patent  will  issne. 


MTNTNG  CI4AIM— ENTRY— PROTESTANT. 

Leajiy  r.  Manuel. 

A  mineral  entry  made  by  an  alien  is  not  void,  but  voidable,  and  vhile  of  record, 
the  land  covered  thereby  is  segregated  from  the  pablic  domain. 

A  protestantj  who  makes  a  mineral  location  on  land  tho<)  segregated  acquires  no 
interest  thereby,  as  against  the  government  or  the  entryman,  that  will  entitle 
him  to  be  heard  on  appeal. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  April  7, 1891. 

This  case  comes  np  on  the  motion  of  the  attorneys  of  Moses  Mannel 
to  dismiss  the  appeal  of  Georfife  W.  Leary  from  the  decision  of  yoar 
office  rendered  July  2, 1890,  wherein  yon  dismiss  the  protest  of  said 
Leary  against  mineral  entry  No.  1708,  Helena,  Montana. 

As  the  basis  of  said  motion,  it  is  alleged  that  Leary  as  a  contestant 
is  not  entitled  to  be  heard  on  appeal. 

It  appears  that  daring  the  period  of  publication  Leary  asserted  no 
right  as  an  adverse  claiman  t,  but  that  after  the  allowance  of  the  entry 
he  entered  a  protest  against  the  same,  on  the  ground  that  the  entry- 
man  wag  not  qualified  in  the  matter  of  citizenship  to  acquire  title  under 
the  mineral  laws.  This  protest  your  office  dismissed,  and  from  such 
action  the  appeal  herein  was  taken,  the  appellant  asserting  that  he  is 
entitled  to  be  thus  heard,  for  the  reason  of  a  conflicting  location  made 
by  him  subsequently  to  the  allowance  of  the  entry  herein. 

There  is  nothing  to  show  any  irregularity,  or  want  of  compliance 
with  law  on  the  part  of  Manuel,  either  prior  to  his  application  or  sub- 
sequently thereto. 

It  is  substantially  admitted  that  a  protestant,  without  interest,  is 
not  entitled  to  the  right  of  appeal,  but  strongly  urged  that  because 
Manuel  did  not  possess  the  requisite  qualifications  at  date  of  entry  in 
the  matter  of  citizenship  Leary  acquired  such  an  adverse  right  by  his 
subsequent  location  on  Manuel's  claim  as  to  entitle  him  to  be  heard  on 
appeal,  not  as  a  mere  protestant  but  as  one  having  an  adverse  interest. 

This  ground  is  not  well  taken.  The  allowance  of  Manuel's  entry 
constituted  a  segregation  of  the  land,  and  a  location  thereafter  on  said 
land  would  not  confer  any  interest  upon  the  locator  as  against  the  en- 
tryman  or  the  government. 

The  true  mie  of  law  governing  entries  of  the  puhlic  lands,  to  which  mineral 
lands  form  no  exception,  is  that  when  the  contract  of  purchase  is  completed  by  the 
payment  of  the  purchase  money  and  the  issuance  of  the  patent  oertiiicate  l»y  the  an- 
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thorized  agents  of  the  government,  the  parchaser  at  once  acqnires  a  vested  interest 
in  the  laud,  of  which  he  cannot  be  subseqnently  depriyed,  if  he  has  oomplied  with 
the  requirements  of  law  prior  to  entry ;  and  the  land  thereapon  ceases  to  be  a  part 
of  the  public  domain,  and  is  no  longer  snbjeot  to  the  operation  of  the  laws  govern- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  pablic  lands.    F.  P.  Harrison,  2  L.  D.,  770. 

See  al80  Moss  Rose  Lode,  11  L.  D.,  120;  and  IMI  ud^ett  t?.  Dabaqne 
and  Sioax  City  B.  B.  Go.,  8  L.  D.,  243;  James  A.  Forward,  id.,  528. 

Bat  it  is  said  by  the  appellant  that  the  entry  of  Mannel  did  not 
work  a  segregation  of  the  land  for  the  reason  that  the  entryman's 
want  of  qualification  rendered  the  entry  absolutely  void  and  left  the 
land  covered  thereby  subject  to  location. 

This  position  cannot  be  successfully  maintained.  It  has  been  held 
by  the  Department  that  an  entry  made  by  an  alien  is  not  void,  bat 
voidable  only.  Ole  O.  Krogstad,  4  L.  D.,  564;  see  also  James  F. 
Bright,  6  L.  D.,  602 ;  Jacob  H.  Edens ;  7  L.  D.,  229 ;  Paul  O.  Brew- 
ster, id.,'  471 ;  Lyman  v.  Blling,  10  L.  D.,  474,  Eirkpatrick  v.  Brink- 
man,  11  L.  D.,  71. 

In  the  case  of  the  Croesus  Oo.  «•  Colorado  Co.,  19  Fed.  Bep.,  78,  in 
construing  section  2319  B.  S.,  which  provides  that  ^'  all  valuable  mineral 
deposits  ....  are  hereby  declared  to  be  open  to  exploration  and 
purchase,  and  the  lands  in  which  they  are  found  to  occupation  and  pur- 
chase by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  those  who  have  declared 
their  intention  to  become  such,''  the  court  said  *^  Upon  declaring  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen  an  alien  may  have  advantage  of  work 
previously  done,  and  of  a  record  previously  made  by  him  in  locating  a 
mining  claim  on  the  public  mineral  lands.''  See  also  North  Noonday 
Mining  Co.  v.  Orient  Mining  Company,  1  Fed.  Bep.,  524. 

It  is  the  uniform  ruling  of  the  Department  that  an  entry  which  is 
voidable  only  segregates  the  land  covered  thereby  while  it  stands  of 
record.  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway  Company  r.  For- 
seth,  3  L.  D.,  446.  In  this  case  it  was  held  that  an  entry  though  allowed 
on  an  insufficient  showing  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  entryman  is 
not  void  but  voidable,  and  while  so  of  record  constitutes  an  appropria- 
tion of  the  land.  See  also  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bail- 
way  Company  v.  Leech,  id.,  506 ;  HoUants  v.  Sullivan,  5  L.  D.,  118. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  Leary's  location  made  on  the  land 
covered  by  Manuel's  entry,  conferred  no  interest  upon  Leary  as  against 
the  entryman  or  the  government,  and  that  having  no  interest,  he  is  a 
mere  protestant  and  not  entitled  to  be  heard  on  appeal.  Bright  et  €tL 
V.  Elkhom  Mining  Co.,  8  L.  D.,  122;  Lucy  B.  Hussey  Lode,  5  L.  IX, 
93 ;  Dotson  v.  Arnold,  8  L.  D.,  439. 

The  motion  therefore  must  be  sustained,  and  the  appeal  of  said  Leary 
is  accordingly  dismissed* 
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SAILBOAD  LANDS— PROCEEDINGS  TJNDBBTHE  ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1887. 

DXTBUQUB  AND  PAOIFIO  £.  B.  GO. 

It  is  mandatory  npon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1887,  to 
demand  a  reconveyance  of  title,  where  lands  have  heen  erroneously  certified  or 
patented  for  the  benefit  of  a  railroad  company  and  the  grant  remains  nnac^nsted. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  April  9, 

1891. 

By  letter  of  September  23,  1889,  your  office  submitted  an  adjustment 
of  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Iowa  by  act  of  May  15,  1856  (11  Stat,  9), 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  '<  from  the  city  of  Dubuque  to  a 
point  on  the  Missouri  Biver  near  Sioux  City,  with  a  branch  from  the 
month  of  the  T^te  Des  Morts  to  the  nearest  point  on  said  road.  Tbe 
grant  was  of  '*  every  alternate  section  of  land,  designated  by  odd  num- 
bers, for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side''  of  said  road,  with  a  provi- 
sion for  indemnity  for  losses  of  land  which  the  United  States  had  sold  or 
otherwise  appropriated,  or  to  which  ^<  the  right  of  pre-emption  has  at- 
tached," to  be  selected  from  lands  not  further  than  fifteen  miles  from 
the  line  of  road. 

The  map  of  definite  location  was  filed  in  your  office  October  13, 1856. 

It  appears  from  said  letter  that  the  present  owner  of  the  grant  is  the 
Iowa  Bailroad  Land  Company,  successor  in  interest  to  the  Iowa  Falls 
and  Sioux  City  railroad  company,  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  State,  and 
to  the  Dubuque  and  Sioux  City  railroad  company. 

Said  letter  states  that  the  area  of  the  odd-numbered  sections  within 
the  six  mile  or  granted  limits  of  the  main  line,  which  is  the  area  of  tbe 
grant  for  such  line,  is  1,207,145.51  acres ;  that  there  have  been  certified 
under  this  part  of  the  grant  as  granted  lands  455,992.01  acres,  and  as 
indemnity  699,174.74  acres,  which,  with  153.95  acres  in  the  granted 
limits  and  subject  to  *' selection,"  aggregate  1,155,320.70  acres,  leaving 
a  balance  of  51,824.81  acres  due  as  indemnity  on  the  main  line ;  that  the 
area  of  the  grant  for  tbe  branch  line  is  21,142.95  acres,  and  that  but 
forty  acres  have  been  certified  for  the  same,  leaving  a  balance  of  in- 
demnity due  therefor  of  21,102.95  acres. 

Said  letter  further  states  that  lists  of  the  lands  which  under  the 
present  rulings  of  tbe  Department  would  appear  to  have  been  errone- 
ously certified  for  the  company,  were  prepared  and  the  present  owners 
under  the  grant,  through  the  local  officers  at  Des  Moines,  furnished 
copies  thereof,  and  called  upon  to  show  cause  why  proper  steps  should 
not  be  taken  by  the  government  to  recover  the  title,  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1887  (24  Stat.,  550} ;  that  answers 
to  the  rule  to  show  cause  have  been  submitted  by  W.  J.  Knight,  presi- 
dent of  the  Dubuque  and  Sioux  City  company,  for  that  company  and 
by  Messrs.  Curtis  and  Burdette  of  this  city,  for  said  Iowa  Bailroad  Land 
Oompai^. 
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Mr.  Knight  for  the  Dubuque  aud  Sioux  City  railroad  company  says 
that  said  compauy  is  a  corporatiou  organized  and  existing  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Iowa ;  that  in  1856  a  corporation  known  as  the 
Dubuque  and  Pacific  railroad  company  w'as  organized  in  Iowa,  with 
headquarters  at  Dubuque,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  railroad  from 
said  city  westwardly  toward  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  that  the  State  of  Iowa 
granted  to  said  latter  company  a  portion  of  the  lands  granted  to  the 
State  by  said  act  of  1856 ;  that  soon  after  its  organization  said  com- 
pany made  a  trust  deed  to  secure  certain  bonds  and  that  all  of  the  lands 
granted  to  it  by  the  State  have  been  sold  and  conveyed  to  different 
parties  either  by  the  company  or  its  said  trustees ;  that  the  titles  have 
since  passed  through  a  number  of  hands  and  are  now  held  by  persons 
who  acquired  title  in  good  faith ;  that  on  many  of  these  lands  ^'  farms 
have  been  made  and  buildings  put  up,"  and  that  all  of  them  are  held 
"  by  people  who  have  never  had  their  title  questioned  by  any  person 
claiming  under  a  prior  entry  or  pre-emption;''  that  the  Dubuque  and 
Pacific  railroad  company  became  insolvent  in  18G0,  and  its  property  was 
sold  at  a  foreclosure  sale;  that  said  Dubuque  and  Sioux  City  railroad 
company  was  formed  in  1860  and  acquired  title  through  the  foreclosure 
sale  to  all  the  property  of  the  Dubuque  and  Pacific  company ;  that  the 
Dubuque  and  Sioux  City  company  built  the  road  only  as  far  west  as 
Iowa  Falls  but  that  the  Iowa  Falls  aud  Sioux  City  railroad  company 
completed  the  construction  of  the  line,  and  received  the  lands  applica- 
ble to  that  portion,  that  its  grantees  and  their  successors  have  held 
title  to  their  lands  through  said  company  forever  twenty  years,  and 
that  no  one  is  asserting  an  adverse  claim. 

The  lists  of  lands  submitted  to  the  companies  as  aforesaid  are,  list 
A,  embracing  lands  within  the  six  mile  limits  of  the  grant  which  were 
covered  by  unexpired  preemption  filings  at  the  date  of  definite  loca- 
tion of  the  road,  and  list  B,  embracing  lands  within  the  same  limits, 
which  were  covered  by  pre  emption  entries  at  the  date  of  said  definite 
location,  but  subsequently  canceled,  ^'  also  one  tract  in  the  indemnity 
limits  which  was  covered  by  a  warrant  location  at  the  date  of  the  cer- 
tification nnder  the  grant." 

It  appears  from  your  said  letter  that  prior  to  the  decision  in  Van 
Wyck  V.  Knevats  (106  U.  S.,  360),  rendered  October  1882,  filings  and 
entries  were  allowed  or  rejected  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  Deceml>er  19,  1856,  to  the  effect  that  the  line  of 
road  was  ^^  definitely  fixed  "  under  this  act  ^'  when  the  necessary  deter- 
minative lines  shall  be  fixed  upon  the  face  of  the  earth."  (1  Lester, 
512)  In  said  case  of  Van  Wyck  the  court  held,  having  in  view  the 
grant  for  the  St.  Joseph  and  Denver  City  railroad  company,  that  the 
right  of  the  company  attached  when  the  map  designating  the  route 
was  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  accepted  by  him.  In 
the  case  of  Prindeville  v,  Dubuque  and  Pacific  railroad  company  (10  L. 
D.,  575),  the  Department  applied  that  rnle  to  the  road  here  in  qaestion. 
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This  it  appears  from  said  letter  has  beeu  the  practice  siuce  the  Van 
Wyck  decisiou. 

AH  the  lands  in  list  6,  and  most  of  those  in  list  A,  were  certified  to 
the  State  on  Decumber  28,  1858.  The  remnant  was  certified  shortly 
tbereaflen  All  the  certifications  in  1858,  yoar  office  states,  were  made 
ill  accordance  with  existing  rulings. 

Vour  office  recommends  on  the  authority  of  the  case  of  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  railroad  company  (8  L.  D.,  165),  that  the  rule  against  the  com- 
pany should  be  dissolved  as  to  all  lands  involved,  except  two  tracts 
hereinafter  mentioned. 

In  said  last  mentioned  case  your  office  recommended  that  suit  be  in- 
stituted to  restore  to  the  United  States,  under  act  of  March  3,  1887, 
the  title  to  certain  lands  in  Missouri  alleged  to  have  been  erroneously 
patented  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  company.  My  predecessor,  Sec- 
retary Vilas,  was  of  opinion  that  under  the  rule  in  Clements  v,  Warner 
{lii  How.,  394),  the  lands  had  not  been  improperly  certified,  and  further 
that  ''it  would  avail  little  now  to  inquire  whether  the  certifications  to 
the  state  were  made  in  nice  compliance  with  exact  legal  rules,''  for  the 
lauds  had  beeu  certified  in  1854,  and  1871,  every  presumption  was  in 
favor  of  the  correctness  of  the  action  of  the  certifying  officers,  the  lands 
were  located  in  a  populous  State,  the  titles,  ic  appears,  had  passed 
through  several  hands  and  large  sums  of  money  bad  been  invested  in 
improvements  on  the  faith  of  the  certification.  For  these  and  similar 
reasons  my  predecessor  held  that  there  was  ''  no  equitable  ground  on 
which  a  court  could  interfere,''  and  declined  to  request  the  institution 
of  suit  as  recommended. 

Subsequently  upon  the  receipt  of  petitions  from  a  large  number  of 
citizens  of  the  counties  in  which  said  lands  lie,  the  Department,  on 
December  11, 1890,  suggested  to  the  Attorney-General  that  proceed- 
ings looking  to  the  cancellation  of  said  patents  be  instituted  at  once  if 
in  his  judgment  the  suit  could  be  maintained.  This  action  was  t^aken 
becaose  of  the  long  dispute  which  had  existed  between  the  inhabitants 
of  said  counties  and  the  railroad  company,  relative  to  the  title  to  said 
lands,  resulting  in  serious  drawbacks  to  the  best  interests  of  all  parties 
concerned,  because  of  the  magnitude  of  the  controversy,  and  for  the 
reason  that  it  appeared  the  only  way  to  quiet  the  titles  was  by  a  suit 
in  court. 

The  Attorney-Oeneral  in  his  response  dated  January  8, 1891,  after 
concurring  in  the  view  that  the  lands  had  not  been  improperly  patented, 
and  stating  that  he  did  not  understand  the  views  of  this  Department 
had  undergone  any  change  on  that  point,  continued : 

If  the  case  were  shnply  apon  the  iasaes  above  indioatod,  I  shoald  think  it  iny  daty 
to  ad  viae  yon  that  in  my  opiaion  sait  woald  be  uusnccessfal  and  shonld  not  be 
brought,  bat  there  are  other  reasons  whtoh  seem  to  me  still  more  cogent.  It  appears 
that  the  lands  are  almost  altogether  in  the  hands  of  bona  fide  porchasers  without  no- 
tice.   We  ooold  not  reoorer  from  them.    It  woald  seem  to  me  aiyast  to  attempt  it. 
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In  addition  to  this  and  as  a  camalatiye  reason  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  that  I 
have  a  very  great  hesitation  in  attacking  patents  which  have  heen  standing  for  any 
considerable  length  of  time.  In  this  case,  even  if  there  were  original  error,  and  I 
think  there  was  not,  no  individual  has  been  injured  and  the  theoretical  injury  to  the 
general  public  is  a  much  more  tolerable  calamity  than  would  be  the  actual,  unde- 
niable hardship  of  a  threatening  suit  which  would  cast  some  degree  of  discredit  on 
these  titles  and  cripple  business  and  dealings  on  the  faith  of  them.  I  do  not  think 
the  local  agitation  for  the  cancellation  of  these  certifications  has  good  legal  grounds; 
it  does  not  present  doubtful  legal  questions  to  be  solved.  I  do  not  thiuk  we  shonld 
be  justified  in  discrediting  due  and  formal  titles  from  the  government  in  order  to  set 
at  rest  some  unwarranted  doubts  in  the  minds  of  individuals  who  are  no  further  in- 
jured than  that  they  lose  a  hoped  for  privilege  of  homestead  entry  on  the  lands  in 
question.  The  injury  to  them  is,  that  they  find  it  impossible  to  acquire  a  right  they 
might  have  if  we  should  cancel  the  certifications.  It  seems  to  me  vested  rights  have 
the  priority. 

My  conclusion,  therefore,  is  that  the  suit  should  not  be  attempted  and  I  am  further 
strengthened  in  this  view  by  the  uniform  expression  of  the  supreme  court  within 
the  last  few  years  inteuded  to  discourage  all  actions  by  the  government  attacking 
its  own  patents.  These  expressions  are  unequivocal  and  wonld  be  a  cause  for  hesi- 
tation were  not  the  other  reasons  conclusive. 

It  should  be  noted  in  that  case  that  the  Attorney- Oeneral  ooncurred 
in  the  view  of  the  Department  as  formerly  expressed  that  the  lands  in 
qaestion  bad  not  been  improperly  patented,  and  did  not  anderstand 
that  the  views  of  this  Department  had  in  the  meantime  undergone  any 
change  on  that  point.  In  this  it  differs  from  the  case  at  bar.  The 
Attorney  General  has  had  no  opportunity  to  examine  the  legal  ques- 
tions here  involved,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Department  that  these 
lands  were  improperly  patented. 

Moreover,  it  was  held  in  the  case  of  Winona  and  St.  Peter  B.  B.  Co., 
(9  L.  D.,  649),  that  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1887,  it  is  mandatory  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  demand  a  reconveyance  of  title,  if  the 
grant  is  unadjusted,  and  lands  have  been  erroneously  certified  or  pat- 
ented to  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  company.  This  is  the  present  view  of 
the  Department. 

The  tracts  in  said  lists  appear  to  have  been  excepted  from  said  grants 
by  the  filings  and  entries  mentioned,  under  the  repeated  rulings  of  the 
Department. 

You  will  accordingly  make  demand  on  the  officers  of  the  company 
interested  for  a  reconveyance  of  the  tracts  in  said  lists,  under  said  act 
of  1887,  and  report  the  result  thereof  in  accordance  with  the  estab- 
lished practice. 

You  recommend  that  suit  be  brought  to  set  aside  the  certification  of 
the  B.  i  NVV.  i,  Sec.  3,  T.  90  N.,  R.  46  W.,  which  was  excepted  from 
the  operation  of  the  grant  by  warrant  location  No.  28329,  made  Sep- 
tember 9,  1856,  and  canceled  May  12,  1859,  and  which  was  subsisting 
at  date  of  definite  location.  You  state  that  the  tract  is  claimed  by 
Ursnle  Karley,  under  homestead  final  certificate  No.  171,  Sioux  City 
series,  upon  which  patent  issued  July  20,  1872, 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  351 

Tou  farther  recommend  that  sait  be  brought  to  set  aside  the  certifi- 
cation of  the  S.  J  SW.  J,  Sec  21,  T.  88  K,  R.  17  W.  It  appears  that 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  grant,  to  wit,  on  January  4,  1856,  one  John 
Hodgdon  applied  to  locate  this  tract  with  warrant  No.  11219,  but  that 
the  local  officers  erroneously  located  the  same  in  <<  raoge  19,''  that  the 
error  was  corrected  od  July  23, 1858,  by  authority  of  your  ofQce,  and 
that  patent  issued  on  the  location  July  16, 1860.  The  tract  was  certi- 
fied to  the  State  for  the  railroad  grant  on  December  27, 1858.  This 
tract  it  also  appears  is  claimed  adversely  to  the  company.  ^  concur  in 
said  recommendations. 

You  will  accordingly  include  these  tracts  in  said  demand. 


BAILBOAI>  GRANT— PRE-EMPTION—ADDITIONAIi  HOMSSTEAIX- ITNAL 

PROOF. 

Northern  Paoipio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Isaac  Harris. 

The  transmatatioD  of  a  pre-emption  filing  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  aores  to  a  home- 
stead entry  of  a  less  amount,  is  an  abandonment  of  the  filing,  and  exhausts  the 
rights  of  the  claimant  under  the  pre-emption  law. 

The  right  to  make  an  additional  homestead  entry  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1879,  can 
not  be  exercised  where  the  original  entry  had  not  been  made  at  the  passage  of 
said  act. 

The  occupancy  of  public  land  by  one  who  has  formally  abandoned  his  claim  thereto 
under  the  settlement  laws,  is  without  sanction  of  law,  and  can  not  serve  to  ex- 
cept the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  a  railroad  grant. 

The  failure  of  the  company  to  respond  to  a  published  notice  of  intention  to  submit 
final  proof,  will  not  defeat  its  title  to  land  which,  on  the  record,  is  shown  to 
have  passed  under  the  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  April  10. 

1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
V.  Isaac  Harris,  on  appeal  of  the  said  company  from  the  decison  of  your 
ofiBce  of  May  18,  1889,  rejecting  its  claim  to  the  N^  NW^l,  Sec.  23,  T.  4 
'S.J  R.  10  W.,  Helena,  Montana. 

The  land  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  railroad 
company,  under  the  act  of  July  2, 1864  (13  Stat.,  365),  as  shown  by  the 
map  of  general  route  of  the  company's  road,  filed  February  27, 1872,  and 
by  the  map  of  definite  location  of  said  road,  filed  July  6,  1882. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  one  Benkard  H.  Dudden,  on  the  24th 
of  January,  1872,  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the  N^ 
NW4  Sec.  23,  T.  4  K,  B.  10  W.,  the  land  in  contest,  and  also  for  the  S^ 
SW}  of  Sec  14,  in  the  same  township  and  range,  alleging  settlement 
thereon  January  12, 1872.  This  filing,  being  prima  facie  valid  and  in 
existence  at  the  time  that  the  railroad  company's  map  of  general  route 
was  flled  in  your  office^  excepted  the  lands  in  the  odd  section  from  the 
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Btatatory  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  said  road.  Northern  Pacific  B. 
B.  Co.  V.  Stovenour  (10  L.  D.,  645),  and  same  company  v.  Marshall  (11 
L.  D.,  443). 

After  making  this  filing,  Dndden  does  not  seem  to  have  assorted  any 
further  claim  or  right  to  the  land,  either  before  or  after  the  definite 
location  of  the  railroad ;  he  never  made  final  proof  under  his  filing,  nor 
is  there  any  evidence  or  allegation  that  he  is  now  a  resident  or  settler 
on  the  land. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  1872,  Isaac  Harris,  the  present  claimant,  filed 
pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the  same  tracts  or  parcels  of 
land.  He  built  a  house  on  the  even  section  in  January,  1872,  and  occu- 
pied it  continuously  with  his  family  from  the  early  spring  of  that  year. 
He  also  cultivated  portions  of  the  land  in  both  sections,  and  his  im- 
provements thereon  are  estimated  in  value  at  about  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1880,  he  changed  his  preemption  filing  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  embracing  land  in  both  sections,  and  ma<le 
application  for  homestead  entry  of  the  eighty  acres  in  the  even  section, 
which  application  was  allowed  and  final  certificate  issued.  On  the2l8t 
of  May,  1883,  he  applied  to  enter  the  eighty  acres  in  the  odd  section 
above  described,  as  an  addition  to  his  homestead  entry  of  May  1,  1880. 
This  application  was  also  allowed,  and  no  appeal  taken. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1885,  after  duly  published  notice,  he  ap- 
peared with  his  witnesses  and  made  final  proof  in  support  of  his  original 
and  additional  homesteads.  No  objection  having  been  made  to  this 
final  proof  by  the  railroad  company,  or  other  party,  it  was  hsld  to  be 
satisfactory,  and  on  the  9th  of  the  same  month  he  obtained  from  the 
local  officers  the  usual  final  certificate. 

The  papers  in  the  case,  including  the  evidence  taken  in  final  proof, 
having  been  transmitted  to  your  office  without  appeal,  the  then  Com- 
missioner, by  letter  of  May  18,  1889,  addressed  to  the  local  officers, 
affirmed  their  action,  and  stated  that  the  homestead  entries  of  Harris 
would  be  passed  to  examination  for  patent. 

The  railroad  company  then  appealed  from  that  part  of  this  decision 
of  your  office  which  related  to  the  land  in  the  odd  section,  and  it43  api)eal 
is  now  before  me  for  consideration.  The  facts  of  the  case  are  not  con- 
tested, and  are  substantially  as  above  stated. 

The  railroad  company,  in  presenting  its  appeal,  contends,  in  effect^ 

hat  the  land  in  question,  at  the  time  of  the  definite  location  of  its  road 

in  1882,  was  public  land ,  ^'not  reserved,  sold,  granted,  or  otherwise 

appropriated,  and  was  free  from  pre-emptions  or  other  claims  or  rights/' 

and  consequently  inured  to  its  grant. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  Harris — May  1,  1880, — changed  his 
pre-emption  filing  and  made  homestead  entry  of  that  part  which  em- 
braced the  land  in  the  even  section.  In  so  doing,  he  abandoned  his 
filing  for  the  land  in  the  odd  as  well  as  that  in  the  even  section^  and 
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exhausted  his  rights  and  privileges  under  the  pre-emption  )aw.  This 
principle  is  established  by  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  case 
of  Nix  V.  Allen  (U2  U.  S.,  129),  and  by  this  Department  in  the  cases  of 
Orrin  C.  Bashaw  (6  L.  D.,  570),  (3ayce  v.  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain 
B.  B.  Co.  (id.,  35G,  and  on  review  in  7  L.  D.,  205),  Neilson  v.  Northern 
Pacific  B.  B.  Co.  (9  L.  D.,  402),  and  John  0.  Hone  (10  L.  D.,  493). 

But  Harris  bases  his  riglit  to  this  land  on  his  additional  homestead 
entry,  made  May  21,  1883,  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1879  (20  Stats., 
472).    This  act  provides  that  from  and  after  its  passage — 

the  even  sections  within  the  limits  of  any  grant  of  public  lands  to  any  railroad  .... 
shaU  be  open  to  settlers  nnder  the  homestead  laws  to  the  extent  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  each  settler;  and  any  person  who  has,  under  existing  laws,  taken  a 
homestead  on  any  even  section  within  the  limits  of  any  railroad,  ....  and  who, 
by  existing  laws  shall  have  been  restricted  to  eighty  acres,  may  enter  under  the 
homestead  laws  an  addicional  eighty  acres,  adjoining  the  laud  embraced  in  his 
orij^inal  entry,  if  such  additional  land  be  subject  to  entry. 

The  case  of  Harris  does  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  that  part 
of  this  law  which  relates  to  additional  homesteads.  At  the  time  of  its 
passage  he  had  no  original  homestead  on  which  to  base  an  additional. 
May  1,  1880,  he  abandoned  his  pre-emption  filing  as  above  stated,  and 
voluntarily  made  a  homestead  entry  of  eighty  acres  of  land  in  an  even 
section.  He  could  as  readily  made  an  entry  at  that  time  of  a  hundred 
and  sixty  acres;  the  act  of  March  3, 1879,  authorized  it,  and  the  claim- 
ant was  not  restricted  to  eighty  acres  in  the  even  sections.  His  mak- 
ing a  homestead  of  eighty  acres  was  his  own  act,  and  it  exhausted  his 
rights  under  the  homestead  law  as  he  had  previously  exhausted  those 
rights  nnder  the  pre  einption  law.  His  application  for  an  additional 
May  21,  1883,  was  unlawful  and  was  made  after  the  rights  of  the  rail- 
road company  attached  by  reason  of  the  definite  location  of  its  road. 

His  final  proof  shows  that  he  continued  to  occupy  and  cultivate  the  . 
land  in  the  odd  section,  but  after  May  1, 1880,  his  actual  residence  was 
limited  to  his  original  homestead  entry  of  the  land  in  the  even  section, 
and  if  thereafter  be  continued  to  occupy  the  land  in  the  odd  section,  it 
was  occupation  without  the  sanction  of  law,  and  not  such  as  could  ripen 
into  title  under, the  recent  decisio  ns  of  this  Department.  In  the  case 
of  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  v.  Potter  et  al.  (11  L.  D.,  531), 
was  lield  that — 

where  possession  or  occupation  alone  at  the  time  tlie  railroad  rights  attnch  are 
relied  on  to  except  the  land  from  the  grant,  it  must  affirmatively  appear  that  the 
party  in  such  possession  had  the  right  at  that  time  to  assert  a  claim  to  the  lauds  in 
question  nnder  the  settlement  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Tour  office,  in  rendering  its  decision  in  this  case,  further  held  that 
the  railroad  company,  having  asserted  no  claim  to  the  laud  in  question, 
and  having  failed  to  appear  under  the  published  notice  and  contest  the 
claim  of  Harris,  waived  its  right  to  appear  aind  contest  now,  and  in  sup- 
port of  this  ruling  referred  to  the  case  of  Brady  v.  Southern  Pacific 
Bailroad  Company  (5  L.  D.,  407). 
17581— vol  12 23 
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Tbe  land  in  the  Brady  case  is  within  the  indeniuity  limits  of  the  grant 
to  the  railroad  company,  and  had  not  been  selected  by  the  company  at 
the  time  that  Brady's  rights  thereto  attached.  On  Brady's  giving  pub- 
lished notice  of  his  intiMitiou  to  make  final  proof,  the  company  failed  to 
appear  and  contest  his  right  to  the  land,  and  therenpon,  this  Depart- 
ment held,  in  sabstance,  that  the  failure  of  the  company  to  appear 
waived  its  right  to  assert  its  claim,  and  that  the  ruling  in  favor  of 
Brady  must  be  regarded  as  final  and  conclusive. 

But,  in  the  later  case  of  Bandolph  v.  Northern  Pacific  Eailroad  Gom- 
X>any  (9  L.  D.,  410),  the  land  in  contest  is  within  the  primary  limits  of 
the  grant  to  said  company  and  the  title  thereto  became  ^^  vested  "  in 
said  company  on  the  definite  location  of  its  line  of  road,  which  was 
prior,  in  point  of  time,  to  the  claim  of  Bandolph.  When  Bandolph 
gave  published  notice  of  his  purpose  to  make  final  proof,  the  company 
failed  to  appear  and  contest  his  right,  and  it  was,  in  substance,  held  by 
this  Department  that  the  company  in  failing  to  appear  waived  its  right 
to  deny  the  facts  established  by  the  final  proof  ^  but,  as  it  appeared 
from  the  record  that  the  land  passed  under  the  grant  to  the  company 
by  reason  of  the  definite  location  of  its  road,  and  became  a  ^'  vested 
right "  before  Randolph's  rights  attached,  the  land  should  be  awarded  to 
the  company,  notwithstanding  the  failure  of  said  company  to  appear 
and  contest. 

The  case  under  coiisideration  is  very  similar  to  that  of  Bandolph, 
and,  under  the  ruling  of  the  Department  in  the  Bandolph  case,  the 
right  of  the  railroad  company  to  the  land  in  question  is  superior  to  that 
of  Harris,  and  bein^i^  a  ^'  vested  right "  the  land  inured  to  the  companyi 
notwithstanding  its  failure  to  appear  and  contest  the  claims  of  Harris. 

The  decision  of  your  ofiice  is  hereby  reversed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT-STATJE  L.EGI8LATION~ JURISDICTION. 

Bo  WE  V.  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  By.  Co. 

Tbe  State  act  of  March  1 ,  1877,  did  not  take  effect  apon  lands  to  which  title  had  been 
perfected,  prior  thereto,  in  the  company,  and  a  sabseqaent  reconveyance  of  anch 
landH  by  the  State  would  not  invest  the  Department  with  jurisdiction  over  the 
same. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  April  10, 

1891. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  James  Bowe  from  your  office  decision  of  April 
G,  1889,  in  the  case  of  said  Bowe  v.  The  St.  Paal,  Minneapoh's  and 
Manitoba  Bailway  Company,  rejecting  his  claim  to  the  S.  ^  NE.  ^,  the 
NE.  J  SE.  i,  and  lots  8  and  10,  Sec,  35,  T.  161  N.,  B.  49  W.,  Orockston, 
Minnesota. 

It  appears  that  the  tracts  described  are  within  "  the  ten  mile  (granted) 
limits  "  of  said  company,  St.yiucent  extension,  that  they  were  "  selected'' 
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Kovember  23, 1873,  that  ^^  the  selection  was  approved  atid  the  lands 
certified  on  account  of  tbe  grant  April  30, 1874,''  that  tbey  were  patented 
to  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  the  company  January  14,  1875,  and  con- 
veyed by  the  State  to  the  company  February  23,  1877,  that  Eowe, 
allefl^ing  settlement,  improvement  and  continuous  residence  on  the  land 
since  1872,  inquired  by  letter,  dated  November  30, 1887,  to  your  office 
"  how  to  proceed  to  acquire  title"  thereto,  that  your  office  in  reply  sug- 
gested by  letter  to  Bowe,  dated  January  18,  1888,  that  he  file  in  the 
local  office,  corroborated  affidavit  setting  out  the  facts  respectiug  his 
claim,  that  such  affidavit  so  filed  was  transmitted,  February  16,  1888, 
to  your  office  whence  by  letter  dated  February  25, 1888,  it  was  forwarded 
'^  to  the  Governor  of  Minnesota  with  a  view  to  consideration  by  him  of 
the  party's  rights  under  the  State  law  of  March  1, 1877,  and  such  action 
as  he  might  deem  proper  under  the  circumstances,"  that  thereupon  the 
executive  department  of  S4iid  State  by  letter  dated  April  21, 1888,  sent 
to  your  office  a  deed  dated  April  13,  1888,  executed  by  the  governor  of 
said  State,  recouveying  the  tracts  involved  to  the  United  States  for  the 
benefit  of  Bowe;  that  by  letter  dated  January  12, 1889,  addressed  to 
the  Governor,  your  office  called  attention  to  the  said  conveyance  by  the 
State  to  the  company,  prior  to  the  date  of  the  State  act  of  1877,  and  in- 
quired if  the  land  had  been  reconvesed  by  the  company  to  the  State, 
and  that  by  letter  dated  January  22,  1889,  the  auditor  of  said  State 
replied  that — 

tile  rolinquishmeQt  executed  by  the  State  ander  the  provisions  of  See.  10,  of  Chap. 
201,  special  laws  of  Mlnuesota  for  the  year  1877,  was  liiade  in  order  that  the  claimant 
might  obtain  a  standing  in  court.  It  was  not  expected  here  that  it  would  determine 
or  terminate  the  rights  of  the  Manitoba  railway,  formerly  the  St.  Paul  &  Pacific, 
as  the  federal  law  will  be  invoked  to  adjudicate  the  difi'ereucos  between  the  settler 
tier  and  the  company. 

Howe's  affidavit  and  accompanying  papers  being  returned  by  the 
auditor's  letter,  your  office,  by  the  decision  appealed  from,  held  in  effect 
that,  under  the  departmental  decision  of  March  15,  1889,  in  the  similar 
case  of  Herbrauson  v,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  r<ailway 
company,  not  reported,  the  said  conveyance  by  the  State  to  the  com- 
pany, prior  to  the  State  act  invalidated  its  subsequent  reconveyance  to 
the  United  States  and  divested  the  Land  Department  of  jurisdiction  in 
tbe  premises. 

The  said  act  of  the  State  Legislature  provides : 

Sec.  10.  The  Saint  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company  or  any  company  or  corpo- 
ration taking  the  benefits  of  this  act,  shall  not  in  any  manner,  directly  or  indirectly, 
acquire  or  become  seized  of  any  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  or  demand  in  or  to  any 
piece  or  parcel  of  land  lying  and  being  within  the  granted  or  indemnity  limits  of  sai<l 
branch  lines  of  road,  to  which  legal  and  full  title  has  not  been  perfected  in  said 
Saint  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad  company,  or  their  successors  or  assigns,  upon  whicb 
any  person  or  persons  have  in  good  faith  settled  and  made  or  acquired  valuable 
improvements  thereon,  on  or  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  upon  any  of  said 
lands  upon  which  has  been  filed  any  valid  pre-emption   or  homestead   filing  or 
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entry — not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  any  one  actaal  settler;  and  the 
Governorof  this  State  Hball  deed  and  relinquish  to  the  United  States  all  pieces  or 
parcels  of  said  land*)  so  settled  upon  hy  any  and  all  actual  settlers  as  aforesaid,  to 
the  end  that  all  such  actual  settlers  may  acquire  title  to  the  lands  upon  which  they 
actually  reside,  from  the  United  States,  as  homesteads  or  otherwise,  and  upon  the 
acceptance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  hy  said  company,  it  shall  be  deemed  by  the 
Governor  of  this  State  as  a  relinquishment  by  said  company  of  all  saoh  lands  so  occo- 
pied  by  such  actual  settlors;  and  in  deeding  to  the  United  States  snch  lauds,  the 
Governor  shall  receive  as  prima  facie  evidence,  of  actual  settlement  on  said  lands,  the 
testimony  and  evidence  or  copies  thereof,  heretofore  or  which  may  be  hereafter  taken 
in  cases  before  the  local  United  States  land  offices,  and  decided  in  favor  of  snch  set- 
tlers. 

The  record,  as  heretofore  outlined,  shows  that  by  the  State's  convey- 
ance to  the  company,  title  to  the  tracts  in  question  had  been  prior  to 
its  passage  ^'perfected"  within  the  meaninp^  of  the  act  referred  to. 
Said  title  having  so  passed  the  subsequent  reconveyance  by  the  State, 
was  without  effect.  It  follows  that  for  want  of  jurisdiction  the  claim 
of  liowe  can  not  be  considered.    The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTRY  -APPROXIMATION. 

James  Hanna. 

An  entry  containing  an  excess  over  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  may  stand,  where  it 
approximates  such  area  as  nearly  as  may  be  without  destroying  the  contiguity  of 
the  tracts  embraced  therein. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office,  April  10, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  James  Hanna  on  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  your  office  of  August  8, 1889,  suspending  his  homestead  entiy 
No.22Cl,of  the  W^  SWJ,  the  SW^  NW  J  Sec. 9,  lot  4  Sec.  8, and  lot  1 
Sec.  17,  T.  159  F.,  K.  70  W.,  DeviPs  Lake  land  district,  North  Dakota. 

It  ap])ears  from  the  record  that  he  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
ment No.  1523  for  this  land,  November  2G,  188i,  alleging  settlement 
August  24, 1881,  and  transmuted  his  filing  to  homestead  entry  No.  2261, 
February  2, 1888.  The  W  i  of  the  S  W  ^  Sec.  9  contains  the  usual  eighty, 
the  SW  i  NW  J  of  same  section  the  usual  forty  acres;  lot  4 Sec.  8  con- 
tains 18.20  acres,  and  lotl  Sec.  17  34.20 acres:  total  172.40  acres,  being 
an  excess  of  12.40  acres  cover  a  regular  quarter  section  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres. 

In  view  of  this  excess,  your  office,  b^'  letter  "  C  dated  August  8, 
1889,  directed  the  local  officers  to  notify  the  claimant  ''  that  he  will  be 
allowed  sixty  days  within  which  to  elect  which  contiguous  tracts  he 
will  retain,  and  approximate  his  entry  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres." 

In  presenting  an  appeal  from  said  decision  to  this  Department,  the 
api)ellant  filed  an  affidavit  in  which  he  alleges,  in  substance,  that  he 
settled  upon  the  land  in  August  1884,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since ; 
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tliat  his  iroprovements  thereon  are  valuable,  and  that  it  would  oi>erate 
greatly  to  his  injury  if  required  to  relinquish  any  tract  or  tracts  in  his 
entry ;  that  he  is  a  poor  man  and  has  no  other  land  ^  that  he  acted  in 
good  faith  and  has  paid  for  the  excess ;  that  it  is  impossible  to  approx- 
imate his  entry  nearer  to  the  standard  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
than  it  is  at  present  wittiout  breaking  its  contiguity,  and  therefore  asks 
that  said  entry  be  allowed  to  remain  intact. 

The  rule  bearing  upon  the  question  involved  in  this  api)eal  is  found 
In  the  case  of  Henry  P.  Sayles  (2  L.  D.,  88),  wherein  it  was  held  "  that 
'Where  the  excess  above  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  less  than  the 
deficiency  would  be  should  a  subdivision  be  excluded  from  the  entry, 
the  excess  may  be  included,  and  the  contrary  when  the  excess  is  greater 
than  the  deficiency."  This  rule  is  sustained  by  the  more  recent  deci- 
sions in  the  cases  of  J.  B.  Burns  (7  L.  D.,  20),  and  Benjamin  G.Wilson 
(10  L.  D.,  524). 

The  excess  of  Hanna's  entry  above  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  as 
has  been  stated,  is  12.40  acres.  To  relinquish  his  smallest  subdivision 
(lot  4  Sec.  8)  of  18.20  acres,  would  reduce  his  entry  to  164.20  acres,  or 
5.80  acres  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  But  it  appears  from 
a  diagram  filed  by  the  claimant  with  his  appeal  that  the  efiect  of  re- 
linquishing this  subdivision  would  be  to  cutofl:'lot  1  Sec.  17  from  other 
tracts  in  his  entry,  and  thus  break  its  contiguity;  to  relinquish  the 
smallest  subdivision  is  therefore  impracticable.  The  next  smallest  sub- 
division (lot  1  Sec.  17)  contains  34.20  acres.  To  relinquish  this  tract 
would  reduce  the  entry  from  172.40  to  138.20  acres,  or  21.80  acres  less 
than  a  regular  quarter  section;  that  is,  9.40  acres  more  below  the  stand- 
ard of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  than  the  present  excess  is  above. 

From  this  preseutatioir  of  the  case,  the  entry  as  allowed  by  the  local 
officers,  and  containing  172.40  acres,  approxiniates  as  near  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  as  it  can  be  made  to  approximate  by  relinquishing 
either  of  the  subdivisions  in  said  entry  without  impairing  its  contiguity. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  reversed. 


nrDIAN  LANDS— ALLOTMENT— ACT  OF  MAT  83,  ISTS. 

Citizen  Band  of  Pottawatomies. 

Allotments  to  the  Citizen  band  of  Pottawatomie  Indians,  based  on  selections  nnder 
the  act  of  1872,  that  were  made  prior  to  the  ratification  of  the  a^rcenioDt  of  June 
25, 1890,  and  duly  authorized  by  law*and  the  exjiress  anthority  of  the  President, 
may  be  perfected,  notwithstanding  the  act  of  March  3, 1891. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  March  27,  1801. 

In  reply  to  yoar  inquiry  of  the  17th  instant,  in  reference  to  cerUiiu 
selections  of  allotments  made  by  the  Citizen  Band  of  Pottawatomie 
IndianBy  with  a  request  for  my  opinion  upon  the  questions  therein  pre- 
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seuted,  I  have  to  say  that  I  submitted  the  subject-matter  to  the  Assist- 
ant Attoruey-Geueral,  aud  herewith  send  you  copy  of  his  opiuion,  in 
which  I  coucur. 

The  selections  already  made  when  the  agreement  was  ratified  were 
authorized  by  law  and  the  express  authority  of  the  President,  and  may 
be  perfected  notwithstanding  the  act  of  March  3, 1891. 

Your  action,  therefore,  will  be  in  accordance  with  this  determination. 

OPINION. 

Assistant  Attorney- Oeneral  Shields  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ^  March 

26, 1891. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  of  Acting 
Secretary  Chandler,  of  the  letter  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  of  March  17, 1891,  in  reference  to  certain  selections  of  allotments 
made  by  the  members  of  the  Citizen  band  of  Pottawatomie  Indians, 
with  a  request  for  my  opinion  upon  the  questions  therein  presented. 

The  act  of  May  23, 1872  (17  Stat,  159)  provided  for  the  allotment  of 
lands  to  the  members  of  the  Citizen  band  of  Pottawatomie  Indians. 
After  the  passage  of  the  allotment  act  of  February  8,  1887  (24  Stat., 
388)  a  question  arose  as  to  the  rights  of  members  of  this  band  of  Indians 
under  that  act.  In  an  opinion  submitted  by  me  on  June  11, 1890  (11 
L.  D.,  104)  I  reached  the  conclusion  that  but  for  an  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  July  12, 1889,  they  might  have  taken  under  either  of  said  acts 
at  their  election  but  that  *'  until  authority  is  given  by  the  President  to 
allow  said  applicants  to  receive  allotments  under  said  act  of  1872,  in  my 
judgment,  they  caiT  not  be  allowed  to  take  allotments  thereunder." 
This  opinion  was  adopted  by  the  Department  and  the  matter  was,  by 
letter  of  July  10, 1890  (Ind.  Div.  66,  p.  77)  referred  to  the  President 
with  the  request  that  he  give  these  Indians  authority  to  elect  which  of 
said  acts  they  would  take  allotments  under.  The  President,  under 
date  of  July  11, 1890,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  granted  such  authority.  An  agreement  was  made  on 
June  25, 1890,  between  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
and  this  band  of  Indians,  whereby  said  Indians  agreed  to  relinquish  all 
claims  to  certain  tracts  of  land  therein  described.  In  article  2  of  this 
agreement,  it  was  said  that  certain  allotments  had  been  and  were  then 
being  made  to  said  Indians  under  the  act  of  February  8, 1887,  and  it 
was  agreed  ^'  that  all  such  allotments  so  made  shall  be  confirmed — all 
in  process  of  being  made  shall  be  completed  and  confirmed,  and  all  to 
be  made  shall  be  made  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  to  per- 
sons, location  and  area,  as  those  heretofore  made,  and  when  made  shall 
be  confirmed/'  and  it  was  provided  that  all  such  allotments  should  be 
taken  on  or  before  February  8,  1891,  at  which  time  any  right  to  allo^ 
ment  should  be  deemed  waived.    By  section  8  of  the  Indian  appropria- 
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tiouact,  approved  Marcb  3, 1891,  this  agreement  was  ratified  uud  con- 
firmed and  by  section  11,  it  was  provided : 

That  any  of  said  Citizen  Pottawotamie  Indians  Who  have  not  yet  selooted  allot- 
ments may  make  snch  selections  anywhere  within  the  thirty-mile  square  trsict  of 
land  in  said  agreement  deserihed,.  not  already  selected  or  occupied  in  quantities  as 
therein  provided,  And  proi^ided  further f  That  such  selections  may  be  made  at  any 
time  within  thirty  days  after  the  approval  of  this  act»  and  not  thereafter* 

The  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  his  letter  of  March  17, 
189  Ij  divides  applications  for  allotments  under  the  act  of  1872  into  several 
classes  with  reference  to  the  progress  that  had  been  made  towards  the 
issuance  of  certificates  thereunder,  but  says  in  conclusion : 

In  all  the  foregoing  cases  selections  were  made  by  the  parties  before  the  ratification 
of  the  agreement. 

The  question  now  arises  Whether  their  selections  can  be  completed  by  the  issuance 
of  certificates,  or  whether  action  in  the  matter  of  these  selections  is  prevented  by  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1691,  ratifying  the  agreement  with  the  Pultaw atomies. 

The  selections  thus  made  were,  when  made,  authorized  by  law  and 
the  express  authority  of  the  President.  The  right  to  these  allotments 
was  initiated  by  the  selection  and  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  perfected, 
unless  such  action  be  clearly  prohibited  by  said  a<;t  of  March  3,  1891. 
I  find  no  such  inhibition  iu  that  act  and  must  therefore  conclude  that 
the  selections  iu  question  should  be  allowed  to  be  duly  completed. 


rN^DIAK  LAin>S—AT^LOTMENT— SCHOOL   8JECTIOXS. 

Maby  McCoy. 

The  right  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  to  receive  in  allotment  lands  on  which  thoy 
had  made  valuable  improvements  prior  to  the  ratification  of  the  agreement  of 
Jnne  12,  1890,  extends  to  lands  in  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  April  8, 1891. 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  23rd  instant,  iu 
which  you  refer  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Mary  McCoy,  who  claims  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians  in  Oklahoma,  and  who 
states  that  she  has  for  several  years  been  improving  a  piece  of  land  on 
the  North  Canadian  Biver  within  the  reservation,  being  in  section  16, 
town  10,  range  4,  E. 

You  call  my  attention  to  article  II  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  agreement, 
ratified  by  act  of  February  13,  1891,  which  provides  for  the  allotment 
to  these  Indians  '*Anywhere  in  the  tract  of  country  hereinbefore  de- 
scribed, except  in  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six  iu  each  Congressional 
Towuship,"' etc.,  and  to  article  VI  of  said  agreement  which  permits  any 
citizen  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  nation  who  shall  have  made  and  owns  valu- 
able improvements  on  any  lands  in  said  reservation,  he  or  she  shall 
have  the  preference  over  any  other  citizen  of  said  natiou  to  take  his 
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or  her  allotments  so  Jia  to  embrace  said  improvements,  provided  they 
shaU  be  limited  as  hereinbefore  provided,  as  to  boundaries  and  area. 

After  consideration  of  the  question  presented  1  am  of  opinion  that 
whore  a  citizen  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  nation  has,  prior  to  the  ratification 
of  this  agreement,  made'^ud  owns  valuable  improvements  on  either 
sections  sixteen  and  thirty  six  in  said  reservation,  he  or  she  shall  have 
the  right  to  take  his  or  her  allotments  so  as  to  embrace  said  improve- 
ments, provided  they  shall  be  limited  as  to  boundaries  and  area,  as  de- 
fined in  article  II  of  said  agreement. 

You  will  please  instruct  the  allotting  agents  accordingly^. 


right  of  way— act  of  march  3,  1875. 
Wadena  and  Park  Bapids  R.  R.  Oo. 

The  length  of  each  section  of  road  ehouhl  be  stated  in  the  affidavit  and  certificate 
accoinpanyiug  a  map  submitted  for  approval  under  the  right  of  way  act. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office,  April  11,  189h 

Witb  departmental  letter  of  the  3rd  ultimo,  I  returned  to  yon  two  maps 
showing  tlie  definite  location  of  sections  of  tlie  Wadena  and  Park  Eapids 
Railroad  Company's  line  of  road,  filed  under  right  of  wa^^  act  of  March 
3,  1875  and  submitted  with  your  letter  of  February  12,  last.  They 
were  not  approved  because  the  length  of  the  sections  of  road  was  not 
given. 

The  maps  re-submitted  with  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  are  again 
returned  herewith  without  approval  as  the  defects  have  not  been  satis- 
factorily cured. 

The  length  of  each  section  of  road,  the  approval  of  the  map  of  which 
is  desired  under  the  above  act,  should  be  stated  in  the  affidavit  and 
certificate  attached  to  the  map  in  accordance  with  the  form  prescribed 
in  the  regulations  under  the  act.  Tliis  has  not  been  done  in  this  case. 
When  the  omissions  have  been  supplied,  the  maps  will  be  considered. 

It  is  not  suffi<*ient  that  the  length  of  the  sections  is  inserted  in  the 
body  of  the  map. 
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PHE-EMPTION-TRANSMUTATION-ACT  OF  MARCH  «,  1888. 

Lewis  Jones. 

A  pre-emptor  whose  claim  was  dniy  initiated  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March 
2,  1889,  is  entitled,  nnder  section  2  of  said  act  to  transmute  his  filing  to  a  home- 
stead entry. 

First  AsHstant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office j  April  11,  1891. 

I  havecoDsidered  the  case  of  Lewis  Jones  on  appeal  from  tlie  decision 
of  your  ofiQce  of  January  15,  1890,  rejecting  his  application  to  trans- 
mute his  preemption  filing  No.  15,012,  for  the  SW^  Sec.  34,  T.  13  S., 
E.  25  W.,  Wakeeney  land  district,  Kansas,  to  homestead  entry,  under 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1889  (25  Stat,  854). 

This  application,  made  to  the  local  officers  December  11, 1889,  was 
rejected  by  them  for  the  reason  that  the  records  and  the  pre-etnption 
declaratory  statement  No.  15,012,  filed  March  27,  1887,  show  that  the 
applicant  settled  upon  this  land  March  2, 1889,  and  not  prior  thereto. 

On  ap|>eal,  your  office  affirmed  this  ruling  of  the  local  officers,  and 
the  claimant,  in  appealing  to  this  Department,  filed  an  affidavit,  bear- 
ing date  December  11,  1889,  in  which  he  explained  that  an  error  had 
been  committed  in  making  out  his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement; 
that  he  was  sick  at  the  time  and  not  able  to  give  the  business  his  i>er- 
sonal  attention ;  that  a  neighbor  carried  his  papers  to  an  attorney  to 
make  out  the  proper  application,  and,  through  error,  the  day  of  settle- 
ment was  stated  as  March  2,  1889,  instead  of  February  27,  1889,  In 
his  said  affidavit  the  claimant  averred  that  his  improvements  on  said 
land,  consisting  of  a  house  sixteen  by  twenty  feet,  a  stable,  and  a  well 
of  water,  estimated  in  value  at  $95,  had  all  been  completed  prior  to  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1889;  that  he  and  his  family  moved  into  the  house  built  on 
this  land,  with  their  household  goods  and  chattels,  on  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1889,  and  that  they  had  resided  there  continuously  ever  since; 
that  in  addition  to  the  improvements  above  mentioned,  he  had  at  the 
time  of  making  his  affidavit  about  forty  acres  of  the  land  broken. 
These  averments  of  the  claimant  are  corroborated  by  two  witnesses, 
and  the  attorney  who  prepared  the  pre-emption  papers  of  claimant  filed 
a  separate  affidavit,  in  which  he  explains  how  the  error  in  the  date  of 
settlement  occurred. 

On  the  testimony  presented  in  these  affidavits,  he  asks  to  have  the 
error  corrected  and  his  application  to  transmute  his  pre-emption  tiling 
to  a  homestead  entry  allowed. 

No  adverse  claim  has  been  filed,  and  the  statements  made  in  the 
above-mentioned  affidavits  are  not  controverted.  The  day  of  settle- 
ment should  therefore  be  corrected  and  made  to  date  from  February 
27,1889. 
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Under  the  secoiul  sectiou  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1889  (25  Stat.,  854) 
it  ia  provided : 

that  all  pre-emption  settlers  upon  the  pablio  lands  whose  claims  have  been  initiated 
prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  may  chauge  snoh  entries  to  homestead  entries,  and 
proceed  to  perfect  their  titles  to  their  respective  claims  under  the  homestead  law, 
notwithstanding  they  may  have  heretofore  had  the  benefit  of  such  law. 

In  the  case  of  James  Barry  (10  L.  D.,  634),  this  Department,  in  con- 
straing  that  part  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889,  referred  to,  used  the  fol- 
lowing language : 

Under  the  legislation  with  respect  to  homesteads  and  pre-emptions  as  it  stood 
I^rior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  %  1889,  a  settler  was  entitled  to  take  a  claim 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  nnder  each  law,  and  thus  gain  title  to  three  hundrefl 
and  twenty  acres  of  land.  Under  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  pre-emptors  within  the 
proviso  under  discussion  are  entitled  to  transmute  their  claims  into  homestead  entries, 
althongh  they  may  have  perfect-ed  one  entry  under  the  homestead  law. 

'From  the  evidence  found  among  the  papers  in  the  case,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  Lewis  Jones  initiated  his  pre-emption  filing  for  the  land 
in  question  prior  to  the  passage  and  approval  of  the  act  of  March  2^ 
1889,  and  should  be  allowed  to  transmute  his  pre-emption  filing  to  home- 
stead entry. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  reversed. 


WAGON  ROAD  GRANT-SETTL.EMENT  CtiAIM. 

Oregon  Central  Military  Wagon'  Eoad  Co.  v.  Canter. 

A  claim  based  upon  settlement  and  residence,  existing  when  the  wagon  road  grant 
of  July  2, 1864,  became  effective,  excepts  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  oper- 
ation of  said  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  April 

13,  1891. 

ThTs  record  presents  the  appeal  of  the  Oregon  Central  Military  Wagon 
Road  Co.,  from  your  office  decision  of  October  18, 1889,  in  the  case  of 
said  company  against  Alexander  F.  Canter,  involving  the  S.  i  SE.  i 
and  SE.  J  SW.  J,  Sec,  3,  T.  30  S.  R.  46  B.,  Lakeview,  Oregon. 

These  tracts  are,  as  stated  by  your  office,  within  "the  three  mile 
granted  limits  of  the  grant  by  the  act  of  July  2, 18G4  (13  Stat,  355),  the 
right  of  which  atta*ched  ^  February  28, 1870,  upon  the  filing  by  said  com- 
pany of  the  map  showingthe  definite  location  of  its  road. 

On  February  28,  1874,  Canter,  alleging  settlement  June  15,  1S73, 
filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  including  said  tracts,  an<l  tijo 
NE.  J  NE.  i  of  Sec.  10,  in  the  said  township.  He  tramsmuted  said  fil- 
ing to  homestead  entry  May  15,  1880,  and  made  final  proof  before  the 
deputy  clerk  of  the  county  court  December  10,  1883,  upon  which  final 
certificate  was  issued  January  IG,  1881, 
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On  October  18,  1889,  yonr  ofiBce  examined  the  ease  and  rejected  the 
coiupauy's  claim  to  the  land  involved. 

The  company  appeals  from  this  action. 

It  api^ears  from  Canter's  proof  that  he  made  settlement  and  estab- 
lished residence  on  the  land  Jaly  1,  1864,  that  with  his  wife  and  five 
children,  he  has  lived  thereon  continaonsly  and  that  his  improvementH, 
valued  at  $4000  comprise  a  house  twenty-four  by  twenty-four  feet, 
^^  outhouses,  corrals,  fencing,  &c.,  Ac,"  and  about  thirty  acres  culti- 
vated for  fifteen  years. 

The  act  of  1874,  supra^  grants  to  the  State  of  Oregon  to  aid  in  the 
constrnction  of  a  military  wagon  road  between  specified  points  <*  alter- 
nate sections  of  public  lands  designated  by  odd  numbers  for  three  sec- 
tions in  width  on  each  side  of  said  road,"  with  the  proviso  that  ^'  any 
and  all  lands  heretofore  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  act  of  Con- 
gress or  other  competent  authority  be  and  the  same  are  reserved  from 
the  operation  of  this  act." 

By  the  act  of  December  26, 1866  (14  Stat.,  374)  supra^  the  said  grant 
was  amended  as  follows : 

That  there  be,  and  is  hereby  granted  to  said  State,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  snch 
odd  sections  or  parts  of  odd  sections  not  reserved  or  otherwise  legally  appropriated, 
within  six  miles  on  each  side  of  said  road,  to  be  selected  by  the  surveyor-general  of 
said  State,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  supply  any  deficiency  in  the  quantity  of  said  grant 
as  described,  occasioned  by  any  lands  sold  or  reserved,  or  to  which  the  rights  of  pre- 
emption or  homestead  have  attached,  or  which  for  any  reason  were  not  subject  to 
said  grant  within  the  limits  designated  in  said  act. 

Your  office  found  that  when  the  company's  right  attached  on  the 
definite  location  of  its  road,  the  land  was  covered  by  Canter's  ^<  pre- 
emption claim"  and  that,  consequently,  under  the  '^  terms  of  the  amenda- 
tory act  of  December  26, 1866  (14  Stat.,  374),"  it  was  excepted  from  the 
grant. 

Counsel  for  the  appellant  insist  that  the  land  passed  with  the  grant 
under  the  act  of  1864,  because  that  act  did  not  except  either  the  claim 
oi  the  right  of  a  pre-emptor  therefrom,  and  that  it  so  passed  under  the 
act  of  1866,  because  the  claim  of  Canter  was  not  a  pre-emptive  right, 
and  also,  conceding  such  claim  to  be  a  pre-emptive  right,  because  Can- 
ter is  bound  by  the  date  of  settlement  alleged  in  his  declaratory  state- 
ment, and  such  date  is  subsequent  to  the  attachment  of  the  company's 
rights  on  deAuite  location. 

In  the  case  of  the  Willamette  Valley  Wagon  Road  company  v.  Mor- 
ton (10  L.  D.,  456),  involving  land  in  Oregon,  the  Department  considered 
the  wagon  road  grant  to  Stiid  State  by  the  act  of  July  5,  1866  (14  Stat., 
89).  This  grant  was  of  *' alternate  sections  of  public  lands  designated 
by  odd  numbers  three  sections  per  mile,  to  be  selected  within  six  miles 
of  said  road,"  and  was  made  subject  to  the  same  words  of  exception 
heretofore  quoted  from  the  act  of  1864,  supra. 

It  was  held  in  the  case  cited  that  the  grant  by  the  act  of  July  5, 1866^ 
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suprttj  being  one  of  quantity  to  be  selected  within  specified  limits,  the 
company's  right  to  a  specific  tract  did  not  attach  until  selection. 

The  defendant,  Morton,  settled  on  the  land  involved  in  that  case, 
February  16,  1880,  and  made  homestead  entry,  December  14,  1883. 
After  his  settlement  he  continued  to  reside  upon  and  improve  the  tract 
until  February  1,  1887,  when  he  made  final  entry  therefor.  The  tract 
was  within  the  limits  of  a  withdrawal  ordered  in  June,  1883,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  grant  and  the  company  applied  to  select  it  in  June,  1884. 
The  Department  in  affirming  the  action  of  your  office  rejecting  such 
application  ruled  expressly  that  the  land  being  vacant  when  Morton 
settled  thereon,  his  settlement  right  then  attached  and  while  such  right 
continued  the  land  was  excepted  from  the  withdrawal  and  the  grant. 

In  this  case  the  land  in  question  was  vacant  when  Canter  made  his 
settlement  thereon  and  the  record  shows  that  his  inhabitancy  continued 
up  to  and  at  the  time  when  the  company  filed  its  definite  location.  The 
excepting  clause  being  the  same  in  the  respective  grants,  the  case  at 
bar  is,  so  £»*  as  the  issue  presented  is  concerned,  identical  with  that 
cited  in  that  Canter's  claim,  like  that  of  Morton,  was  at  the  time  when 
the  grant  became  effective,  based  solely  upon  settlement  and  residence. 

I  must  accordingly  find  that  this  land  was  excepted  from  the  grant 
of  1864,  supra^  by  Canter's  settlement  and  residence  and  that  his  entry, 
if  in  other  respects  regular,  should  be  passed  to  patent. 

This  disposition  of  the  case  renders  it  unnecessary  to  discuss  the 
other  questions  so  ably  argued  by  counsel. 

The  decision  appealed  irom  is  affirmed. 


Nil  Despebandum  Placer. 

Motion  for  the  review  of  the  departmental  decision  rendered,  in  the 
case  above  entitled,  February  20,  1890, 10  L.  D.,  198,  denied  by  Secre- 
tary Noble,  April  13,  1891. 

PRIVATK  CLAIM— SURVEY— PRACTICE— REVIEW. 

Pueblo  of  Monterey. 

In  determining  the  boundaries  of  a  private  claim  the  lan^age  of  the  decree  of  con- 
firmation must  be  accepted,  and  followed,  nnless  it  is  so  ambiguous  as  to  require 
extraneous  aid  to  show  its  meaning. 

The  re-review  of  a  departmental  decision  is  only  granted  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances, and  on  special  application  therefor,  and  can  not  be  secured  indirectly 
through  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  case. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  CommissioTier  of  the  Oei^eral  Land  Office^  April  13, 

1891. 

The  matter  of  the  sarvey  of  the  Pueblo  lands  of  Monterey,  Califor- 
nia, was  before  this  Departinen  t  for  the  second  time  in  1887 ;  and  on  Octo- 
ber  4,  of  that  year  the  official  sur\t)y  of  tracts  Nos.  1  and  2,  as  imported 
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by  SnTTeyor-General  Wagner,  was  rejected,  and  a  new  survey  of  said 
tracts  ordered  to  be  made  in  aocordaoce  with  the  views  of  the  Depart- 
ment then  expressed.  (6  L.  D.,  179-190.)  On  review  this  decision  was 
adhered  to.    (lb.,  656.) 

A  resurvey  of  the  two  named  tracts  was  made  by  deputy  J.  II.  Gar- 
bcr,  and  approved  by  Survey or-General  Pratt  on  July  26,  1890,  This 
survey  of  tract  No.  1  seems  to  be  acquiesced  in  by  the  parties  in  inter- 
est, and  as  it  appears  to  be  in  accordance  with  thedepartmental  instruc- 
tions, it  should  be  carried  into  patent. 

Mr.  David  Jacks,  claiming  to  be  the  owner  of  tract  No.  2,  filed  ob- 
jections before  your  office  against  the  approval  of  the  survey  of  that 
tract.  On  September  19, 1890,  after  considering  said  objections,  you 
approved  the  survey,  and  Mr.  Jacks  has  brought  tbe  case  here  on  ap- 
peal ;  and  the  city  of  Monterey,  asserting  claim  to  said  lands,  asks  that 
the  survey  be.  approved. 

When  this  survey  was  pending  before  your  office,  three  general  ob- 
jections were  filed  in  behalf  of  Jacks :  (1 )  that  the  instructions  to  deputy 
Garber  were  wrong  and  necessarily  led  to  an  erroneous  survey ;  (2) 
that  said  survey  was  not  in  conformity  with  the  decree  confirming  the 
grant  to  the  city  of  Monter  ey  or  the  departmental  decisions,  and  (3) 
that  no  adequate  opportunity  was  given  the  claimant,  Jacks  to  file  ob- 
jections in  the  office  of  the  surveyor-general  against  the  Garber  survey 
of  tract  No.  2.  To  sustain  the  second  objection,  a  number  of  ex  parte^ 
affidavits  were  filed  which  will  be  more  specifically  referred  to  here- 
after. On  appeal  here,  ten  errors  are  specified,  all  of  which  really  go 
to  the  second  objection  made  before  your  office,  except  the  si'\cnth 
specification,  which  goes  to  the  first  objectlbn.  The  third  objection  is 
not  pressed  on  appeal. 

This  seventh  specification  of  error  is  that  you  failed  to  consider  the 
fact  shown  by  the  affidavit  of  Jacks  that  Deputy  Garber  was  governed 
in  his  construction  of  the  instructions  given  him,  by  the  opinion  of  a 
draughtsman  in  the  surveyor- generaFs  office  as  to  the  proi^er  place  of 
beginning.  If  the  Garber  survey  is  right,  it  should  stand ;  if  wrong, it 
should  fall;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  this  connection  it  is  immaterial 
whose  advice  he  sought  or  did  not  seek  as  to  the  proper  discharge  of 
his  duty  in  that  behalf.  Therefore  I  see  no  error  on  your  part  in  fail- 
ing to  express  an  opinion  of  an  allegation  so  immaterial. 

I  proceed  to  a  consideration  of  the  principal  question  in  the  case,  and 
in  relation  to  which  the  other  specifications  of  error  are  made. 

The  board  of  land  commissioners  confirmed  the  Pueblo  lands  of  Mon- 
terey with  the  following  boundaries: 

From  the  month  of  tbe  river  of  Monterey  in  the  sea  to  the  Pilarcitos;  thence  rnn- 
Ding  all  along  the  oafiada  to  the  Lagana  Seoa,  which  is  in  the  high  road  to  the  Pre- 
sidio ;  thence  running  along  the  highest  ridge  of  the  moon  tains  situated  towards  the 
Mission  of  San  Carlos,  unto  Point  Cypress  further  to  the  north,  etc. 

The  eighth  specification  of  error  on  this  appeal  is  that  you  ignored 
the  affidavit  of  E.  L.  Williams,  who  undertakes  to  define  and  translate 
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the  Spanish  words,  used  in  the  original  grant;  ^^Tomando  todo  la 
cumbre  de  la  sierra,''  to  mean  ^^  to  ran  along  the  general  course  of  the 
Ruiiunit  and  over  the  peaks  of  the  highest  ridge  of  the  mountain  range." 
This  differs,  it  will  be  aeen,  very  materially  from  the  language  found  in 
the  decree  of  confirmation,  behind  which  this  Department  has  no  right 
to  go.  The  language  of  the  decree  has  been  twice  considered  and  con- 
strued by  this  Department  in  its  two  previous  decisions  in  this  case. 
Tbe  statement  of  the  proposition  of  the  appellaDt^  on  this  assignment 
of  error,  is  sufficient  to  show  that  no  error  was  committed  ia  refusing  to 
ignore  the  decree  of  the  board  of  land  commissioners  and  accept  an- 
other translation  of  the  original  Spanish,  even  though  it  meets  the  con- 
tention of  the  claimant  with  singular  fitness. 

But  if  it  were  permissible  to  adopt  another  translation  of  the  Span- 
ish, there  would  be  isome  difficulty  in  reconciling  the  translation  of  Mr. 
Williams  with  one  made  February  3, 1887,  by  Professor  George  David- 
son, of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Jacks,  and  filed  by  him  in  this  case  when  it  was  pending  here  be- 
fore. Professor  Davidson  translates  the  same  words  as  Mr.  Williams, 
to  mean  <^  taking  throughout  the  crest  line  of  the  sierra."  This  differs 
materially  from  the  translation  of  Mr.  Williams,  and  means  about  the 
same  thing  as  the  official  translation,  found  in  the  decree  of  confirma- 
tion. We  are  not  permitted,  however,  to  go  into  any  inquiry  of  this 
kjnd,  but  must  accept  the  language  of  the  decree  and  follow  it,  unless 
it  be  so  ambiguous  us  to  require  extraneous  aid  to  show  its  meaning. 

The  point  of  contention  now  is  as  to  the  line  from  the  Laguna  Seca 
*'thenf*e  running  along  the  highest  ridge  of  the  mountains  situated  to- 
wards the  Mission  of  San  Carlos  unto  Point  Cypress."  In  relation  to 
tbis  line  it  was  said,  on  tbe  former  consideration  of  the  case  (6  L.  D., 
189): 

The  plain  call  here  to  be  gratified  is  the  highest  ridge  of  the  monntains 

The  nioantain  ridge  to  be  reached  is  not  only  the  highest,  but  the  main  ridge  of  the 
luouutaiusy  ....  and  when  {eaohed,  the  main  ridge  is  to  be  followed  throagh- 
ont  its  course  to  Point  Cypress. 

In  running  the  lines  of  tract  No.  2,  it  appears,  by  his  field  notes,  that 
Deputy  Gather  ran,  from  the  Laguna  Seca,  a  straight  line,  a  little  west 
of  south,  to  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  patented  rancho  of  that 
name,  where  he  established  the  initial  point,  and  northeast  corner  of 
tract  No.  2.  Thence  he  continues  his  line  in  the  same  direction  to  the 
point  where  he  established  the  southeast  corner  of  said  tract,  and  he 
planted  a  stake  marked  M.  C.  No.  2,  on  the  north  side,  and  2,  on  the 
south  side.  His  field  notes  state,  on  page  35,  that  ^^  Tbis  stake  stands 
on  the  ^  highest  and  main'  ridge  situated  towards  the  Mission  San  Car- 
los." Having  thus  ascertained  the  highest  and  main  ridge,  the  field 
notes  show  that  the  line  runs  thence  south  of  west  *<  along  the  summit 
of  said  ridge,"  with  various  mutations  in  the  height  of  the  same,  until 
it  encounters  the  northern  line  of  the  patented  Meadows  tracts  when  it 
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leaves  the  ridge  and  runs  along,  due  west,  with  the  line  of  the  Meadows 
tract,  autil  it  encounters  the  ridge  again,  at  station  9,  which  here  runs 
nearly  due  north.  The  line  then  continues  along  the  ridge,  first  in  a 
northerly,  then  in  a  northwesterly  course,  until  it  encounters  the  south 
line  of  the  patented  Saucito  Rancho,  where  is  established  the  northwest- 
ern corner  of  tract  No.  2.  The  course  then  turns  to  the  east,  and  run- 
ning, a  portion  of  the  way,  as  stated,  <<  along  the  northern  base  of  the 
main  ridge,"  goes  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

This  is  the  official  and  sworn  statement  of  the  deputy  who  made  this 
survey;  it  shows  that  he  ascended  what  in  his  opinion  was  the  highest 
and  main  ridge  of  the  mountains  situated  toward  the  old  Mission  of 
San  Carlos,  and,  at  nearly  every  station,  it  is  stated  that  the  line  is 
continued  along  the  ridge.  It  is  true,  the  field  notes  show  ascents  and 
descents  along  this  line,  making  a  considerable  difiTerence,  at  points  in 
the  altitude  of  the  ridge.  But  this  is  to  be  expected,  as  it  would  be 
rather  unusual  to  find  a  mountain  range  of  uniform  heiglit. 

The  appellant.  Jacks*  takes  issue  with  the  dei)uty  surveyor,  denies 
that,  as  matter  of  fact  he  located  the  line  on  the  highest  and  main  ridge 
of  the  mountains,  and  insists  on  the  contrary  that  he  adopted  a  ridge 
from  one  hnudred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  lower,  which  was  fol- 
lowed with  its  sinuosities,  while  the  highest  ridge  is  clearly  defined, 
continuous  and  nearly  straight  for  the  whole  length  towards  Point 
Cypress. 

If  the  allegations  of  appellant  are  sustained,  it  would  seem  that  the 
survey  should  be  set  aside. 

In  order  to  sustain  these  allegations,  he  has  filed  the  ex  parte  affida- 
vits of  himself,  of  A.  T,  Herrman,  and  several  other  parties.  The  wit- 
ness Herrman  was  formerly  deputy  United  States  surveyor,  but  on  this 
occasion  was  employed  by  the  appellant  Jacks  to  make  a  survey  show- 
ing the  correctness  of  his  charge.  The  affidavit  sworn  to  by  Herrman 
is  evidently  prepared  with  much  care  and  elaborated  with  great  detail; 
indeed,  the  earnest  language  of  portions  of  it  read  more  like  the  argu- 
ment of  the  skilled  advocate  than  the  careful  statements  of  a  disinter- 
ested witness.  It  is  accompanied  by  photographs  and  a  map  marked 
"Ex  B"  specially  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and  intended  to  illustrate 
its  statements  more  clearly. 

In  1879,  Mr.  Herrman,  then  a  United  States  deputy  surveyor,  by 
direction  of  the  then  surveyor-general  of  California,  made  a  ''Topo- 
graphical map  of  the  south  line  of  the  Monterey  Pueblo  lands  and  the 
location  of  tract  No.  2,^^  which  map  is  referred  to  and  commented  upon 
by  my  predecessor  in  6  L,  D.,  supra.  The  same  map  is  now  before  me 
with  the  field  notes  thereof  by  Herrman,  and  thereon  is  delineated  the 
^^ summit  line''  of  the  mountain  range,  with  its  sinuosities,  located 
almost  exactly  as  it  is  by  deputy  Garber  in  the  survey  now  under  con- 
sideration. Herrman  seeks  to  explain  this  coincidence,  in  his  recent 
affidavit,  by  saying  that  at  the  time  of  the  former  survey  he  received 
verbal  instractionsy  on  the  ground, '« to  interpret  the  call  of  the  <  high- 


368  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

est  ridge'  as  being  an  unbroken  continuous  ridge  or  water  divide.^  In 
pursuance  of  these  instructions,  he  now  says  he  then  adopted,  not  the 
highest  ridge,  but  the  water  divide,  and  followed  it  to  Point  Cypress. 
He  says  he  well  remembers  that  in  handing  his  report  to  Surveyor- 
General  Wagner  in  1879  he  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  "the 
water  divide  as  run  did  not  represent  the '  highest  ridge '  by  any  means." 

In  the  official  survey  of  G-arber,  the  line  run  from  the  Laguna  Seca, 
on  the  high  road,  is  made  to  intersect  what  he  calls  the  highest  ridge 
at  a  point  where  under  the  former  map  of  Herrman  the  altitude  is  1128 
feet,  and  under  his  last  map — <^  Ex.  B  " — ^is  1130  feet,  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  and  there  is  established  the  southeast  comer  of  tract  No.  2. 
Herrman  now  says  this  is  wrong,  and  that  Garber  should  have  estab- 
lished the  beginning  of  the  ridge  line  and  southeast  corner  of  said  tract 
at  a  point  considerably  further  to  the  south  and  east,  marked  on  **  Ex. 
B  "  as  ^^A",  at  the  altitude  of  1350  feet ;  that  thence,  the  red  line,  shown 
on  **  Ex.  B  "  and  south  of  the  Gerber  line,  should  be  followed  westwaitl 
to  the  '^  three  peaks,"  marked  on  said  map  as  having  an  altitude  of  12<S0, 
1240, 1245  feet  respectively,  to  the  intersection  of  the  north  line  of  the 
James  Meadows  tract,  at  point  marked  1100  feet;  thence  along  the  line 
of  the  Meadows  tract,  to  the  intersection  of  and  with  the  said  red  lino, 
where  it  turns  northerly  in  the  direction  of  the  ^<  Seven  Pine  Point," 
950  feet  high.  This  line  would  change  somewhat  the  shape  of  tract  No. 
2,  as  surveyed  in  1879,  but  would  make  its  area  apparently  about  the 
same.  It  is'  admitted  by  Herrman  that  this  line  will  not  be  upon  a  con- 
tinuous ridge,  but  will  run  by  the  shortest  line  from  mountain  peak  to 
mountain  peak  of  several  mountains,  at  varying  distances,  and  sepa- 
rated from  each  other  by  '*  deep  passes  and  gaps,"  etc.,  but  which 
mountains  are  claimed,  at  certain  points,  to  be  higher  than  the  so-called 
*' water  divide"  on  which  Garber  is  stated  to  have  located  his  ridge 
line;  and  which  mountains,  it  is  also  claimed,  when  viewed  from  a  point 
to  the  east,  appear  to  trend  in  the  direction  of  Point  Cypress,  to  be  the 
highest  and  a  continuous  range  of  mountains.  For  the  purpose  of  illus- 
trating the  truth  of  this  last  statement,  the  photographs  are  filed ;  but 
this,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  they  fail  to  do,  presenting  mostly  confused 
scenes  of  mountain  landscape,  amid  which  the  well-defined  *^  highest 
ridge"  is  not  distinguishable,  even  with  Mr.  Herrman's  accompanying 
notes  of  explanation. 

The  right  to  run  this  ridge  line  from  mountain  peak  to  mountain  peak 
was  urged  before  the  decision  reported  in  6  L.  D.  was  made,  and  it  was 
repeated  on  the  motion  for  review  of  that  decision.  In  both  instances 
the  Department  declined  to  accept  it  as  the  proper  theory  upon  which 
the  survey  of  the  ridge  line  should  be  made. 

In  response  to  that  contention,  it  was  then  said,  on  page  189  of  the 
reported  decision : 

The  mountain  ridge  to  be  reached  is  not  only  the  highest  bat  the  main  ridge  of  the 
monntain  ....  and  wbon  reached,  the  mala  ridge  is  to  be  followed  through- 
ont  its  course  to  Point  Cypress. 
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I  observe  that  instead  'of  following  the  moantaiu  ridge  in  its  course  and  curves, 
the  official  survey  delineates  the  southern  boundary  of  No.  2  as  a  straight  line,  it  being 
sometimes  north  and  sometimes  south  of  the  ridge,  as  laid  down  by  Herrman.  This  is 
without  any  authority  whatever,  and  must  not  be.  The  official  survey  must  be  in 
accordance  with  the  line  described  in  the  decree;  that  says  'rnnning  along  the  high- 
est ridge  of  the  mountains  ....  nnto  Point  Cypress ;  and  along  the  highest 
ridge  the  line  must  run. 

Audon  review  this  raliug^  was  approved  and  quoted  as  holding  that 
the  straight  line  should  not  be  adopted  but  the  survey  must  follow  the 
sinuosities  of  the  mountain  ridge. 

It  is  therefore  plain  that  if  a  survey  be  made  in  accordance  with  the 
views  of  Herrman,  as  now  expressed,  the  former  decisions  in  the  case 
would  necessarily  be  overrnle<l  ^nd  a  survey  adopted  now  for  the  same 
reason  that  the  survey  then  under  consideration  was  rejected.  It  is 
apparent,  therefore^  that  this  appeal  is  in  effect  an  eti'ort  to  obtain  in- 
directly a  re-review  of  the  former  judgment  of  the  Department — a  pro- 
ceeding only  to  be  permitted  under  exceptional  circumstances  and  on 
special  application, — and  certainly  not  to  be  favored  when  sought  by 
indirection,  as  in  the  present  instance. 

That  there  may  be  no  mistake  on  t&is  point,  the  following  extracts 
from  Hermann's  last  affidavit  are  made.  After  an  earnest  argument  in 
behalf  of  the  correctness  of  appellant's  contention,  he  says: 

Thus  the  4iighest  ridge*  called  for  in  the  decree,  viewed  from  point  A.  on  map, 
altitude  1,350  feet,  and  as  verified  by  photograph  No.  1,  looks  like  aA  almost  un- 
broken and  continuous  ridge,  ending  in  the  blue  haze  of  the  Point  Cypress  moun- 
tains; bet  by  following  it  from  beginning  to  end,  you  would  soon  find  your  mistake; 
that  deep  passes  or  gaps  have  to  be  crossed  completely  cutting  the  ridge,  and  requir- 
ing in  each  a  deep  descent,  and  a  correspondingly  steep  and  high  ascent  to  get  to  the 
ridge.  There  are  five  or  six  such  points  on  our  '  highest  ridge,'  as  I  know  by  actu- 
ally traveling  over  it  a  good  many  times  from  end  to  end. 

After  further  arguing  the  propriety  of  this  proposed  line,  he  states 
how  he  would  run  it,  as  delineated  on  his  new  map,  ^^  Ex.  B :" 

Upon  these  grounds  I  should  draw  the  boundary  of  the  Monterey  Pueblo  differently 
from  the  Oarber  survey .  After  leaving  the  Laguna  on  the  Monterey  Road,  I  should 
first  make  point  A.  altitude  1,350.  I  should  then  make  the  Hhree  peaks,'  then  the 
*  highest  ridge,'  altitude  1,246,  then  the  Seven  Pine  Point,  then  the  Lomas  Atlas, 
then  the  peaks  near  the  crossing  of  the  Carmel  Road,  and  then  Pt.  Cypress. 

Confessedly  here,  without  regard  to  the  ^^  highest  and  main  ridge" 
or  the  sinuosities  thereof,  as  directed  by  the  Department  in  its  twopre- 
vious  decisions,  Herrman  proposes  to  run  the  line,  as  shown  on  his  new 
map)  from  "Point  A'^  to  the  "three  peaks;''  thence  to  the  point 
marked  "  highest  ridge ;"  thence  to  the  ".Seven  Pine  Poiuf  Or,  in 
other  words,  in  a  straight  line  from  mountain  peak  to  mountain  peak, 
of  certain  mountains  which,  because  perhaps  higher  than  others,  are 
claimed  in  this  manner  to  constitute  the  "  highest  ridge,"  without  re- 
gard to  the  other  and  more  important  requirement  that  it  must  also  be 
the  "main  ridge." 

This  testimony  of  Herrman  conclusively  shows  that  the  line  which 
1758i_YOl,  12 U 
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he  now  says  is  the  only  true  and  proper  one,  and  whioh^  because  of  its 
existence,  makes  the  Garber  line  improper,  is  the  line  which  this  De- 
partment has  twice  said  can  not  be  accepted. 

The  testimony,  either  from  memory  or  as  a  matter  of  opinion,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  affidavits  of  the  other  witnesses,  does  not  have  much 
weight,  in  my  judgment,  where  it  conflicts  with  the  field-notes  of  the  sur- 
veyor, who  ran  the  lines,  and  whose  actual  personal  and  official  ascer- 
tainment of  the  physical  features  of  the  country  along  the  line  of  the 
survey,  are  made  with  an  exactitude  acquired  by  experience,  aided  by 
professional  skill  and  the  appliances  of  science.  Correct  statements 
of  these  features  are  not  left  to  memory  alone,  with  its  uncertain  and 
often  misleading  impressions;  but  are  entered  at  once  upon  the  field- 
notes  at  the  time  of  observation  or  ascertainment,  thus  presenting  to 
the  mind  as  accurate  a  picture,  taken  on  the  spot,  as  may  be  illustrated 
by  words.  Besides,  testimony  of  the  same  character,  substantially,  as 
that  contained  in  said  affidavits,  by  some  of  the  same,  and  other  affiants, 
was  before  the  Department  when  the  former  decisions  were  rendered. 

Examining  the  field  notes  with  care,  and  accepting  the  statements 
therein  as  those  of  a  sworn  officer,  it  would  appear  that  said  survey 
was  made  in  accordance  with  the  former  decisions  of  this  Department, 
and  in  strict  compliance  with  the  decree  of  confirmation,  and  therefore 
should  be  approved. 

In  view«of  the  facts  of  the  case,  your  judgment  is  affirmed,  and  the 
survey  is  approved  and  will  be  carried  into  patent. 


CONTEST-SUSPENDED  ENTRY— DEFECTIVE  8UBVEY. 

EPPS  V.  Newcomb. 

Contest  proceediDgB  should  not  be  entertained  against  an  entry  that  is  suspended 
pending  an  inyestigation  of  the  township  sarvey. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  OeneraX 

Land  Office^  April  14,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Silas  M.  Epps  v.  William  H.  Newcomb, 
on  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  your  decision  of  September  10,  1SS9, 
holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead  entry  for  the  l^E.  ^,  Sect.  26, 
T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E.,  Humboldt,  California,  Land  District 

On  June  16, 1885,  Newcomb  made  homestead  entry  for  this  land,  and 
on  February  24, 1887,  Epps  died  an  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same, 
alleging  abandonment  by  the  entryman  and  that  he  had  changed  his 
residence  therefrom  for  more  than  six  months,  and  that  he  had  not  set- 
tled upon  and  cultivated  the  tract  as  required  by  law. 

Hearing  was,  upon  notice,  duly  had  and  the  local  officers  recom- 
mended the  entr^  for  cancellation.    From  this  decision,  Newcomb  ap: 
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pealed.  On  September  10, 18S9,  your  office  affirmed  said  decisiou,  from 
which  he  api>ealed  to  this  office. 

The  records  of  your  office  show  that  the  township  plat  of  sarvey 
was  suspended  in  February  1886,  and  that  such  suspension  has  not 
been  removed.  It  further  appears  that  this  Department,  in  a  letter  of 
February  15,  1888,  directed  your  office  to  take  no  action  upon  conte8ts 
against  homestead  and  pre-emption  entries  situate  in  certain  townships 
where  the  surveys  were  suspended,  including  this  one,  where  the 
allegations  are  simply  failure  to  comply  with  the  laws  as  regards  resi- 
dence  and  improvements,  until  the  surveys  have  been  corrected  or  the 
suspension  removed. 

In  the  case  of  John  Buckley  (10  L.  D.,  297)  this  matter  was  dis- 
cussed, and  your  action  refusing  to  allow  Buckley  to  contest  the  home- 
stead entry  of  Tidenckan  was  approved ;  but  the  application  was  sub- 
sequent to  the  letter  of  the  Department.  In  Bond  v.  Watkins  (12  L. 
D.,56)  an  entry  in  the  same  township  in  which  the  land  in  controversy 
lins,  was  held  for  cancellation  by  your  office  on  June  5,  1889.  The 
hearing  before  the  local  oncers  was,  however,  on  May  31, 1887.  Your 
office  decision  was  reversed,  and  it  was  held  that  : 

it  was  the  duty  of  the  local  officers  upon  receipt  of  jour  directions  "  saspending  aU 
entries  and  disposals  of  any  kind/'  to  have  refused  to  act  upon  the  contest  pro- 
eeedings  of  Bond. 

The  reasons  for  this  decision  are  applicable  to  the  case  aj;  bar. 
Tour  decision  is  accordingly  reversed. 


BEGISTEBS*  AND  RECBIVEltS'  FEES— INDIAN  I.ANBS. 

0.  O.  Jones. 

In  accordance  with  the  general  statutory  provision,  the  fees  paid  under  the  act  of 
18ti2y  ou  Omaha  Indiau  declaratory  statements,  must  be  reported  to  the  Guiieral 
Land  Office,  as  a  part  of  the  maximum  amount  allowed  the  local  officers  on  ac- 
count of  salary ;  and  the  disposition  of  such  fees  is  not  affected  by  the  amenda- 
tory act  of  May  15, 1888. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office,  April  17, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  G.  G.  Jones,  ex-register  of  the  dis- 
trict land  office  at  !Neligh,  Nebraska,  from  the  action  of  yonr  office  under 
date  of  February  5,  1890,  requiring  him  to  render  an  account  for  fees 
collected  on  Omaha  Indian  declaratory  statements  tiled  in  December, 
1889. 

It  appears  in  this  case  that  the  appellant  transmitted  to  your  office 
his  account  current  and  fee  statement  for  December,  1889,  as  also  his 
account  of  salaries  and  commissions  for  the  quarter  ending  December 
31, 1889^  which  were  ^turned  to  him^  with  the  statement  that  be  r§* 
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ported  fifty-two  tilings  on  Omaha  ludiau  lands,  but  did  not  report  any 
fees  thereon,  and,  furthermore,  required  him  to  correct  his  statement 
and  report  the  proper  amount  received  in  such  corrected  statement. 

From  this  action  api)ellant  appeals  on  the  ground  that,  under  the 
act  of  August  7, 1882  (22  Stat.,  341),  the  local  officers  are  entitled  to 
the  fees  collected  in  said  cases. 

The  act  above  referred  to,  provides  for  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the  Omaha 
Indian  reservation  in  Nebraska,  and  prescribes  the  manner  such  sale 
shall  be  made. 

Section  10,  of  said  act  provides : 

That  in  addition  to  the  parchase,  each  pare  haaer  of  said  Omaha  Indian  lands  shaU 
pay  |2,  tlie  same  to  be  retained  by  the  receiver  and  register  of  the  land  office  at  Ne- 
ligh,  Nebraska,  as  their  fees  for  services  rendered. 

The  act  approved  August  4,  1886  (24  Stat.,  239),  regulating  the  sala- 
ries of  registers  and  receivers  provides: 

That  hereafter  all  fees  collected  by  registers  and  receivers  from  any  source  wliat- 
ever,  which  would  increase  their  salaries  beyond  three  thousand  dollars  each  a  year, 
shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury,  except  only  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay 
the  actual  cost  of  clerical  services  employed  exolusi  vely  in  contest  cases;  and  they 
•hall  make  report  quarterly ,  under  oath,  of  all  expenditures  for  such  clerical  serrices, 
with  vouchers  therefor. 

This  provision  was  also  re-enacted  in  the  act  of  March  3, 1887  (24 
Stat.,  526). 

By  act  of  May  15, 1888,  (25  Stat.,  150)  Congress  provided  for  the 
relief  of  the  Omaha  Indians  in  Nebraska,  and  extended  the  time  of 
payment  to  purchasers  of  said  Indian  lands.  Section  two  of  said  act 
provides:  '^That  the  act  above  mentioned,  (August  7, 1882)  except  as 
changed  and  modified  by  this  act  shall  remain  in  full  force. 

The  appeal  in  this  case  raises  the  following  questions : 

1st.  Does  the  act  of  1886,  above  referred  to,  require  the  fees  paid 
under  the  act  of  1882,  for  Omaha  Indian  lands,  to  be  reported  to  the 
General  Land  Office  as  a  part  of  the  maximum  amount  allowed  the  local 
officers  on  account  of  salary  f 

2nd.  If  so,  does  the  act  of  May  15, 1888,  in  any  manner  affect  the 
disposition  of  such  fees  f 

The  act  of  August  7, 1882,  was  of  a  special  nature  passed  for  a  spe- 
cial purpose,  and  therefore,  as  there  was  no  general  provision  of  law, 
whereby  the  local  officers  could  be  compensated  for  services  in  cases 
arising  under  said  act,  Congress  very  properly  made  provision  in  the 
law,  whereby  said  officers  would  receive  compensation. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  act  May  15,  1888,  the  local 
officers  at  Neligh  reported  to  this  Department,  lists  of  the  Omaha  In- 
dian lands  in  which  the  parties  had  made  default  in  payment  of  inter- 
est, or  to  prove  up,  or  which  had  not  heretofore  been  sold,  and  on 
August  31, 1889,  this  Department  directed  that  the  lands  be  sold.  The 
appellant  claims  that  the  fift^-two  flings  in  question  were  made  under 
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said  act  of  1888,  sabseqiient  to  the  general  acts  of  1886  and  1887,  and 
therefore  he  should  not  be  held  to  account  for  the  fees  paid  on  said 
filings. 

It  will  be  observed  that  said  acts  of  1886  and  1887,  provide  tha,t  here- 
after all  fees  collected  from  any  source  which  would  increase  the  salaries 
of  registers  and  receivers  beyond  $3,000,  per  annum  shall  be  covered 
into  the  Treasury.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  a  chance  for  any  doubt 
on  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the  acts  last  referred  to ;  the  language  is 
not  ambiguous  or  doubtful,  but  full,  clear  and  explicit.  It  was  evi- 
dently the  intention  of  Congress  to  restrict  the  salaries  of  local  officers' 
to  the  maximum  of  $3,000,  and  to  require  that  all  fees  received  iu  ex- 
cess thereof,  from  any  and  all  sources,  be  turned  into  the  Treasury. 

The  act  of  May  15, 1888,  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  operate  in  any 
manner  to  affect  the  case.  The  filings,  upon  which  appellant  excepts 
to  the  ruling  laid  down  by  your  office,  are,  so  far  as  fees  are  concerned, 
not  unlike  any  other  filings,  and  therefore  come  within  the  purview  of 
the  acts  of  1886  and  1887. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  afllrmed  and  the  record  re- 
turned herewith. 


nAILnOAD  GRAXT-EXTENSION  OF  LIMITS. 

St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Ry.  Co. 

In  accordance  with  the  raling  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  the  St.  Panl,  Min- 
neapolis, and  Manitoba  Ry.  Co.  v,  PhelpH,  a  withdrawal  is  directed  of  the  lands 
granted  in  aid  of  the  main  line  of  said  road,  and  now  lying  within  the  State  of 
North  Dakota. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  February 

3,  1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23rd  inst.,  forwarding  for  my  ap- 
proval a  diagram  showing  an  extension  of  the  limits  of  the  grant  for 
the  St  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  railway  company,  ''within  the 
State  of  North  Dakota,^  in  conformity  with  the  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  said  company  against  Eansom 
Phelps,  decided  December  22,  1890. 

You  state  that  the  limits  heretofore  established  and  shown  on  thb  dia- 
grams on  file  iu  your  office  restrict  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Minnesota. 

The  Phelps  case,  supra,  involved  the  E.  J  SE.  i,  Sec.  13,  T.  132,  B.  48, 
North  Dakota,  and  was  tried  on  an  agreed  statement  of  facts.  It  was 
admitted  that  the  tract  is  within  six  miles  of  the  line  of  road  as  defi- 
nitely located  under  the  granting  acts  of  March  3, 1857  (11  Stat.,  195), 
and  March  3, 1865  (13  Stat.,  526),  but  it  was  contended  that  the  grant 
did  not  extend  to  any  lands  now  in  the  State  of  North  Dakota,  though 
such  lands  may  have  been  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  at  the  date  of 
the  grant. 
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The  coart  failed  to  concur  in  this  view,  but  held  that  lands  withiu  the 
limits  of  the  grant  for  said  road,  lying  within  the  territory  of  Minne- 
sota at  the  date  of  the  grant,  though  now  in  North  Dakota,  were  sub- 
ject to  the  operation  of  the  grant,  and  that  the  Northern  Pacific  rail- 
road under  which  Phelps  claimed,  never  had  any  title  to  the  land  in  con- 
troversy.  The  traot  lay  also  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant 
for  that  road. 

The  diagram  submitted  shows  the  lands  in  North  Dakota  affected  by 
this  decision.  You  propose  to  instruct  the  local  officers  to  withdraw 
from  entry  any  vacant  lands  within  the  granted  limits,  as  shown  by  the 
diagram,  if  any  such  remain.  You  state,  however,  that  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  small  portion  included  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  North- 
em  Pacific  road,  ^*  about  all  the  odd-numbered  sections  "  included  within 
such  limits  have  been  disposed  of  by  the  United  States  under  the  gen- 
eral land  laws,  and  in  most  cases  patents  have  issued ;  that  the  right 
of  the  cojnpany  attached  on  May  10,  1860,  and  that  the  dispositions 
made  are  long  subsequent  thereto. 

The  terminus  of  the  road  is  at  Breckenridge,  Minnesota,  a  town  lyin^ 
on  the  Bois  de  Sioux  River,  between  said  State  and  North  Dakota. 

The  line  forming  the  terminal  limit  of  the  grant,  formerly  established, 
runs  in  a  north- easterly  direction  from  Breckenridge.  By  continuing 
this  line  through  the  terminus  of  the  road  into  North  Dakota,  you  fix 
the  terminal  limit  now  proposed. 

The  only  objection  to  this  line  is  the  suggestion  of  your  office  that  it 
is  questionable  whether  the  tract  actually  litigated  in  the  Phelps  case, 
supra,  would  be  included  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  so  fixed.  On 
this  point  you  say  that  in  view  of  the  opinion  of  the  court,  you  have 
resolved  the  doubt  ^^  to  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  the  court,  all  parlies 
to  the  suit  having  agreed  to  such  a  condition."  The  question  seems  to 
be  merely  whether  the  terminal  line  should  pass  north  or  south  of  the 
land  involved  in  the  Phelps  case.  In  view  of  the  decision  of  the  court, 
1  approve  your  action  in  that  matter. 

You  suggest  that  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits  be  not  withdrawn 
^^  in  view  of  the  repeal  contained  in  section  4,  of  the  act  of  September 
29,  1890,  commonly  known  as  the  forfeiture  act"  Said  section  rei)eal8 
the  provisions  contained  in  certain  grants  (among  them  the  one  iu 
question)  requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  reserve  lands  within 
the  indemnity  limits  thereof. 

This  suggestion  is  approved  and  also  the  withdrawal  as  proposed. 

You  state  that  the  settlers  within  the  grant  and  those  claiming  under 
them  are  ^<  at  the  mercy  of  the  company,"  and  that  ^^  it  would  seem  to 
be  a  case  calling  for  legislative  action."  Should  it  appear,  when  all  the 
facts  are  before  you,  that  such  action  is  necessary  you  will  please  sub- 
mit such  suggestions  in  the  premises  as  may  seem  proper,  together  with 
the  facts  bearing  upon  the  question. 
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Bbanoh  Line. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  liand  Office^ 

ApHl  18, 1»91. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yoar  letter  of  the  28th  nit,  forwarding  for  my  ap- 
proval a  diagram  showing  an  extension  of  the  limits  of  the  grant  lor 
the  St.  Panl,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Company,  St.  Vincent 
Extension,  into  the  State  of  North  Dakota,  in  conformity  with  the  de- 
cision of  the  sapreme  court  in  the  case  of  said  company  against  Kansom 
Phelps,  decided  December  22,  lc90  (137  U.  S.,  628).  You  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  yon  have  already  withdrawn  from  entry  the  odd  num- 
bered sections  within  the  ten-mile  primary  limits  of  the  grant  for  the 
main  line  as  extended  into  the  Dakotas,  which  action  was  authorized 
by  departmental  letter  of  February  3,  1891,  on  the  authority  of  said 
Phelps  case.  That  letter  also  approved  a  diagram  showing  the  limits 
of  said  grant  along  the  main  line  of  the  road  as  extended  under  the 
Phelps  case. 

That  case  held  that  an  odd  numbered  section  lying  within  six  miles 
of  the  main  line  of  said  road  though  within  the  State  of  North  Dakota 
passed  to  the  company  under  the  grant  The  St.  Vincent  Extension 
or  branch  line,  provided  for  in  the  original  act  of  March  3,  1857  (11 
Stat.,  195),  was  authorized  to  adopt  its  present  location  by  act  of  March 
3,  1871  (16  Stats.,  588),  which  provided : 

That  the  Saint  Panl  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company  may  so  alter  its  hranch  lines  that, 
instead  of  constructing  a  road  from  Crow  Wing  to  St.  Vincent,  and  from  St.  Cloud 
to  the  waters  of  Lake  Superior,  it  may  locate  aud  construct  in  lieu  thereof,  a  line 
from  Crow  Wing  to  Brainerd,  to  intersect  with  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  and 
from  St.  Cloud  to  a  point  of  intersection  with  the  line  of  the  original  grant  at  or 
near  Otter  Tail  or  Rush  Lake,  so  as  to  form  a  more  direct  route  to  St.  Vincent,  with 
the  same  proportional  grant  of  lauds  to  he  taken  in  the  same  manner  along  said 
altered  lines,  as  is  provided  for  the  present  lines  hy  existing  laws. 

The  decision  in  the  Phelps  case  seems  applicable  to  the  branch  as 
well  as  the  main  line. 

The  diagram  is  accordingly  approved,  and  you  are  authorized  to 
order  a  withdrawal  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  branch  line,  as 
shown  thereon. 

The  suggestions  in  said  letter  as  to  proposed  negotiations  with  said 
company,  under  Senate  Resolution  of  February  28,  1891,  looking  to  an 
adjustment  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  said  company  and  settlers  with- 
in said  limits,  will  be  considered  in  another  communication. 
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DESEKT  LANDS-ENTRT  BBFOIUE  SUBVBT. 

Circular. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington.  I).  0.,  Aj^ril  20,  1891. 
Registers  and  Receivers^  United  States  Land  Offices, 

Your  atteution  is  called  to  Departmental  docisiou  of  October  31, 1890, 
(11  L.  D.,  414)  in  the  case  of  0.  B.  Mendenhall. 

JTiual  proof  must  be  made  on  all  desert  land  entries,  when  sought  to 
be  perfected  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1877,  (19  Stat.,  377)  within  three 
years,  and  when  sought  to  be  perfected  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1891, 
within  four  years  from  date  of  entry.  Proof  on  entries  made  prior  to 
August  1,  1887,  can  be  made  without  publication  of  notice  to  do  so. 
9  L.  D.,  page  672.  Publication  of  notice  of  intention  to  make  final 
])roof,  must  be  made  in  all  cases  of  entries  instituted  since  that  time. 
When  the  land  has  not  been  surv^eyed,  the  notice  must  contain  a  de- 
scription of  the  land  as  nearly  as  possible  without  a  survey,  by  giving, 
with  as  much  clearness  and  precision  as  possible,  the  locality  of  the 
tract,  with  reference  to  the  already  established  lines  of  survey,  or  to 
known  and  conspicuous  landmarks,  so  as  to  admit  of  its  being  readily 
identified. 

When  final  proof  has  been  submitted  on  an  entry  upon  nnsurveyed 
land,  if  no  objections  exist  in  your  office,  you  will  approve  the  same  and 
forward  it  to  this  office,  without  collecting  the  purchase  money  and 
without  issuing  the  final  papers.  When  the  land  shall  have  been  sur- 
veyed, you  will  require  the  party  to  make  proof,  in  the  form  of  an  affi- 
davit, corroborated,  showing  the  legal  subdivisions  of  his  claim.  When 
this  has  been  done  you  will  correct  your  records  to  make  them  describe 
the  land  by  legal  subdivisions,  and,  if  the  proof  submitted  to  this  office 
has  been  found  satisfactory,  and  if  no  objection  exists  in  your  office, 
you  will  issue  final  papers  upon  payment  of  the  amounts  due. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  H.  Carter, 

Commissioner. 
Approved. 

Geo.  Chandler, 

Acting  Secretary. 
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APPLICATION  TO  ENTER- APPROPRIATION. 

William  0.  Runyon. 

An  application  to  enter  mnst  be  rejected  where  the  land  is  covered  by  the  prior  entry 
of  another  and  embraced  within  a  pending  contest. 

^rsi  Ansistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  Apnl  20,  1891. 

I  bare  considered  the  appeal  of  William  G.  Bunyon  from  the  decision 
of  yonr  office,  dated  Jane  16, 1890,  rejecting  his  application  to  make 
homestead  entry  for  lots  11, 12, 13  and  15,  Sec.  5,  T.  11  F.,  and  lot  4, 
Sec.  32,  T.  12  N.,  R.  3  W.,  Guthrie,  Oklahoma. 

The  application  was  made  on  January  26, 1890,  and  rejected  by  the 
local  officers  for  the  reason  that  it  conflicted  with  the  homestead  entry 
of  Colonel  Parker,  made  April  24, 1889,  for  N.  i  SE.  i,  SE.  ^  SE.  i^  and 
lotB  3  and  4,  of  said  section  32,  with  the  homestead  entry  of  John  (day- 
man made  April  25, 1889,  for  lots  2,  3, 12, 13,  14, 15  and  18,  of  said  sec- 
tion 5,  and  with  the  homestead  entry  of  John  A.  J.  Bauguess,  made  April 
26, 1889,  for  lots  4,  5,  6,  7  and  11,  of  said  section  5. 

Tour  office,  by  said  letter,  affirmed  that  action  on  the  ground  that 
"  the  laud  in  question,  being  covered  by  existing  entries,  was  not  sub- 
ject to  entry  by  any  other  person." 

Said  letter  further  states  that  upon  examination  it  appears  that  said 
entries  of  Parker,  Gayman  and  Baugness,  were  improperly  allowed  for 
the  reason  that  the  land  entered  in  each  case,  lies  on  both  sides  of  a 
meandered  stream,  the  North  Fork  of  Canadian  Biver ;  that  Baugness' 
entry  was  suspended  by  your  office  on  February  17,  1800,  and  that  ap- 
peal from  such  action  is  now  pending  before  the  Department 

Said  letter  then  suspends  said  entries  of  Parker  and  Gayman  and 
directs  that  each  of  these  claimants  be  notified  to  elect  within  thirty 
days  ^*  which  portion  of  his  claim  he  will  relinquish,  so  that  the  land 
remaining  will  be  confined  to  one  side  of  such  stream;"  and  that 

shonld  either  of  the  parties  desire,  he  may  relinquish  his  entire  entry,  in  which  eyent 
an  application  to  malce  a  second  entry  for  a  specific  tract  will  receive  due  considera- 
tion. If  either  of  the  entrymen  fail  or  refuse  to  take  action  within  the  time  specified, 
his  entry  will  he  held  for  cancellation. 

It  appears  that  on  July  15,  1890,  Parker  relinquished  said  lot  4, 
being  the  portion  of  his  entry  in  conflict  with  Bunyon's  application. 
The  entries  of  Gayman  and  Baugness  are  still  of  record  as  far  as  appears 
flrom  this  record.  Appellant  alleges  that  on  September  29, 1890,  your 
office  held  for  cancellation  Gaymau's  entry  but  it  is  not  alleged  that 
any  finality  has  been  reached  in  the  matter. 

It  must  be  apparent  that  Bunyon's  application  could  not  have  been 
allowed  when  made,  for  the  reason  that  the  tracts  were  covered  by  other 
entries.  Such  entries  are  not  necessarily  void ;  at  most  the  entryman 
would  be  allowed  to  elect  what  part  of  his  entry,  in  a  compact  body,  he 
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would  retain.  In  any  event,  that  qaestion  is  not  presented  by  this 
record.  Tbe  only  matter  here  now  is  the  disposition  of  the  application. 
The  entries  may  possibly  not  be  disturbed. 

It  appears  from  the  letter  of  the  local  officers  transmitting  the  record 
that  contests  were  filed  against  Cayman's  entry  on  June  5,  July  23, 
August  23,  and  September  2, 1889,  and  against  Baugness's  entry  on 
June  6,  July  24,  and  August  7, 1889  and  that  these  contests  are  pending 
and  undisposed  of. 

As  the  tracts  in  question  were  covered  by  prior  entries  and,  moreover, 
embraced  in  said  contests,  said  application  was  properly  rejected.  See 
Ryan  v.  Central  Pacific  K.  R.  Co.    (12  L.  D.,  11). 

Said  decision  is,  accordingly,  affirmed. 


RAILROAD    LANDS-FOBFEITURE    ACT    OF  JANXJABY    31,    1885-IlESI- 

BENCE. 

Johannes  v.  Hobson. 

rhe  preferred  right  of  an  actual  settler  to  enter  railroad  lands  embraced  within  tbe 
forfeiture  act  of  January  31,  1885,  is  not  defeated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  not 
living  on  the  land  at  the  passage  of  said  act,  or  that  he  had  informally  agreed  to 
sell  his  improvements,  in  the  event  that  the  grant  was  not  forfeited,  it  appearing 
that  he  had  resided  on  said  land  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  and  that  his  abseuoe 
therefrom  was  occasioned  by  the  illness  of  his  wife. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office j  April 

21, 1891. 

Tbe  case  of  Charles  Jobannes  v,  John  W.  Hobson  is  here  on  appeal  of 
iho  former  from  your  office  decision  of  September  3,  1889,  sustaining 
Hobson's  homestead  entry  for  the  B.  i  SW.  J  and  S.  J  FW.  J,  Sec.  33, 
r.  5  N.,  R.  7  W.,  Oregon  City,  Oregon. 

The  tract  was  included  in  a  grant  by  Congress  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  Portland  to  Astoria  and 
McMinnville  in  the  State  ot  Oregon. 

The  »ct  making  the  grant  was  approved  May  4,  1870.  November  21, 
1873,  Hobson  received  a  certificate  from  the  railroad  company  certify- 
ing that  he  should  have  the  first  privilege  of  purchasing  when  the  land 
was  placed  on  the  market  by  said  company. 

Under  this  guaranty  he  immediately  went  upon  the  land  and  com- 
menced to  improve  it. 

At  that  time  the  land  was  remote  from  a  settlement,  and  accessible 
only  by  means  of  a  trail  through  a  thickly  wooded  country. 

He,  however,  continued  to  improve  it  and  in  1877,  moved  his  family 
to  the  home  which  he  had  hewn  out  of  the  wildeniess.  He  continued 
to  reside  there  with  his  family  until  May,  1884,  when  he  was  compelled 
by  reason  of  his  wife's  failing  health  to  remove  from  the  land  to  Gen- 
tralia,  W.  T.,  where  she  could  receive  medical  treatment,  there  being 
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BO  physician  witbin  thirty  miles  of  his  home,  the  charge  for  a  medical 
visit  being  fifty  dollars. 

At  this  time  he  had  cleared  and  cnltivated  about  a  hundred  acres  of 
the  land,  made  extensive  improvements,  and  had  a  very  comfortable 
home. 

The  land  was  still  claimed  by  the  company,  the  grant  not  having 
been  declared  forfeited.  When  he  found  that  his  wife's  health  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  remove  from  the  land  he  sold  his  stock  and  most 
of  his  household  effects,  and  proposed  to  Johannes,  the  contestant,  that 
he  shoald  take  the  place  for  three  years,  and  have  all  he  could  raise  on 
it  daring  that  time. 

They  went  to  Astoria  to  have  a  contract  drawn,  containing  the  various 
details  of  their  agreement. 

The  paper  was  drawn  up  and  signed  in  duplicate  by  Hobson,  but  at 
the  last  moment  and  just  as  Hobson  was  compelled  to  leave  on  the  boat 
for  Centralia,  Johannes  refused  to  sign  it,  but  retained  a  copy  which 
had  the  signature  of  Hobson  affixed  as  aforesaid.  He,  however,  took 
possession  of  the  land  and  was  in  possession  of  it  at  the  time  Hobson 
submitted  his  final  proof,  as  hereafter  stated,  and  also  at  the  time  of 
the  hearing. 

Subsequent  to  this  negotiation  between  Hobson  and  Johannes,  to 
wit,  on  January  31, 1885,  by  an  act  of  Congress  (23  Stat.,  296),  the  grant 
to  the  company  so  far  as  the  land  in  controversy^  is  concerned,  was 
declared  forfeited  for  non-construction  of  the  road  within  the  time  limited 
by  the  grant 

The  forfeiting  act  also  provided 

That  all  persons  who  at  the  date  of  tbe  passa^i^e  of  this  act  are  actual  settlers  in  good 
faith  ou  any  of  the  lands  hereby  forfeited  and  who  are  otherwise  qnalified,  on  making 
due  claim  to  snch  lands  under  the  homestead,  pre-emption  or  other  laws,  within  six 
months  after  the  same  shall  have  been  declared  forfeited,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  prefer- 
ence right  to  enter  the  same  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  of  the 
homestead,  pre-emption  or  other  laws  as  the  case  may  be,  and  shall  be  regarded  as 
having  legally  settled  upon  and  occupied  said  lands  under  said  pre-emption,  home- 
stead or  other  laws,  aa  the  case  may  be,  from  the  date  of  such  actual  settlement  or 
occupation. 

Under  this  act  Hobson  on  August  20, 1885,  published  notice  of  his 
intention  to  make  homestead  proof  for  the  land  before  the  clerk  of  the 
county  court  of  Clatsop  county,  at  Astoria,  naming  Johannes  (with  three 
others)  as  one  of  his  witnesses  thereto. 

In  pursuance  of  such  published  notice  he  submitted  his  proof  October 
6,  1885,  and  received  his  final  certificate  October  12,  same  year. 

August  2G,  1886,  nearly  a  year  subsequent  to  the  date  of  Hobson's 
proof  Johannes  filed  a  contest  against  the  same  alleging  that  Hobson 
was  not  a  resident  upon  the  land  at  date  of  final  proof;  that  he  had 
abandoned  the  land  in  May,  1884,  and  had  never  resided  thereon  since; 
that  he  had  sold  out  all  his  interest  to  him  (Johannes),  and  that  he  had 
been  residing  on  the  land  and  improving  it  as  his  own  ever  since  said 
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24th  of  May,  1884,  and  therefore  Hobsou  was  not  an  actual  settler  in 
good  faith  on  the  laud  on  Jaunary  31,  1885,  the  date  of  the  act  of  for- 
feitnre. 

The  material  qnestion  for  consideration  in  determining  the  rights  of 
these  parties,  is  the  natare  of  the  negotiation,  deal  or  understanding 
between  them  when  Johannes  took  possession  of  the  land. 

The  written  contract  referred  to  not  having  been  signed  by  Johannes, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  binding  upon  either,  but  I  think  it  may  properly 
be  considered  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  light  upon  the  transaction^ 
and  arriving  at  a  correct  conclusion  as  to  the  real  purpose  and  intent 
of  the  parties,  in  this  transaction.  That  instrument  is  in  evidence  and 
provides  as  follows: 

That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  enm  of  eight  hundred  dolLirsi  to  be  paid  aa 
hereinafter  set  forth  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hereby  sells,  transfers,  and  assigns 
and  by  these  presents  does  sell,  transfer  and  assign  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  heirs,  administrators  or  assigns  forever,  all  that  certain  piece  of  property 
lying  and  being  situate  in  Clatsop  coanty,  Oregon,  described  as  follows  :  to  wit,  The 
east  i  of  the  S.  W.  quarter  and  the  south  ^  of  the  N.  W.  quarter  of  Sec.  33,  T.  5  N., 
R.  7  W.,  Willamette  meridian,  containing  160  acres.  The  same  being  known  as  the 
J.  W.  Hobsou  claim.  The  conditions  of  this  agreement  are  such  that  if  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part  shall  well  and  truly  pay  to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  the  said 
sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  within  three  years  from  the  date  of  this  instrument, 
with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent  per  annum,  then  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part  shall  have  all  the  improvements  now  upon  said  claim  and  all  of  the 
right,  title  and  inierest  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  in  and  to  said  claim,  and 
it  is  expressly  understood  and  agreed  that  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  proving  up  on  said  claim  at  any  time  prior  to  the  expiration  of  said 
agreement,  and  in  event  of  which  this  instrument  to  be  null  and  void,  and  if  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part  shall  prove  up  on  said  claim  at  any  time  before  the  expiration 
of  this  agreement,  he  shall  give  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  sixty  days  written 
notice  thereof.  And  it  is  expressly  understood  and  agreed,  that  if  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part,  his  heirs,  executors  or  assigns  shall  fail  to  pay  unto  the  said  party  of 
the  first  part,  his  heirs  or  assigns  said  sum  of  mouey  or  the  interest  thereon  then  the 
said  party  of  the  first  part  his  administrators,  executors,  heirs,  or  assigns  are  em- 
powered to  enter  upon  and  take  said  land  without  recoarse.  But  if  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part  shall  well  and  tiuly  fulfill  all  the  requirements  and  conditions  of 
this  agreement,  then  he,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  shall  be  en- 
titled to  full  enjoyment  and  possession  of  said  claim  and  the  improvements  thereon, 
together  with  all  ihe  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  said  property,  belonging  to  the 
said  party  of  the  first  part. 

The  evidence  taken  at  the  hearing  shows  that  this  agreement  was 
originally  drawn  by  the  parties  themselves,  that  after  several  inter- 
views, they  both  went  before  a  lawyer  in  Astoria,  and  employed  him 
to  embody  their  contract  in  legal  phraseology,  which  was  done  as  above 
set  forth,  and  signed  by  Hobson.  That  he  had  only  barely  time  to 
catch  the  steamboat  on  which  his  goods  were  loaded,  after  signing  the 
same.  That  at  the  last  moment  Johannes  refused  to  sign  it  because,  as 
he  said  he  didn't  propose  to  be  caught  in  a  trap.  Johannes  in  his  testi- 
mony says  the  claim  he  objected  to  was  that  which  allowed  Hobson  to 
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Babmit  proof  on  this  land  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the  date 
of  the  instrament 

The  evidence  also  shows  (and  this  is  admitted  by  Hobson  to  be  trne) 
that  he,  Hobson,  told  several  of  his  neighbors,  that  he  had  sold  out  to 
Johannes. 

His  explanation  of  this  is,  that  he  expected  the  grant  to  the  railroad 
to  be  forfeited,  and  in  order  that  the  land  might  not  be  jumped  by  some 
claimant  in  his  absence  he,  through  an  understanding  with  Johannes, 
gave  out  that  he  had  sold  to  him,  thinking  that  thereby  he  might 
escape  the  expense  and  annoyance  of  a  contest  with  some  unforeseen 
adverse  claimant  or  ^^  jumper^.  Johannes  denies  this  and  insists  that 
be  bought  his  improvements  and  all  his  rights  in  the  land  by  a  hoTM 
fide  purchase.  He  admits  that  he  has  never  paid  auythiog  on  the  land 
because  by  this  agreement  payment  is  not  due  nntil  three  years  after 
May  27, 1884. 

Upon  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  evidence  in  the  case  lam 
clearly  of  the  opinion  that  Hobson's  version  of  the  transaction  is  the 
true  one. 

The  written  contract,  which  though  not  signed  by  Johannes  is  about 
the  only  guide  I  have  by  which  to  arrive  at  their  understanding,  clearly 
shows  that  Hobson  only  designed  to  part  with  the  land  in  the  event  the 
company's  title  thereto  was  not  forfeited  within  three  years,  for  he  ex- 
pressly stipulates  therein  that  he  shall  at  aoy  time  be  allowed  to  make 
proof  on  sixty  days'  notice  to  Johaunes.  Now  he  could  only  make 
proof  in  the  event  of  the  forfeiture  by  the  compa  ny,  for  the  laud  was 
within  the  limits  of  their  grant  and  became  the  absolute  property  of 
the  company  npon  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  the  granting  act. 
Believing  that  the  company  might  forfeit  their  rights,  he  provided  that 
he  might  in  that  event,  make  proof  and  receive  title  to  the  land  from 
the  government.  Johannes  was  present  when  he  made  his  proof  and 
though  not  called  upon  as  a  witness  thereto,  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  made  any  objection  to  the  same,  but  waits  until  nearly  a  year 
thereafter  to  charge  Hobson  with  what,  if  true,  he  had  full  knowledge 
of  at  the  time  Hobson  submitted  his  proof. 

Such  action  on  his  part  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  consistent  with  good 
faith  and  fair,  straightforward  dealing. 

The  improvements  are  shown  in  the  evidence  to  be  worth  from  twice 
to  four  times  as  much  as  the  price  named  in  the  contract  signed  by 
Hobson,  and  it  is  clearly  shown  that  the  health  and  perhaps  life,  of 
Hobson's  wife,  depended  upon  his  going  where  she  might  receive  medi- 
cal treatment. 

In  his  dire  necessity  he  takes  his  friend  and  neighbor  into  his  confi- 
dence, offers  him  the  use  of  his  farm  free  for  three  years,  if  he  should 
not  in  the  meantime  wish  to  make  proof,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
allows  him,  in  the  event  the  land  is  then  claimed  by  the  railroad,  to 
purchase  his  improvements  at  a  price  greatly  below  their  real  value. 


382  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

All  the  evidence  in  my  judgment,  goes  to  show  that  Hobson  uevei 
intended  to  abandon  the  land  should  the  same  become  forfeited  and 
open  to  settlement 

By  the  terms  of  the  act  of  forfeiture  he  is  allowed  credit  for  his  resi- 
dence and  improTcmeuts  while  on  the  laud,  by  agreement  with  the  com- 
pany, and  when  he  left  it  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife's  health,  he  had  been 
in  po.'^session  and  made  his  residence  thereon  for  ten  years,  doable  the 
number  required  b;^'  the  homestead  )aw. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  had  not  abandoned  the  land,  nor  disposed 
of  his  rights  therein,  at  the  time  of  submitting  his  proof,  and  that  bis 
absence  therefrom,  as  shown  in  the  proof,  is  excusable,  and  that  Johan- 
nes' contest  was  an  afterthought  prompted  mainly  by  the  knowledge 
that  his  neighbors  would  testify  that  Hobson  had  admitted  that  he  had 
sold  out  to  him. 

Entertaining  this  view  of  the  evidence,  every  consideration  of  jus- 
tice and  right  demands  that  the  contest  should  be  dismissed^  and  Hob- 
son's  entry  sustained,  which  is  accordingly  ordered. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


ITNLAWFUL  ENCLOSURE-SETTLEMENT  BIGHTS. 

BTOVALL  V.  Heenan. 

A  Bettlement  made  withont  Tiolenoe  within  thennlawfaland  nnanthorized  inclosore 
of  another,  is  valid  and  will  not  be  defeated  by  snch  unlawful  occupancy. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  April  22, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Francis  M.  Stovall  v.  Morris  J.  Heonan, 
on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  July  18, 1889,  suspend- 
ing his  proof  and  holding  his  homestead  entry  subject  to  the  right  of 
the  latter  to  make  proof  on  his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for 
lots  3  and  4,  and  S.  i  NW.  i,  Sec.  1,  T.  26  S.,  B.  12  £.,  San  Francisco, 
California,  land  district 

On  March  30, 1886,  Heenan  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement 
for  this  land,  alleging  settlement  on  the  25th  of  said  month. 

On  May  following,  StOvall  made  homestead  entry  for  the  same  land, 
and  on  November  25, 1886,  offered  final  proof,  upon  due  notice,  and 
Heenan  having  been  specifically  notified,  appeared  and  protested  against 
the  same  and  offered  evidence  as  to  his  own  settlement  and  residence. 

The  local  officers  decided  in  favor  of  Stovall  and  recommended  the 
cancellation  of  Heenan's  pre-emption  filing. 

From  this  decision  he  appealed  and  you  reversed  the  same  and  de- 
cided the  case  as  before  stated. 

From  this  decision  Stovall  appealed  to  this  Department. 

Xbe  testimony  shows  that  he  occupi^4  a  preemption  claim  adjoining 
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this  land,  and  while  residing  there,  he  fenced  a  portion  of  the  land  in 
controversy,  cultivated  a  part  of  it,  erected  a  house  on  it  in  May,  1885, 
and  tried  to  prevent  the  same  from  being  entered  or  filed  upon  until  he 
could  make  proof  in  support  of  his  preemption  claim  which  he  could 
not  do  until  April  6,  1886.  On  that  day  he  submitted  his  proof  and 
immediately  began  making  preparations  to  move  upon  the  land  in  con- 
troversy. He  claims  to  have  moved  on  this  tract  in  April,  but  the 
testimony  tends  to  show  that  he  did  not  locate  there  until  May  1886, 
since  which  time  he  has  lived  thereon  with  his  family  and  cultivated  a 
portion  of  the  land. 

Heenan  went  upon  the  land  on  Mairch  25, 188*6,  and  arranged  some 
timbers  for  the  foundation  of  a  house.  Oil  the  5th  of  April,  following, 
he  moved  a  house,  that  he  had  bought,  on  the  land,  and  put  in  it  a  stove 
and  cooking  uteusils«  a  bed,  chair,  bench,  table,  dishes,  etc.,  and  began 
his  residence.  Soon  thereafter  this  house  was  burned.  He  rebuilt 
immediately  and  has,  although  absent  during  short  intervals  on  business 
and  to  work  for  the  neighbors,  maintained  a  continuous  residence 
thereon.  He  has  erected  a  stable  for  his  horses,  which  he  has  kept 
there  much  of  the  time,  has  fenced  a  portion  of  the  land,  broken  and 
cultivated  a  few  acres,  and  given  evidence  at  all  times  of  good  faith, 
and  an  honest  effort  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

Counsel  for  Stovall  earnestly  insist  that  because  their  client  had 
placed  a  fence  around  this  land,  that  Heenan  was  a  trespasser  when  he 
went  upon  it,  and  thus  being  a  wrongdoer,  could  acquire  no  settlement 
rights.  Furthermore,  that  the  land  had  been  withdrawn  in  1872  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  company  and  so 
remained  until  the  order  of  March  23,  1886,  promulgated  April  8, 1886, 
revoked  the  withdrawal ;  that  Stovall  enclosed  the  land  with  a  view  to 
purchasing  it  of  the  railroad  company,  when  it  should  get  title,  and 
counsel  seriously  claim  that  such  improvements,  claimed  to  be  of  the 
value  of  $500  to  $750,  gave  him  some  advantage  over  Heenan. 

Unfortunately  for  this  argument,  there  is  no  testimony  tending  to 
show  that  their  client  fenced  the  land  with  any  such  thought  or  purpose. 
He  says  that  in  May,  1885,  he  built  a  small  house  on  the  land,  and  says 
it  was  done  because  he  thought  of  putting  a  <^  chicken  ranch  "  on  the 
land  and  when  asked  if  it  was  not  a  fact  that  he  built  the  house  in  1885 
with  a  view  to  taking  the  land  as  a  homestead  after  he  had  proven  up 
on  his  pre-emption,  he  answered — 

I  caloalateil  to  take  it  as  a  liomeBtead  after  I  made  final  proof  on  pre-emption. 

The  preponderence  of  the  evidence  shows  that  Stovall  fenced  this 
land  and  built  the  cabin  on  it,  not  under  any  permit  from  the  railroad 
company  or  with  intention  of  buying  it  of  the  company,  but  solely  to 
prevent  it  being  settled  upon  and  entered  by  other  persons,  until  such 
time  as  he  could  take  it.  His  acts  were  in  violation  of  the  law,  (Act 
pf  February  2dy  1885, 23  Stats.,  321),  and  in  disregard  of  the  President's 
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proclamation  of  Angast  7, 1885.    In  this  proclamation  the  President 
refers  to  the  act  above  cited,  and  says,  inter  alia: 

I  ...  do  hereby  order  and  direct  that  any  and  every  nnlawfnl  incloaare  of 
the  public  lands  maintained  by  any  person,  association  or  corporation,  be  immedi- 
ately removed,  and  I  do  hereby  forbid  any  person,  association  or  corporation  from 
preventing  or  obstrncting  by  means  of  such  inclosare  .  .  .  any  person  entitled 
there  to  from  peaceably  entering  npon  and  establishing  a  settlement  or  residence  on 
any  part  of  snch  pablic  land  which  is  snbject  to  entry  and  settlement  under  thelaws 
of  the  United  States,  &c. 

Stovall  was  a  wrongdoer  and  acquired  no  right  by  his  fencing,  break- 
ing or  cultivation. 

Heenan  went  upon  the  laud  without  any  violence, — he  made  a  settle- 
ment, built  a  house  and  established  his  residence  within  an  enclosure 
erected  in  violation  of  law.  In  the  case  of  Horton  v.  Westbrook  (9  L. 
D.,  455),  the  case  of  Stoddard  v.  !N^eigle  (7  L.  D.,  340),  was  followed,  and 
it  was  said, — 

A  settlement  made  without  violence  within  the  nnlawfnl  and  ananthorized  enclo- 
sure of  another,  is  valid  and  will  not  be  defeated  by  snch  nnlawfnl  oocnpanoy. 

It  is  quite  clearly  shown  that  Heenan  was  prior  in  time  as  to  the  mat- 
ter of  settlement  and  he  is  superior  in  right 
Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT-EXPIRED  FILING-SETTLEMENT  CLAIM. 

Northern  Pacific  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Kranich  et  al. 

On  the  expiration  of  a  pre-emption  filing,  without  proof  and  payment,  the  preanmp- 
tion  arises  that  the  claim  under  such  filing  has  been  abandoned. 

A  bare  allegation  of  settlement  at  a  date  prior  to  the  definite  location  of  the  road^  is 
not  sufficient  to  vrork  an  exception  under  the 'grant,  where  the  declaratory  state- 
ment containing  snch  allegation  is  not  filed  until  after  the  rights  of  the  road 
have  attached. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioned' of  the  General  Land  Office^  April  22, 

1891. 

The  record  in  the  case  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  v.  Ernest 
Kranich  and  William  Hogan  is  before  me,  and  shows  that,  on  Septem- 
ber 1, 1868,  Edward  Jordan  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement, 
alleging  settlement  the  day  before,  for  the  SE.  i  of  the  NE.  i,  Sec.  23, 
T.  10  N.,  E.  4  W.,  Helena,  Montana. 

September  6, 18G9,  Josephus  L.  Patterson  made  similar  filing  for  the 
same  tract,  alleging  settlement  as  of  date  of  filing. 

Andrew  W.  Johnson  also  filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  same 
April  26, 1872,  alleging  settlement  the  day  before. 

Ernest  Kranich,  one  of  the  claimants  herein,  made  pre-emption  filing 
for.  the  same  Jaly  24, 1885,  alleging  settlement  thereon  in  April,  1879. 

William  Hogan,  the  other  defendant,  filed  for  t^e  §ai|ie  April  14^ 
1886,  alleging  settlement  th^  eame  date. 
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April  6, 1886,  Kranich  gave  notice  tliat  he  intended  to  make  proof 
before  the  local  officers  at  Helena,  on  May  14,  of  the  same  year,  at 
which  date  Hogau  appeared  and  cou  tested  Krauich's  claim. 

Testimony  of  witnesses  was  taken  on  both  sides,  and  the  local  officers 
rejected  Kranich's  proof  for  non-compliance  with  the  pre-emption  law 
and  for  the  reason  that  he  had  left  land  of  his  own  to  settle  on  the  tract 
in  controversy. 

Ejranich  duly  appealed  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office. 

The  tract  in  controversy  is  within  the  granted  limits  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Bailroad  Compan}',  and,  while  the  appeal  was  pending  before 
yoa,  to  wit,  on  April  20^  1888,  the  said  company  applied  to  file  list  of 
selections  No.  141,  which  embraced  this  tract.  The  register  and  re- 
ceiver refused  to  allow  this  land  to  be  selected,  because  it  was  covered 
by  the  pre-emption  filing  of  Andrew  W.  Johnson,  which  was  made 
April  26,  1872. 

Thereupon,  the  company  appealed,  and  your  office,  by  letter  of  De- 
cember 5,  1889,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers  in  their  rejection 
of  the  company's  claim,  but  rendered  no  judgment  as  to  the  respective 
claims  of  Hogan  and  Kranich. 

From  this  decision  of  your  office  the  company  now  further  prose- 
cutes its  appeal  to  this  Department. 

The  map  of  general  route  was  filed  in  your  office  February  21, 1872, 
At  that  date  the  pre-emption  filings  of  Jordan  and  Patterson  were  of 
record. 

Patterson's  filing  had  not  then  expired  and  was  presumptively  valid. 
It  therefore  excepted  the  tract  from  the  operation  of  the  withdrawal 
on  general  route.  Maloue  v,  tTnion  Pacific  Railway  Company,  7  L.  D., 
13  5  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  v,  Stovenour,  10  L.  D.,  645. 

At  the  date  of  the  definite  location  of  the  road  (July  6,  1882),  how- 
ever, the  filings  of  Jordan,  Patterson,  and  Johnson  had  all  expired  by 
limitation,  thus  raising  the  presumption  that  whatever  claims  had 
previously  attached  to  the  land  thereunder  had  been  abandoned.    (See 

laat  case  cited.) 

Kranich,  in  his  declaratory  statement  made  July  24, 1885,  alleges 

settlement  April  1, 1879,  prior  to  date  of  definite  location.    This  fact, 

if  properly  established,  would  except  the  land  from  the  operation  of 

the  grant. 

The  fact  of  such  settlement,  however,  is  not  sufficiently  established 
by  the  bare  allegation  thereof  in  his  declaratory  statement.  Barr  v. 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  7  L.  D.,  235 ;  Northern  Pacific 
Bailroad  Company  v.  Beck,  11  L.  D.,  584 ;  same  v.  Wilder,  11  L.  D., 
444. 

While  the  case  of  Barr  v.  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company, 
above  cited^  had  reference  to  an  allegation  of  settlement  prior  to  with- 
drawal on  general  route  and  its  efi'ect  on  such  withdrawal,  no  reason  is 
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perceived  why  the  same  priuciple  will  not  apply  when  it  is  soaght 
thereby  to  except  the  land  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  which  at- 
taches upon  filing  the  map  of  definite  location. 

The  local  officers,  upon  the  application  of  the  company  to  list  the 
tract  in  controversy,  should  have  ordered  a  hearing  (with  notice  to  all 
parties  in  interest)  to  determine  the  actual  status  of  the  land  on  the 
6th  of  July,  1882,  when  the  line  of  the  road  was  definitely  located. 

You  will  now  direct  the  register  and  receiver  to  order  such  hearing, 
when  Krauich  will  be  allowed,  if  he  can,  to  show  that  he  was  in  the 
actual  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  land  at  the  date  of  definite  lo- 
cation of  the  road,  and  transmit  the  evidence,  with  their  conclusions 
thereon,  to  your  office  for  your  further  action,  and,  if,  on  examination 
of  such  evidence  and  proceedings,  you  find  adversely  to  the  coujpany, 
you  will  also  in  your  decision  pass  upon  the  conflicting  claims  of  Kran- 
ich  and  Hogan,  so  that  all  matters  in  dispute  may  be  determined  by  one 
judgment. 

Your  decision  is  accordingly^ modified. 


BAILROAD  INDEMNITY  SELECTION— APPLICATION  TO  ENTER. 

SiMSER  V.  Southern  Minnesota  Ry.  Co. 

< 

A  timber  culture  application  can  not  be  accepted  for  land  embraced  within  a  prior 

railroad  indemnity  selection. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  April 

22, 1891. 

1  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Sidney  P.  Simser  from  your  office 
decision  dated  October  2, 1889,  rejecting  his  application  to  make  tim- 
ber culture  entry  for  the  SW.  i  Sec.  17,  T.  101  N.,  E.  28  W.,  Marshall, 
Minnesota. 

The  record  shows  that  Mads  0.  Monson,  made  homestead  entry  for 
the  tract  in  question  December  2, 1864;  his  entry  was  canceled  June 

21. 1869.  The  land  is  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  Southern  Min- 
nesota Railway  Extension  Company,  but  was  exempted  from  the  with- 
drawal ordered  August  22, 1866,  on  account  of  said  grant,  by  reason  of 
the  existence  of  Monson's  entry.  After  said  entry  had  been  canceled 
and  before  any  applications  for  said  land  were  tiled,  to  wit,  November 

29. 1870,  the  Eailway  Company  selected  this  land.  Again  on  January 
6, 1877,  this  tract  was  included  in  another  selection  made  by  the  com- 
pany. 

On  July  20, 1883,  Valentine  Wiegand  made  application  to  enter  the 
tract  as  a  homestead.  It  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  for  conflict 
with  the  railway  selections    He  appealed  to  your  office. 

On  April  7, 1884,  Sidney  P.  Simser  applied  for  the  land  under  the 
timber-culture  .law.    S-i^  application  was  rejected  by  the  register  and 
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receiver  becaase  of  conflict  with  the  railway's  selection  and  the  prior 
application  and  pending  appeal  of  Wiegand.  He  appealed,  alleging 
that  he  had  been  in  '^  the  actaal  possession  and  occupation  and  improve- 
ment of  said  tract  as  a  squatter  since  the  2ud  day  of  May,  1869."  He 
also  averred  that  ^^  Wiegand  had  abandoned  his  entry  and  appeal." 

In  view  of  the  facts  alleged  in  this  appeal,  a  hearing  was  ordered 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the  land  at  the  dates 
of  selection  by  the  railway  company.  The  hearing  was  had  December 
17, 1884,  at  which  Wiegand  and  Simser  appeared  in  person  and  by  at- 
torneys. 

After  considering  the  testimony  submitted,  the  local  officers  rejected 
Simser's  application  and  recommended  that  Wiegand  be  allowed  to  make 
entry  under  his  homestead  application.  Simser  appealed  from  the 
action  taken  by  the  register  and  receiver.  The  railway  company  did 
not  appeal. 

On  October  2, 1889,  your  office,  acting  upon  the  appeal  taken  by  Sim- 
ser, held  the  railway  company's  selection  of  the  tract  in  question  valid, 
and  rejected  all  pending  application's  to  enter  said  land.  All  parties  in 
interest  were  notified  of  said  decision,  and  Sidney  P.  Simser  appealed 
therefrom.  There  is  no  evidence  accompanying  the  appeal  to  show  that 
notice  of  the  same  was  served  upon  the  railway  company,  but  that  such 
service  appears  to  have  been  made  upon  Wiegand  alone. 

Your  decision  appealed  from  was  adverse  to  Wiegand,  and  by  failing 
to  appeal  therefrom  he  abandoned  all  his  interest  in  the  conflict.  Sim- 
ser's application  for  timber-culture  entry  was  rejected  because  of  the 
right  of  the  railway  company  to  hold  said  land ;  his  notice  of  appeal 
should  therefore  have  been  served  upon  the  railway  company. 

This  irregularity,  however,  might  yet  be  cured  by  the  service  of  a  new 
notice  upon  the  Railway  Company,  if  the  record  disclosed  sufficient 
merit  in  Simser's  application  to  warrant  it.  The  evidence  submitted  at 
the  hearing  shows  that  Simser 

did  not  make  settlement  upon  or  take  possession  of  a  tract  with  a  view  of  acquiring 
title  to  it,  but  merely  as  a  matter  of  convenience. 

It  appears  from  his  testimony  that,  although  he  cultivated  four  or  five 
acres  of  the  land  iu  1869,  and  has  done  so  almost  every  season  since 
that  time,  still  he  never  intended  to  enter  the  tract  or  even  thought  of 
doing  so  until  1875,  more  than  four  years  after  the  railroad  selection  of 
1870  had  been  admitted.  He  made  no  application  for  the  land  until 
1884.  It  is  shown  that  he  had  a  homestead  adjoining  this  tract  and 
merely  used  a  small  portion  of  the  laud  in  question  for  the  profit  there 
was  in  it. 

The  tract  was  selected  by  the  railroad  company  ]!^ovember  29, 1870, 
and  re-selected  January  6, 1877.  The  second  selection  may  have  been 
unnecessary,  but  as  no  other  claim  except  the  prior  selection  on  account 
of  the  same  grant  then  appeared  upon  the  records,  no  one  was  injured 
by  its  admission. 
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I  am  of  opinion  that  it  was  incambent  upon  the  applicants  for  this 
land  to  show  that  the  tract  was  not  subject  to  selection  by  the  railway 
company  November  29, 1870,  and  Janaary  6, 1877,  the  dates  upon  which 
said  selections  were  made.    This  was  not  done. 

Tour  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


CERTfOBABI«.APPEAL~ATTOSNlET. 

Nichols  v.  Gillette. 

Notice  of  a  decisioa  served  upon  the  attorney  is  notice  to  the  client,  and  certiorari 
will  not  be  granted  where  the  right  of  appeal  is  lost  through  the  attorney's  neg- 
ligence. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  La/nd  Office^  April  22, 

1891. 

Oharles  H.  Nichols  has  made  fi>pp1ication  for  a  writ  of  certiorari 
directing  your  office  to  transmit  to  the  Department  the  record  in  the 
case  of  said  Nichols  v.  Charles  M.  Gillette,  involving  lots  1  and  2  and 
the  S.  i  of  the  NE.  ^  of  Sec.  4,  T.  30  N.,  B.  48  W.,  Ohadron  land  district, 
Nebraska. 

The  ground  of  application  is  that  notice  of  yoar  decision  of  October 
21, 1890  was  duly  sent  to  applicant's  attorney ;  that  said  attorney  had, 
in  the  meantime,  been  appointed  register  of  the  land  office  at  Alliance, 
Nebraska,  and  had  removed  thither }  that  as  the  result  of  such  appoint- 
ment and  removal,  said  attorney  failed  either  to  appeal  from  your  deci- 
sion or  to  notify  his  client  that  decision  had  been  rendered  against  him; 
that  as  the  result  of  such  neglect  on  tbe  part  of  his  attorney,  the  client 
received  no  notice  of  your  decision  adverse  to  him,  until  more  than 
sixty  days  after  his  attorney  had  received  and  accepted  notice  of  the 
same ;  and  that  when  he  did  file  his  appeal,  your  office  refused  to  allow 
it,  on  the  ground  that  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Eules  of  Practice  had 
expired. 

The  purpose  of  the  writ  of  certiorari  is  not  the  correction  of  errors  re- 
sulting from  tbe  laches  of  the  party  applying  therefor  (Tomay  et  ah  v. 
Stewart,  1  L.  D.,  570,  and  numerous  decisions  since).  In  the  present 
case  the  applicant  insists  that  the  fault  is  not  his  own,  but  that  of  his 
attorney ;  but  it  has  been  repeatedly  held  that  notice  to  an  attorney  is 
notice  to  his  client,  and  that  a  writ  of  certiorari  will  not  be  granted 
where  the  right  of  appeal  is  lost  through  the  attorney's  negligence. 
(Ariel  C.  Harris,  6  L.  D.,  122;  Asher  v.  Holmes,  8  L.  D.,  396).  This 
rule  has  been  rigidly  adhered  to,  even  where  the  attorney  had  ab- 
sconded, and  Ms  whereabouts  were  unknown  (Thos.  G.  Cook,  10  L.  D., 
324).  True  it  has  been  intimated  that  even  where  the  applicant  may 
have  failed  to  appeal  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Bules  of  Prac- 
tice, andhenceisnotentitied  tothe  writ  on  the  ground  of  the  wrongful 
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denial  of  his  appeal,  yet  if  it  is  made  to  appear  tbat  be  is  justly  entitled 
to  relief,  it  may  be  granted  under  the  Secretary's  sapervisory  aatbority 
(Oscar  T.  Boberts,  8  L.  D.,  423) ;  but  in  tbe  case  at  bar,  no  showing  is 
made.    The  application  must  therefore  be  denied. 


MnOClS  SCRIP— LOCATIO    • 

Evan  T.  Warnbe. 

Land  within  the  corporate  limits  of  tbe  city  of  Chi  cago  is  not  vacant  public  land, 

and  as  such,  sabjeot  to  location  with  MoKee  scrip. 

First  AsHitant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  April  22, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  appeal  of  Evan  T.  Warner  from  your  ofiSce 
letter  of  January  29, 1890,  refusing  his  application  to  locate,  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  Chicago,  certificate  No.  2  C,  issued  to  George  E. 
Billingsly,  one  of  the  heirs  of  William  B.  McKee,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  1,  1889  (25  Stat.,  1307). 

The  original  ace  granting  to  each  of  the  orphan  children  of  William 
K  HcKee  a  quarter  section  of  land  was  passed  January  25, 1853  (10 
Stat.,  745),  and  provided  that  the  same  should  be  ^^  located  upon  any 
vacant  land  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  located  when  and  in  such 
manner  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  direct. 

The  scrip  not  having  been  located  under  this  act,  the  act  of  March  1, 
1889,  supr4ij  was  passed  to  carry  into  effect  the  original  grant,  and  pro- 
vided that  other  certificates  for  those  held  by  them  should  be  issued  to 
the  surviving  children  and  grandchildren  of  said  McKee,  '^  which  new 
certificates  they  may  enter  and  locate  for  themselves  upon  any  lands  in 
satisfaction  of  said  grant  of  the  class  described  in  the  act  to  which  this 
is  an  amendment." 

The  class  of  land  described  in  the  granting  act  was  <^  any  vacant  land 
of  the  United  States." 

By  several  decisions  of  this  Department,  it  has  been  held  that  land 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  Chicago  was  not  vacant  public 
land,  subject  to  '^  any  scrip  location  whatever."  John  Farson,  2  L.  D., 
338 ;  Thomas  B.  Valentine  v.  City  of  Chicago,  Copp's  Public  Land  Laws, 
Vol.  2,  page  1024. 

Yoor  decision  is  therefore  right|  and  is  affirmed. 


390  DECISIONS  RELATING  TO   THE   PCBLIC   LANDS. 

PRACTICE— APPEAL-JURISDICTION. 

Henry  v.  Stanton  et  al. 

An  api>ealfrom  the  Commissioner's  decision  removes  the  case  from  the  Jnrisdiction  of 
the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  and  no  authority  exists  in  said  office  thereafter  to  con- 
sider a  motion  asking  the  dismissal  of  said  appeal. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  ApHl  20, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Charles  S.  Henry  v.  John  W.  Stanton, 
Geo.  H.  Stanton,  Wm.  W.  Stanton,  Wm.  F.  Dean  and  Sarah  A.  Mc- 
Brine,  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  yonr  decision  of  September  4, 1889, 
directing  a  hearing  to  determine  his  rights  as  against  McBrine  and 
John  W.  Stanton  and  refusing  to  suspend  the  entries  of  the  remaining 
defendants  on  certain  parts  of  Sec.  25,  T.  21  N.,  B.  3  E.,  Helena,  Mon- 
tana land  district 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

On  December  4, 1889,  counsel  for  J.  W.  Stanton,  George  H.  Stanton 
and  W.  W.  Stanton  filed  in  jour  office  a  motion  in  which  they  ask, 
^*  The  Commissioner  to  dismiss  the  appeal  from  his  decision  of  Septem- 
ber 4, 1889."  They  set  forth  certain  reasons  therefor  and  support  the 
motion  by  an  affidavit.  I  will  not  consider  the  grounds  of  the  motion, 
because  your  office  had  no  jurisdiction  to  pass  upon  such  a  motion.  The 
appeal  removed  the  case  to  the  appellate  courts  and  only  the  appellate 
court  can  pass  upon  the  sufficiency  of  an  appeal  to  it 

Ton  passed  upon  the  motion,  however,  and  overruled  it :  This  was 
extrajudiciaU 


SCHOOIi  liANI)— INDKMNITT  SEI^ECnOlT. 

Henderson  v.  Moobe. 

The  State  by  accepting  indemnity  in  lien  of  a  deficiency  shown  by  the  existing  sur- 
vey is  divested  thereby  of  all  right  to  the  basis  thus  nsed,  and  is  not  entitled  to 
assert  any  claim  thereto,  where  by  a  later  survey  the  school  section  is  found  in 
place,  and  the  rights  of  third  parties  have  intervened. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

ApHl  23, 1891. 

Under  certain  instructions  in  your  office  letter  "K''  of  April  3, 1889, 
to  the  register  and  receiver  at  Lake  view,  Oregon,  C.  A.  Moore  was  al- 
lowed to  make  homestead  entry.  No.  1240,  for  the  N  W.  i  of  Sec  SO.  T. 
39  S.,  B.  24  E.,  in  said  land  district. 

On  April  29, 1889,  F.  A.  Henderson  filed  a  protest  against  the  allow- 
ance of  said  entry,  claiming  the  land  by  purchase;  in  evidence  of  his 
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title,  he  subsequently  file<l  a  copy  of  a  deed,  dated  January  16, 1889, 
by  which  the  board  of  oommissioners  for  the  sale  of  school,  university 
and  other  State  lands  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  convey  to  him  the  said 
quarter  section  and  certain  other  tracts  in  Sec.  36,  T.  39  S.,  R.  24  E.,  as 
school  lands. 

This  protest  was  duly  forwarded  to  yonr  office,  and,  on  October  29, 
1889,  you  rendered  your  decision,  holding  that  the  State's  conveyance 
to  Henderson  was  inoperative,  and  that  the  land  was  properly  subject 
to  the  entry  of  Moore,  whose  entry  should  stand,  subject  to  his  com- 
pliance with  the  law.    From  this  judgment  Henderson  appeals. 

This  township  was  originally  surveyed  in  1875.  By  this  survey  sub- 
divisions, to  the  extent  of  5,477.69  acres,  were  thereon  made.  More 
than  half  of  its  contents  were  represented  as  covered  by  Lake  Warner, 
in  the  eastern  part,  and  about  5,500  acres  in  the  northwestern  part  were 
left  unsurveyed  and  described  on  the  plat  as  <*  very  high,  rougli  and 
mountainous,  and  therefore  unfit  to  be  surveyed." 

This  survey  was  approved  January  3,  1876,  by  Surveyor-General 
Sampson  of  Oregon,  and  the  map  of  the  subdivisions  was  represented 
as  strietly  conformable  to  the  original  field  notes.  It  was  Qled  in  the 
local  ofSce  February  24,  thereafter. 

On  April  29, 1885,  Z.  F.  Moody,  governor  and  ex-offlcio  land  com- 
missioner for  Oregon,  recommended  and  agreed  to  accept  the  north  half 
of  Sec.  10,  T.  34  S.,  E.  34  E.,  said  land  district  (320  acres),  in  lieu  of  the 
deficiency  in  school  land  caused  by  all  of  Sec.  36,  in  T.  39  S.,  R.  24  B., 
being  taken  up  by  Warner  Lake.  This  list  No.  3  was  filed  in  the  local 
o£Sce  May  11, 1885.  The  township  (39)  was  alleged  to  contain  more 
than  one  half  and  less  than  three-fourths  of  a  full  township,  and  by  sec- 
tion 2276  of  the  Revised  Statutes  the  State  was  thus  entitled  to  nine- 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  as  a  basis  for  school  land. 

It  was  alleged  that  all  of  Sec.  16,  with  the  exception  of  about  fifty 
acres,  was  in  place.  This  list  was  approved  May  4, 1886,  in  approved 
list  No.  2,  conveying  the  title  to  the  selected  lands  to  the  State.  (B.  S. 
2449.) 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1886,  Special  Agent  Shackleford  re- 
ported to  your  office  that  much  of  the  so-called  Warner  Lake  is  dry 
land,  upon  which  were  settlers  who  desired  to  claim  under  the  public 
land  laws,  while  other  portions  of  it  are  marsh.  Ho  reported  that  there 
was  no  lake  to  be  found  as  located  by  the  original  survey ;  that  the  set- 
tlers charged  that  the  survey  as  made  was  fraudulent.  Accordingly, 
your  oflQce  recommended,  and  this  Department  concurred  therein  (see 
Lake  Warner,  5  L.  D.,  369),  that  a  new  survey  be  made  to  extend 
^^  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  what  is  termed  Lake  Warner.'' 

The  new  survey  was  accordingly  made  and  approved  June  1, 1888. 
By  this  resurvey  the  land,  formerly  returned  as  covered  by  Lake  War- 
ner, is  shown  to  be  swampy  or  subject  to  annual  overflow,  only' four 
hundred  acres  thereof  being  covered  by  water. 
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The  area  of  the  surveyed  iK)rtion  of  the  township  by  the  new  survey 
is  shown  to  be  15,832.46;  Sec.  16 contains 320  acres;  Sec.  36  is  subject 
to  overflow,  but  contains  342.85  acres — being  made  fractional  by  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  township.  Including  the  land  discovered  by 
the  new  survey  and  the  manifest  area  of  the  unsurveyed  northwest^  the 
township  contains  evidently  more  than  17,280  (three- fourths  of  a  town- 
ship), and  this  is  shown  to  be  of  that  class  for  which  the  State  is  en- 
titled to  claim  1280  acres  of  school  lands,  or  two  sections.  (Sec  2276 
R.S.) 

These  facts  being  developed  by  the  new  survey  and  the  State  having 
only  obtained  six  hundred  acres  in  place  in  section  16,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  by  selection,  it  is  apparent  that  there  is  due  the 
State  for  school  purposes  an  additional  number  of  acres  to  make  up  the 
amount  of  two  full  sections — 1280  acres~*for  the  fractional  township. 

Such  being  the  facts,  the  State  officers  executed  the  above  mentioned 
deed,  of  January  16, 1889,  purporting  to  convey  portions  of  the  recov- 
ered section  36  to  Henderson,  including  the  land  in  controversy,  and  it 
is  insisted  that  the  State  has  the  superior  right  to  section  36,  because 
the  new  survey  increased  the  area  of  the  township  so  as  to  entitle  the 
State  to  additional  school  land. 

It  is  further  insisted  that  the  State  was,  in  the  first  place,  misled  by 
the  return  of  the  United  States  surveyor  as  to  the  character  of  the  land 
embraced  in  what  is  known  as  Warner  Lake  and  also  as  to  its  area;  that 
your  office  erred  in  adjudging  that  any  law  existed  that  authorized  the 
State  authorities  to  select  indemnity  lands  for  said  section  36.  it  being 
in  place;  and  in  adjudging  that  there  was  any  law  which  authorized 
the  approval  of  such  selection ;  that  it  was  error  to  adjudge  the  home- 
stead entry  of  Moore  valid,  upon  the  ground  that  the  State  had  been 
permitted  to  select  indemnity  for  a  deficit,  which  the  records  show  did 
not  exist 

It  is  seen  that  by  the  old  survey  all  of  section  36  was  covered  by  Lake 
Warner ;  and  for  this  specific  section,  so  lost  to  the  school  grant,  the 
State,  through  the  then  governor,  agreed  to  accept,  and  did  accept, 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  other  lands,  in  lieu  of  this  deficiency. 

By  this  act  all  right  of  the  State  to  the  basis  of  the  selection  (the 
36th  section)  was  divested,  and  the  land  restored  to  entry.  States. 
Dent,  18  Mo.,  313 ;  Thomas  E.  Watson,  6  L.  D.,  71 ;  State  of  California, 
7  L.  D.,  270 ;  Henry  Wilds,  8  L.  D.,  394 ;  and  Thomas  F.  Talbot,  idem, 
495. 

It  is  evident  that  the  first  survey  was  erroneous,  and  but  for  that 
error  the  State  would  have  taken  the  land  in  section  36  that  was  in 
place,  but,  having  elected  to  take  indemnity  in  lieu  of  said  section,  and 
the  rights  of  third  parties  having  intervened,  it  will  be  bound  by  its 
selection. 

Moreover,  the  State  does  not  offer  to  surrender  the  land  taken  in 
lieu  of  the  section  for  which  the  indemnity  was  granted,  but  suggests 
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that  ^'  a  demand  should  be  made  for  a  reconveyance  of  any  selections 
made  and  improperly  allowed." 

The  lien  lands  (presamably)  have  long  since  passed  into  the  hands 
of  innocent  purchasers,  so  that  it  is  practically  out  of  the  q'uestion  to 
place  the  lands  in  9tatu  quo. 

The  plats  of  the  original  survey  on  their  face  imported  a  verity ;  its 
correctness  was  attested  by  the  officers  of  the  government  As  such 
they  were  acted  upon,  both  by  the  government  and  the  State  of  Ore- 
gon ;  the  State  accepted  other  lands  in  lieu  of  such  as  were  shown  to  be 
wanting  from  *'  natural  causes,"  and,  although  a  later  survey  showed 
such  lands  in  place  which  before  were  described  as  covered  by  a  lake, 
yet  the  mistake  on  the  part  of  both  the  government  and  the  State  was 
mutual,  and  it  is  too  late  now  to  correct  it— it  is  wholly  impracticable. 

The  State  having  received  indemnity  tor  the  said  section  36,  the  same 
is  open  to  settlement  and  entry.  After  having  received  the  land  in 
lieu  of  said  section,  it  had  no  right  or  title  to  the  basis  thus  surren- 
dered, and  therefore  its  grantee,  Henderson,  by  his  said  deed,  obtained 
no  title. 

It  appears  that  on  July  13, 1889,  nearly  six  months  after  the  attempted 
transfer  of  the  lands  in  contiroversy  to  Henderson,  the  State  authorities 
filed  list  No.  31  in  the  local  office,  assigning  deficits  in  said  township  as 
a  basis  for  320  acres  of  indemnity.  It  is  manifest  that  the  State  is  en- 
titled to  additional  indemnity  for  school  lands  in  said  township  lost 
from  the  grant,  and  the  regularity  of  its  selection  made  July  13, 1889, 
should  be  examined  with  a  view  to  the  certification  of  the  proper  quan- 
tity to  the  State. 

But,  having  already  received  320  acres  as  indemnity  for  said  section 
36,  and  subsequently  applied  for  the  balance  on  account  of  the  enlarged 
area  as  developed  by  the  new  survey,  the  State  can  not  legally  claim 
the  basis  or  any  part  of  the  same  already  surrendered. 

The  land  belonged  to  the  government  and  was  subject  to  entry,  and 
the  entry  of  Moore  will  be  allowed  to  stand,  subject  to  his  compliance 
with  the  law. 

Tour  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


HOMESTSAB  ENTRY— ACT  OF  JUNE  16,  1880. 

Mather  v.  Brown. 

The  right  of  purchaae  under  section  2,  act  of  Jane  15, 188(*,  cannot  be  exercised  by 
an  entryman  wbo  has  sold  the  land  embraced  within  the  original  entry. 

Firgt  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  AprU  23, 1891. 

On  October  28, 1879,  Mary  Brown  made  homestead  entry  4>f  the  NW. 
i  of  Sec  15,  T.  1  S.,  S.  31  W.,  Oberlin,  Kansas. 
On  April  17, 1886,  she  made  application  to  purchase  said  tract  under 
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the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Jane  15,  1880  (21 
Stat,  237). 

This  application  was  r^ected,  because  B.  O.  Kindig,  who  presented 
the  same,  stated  that  Mary  Brown  had  conveyed  the  land  to  him,  and 
that  the  deed  of  conveyance  was  of  record* 

From  this  decision  an  appeal  was  filed  May  15, 1886.  Two  days  there- 
after, A.  L.  Duncan,  special  agent,  filed  a  statement  in  the  local  office, 
saying  that  he  had  on  that  day  examined  the  records  of  Bawllns  county 
and  "  find  that  Mary  Brown  has  made  a  warranty  deed  to  Qeorge  W. 
Keys  and  I.  0.  Bmahiser  for  the  N  W.  ^  Sec.  15,  T.  1  S.,  B.  31 W.,  Jan- 
uary 7, 1885 ;  consideration  two  hundred  dollars.'' 

On  May  1, 1886,  D.  G.  Mather  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest,  alleging 
abandonment.  Hearing  was  had,  defendant  making  default,  and  the 
entry  held  for  cancellation  and  no  appeal  filed. 

On  April  28, 1888,  you  reversed  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver, 
rejecting  claimant's  application  to  purchase ;  also  in  ordering  the  hear- 
ing on  Mather's  contest.  You  also  directed  that  claimant  be  allowed  to 
purchase  the  land  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  15, 1880,  and 
on  August  9, 1888,  cash  certificate  was  issued  upon  claimant's  applica- 
tion. 

This  appeal  is  brought  to  reverse  that  judgment. 

The  controlling  question  in  this  case  is,  whether  one  who  has  alienated 
the  land  covered  by  his  entry  can  afterwards  purchase  the  same  andor 
the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880. 

It  is  clearly  shown  by  the  report  of  the  special  agent,  and  the  fact  is 
no  where  denied,  that  Miss  Brown  had  conveyed  the  land  by  warranty 
deed  before  she  applied  to  purchase  under  said  act. 

It  is  insisted  by  counsel  and  so  held  by  you  that  notwithstanding 
the  sale  of  the  land,  the  entryman  subsequently  had  a  right  to  pur- 
chase. 

The  case  of  George  £.  Sandford  (5  L.  D.,  535,)  is  cited  and  relied  upon 
as  authority  for  your  action. 

By  reference  to  that  case,  it  will  be  found  that  Sandford  had  not  really 
conveyed  the  land  prior  to  his  cash  entry ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  con- 
veyance was  made  nearly  a  month  subsequent  to  that  time,  and  it  is 
there  state  that: 

There  is  nothing  in  the  law which  prohihits  him  from  making  such 

contract  of  future  8ale  as  is  here  shown  to  have  been  made.  The  fact  that  he  hacl 
made  a  previous  agreement  to  sell  can  in  no  way,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  in  the  absence 
of  a  prohibition  to  that  effect,  impair  his  right  of  purchase. 

It  was  also  held  in  the  Peter  Weber  case  (10  L.  D.,  392),  that  a  mere 
contract  of  sale,  or  a  power  of  attorney  authorizing  a  sale,  will  not  nec- 
essarily defeat  a  subsequent  purchase  under  the  2d  section  of  said  act. 

But  in  the  case  at  bar,  the  entryman  sold  all  her  interest  in  the  land 
prior  to  the  cash  entry.  There  was  therefore  nothing  upon  which  to 
base  the  entry,  and  it  was  erroneously  allowed.    Warden  v.  Shumate, 
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8  L.  D.,  330 ;  Bice  v.  Bissell,  Idem.,  606 ;  Andas  v.  Williams,  9  L.  D., 
311 ;  Watts  v.  Williams,  6  L.  D.,  94. 

In  consideration  of  the  views  above  expressed,  Miss  Brown's  cash 
entry  for  the  lands  above  described  must  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  canceled. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  is  accordingly  reversed. 


RAXLROAD  GBANT— CONFLICTING  LIMITS— ADDITIONAL  KNTBT. 

NoBTHEBN  Pacific  B.  B.  Co.,  et  al.  v.  Ambers. 

Lands  oiDbraced  within  the  withdrawal  on  general  roate  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  and 
falling  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  said  road  on  the  defin*te  location  thereof, 
are  excepted  from  the  subsequent  operation  of  the  grant  to  the  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis and  Manitoba  company. 

A  homesteader  who  was  restricted  to  an  entry  of  eighty  acres  within  the  limits  of  a 
railroad  grant,  may  make  an  additional  entry  of  land  within  an  odd  section, 
where  by  his  original  settlement  such  land  was  excepted  from  said  grant,  and  he 
has  continued  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  same. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

April  24,  1891. 

On  Kovember  13, 1883,  Ole  Ambers  applied  to  make  additional  home- 
stead entry  for  the  NW.  J  of  the  NB.  J  and  the  NE.  J  of  the  KW.  J, 
Sec  35,  T.  136  N.,  R.  44  W.,  6th  P.  M.,  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota,  his 
origrinal  entry  having  been  made  Jan  nary  12, 1871,  for  the  E.  i  of  the 
SW.  i  of  Sec  26,  same  township  and  range,  which  was  patented  Octo- 
ber 1, 1877. 

With  said  application  he  filed  affidavits,  alleging  that  he  settled  upon 
the  tract  applied  for  in  connection  with  his  original  entry  in  June,  1870, 
and  at  that  time  was  denied  the  right  to  enter  the  tract,  for  the  reason 
that  he  was  restricted  in  his  entry  to  eighty  acres,  the  land  being  double 
miniaium.  He  stated,  however,  that  he  continued  to  cultivate  and  im- 
prove said  tract  in  connection  with  the  land  embraced  in  his  homestead 
entry,  from  the  date  of  settlement  in  June,  1870. 

The  land  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Company,  and  was  listed  to  said 
company  under  its  grant  December  2, 1873.  In  view  of  this  fact  a 
hearing  was  ordered  as  between  said  company  and  the  applicant,  at 
which  the  testimony  offered  sustained  the  allegations  of  the  applicant 
on  all  material  points. 

The  local  officer  s  rejected  said  application,  for  the  reason  that  Ambers 
having  made  final  proof  and  accepted  patent  for  the  land  in  the  even 
section  could  acquire  no  rights  by  occupancy  of  other  land,  and, 
hence,  there  was  no  va?id  claim  to  the  tract  in  controversy  at  date  of 
definite  location  of  said  road — ^to  wit,  December  19,  1871.  From  this 
decision  Ambers  appealed. 

The  land  in  controversy  was  also  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the 
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withdrawal  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Eailroad 
Company  apon  the  filing  of  the  amended  map  of  general  route, 
October  12, 1870,  and  npon  the  definite  location  of  said  road  Novem- 
ber 21,  1871,  it  fell  within  the  indemnit^y  limits  of  the  grant.  This 
company  applied  to  select  the  tract  as  indemnity,  Jnne  16, 1885,  bat 
said  application  was  rejected,  because  of  conflict  with  the  grant  to 
the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Company, and  because 
of  the  pending  appeal  of  Ambers.  The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  appealed  from  this  action,  and  the  rights  of  all  parties  were 
considered  by  you  in  the  decision  now  before  me. 

Your  ofiSce  denied  the  application  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad 
Company  to  make  selection  of  said  tract,  for  the  reason  that  it  con- 
flicted with  the  listing  of  said  tract  to  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and 
Manitoba  Railway  Company. 

On  November  9, 1887,  the  governor  of  Minnesota,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  act  of  the  legislature,  of  March  1, 1877,  Special  Laws, 
1877,  page  257,  reconveyed  said  land  to  the  United  States  for  the  benefit 
of  Ambers. 

Your  office  held  that  said  reconveyance  having  extinguished  all  right 
and  title  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Company 
to  said  tract,  and  Ambers'  application  having  been  erroneously  re- 
jected, he  should  be  permitted  to  surrender  for  cancellation  his  patent 
to  the  land  in  section  26,  and  be  allowed  to  amend  his  entry  so  as  to 
embrace  all  the  land  originally  settled  upon,  with  a  view  to  the  issu- 
ance of  patent  for  the  same.  From  this  decision  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  appealed. 

As  between  the  railroad  companies,  it  has  been  decided  by  the  su- 
preme court  in  the  case  of  St.  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v. 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  (139  U.  S.,  1),  that  the  withdrawal 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  of  lands 
within  the  forty  mile  limits  of  the  map  of  general  route  filed  by  said 
company  preserved  the  lands  from  the  operation  of  the  grant  to  the  St 
Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Company,  and  the  decision 
of  your  office  holding  that  the  tracts  in  controversy  were  subject  to  the 
grant  to  the  last  named  road  is  error. 

But  it  appears  from  the  record  that  the  settlement  of  Ambers  was 
made  prior  to  the  date  of  the  withdrawals  of  August  13,  and  October 
12, 1870,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and 
if  the  settlement  of  Ambers  was  a  valid  claim,  the  tract  was  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  the  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  said  road. 

It  is  true  that  at  the  date  of  the  original  entry,  a  homesteader  could 
only  be  allowed  to  enter  eighty  acres  of  lands  within  railroad  limits, 
but  his  settlement  upon  the  entire  tract  was  a  valid  claim  to  the  same, 
and  he  could  have  either  perfected  claim  to  the  eighty  acres  in  the  odd 
section  or  the  eighty  acres  in  the  even  section.  When  he  presented  his 
application  on  November  13, 1883,  to  make  additional  homestead  entry 
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of  the  tract  in  controversy,  the  law  of  March  3, 1879  (20  Stat.,  472),  had 
been  passed,  granting  to  settlers  within  railroad  limits  the  right  to 
make  additional  entry  of  land  adjoining  the  land  embraced  in  their 
original  entry,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  where  such 
settler  had  been  restricted  to  an  entry  of  eighty  acres,  and  at  that  time 
the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  had  not  applied  to  select  said 
tract.  The  land  being  snbject  to  entry  by  any  legal  applicant,  at  the 
date  of  Ambers'  application,  it  was  error  to  reject  it,  and  the  decision 
of  yoar  office  holding  for  approval  said  application,  if  there  is  no  other 
adverse  claim  to  the  land  other  than  that  of  the  railroad  company,  is 
affirmed.  (Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  v.  Bowman,  7  L.  D., 
238;  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  v.  Potter,  11  L.  D.,  531  j 
Holmes  v.  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company,  5  L.  D.,  333 }  El  well  v. 
Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company,  ib.,  566. 


OKDEB  OF  SALB-ISOLATED  TRACT— ISLAND. 

LuTHEB  K.  Madison. 

An  Older  diieoting  the  sale  of  an  island  as  an  isolated  tracts  after  the  snnrey  thereof, 
exolndes  sach  land  from  subsequent  settlement  or  filing. 

Acting  Seoretwry  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

March  23, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of  March  11, 1891,  asking  in- 
stmctions  as  to  the  sale  of  an  island  containing  abont  two  and  a  half 
acres,  sitaated  in  Pine  Island  Lake,  Sec.  3,  T.  8  N.,  B.  9  W.,  Michigan, 
thesnrvey  of  which  was  ordered  by  letter  of  this  Department  of  March 
3, 1890,  in  which  it  was  directed  that  when  said  island  shall  have  been 
surveyed,  it  shall  be  disposed  of  under  section  2455  of  the  Bevised  Stat- 
utes, authorizing  the  sale  of  isolated  and  disconnected  tracts  at  public 
sale. 

You  ask^or  said  instructions,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Luther  K.  Mad- 
ison, who  requested  the  survey,  made  pre-emption  filing  for  said  tract 
November  15,  1890,  alleging  settlement  April  15, 1890,  and  you  ask 
whether  a  sale  should  be  made,  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  such 
filing. 

The  land  was  not  subject  to  such  filing  or  settlement,  it  having  been 
directed  prior  to  the  survey  that  said  tract  should  be  disposed  of  at  pub- 
lic sale. 

Yon  will  therefore  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Department  con- 
tained in  said  letter  of  March  3, 1890. 


398  DECISIONS   BflLATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

BAILBOAD  GRANTS-CONFLICTING  RIGHTS— WITHDRAWAL. 

St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Ry.  Co.  bt  al.  v,  Lund. 

Land  embraoed  within  the  withdrawal  on  general  route  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  and 
subseqaently  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  said  road,  on  the  definite  location 
thereof,  and  also  within  the  granted  limits  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Man- 
itoba Ry.  Co.,  is  excluded  by  said  withdrawal  on  general  route  from  the  subse- 
quent operation  of  the  grant  to  the  latter  company. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^ 

April  24,  1891. 

This  appeal  involves  the  right  to  the  K  i  of  the  NB.  i,  Sec.  17,  T.  135 
N.,  B.  43  W.,  5th  P.  M.,  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota,  which  is  within  the 
primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  St.  Paal,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba 
Bailway  Company  (St.  Vincent  Extension),  as  definitely  located  Decem- 
ber 19, 1871,  and  was  listed  by  said  road  on  account  of  its  grant  Decem- 
ber 2, 1873. 

It  is  also  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  made  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  npon  the  filing  of  its  map  of 
general  rente  August  13, 1870,  and  also  within  the  limits  of  the  with- 
drawal made  ni)on  the  amended  map  of  general  route  of  October  12, 
1870,  and  upon  the  definite  location  of  the  road  November  21, 1871,  it 
fell  within  the  thirty  mile  indemnity  limits  of  said  road. 

On  November  10, 1883,  Einar  Lund  applied  to  enter  the  tract,  under 
the  act  of  March  3, 1879  (20  Stat.,  472),  as  additional  to  his  homestead 
entry  made  for  the  S.  i  of  the  SE.  ^  of  Sec.  8,  the  same  township  and 
range,  claiming  the  right  to  enter  said  tract  as  against  the  claim  of  the 
St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway  Company  under  the  act 
of  the  legislature  of  Minnesota,  approved  March  1, 1877  (Special  Laws, 
Minnesota,  1877,  page  257). 

A  hearing  was  ordered  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  respective 
claimants  to  said  tract,  and  upon  the  testimony  submitted  thereon  it 
was  shown  that  Lund  settled  upon  the  tract  in  controversy  and  the  land 
embraced  in  his  original  entry  in  June,  1871,  and  had  continuously 
resided  thereon  and  improved  the  tract  from  that  date. 

On  June  30,  1871,  Lund  applied  to  make  ^homestead  entry  of  the 
entire  tract,  but  his  application  was  rejected  as  to  that  part  in  Sec.  17, 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  an  odd  section,  reserved  for  the  Northern 
Pacific  Bailroad  Company,  and  for  the  further  reason  that  the  land  in 
Sec.  8  being  double  minimum  land,  he  was  only  entitled  to  enter  eighty 
acres.  He  therefore  made  entry  of  the  eighty  acres  in  Sec  8,  for  which 
patent  issued  November  20, 1877. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  applied  to  select  the  tract 
June  16,  1886,  and  said  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers 
because  of  conflict  with  the  grant  to  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and 
Manitoba  Bailway  Company. 
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Upon  appeal  therefrom,  yoar  office  held  that  the  land  ^<  having  been 
released  from  reservation  on  acconnt  of  the  l^orthern  Pacific  Railroad 
grant  by  the  filing  of  map  of  definite  location,"  and  Lund  having  waived 
liis  right  to  enter  by  making  homestead  entry  for  land  in  the  even  sec- 
tion, the  land  in  controversy  was  snbject  to  the  grant  to  the  St.  Panl, 
Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway  Company,  whose  right  attached 
December  19, 1871,  and  it  was  therefore  not  subject  to  Lund's  appli- 
cation to  make  additional  homestead  entry,  nor  to  selection  by  the 
Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company.  But  you  held  that  the  governor 
of  Minnesota,  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  that  State,  having  recon- 
veyed  the  land  in  controversy  to  the  United  States,  the  claim  of  the 
St.  PanU  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Company  was  thereby 
extinguished  and  the  listing  of  said  land  by  said  company  was  held 
for  cancellation,  and  Lund's  application  was  allowed  subject  to  appeal. 

From  this  decision  both  companies  appealed,  the  St.  Paul,  Minneap- 
olis and  Manitoba  Bailroad  Company  assigning  error  in  holding  that 
it  was  not  competent  for  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  to 
defeat  the  purposes  of  the  grant  to  said  road  by  making  a  reconvey- 
ance of  the  land  to  the  United  States,  and  the  I^orthern  Pacific  Bail- 
road Company  assigned  error  thereon  in  holding  that  the  land  was  not 
in  reservation  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company 
at  the  date  of  Lund's  application,  and  was  at  that  date  subject  to  the 
grant  to  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway  Company. 

Your  decision  was  based  upon  the  theory  that  the  right  of  the  St 
Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway  Company  was  superior  to  that 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company,  and  that  the  rights  of  Lund 
could  therefore  be  protected  under  the  act  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  of 
March  1, 1877  (see  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway  Com- 
pany V.  Chadwick,  6  L.  D.,  128). 

Since  this  case  has  been  pending  before  the  Department,  the  supreme 
court  in  the  case  of  St.  Paul  and  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  et  aU  v. 
Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  (139  U.  S.,  1),  which  involved  the 
right  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  to  lands  embraced 
within  the  withdrawals  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad 
Company  upon  the  filing  of  the  maps  of  general  route  of  August  13,  and 
October  12, 1870,  and  which  fell  within  the  indemnity  limits  upon  the 
definite  location  of  said  road,  and  are  also  within  the  granted  limits  of 
the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway  Company,  held  that 
the  withdrawal  made  upon  the  filing  of  the  map  of  general  route  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  preserved  the  odd  numbered  sections  of  land 
within  said  limits  for  the  benefit  of  said  road  from  the  operation  of  any 
subsequent  grants  to  other  companies,  not  specifically  declared  to  cover 
the  premises,  and  that  said  lands  were  not  snbject  to  the  grant  to  the 
St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway  Company  when  ita  grant 
attached,  to  wit :  December  19, 1871. 

As  between  the  two  railroad  companies  the  case  at  bar  is  controlled 
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by  the  decision  above  cited,  and  it  was  therefore  error  to  hold  that  the 
Northern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  had  no  right  to  select  said  tract, 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  in  conflict  with  the  grant  to  the  St.  Panl, 
Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Company. 

If  the  selection  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  is  in  all 
other  respects  valid,  it  will  be  approved  and  the  application  of  Land 
will  be  r^ected. 

Yoor  decision  is  reversed. 


SCHOOL  LAin>-IN]>BMNITT— ACTS  OF  FEBRUABT  22,  1889,  AIO>  FEB- 

BUABY  28,  1891. 

Instructions. 

The  proyisioDB  of  the  act  of  February  22,  1889,  in  so  far  as  they  are  in  conflict  with 
sections  2275  and  2276,  B.  S.,  as  amended  by  the  act  of  Febrnary  28, 1891,  are 
superseded  by  the  provisions  of  said  amended  sections,  and  the  grant  of  school 
lands  provided  for  in  the  act  of  1869,  should  be  administered  and  adjusted  in 
accordance  with  the  later  legislation. 

Becretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  April 

22, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  questions  presented  by  yonr  letter  of  March  31, 
1891  calling  attention  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  28, 1891 
(Public— No.  106)  entiUed 

An  act  to  amend  sections  twenty-two  hundred  and  seventy-five  and  twenty-two 
hundred  and  seventy-six  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  providing 
for  the  selection  of  lands  for  educational  purposes  in  lieu  of  those  appropriated  for 
other  purposes, 

asking  instructions  in  regard  thereto,  and  requesting  that  the  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his  opinion. 

The  act  of  February  22, 1889  (25  Stat.,  676)  providing  for  the  admis- 
sion of  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Montana  and  Washington  into 
the  Union,  by  sections  10  and  11  granted  to  those  States  for  the  support 
of  common  schools  sections  numbered  sixteen  and  thirty-six  in  each 
township  and  provided  for  indemnity  under  certain  conditions.  Those 
sections  read  as  follows : 

That  upon  the  admission  of  each  of  said  States  into  the  Union  sections  nnmbered 
sixteen  and  thirty-six  in  every  township  of  said  proposed  States,  and  where  such  sec- 
tions, or  any  parts  thereof,  have  been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  any  act  of  Congress  other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  in  legal  subdivisions 
of  not  less  than  one-quarter  section,  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be  to  the  section  in 
lieu  of  which  the  same  is  taken,  are  hereby  granted  to  said  States  for  the  support  of 
common  schools,  such  indemnity  lands  to  be  selected  within  said  States  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  legislature  may  provide,  with  the  ^tpproval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interion 
Provided,  That  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections  embraced  in  permanent  reser- 
vations for  national  purposes  shall  not,  at  any  time,  be  subject  to  the  grants  nor  to 
the  indemnity  provisions  of  this  act,  nor  shall  any  lands  embraced  in  Indian,  mill- 
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tary,  or  other  reservations  of  any  character  be  subject  to  the  grants  or  to  the  indem- 
nity provisions  of  this  act  nntil  the  reservation  shall  have  been  extinguished  and 
SQch  lands  be  restored  t(»,  and  become  a  part  of,  the  public  domain. 

That  all  lands  herein  granted  for  educational  purposes  shall  be  disposed  of  only  at 
public  sale,  and  at  a  price  not  less  than  ten  dollars  per  acre,  the  proceeds  to  const!- 
tnte  a  permanent  school-fund,  the  interest  of  which  only  shall  be  expended  in  the 
support  of  said  schools.  But  said  lands  may,  under  such  regulations  as  the  legisla- 
toiea  shall  prescribe,  be  leased  for  periods  of  not  more  than  five  years,  in  quantities 
not  exceeding  one  section  to  any  one  person  or  company ;  and  such  land  shall  not  be 
subject  to  pre-emption,  homestead  entry,  or  any  other  entry  under  the  land  laws  of 
the  United  States,  whether  surveyed  or  unsurveyed,  but  shall  be  reserved  for  school 
purposes  only. 

By  section  18,  mineral  lands  were  excepted  from  this  grant  and  the 
States  were  allowed  indemnity  for  any  lands  thus  excepted. 

Yonr  office  prepared  regulations  for  making  school  indemnity  and 
other  selections  under  said  act,  holding  that  in  determining  the  rights 
of  these  States  to  indemnity  not  only  the  provisions  of  this  act,  but  also 
sections  2275  and  2276  of  the  Be  vised  Statutes  should  be  invoked. 
Upon  consideration  of  the  matter  in  this  Department,  it  was  held  on 
February  20,  1890  (L.  and  K.,  84,  p.  209)  that  the  provisions  of  the  gen- 
eral law  as  declared  in  the  sections  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  above  re- 
ferred to,  and  those  of  the  act  having  reference  to  these  particular 
States,  were  in  direct  conflict  with  each  other,  and  that  the  grants  to 
these  States  were  to  be  found  in  and  governed  by  the  later  specific  act. 

By  the  act  of  February  28,  1891^  supra^  said  sections  of  the  Eevised 
Statutes  were  amended  in  several  material  respects.  It  is  now  pro- 
vided in  substance :  that  where  settlements  are  made  before  survey 
which  are  found  to  have  been  made  upon  sections  sixteen  or  thirty-six, 
those  sections  shall  be  subject  to  the  claim  of  such  settlers  and  that 
the  State  or  Territory  shall  have  indemnity  for  such  lands.  Indemnity 
is  also  provided  where  such  sections  ^^  are  mineral  land  or  are  included 
within  any  Indian,  military,  or  other  reservation,  or  are  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  by  the  United  States  "and  also  where  such  sections  are  frac- 
tional in  quantity  or  where  one  or  both  are  wanting  by  reaso  n  of  the 
township  being  fractional,  or  from  any  natural  cause  whatever.  It  is 
as  to  the  effect  of  this  amendatory  act  upon  the  rights  of  the  States 
mentioned  in  the  act  of  February  22,  1889,  that  yon  inquire. 

The  general  rule  of  construction  is  that  an  earlier  special  act  is  not 
repealed  by  a  later  general  act.  In  discussing  this  rule,  it  is  said  in 
Endlich  on  the  Interpretation  of  Statutes,  section  223 : 

Having  already  giyen  its  attention  to  the  particular  subject,  and  provided  for  it, 
the  legislature  is  reasonably  presumed  not  to  intend  to  alter  that  special  provision 
by  a  subsequent  general  enactment,  unless  that  intention  is  manifested  in  explicit 
language,  or  there  be  something  which  shows  that  the  attention  of  the  legislatnre 
had  been  turned  to  the  special  act,  and  that  the  general  one  was  Intended  to  em- 
brace the  special  oases  within  the  previous  one ;  or  something  in  the  nature  of  the 
general  oue,  making  it  unlikely  that  an  exception  was  intended  as  regards  the 
special  act. 
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And  again  in  the  same  work  in  section  231,  it  is  said : 

An  LDtention  to  supersede  local  and  special  acts  may,  indeed,  as  is  apparent  from  the 
illustrations  afforded  by  this  and  the  preceding  sections,  be  gathered  from  the  design 
of  an  act  to  regulate,  by  one  general  system  or  provision,  the  entire  subject-matter 
thereof,  and  to  substitute  for  a  number  of  detached  and  varying  enactmentSy  one 
universal  and  uniform  rule  applicable  throughout  the  state. 

All  the  circamstances  tend  to  show  that  it  was  intended  by  this  act 
of  Febrnary  28,  1891  to  provide  a  nniform  rule  applicable  to  all  the 
States  and  Territories  having  grants  of  school  lands  for  the  selection 
of  indemnity  lands.  In  speaking  of  the  objects  of  this  bill,  Mr.  Pay- 
son  said : 

The  bill  simply  covers  that  condition  which  has  been  found  to  exist  in  the  Depart- 
ment by  which  certainof  the  States  or  Territories  suffer  the  loss  of  these  lands  which 
happen  to  be  in  fractional  townships  and  where  no  adequate  provision  for  indem- 
nity selection  is  made  in  their  stead.  (Congressional  Record,  February  28,  1891,  Vol. 
22,  p.  3631.) 

These  States  admitted  under  the  act  of  February  22, 1889  would  fall  in 
the  list  of  States  thus  suffering,  and,  in  this  particular  at  least,  it  is 
quite  certain  that  the  later  general  act  was  intended  to  take  the  place 
of  the  prior  special  act  The  attention  of  Congress  having  been 
directed  to  the  prior  act  and  its  defect  in  one  particular,  it  is  but  fair 
to  presume  that  all  its  provisions  were  held  in  mind  in  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  later  act. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, upon  this  bill,  found  on  page  3632,  Vol.  22  of  the  Con- 
gressional Record,  recites  uud  adopts  the  report  previously  made  to  the 
Senate.    In  that  report,  the  following  is  found : 

In  the  administration  of  the  law,  it  has  been  found  by  the  Land  Department  that 
the  statute  does  not  meet  a  variety  of  conditions,  whereby  the  States  aud  Territories 
suffer  lossot  these  sections  without  adequate  provision  for  indemnity  selection  in  lieu 
thereof.  Special  laws  have  been  enacted  in  a  few  instances  to  cover  in  part  these 
defects  with  respect  to  particular  States  or  Territories,  but  as  the  school  grant  is 
intended  to  have  equal  operation  and  equal  benefit  in  all  the  public  land  States  and 
Territories,  it  is  obvious  the  general  law  should  meet  the  situation,  and  partiality  or 
favor  be  thereby  excluded The  bill  as  now  framed  will  cure  all  inequali- 
ties in  legislation ;  place  the  States  and  Territories  in  a  position  where  the  school 
grant  can  be  applied  to  good  lands,  and  largest  measure  of  benefit  to  the  school 
funds  be  thereby  secured. 

It  would  seem  difficult  to  construe  this  language  in  any  other  way 
than  as  an  explicit  statement  that  it  was  intended  that  the  provisions 
of  that  bill,  which  afterwards  became  the  law  now  under  consideration, 
should  supersede  all  prior  laws  upon  the  subject,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  it  was  intended  to  provide  one  uniform  and  general  system  of 
indemnity  under  these  grants.  This  intention  is  quite  clearly  indicated 
by  language  of  the  act  itself,  and  the  substance  of  this  reiK>rt  is  recited 
to  show  that  the  object  of  the  legislation  was  clearly  lai^  befpre  Con- 
gress by  its  committee  having  such  matters  in  charge. 
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In  view  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstaDces  nereiii  set  fortli,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  concluding  that  the  provisions  of  the  prior  act  of  Febriuiry 
22y  1889,  in  so  far  as  they  are  in  conflict  with  those  of  said  sections  2275 
and  2276  of  the  Revised  Statutes  as  amended  by  the  later  act  of  February 
28, 1891,  are  superseded  by  the  provisions  of  said  sections  as  amended, 
and  that  the  grants  of  school  lands  to  those  States  mentioned  in  said 
act  of  February  22, 1889,  are  to  be  administered  and  adjusted  under  the 
provisions  of  this  later  general  law. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  present  this  question  to  the  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  States,  as  requested  by  your  office  letter. 


PBACTICB-8EBV1CE  OP  NOTICE  -  CONTEST. 

Kellt  v.  MoWilliams, 

The  refasal  of  the  defendant  to  receive  and  open  a  registered  letter,  known  by  him  to 
contain  a  notice  of  contest,  will  not  thereby  defeat  the  Bervioe  of  such  notice. 

An  attempt  to  cnre  a  default  .before  service  of  notice  is  inconsistent  with  good  faith, 
where  snch  action  is  Induced  by  the  impending  contest. 

First  Assistant  ISeeretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  April  25,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Robert  A.  Kelly  v.  Mskvy  A.McWilliams, 
on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  office  decision  of  September  21, 1889, 
holding  for  cancellation  her  timber  culture  entry  for  the  NW.  |:,  Sec. 
27,  T.  163  K,  R.  59  W.,  Grand  Forks  land  district,  North  Dakota. 

Mc Williams  made  timber  culture  entry  for  this  land  on  February  7, 
1883.  On  February  9,  1887,  Kelly  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the 
same,  alleging  that  the  entryman  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  law  by 
cultivating  the  first  five  acres  of  trees  planted,  and  had  wholly  failed  to 
plant  the  second  five  af^res  required  to  be  planted. 

On  February  14, 1887  (not  July  12,  as  you  state  in  your  decision,) 
notice  of  contest  was  issued,  the  hearing  being  sent  for  May  10,  follow- 
ing. It  appears  that  service  of  this  notice  was  not  made  on  the  entry- 
man,  and  on  the  day  set  for  hearing,  a  continuance  was  allowed,  and 
new  notice  issued,  the  adjourned  day  being  fixed  for  July  12,  1887. 

On  this  day,  she  appeared,  by  counsel,  and  moved  to  dismiss  the  con- 
test,  because  no  service  of  notice  had  been  obtained  upon  her.  It  ap- 
peared upon  the  hearing  of  this  motion  that  a  copy  of  the  notice  had 
been  left  at  the  house  where  she  was  then  residing,  the  same  being  placed 
in  the  hands  of  her  sister,  with  whom  she  boarded,  and  it  further  ap- 
peared that  a  copy  of  notice  had  been  sent  to  her  by  registered  letter 
through  the  mail ;  that  when  this  was  delivered  to  her,  she  refused  to 
open  it  or  take  it  from  the  office,  although  it  was  so  marked  as  to  show 
that  it  was  from  the  contestant.  It  further  ap jjeared  that  she  had  called 
at  the  land  office,  and  upon  inquiry  had  been  informed  that  her  entry 
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had  been  conteRted,  and  that  she  would  be  served  with  written  notice, 
and  that  thereapon  she  had  been  going  from  place  to  place  among  her 
relatives  to  avoid  service.  The  register  and  receiver  held  that  she  had 
been  served  with  notice,  and  over-ruled  the  motion  to  dismiss. 

Thereupon,  a  continuance  was  asked,  and  this  was  granted  until 
August  25,  following,  and  out  of  abundant  caution,  the  contestant  took 
out  another  notice  of  contest  and  served  it  on  contestee.  This  is  the 
paper  you  speak  of  as  the  notice  of  contest.  Upon  the  hearing  from 
the  evidence  submitted  the  register  and  receiver  held  the  entry  for 
cancellation,  from  which  action  the  entryman  appealed,  and  your  office, 
on  September  21, 1889,  affirmed  said  decision,  from  which  she  api)caled 
to  the  Department. 

The  testimony  shows  that  at  the  time  the  affidavit  was  filed,  and  up 
to  the  time  notice  was  served  by  mail,  and  also  left  at  her  residence,  the 
charge  in  the  affidavit  was  true;  that  there  had  been  a*total  failure  to 
cultivate  the  first  five  acres  planted  to  trees,  and  no  effort  made  to 
plant  the  second  five  acres ;  but  in  July  she  caused  the  land  to  be  plowed 
and  ten  acres  planted  to  tree  seeds  and  cuttings. 

She  admits  in  her  testimony  that  she  was  informed  of  the  contest  by 
the  register,  and  that  she  was  informed  that  she  would  be  served  with 
notice.  She  admits  getting  the  registered  letter  about  the  last  of  April 
or  first  of  May,  1887,  which  is  filed  as  an  exhibit,  and  that  it  was  plainly- 
written  on  the  envelope  that  it  was  from  Kelly,  the  contestant  She 
says  she  did  not  open  the  letter  or  take  it  from  the  office,  because  she 
did  not  think  it  was  meant  for  her.  She  substantially  admits  that  after 
she  was  informed  by  the  register  that  her  entry  was  contested^  she  went 
from  place  to  place  among  her  relatives,  and  it  is  clear  that  this  was  to 
avoid  service  of  notice.  She  tried  to  cure  her  default  before  service  of 
written  notice  could  be  made  upon  her.  The  planting  was  done  before 
July  13, 1887,  but  really  after  she  had  knowledge  of  the  contest,  and, 
in  fact,  after  the  service  of  the  notice  of  May  10.  You  were  mistaken 
in  your  decision  in  stating  that  notice  of  contest  issued  July  12,  1887» 
which  if  true,  as  stated  by  you,  without  any  explanation  as  to  her 
information  and  conduct  and  the  issuing  of  the  previous  notices  would 
render  your  decision  erroneous. 

1  find  that  the  register  and  receiver  were  correct  in  holding  that  the 
notice  of  May  10  had  been  served,  and  her  refusal  to  open  and  read  it 
was  her  own  fault.  I  am  satisfied  that  she  knew  the  letter  was  for  her 
and  that  she  knew  substantially  what  it  contained,  beside  she  had 
information,  as  stated,  and  her  conduct  was  inconsistent  with  good 
faith,  and  anything  done  to  cure  her  default  after  such  information  and 
notice  could  not  be  set  up  to  defeat  the  contest.  For  this  reason,  your 
action  affirming  the  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver  is  affirmed* 
The  entry  wiU  be  canceled. 
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ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1891— CIBCULAB. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington^  D.  C,  April  27, 1891. 

Registers  and  EeeeiverSj 

United  States  District  Land  Offices. 

Gentlemen : 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  <^An  act  to 
repeal  timber-culture  laws  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3, 
1891,  26  Stat,  1095,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  attached. 

It  will  be  observed  that  by  the  first  section  the  laws  providing  for 
the  entry  of  public  lands  for  timber-culture  purposes,  are  repealed  so 
far  as  regards  future  entries,  but  continued  with  certain  prescribed 
modifications,  as  regards  the  adjustment  of  existing  claims,  initiated 
prior  to  such  repealing  act  Hence,  no  further  entries  of  this  class  will 
be  allowed  unless  the  right  to  make  such  entry  had  accrued  or  was 
accruing  at  the  date  of  said  act.  In  dealing  with  existing  entries  the 
provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  repealing  act  will  be  observed.  It 
wiU  be  seen  that  by  the  fifth  proviso  of  that  section  the  right  is  extended 
to  persons  having  certain  qualifications  to  commute  their  entries  in 
certain  cases  at  the  rate  of  $1.25  per  acre.  For  this  purpose  it  will  be 
necessary — 

1.  That  the  person  shall  have  in  good  faith  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  timber-culture  laws,  for  four  years. 

2.  That  he  shall  be  an  actual  bona  fide  resident  of  the  State  or  Terri- 
tory in  which  said  land  is  located. 

Final  proof  for  the  commutation  of  timber-culture  entries  under  this 
provision,  shall  be  made  as  other  final  timber- culture  proof  is  made, 
and  shall  satisfactorily  exhibit  the  facts  necessary  to  entitle  the  appli- 
cant to  make  purchase  thereunder.  Eeturns  will  bemade  asin  commuted 
homestead  entries  under  existing  practice,  but  with  proper  annotations 
on  the  returns  to  indicate  the  character  of  the  transaction  as  a  commu- 
tation of  timber-culture  entry  under  said  act  For  final  proof  in  timber- 
culture  entries,  the  registers  and  receivers  shall  be  allowed  the  same 
fees  and  compensation  as  are  allowed  under  previously  existing  laws  in 
homea^ad  entries. 

The  second  section  amends  the  desert  land  law  of  March  3, 1877  (19 
Stat,  377),  by  adding  thereto  five  sections,  numbered  from  four  to  eight 
inclusive,  modifying  its  provisions  in  the  manner  following,  viz.: 

1.  The  party  making  entry  thereunder  is  required  at  the  time  of  filing 
the  declaration,  to  file  also  a  map  of  the  land  which  shall  exhibit  a  plan 
showing  the  mode  of  contemplated  irrigation,  and  which  plan  shall  be 
sufficient  to  thoroughly  irrigate  and  reclaim  said  land  and  prepare  it 
to  raise  ordinary  agricultural  crops,  and  shall  also  show  the  source  of 
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the  water  to  be  nsed  for  irrigation  and  reclamation.    Provision  is  made 
that  persons  may  associate  together  for  purposes  defined. 

2.  Entrymen  shall  expend,  for  purposes  stated,  at  least  $3  per  acre — 
$1  per  acre  during  each  year  for  three  yesirs — and  shall  file  proof  thereof 
daring  each  year,  such  proof  to  consist  of  the  affidavits  of  two  or  more 
witnesses,  showing  that  the  full  sum  of  (1  per  acre  lias  been  expended 
daring  such  year,  and  the  manner  in  which  expended,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  third  year  a  map  or  plan  showing  the  character  and 
extent  of  improvements. 

3.  A  failure  to  file  the  reqaired  proof  daring  any  year,  shall  canse 
the  land  to  i  evert  to  the  United  States,  the  money  paid  to  be  forfeited, 
and  the  entry  to  be  canceled. 

4.  The  limit  for  making  proof  is  changed  from  three  years  to  foar 
years  from  date  of  filing  the  declaration.  This  proof  must,  in  all  cases, 
show  the  citizenship  of  the  party  offering  it,  and  the  cultivation  of  one- 
eighth  of  the  land  in  addition  to  the  reclamation  to  the  extent  and  cost 
and  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  noted. 

5.  The  party  may  make  his  final  entry  and  receive  his  patent  at  any 
time  prior  to  the  expiration  of  four  years,  on  making  the  required  proof 
of  reclamation  of  expenditure  to  the  aggregate  extent  of  $3  per  acre, 
and  of  the  cultivation  of  one-eip;hth  of  the  land. 

6.  Entries  made  prior  to  the  date  of  said  act  may,  however,  be  per- 
fected under  the  old  law,  or,  at  the  option  of  the  claimant,  may  be  per- 
fected under  the  law  as  amended,  as  far  as  applicable. 

7.  Assignments  are  recognized,  but  the  amount  of  land  that  may  be 
held  by  assignment  or  otherwise,  prior  to  issue  of  patent  is  restricted 
to  320  acres  by  the  seventh  section,  which  section  it  is  provided,  how- 
ever, shall  not  apply  to  entries  made  prior  to  the  act  Assignees  mast 
properly  prove  their  assignments  by  filing  in  the  local  office  an  affidavit 
and  certified  copy  of  the  instrument  under  which  they  claim,  and  must 
make  affidavit  of  the  amount  of  land  held. 

8.  By  the  eighth  section  the  provisions  of  the  original  act  and  the 
amendments  are  extended  to  Colorado. 

9.  By  the  same  section  the  right  to  make  desert-land  entry  is  re- 
stricted to  resident  citizens  of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  the  land 
sought  is  located,  whose  citizenship  and  residence  must  be  duly  shown. 

The  third  section  of  the  new  act  amends  section  2288,  Revised  Stat- 
utes, so  as  to  extend  its  provisions  to  settlers  under  other  settlement 
laws  in  addition  to  the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws,  and  so  as  to 
admit  of  transfers  for  right  of  way  for  canals  or  ditches  for  irrigation 
or  drainage,  as  well  as  for  church,  cemetery,  or  school  purposes,  or  for 
the  right  of  way  of  railroads,  as  in  the  old  statute. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  new  act  repeals  all  the  laws  allowing  pre- 
emption of  the  public  lands  by  individuals,  but  provides  for  perfecting 
claims  previously  initiated  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  laws  under 
which  they  were  initiated ;  therefore,  no  filings  or  entries  will  be  allowed 
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thereunder,  except  when  necessary  to  perfect  claims  of  inception  prior 
to  the  approval  of  the  repealing  act,  and  claims  to  Indian  lands  covered 
by  its  tenth  section. 

The  fifth  section  thereof  amends  section  2289,  Revised  Statntes,  so  as 
to  prevent  any  person  who  is  the  proprietor  of  more  than  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  any  State  or  Territory  from  acquiring  any 
right  under  the  homestead  law,  and  also  section  2290,  Revised  Stat- 
utes, so  as  to  require  a  different  affidavit  from  that  now  required  to  be 
made  by  applicants,  as  preliminary  to  homestead  entries. 

In  future,  a  preliminary  affidavit  will  be  required  to  conform  to  these 
amendments,  proper  blank  forms  for  which  will  be  prepared  and  trans- 
mitted as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  new  act  amends  section  2301,  Revised  Stat- 
utes, so  as  to  require  that  parties  proposing  to  commute  their  home- 
stead entries  to  cash,  shall  make  proof  of  settlement  and  of  residence 
and  cultivation  of  the  land  for  a  period  of  fourteen  months  from  the 
date  of  the  entry,  and  the  provisions  of  the  section  as  amended  are 
made  to  apply  to  lands  on  the  ceded  portion  of  the  Sioux  Reservation, 
in  South  Dakota,  without,  however,  relieving  the  settlers  thereon  from 
any  payments  now  required  by  law. 

This  provision  must  be  enforced  in  all  cases  of  commutation  in  which 
the  commuted  entry  was  made  after  the  date  of  said  act,  but  the  right 
to  commute  in  cases  in  which  the  entry  was  made  prior  to  that  date  is 
not  affected  thereby. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  prepare  and  transmit  a  number  of  blank  forms 
for  proofs  and  affidavits,  under  this  act,  which  will  be  done  without 
unnecessary  delay. 

The  remainder  of  the  said  act  is  not  considered  to  call  for  remark  in 
this  circular,  but  will  be  the  subject  of  future  instructions. 

Please  acknowledge  receipt. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  CARTER, 

Co^nmissioner. 

Approved : 

Geo.  Chandler, 

Acting  Secretary. 


AN  ACT  to  repeal  tlmber-cultare  Uws,  aod  for  other  parposei. 

Be  it  enacted  fty  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreeentativea  of  the  United  Statee  of  Ameriea 
in  Congreee  aeeembledf  That  an  act  entitled  "Ad  act  to  nmead  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
to  encourage  the  growth  of  timber  on  the  Western  pra  iries/ ''  approved  Jnne  four- 
teenth, eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  all  laws  supplemeutary  thereto  or 
amendatory  thereof,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed :  Provided^  That  this  repeal 
shall  not  a£fect  any  valid  rights  heretofore  aoomed  or  accruing  under  said  laws,  but 
all  bona  fide  claims  lawfully  initiated  before  the  passage  of  this  act  may  be  per- 
fected upon  due  oompliance  with  law,  in  the  same  manner,  upun  the  same  terms  and 
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conditions,  and  subject  to  the  name  limitations,  forfeitnres,  and  contests,  as  if  this 
act  had  not  been  passed  :  And  provided  furihtr.  That  the  following  words  of  the  last 
clause  of  section  two  of  said  act,  namely  :  ''That  not  less  than  twenty-seven  hnndi^ed 
trees  were  planted  on  each  acre,"  are  hereby- repealed :  And  provided  further,  That  iu 
computing  the  period  of  cultivation  the  time  shall  run  from  the  date  of  the  entry,  if  the 
necessary  acts  of  cultivation  were  performed  within  the  proper  time:  And  provided  fur- 
ther, That  the  preparation  of  the  land  and  the  planting  of  trees  shall  be  construed  as 
acts  of  cultivation,  and  the  time  authorized  t-o  be  so  employed  and  actually  employed 
shall  be  computed  as  a  part  of  the  eight  years  of  cultivation  required  by  statute :  Pro- 
vided, That  any  person  who  has  made  entry  of  any  public  lands  of  the  United  States 
under  the  timber-culture  laws,  aud  who  has  for  a  period  of  four  years  in  good 
faith  complied  with  the  provisions  of  said  laws  and  who  is  an  actual  bona  fide  resi- 
dent of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  said  land  is  located  shall  be  entitled  to  make 
final  proof  thereto,  and  acquire  title  to  the  same,  by  the  payment  of  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre  for  such  tract,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  registers  and  receivers  shall  be 
allowed  the  same  fees  and  compensation  for  final  proofs  in  timber-culture  entries  as  is 
now  allowed  by  law  in  homestead  entries :  And  provided  further,  That  no  land  acquired 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  in  an  y  event  become  liable  to  the  satisfaction 
of  any  debt  or  debts  contracted  prior  to  the   issuing  to  the  final  certificate  therefor. 

Sec.  2.  That  an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  desert  lands  in  certain  States  and 
Territories,  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  is  hereby 
amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  sections : 

''Sbg.  4.  That  at  the  time  of  filing  the  declaration  hereinbefore  required  the  party 
shall  also  file  a  map  of  said  land,  which  shall  exhibit  a  plan  showing  the  mode  of  con- 
templated irrigation,  and  which  plan  shall  be  sufficient  to  thoroughly  irrigate  and 
reclaim  said  land,  and  prepare  it  to  raise  ordinary  agricultural  crops,  shall  also 
show  the  source  of  the  water  to  be  used  for  irrigation  and  reclamation.  Persons 
entering  or  proposing  to  enter  separate  sections,  or  fractional  parts  of  sections,  of 
desert  lands  may  associate  together  in  the  constr action  of  canals  and  ditches  for  ir- 
rigating and  reclaiming  all  of  said  tracts,  and  may  file  a  joint  map  or  maps  showing 
their  plan  of  internal  improvements. 

''  Sec.  5.  That  no  land  shall  be  p  atented  to  any  person  under  this  act  unless  he  or  hia 
assignors  shall  have  expended  in  the  nece  ssary  irrigation,  reclamation,  and  cultiva- 
tion thereof,  by  means  of  main  canals  and  branch  ditches,  and  in  permanent  improve- 
ments upon  the  land,  and  in  the  purchas  e  ot  water  rights  for  the  irrigation  of  the 
same,  at  least  three  dollars  per  acre  of  whole  tract  reclaimed  and  patented  in  the 
manner  following :  Within  one  year  after  making  entry  for  such  tract  of  desert  land 
as  aforesaid  the  party  so  entering  shall  expend  not  less  than  one  dollar  per  acre  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid :  and  he  shall  in  like  manner  expend  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per 
acre  during  the* second  and  also  during  the  third  year  thereafter,  until  the  full  sum 
of  three  dollars  per  acre  is  so  expended.  Said  party  shall  file  during  each  year  with 
the  register  proof,  by  the  affidavits  of  two  or  more  credible  witnesses,  that  the  full 
sum  of  one  dollar  per  acre  has  been  expended  in  such  necessary  improvements  dur- 
ing such  year,  and  the  manner  in  which  expended,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  third 
year  a  map  or  plan  showing  the  character  and  extent  of  such  improvements.  If  any 
party  who  has  made  such  application  shall  fail  during  any  year  to  file  the  testimony 
aforesaid  the  lands  shall  revert  to  the  United  States,  and  the  twenty-five  cents  ad- 
vanced payment  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  aud  the  entry  shall  be  can- 
celed. Nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  a  claimant  from  making  his  final  en- 
try and  receiving  his  patent  at  an  earlier  date  than  hereinbefore  prescribed,  provided 
that  he  then  makes  the  required  proof  of  reclamation  to  the  aggregate  extent  of  three 
dollars  per  acre :  Provided,  That  proof  be  further  required  of  the  cultivation  of  one- 
eighth  of  the  land. 

"  Sbc.  6.  That  this  act  shall  not  affect  any  valid  rights  heretofore  acmed  under 
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said  act  of  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seyen,  bnt  all  bona  fide  claims 
heretofore  lawfully  initiated  may  be  perfected,  upon  due  compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  said  act,  in  the  same  manner,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  and 
subject  to  the  same  limitations,  forfeitures,  and  contests  as  if  this  act  had  not  been 
passed ;  or  said  claims,  at  the  option  of  the  claimant,  may  be  perfected  and  patented 
under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  as  amended  by  this  act,  so  far  as  applicable  ;  and  all 
acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  with  this  act  are  heraby  repealed. 

**  Sec.  7.  That  at  any  time  after  filing  the  declaration,  and  within  the  period  of  four 
years  thereafter,  upon  making  satisfactory  proof  to  the  register  and  the  receiver  of  the 
reclamation  and  cultivation  of  said  land  to  the  extent  and  cost  and  in  the  manner  afore- 
said, and  substantially  in  accordance  witli  the  plans  herein  provided  for,  and  that  he  or 
she  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  pay  meut  to  the  receiver  of  the  addi- 
tional sum  of  one  dollar  per  acre  for  said  land,  a  patent  shall  issue  therefor  to  the  ap- 
plicant or  his  assigns;  but  no  person  or  association  of  persons  shall  hold  by  assign- 
ment or  otherwise  prior  to  the  issue  of  patent,  more  than  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  such  arid  or  desert  lands  but  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  entries  made  or 
initiated  prior  to  the  approval  of  this  act.  Prodded,  however^  That  additional  proofs 
may  be  required  at  anytime  within  the  period  prescribed  by  law,  and  that  the  claims 
or  entries  made  under  this  or  any  preceding  act  shall  be  subject  to  contest,  as  pro- 
vided by  the  law,  relating  to  homestead  cases,  for  illegal  inception,  abandonment, 
or  failure  t'O  comply  with  the  requirements  of  law,  aod  upon  satisfactory  proof  thereof 
shall  be  canceled,  and  the  lands,  and  moneys  paid  therefor  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States. 

''Sbc.  8.  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  and  the 
amendments  thereto,  shall  apply  to  and  be  in  force  in  the  State  of  Colorado,  as  well 
as  the  States  named  in  the  original  act ;  and  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  make  en- 
try of  desert  land  except  he  be  a  resident  citizen  of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which 
the  land  sought  to  be  entered  is  located.  " 

Sec.  3.  That  section  twenty-two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

''Sec.  2288.  Any  bona  fide  settler  under  the  pre-emption,  homestead,  or  other  set- 
tlement law  shall  have  the  right  to  transfer,  by  warranty  against  his  own  acts,  any 
portion  of  his  claim  for  church,  cemetery,  or  school  purposes,  or  for  the  right  of  way 
of  railroads,  canals,  reservoirs,  or  ditches  for  irrigation  or  drainage  across  it;  and  the 
transfer  for  such  public  purposes  shall  in  no  way  vitiate  the  right  to  complete  and 
perfect  the  title  to  his  claim.  ^ 

Skc.  4.  That  chapter  four  of  title  thirty-two,  excepting  sections  twenty-two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five,  twenty-two  hundred  and  seventy- six,  twenty-two  hundred 
aud  eighty-six,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  and  all  other  laws  al- 
lowing pre-emption  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby  repealed, 
but  all  bona  fide  claims  lawfully  initiated  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  under  any  of 
said  provisions  of  law  so  repealed,  may  be  perfected  upon  due  compliance  with  law, 
in  the  same  manner,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  and  subject  to  the  samo 
limitations,  forfeitures,  aud  contests,  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Sec.  5.  That  sections  twenty-two  hundred  aud  eighty-nine  and  twenty-two  hun- 
dred and  ninety,  in  said  chapter  numbered  five  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  amended,  so  that  they  shall  read  as  follows: 

"  Sec.  2289.  Every  person  who  is  the  head  of  a  family,  or  who  has  arrived  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  Unite<l  States,  or  who  has  filed  a  dec- 
laration of  intention  to  become  such,  as  required  by  the  naturalization  laws,  shall  be 
entitled  to  enter  one  quarter- section,  or  a  less  quantity,  ot  unappropriated  public 
lands,  to  be  located  in  a  body  in  conformity  to  the  legal  subdivisions  of  the  public 
lauds;  but  no  person  who  is  the  proprietor  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  in  any  State  or  Territory  shall  acquire  any  right  under  the  homestead  law. 
And  every  peison  owning  and  residing  on  land  may,  under  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
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tion,  enter  other  land  lying  oontigaons  to  his  land,  which  shall  not,  with  the  land  so 
already  owned  and  oconpied,  exceed  in  the  aggregate  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

"Src.  2290.  That  any  person  applying  to  enter  land  under  the  preceding  section 
shall  first  make  and  subscribe  before  the  proper  officer  and  file  in  the  proper  land 
office  an  affidavit  that  he  or  she  is  the  head  of  a  family,  or  is  over  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  that  snch  application  is  honestly  and  in  good  faith  made  for  the  pnrpose 
of  actual  settlement  and  cultivation,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  any  other  person,  per- 
sons or  corporation,  and  that  he  or  she  will  faithfully  and  honestly  endeavor  to  com- 
ply with  all  the  requirements  of  law  as  to  settlement,  residence,  and  cnltivalion 
necessary  to  acquire  title  to  the  land  applied  for ;  that  he  or  she  is  not  acting  as 
agent  of  any  person,  corporation,  or  syndicate  in  making  such  entry,  nor  in  collusion 
with  any  person,  corporation,  or  syndicate  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  the  land  en- 
tered, or  any  part  thereof,  or  the  timber  thereon ;  that  he  or  she  does  not  apply  to  en- 
ter the  same  for  the  purpose  of  speculation,  but  in  good  faith  to  obtain  a  home  for 
himself,  or  herself,  and  that  he  or  she  has  not  directly  or  Indirectly  made,  and  will  not 
make,  any  agrec^ment  or  contract  in  any  way  or  manner,  with  any  person  or  persons, 
corporation,  or  syndicate  whatsoever,  by  which  the  title  which  he  or  she  might  ac- 
quire from  the  government  of  the  United  States  should  inure,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to 
the  benefit  of  any  person,  except  himself,  or  herself,  and  upon  filing  such  affidavit 
with  the  register  or  receiver  on  payment  of  five  dollars  when  the  entry  is  of  not  more 
than  eighty  acres,  and  on  payment  often  dollars  when  the  entry  is  for  more  than 
eighty  acres,  he  or  she  shall  thereupon  be  permitted  to  enter  the  amount  of  land 
specified. " 

Sbc.  6.  That  secti(m  twenty-three  hundred  and  one  of  the  Revised  Statutes  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"Sbc.  2301.  Nothing  in  this  chapter  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  person 
who  shall  hereafter  avail  himself  of  the  benefits  of  section  twenty-two  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  from  {laying  the  minimum  price  for  the  quantity  of  land  so  entered  at 
any  time  after  the  expiration  of  fourteen  calendar  months  from  the  date  of  suoli  en- 
try, and  obtaining  a  patent  therefor,  upon  making  proof  of  settlement  and  of  resi- 
dence and  cultivation  for  such  period  of  fourteen  months,  **  and  the  provision  of  this 
section  shall  apply  to  lands  on  the  ceded  portiou  of  the  Sioux  Reservation  by  act  ap-  * 
proved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  in  South  Dakota,  but  shall 
not  relieve  said  settlers  from  any  payments  now  required  by  law. 

Sec.  7.  That  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  that  a  clerical  error  has  been  committed  in  the  entry  of  any  of  the  public  lands 
such  entry  may  be  suspended,  upon  proper  notification  to  the  claimant,  through  the 
local  land  office,  until  the  error  has  been  corrected  ;  and  all  entries  made  under  the 
pre-emption,  homestead,  desert-land,  or  timber-culture  laws,  in  which  final  proof 
and  payment  may  have  been  made  and  certificates  issued,  and  to  which  there  are  no 
adverse  claims  originating  prior  to  final  entry  and  which  have  been  sold  or  incum- 
bered prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty -eight,  and  after 
final  entry,  to  bona  fide  purchasers,  or  incumbrancers,  for  a  valuable  consideration, 
shall,  unless  upon  an  investigation  by  a  government  agent,  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
purchaser  has  been  found,  be  confirmed  and  patented  upon  presentation  of  satisfac- 
tory proof  to  the  Land  Department  of  such  sale  or  incumbrance :  Providedj  That 
after  the  lapse  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  issuance  of  the  receiver's  receipt 
upon  the  final  entry  of  any  tract  of  land  under  the  homestead,  timber-culture,  desert- 
land,  or  pre-emption  laws,  or  under  this  act,  and  when  there  shall  be  no  pending  con- 
test or  protest  against  the  validity  of  such  entry,  the  entryman  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
patent  conveying;  the  land  by  him  entered,  and  the  same  shall  bo  issued  to  him  ;  but 
this  proviso  shall  not  be  construed  to  require  the  delay  of  two  years  from  the  date  of 
said  entry  before  the  issuing  of  a  patent  therefor. 

*Sec.  8.  That  suits  by  the  United  States  to  vacate  and  annul  any  patent  hereto- 
fore issued  shall  only  be  brought  within  five  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and 
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Boits  to  yacato  and  annul  patents  hereafter  iaened  shall  only  be  brought  within  six 
years  after  the  date  of  the  issaance  of  sach  patents.  And  in  the  States  of  Colorado, 
Montana,  Idaho,  North  Dakota  and  Soath  Dakota,  Wyoming,  and  in  the  District  of 
Alaska  and  the  gold  and  silver  regions  of  Nevada  and  the  Territory  of  Utah,  in  any 
criminal  prosecution  or  civil  action  by  the  United  States  for  a  trespass  on  snoh  pub- 
lic timber  lands  or  to  recover  timber  or  lumber  cut  thereon,  it  shall  be  a  defence  if 
the  defendant  shall  show  that  the  said  timber  was  so  cut  or  removed  from  the  timber 
lands  for  use  in  such  State  or  Territory  by  a  resident  thereof  for  agricultural,  min- 
ing, manufacturing,  or  domestic  purposes,  and  has  not  been  transported  out  of  the 
same;  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  apply  to  operate  to  enlarge  the  rights  of 
any  railway  company  to  cut  timber  on  the  public  domain :  Provided,  That  the  Seere- 
tary  of  the  Interior  may  make  suitable  rulea  and  regulations  to  carry  out  the  provis- 
ions of  this  section. 

Src.  9.  That  hereafter  no  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  except  abandoned  mil- 
itary or  other  reservations,  isolated  and  disconnected  fractional  tracts  authorized 
to  be  sold  by  section  twenty-four  hundred  and  fifty-five  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and 
mineral  and  other  lands  the  sale  of  which  at.  public  auction  has  been  anthorised  by 
acts  of  Congress  of  a  special  nature  having  local  application,  shall  be  sold  at  public 
sale. 

Sec.  10.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  change,  repeal,  or  modify  any  agreements 
or  treaties  made  with  any  Indian  tribes  for  the  disposal  of  their  lands,  or  of  land 
ceded  to  the  United  States  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  such  tribes,  and  the 
proceeds  thereof  to  be  placed  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  disposi- 
tion of  such  lands  shall  continue  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  such  treaties 
or  agreements,  except  as  provided  in  section  5  of  this  act. 

Sec.  11.  That  until  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress  lands  in  Alaska  may  be  entered 
for  townsite  purposes,  for  the  several  use  and  benefit  of  the  occupants  of  such  town- 
sites,  by  snch  trustee  or  trustees  as  may  be  named  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
for  that  purpose,  such  entries  to  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  section  twenty-three 
hnndred  and  eighty-seven  of  the  Revised  Statutes  as  near  as  may  be;  and  when  such 
entries  shall  have  been  made  the  Secretary  of  the  Int<erior  shall  provide  by  regula- 
tion for  the  proper  execution  of  the  trust  in  favor  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  townsite, 
including  the  survey  of  the  land  into  lots,  according  to  the  spirit  and  intent  of  said 
section  twenty-three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  whereby  the 
same  results  would  be  reached  as  though  the  entry  had  been  made  by  a  county  judge 
and  the  disposal  of  the  lots  in  such  townsite  and  the  pioceeds  of  the  sale  thereof  had 
been  prescribed  by  the  legislative  authority  of  a  State  or  Territory:  Provided^  That 
no  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  shall  be  embraced  in  one  townsite  entry. 

Sbc.  12.  That  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  any 
association  of  snch  citizens,  and  any  corporation  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  now  authorized  bylaw 
to  hold  lands  in  the  Territories  now  or  hereafter  in  possession  of  and  occupying  pub- 
lie  lands  in  Alaska  for  the  purpose  of  trade  or  manufactures,  may  purchase  not  ex« 
oeeding  one  hnndred  and  sixty  acres,  to  be  taken  as  near  as  practicable  in  a  square 
form,  of  snch  land  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre:  Protided,  That  in  case 
more  than  one  person,  association,  or  corporation  shall  claim  the  same  tract  of  laud 
the  person,  association,  or  corporation  having  the  prior  claim  by  reason  of  possession 
and  continued  occupation  shall  be  entitled  to  purchase  the  same;  but  the  entry  of  no 
person,  association,  or  corporation  shall  include  improvements  made  by  or  in  posses- 
sion of  another  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  13.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  person,  association,  or  corporation  enti- 
tled to  purchase  land  under  this  act  to  make  an  application  to  the  United  States 
marshal,  ex  officio  surveyor-general  of  Alaska,  for  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  making 
a  survey  of  the  lands  occupied  by  such  person,  association,  or  corporation,  and  th« 
eost  of  the  clerical  work  necessary  to  be  done  in  the  office  of  the  said  United  States 
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marsbal,  ex  ofBcio  surveyor- general ;  and  on  the  receipt  of  sach  estimate  from  the 
United  States  marshal,  ex  officio  surveyor-general,  the  said  person,  association,  or 
corporation  shall  deposit  the  amonnt  in  a  United  States  depository,  as  is  reqaired  by 
section  numbered  twenty-four  hundred  and  one,  Bevised  Statutes,  relating  to  deposits 
for  surveys. 

That  on  the  receipt  by  the  United  States  marshal,  ex  officio  snrveyor-general,  of  the 
said  certificates  of  deposit,  he  shall  employ  a  competent  person  to  make  such  survey, 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
-who  shall  make  his  return  of  his  field  notes  and  maps  to  the  office  of  the  said  United 
States  marshal,  ex  officio  surveyor 'general;  and  the  said  United  States  marshal,  ex 
officio  surveyor- general,  shall  cause  the  said  field  notes  and  plats  of  such  survey  to 
be  examined,  and,  if  correct,  approve  the  same,  and  shall  transmit  certified  copies 
of  such  maps  and  plats  to  the  office  of  the  Commissio  uer  of  the  General  Laud 
Office. 

That  when  the  said  field  notes  and  plats  of  such  survey  shall  have  been  approved  by 
the  said  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  he  shall  notify  such  person,  associa- 
tion, or  corporation,  who  shall  then,  within  six  months  after  such  notice,  pay  to  the 
s^id  United  States  m  arshal,  ex  officio  snrveyor-general,  for  such  land,  and  patent  shall 
issue  for  the  same. 

Sec.  14.  That  none  of  the  provisions  of  the  last  two  preceeding  sections  of  this 
act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  warrant  the  sale  of  any  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States  which  shall  contain  coal  or  the  precions  metals,  or  any  townsite,  or  which 
shall  be  occupied  by  the  United  Stated  for  public  purposes,  or  which  shall  be  reserved 
for  such  purposes,  or  to  which  the  natives  of  Alaska  have  prior  rights  by  virtue  of 
actual  occupation,  or  which  shall  be  selected  by  the  United  States  Commissioner  of 
Fish  and  Fisheries  on  the  islands  of  Kadiak  and  Afognak  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing fish-culture  stations.  And  all  tracts  of  land  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  in  any  one  tract  now  occupied  as  missionary  stations  in  said  district  of 
Alaska  are  hereby  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  last  three  preceding  sections  of 
this  act.  No  portions  of  the  islands  of  Pribylov  Group  or  the  Seal  Islands  of  Alaska 
shall  be  subject  to  sale  under  this  act;  and  the  United  States  reserves,  and  there 
shall  be  reserved  in  all  patents  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  last  two  preceding 
sections  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  regulate  the  taking  of  salmon  and  to  do  all 
things  necessary  to  protect  and  prevent  the  destruction  of  salmon  in  all  the  waters  of 
the  lands  granteil  frequented  by  salmon. 

Sec.  15.  That  until  otherwise  provided  by  law  the  body  of  lands  known  as  Annette 
Islands,  situated  in  Alexander  Archipelago  in  Southeastern  Alaska,  on  the  north  side 
of  Dixon's  Entrance,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  set  apart  as  a  reservation  for  the 
use  of  the  Metlakahtla  Indians,  and  those  people  known  as  M  etlakahtlans  who  have 
recently  emigrated  from  British  Columbia  to  Alaska,  and  such  other  Alaskan  na- 
tives as  may  join  them,  to  be  held  and  used  by  them  in  common,  under  such  rnlp^ 
and  regulations,  and  subject  to  such  restrictions,  as  may  be  prescribed  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Int43rior. 

Sec.  16.  That  townsite  entries  may  be  made  by  incorporated  towns  and  cities  on 
the  mineral  lands  of  the  United  States,  but  no  title  shall  be  acquired  by  such  towns 
or  cities  to  any  vein  of  gold,  silver,  cinnabar,  copper,  or  lead,  or  to  any  valid  mining 
claim  or  possession  held  under  existing  law.  When  mineral  veins  are  poasefcsed 
within  the  limits  of  an  incorporated  town  or  city,  and  such  possession  is  recognized 
by  local  authority  or  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the.  title  to  town  lots  shall  be 
subject  to  such  recognized  possession  and  the  necessary  use  thereof,  and  when  entry 
has  been  made  or  patent  issued  for  such  townsites  to  such  incorporated  town  or  city, 
the  possessor  of  such  mineral  vein  may  enter  and  receive  patent  for  such  mineral 
vein,  and  the  surface  ground  appertaining  thereto  :  Provided,  that  no  entry  shall  be 
made  by  such  mineral-vein  claimant  for  surface  ground  where  the  owner  or  occupier 
of  the  surface  ground  shall  have  bad  possession  of  the  same  before  the  inception  oi 
the  title  of  the  mineral-vein  applicant. 
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6bc.  17.  That  reservoir  sites  located  or  selected  and  to  be  located  and  selected  nnder 
tbe  provisions  of  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  sandry  civil  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
emment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  thirteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine, 
and  for  other  purposes/'  and  amendments  thereto  shall  be  restricted  to  and  shall  con- 
tain only  so  much  land  as  is  actually  necessary  for  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  reservoirs;  excluding  so  far  as  practicable  lands  occupied  by  actual  settlers  at  the 
date  of  the  location  of  said  reservoirs,  and  that  the  provisions  of  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jane  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which 
reads  as  follows,  viz :  **  No  person  who  shall  after  the  passage  of  this  act  ent^r  upon 
any  of  the  public  lands  with  a  view  to  occupation,  entry,  or  settlement  under  any 
of  the  land  laws  shall  be  permitted  to  acquire  title  to  more  than  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  the  aggregate  under  all  said  laws/'  shall  be  construed  to  include  in 
the  maximum  amount  of  lands  the  title  to  which  is  permitted  to  be  acquired  by  one 
person  only  agricultural  lands  and  not  include  lands  entered  or  sought  to  be  entered 
under  mineral  land  laws. 

Skc.  18.  That  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  and  reservations  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  granted  to  any  canal  or  ditch  company  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  irrigation  and  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of  Any  State  or  Territory, 
which  shall  have  filed,  or  may  hereafte/  file,  with  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  a  copy 
of  its  articles  of  incorporation,  and  due  proofs  of  its  organization  under  the  same,  to 
the  extent  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  water  of  the  reservoir  and  of  the  cunal 
and  its  laterals,  and  fifty  feet  on  each  side  of  the  marginal  limits  thereof;  also  the 
'  right  to  take,  from  the  public  lands  a^jftoent  to  the  line  of  the  canal  or  ditch,  material, 
earth,  and  stone  necessary  for  the  construction  of  such  canal  or  ditch :  Provided,  That 
no  such  right  of  way  shall  be  so  located  as  to  interfere  with  the  proper  occupation  by 
the  government  of  any  such  reservation,  and  all  maps  of  location  shall  be  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  department  of  the  government  having  jurisdiction  of  such  reser- 
vation, and  the  privilege  herein  granted  shall  not  be  construed  to  interfere  with  the 
control  of  water  for  irrigation  and  other  purposes  under  authority  of  the  respective 
Stat4»s  or  Territories. 

Skc.  19.  That  any  canal  or  ditch  company  desiring  to  secure  the  benefits  of  this 
act  shall,  within  twelve  months  after  the  location  of  ten  miles  of  its  canal,  if  the 
same  be  upon  surveyed  lands,  and  if  upon  unsurveyed  lands,  within  twelve  months 
after  the  survey  thereof  by  the  United  States,  file  with  the  register  of  the  land  office 
for  the  district  where  such  land  is  located  a  map  of  its  canal  or  ditch  and  reservoir ; 
and  upon  the  approval  thereof  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  the  same  shall  be  noted 
upon  the  plats  in  said  office,  and  thereafter  all  such  lands  over  which  such  rights  of 
way  shall  pass  shall  be  disposed  of  subject  to  such  right  of  way.  Whenever  any  per- 
son or  corporation,  in  the  construction  of  any  canal,  ditch,  or  reservoir,  injures  or 
damages  the  possession  of  any  settler  on  the  public  domain,  the  party  committing 
such  injury  or  damage  shall  be  liable  to  the  party  injured  for  such  injury  or  damage. 

Sbc.  20.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  apply  to  all  canals,  ditches,  or  reser- 
voirs, heretofore  or  hereafter  constructed,  whether  constructed  by  corporations,  in- 
dividuals, or  association  of  individuals,  on  the  filing  of  the  certificates  and  maps 
herein  provided  for.  If  such  ditch,  canal,  or  reservoir  has  been  or  shall  be  constructed 
by  an  individual  or  association  of  individuals,  it  shall  b^sufficient  for  such  individual 
or  association  of  individuals  to  file  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  with  the 
register  of  the  land  office  where  said  land  is  located,  a  map  of  the  line  of  such  canal, 
ditch,  or  reservoir,  as  in  case  of  a  corporation,  with  the  name  of  the  individual  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  together  with  the  articles  of  association,  if  any  there  be.  Plats 
heretofore  filed  shall  have  the  benefits  of  this  act  from  the  date  of  their  filing,  as 
though  filed  under  it:  Provided^  That  if  any  section  of  said  canal  or  ditch,  shall  not 
be  completed  within  five  years  after  the  location  of  said  section,  the  rights  herein 
granted  shall  be  forfeited  as  to  any  uncompleted  section  of  said  canal,  ditch,  or  res- 
ervoir, to  the  extent  that  the  same  is  not  completed  at  the  date  of  the  forfeiture. 
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Sec.  21.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  aathorize  such  oanal  or  ditch  company  to 
occupy  saoh  right  of  way  except  for  the  purpose  of  said  canal  or  ditch,  and  then  only 
BO  far  as  maybe  necessary  for  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  care  of  said  oanal 
or  ditch. 

Sec.  22.  That  the  section  of  land  reseryed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dakota  Central 
Bailroad  Company  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Bad 
River,  as  provided  by  section  sixteen  of  "An  act  to  divide  a  portion  of  the  reserva- 
tion of  the  Sioux  Nation  of  Indians  in  Dakota  ia^  separate  reservations  and  to  aecnre 
the  relinquishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  remainder,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  shall  be  subject  to  entry 
nnder  the  townsite  law  only. 

Sec.  23.  That  in  all  cases  where  second  entries  of  land  on  the  Osage  Indian  trust 
and  diminished  reserve  lands  in  Kansas,  to  which  at  the  time  there  were  no  adverse 
claims,  have  been  made  and  the  law  complied  with  as  to  residence  and  improvement, 
said  entries  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed,  and  in  all  cases  where  peisons 
were  actual  settlers  and  residing  upon  their  claims  upon  said  Osage  Indian  trnst  and 
diminished  reserve  lands  in  the  State  of  Kansas  on  the  ninth  day  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  who  have  made  subsequent  pre-emption  entries  either 
upon  public  or  upon  said  Osage  Indian  trust  and  diminished  reserve  lands,  upon 
which  there  were  no  legal  prior  adverse  clain^s  at  the  time,  and  the  law  complied 
with  as  to  settlement,  said  subsequent  entries  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed* 

Sec.  24.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  may,  from  time  to  time,  set  apart 
and  reserve,  In  any  State  or  Territory  having  public  land  bearing  forests,  (in)  any  part 
of  the  public  lands  wholly  or  in  part  covered  with  timber  or  undergrowth,  whether 
of  commercial  value  or  not,  as  public  reservations,  and  the  President  shall,  by  pub- 
lic proclamation,  declare  the  establishment  of  such  reservations  and  the  limits 
thereof. 

Approved  March  3,  1891. 


[Public— No.  160.] 

*AK  ACT  to  amend  seotion  eiffbt  of  an  act  approved  Maroh  third,  eifi^hteen  hnndred  and  ninety -one ; 
entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  timber-cnltare  laws  and  for  other  parpoaes.'* 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Repreeentativea  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica in  Congress  assemhhdj  That  section  eight  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  tim- 
ber-culture laws,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

'*  Sec.  8.  That  suits  by  the  United  States  to  vacate  and  annul  any  patent  heretofore 
issued  shall  only  be  brought  within  five  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  suits 
to  vacate  and  annul  patents  hereafter  issued  shall  only  be  brought  within  six  years 
after  the  date  of  the  issuance  of  such  patents.  And  in  the  States  of  Colorado,  Mon- 
tana, Idaho,  North  Dakota,  and  South  Dakota,  Wyoming,  and  the  District  of  Alabka, 
and  the  gold  and  silver  regions  of  Nevada  and  the  Territory  of  Utah  in  any  criminal 
prosecution  or  civil  action  by  the  United  States  for  a  trespass  on  such  public  timber 
lands  or  to  recover  timber  or  lumber  cut  thereon  it  shall  be  a  defense  if  the  defend- 
ant shall  show  that  the  said  timber  was  so  cut  or  removed  from  the  timber  lands  for 
use  in  such  State  or  Territory  by  a  rdsident  thereof  for  agricultural,  mining,  mana- 
facturing,  or  domestic  purposes  under  rules  and  regulations  made  and  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  has  not  been  transported  out  of  the  same,  but  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  operate  to  enlarge  the  rights  of  any  railway  compauy  to 
cut  timber  on  the  public  domain,  provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may 
make  suitable  rules  and  regulations  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  he 
may  designate  the  sections  or  tracts  of  land  where  timber  may  be  cut,  and  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  cut  or  remove  any  timber  except  as  ma^  be  prt;scribcd  by  such  rules 
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and  legnlations,  bat  this  act  shall  not  operate  to  repeal  the  act  of  Jane  third,  eight- 
een hundred  and  seventy-eighty  providing  for  the  catting  of  timber  on  mineral  lands. 
Approved  March  3,  1B91. 


PREEMPTION  CONTEST— SETTLEMENT  BIGHTS. 

Bowman  v.  Davis. 

An  act  of  settlement  is  complete  from  the  instant  the  settler  goes  upon  the  land  with 
the  intention  of  making  it  his  home,  and  performs  some  act  indicative  of  snoh 
intent ;  and  snch  act  is  snffioient  if  it  tends  to  disclose  a  design  to  appropriate 
the  land  in  accordance  with  law. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  April  27, 1891. 

The  case  of  Benjamin  F.  Bowman  v.  Wayiand  S.  Davis  is  here  on 
appeal  of  the  former  from  yoar  decision  of  October  21,  1889,  sastaining 
Davis'  homestead  entry,  No.  6452,  for  the  E.  ^  of  the  NE.  ^,  Sec.  21,  T. 
121,  B.  70,  Aberdeen,  Dakota. 

He  made  his  entry  November  29, 1886. 

The  next  day,  Bowman  applied  to  file  his  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  for  the  same,  alleging  settlement  November  26,  three  days 
prior  to  the  entry  of  Davis.  His  application  was  held  suspended  until 
December  6,  when  the  local  officers  ordered  a  hearing  to  determine  the 
respective  rights  of  the  parties  as  to  the  priority  of  claim^  which  was 
had  March  16, 1887. 

On  November  27,  of  the  same  year,  the  register  and  receiver  rendered 
their  opinion  recommending  that  the  entry  of  Davis  should  stand. 

Bowman  appealed,  and  by  your  said  decision  you  affirmed  the  action 
of  the  local  officers^  and  he  now  further  prosecutes  his  appeal  to  this 
Department. 

The  only  question  for  consideration  is,  whether  Bowman  made  a  bona 
fide  settlement  on  the  laud  prior  to  the  entry  of  Davis. 

The  record  shows  that  prior  to  November  26, 1886,  one  Dumont  had 
made  homestead  entry  for  the  tract  in  controversy,  which  he  had  relin- 
quished on  said  2Gtli  of  November,  after  having  excavated  thereon  a 
cellar,  sixteen  by  sixteen,  and  six  and  a  half  feet  deep,  and  dug  a  well — 
which  improvements,  together  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  lum- 
ber which  had  been  left  at  the  cellar,  were  purchased  by  Bowman  two 
days  subsequent  to  the  relinquishment  and  one  day  prior  to  Davis' 
entry,  for  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

The  acts  of  settlement  on  the  partof  Bowman  are  substantially  stated 
in  your  office  opinion,  and  consist  in  piling  up  a  few  stones  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  cellar,  another  pile  (variously  estimated  from  twelve  to  fifty 
and  from  the  size- of  a  man's  fist  to  that  of  a  bushel  basket)  at  the  well, 
and  three  small  piles  on  a  knoll  near  the  northern  boundary  of  the  land, 
Thr^  witnesses  for  the  defendant  testify  that,  although  they  passed 
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along  near  the  said  nortbern  boundary  on  tbe  28tb  of  November,  they 
did  not  notice  any  stone  heaps  there.  Two  of  these  witnesses  were  not 
looking  for  indications  of  improvements,  but  passed  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  knoll  on  their  way  to  and  from  town.  The  other  witness,  De  Wolf, 
is  a  partner  in  a  small  store  with  Davis,  the  defendant,  and  claims  to 
have  examined  or  '<  cast  his  eye''  over  the  northern  boundary  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  whether  anything  had  been  done  by  way  of  settle- 
ment, but  did  not  see  any  stone  heaps.  On  cross-examination,  he 
admits  that  there  was  a  rise  of  ground  between  where  he  stood  when 
he  cast  his  eye  over  the  boundary  and  the  knoll  where  Bowman  claimed 
to  have  piled  the  stone,  and  that  there  might  have  been  stone  heaps 
there  and  he  not  have  seen  them,  but  that  they  could  not  have  been  as 
large  as  they  were  when  he  saw  -them  a  short  time  after  Davis  had 
made  his  entry. 

The  piling  of  stones  at  the  cellar  and  well  is  confirmed  by  some  of 
the  witnesses  for  defendant,  and  I  do  not  think  the  positive  evidence 
of  the  plaintiff  that  he  made  three  piles  on  the  knoll  at  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  land  is  overcome  by  the  witnesses  for  defendant. 

These  stone  piles  are  the  only  acts  of  settlement  claimed  by  plaintiff 
prior  to  the  filing  of  Davis,  except  putting  some  boards  back  on  the 
walls  of  the  cellar,  which  had  been  blown  off  or  had  fallen  into  tbe 
cellar. 

It  is  also  shown,  as  stated  in  your  decision,  that  he  moved  a  house 
on  to  the  land  a  few  days  subsequent  to  Davis'  entry,  and  on  December 
10,  moved  his  family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  six  children,  on  to  it,  and 
has  resided  there  ever  since,  flis  house  is  habitable,  and  comfortably 
furnished. 

Upon  these  facts  the  register  and  receiver  held  that  Bowman  had  not 
performed  an  act  of  settlement  sufficient  to  hold  the  land  as  against  the 
entry  of  Davis,  in  which  finding  3'ou  concur. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  your  judgment  is  not  sustained  by  the  deci- 
sions of  this  Department,  the  weight  of  authority  being  that  ^^  an  act  of 
settlement  is  complete  from  the  instant  the  settler  goes  upon  the  land 
with  the  intention  of  making  it  his  home  and  performs  some  act  indica- 
tive of  such  intent."    Franklin  v.  Murch,  10  L.  D.,  582. 

This  definition  of  a  settler  does  not,  in  my  judgment,  require  that 
such  act  should  necessarily  be  done  in  connection  with  his  residence  on 
the  land,  such  as  commencing  the  erection  of  a  house  to  reside  in,  but 
it  may  be  any  visible  act  tending  to  disclose  a  design  to  appropriate  the 
land  under  and  in  accordance  with  the  pre-emption  laws. 

The  fact  that  Bowman  did  not  intend  to  use  the  stones  that  were  piled 
together  for  the  construction  of  a  house,  well,  or  fence  or  for  any  other 
purpose,  except  to  get  them  out  of  the  way  of  the  plow,  is  not  material, 
if  it  should  appear  that  such  acts  were  done  in  contemplation  of  appro- 
priating the  land  under  the  settlement  laws,  and  were  such  as  were  dis- 
coverable by  a  person  examining  the  land  with  the  view  of  entering 
the  same. 
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In  the  case  of  Etnier  v,  Zook,  11*  L.  D.,  452,  the  act  of  settlemcMit  on 
the  part  of  Etnier,  which  gave  her  priority,  consisted  in  surveying  the 
land  and  ^^  throwing  up  sod  mounds  on  the  boundaries  of  her  claim." 
This  was  not  a  permanent  improvement,  nor  did  it  relate  to  the  prepa- 
ration or  construction  of  a  home  on  the  land,  but  was  held  to  be  a  suflB- 
cient  act  of  settlement  to  hold  the  claim. 

It  is  sufficient  that  some  act  is  done  denoting  an  intention  to  claim 
the  land  under  the  settlement  laws,  and  although  such  act  has  no  im- 
mediate  or  direct  relation  to  preparing  or  constructing  a  residence 
thereon,  it  will  be  presumed  that  it  was  done  in  furtherance  of  an  in- 
tent to  comply  with  the  law,  one  of  the  requisites  of  which  is  that  he 
shall  make  his  home  on  the  land. 

While  it  is  not  shown  in  this  case  by  direct  testimony  that  Davis  had 
actual  notice  of  Bowman's  act  of  settlement,  or  his  intention  to  claim 
the  land,  yet,  I  think  it  may  fairly  be  presumed  from  the  circumstances 
that  when  he  made  his  entry  on  November  29,  he  at  least  had  reasona- 
ble grounds  for  believing  that  the  land  was  not  free  from  the  claim  of 
some  settler. 

Another  circumstance  which  we  have  a  right  to  consider  is  the  fact  that 
Davis  did  not  take  the  stand  at  the  hearing.  It  would  have  been  an 
easy  matter  for  him  to  have  said  that  he  had  no  knowledge  or  suspicion 
of  Bowman's  settlement  or  claiih.  He  chooses,  however,  to  remain 
silent,  and  leaves  the  officers  of  this  Department  to  infer,  if  they  can, 
that  he  made  his  entry  without  notice  of  the  claim  of  Bowman.  While 
he  was  under  no  legal  obligation  to  testify  at  the  hearing,  and  while  the 
aniui  of  proving  settlement  was  on  Bowman,  the  fact  that  he  remained 
silent  when  he  could  speak  is  one  which  may  be  properly  considered  in 
connection  with  the  other  facts  and  circumstances  in  determining 
whether  he  had  knowledge  of  the  claim  and  acts  of  Bowman. 

The  evidence  leaves  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  the  bona  fides  of  the 
claim  of  Bowman,  for  he  has  constantly  resided  on  the  land  ever  since 
the  10th  of  December,  1886,  or  within  two  weeks  from  the  date  of  his 
said  acts  of  settlement  and  has  erected  a  comfortable  house  thereon. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  I  think  that  his  acts  wben  viewed  in 

the  light  of  all  the  evidence  in  this  ciise,  were  sufficient  to  constitute 

an  act  of  settlement,  and  that  the  equities  of  the  case  are  clearly  on  his 

side. 
The  entry  of  Davis  will  be  canceled  and  Bowman's  Ming  admitted  to 

record. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  reversed. 
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PBB-EMPTIOX  ENTRT— RE-INSTATEMENT— RESIDEKCS. 

Harmon  Pomeroy. 

Where  a  pre-emption  entry  is  canceled  for  the  reason  that  the  claimant  has  ftiiled  to 
comply  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  residence,  a  re-instatement  of  such  entry 
cannot  be  secared  by  sabseqaeut  residence  on  the  land,  and  cnltivation  thereof. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  April  28, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yoar  commanioation  of  January  19, 1891,  trans- 
mitting the  application  of  Harmon  Pomeroy  for  re-instatement  of  his 
pre-emption  cash  entry  No.  6736,  embracing:  the  N  W.^  Sec.  17,  T.  15  N., 
B.  1  E.,  Humboldt,  California,  and  recommending  favorable  action 
thereon,  and  that  your  office  be  authorized  to  pass  the  same  to  patent. 

The  record  history  of  this  case  is  as  follows : 

On  June  1, 1885,  he  made  pre-emption  cash  entry  for  the  land  de- 
scribed, and  received  final  certificate  therefor,  he  having  filed  his  declar- 
atory statement  July  7, 1884. 

July  17, 1888,  your  office  rejected  his  proof  for  lack  of  residence  and 
improvements,  and  directed 

that  unless  he  shall  within  sixty  days  from  service  of  written  notice  famish  new 
proof,  withoat  pnblication,  satisfacturily  showing  full  compliance  with  law  in  good 
faith,  his  entry  will  be  canceled  without  farther  delay. 

He  appealed  from  this  action  of  your  office,  September  1, 1888,  and 
on  the  the  29th  of  the  same  month  made  supplemental  proof  in  support 
of  his  claim,  which  was  duly  transmitted  to  your  office,  October  3d  of 
the  same  year,  and  by  your  office  transmitted  to  this  Department,  May 
7, 1889. 

May  17th  of  the  same  year,  this  Department,  by  its  unreported  de- 
cision of  that  date,  being  of  the  opinion  that  the  claimant  had  failed  to 
comply  with  the  law  as  to  residence  upon  the  land,  ordered  his  entry 
canceled,  which  was  accordingly  done,  June  11, 1890. 

January  7, 1891,  he  filed  in  your  office  a  petition  asking  that  his  entry 
be  reinstated,  and  for  grounds  therefor  shows  by  his  corroborated 
affidavit,  in  addition  to  the  residence,  cultivation  and  improvements  as 
shown  by  his  final  and  supplemental  proof,  that  he  has  resided  thereon 
continuously  with  his  family  and  continued  to  cultivateand  improve  the 
same  since  June  1, 1890,  and  is  now  so  residing  on  and  cultivating  the 
same;  that  his  improvements  are  extensive,  amounting  to  seven  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  that  there  is  no  adverse  claimant  for  the  land. 

It  is  this  application  that  is  presented  to  me  for  consideration. 

The  facts  slated  in  his  affidavit — namely,  residence  and  cnltivatiou 
for  six  months  subsequent  to  the  order  of  cancellation — will  not  au- 
thorize there-instatementofhis  entry,  for  such  acts  in  no  manner  serve  to 
cure  his  laches  and  defaults,  upon  which  the  judgment  of  cancellation 
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was  rendered.  TJiat  judgment  was  a  finality,  and  its  force  and  effect, 
nndcr  the  rales  of  practice  adopted  by  the  Department,  conld  only  be 
avoided  by  a  snccessful  motion  for  review. 

As  the  claimant  has  made  extensive  improvements  on  the  land  and 
seems  desirous  of  making  it  his  home,  you  will  direct  the  local  officers 
to  reserve  the  tract  from  other  disposition  for  ninety  days  after  notice 
of  this  decision  to  allow  applicant  to  make  homestead  entry  for  the  same, 
if  he  so  desires,  and  is  qualified.  His  application  to  re-insiate  his  entry 
IB  denied. 


PBACnCB-APPBAL-COAL  ENTRY. 

Kendall  v.  Hall. 

Th<9  Depftrtment  has  no  jarisdiotion  to  entertain  an  appeal  that  is  not  taken  hi  the 

time  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  practice. 
A  coal  entry  can  not  embrace  non-contignous  tracts  of  laud. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  March  27,  1891. 

Your  office  letter  of  January  10, 1891  transmitted  to  this  Department 
the  papers  in  the  case  of  Augustine  Kendall  v.  Milton  S.  Hall  on  ap- 
peal by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  July  10, 1890,  holdiug  for  can- 
cellation HalPs  coal  entry  for  the  MW.  i,  SW.  i  aud  NE.  i  of  SB.  J  of 
section  30,  T.  19  N.,  R.  104  W.,  Evanstou,  VYyomiug  hind  district,  and 
in  declining  to  recall  or  modify  your  decision  of  May  27,  1889,  but  in 
allowing  said  Hall's  coal  declaratory  statement,  No.  366  for  the  N£.  ^, 
SB.  i,  NW.  i,  SB.  i,  NB.  i,  SW.  J  and  NW.  i,  SW.  J  of  said  section 
30  to  remain  intact. 

This  controversy  involves  the  N W.  -i,  SB.  J  and  NB.  J,  SW.  J  of  said 
section  30,  town  and  range  aforesaid. 

On  April  11, 1887,  Kendall  filed  coal  declaratory  statement  for  the 
S.  i,  NB.  4,  "  NW.  i,  SB.  i  and  NE.  J,  SW.  i"of  said  section  30,  town 
and  range  aforesaid,  alleging  settlement  on  the  9th  day  of  said  month. 

On  September  9,  following,  Hall  tiled  coal  declaratory  statement,  No. 
366,  for  the  NB.  J,  SB.  J,  '*  N W.  J,  SK.  i,  NB.  J,  SW.  i»  and  NW.  :f, 
SW.  4  of  same  section,  alleging  settlement  on  the  6th  day  of  said  month. 

On  December  5,  1887,  Kendall,  i)ursuant  to  notice,  offered  final  proof 
in  support  of  his  filing,  and  Hall  appeared  and  protested  against  the 
same  in  so  far  as  it  involved  the  NW.  4  of  SB.  i  and  NB.  i  of  SW.  |  of 
said  section,  alleging  prior  settlement,  possession,  improvement,  etc. 
Thereupon,  a  hearing  was  had  and  a  large  amount  of  testimony  was 
taken,  covering  nearly  five  hundred  pages,  and  the  record  and  testi- 
mony having  been  considered  by  the  local  officers,  they  failed  to  agree, 
but  rendered  separate  opinions,  the  receiver  holding  that  Hall  had  the 
preference  right  of  entry  and  purchase,  and  that  Kendall's  filing  for 
the  two  tracts  in  controversy  should  be  canceled,  the  register  holdiug 
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the  reverse,  and  recommending  the  cancellation  of  Hall's  filing  for  the 
two  tracts  in  controversy.  From  these  separate  decisions,  each  claim- 
ant appealed. 

The  official  plat  of  the  township  was  filed  in  the  local  office  on  Jana- 
28, 1876. 

On  May  27, 1889,  the  case  came  on  for  consideration,  and  your  office 
held  Kendall's  filing  upon  said  two  tracts  for  cancellation,  thns  affirm- 
ing the  receiver's  decision  and  reversing  the  register.  From  this 
judgment,  Kendall  appealed  to  this  Department 
.  On  February  28, 1890,  the  attorney  for  Kendall  filed  in  the  case,  a 
statement. 

That  on  Sept.  3rd,  1688,  Hall  applied  to  the  local  officers  at  Evanston  to  be  allowed 
to  enter  the  NE.  i,  SE.  i,  and  N W.  i,  SW.  i  of  said  section,  town  and  rang^  which 
application  was  finally  allowed  by  the  local  officers  as  coal  entry  No.  54 — the  two 
tracts  being  that  portion  of  Hall's  claim  not  in  conflict  with  KendalPs  claim. 

He  accompanied  the  same  with  a  motion, 

that  this  case  be  reman  ded  to  the  General  Land  Office  with  instructions  to  take  action 
thereon  as  upon  a  relinquishment  or  withdrawal  of  all  his  claim  to  said  land  by  Hall, 
without  passing  upon  the  record  of  the  hearing. 

On  June  25, 1890,  the  Department  returned  the  papers  in  the  case  to 
your  office,  in  accordance  with  said  motion  and  ^*  without  considering 
the  questions  raised  ui>on  the  appeal",  as  requested  by  counsel,  but 
<'  for  further  consideration  by  your  office,  in  view  of  said  entry  by  Hall 
of  a  portion  of  the  land  embraced  in  his  original  coal  declaratory  state- 
ment." 

On  July  10, 1890,  you  again  considered  said  case  ^Mn  view  of  said 
entry  by  Hall"  and  held  that  the  sale  was  invalid  and  that  it  should 
be  canceled  without  prejudice  to  Hall's  right  to  make  another  entry. 
You  allowed  his  declaratory  statement,  So.  306,  to  remain  intact  pend- 
ing the  final  determination  of  the  case,  and  instructed  the  local  officers 
that 

should  Hall  so  elect,  his  entry  may  be  allowed  to  stand  as  to  either  of  the  forty  acre 
tracts  but  that  such  election  and  entry  will  constitute  a  waiver  and  abandonment  of 
his  claim  to  the  land  in  conflict  with  KendalPs  claim. 

You  do  not  modify  or  recall  your  former  decision. 

From  this  judgment,  neither  party  appealed  within  the  time  specified 
for  filing  appeals.  Hall  did  not  elect  to  make  entry  for  either  forty 
acre  tract,  but  allowed  your  decision  to  become  final. 

On  September  12,  following,  Kendall  filed  an  appeal  from  your  judg- 
ment, assigning  as  ground  of  error  '^  that  you  erred  in  holding  coal 
entry  54  for  cancellation  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  Hall  to  make 
another  coal  entry  for  the  lands  embraced  in  his  original  filing."  Coun- 
sel for  Kendall,  admitting  that  an  appeal  was  not  taken  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  Bules  of  Practice,  claim 
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That  the  CommiaHioaer  having  acted  beyoad  his  authority  iu  holding  Hall's  ooal 
entry  No.  54  for  cancellation  withont  prejudice  to  his  rights  under  his  D.  8.,  No.36t), 
the  appeal  from  such  action  filed  by  Kendall  must  be  considered  whether  filed  within 
sixty  days  or  not. 

In  sapport  of  this  proposition,  he  cites  Pearce  v.  WoUscheid  (10  L. 
D.,  678)  in  which  the  well-known  rale  is  quoted : 

''The  question  of  jurisdiction  maybe  raised  at  anytime,"  and  in  which  it  was  also 
said:  "Although  a  court  may  have  jurisdiction  over  the  parties  and  the  subject- 
matter,  yet  if  it  make  a  decree  which  is  not  within  the  powers  granted,  it  is  void." 

The  difflcnlty  that  meets  connsel  in  this  case  is  that  his  client  has 
nothing  before  the  Department.  He  is  not  in  codrt  to  say  that  the 
Commissioner  had  no  jurisdiction,  or  that  he  rendered  a  decision  when 
he  had  no  power  to  do  so. 

Had  he  perfected  his  appeal  and  brought  his  case  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  Department,  he  would  have  had  a  ^< standing  in  court" 
from  which  he  could  have  questioned  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commis- 
sioner. The  party  who  askb  an  appellate  court  to  review  the  decision 
of  the  court  below  must  bring  his  case  into  the  appellate  court  by  some 
mode  known  to  the  law.  If  the  rule  prescribed  for  removing  cases  by 
error  or  appeal  is  not  observed,  the  appellate  court  does  not  acquire 
jurisdiction -of  the  case.  In  the  case  of  United  States  v.  Curry  (6  How., 
106),  it  was  said :  , 

The  power  to  hear  and  determine  a  case,  like  this,  is  conferred  upon  the  courts  by 
acts  of  Congress,  and  the  same  authority  which  gives  the  jurisdiction,  has  pointed 
out  the  manner  in  which  the  case  shall  be  brought  before  us,  ...  .  and  as  this 
appeal  has  not  been  prosecuted  in  the  manner  directed  within  the  time  limited  by 
the  act  of  Congress,  it  must  be  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction. 

The  right  of  appeal  from  the  General  Land  Office  to  this  Department 
is  conferred  by  acts  of  Congress,  and  the  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment under  those  acts,  having  the  force  and  effect  of  law,  '^  point  out 
the  manner  in  which  a  case  shall  be  brought  before  us''  as  certainly  as 
do  the  acts  of  Congress  point  out  the  manner  in  which  cases  may  be 
carried  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  court  in  the  judiciary  department  of 
the  government.  But  it  is  claimed  by  counsel  that  the  Department 
can  assume  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  because  he  claims,  the  Commis- 
sioner made  a  mistake  of  law  and  acted  beyond  iiis  authority. 

By  Rule  48,  Bules  of  Practice,  it  is  provided  that 

In  case  of  failure  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  their  decision 
will  be  considered  final  as  to  the  facts  in  the  case  and  will  be  disturbed  by  the  Com- 
missioner, only  as  foUows: 

2.  Where  the  decision  is  contrary  to  existing  laws  or  regulations, 

■ 

but  there  is  no  such  rule  applicable  to  decisions  of  your  office.  The 
reason  of  the  rule  quoted  does  not  exist  as  between  your  office  and  this 
Department,  and  sach  a  rule  would  be  unreasonable. 
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Docisions  of  the  Commissioner  not  appealed  from  within  the  period  prescribed 
become  final,  and  the  case  will  be  regularly  closed.  Circular  G.  L.  O.  (January  1, 
1889,  p.  54). 

In  a  brief  filed  February  24, 1891,  connsel  claim  that  the  case  '*is 
before  the  Secretary  upon  the  entire  record",  and  he  is  now  asking  in 
effect  to  have  the  case  passed  upon,  becaase  the  papers  are  in  the  files 
of  the  Department. 

Upon  his  application,  the  case  was  by  order  of  the  Department  re- 
turned to  your  office  for  a  hearing  in  the  light  of  new  facts — ^it  was  in 
effect  Kendall  asking  and  the  Department  granting  a  new  trial  upon 
newly  discovered  evidence.  The  case  could  not  properly  be  pending  in 
both  jurisdictions  at  the  same  time.  The  appeal  removed  it  from  your 
jurisdiction,  and  only  the  withdrawal  of  the  appeal  or  the  order  of  the 
Department  could  return  it.  Had  the  Department  sua  sponte  or  upon 
the  motion  or  suggestion  of  Hall  returned  the  case  to  your  office,  coun- 
sel for  Kendall  might  be  heard  to  complain  that  the  action  of  the  De- 
partment was  a  nullity,  or  that  it  was  erroneous,  or  that  his  client  was 
prejudiced  thereby,  but  the  action  having  been  taken  upon  his  sugges- 
tion and  motion,  he  is  estopped  from  saying  that  it  was  not  in  all  re- 
spects proper;  that  the  decision  upon  the  <^new  trial"  was  adverse  to 
him  does  not  change  the  case;  and  that  he  neglected  to  appeal  within 
the  time  prescribed,  is  his  own  fault.  He  insists  that  the  appeal  was 
not  dismissed  ^^by  4;he  Commissioner".  The  Commissioner  had  nothing 
to  do  with  an  appeal  pending  in  this  Department,  and  when  the  case 
was  sent  back  to  your  office,  the  appeal  which  brought  it  here,  having 
served  its  purpose,  became,  at  the  request  of  Kendall  and  by  the  action 
of  the  Department,  a  nullity. 

The  contention  that  you  exceeded  the  powers  granted  you,  is  un- 
tenable. You  certainly  had  ample  authority  to  render  the  decision  of 
May  27,  1889,  and  the  new  question  presented  as  of  July  10, 1890  was 
simply  what  was  or  what  was  not  a  valid  coal  entry.  Hall  had  filed  a 
coal  declaratory  statement  upon  four  forty  acre  tracts ;  the  year  within 
which  entry  and  payment  were  to  be  made  was  drawing  to  a  close ;  he 
desired  to  comply  with  the  law ;  the  local  officers  declined  to  allow 
entry  and  payment  for  the  two  tracts  involved  in  litigation,  but  al- 
lowed entry  for  the  remaining  two;  out  of  abundant  caution  Ffall 
entered  these ;  they  were  not  contiguous ;  the  question  before  you  was 
simply  whether  such  entry  was  legal,  and  you  held  very  properly  that 
it  was  not  Counsel  say  that  under  the  ruling  in  case  of  C.  P.  Master- 
son  (7  L.  D.,  577)  non-contiguous  tracts  of  coal  land  could  be  patented 
prior  to  said  decision,  and  that  the  rule  was  changed  by  said  opinion ; 
that  Hall's  entry  was  prior  to  the  decision,  and  therefore,  legal,  and 
that  your  judgment  being  therefore  erroneous  was  beyond  the  ^^  powers 
granted  "  and  void,  hence  his  right  to  have  the  case  heard  regardless 
of  the  time  appeal. 

Jieferring  to  the  case  of  Masterson  supra,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
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original  judgmeut  in  case  of  Masterson  (7  L.  D.,  172)  was  promulgated 
Aagast  10,  1888,  Id  which  it  was  decided  that  a  coal  entry  could  not 
be  made  for  non  contiguous  tracts,  and  this  ruling  was  in  force  when 
Hall  made  bis  entry  (Sept*  3, 1888)  and  the  decision  on  review  was 
not  promulgated  until  December  28  following,  so  your  office  did  not  err; 
but  were  it  otherwise,  it  would  simply  show  that  your  offif^e  committed 
an  error  in  judgment  to  reverse  which,  an  appeal  is  necessary.  The 
jurisdiction  of  your  office  and  the  powers  granted,  are  given  and  author- 
ized by  law,  and  do  not  depend  upon  the  correctness  of  your  judgment. 
When  the  case  was  returned  to  your  office,  yon  had  jurisdiction  over 
the  entire  case,  and  could  have  recalled  and  modified  your  decision  of 
May  27, 1889  or  reversed  it,  and  in  the  light  of  the  ^'  newly  discovered 
evidence'*'  rendered  the  judgment  de  novo^  upon  the  case  then  before 
yon.  That  yon  did  not  find  any  reason  for  doing  this  does  not  affect 
the  question  of  your  right  to  have  done  it. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  record  in  the  case^  and  I  find  no  reason 
for  making  this  case  an  exception  to  the  well  established  Rules  of 
Practice,  and  I  do  not  find  that  thi^  Department  has  any  jurisdiction 
of  the  case,  to  review  your  decision,  either  of  May  27,  1889  or  of  July 
101890,  unless  it  can,  and  should  be  done  under  Bule  114,  liules  of 
Practice,  which  reserves  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  "  the  exercise 
of  the  directory  and  supervisory  powers  conferred  upon  him  by  law." 

Notwithstanding  the  above  conclusion,  the  amount  involved  in  the 
case  and  the  earnestness  of  counsel  upon  both  sides  have  led  me  to 
review  all  the  testimony,  arguments,  and  other  papers  in  the  record, 
and  I  do  not  find  any  disregard  of  law  or  the  regulations,  nor  any  exer- 
cise of  authority  or  power  not  granted  your  office,  nor  any  injustice 
done  in  the  ease,  such  as  calls  for  the  exercise  of  the  supervisory 
powers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  appeal  of  Kendall  is  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  and  the 
papers  accompanying  your  letter  of  January  10,  1891  are  herewith 
returned  to  your  office  for  appropriate  action  under  your  decisions. 


RIGHT  OF  WAY— RAILROADS— ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1876. 

CIRCULAR.^ 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875, 
granting  to  railroads  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States : 

Be  it  enacted  fry  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniatives  of  the  U  niied  States  of  Amerio 
in  Congreee  assembled.  That  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lauds  of  the  United 
States  18  hereby  granted  to  any  railroad  company  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of 
any  State  or  Territory,  except  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  which  shall  have  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  a  copy  of  its 

*  Not  heretofore  reported. 
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articles  of  incorporation,  and  due  proofs  of  its  organization  under  the  same,  to  the 
extent  of  one  hnndred  feet  on  each  side  of  the  central  line  of  said  road;  also  the  right 
to  take,  from  the  pnhlic  lands  adjacent  to  the  line  of  said  road,  material,  earth,  stone, 
and  timber  necessary  for  the  construction  of  said  railroad ;  also  ground  adjacent  to 
such  right  of  way  for  station-buildings,  depots,  'machine  shops,  side-tracks,  turn- 
outs, and  water-stations,  not  to  exceed  in  amount  twenty  acres  for  each  station,  to 
the  extent  of  one  station  for  each  ten  miles  of  its  road. 

Sec.  2.  That  any  railroad  company  whose  right  of  way,  or  whose  track  or  road-bed 
upon  such  right  of  way,  passes  through  any  canyon,  pass,  or  defile,  shall  not  prevent 
any  other  railroad  company  from  the  use  and  occupancy  of  the  said  canyon,  paas,  or 
defile,  for  the  purposes  of  its  road,  in  common  with  the  road  first  located,  or  the 
crossing  of  other  railroads  at  gri^e.  And  the  location  of  such  right  of  way  through 
any  canyon,  pass,  or  defile  shall  not  cause  the  disuse  of  any  wagon  or  other  public 
highway  now  located  therein,  nor  preyent  the  location  through  the  same  of  any  such 
wagon  road  or  highway  where  such  road  or  highway  may  be  necessary  for  the  public 
accommodation ;  and  where  any  change  in  the  location  of  such  wagon  road  is  neces- 
sary to  permit  the  passage  of  such  railroad  through  any  canyon,  pass,  or  defile,  said 
railroad  company  shall  before  entering  upon  the  ground  occupied  by  such  wagon 
road,  cause  the  same  to  be  reconstructed  at  its  own  expense  in  the  most  favorable 
location,  and  in  as  perfect  a  manner  as  the  original  road :  Fravided,  That  such  ex- 
penses shall  be  equitably  divided  between  any  number  of  railroad  companies  occupy- 
ing and  using  the  same  canyon,  pass,  or  defile. 

Skc.  3.  That  the  legislature  of  the  proper  Territory  may  provide  for  the  manner  in 
which  private  lands  and  possessory  claims  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States 
may  be  condemned ;  and  where  such  provision  shall  not  have  been  made,  such  con- 
demnation may  be  made  in  accordance  with  section  three  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
[to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act]  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  tele- 
graph line  from  the  Missouri  Btver  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  Grovem- 
ment  the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  purposes,  approved  July  first, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two/'  approved  July  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
four. 

Sec.  4.  That  any  railroad  company  desiring  to  secure  the  benefits  of  this  act,  shall, 

within  twelve  months  after  the  location  of  any  section  of  twenty  miles  of  its  road,  if 
the  same  be  upou  surveyed  lands,  and,  if  upon  unsurveyed  lands,  within  twelve 
months  after  the  survey  thereof  by  the  United  States,  file  with  the  register  of  the 
land  office  for  the  district  where  such  land  is  located  a  profile  of  its  road;  and  upon 
approval  thereof  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  the  same  shall  be  noted  upon  the 
plats  in  said  office;  and  thereafter  all  such  lands  over  which  such  right  of  way  shall 
pass  shall  be  disposed  of  subject  to  such  right  of  way :  Provided^  That  if  any  section 
of  said  road  shall  not  be  completed  within  five  years  after  the  location  of  said  sec- 
tion, the  rights  herein  granted  shall  be  forfeited  as  to  any  such  uncompleted  section 
of  said  road. 

Sec.  5.  That  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  lands  within  the  limits  of  any  military, 
park,  or  Indian  reservation,  or  other  lands  specially  reserved  from  sale,  unless  such 
right  of  way  shall  be  provided  for  by  treaty  stipulation  or  by  act  of  Congress  hereto- 
fore passed. 

Sec.  6.  That  Congress  hereby  reserves  the  right  at  any  time  to  alter,  amend,  or 
repeal  this  act,  or  any  part  thereofl 

Approved  March  3,  ld75.    (18  Stat,  482.) 

The  regalations  ander  the  law  are  as  follows: 

I.  Any  railroad  company  desiring  to  obtain  the  benefits  of  the  law  is 
required  to  file — 

First.  A  copy  of  its  articles  of  incorporation,  duly  certified  to  by 
the  proper  officer  of  the  company,  under  its  corporate  seal. 
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Second.  A  copy  of  the  State  or  Territorial  law  under  which  the  com- 
pany was  org^anized  (when  organized  nnder  Siate  or  Territorial  law), 
with  certificate  of  the  governor  or  secretary  of  the  State  or  Territory 
that  the  same  is  the  existing  law. 

Third,  When  said  law  directs  that  the  articles  of  association,  or  other 
papers  connected  with  the  organization,  be  filed  with  any  State  or  Ter- 
ritorial officer,  the  certificate  of  snch  officer  that  the  same  have  been 
filed  according  to  law,  with  the  date  of  the  filing  thereof. 

No  forms  are  prescribed  for  the  above  portion  of  the  *<  dne  proofs  " 
required,  as  each  case  mnst  be  governed,  to  some  extent,  by  the  laws 
of  the  State  or  Territory.  Under  the  following  regulations  proper  forms 
will  be  found  herein. 

Fourth.  The  official  statemen t«  under  seal,  of  the  proper  officer,  that  the 
organization  has  been  completed ;  that  the  company  is  fully  authorized 
to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  road  according  to  the  existing 
law  of  the  State  or  Territory ;  and  that  the  copy  of  the  articles  filed  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  true  and  correct. 

Fifth.  A  true  list,  signed  by  the  president,  under  the  seal  of  the  com- 
pany, showing  the  names  and  designation  of  its  respective  officers  at 
the  date  of  the  presentation  of  the  proofs  at  the  Department. 

These  may  be  transmitted  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
or  through  this  office,  or  they  may  be  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land 
district  in  which  the  principal  terminus  of  the  road  is  to  be  located,  who 
will  forward  them  to  this  office. 

II.  Upon  the  location  of  any  section  of  the  line  of  route  of  its  road, 
not  exceeding  20  miles  in  length,  the  company  must  file  with  the  register 
of  the  land  district  in  which  such  section  of  the  road,  or  the  greater 
portion  thereof,  is  located,  a  map,  for  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  showing  the  termini  of  such  portion  of  the  road,  its  length, 
and  its  route  over  the  public  lands  according  to  the  public  surveys. 

The  map  must  be  filed  within  twelve  months  after  the  location  of  such 
portion  of  the  road,  if  located  upon  surveyed  lands,  and  if  upon  unsur- 
veyed  lands,  within  twelve  months  of  the  survey  thereof.   It  must  bear — 

First,  Affidavit  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  company  (or  person  employed  to  make 
the  snryey,  if  the  company  has  no  chief  engineer),  setting  forth  that  the  survey  of 

route  of  the  company's  road  from to ,  a  distance  of miles  (giving 

termini  and  distance),  was  made  by  him  (or  under  his  direction)  as  chief  engineer  of 
the  company  (or  as  surveyor  employed  for  the  purpose,  if  snch  be  the  case),  under 
authority  of  the  company,  on  or  between  certain  dates  (giving  the  same),  and  that 
such  survey  is  accurately  represented  on  the  map.  If  the  affidavit  is  made  by  the 
chief  engineer  of  the  company,  it  must  be  signed  by  him  officially. 

Second.  Official  certificate  of  the  president  of  the  company,  attested  by  its  secretary 
under  its  corporate  seal,  regarding  the  person  signing  the  affidavit,  either  as  to  his 
being  the  chief  engineer  of  the  company  or  as  to  his  employment  by  the  company  for 
the  purpose  of  making  suoh  survey ;  that  the  survey  was  made  under  authority  of  the 
company ;  that  the  line  of  route  so  surveyed  and  represented  by  the  map  was  adopted 
by  the  company,  by  resolution  of  its  board  of  directors  of  a  certain  date  (giving  the 
date),  as  the  definite  location  of  the  line  of  rou;te  of  the  company's  road  from  ^-^— 
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to ,  a  distance  of miles  (giving  termini  and  dibltince),  and  that  the  map 

baa  been  prepared  to  be  filed  for  the  approval  of  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior,  in  or- 
der tbat  the  company  may  obtain  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March 
3,  1875,  entitled  * '  An  act  granting  to  railroads  the  right  of  way  through  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States." 

III.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  requirements  of  the  law  regarding 
the  filing  of  the  proper  papers  and  maps  are  conditions  precedent  to  the 
obtainment  of  the  right  to  construct  a  railroad  over  the  public  lands,  or 
to  take  therefrom  material,  earth,  stone,  and  timber  for  its  construction, 
or  to  occupy  them  for  station  or  other  purposes.  It  is  therefore  imper- 
ative that  proper  steps,  as  pointed  out  in  this  circular,  should  be  taken 
by  a  company,  and  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  ob- 
tained, prior  to  the  construction  of  any  part  of  its  road  or  its  occupancy 
of  the  public  lands  in  any  manner. 

lY.  Should  the  company  desire  to  construct  its  road  over  lands  prior 
to  their  survey,  it  may  file,  in  manner  as  heretofore  indicated,  a  map  of 
its  surveyed  route,  without  waiting  until  the  lands  are  surveyed,  and, 
upon  approval  thereof,  may  proceed  with  construction,  but,  immediately 
on  the  survey  of  the  lands  over  which  the  road  passes,  the  company 
must  also  file  a  map  showing  the  line  of  route  of  its  road  over  such 
lands,  in  order  that  the  proper  notes  and  records  for  the  protection  of 
its  rights  may  be  made. 

y.  Upon  construction  of  any  section  of  the  line  of  its  road  the  com- 
pany must  file  with  the  register  of  the  proper  land  district,  for  trans- 
mission to  this  office,  a  map  of  such  constructed  portion  of  road,  bear- 
ing— 

First,  Affidavit  of  the  chief  engineer  or  person  under  whose  sapervision  the  portion 
of  the  road  was  constructed,  that  its  construction  was  commenced  on and  fin- 
ished on (giving  dates) ;  that  the  line  of  constructed  road  is  accurately  repre- 
sented upon  the  map,  and  that  it  conforms  to  the  line  of  located  route  which  received 
the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  — —  (giving  date). 

Second.  Certifi  cate  of  the  president  of  the  company,  attested  by  the  secretary  under 
the  corporate  seal,  that  tbe  portion  of  the  road  indicated  by  tbe  map  was  aotualiy 
constructed  at  the  time  as  sworn  to  by  the  chief  engineer  of  the  company  (or  person 
making  the  affidavit),  and  on  the  exact  route  shown  on  the  map ;  that  in  its  con- 
struction the  road  does  not  deviate  from  the  line  of  route  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  and  that  the  company  has  in  all  respects  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  granting  right  of  way  throngh  the  public  lands. 

Any  variation  within  the  limits  of  100  feet  from  the  central  line  of  the 
road  as  located  will  not  be  considered  a  deviation  from  such  line,  but 
where,  upon  construction,  it  is  found  necessary  to  transgress  the  limits 
within  which  the  company  has  right  of  way,  the  company  must  at  once 
file  proper  map  of  amended  route  for  approval. 

Vl.  If  the  company  desires  to  avail  itself  of  the  provisions  of  the  law 
which  grant  the  use  of  *^  ground  adjacent  to  the  right  of  way  for  station 
buildings,  depots,  machine-shops,  side-tracks,  turn-outs,  and  water  sta- 
tions, not  to  exceed  in  amount  twenty  acres  for  each  station,  to  the 
extent  of  one  station  for  each  ten  miles  of  its  road,"  it  must  file  for 
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approval,  in  each  separate  ioAtance^  a  plat  showing,  in  coDDection  with 
the  pablic  surveys,  the  surveyed  limits  and  area  of  the  groands  desired. 
Such  plat  most  bear — 

First.  Affidavit  of  the  chief  engineer  or  surveyor  by  whom  or  nnder  whose  Buper- 
viaion  the  survey  was  made,  to  the  effect  that  the  plat  aocarately  represents  the  sur- 
veyed limits  and  area  of  the  grounds  required  by  the  company  for  station  or  other 

purposes,  under  the  law  (stating  (he  purposes),  in (giving  section,  township, 

range,  and  State  or  Territory) ;  that  the  company  has  occupied  no  other  grounds  for 
station  or  other  similar  purposes  upon  public  lands  within  the  section  of  10  miles  for 
which  this  selection  is  made,  and  that,  in  his  belief,  the  grounds  so  represented  are 
actually  and  to  their  entire  extent  required  by  the  company  for  the  necessary  uses 
contemplated  by  law. 

Second,  Certificate  of  the  president  of  the  company,  attested  by  the  secretary  under 
the  corporate  seal,  that  the  survey  of  the  tract  represented  on  the  plat  was  made 
under  authority  and  by  direction  of  the  company  by  or  under  supervision  of  its  chief 
engineer  (or  person  making  the  survey),  whose  affidavit  is  attached ;  that  such  sur- 
vey aocurately  represents  the  grounds  actually  and  to  their  entire  extent  required 

by  the  company  for  station  (or  other)  purpose  in (giving  section,  township, 

range,  State  or  Territory),  allowed  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3,  1875,  granting  to  railroads  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands ;  that 
the  company  has  no  station  or  other  grounds  upon  public  lands  within  the  section  of 
10  miles  for  which  this  selection  is  made :  and  that  the  company,  by  resolution  of  its 
board  of  directors  of  a  certain  date  (giving  the  date),  directed  the  proper  officers  to 
present  the  plat  for  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  order  that  the 
company  may  obtain  the  use  of  the  grounds  under  the  law  above  referred  to. 

The  right  of  a  railroad  company  does  not  attach  nntil  its  map  or  maps 
of  definite  location  have  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
and  a  copy  transmitted  to  the  district  land  office  within  which  the  line 
of  road  is  situated. 

When  maps  of  a  line  of  any  road  have  been  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  a  copy  of  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  lands 
within  the  boundaries  of  a  given  district  will  be  transmitted  to  the 
register  and  receiver. 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  such  copy,  if  the  same  represents  sur- 
veyed lands,  the  local  officers  will  mark  upon  the  township  plats  the 
line  of  route  of  the  road  as  laid  down  on  the  map.  They  will  also  note,  in 
l)encil,  on  the  tract- books  opposite  each  tract  of  public  land  cut  by  said 
line,  that  the  same  is  to  be  disposed  of  subject  to  the  right  of  way  for 
the  roadf  giving  its  name.  Thereafter  in  disposing  of  any  tract  cut  by 
the  line  of  route,  the  claim  to  which  shall  have  been  initiated  subse- 
quent to  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  the  approved  map,  the  register  and 
receiver  will  note,  in  red  ink,  across  the  face  of  the  certificate  Issued 
upon  any  entry  made,  that  the  same  is  allowed  subject  to  the  right  of 
way  of  the  road,  giving  its  name,  and  refer  to  the  letter  from  this 
office  transmitting  the  map  by  its  initial  and  date. 

When  there  is  received  from  this  office  a  copy  of  an  approved  plat  of 
grounds  selected  by  a  company,  under  the  act  in  question,  for  station 
purposes,  etc.,  they  will  mark  the  proper  township  plat  accordingly, 
make  the  necessary  notes  on  the  tract-books,  and  in  disposing  of  the 
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tracts  which  may  iuclade  the  groands  bo  selected  the  officers  will  note 
on  the  certificate  of  entry,  in  addition  to  the  note  concerning  the  right 
of  way,  the  entry  is  permitted  subject  to  the  nse  and  occnpfttion  of 
the  company  (naming  it)  for  station  purposes,  etc. 

When  copies  of  approved  maps  or  plats  are  sent,  showing  lines  of 
rente  through  unsurveyed  lands,  they  will  be  placed  on  file,  awaiting 
further  compliance  with  the  law  and  instructio'us  by  the  companies 
after  survey  of  the  lands. 

The  act  of  March,  3,  1875,  is  not  in  the  nature  of  a  grant  of  lands ; 
it  does  not  convey  an  estate  in  fee,  either  in  the  ^^  right  of  way "  or 
the  grounds  selected  for  depot  purposes.  It  is  a  right  of  use  only, 
the  title  still  remaining  in  the  United  States. 

Each  tract  selected  for  station  purposes  under  the  act  must  repre- 
sent its  particular  section  of  10  miles,  and  can  not  be  selected  in  any 
other  section  of  10  miles.  That  is,  witbin  the  first  10  miles  a  tract  may 
be  selected  at  any  point  within  said  section,  and  for  the  next  10  miles 
another  tract  may  be  selected  within  the  limits  of  that  section  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  first;  and  other  tracts  may  in  like  manner  be 
selected  for  each  additional  section  of  10  miles  to  represent  said  sec- 
tion in  its  particular  locality.  All  selections  for  station  purposes  are 
now  adjusted  in  conformity  to  the  above  ruling,  as  shown  by  Forms 
VII  and  VIIL 

All  persons  settling  on  public  lands  to  which  a  railroad  right  of  way 
has  attached,  take  the  same  subject  to  such  right  of  way  and  must  pay 
for  the  full  area  of  the  subdivision  entered,  there  being  no  authority  to 
make  deductions  in  such  cases. 

If  a  settler  has  a  valid  claim  to  land  existing  at  the  date  of  the  ap- 
proval of  the  map  of  definite  location  of  a  railroad  company,  his  right 
is  superior,  and  he  is  entitled  to  such  reasonable  measure  of  damages 
for  "  right  of  way,''  etc.,  as  may  be  determined  upon  by  agreement,  or 
in  the  courts,  the  question  being  one  that  does  not  fall  within  the  juris- 
diction of  this  office. 

Registers  at  the  various  land  offices  are  directed  to  require  that  such 
papers  and  maps  herein  referred  to  as  may  be  filed  with  them  for  trans- 
mission to  this  office  shall  conform  to  these  regulations.  Where  differ- 
ences of  opinion  may  arise  between  themselves  and  the  persons  filing 
papers  respecting  the  proper  construction  of  these  requirements,  the 
papers  may  be  transmitted  with  letter  stating  the  differing  opinions. 

They  are  also  instructed,  in  any  case  where  information  is  received 
by  them  of  the  construction  of  railroads  within  their  districts,  of  the 
rights  of  which  they  have  no  official  knowledge,  to  promptly  advise  this 
office  of  the  fact  in  order  that  proper  information  or  directions  in  the 
matter  may  be  given  them. 

All  maps  presented  for  approval  should  be  drawn  on  tracing  linen, 
the  scale  not  less  than  2,000  feet  to  the  inch,  and  should  be  filed  in  du- 
plicate. 
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The  attention  of  companies  seeking  the  benefits  of  this  act  should  be 
specially  directed  to  this  saggestion,  as  serious  delays  and  embarrass- 
ments are  often  incurred  through  the  inability  of  this  office,  owing  to 
its  limited  clerical  force,  to  prepare  the  necessary  copies  for  transmission 

to  the  district  offices. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  M.  Stooeslageb, 

Acting  CammisHoner. 

Depabtmbnt  of  the  Interior, 

January  13, 1888. 

Approved, 

H.  L.  MULDROW, 

Acting  Secretary. 


BIGHT  OF  WAY-CANALS— RESERVOIRS-ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1891. 

circular. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  17,  1891. 
Registers  and  Beeeivers  United  States  Land  Offices, 

Sirs  :  The  following  instructions  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.,  1095),  entitled  ''an  act  to  repeal  timber  culture 
laws,  and  for  other  purposes,"  are  forwarded  for  your  guidance : 

The  eighteenth  section  of  said  act  provides  that  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  and  reservations  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  granted  to  any  canal,  or  ditch  company,  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  irrigation,  and  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of  any  State  or  Terri- 
tory, which  has  filed,  or  may  hereafter  file,  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  a  copy  of  its  articles  of  incorporation,  and  due  proofs  of  its 
organization  under  the  same,  to  the  extent  of  the  ground  occupied  by 
the  water  of  the  reservoir,  and  of  the  canal  and  its  laterals,  and  fifty 
feet  on  each  side  of  the  marginal  limits  thereof;  also  the  right  to  take 
from  the  public  lands  adjacent  to  the  line  of  the  canal,  or  ditch,  ma- 
terial, earth  and  stone  necessary  for  the  construction  of  such  canal,  or 
ditch.  The  right  of  way  must  not  interfere  with  the  proper  occupation 
by  the  government  of  any  reservation,  and  ail  maps  of  location  roust 
be  subject  to  the  approval  of  this  Department,  and  of  the  Department 
having  charge  of  any  reservation  in  which  the  right  of  way  is  pro- 
posed to  be  located. 

The  ninteenth  section  is  drawn  in  the  same  general  terms  of  section 
4,  of  the  right  of  way  act  for  railroads,  approved  March  3,  1875  (18 
Stat,  482),  and  directs  that  any  canal,  or  ditch  company  desiring  to 
secure  the  benefits  of  this  act  shall,  within  twelve  months  after  the  loca- 
tion of  ten  miles  of  its  canal,  if  the  same  be  upon  surveyed  lands,  and 
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if  upon  ansurveyed  lands,  within  twelve  months  after  the  survey  thereof 
by  the  United  States,  file  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  dis- 
trict where  such  land  is  located  a  map  of  its  canal,  or  ditch,  and  reser- 
voir; and,  upon  the  approval  thereof  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
the  same  shall  be  noted  upon  the  plats  in  said  office,  and  thereafter  all 
such  lands  over  which  such  right  of  way  shall  pass  shall  be  disposed 
of  subject  to  such  right  of  way.  The  section  further  provides  that 
whenever  any  person,  or  corporation,  in  the  construction  of  any  canal, 
ditch,  or  reservoir,  injures  or  damages  the  possession  of  any  settler  on 
the  public  domain,  the  party  committing  such  injury  or  damage  shall 
be  liable  to  the  party  injured  for  such  injury,  or  damage. 

Under  this  section  all  maps,  or  plats,  showing  the  location  of  canals, 
ditches,  or  reservoirs,  must  first  be  filed  in  the  proper  local  land  offices. 
The  register  will  note  in  red  ink  on  the  map  or  plat  over  his  official  sig- 
nature the  date  of  such  filing  in  his  office,  and  then  promptly  transmit 
the  same  to  this  office  for  appropriate  action.  It  is  imx)eratively  neces- 
sary that  all  maps  or  plats  submitted  under  this  section  should  be  tiled 
in  duplicate. 

The  twentieth  section  directs  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
apply  to  all  canals,  ditches,  or  reservoirs,  heretofore,  or  hereafter  con- 
structed, whether  constructed  by  oorpo  rations,  individuals,  or  associa- 
tion of  individuals,  on  the  filing  of  the  certificates  and  maps  herein 
provided  for.  If  such  ditch,  canal,  or  reservoir,  has  been,  or  shall  be 
constructed  by  an  individual,  or  association  of  individuals,  it  shall  be 
sufficient  for  such  individual,  or  association  of  individuals,  to  file  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  with  the  register  of  the  land  office 
where  said  land  is  located,  a  map  of  the  line  of  such  canal,  ditch,  or 
reservoir,  as  in  case  of  a  corporation,  with  the  name  of  the  individual 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  together  with  the  articles  of  association,  if 
any  there  be.  Plats  heretofore  filed  shall  have  the  benefits  of  this  act 
from  the'  date  of  their  filing,  as  though  filed  under  it.  Forfeiture  is 
declared  if  any  section  of  said  canal,  or  ditch,  shall  not  be  completed 
within  five  years  after  the  location  of  said  section,  to  the  extent  that 
the  same  is  not  completed  at  the  date  of  the  forfeiture. 

By  the  provisions  of  this  section  it  is  obligatory  upon  all  corporations, 
individuals,  or  association  of  individuals,  owning,  controlling,  or  oper- 
ating canals,  ditches,  or  reservoirs,  whether  the  same  have  been  con- 
structed, or  are  to  be  hereafter  constructed,  in  order  to  be  admitted  to 
enjoy  the  benefits  provided  for  in  this  statute,  to  tile  the  necessary 
pai)ers  and  maps  entitling  them  to  recognition  under  this  act ;  and  you 
are  directed  to  give  notice  to  all  such  corporations  that  may  be  found 
within  your  district  that  the  conditions  precedent  to  obtaining  rights 
of  way  over  the  public  lands,  as  enumerated  by  the  statute,  must  be 
fully  complied  with  before  any  easement  can  be  secured. 

The  twenty-first  section  declares  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  an- 
thoiize  such  canal,  or  ditch  company,  to  occupy  such  right  of  way  except 
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for  the  purpose  of  »aid  canal,  or  ditch,  and  then  only  so  far  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  construction,  maintenance  and  care  of  said  canal,  or 
ditch. 

So  far  as  relates  to  sections  18, 19,  20  and  21,  the  dnties  of  register 
and  receiver  under  the  law  are  identical  with  those  prescribed  by  cir- 
cular approved  January  13, 1888,  (12  L.  D.,  423)  containing  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  railroads  claiming  right  of  way  over  the  public 
lands  under  act  of  March  3,  1875,  and  you  are  directed  to  proceed  in 
accordance  therewith. 
Respectfully, 

W.  M.  Stone, 

Acting  Commissioner, 
Approved. 

Geo.  Chandler, 

Acting  Secretary. 


KEPATMENT-TIMBEB  LAND  ENTBY. 

Joseph  Hobabt. 

In  the  absence  of  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the  entryman,  repayment  may  be  allowed 
where  a  timber  land  entry  is  held  for  cancellation  on  the  ground  that  the  land 
is  not  of  the  character  subject  to  such  appropriation,  and  the  entryman  thereupon 
files  a  relinquishment  and  applies  for  return  of  the  purchase  money. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  April 

29,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  arising  upon  the  appeal  of  Joseph  Hobart 
from  your  office  decision  of  January  ^,  1890,  rejecting  his  application 
for  repa  V  ment  of  the  purchase  money  paid  upon  timber  land  entry  No. 
1536  foi  lot  1,  the  SJ,  of  the  N WJ,  and  the  SWJ  of  the  NEJ,  of  Sec.  22, 
T.  4  N.^  R.  22  W.,  Los  Angeles  land  district,  Oalifornia. 

Your  rejection  of  the  application  is  based  on  the  grounds  that  the 
preliminary  affidavit  requires  that  the  condition  of  the  land  must  be 
set  forth,  and  implies  a  personal  knowledge  thereof  on  the  part  of  the 
entryman ;  that  ^^  at  the  date  of  said  entry  the  claimant  never  saw  the 
land  covered  thereby,"  and  yet  ^^  he  swore  that  said  land  is  unfit  for 
cultivation  and  valuable  for  its  timber  f  and  the  case  is  ruled  upon 
that  of  Falk  Steinhardt  (7  L.  D.,  10). 

Hobart,  in  his  appeal,  states  that  your  decision  is  in  error  in  stating 
that  he  never  saw  the  laud;  that  in  fact  he  had  lived  for  many  years  in 
its  immediate  vicinity  and  had  seen  it  many  times;  that  he  has  not 
changed  his  opinion  that  the  land  is  unfit  for  cultivation,  but  is  essen- 
tially timber  and  stone  land;  and  that  he  relinquished  because  it  had 
been  held  for  cancellation  on  the  report  of  a  special  agent  of  your  office, 
and  he  was  not  able  to  bear  the  expense  of  a  tedious  and  costly  litiga- 
tion. 
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The  preceding  statement  is  in  part  corroborated  by  the  report  of  the 
special  agent,  who  says  'Hhe  claimant  was  acquainted  with  the  char- 
acter of  the  timber  and  the  land  on  which  it  stood." 

Bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the  entryman  is  not  shown.  The  special 
agent's  report  as  to  the  character  of  the  land  says: 

Mountainous ;  surface  quite  broken  ;  is  partly  covered  with  live  oak  tree«  and  wal- 
nut bushes;  timber  is  only  useful  for  firewood,  and  on  account  of  its  location  not  of 
much  value ;  no  stone  of  any  value  on  the  land.  Soil  is  generally  good,  and  covered 
with  dry  grass  and  has  the  appearance  of  being  good  for  pasturage.  What  little  level 
land  there  is  might  be  cultivated.  Was  Informed  by  parties  living  in  the  neighbor- 
hood it  could  be  made  valuable  for  fruit  raising  and  other  agricultural  purposes. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  how  Hobart  might  consider  such  a 
tract,  apparently  of  little  value  for  any  purpose,  worth  more  for  its  tim- 
ber  than  for  agricultural  purposes^  and  enter  it  under  the  timber  land 
law  accordingly. 

When  the  agent  of  your  office  reported  that  the  tract  was  not  timber 
land,  and  that  its  entry  as  such  had  been  erroneously  allowed,  and  when 
your  office,by  letter  of  November  7,1889,held  the  same  for  canoellatiou, 
the  entryman,  rather  than  incur  the  expense  of  litigation,  pursued  the 
course  prescribed  in  section  2  of  the  act  of  June  16, 1880  (21  Stat.,  287), 
and  in  General  Circular  of  your  office  dated  January  1, 1889,  (p.  68),  re- 
linquishing his  entry  and  applying  for  repayment. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  16, 1880,  says: 

In  all  cases  ....  where,  from  any  causo,  the  entry  has  been  erroneously 
allowed,  and  can  not  be  confirmed,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  cause  to  be 
repaid  to  the  person  who  made  such  entry,  or  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  the  fees  and 
commissions,  amount  of  purchase  money,  and  excesses  paid  upon  the  same,  upon  the 
surrender  of  a  duplicate  receipt  and  tlie  execution  of  a  proper  relinquiahmeut  of 
all  claim  to  said  land. 

The  General  Circular  of  January  1, 1889,  requires : 

In  all  oases  of  application  for  the  repayment  of  fees,  commissions,  etc.,  on  canceled 
homestead  and  other  entries  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  (of  June  16,  1880), 
the  duplicate  receipt  must  be  surrendered,  with  a  relinquishment  of  all  right,  title 
and  claim  in  and  to  the  land  described  in  the  receipt  endorsed  thereon,  etc. 

In  the  case  of  £.  L.  Choate  (8  L.  D.,  162),  the  proof  was  suspended 
by  your  office  as  unsatisfactory,  and  he  was  called  on  to  make  new 
proof  showing  that  he  had  for  a  period  of  six  months  maintained  an 
actual,  bona  fide,  continuous  residence  on  the  tract.  Before  being  called 
upon  for  such  further  proof,  however,  Choate  had  found  employment  as 
a  locomotive  engineer ;  and  to  return  and  reside  upon  the  tract  (if,  in- 
deed, your  decision  could  have  been  interpreted  as  permitting  him  to 
do  so,)  would  have  involved  the  forfeiture  of  his  position  on  the  rail- 
road, and  great  pecuniary  loss.  The  Department  held  that  he  was  en- 
titled to  a  return  of  his  fees,  commissions,  and  purchase  money. 

The  above  ruling  was  followed  in  the  case  of  J.  H.  Thompson  (10  L. 
D.,  34),  and  others  not  reported. 

The  equities  in  the  case  at  bar  are  even  stronger  than  in  the  cases  of 
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Ghoate  aud  Thompson  (above  cited);  iu  those  cases  repayment  was 
ordered  merely  because  to  make  the  new  proof  demanded  by  your  of- 
fice would  involve  great  inconvenience  and  loss.  In  this  case  no  op- 
portunity is  afforded  the  entryman  to  save  his  entry  by  making  new 
proof. 

In  my  opinion  the  repayment  requested  by  Hobart  should  be  allowed. 

Your  decision  of  January  30, 1890,  rejecting  his  application,  is  there- 
fore reversed. 


SITRVEY— MEANDERED  LAKE. 

James  Popple  et  al. 

A  survey  may  be  allowed  of  land  formerly  covered  by  the  waters  of  a  shallow  mean- 
dered lake,  that  is  subsequently  drained  by  artificial  means,  and  thus  rendered 
valuable  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oenei'al  Land  Office^ 

April  29, 1891. 

In  October,  1889,  James  Popple,  Charles  A.  Desplaine,  Andrew  J. 
Finney,  George  W.  Finney,  Zachariah  Finney,  Henry  Mitchell,  and 
George  Popple,  severally,  made  their  applications  to  the  surveyor-gen- 
eral of  Washington  Territory  for  a  survey  of  those  parcels  of  land  fall- 
ing within  the  meandered  lines  of  Crab  Lake,  being  situated  in  what 
would  be  the  general  subdivisions  of  sections  7, 8, 9, 10,  It,  and  18,  in 
township  22  north,  range  30  east,  and  sections  12  and  13  in  same  town- 
ship and  range  29  west,  Olympia  land  district,  Washington  Territory. 

The  several  applicants  make  affidavit  that  about  the  mouth  of  March, 
1884,  G-eorge  Popple  and  others  commenced  the  work  of  draining  and 
reclaiming  said  lake,  and  by  the  expenditure  of  great  labor  and  large 
saam  of  money  they  have  reclaimed  a  large  part  of  the  same,  so  that 
the  lands  formerly  covered  by  the  waters  thereof  are  now  in  a  condition 
to  improve  and  cultivate ;  that  they  ha^e  constructed  a  ditch  from  two 
and  a  quarter  to  two  and  a  half  miles  in  length ;  that  the  ditch  is  ten 
feet  wide  at  the  bottom  and  from  two  to  nine  feet  in  depth ;  that  the 
land  is  now  valuable  for  meadow  purposes,  and  that  large  parts  thereof 
have  been  sown  to  tame  grass,  and  a  large  part  is  also  prepared  for 
sowing  to  tame  grass  in  the  fall;  that  large  amounts  of  hay  have  been 
cut  from  said  lands ;  that  prior  to  the  reclamation  thereof  they  were 
worthless;  that  since  their  reclamation  they  are  of  exceeding  great 
value  for  meadow  purposes ;  that  portions  thereof  have  been  fenced, 
and  that  the  several  applications  for  the  survey  of  the  same  are  made 
with  the  intention  of  entering  the  same  under  the  public  land  laws. 

Under  date  of  October  25, 1889,  the  surveyor-general  transmitted  to 
your  office  these  several  applications,  with  his  recommendation  that  the 
survey  be  made. 

JBy  your  office  letter  of  November  13, 1889,  you  refuse  to  order  the  sur- 
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vey  of  the  lands,  as  being  contrary  to  the  present  departmental  practice. 

All  of  said  applicants  file  their  separate  appeals  from  the  action  of 
yonr  office  refusing  to  order  the  survey  applied  for. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  official  plats  of  Grab  Lake,  I  find  the 
lake  to  be  about  five  miles  long  and  extending  nearly  due  east  and  west 
It  has  an  average  breadth  of  about  one  half  mile. 

The  public  survey  of  the  adjacent  lauds,  both  on  the  north  and  sooth, 
extends  up  to  the  lake;  and  subdivisions  are  thus  made  in  some  in- 
stances of  less  than  forty  acres  and  in  others  of  more  than  that  quan- 
tity. These  subdivisions,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  are  marked  '^  lots  1, 
2,  and  3,"  etc.  They  are  covered  in  most  cases  by  filings  and  timber- 
culture  entries,  except  where  they  fall  ip  an  odd  section  and  those  are 
claimed  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 

You  reject  the  applications  for  the  survey  of  the  land  formerly  covered 
by  the  lake,  on  the  authority  of  the  departmental  decision  in  the  case  of 
G.  W.  Holland  (6  L.  D.,  20),  and  a  reversal  of  your  decision  is  sought 
on  the  authority  of  the  case  of  Peter  Meyer  (6  L.  D.,  639). 

In  the  Holland  case  the  application  was  rejected  for  the  survey  of 
the  bed  of  a  dried  up  lake,  because  as  there  said, 

since  1877  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Department  to  refnso  to  sarvey  the  beds  of 
meandered  lakes  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  for  1877. 

In  the  Peter  Meyer  case  the  application  for  the  survey  was  made  for 
lands  lying  within  the  meandered  lines  of  Sylvan  Lake,  Washington 
Territory.  Meyer,  the  applicant,  began  to  work  to  drain  the  swamp  in 
the  fall  of  1876,  and  dug  a  ditch,  twelve  feet  wide,  four  to  eight  feet 
deep,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  rods  long.  He  made  his  application 
to  survey  the  land  December  29, 1884.  This  was  refused  by  your  office, 
and  on  appeal  the  Department  held  that  the  application  for  survey 
should  be  allowed,  for  the  reason  that  the  applicant  went  on  the  land 
(in  1876),  under  the  then  existing  provisions  of  the  circular  of  July  13, 
1874,  and  expended  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  reclaimed  and  made 
valuable  the  land  that  was  before  of  no  value. 

This  circular  of  1874  (1  G.  L.  O.,  69),  held  that  the  beds  of  lakes  (not 
navigable),  sloughs  and  ponds,  which  had  been  meandered  in  the  pub- 
lic surveys,  were  the  property  of  the  United  States  and  as  such  were 
subject  to  survey  and  sale  under  the  general  laws  regulating  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  domain  ^  and  the  principal  reason  for  allowing 
Meyer's  application  for  the  survey  was  because  he  had  gone  on  the  land 
in  good  faith  and  reclaimed  it  in  pursuance  of  the  circular  of  1874, 
and  before  the  report  of  Commissioner  Williamson  was  made  (November 
1, 1877),  in  which  report  the  Commissioner  stated  that  it  had  been  deter- 
mined that  such  surveys  should  not  further  be  authorised.  It  is  seen 
f^om  this  that  the  Meyer  case,  cited  by  appellants,  is  not  an  authority 
for  granting  the  survey  of  such  lands.    Nor  does  it  appear  thi^t  it  was 
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inteuded  in  tbat  decision  to  direct  a  change  in  the  order  made  by  your 
office  in  1877,  diBcou tinning  the  survey  of  such  lands. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  Commissioner  Williamson  in  his  report  of 
1877  discontinuing  the  then  existing  practice  of  surveying 

beds  of  lakes  (not  navigable),  slonghs  and  ponds  over  which  the  lines  of  the  pablic 
soryeys  were  not  extended  at  date  of  the  original  survey,  bat  which  from  the  pres- 
ence of  water  at  the  date  of  snch  survey  were  meandered, 

and  which  have  become  dry  land  sufficiently  for  agricultural  purposes 
by  evaporation  or  from  other  causes,  were :  1.  That  there  is  no  specific 
enactment  which  authorizes  such  surveys.  2.  There  is  grave  doubt 
whether  the  United  States  has  any  claim  to  such  dried  up  lake  bedS| 
and  whether  they  do  not  come  under  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
respectively,  within  the  limits  of  which  they  are  situated. 

The  sole  inquiry,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  determination  of  the  ques- 
tion: To  whom  do  such  lands  belong.  If  to  the  United  States,  then 
the  i>ower  already  exists  for  their  survey  and  disposal,  and  no  specific 
legislation  is  needed. 

The  title  to  the  land  under  water  and  to  the  shore  below  ordinary 
high  water  mark  in  navigable  rivers  and  arms  of  the  sea  was  by  the 
common  law  vested  in  the  sovereign  for  the  public  use  and  benefit. 
Barney  v.  Keokuk,  94  U.  S.,  324. 

Section  9  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  May  18, 1796  (1  Stat, 
461),  provides  that 

All  navigable  rivers shall  be  deemed  to  be  and  remain  public  high- 
ways; and  that  in  all  cases  where  the  opposite  banks  of  any  stream  not  navigable 
shall  belong  to  different  persons,  the.streani  and  the  bod  thereof  shall  become  com- 
mon to  both. 

The  great  lakes  and  other  navigable  waters  of  the  country,  above  as 
well  as  below  the  flow  of  the  tide,  are,  in  the  strictest  sense,  entitled  to 
the  denomination  of  navigable  waters.  They  properly  belong  to  the 
States  by  theil*  inherent  sovereignty,  and  the  United  States  has  wisely 
abstained  from  extending  (if  it  could  extend)  its  survey  and  grants 
beyond  the  limits  of  high  water.    The  Genessee  Chief,  12  How.,  443. 

In  the  case  of  streams  not  navigable,  the  common  law  rules  of  ripa- 
rian ownership  were  incorporated  into  the  act  of  1796  («tfpra),  which 
provides  that  in  all  cases  where  the  opi>osite  banks  of  any  such  stream 
shall  belong  to  different  persons,  the  stream  and  the  bed  thereof  shall 
become  common  to  both.  (See  also  Kailroad  Company  v.  Schurmeir,  7 
Wall.,  272  'j  Frank  Chapman,  6  L.  D.,  583).  But  this  rule  of  riparian 
ownership  does  not  apply  to  non  navigable  lakes  and  ponds. 

In  the  case  of  the  State  of  Indiana  v.  Milk,  11th  Federal  Eeporter, 
page  595,  Judge  Gre^sham  says : 

Non-navigable  streams  are  usually  narrow,  and  the  linos  of  riparian  owners  can  be 
extended  into  tbem  at  rigbt  angles,  without  interference  or  confusion,  and  without 
Derions  injustice  to  any  one.  It  was  therefore  natural,  when  such  streams  were 
called  for  as  boundaries,  to  hold  that  the  real  line  between  opposite  shore  owners 
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was  the  thread  of  the  current.  The  rights  of  the  riparian  proprietor  in  the  bed  of 
the  stream  and  the  stream  itself  were  thus  clearly  defined.  Bat  when  the  rnle  is 
attempted  to  be  applied  to  lakes  and  ponds  practical  difficulties  are  encoun^iered. 
They  have  no  current,  and  being  more  or  less  circular,  it  would  hardly  be  possi- 
ble to  run  the  boundary  lines  beyond  the  water's  edge,  so  as  to  define  the  rights 

of  the  shore  owners  in  the  beds I  do  not  think  the  mere  proprietorship  of  the 

surrounding  lands  will  in  all  cases  give  ownership  to  the  beds  of  natural  non-navi- 
gable lakes  and  ponds,  regardless  of  their  size.  It  would  be  unfair  and  nojust  to 
allow  a  party  to  claim  and  hold  against  his  grantor  the  bed  of  a  lake  containing 
thousands  of  acres  solely  on  the  ground  that  he  bad  bought  and  paid  for  the  small 
surrounding  fractional  tracts — the  mere  rim. 

While  a  general  grant  of  land  on  a  river  or  stream  non-navigable 
extends  the  line  of  the  grantee  to  the  middle  or  thread  of  the  stream,  a 
grant  to  a  natural  pond  or  lake  extends  only  to  the  water's  edge.  Canal 
Commissioners  v.  The  People  (5  Wend.,  423) ;  Wheeler  v.  Spinola  (54 
N.  Y.,  377)  J  State  of  Indiana  v.  Milk  {supra). 

The  owner  of  land  bounded  by  any  meandered  lake  or  pond  takes  as 
sach  no  fee  in  the  bed  or  soil  under  the  water.  Boorman  v,  Sunnuchs 
42  Wis.,  233). 

In  the  case  of  Serrin  et  ah  v.  Grefe  (67  Iowa,  197),  plaintiff  brought 
an  action  to  recover  the  value  of  ice  taken  from  the  Des  Moines  river, 
opposite  his  land;  when  the  lands  were  surveyed  and  patents  issued 
by  the  government  the  river  was  regarded  as  navigable,  but  afterwards, 
January  20, 1870,  it  was  declared  by  Congress  to  be  uon>navigable. 
By  the  government  survey  the  river  was  ^^  meandered,"  the  lands  were 
described  as  lots  and  parts  of  sections ;  patent  was  issued  when  the 
river  was  regarded  as  navigable,  and  the  lands  thus  patented  extended 
only  to  the  river,  giving  the  patentee  only  his  riparian  rights.  When 
the  river  was  declared  to  be  non-navigable,  the  owners  of  the  land  on 
the  opposite  shores  claimed  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  thus  brought  suit 
for  the  value  of  the  ice  taken  therefrom.  But  the  supreme  court  in  the 
case  cited  held  that  the  meandered  lines  constituted  the  bonndaries  of 
the  lands,  and  the  title  of  the  bed  of  the  stream  remained  in  the  gov- 
ernment. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  the  lake  covers  about  sixtiCen  hundred  acres ;  it 
can  not  be  claimed  as  belonging  to  the  State  of  Washington  under  the 
swamp  land  act,  as  in  the  case  of  Beaver  Lake  it  was  so  held  by 
Judge  Oresham  in  the  Milk  case  («tfpra),  for  the  reason  that  while  the 
provisions  of  the  swamp  land  act  applied  to  Indiana,  they  do  not  apply 
to  the  State  of  Washington. 

The  title  to  the  bed  of  this  lake  still  remains  in  the  government.  Pe- 
titioners have  asked  for  its  survey,  with  a  view  to  entering  the  same 
nnder  the  public  land  laws.  I  think  the  survey,  on  the  showing  made, 
should  be  ordered,  and  the  land  disposed  of  under  the  homestead  laws. 

It  is  so  ordered,  and  your  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  reversed. 

The  case  of  O.  W.  Holland  (6  L.  D.,  20,)  is  hereby  overruled,  and  that 
of  Peter  Meyer  (idem.,  639)  is  modified,  in  so  far  as  it  conflicts  with  the 
provisions  of  this  case. 
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sbttleme^  bights-indian  besebyatiok* 

Iba  O.  Hanohett. 

Liand  within  an  Indian  reservation,  and  reserved  by  executive  order  is  excluded  from 
settlement  and  entry,  and  an  6ntry,  embracing,  in  part,  land  this  reserved  must 
be  corrected,  even  thongh  it  was  made  in  consequence  of  an  erroneous  government 
survey,  and  valuable  improvements  have  been  placed  upon  the  land  improperly 
included  therein. 

jFHrtt  AsHtstant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral 

La/nd  Office^  April  29, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Ira  O.  Hanchett  from  yoar  office  de- 
cision of  December  30, 1890,  refasing  to  reconsider  its  decision  of  Jane 
1, 1889,  suspending  final  homestead  certificate  No.  2505,  in  name  of  said 
Hanchett,  for  the  S  i  NE  i,  SE  J  N W  i,  and  NE  J  S W  i  of  Sec.  25, 
T.  5  S.,  E.  9  W.,  Oregon  City  land  office,  Oregon. 

He  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  said  tracts  November 
29, 1881,  and  changed  his  filing  to  homestead  entry  No.  5637,  Augnst 
20, 1884.  He  made  final  proof,  after  giving  dne  notice  by  publication, 
and  final  certificate  No.  2505  issued  to  him  March  24, 1888.  This  entry 
was  suspended  by  order  from  your  office  bearing  date  June  1, 1889,  and 
the  register  of  the  Oregon  City  land  district,  Oregon,  was  instructed  to 
correct  the  final  certificate  to  read  SE  i  N  W  J,  NE  J  S  W  i,  and  lot  2,  Sec. 
25,  T.  5  S.,  R.  9  W.,  with  an  area  of  112.93  acres,  instead  of  S  ^  NE  J, 
SE^  NW  i  and  NE  ^  SW  4,  same  section,  with  an  area  of  160  acres. 

It  appears  from  the  record  and  official  letters  among  the  papers  in 
the  case  that  townships  5  and  6  S.,  B.  8.  W.,  with  other  lands,  were 
reserved  by  executive  order  of  June  30, 1857,  for  the  use  of  the  Grande 
lionde  Indians,  and  the  lines  of  said  townships,  as  they  existed  at  that 
time,  form  the  boundary  of  the  reservation.  Upon  closing  the  lines  of 
T.  5  S.,  B.  9  W«,  in  1872,  an  error  was  made  in  running  the  boundary 
line  between  townships  5  S.,  B.  8  W.,  and  5  S.,  B.  9  W.,  such  line  being 
located  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  the  original  line,  and  conse- 
quently a  portion  of  T.  5  S.,  B.  9  W.,  overlapped  a  part  of  T.  5  S.,  B.  8 
W.,  and  included  a  part  of  said  reservation,  although  this  fact  is  not 
shown  by  the  plat. 

On  the  correction  of  this  error  in  1887,  the  original  line  is  taken  as 
the  range  line  between  ranges  8  and  9,  which  leaves  all  the  eastern 
section  of  T.  5  S.,  B.  9  W.,  fractional  and  partly  includes  the  section 
covered  by  Hanchett's  entry.  The  S  J  of  NE  i  of  Sec.  25,  T.  5  S.,  B.  9 
W.,  designated  as  lot  2  in  the  corrected  survey,  contains,  according  to 
plat  in  your  office,  32.93  acres,  and  not  39.93  acres,  as  stated  in  your 
decision  of  December  30, 1889.  This  lot  2,  containing  32.93  acres,  with 
the  SE  i  of  NW  i  and  NE  J  of  SW  J  of  Sec.  25,  makes  112.93  acres,  and, 
in  that  particular,  corresponds  with  the  final  statement  of  your  office 
decision  as  to  the  area  within  Hanchetl^s  entry  under  the  corrected 


438  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS. 

survey.  In  consequence  of  the  conflicting  claim  to  the  land  in  question 
under  the  entry  of  Hanchett,  and  the  Indian  reservation,  your  office 
ordered  a  suspension  of  the  entry  and  directed  certificate  No.  2505  to 
be  corrected,  as  heretofore  stated.  On  being  notified  of  this  order  or 
decision,  the  claimant  filed  a  petition  in  your  office,  stating  in  substance 
that  an  official  survey  of  the  said  township  had  been  made  and  that  a  plat 
of  the  land  in  qnestion  was  on  file  in  the  Oregon  Oity  land  office  at  the 
time  that  he  made  his  settlement  in  November,  1881 ;  that  the  land  was 
then  subject  to  entry,  and,  relying  upon  the  plats  and  surveys  on  record, 
he  proceeded  with  his  improvements;  that  said  imx)rovements  are 
estimated  in  value  at  over  four  hundred  dollars,  and  are  upon  that  part 
of  the  land  it  is  now  proposed  to  take  &om  him ;  that  he  has  expc*.nded 
time  and  labor,  as  well  as  money,  on  said  land,  and  being  a  poor  man 
he  is  not  able  to  make  such  sacrifices,  and  therefore  respectfully  asks 
that  the  order  suspending  his  entry  and  directing  an  amendment  of  his 
final  certificate  should  be  reconsidered  and  rescinded. 

This  petition  being  reftised  by  your  office  decision  of  December  30, 
1889,  Hanchett  appealed  to  this  Department,  and,  in  presenting  his 
api>eal,  substantially  relies  upon  the  statements  submitted  in  his  peti- 
tion. 

Under  section  2258  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  lands  included  in  any 
reservation  or  proclamation  of  the  President  are  not  subject  to  entry. 
The  land  in  question,  being  within  an  Indian  reservation,  and  having 
been  reserved  by  executive  order  bearing  date  long  prior  to  the  entry 
or  final  certificate  of  Hanchett,  was  not  subject  to  his  entry  at  the  time 
he  made  his  settlement  thereon,  and  must  be  excluded  therefrom. 

The  decision  of  year  office  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


PKE-EMPTION  CLAIM- WITHDRAAVAL—RKSEUVOIR  LAKDS. 

JOSIAH  TUFTS. 

A  pre-emption  settlement,  and  ftling  there  ander,  do  not  exclade  the  land  coyered 
thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  aot  of  October  2,  1888,  authorizing  the  with- 
drawal of  land  for  reservoir  purposes. 

A  pre-emption  claim  for  land  withdrawn  under  said  act  may  be  suspended,  until  it 
can  be  determined  whether  the  land  is  actually  necessary  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  withdrawn. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  May  1, 1891. 

« 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Josiah  Tufts  from  your  office  decision 
of  February  5,  1890,  rejecting  his  final  proof  in  support  of  his  pre-emp- 
tion filing  for  the  W.  J  SW.  ^,  NB.  J  SW.  i  and  SE.  i  N W.  J,  Sec.  27, 
T.  13  ».,  B.  5  B.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  land  district. 

He  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  this  land  on  Novem- 
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ber  9, 1888,  and  on  November  22, 1889,  apon  due  notice  he  made  final 
proof  thereon.  The  register  transmitted  the  proof  to  your  office  on 
November  8,  and  in  the  letter  of  transmittal  says  that, 

The  land  in  township  13  north,  of  range  5  £.,  S.  L.  P.  M.,  having  been  withdrawn 
for  reservoir  site  by  your  letter  ''  £  '^  of  Angust  5,  1889,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  year  office  the  final  proof  of  Josiah  Tufts. 

Your  office  on  February  5,  1890,  rejected  the  final  proof  from  which 
action  Tufts  appealed.  The  grounds  of  appeal  are  substantially  that  it 
was  error  to  hold  that  the  government  could  withdraw  the  land  for  reser- 
voir purposes  after  it  had  been  settled  upon,  improved  and  filed  upon. 

The  claimant,  it  appears,  settled  upon  the  land  in  July,  1888.  The 
act  reserving  lands  for  reservoirs,  canals,  ditches,  etc.,  for  irrigation 
purposes  was  passed  October  2, 1888  (25  Stat.,  526). 

Counsel  for  Tufts  claims  that  the  government  agreed  to  sell  this  land 
to  claimant  on  condition  that  he  comply  with  the  pre-emption  law  and 
he  says  his  client  has  done  so ;  that  he  has  ^^  carried  out  his  part  of 
the  contract  under  the  law,  with  the  government  up  to  making  final 
proof. "    In  his  zeal  for  his  client  counsel  says. 

The  great  power  of  the  United  States,  claiininji^to  he  a  just  and  beneficent  govern- 
ment attempts  to  break  faith  with  theclaimanti  under  the  ruling  of  the  Uon.  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office. 

This  position  is  hardly  tenable  in  view  of  the  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject,  in  the  case  of  Buxton  v. 
Traver  {130  U.  S.  232),  it  says : 

The  United  States  make  no  promise  to  sell  him  (the  pre-emptor)  the  land,  nor  do 
they  enter  into  any  contract  with  him,  upon  the  subject.    And 

In  the  Yosemite  Valley  case  (15  Wall.,  77),  the  court,  in  speaking  of 
payment  and  entry,  use  the  following  language  : 

Until  such  payment  and  entry,  the  acts  of  Congress  give  to  the  settler  only  a  priv- 
ilege of  pre-emption  in  case  the  lands  are  offered  for  sale  in  the  usual  ma  nner ;  that 
is,  the  privilege  to  purchase  them  in  that  event,  in  preference  to  others.  The  United 
states  by  those  acts  enter  into  no  contract  with  the  settlor  and  incur  no  obligation 
to  any  one,  that  the  land  occnpied  by  him  shall  ever  be  put  up  for  sale. 

r  take  it  that  when  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  government 
thus  authoritatively  disposes  of  the  question,  it  must  be  respected  by 
this  Department.  The  act  of  Congress,  approved  August  30,  1890, 
(20  Stat.,  391),  repealed  so  much  of  the  act  of  October  2,  1888,  as  pro- 
vided for  the  withdrawal  of  the  public  lands  from  entry,  occupation, 
and  settlement,  but  it  says 

£xoept,  that  reservoir  sites  heretofore  located  or  selected  shall  remain  segregated 
and  reserved  from  entry  or  settlement  as  provided  by  said  act,  until  otherwise  pro 
vided  by  law. 

This  township  13  N.,  B.  5  E.,  having  been  selected  for  a  reservoir  site, 
remains,  by  this  act,  segregated,  and  is  reserved  from  sale.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  there  is  no  exception  of  pre-emption  claims,  and  to  make 
such  exception  would  be  to  enlarge  the  provisions  of  the  act. 
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While  this  is  true^  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  entitled  <'An  act  to  repeal 
timber  culture  laws  and  for  other  purposes."  provides : 

Sec.  17.  That  Teaervoir  sites  located  or  selected  and  to  be  located  and  selected  nnder 
the  provisions  of  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the 
government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
ninC)  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  amendments  thereto,  shall  be  restricted  to  and  shall 
contain  only  so  much  land  as  is  actually  necessary  for  the  construction  and  mainte- 
nance of  reservoirs;  excluding  so  far  as  practicable  lands  occupied  by  actual  settlers  at 
the  date  of  the  location  of  said  reservoirs,  etc. 

In  view  of  this  provision,  and  the  fact  that  there  is  no  record  in  jour 
office  or  this  Department  showing  that  this  tract  of  land  <^is  actually 
necessary  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  a  reservoir",  the  fil- 
ing will,  until  further  action  is  taken,  be  allowed  to  remain  intact. 
The  final  proof  will  be  suspended  until  it  shall  be  determined  that  the 
land  is  actually  necessary  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  been  with- 
drawn. 

Your  decision  rejecting  the  final  proof  is  modified  accordingly. 


ACT  OF  MABCH  8, 1891-PROTEST--TRANSFEBES. 

Johnson  v.  Bureow. 

■ 

A  {^ending  protest  defeats  the  confirmatory  effect  of  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891. 
An  entry  is  not  confirmed  by  said  section,  for  the  benefit  of  a  transferee,  where  fraud 

on  the  part  of  such  transferee  has  been  found  through  an  investigation  by  the 

government. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Offloe^  May  1, 1891. 

With  your  letter  of  April  2, 1890,  you  transmit  the  appeal  of  Elmer  L. 
Johnson  from  your  decision  of  December  21, 1889,  in  which  you  reverse 
the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver,  recommending  that  Osage  cash 
entry  No.  3752,  made  May  17, 1883,  by  John  H.  Burrow,  upon  the  SW. 
}  of  Sec.  27,  T.  34  S.,  E.  9  W.,  Larned,  Kansas,  be  canceled. 

From  the  record  I  gather  the  following  facts: 

Burrow  filed  on  the  land  August  5, 1882,  alleging  settlement  March 
7,  of  that  year.  His  final  proof  was  made  before  H.  O.  Meigs,  a  notary 
public,  at  Anthony,  Kansas,  April  30, 1883.  The  Improvements  were 
shown  to  consist  of  a  house,  ten  by  twelve  feet — with  one  door,  one  win- 
dow; a  well  and  sixteen  acres  broken;  estimated  at  $100;  residence 
continuous;  no  crops.  On  May  17th  thereafter,  the  proof  was  accepted, 
the  entry  allowed,  and  the  first  installment  of  $50  was  paid. 

On  September  5, 1883,  William  Y.  Drew,  special  agent  reported  to 
your  office  that  the  land  was  inclosed  with  the  balance  of  the  section 
(27),  and  used  as  a  pasture  by  Hezekiah  Hale,  and  that  he  had  examined 
the  county  records  and  found  that  Burrow  had  made  a  warranty 
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deed  for  the  land  to  said  Hale  May  24,  1883 — consideration  1500 ;  that 
he  found  a  shanty  on  the  land,  bat  no  sign  of  any  residence  having  ever 
been  made ;  that  he  fonnd  abont  one  acre  of  breaking  on  the  land.. 

On  May  15, 1885,  yon  suspended  the  entry,  subject  to  a  final  determi- 
nation, ax>on  a  hearing  which  you  then  ordered.  On  December  5, 1885, 
you  rescinded  the  order  for  the  hearing,  and  held  the  entry  for  cancella- 
tion and  allowed  sixty  days  for  appeal,  or  to  show  cause  why  his  enf  ry 
should  be  sustained,  in  default  of  which  the  entry  would  be  finally 
canceled. 

On  June  25, 1886,  no  action  having  been  taken  by  claimant  to  sus- 
tain his  entry,  you  canceled  the  same,  and  directed  the  local  officers  to 
note  the  fact  upon  their  records,  and  held  the  laud  subject  to  entry  by 
the  first  legal  applicant. 

On  July  10,  1886,  Elmer  L.  Johnson  filed  Osage  declaratory  state- 
ment for  the  same  land,  alleging  settlement  July  5,  of  that  year.  He 
made  final  proof  before  the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  February  19, 1887, 
at  which  time  Hezekiah  Hale,  transferee  of  Burrow,  appeared  and  filed 
his  protest  against  the  acceptance  of  the  same. 

Johnson's  proof  shows  continuous  residence,  and  improvements  valued 
at  $175.  His  entry  was  allowed  by  direction  of  your  office  letter  "G" 
March  28,  1887,  and  the  first  installment  of  150  was  paid  April  12,  there- 
after. 

On  May  18, 1887,  Hale  filed  his  application  for  a  hearing.  This  was 
accompanied  by  his  sworn  statement,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  pur- 
chased the  land  on  May  25,  1883,  irom  Buriow  for  the  consideration  of 
$500;  that  he  had  never  had  notice  of  the  suspension  or  cancellation 
of  Burrow's  entry,  and  that  he  had  a  valid  defense  to  the  same. 

On  February  13, 1888,  you  ordered  a  hearing.  All  parties  were  noti- 
fieil,  including  the  second  entryman,  Johnson,  whose  entry  was  sus- 
pended to  wait  the  final  disposition  of  Burrow's  entry.  Hearing  was 
daly  had.    Burrow  was  not  present,  his  whereabouts  being  unknown 

The  register  and  receiver  on  July  10,  1888,  recommended  that  the 

order  cancelling  Barrow's  entry  be  made  permanent  and  the  entry  of  Johnson  be  re- 
instated. 

They  also  say : 

We  think  the'  evidence  shows  that  Hale  hired  Burrow  to  enter  the  land,  although 
the  negotiations  were  conducted  through  third  parties. 

Hale  appealed,  and  by  your  decision  of  December  21,  1889,  you 
reversed  that  judgment,  canceled  Johnson's  entry,  and  held  that  of 
Burrow  intact. 

Johnson  brings  this  appeal. 

I  will  be  seen  that  more  than  two  years  elapsed  from  the  date  of  the 
issuance  of  the  receiver's  receipt  to  Burrow  before  his  cash  entry  was 
canceled.  The  same  fact  exists  in  favor  of  Johnson's  entry  of  the  same 
tract.  Hale,  the  transferee,  appears  as  a  protestant  against  Johnson's 
entry,  and  on  this  application  a  hearing  was  ordered.    Johnson  was 
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allowed  to  file  oa  the  land  when  the  records  showed  the  same  free  and 
open  to  settlement;  and  his  entry,  sabseqnently  allowed,  was  thos 
adverse  to  the  application  made  by  Barrow's  transferee  for  a  hearing. 
He  was  thns  a  protestant. 

It  isseen  that,  while  either  Barrow's  or  Johnson'sentry,  in  the  absence 
of  the  other,  might  be  confirmed  under  the  provisions  of  the  7th  section 
of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  yet  in  each  case  there  is  a  pending  protest 
against  the  validity  of  the  other  entry. 

It  will  also  be  observed  that  there  was  no  adverse  claim  to  the  land 
prior  to  Barrow's  transfer  to  Hale  (May  24,  1883) ;  that  the  land  was 
sold  for  a  valnable  consideration  after  entry  and  prior  to  March  1,1888. 
Bat  the  entry  was  investigated  by  a  government  agent,  and  the  local 
officers  on  a  hearing,  the  basis  of  which  was  the  agent's  report,  foond 
that  Hale,  the  transferee,  hired  the  eutryman  to  enter  the  land."  This 
hearing  was  also  conducted  by  a  <^  government  agent." 

It  is  thus  seen  that  *^  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  has  been 
found,"  and  therefore  the  entry  can  not  be  ''  confirmed"  under  said  act. 

I  have  carefully  reviewed  the  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing.  There 
is  no  evidence  in  the  record  that  Burrow  ever  ate  a  meal  or  slept  a 
single  night  in  the  shanty  that  was  built  on  the  laud.  'So  witness  tes- 
tifies to  seeing  any  furniture  in  the  house,  or  any  evidence  of  inhabi- 
tancy. Mr.  Hale,  the  transferee,  although  living  in  plain  view  of  this 
shanty,  could  not  swear  that  Burrow  ever  lived  in  the  house,  or  that 
he  ever  ate  a  meal  there. 

Prior  to  the  filing,  Burrow  was  a  drug  clerk,  in  Anthony,  Kansas. 
After  he  filed,  he  was  employed  by  Hale  to  herd  cattle,  and  during  that 
time  he  ate  his  meals  at  Hale's  and  slept  in  the  latter's  bam. 

Prior  to  the  entry,  the  whole  section,  including  the  land  in  contro- 
versy, was  inclosed  with  a  barbed-wire  fence  by  Hale,  and  the  land  used 
for  grazing  purposes.  Instead  of  there  being  sixteen  acres  broken,  as 
shown  by  the  final  proof,  there  were  less  than  two  acres.  This  breaking 
was  done  by  one  Kephart,  who  swears  that  he  also  broke  land  on  twelve 
or  fifteen  quarter  sections  (presumably  for  proving  up  purposes),  and 
that  he  was  paid  by  one  Ostrander. 

Burrow,  the  entryman,  told  witness,  Boss  Gould,  that  he  (Burrow) 
was  proving  up  for  Hale. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  entryman  did  transfer  the  land  to  Hale 
less  than  one  month  after  the  entry.  Hale  paid  the  entryman  $350,  and 
assumed  the  deferred  payments  op  the  land — $150.  Immediately  after 
the  sale,  Burrow  left  that  part  of  the  county,  and  could  not  afterwards 
be  found. 

I  think  these  circumstances  warrant  the  conclusion  that  this  entry 
was  not  made  in  good  faith.  If  Burrow  was  a  settler  on  the  land  in 
good  faith,  the  hearing,  which  was  asked  by  his  transferee,  should  have 
developed  that  fact.  It  wholly  fails  to  show  that  he  was  an  actual  set- 
tler} or  that  he  ever  lived  upon  the  land.    If  he  stayed  about  the  shanty 
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any  part  of  his  time,  it  was  while  he  was  engaged  in  herding  Hale's 
cattle  within  the  enclosure. 

Entertaining  these  views  of  the  evidenoe,  I  direct  that  patent  be  is- 
sned  to  Johnson  on  his  fall  compliance  with  the  law. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  reversed* 


SECTION  7,  ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1891—BESIDENCE. 

Stella  G.  Eobinson. 

A  fansband  and  wife,  while  living  together  in  Boch  relation,  cannot  maintain  separate 
reiiidenceB  in  a  honse  built  acroas  the  line  between  two  settlement  claims ;  but  a 
homestead  entry  allowed  on  snch  residence  is  confirmed  by  section  7,  act  of  March 
3,  1891,  if  two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  issuance  of  the  final  receipt,  and  no 
protest  or  contest  has  been  filed. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office^  May  1, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Stella  G.  Eobinson  from  the  decision 
of  yonr  office  of  October  28, 1889,  rejecting  final  proof  in  snpport  of  her 
homestead  entry  No.  2231,  of  the  SBJ  Sec.  14,  T.  139  K,  E.  94  W.,  Bis- 
marck land  district,  North  Dakota. 

It  appears  from  the  proof  in  this  case  that  Stella  G.  Letts,  now  Stella 
G.  Eobinson,  made  homestead  entry  of  said  land  July  16, 1883.  On  the 
25th  of  the  following  month,  Arthur  B.  Eobinson  made  homestead  entry 
No.  2306  of  the  a^oining  quarter  section,  to  wit,  SW^  of  Sec.  14,  T. 
139  N.,  E.  94  W.  In  October,  1883,  the  said  parties  married  and  soon 
after  built  a  house  on  the  dividing  line  between  their  quarter  sections ; 
they  claim  to  have  established  actual  residence  on  said  tracts  Novem- 
ber 17, 1883,  the  husband  occupying  that  part  of  the  house  built  on  his 
quarter  section,  and  the  wife  that  part  built  on  her  part  of  the  land. 
They  continued  this  joint  occupation,  and,  after  giving  the  usual  notice 
by  publication  of  their  intention,  appeared  with  their  witnesses  before 
the  probate  judge  in  and  for  Stark  county,  in  said  State,  September  12, 
1888,  and  made  their  final  proof.  This  proof  being  satisfactory  to  the 
ocal  officers,  final  certificate  and  receipt.  No.  822,  issued  to  the  hus- 
band for  his  part  of  the  land  September  14, 1888 ;  and  a  like  certificate. 
No.  823,  to  the  wife  on  the  same  day  for  her  part. 

Tour  office,  by  its  decision  of  October  28, 1889,  from  which  the  ap- 
peal in  this  case  is  taken,  rejected  the  final  proof  of  the  wife,  the  said 
Stella  G.  Eobinson,  on  the  ground  held  by  this  Department  in  the  case 
of  Lydia  A.  Tavener  9  L.  D.,  426.  The  decision  in  the  Tavener  case 
has  been  sustained  by  subsequent  decisions  in  the  cases  of  Thomas  E. 
Henderson,  10  L.  D.,  266,  and  John  O.  and  Minerva  0.  Garner,  11  L. 
D.,  207. 

These  authorities  are  directly  in  point,  and  sustain  your  office  de- 
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cision;  bat  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat., 
1095),  provides : 

That  after  the  lapse  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  iflsnance  of  the  reoeiTei's  re- 
ceipt apon  the  final  entry  of  any  tract  of  land  under  the  homestead,  timher-oaltore, 
desert-laud,  or  pre-emption  laws,  or  under  this  act,  and  when  there  shaU  be  no  pend- 
ing contest  or  protest  against  the  validity  of  such  entry,  the  eutryman  shall  be  en- 
titled to  a  patent  conveying  the  land  by  htm  entered. 

More  thaQ  two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  final  receipt  No.  823  is- 
sued to  said  Stella  G.  Robinson  in  this  case;  no  protest  or  contest  has 
been  filed,  and,  accordingly,  the  decision  of  yonr  office  is  hereby  re- 
versed. 


BBSBRT  JjAITD  ENTRY— ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1891— TRANSFEREE. 

Joseph  S.  Taylor. 

Fraud  on  the  part  of  the  entryman  will  not  defeat  the  confirmatory  proTisions  of 
section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891,  where  the  entry  is  allowed  in  the  absence  of  any 
adverse  claim,  and  the  land  is  subsequently,  and  prior  to  March  1,  1888,  sold  to 
a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  a  valuable  consideration,  and  fraud  on  the  part  of  sach 
purchaser  is  not  found. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

April  17,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  motion  made  by  attorneys  for  Joseph  S.  Taylor, 
entryman,  and  J.  M.  Oarey  and  brother,  transferees,  for  a  further  ooii- 
sideration  of  desert  land  entry  by  said  Taylor  iinal  certificate  No.  356, 
for  S.  i  of  SE.  J  of  Sec.  22,  N.  J  of  NB.  J,  SW.  J  of  NB.  i,  and  NW.  J 
of  "Sec.  27,  B.  i  of  NB.  i  and  NB.  J  of  SB.  i  of  Sec.  28,  T.  33  N.,  E.  74 
W.,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 

A  further  hearing  was  ordered  in  this  case  by  my  letter  of  August 
5, 1890.  The  motion  now  before  me  is  made  in  view  of  the  legislation 
contained  in  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.,  1095),  entitled  an  act  to 
repeal  the  timber  culture  law  and  for  other  purposes.  It  is  alleged  that 
said  entry  is  confirmed  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  above  cited. 
The  record  shows  that  final  certificate  issued  in  this  case  on  August  20, 
1885,  and  by  warranty  deed  dated  October  23,  1885,  said  Joseph  S. 
Taylor  conveyed  the  land  to  J.  M.  Carey  and  brother. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  act  above  mentioned  provides  that, 

All  entries  made  under  the  pre-emption,  homestead,  desert  land,  or  timher  cultare 
laws,  in  which  final  proof  and  payment  may  have  heen  made  and  certificates  issued, 
and  to  which  there  are  no  adverse  claims  originating  prior  to  final  entry,  and  which 
have  been  sold  or  incumbered  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March  eighteen  hundred  aud 
eighty-eight  and  after  final  entry  to  bona  fide  purchasers  or  incnmbranoers  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  shall  unless  upon  an  investigation  by  a  government  agent, 
fraud  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  has  been  fonud,  be  confirmed  .and  patented  upoa 
presentation  of  satisfactory  proof  to  the  Land  Department  of  such  sale  or  incam- 
brance. 
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The  special  agent  of  yoar  office  reported  May  21, 1886,  that  said 
entry  was  made  in  the  interest  of  the  Carey  brothers. 

At  the  hes^ring  which  took  place  on  said  report  it  was  shown  tbat 
some  time  prior  to  date  of  final  proof,  Taylor  and  his  associates,  who 
had  become  financially  embarrassed,  borrowed  a  large  snm  of  money 
from  Carey  and  Brother,  bankers,  giving  as  security  possession  of  their 
personal  property  consisting  of  horses  and  cattle,  implements,  etc.,  also 
of  the  lands  in  question,  the  entrymen  agreeing  that  they  would  secure 
the  Carey  Brothers  on  said  lands  if  they  ever  obtained  title  to  the  same. 
The  CTidence  failed  to  sustain  the  charge  of  fraud  against  the  entry- 
men  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  witness  Taylor  refused  to  answer 
certain  questions  on  cross  examination,  and  as  the  other  entrymen  had 
not  testified,  a  further  hearing  was  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing additional  evidence  as  to  the  character  of  the  agreement  entered  into 
by  the  entrymen,  whether  it  was  in  the  nature  of  an  agreement  for  an 
absolute  transfer  or  whether  it  was  an  agreement  to  furnish  security 
for  the  money  borrowed.  No  charge  of  fraud  against  Carey  and  Brother 
was  made  by  the  special  agent,  the  charge  was  that  Taylor  had  made 
a  fraudulent  entry,  and  the  additional  evidence  called  for  was  on  the 
point  above  indicated. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  an  affidavit  of  J.  M.  Carey  of  the  firm  of  Carey  and 
Brother,  in  which  he  states  that  at  no  time  prior  to  said  final  entries,  did 
the  entrymen  agree  to  make  sale  of  the  land ;  that  it  was  then  well  under- 
stood that  the  land  could  not  be  sold  to  Carey  and  Brother ;  that  the 
possession  of  the  land  was  a  necessary  incident  to  the  possession  of  the 
cattle,  horses,  etc.,  of  a  stock  ranch;  that  deponent  expected  that  the 
entrymen  would  hold  the  land  for  his  benefit  to  enable  him  to  realize 
therefrom  what  could  be  so  realized  in  partial  payment  of  the  advance 
made  by  dei>onent.  That  the  money  advanced  by  deponent  and  his 
firm  was  advanced  in  entire  good  faith  with  no  intent  or  expectation 
that  they  were  thereby  committing  a  fraud  upon  the  government  or 
upon  any  person. 

He  further  states  that  at  any  time  since  the  money  was  loaned  they 
would  gladly  have  reconveyed  all  the  property  taken  as  security,  on  the 
repayment  of  said  loan. 

From  these  statements  it  appears  that  no  fraud  was  contemplated  or 
committed  by  Carey  and  Brother,  that  the  agreement  entered  into  prior 
to  final  proof  was  not  an  agreement  for  a  transfer  of  the  land  but  an 
agreement  that  the  borrower  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  protect,  in  the 
way  of  furnishing  security,  the  parties  who  had  assisted  him  in  his 
financial  difficulty.  Even  admitting  that  this  agreement  was  illegal  so 
far  as  the  entryman  was  concerned,  it  did  not  show  fraud  on  the  part 
of  Carey  and  Brother,  who  appear  to  have  acted  in  perfect  good  faith 
in  the  matter  of  loaning  a  large  sum  of  money  to  one  in  need  thereof. 
The  land  appears  to  have  been  conveyed  in  good  faith  for  a  valuable 
consideration  after  issue  of  final  certificate,  and  whether  said  convey- 
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Auce  was  in  the  nature  of  a  njortgage  or  iDCumbraDce  on  the  land,  or 
an  absolute  transfer,  the  entry  is  confirmed  by  said  act  of  March  3, 
1891,  and  patent  should  issue  for  the  same. 

Departmental  letter  of  Au^st  5, 1890,  is  hereby  recalled  and  the 
papers  in  the  case  are  herewith  returned. 


PRACTICE— KB-BEVIEW-:^ECTXON  7,  ACT  OF  MABCH  8,  1891. 

James  Boss. 

An  application  for  the  re-review  of  a  decision  will  be  denied  where  it  does  not  pre- 
sent any  new  question  of  law  or  fact. 

An  entry  that  has  been  canceled  by  a  decision  that  became  final  prior  to  the  passage 
of  tho  act  of  March  3,  1891,  is  not  within  the  confirmatory  provisions  of  section 
7y  ot  said  act. 

Secretwry  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  April 

22, 1891. 

I  have  before  me  your  ofSce  letter  of  January  14, 1891,  transmitting 
a  paper  entitled  a  ^^  motion  for  stay,"  filed  in  your  office  January  9, 
1891,  by  S.  B.  Pinney,  Esq.,  attorney  in  behalf  of  "the  Colonial  and 
United  States  Mortgage  Company,  Limited,"  of  London,  England, 
transferee  of  James  Boss,  party  to  commuted  cash  entry  for  the  NE.  ^ 
of  Sec.  12,  T.  135  N.,  E.61  W.,  Fargo,  North  Dakota,  which  paper  your 
office  deemed  to  be  intended  as  a  petition  in  accordance  with  the  rule 
laid  down  in  the  case  of  Neff  v,  Cowhick  (8  L.  D.,  Ill),  reference  being 
had  to  departmental  decision  of  December  20,  1890,  denying  motion 
for  review  in  the  case  of  James  Boss. 

The  decision  complained  of  is  published  in  11  L.  D.,623,  wherein  the 
facts  and  history  of  the  matter  in  controversy  are  set  forth  and  need  not 
be  repeated  herein. 

The  motion  nnder  consideration  sets  forth  four  grounds,  or  more  cor- 
rectly speaking  one  ground  divided  into  four  specifications. 

The  first  specification  is  to  the  effect  that  the  departmental  decision 
of  December  20,  1890, 

is  based  upon  a  defect  in  the  application  which  did  not  aifect  the  merits  and  it  was 
error  in  not  granting  leave  to  cnre  the  defect  and  have  the  oath  made  as  reqnired 
by  rales  of  practice  within  a  reasonable  time  after  due  notice. 

This  specification  is  founded  upon  a  failure,  upon  the  part  of  counsel, 
to  fnlly  comprehend  the  departmental  decision  referred  to,  for  which 
the  department  is  in  nowise  responsible.  The  departmental  decision 
was  based  npon  two  grounds,  either  one  of  which  was  sufficient  to 
justify  the  conclnsion  reached.  The  first  one  was  pnrely  and  distinctly 
on  the  merits  as  will  readily  be  perceived  by  the  following  extract  found 
on  pp.  623  and  624 : 

There  is  but  a  single  question  presented  by  the  motion  under  consideration, 
which  is  stated  by  the  attorneys  representing  the  motion,  to  be :  '*  Did  not  the  com- 
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pany  by  Tirtne  of  the  mortf^age  given  by  R088  to  tbeoi,  acquire  some  interest  in  the 
premises  T'  This  question  was  passed  upon  in  the  opinion  songht  to  be  reviewed, 
at  least  so  far  as  the  same  is  material.  That  a  transferee  or  mortgagee  is  injured  by 
the  decision  is  no  ground  for  review,  as  his  rights  are  in  no  sense  other  or  dififerent 
from  those  of  the  en  try  man.  A.  A.  Joline  (5  L.  D.,  589);  Chas.  W.  McKallor  (9  L., 
D.  580). 

If  the  showing  made  by  the  transferee  wonld  not  entitle  the  entryman  to  be  heard 
on  review,  the  application  mast  be  denied.  The  entryman  appeared  and  hotly  con- 
tested every  point  therein,  and  nothing  could  be  gained  by  going  over  the  same 
ground  at  the  instance  of  the  transferee. 

The  only  conclusion  that  could  reasonably  be  deduced  from  the  lan- 
guage used  in  this  extract,  would  be  adverse  to  the  transferee. 

The  second  specification  is  founded  upon  the  same  assumption  as  the 
first.  The  third  is  based  upon  the  mistaken  assumption  that  Kute  of 
Practice  78,  as  applied  in  said  departmental  decision,  in  effect  deprives 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  his  supervisory  authority  conferred  by 
law.  Said  rule  was  simply  cited  in  said  case,  and  no  construction 
placed  upon  it  that  would  or  could  in  any  way  control,  limit,  or  affect 
the  supervisory  authority  of  the  Secretary. 

The  application  of  Eule  78  to  that  case  could  not  have  resulted  in- 
juriously to  the  transferee,  as  fully  appears  from  the  fact  that  the 
decision  would  have  been  the  same  in  any  event.  lain  convinced  that 
the  application  of  said  rule  to  the  case  was  proper.  The  Eules  of 
Practice  are  designed  to  facilitate  the  business  of  the  Department  and 
further  the  ends  of  justice.  The  wisdom  of  having  rules  is  too  apparent 
to  admit  of  discussion.  The  requirement,  that  a  party  who  is  seeking 
to  have  a  re-hearing,  or  review,  shall  furnish  evidence  that  his  motion 
is  made  in  good  faith  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  seems  to  be 
eminently  wise  and  proper. 

There  is  no  new  question  presented  by  the  motion  under  considera- 
tion, either  of  law  or  fact,  not  previously  considered  or  involved  in  the 
case,  and  it  must,  therefore,  be  denied.  Neff  v.  Cow  hick  (8  L.  D.,  Ill); 
Spicer  t?.  N.  P.  R.R.  Co.(ll  L.  D.,349) ;  Reeves  v.  Emblen  (11  L.  D.,  480). 

On  the  8th  day  of  April,  1891,  Ross  and  his  transferee  filed  in  your 
office  an  application  for  the  issuance  of  a  patent  for  said  tract  of  land, 
which  was  transmitted  by  your  letter  of  April  13,  and  has  been  con- 
sidered with  the  motion  for  stay.  The  application  for  a  patent  is  based 
upon  the  allegation  that  Ross'  entry  is  confirmed  by  the  seventh  section 
of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891.  A  duplicate  receiver's  receipt,  dated 
November  22, 1881,  is  attached  to  said  application. 

In  order  to  pass  upon  this  question,  a  brief  re-statement  of  the  record 
seems  to  be  necessary. 

In  August,  1886,  your  office  rejected  Ross'  final  proof,  and  held  his 
entry  for  cancellation.  August  4, 1888,  your  office  decision  was  affirmed 
by  the  Department.  A  motion  for  a  review  of  said  departmental  de- 
cision was  filed  by  Ross  and,  on  the  12th  day  of  February,  1890,  it  was 
denied.    Afterwards  The  Colonial  and  United  States  Mortgage  Com- 
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pany,  Limited^  of  London,  England,  transferee  of  Ross,  applied  to  yonr 
ofSce  for  an  order  for  new  publication  and  submission  of  new  proof  by 
said  transferee. 

This  application  your  officer  refused  on  the  ground  that  as  a  final 
decision  had  been  renderfsd  by  the  Department,  and  the  case  cloHed, 
your  office  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  premises.  Thereupon  the  trans- 
feree made  an  application  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  which  was  denied  by 
the  Department  on  the  19th  day  of  February,  1890.  In  October,  1890, 
the  transferee  filed  a  motion  for  a  review  of  the  departmental  decision 
denying  said  writ  of  certiorari,  which  motion  was  denied  by  the  De- 
partment on  the  20th  day  of  December,  1890.  On  January  9, 1891,  the 
'^motion  for  stay,"  considered  herein  and  denied,  was  filed. 

The  final  judgment  of  the  Department  against  Boss'  entry  was  ren- 
dered on  the  4th  day  of  August,  1888.  The  several  motions  for  review 
and  proceedings  had  with  a  view  of  securing  a  reversal  of  that  judg- 
ment have  all  been  decided  and  disposed  of  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
leave  said  judgment  undisturbed  from  the  date  of  its  rendition  to  the 
present  time.  Said  judgment  was  in  full  force  at  the  dato  the  act  of 
March  3, 1891,  was  passed.  The  only  question  presented  by  the  motion 
for  a  patent  is,  whether  under  this  state  of  facts,  the  entry  in  question 
is  confirmed  by  the  seventh  section  of  said  act  If  said  entry  is  con- 
firmed by  said  act  then,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  entryman  is  entitled 
to  his  patent,  otlierwise  his  application  must  be  denied. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  section  seven  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1891, 1  am  convinced  that  it  does  not  in  terms  or  by  implication,  con- 
firm an  entry  so  canceled  prior  to  its  passage.  The  application  for  a 
patent  is,  therefore,  denied. 


RAILROAD  GRANT-ENDBMNITY  SELECTIOX— SBTTLBMENT  RIGHTS. 

Sawteb  V.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Oo. 

A  railroad  indemnity  selection,  made  in  conformity  with  the  order  dispensing  with 
the  requirement  of  a  specified  loss,  is  legally  made,  and  while  of  record  exclades 
the  acquisition  of  settlement  rights  on  the  land  included  therein  ;  and  an  appli- 
cation to  make  pre-emption  filing  for  laud  thus  selected  at  date  of  settlement, 
must  be  rejected,  where  the  company  has  previously  thereto  designated  the  spe- 
cific loss. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  1, 1891. 

■ 

The  case  of  Edward  O.  Sawyer  v.  The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  is  here  on  appeal  of-  the  former  from  yonr  office  decision  of 
April  17, 1889,  rejecting  his  application  to  file  a  declaratory  statement 
for  the  NW.  i  of  Sec.  11,  T.  147  N.,  R.  63  W.,  Fargo,  Dakota. 

From  the  record  it  appears  that  this  land  is  within  the  fifty  mile 
indemnity  limits  of  the  withdrawal  upon  definite  location  for  the  Nortl)- 
em  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  ordered  June  11, 1873. 
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The  company- 8  list  of  selections,  embracing  this  tract,  was  filed  March 
19, 1883. 

October  21, 1887,  Sawyer  applied  to  file  a  declaratory  statement  for 
said  land,  accompanying  his  application  with  an  affidavit,  charging,  in 
effect,  that  the  company's" selection  of  the  tract  in  question  was  illegal, 
because  no  land  lost  in  the  primary  limits  was  designated  as  a  basis 
for  such  selection.  The  comi>any  replied,  asserting  the  right  to  selec- 
tion. Hearing  was  had,  and  the  register  and  receiver  held  the  selection 
illegal  and  sustained  the  application  of  Sawyer. 

The  company  appealed,  and  your  office,  by  its  decision  above  noted, 
reversed  the  action  of  the  local  officers,  rejected  the  application  of  Saw- 
yer, and  sustained  the  selection  by  the  company. 

At  the  hearing  Sawyer  showed  that  he  settled  on  the  land  September 
30, 1887,  had  built  a  house,  and  made  some  other  improvements,  and 
had  resided  there  with  his  family  ever  since ;  that  he  was  a  qualified 
preemptor,  and  had  no  other  home. 

The  record  and  documentary  evidence  show,  that  this  land  is  em- 
braced in  the  ten  mile  indemnity  belt  which  was  withdrawn  from  settle- 
ment and  entry  by  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  June  11, 1873 ;  that  on  March  19, 1883,  the  Northern  Pacific  Eail- 
road  Company  filed  in  the  land  office  at  Fargo,  Dakota,  a  certain  list  of 
selections,  in  which  this  tract  was  embraced,  and  specifically  described, 
which  list  was  thereafter,  on  the  9th  day  of  April  of  the  same  year,  duly 
approved  by  the  register  and  receiver;  that  no  specific  list  of  losses 
from  the  original  grant  was  fileil  with  the  said  list  of  selections ;  that 
on  May  28, 1883,*  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  ^<  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  work  of  making  selections,"  and 

''to  open  for  settlement  as  speedily  as  possible  all  the  lands  within  the  IndemDity 
limits  of  the  grant/'  dvected  the  Commissioner  *'  to  iastrnot  the  local  offloers  that 
when  clear  lists  of  selections  free  from  conflict  or  other  objection  are  filed  with  the 
district  officers'  and  approved  by  them,  said  selections  sho aid  at  once  be  marked  upon 
their  books  .  .  •  .  ' .  leaving  the  ascertainment  of  the  lands  lost  in  place  to 
your  office,  instead  of  requiring  preliminary  lists  of  sach  lost  lands,  together  with 
the  indemnity  lands,  tract  for  tract,  from  the  company  as  heretofore ; 

that  on  October  12, 1887,  the  company  filed  in  the  Fargo  office  a  duly 
verified  list  of  the  lands  lost  to  said  company  elsewhere  in  its  grant,  and 
in  lieu  of  which  the  other  lands  described  in  the  list  filed  March  19, 
1883,  were  so  selected  and  taken,  and  that  all  locations,  selections  and 
survey  fees  occasioned  by  the  selection  of  the  tract  in  controversy,  had 
been  paid  long  prior  to  the  application  of  Sawyer  to  file  upon  and  enter 
the  same. 

The  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  of  date  August  15, 1887, 
revoking  the  order  of  withdrawal  from  settlement  and  entry  of  the 
ten  mile  indemnity  belt,  was  also  introduced  in  evidence,  and  the  case 
closed. 

•  12  L.  D.,  196. 
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The  errors  assigned  by  counsel  for  Sawyer  are  in  substance : 

Ist.  In  holding  that  the  company  made  legal  selection  of  the  tract 
involved,  and  performed  all  legal  requirements  in  connection  therewith 
prior  to  the  application  of  Sawyer. 

2d.  In  holding  that  the  tract  involved  had  been  legally  reserved  from 
settlement  prior  to  Sawyer's  application  to  enter. 

No  argument  is  filed  in  sup|K>rt  of  these  specifications  of  error. 

Prior  to  the  order  revoking  the  withdrawal,  the  company  had  selected 
this  tract  in  lien  of  a  tract  not  specifically  described  at  the  time  the 
selection  was  made.  This  selection  was  made  a  short  time  previous  to 
the  order  of  Secretary  Teller  allowing  selection  to  be  made  without 
specification  of  loss.  No  adverse  claim  intervening  between  the  date 
of  the  selection  and  the  promulgation  of  the  order  of  the  Secretary,  the 
selection  came  within  t]}e  provisions  of  the  order. 

The  subsequent  circular  of  Secretary  Lamar,  of  August  4, 1885  (4  Lu 
D.,  90),  requiring  a  basis  of  loss  for  such  selection,  was  not  designed  to 
invalidate  selections  theretofore  made,  but  required  the  company  to 
designate  the  losses  in  lieu  of  which  such  prior  selections  had  been 
made,  and  directed  the  district  officers  not  to  receive  any  further  selec- 
tions until  such  order  had  been  complied  with. 

In  the  case  at  bar  this  order  was  complied  with,  October  12, 1887, 
prior  to  Sawyer's  application  to  file  for  the  land. 

The  selection  having  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  order  dis- 
pensing with  the  necessity  of  specifying  losses,  tract  for  tract,  it  was 
legally  made,  and  while  it  remained  on  the  records  of  the  office  it  im- 
parted notice  to  all  settlers  and  entry  men. 

It  was  so  of  record  when  Sawyer  settled  on  the  land.  He  .could  there- 
fore establish  no  rights  as  against  the  company  by  any  act  of  settle- 
ment,  and  prior  to  his  application  to  file  the  company  had  complied  with 
the  order  of  Secretary  Lamar,  by  designating  the  specific  loss  for  which 
this  tract  was  selected. 

The  application  of  Sawyer  was  therefore  properly  rejected.  (Darlaud 
V.  Northern  Pacific  li.  R.  Co.,  12  L.  D.,  195.) 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


ACT  OF  MABCH  8»  1891-4SECTION  SEVEN. 

INSTEUOTIONS. 

DEPABT]S[£NT  of  THE  INTERIOR^ 

Washington,  May  8, 1891. 
To  Chiefs  of  Divisions. 

Gentlemen:  The  7th  section  of  the  act  entitled  <<  An  act  to  repeal 
timber  culture  laws  and  for  other  purposes  ^  approved  March  3,  1891 
(26  Stat,  1095),  reads  as  follows : 

That  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  06Soe 
that  a  clerical  error  lias  been  committed  in  the   entry  of  the  pabUo  \^.nA»  aach 
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entry  may  be  Bnspended  upon  pro)»er  notification  to  the  claimant  throngh  the  local 
land  office,  until  the  error  has  been  corrected ;  and  all  entries  made  under  the  pre- 
emptioD,  homestead,  desert-land,  or  timber  culture  laws,  in  which  final  proof  and 
payment  may  have  been  made  and  certifiates  issued,  and  to  which  there  are  no 
adverse  claims  origiuating  prior  to  final  entry  and  which  have  been  sold  or  incum- 
bered prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  after 
final  entry  to  bona  fide  purchasers,  or  incumbrancers,  for  a  valuable  consideration, 
shall,  nnlees  upon  an  investigation  by  a  government  agent,  fraud  on  the  part  of 
the  purchaser  has  been  found,  be  confirmed  and  patented  upou  presentation  of  sat- 
isfactory proof  to  the  Land  Department  of  such  sale  or  incumbrance :  Provided,  That 
after  the  lapse  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  issuance  of  the  receiver's  receipt 
upon  the  final  entry  of  any  tract  of  laud  under  the  homestead,  timber-culture, 
desert  land,  or  pre-emption  laws,  or  nnder  this  act,  and  when  there  shall  be  no  pend- 
ing contest  or  protest  against  the  validity  of  such  entry,  the  entryman  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  patent  conveying  the  land  by  him  entered,  and  the  same  shall  be  issued  to 
him ;  but  this  proviso  shall  not  be  construed  to  require  the  delay  of  two  years 
from  the  date  of  said  entry  before  the  issuing  of  a  patent  therefor. 

In  the  administratioii  of  the  law  under  this  section  yon  are  directed 
to  recognize,  when  applicable,  the  following  constructions  and  rules. 

1st.  Whenever  a  clerical  error  is  discpvered  in  the  entry  of  public 
lands  which  cannot  be  accurately  corrected  by  reference  to  the  files, 
plats  and  records  of  the  General  Land  Office,  snch  entry  shall  be  sus- 
pended npon  notice  to  the  claimant  through  the  local  land  office,  until 
the  eiTor  shall  have  been  corrected. 

2nd.  After  final  proof  has  been  made,  and  certificate  issued  on  an 
entry  made  under  the  pre-emption,  homestead,  desert-land,  or  timber- 
culture  laws,  and  where  there  has  been  a  sale  or  incumbrance  prior  to 
March  1, 1888,  patent  shall  be  issued  on  the  following  conditions : 

1st.  Satisfactory  proof  to  the  Land  Department  that  the  land  was 
sold  or  encumbered  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  1888,  and 
after  final  entry. 

2nd.  That  no  adverse  claims  are  shown  which  originated  prior  to  the 
date  of  final  entry. 

3d,  The  purchaser,  or  encumbrancer  must  have  paid  a  valuable  con- 
sideration for  the  land  and  be  a  bona  fide,  and  not  a  pretended 
purchaser  or  encumbrancer. 

4th.  Unless  upon  an  investigation  by  a  government  agent  fraud  has 
been  found. 

The  proof  of  sale  or  encumbrance  prior  to  March  1, 1888,  should  be 
clear  and  satisfactory,  and  to  that  end  should  consist  of  the  original 
deed  or  mortgage  from  the  entryman,  and  also  all  deeds  showing  title 
in  the  present  claimant,  or  certified  copies  of  such  instruments,  or  a  cer- 
tified abstract  of  the  proper  records  showing  the  chain  of  title  back  to 
the  entryman,  together  with  satisfactory  proof  that  the  encumbrance 
has  not  been  discharged,  or  that  the  land  has  not  been  reconveyed  to 
the  entryman.  Affidavits  or  secondary  evidence  showing  such  sale  or 
encumbrance  will  be  accepted  only  in  cases  where  the  original  deed  or 
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mortgage  and  the  record  thereof  (if  any)  have  been  lost  or  destroyed^ 
so  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  farnish  either. 

An  <' adverse  claim"  within  the  meaning  of  the  statate  is  one  that 
had  its  origin  in  some  act  on  the  part  of  the  sidverse  claimant,  done 
prior  to  final  entry,  such  as  entry,  settlement  with  claim  of  right  or 
filing  on  the  land.  The  material  question  is,  did  the  adverse  claim 
originate  prior  to  final  entry  1 

A  bona  fide  purchaser  or  encumbrancer  within  the  meaning  of  said 
section  is  one  who,  relying  in  good  faith  upon  the  receiver's  final  receipt, 
has,  by  way  of  purchase  or  encumbrance,  acquired  an  equitable  inter- 
est in  land,  and  being,  at  the  date  of  such  purchase  or  encumbrance, 
without  actual  notice  of  fraud  or  violation  of  the  law  on  the  part  of  the 
entryman.  If  the  proof  should  show  that  the  entry  was  procured  by 
the  entryman,  through  fraud^  but  fails  to  show  any  participation  in  such 
fraud,  or  actual  notice  thereof,  by  the  purchaser  or  encumbrancer,  the 
caise  will  pass  to  patent,  notwithstanding  the  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
entryman. 

Under  this  clause  where  it  is  satisfactorily  shown  thata  sale  or  en- 
cumbrance was  made  prior  to  March  1,  1888,  such  sale  or  encumbrance 
will  be  presumed  to  have  been  made  in  good  faith,  and  unless  such  pre- 
sumption  be  overcome  by  facts  presented  by  the  record  or  in  connection 
with  the  sale,  such  entry  should  pass  to  patent  Any  facts  appearing  in 
the  record,  which  indicate  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  or  en- 
cumbrancer or  collusion  between  him  and  the  entryman,  shouldjustify 
an  investigation  by  the  proper  agents  of  the  government,  and  this  stat- 
ute will  not  be  construed  as  prohibitiag  such  investigation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  as  to  the  good  faith  of  the  purchaser  or  encum- 
brancer.' 

The  evident  intent  of  Congress,  in  this  clause,  was  to  protect  bona 
fide  purchasers  or  encumbrancers  who  became  such  prior  to  March  1, 
1888,  and  where  they,  their  transferees  or  assigns  or  parties  holding  by 
purchase  under  a  decree  of  a  court  in  proper  proceedings  of  ibreclosnre 
and  sale,  still  claim  an  interest  in  the  land ;  hence  where  it  shall  be 
found  that  a  sale  or  encumbrance  was  effected  prior  to  March  1, 1888, 
and  by  any  means  the  lien  has  been  satisfied  or  a  reconveyance  has  been 
made  so  that  the  entryman  now  holds  such  title  as  the  government  has 
parted  with,  such  case  will  not  be  held  to  fall  within  this  clause  of  said 
act,  but  will  be  disposed  of  as  if  no  sale  or  encumbrance  had  been 
shown. 

Under  the  proviso  to  said  section  7,  after  the  lapse  of  two  years 
from  the  date  of  the  issuance  of  the  receiver's  receipt  upon  the  final 
entry  of  any  tract  of  land  under  the  laws  mentioned,  when  there 
are  no  proceedings  initiated  within  that  time  by  the  government  or 
individuals  the  entryman  shall  be  entitled  to  patent }  but  all  ^'  con- 
tests" and  ^^protests"  against  any  entries  of  the  classes  mentioned, 
which  were  pending  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  said  act  are  excepted 
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from  tbis  rale  and  will  be  cousidered  aud  disposed  of  as  if  said  sectiou 
had  not  beeu  passed. 

The  word,  '^contest,"  as  here  nsed,  shall  be  constraed  to  be  any  ad- 
verse proceeding  initiated  under  the  Bales  of  Practice  by  a  claimant 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  cancellation,  or  defeating  the  consum- 
mation of  an  entry  on  the  ground  of  frand,  a  failare  to  comply  with  the 
law,  or  a  prior  claim,  with  the  intent  to  secure  title  in  the  contestant, 
or  any  proceeding  by  any  person,  undBr  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
May  14,  1880. 

And  the  word  '*  protest,"  as  here  used,  shall  be  interpreted  as  mean- 
ing any  proceeding  by  any  person  who,  under  the  Kuies  of  Practice, 
seeks  to  defeat  an  entry  on  the  ground  that  the  entryman  is  guilty  of 
fraud,  either  actual  or  constructive,  in  connection  therewith,  or  has 
failed  to  comply  with  the  law  or  rules  of  the  Department,  governing 
the  same,  or  that  there  was,  at  the  time  he  claims  that  his  rights  at- 
tached, a  claimant  for  the  tract  desired  to  be  entered,  having  prior 
rights  or  superior  equities  thereto. 

Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  as  to  prevent  the  gov- 
ernment fiom  completing  proceedings  initiated  by  it  within  the  two 
years  after  the  issuance  of  the  receiver's  receipt. 

T.  H.  Caster, 

Commissioner. 

Approved. 

John  W.  Noble, 

Secretary. 


PRACTICE-SERVICK  OP  NOTICE— MOTIOW  TO  I>ISMISa 

Olson  v.  Kogebs. 

Serrlce  by  pnblioation,  ordered  on  dne  showing,  can  not  be  defeated  by  a  subsequent 
allegation  under  oath  that  the  defendant's  residence  could  have  been  easily  as- 
certained in  the  Tioinity  of  the  land. 

A  motion  to  dismiss  should  not  be  entertained  if  made  without  notice  to  the  adverse 
party,  and  not  on  the  day  of  hearing. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  May  2, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Ole  P.  Olson  v.  Lizzie  0.  Sogers,  on 
appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  decision  of  June  14, 1889,  holding  for 
cancellation  her  timber  culture  entry  fot  the  S W.  4,  Sect  4,  T.  136,  Ji, 
59,  Fargo,  North  Dakota  land  district. 

She  made  timber  culture  entry  for  this  land  on  March  25, 1883,  and 
on  March  25, 1887,  Olson  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same  alleg. 
ing  failure  on  the  part  of  the  entryman  during  the  second  and  third 
years  to  cultivate  and  plant  to  tree  seeds  trees  or  cuttings,  the  first  five 
acres,  and  during  the  fourth  year  to  plane  the  second  five  acres,  and 
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failure  to  cultivate  said  land  at  any  time,  and  that  sbc  has  failed  to 
grow  any  timber  thereon,  and  that  said  failure  still  exists. 
Notice  was  given  by  publication,  upon  the  affidavit  of  contestant, 

that  he  has  made  diligent  search  and  inqniry  for.  the  defendant,  at  the  post  offices 
and  throughout  the  neighborhood  in  the  vicinity  of  said  tract  of  land  for  the  purpose 
of  serving  him  (her)  with  a  notice  of  said  contest ;  that  the  defendant  cannot  be 
found  nor  her  place  of  residence  learned. 

The  hearing  was  set  for  May  24,*«1887.  On  April  23, 1887,  as  appears 
by  affidavit  and  the  registry  receipt,  the  attorney  of  Olson  mailed  to 
the  entryman  at  Lisbon,  D.  T.,  a  copy  of  said  notice  by  registered 
letter. 

On  May  23,  the  attorney  for  the  entryman  entered  special  appear- 
ance in  the  case  and  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  contest,  for  the  reason 
that  the  requirements  of  Rule  9  of  Rules  of  Practice  had  not  been  com- 
plied with.  This  motion  was  supported  by  an  affidavit  of  the  entry- 
man  in  which  she  says  inter  alia  that  her 

residence  has  been  in  the  counties  of  Ransom  and  Sargent  in  said  Territory  of  Dakota 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lisbon  in  Ransom  county  during  part  of  the  time  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hnrlem  in  Sargent  county  during  part  of  the  time;  that  she  is  now  a 
resident  of  said  Territory,  and  that  her  place  of  residence  and  post-office  address 
are  well  known  to  some  of  the  neighbors  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  embraced 
in  her  aforesaid  entry,  and  hence  easily  ascertained  in  such  locality. 

Upon  this  showing  the  motion  to  dismiss  was  overruled,  and  on  the 
day  of  hearing,  upon  the  affidavit  of  contestant  that  the  testimony  of 
certain  witnesses  was  material  to  him,  the  hearing  was  continued  till 
June  27,  following,  and  H.  L.  Lloyd,  notary  public  of  La  Moure  county, 
Dakota,  was  appointed  to  take  testimony  on  the  23d  of  the  said  month 
at  his  office  at  La  MouFO  in  said  connty. 

The  testimony  was  duly  taken  and  returned.  The  contestee  failed 
to  appear  on  the  day  of  hearing,  or  at  any  time  thereafter.  The  local 
officers,  on  consideration  of  the  evidence  found  that  the  allegations  of 
the  affidavit  of  contest  were  true,  and  recommended  the  cancellation  of 
the  entry.  From  this  action  the  entryman  appealed  to  your  office, 
whereon  June  14,  1889,  you  affirmed  said  judgment,  from  which  she 
appealed  to  the  Department. 

The  grounds  of  appeal,  stated  in  various  forms,  are  that  proper  serv- 
ice was  not  made  upon  the  entryman }  that  the  Rules  of  Practice  were 
disregarded  by  your  office  as  well  as  by  the  local  officers. 

Eules  9  to  16,  inclusive,  govern  the  mode  of  obtaining  service  on  par- 
ties. 

Taking  the  affidavit  of  the  contestant  alone,  it  would  warrant  service 
by  publication  under  Bules  9  and  12 ;  but  in  addition  to  this,  a  copy  of 
the  notice  was  sent  to  contestee  by  registered  letter,  at  Lisbon,  Dakota, 
where  she  swears  she  sometimes  resided.  Her  affidavit  is  very  care- 
fully guarded,  and  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  it  was  filed  the  day  before 
the  day  of  hearing,  and  as  if  to  avoid  letting  her  present  residence  be 
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known,  she  flays  ^^That  she  is  now  a  resident  of  said  territory,  that  her 
place  of  residence  and  post-office  address  are  well  known  to  some  of  the 
neighbors,"  bat  she  does  not  disclose  it. 

It  looks  very  mnch  like  trifling  with  the  administration  of  justice  to 
file  snch  an  affidavit,  and  after  being  served  by  publication  and  having 
knowledge  in  fact,  of  the  contest,  and  of  the  overruling  of  her  motion 
to  dismiss,  the  same  to  remain  away  from  a  hearing  and  then  come  up 
on  the  technical  ground  that  she  might  have  been  served  personally, 
but  was  not. 

The  testimony  shows  that  the  entryman  has  almost  wholly  failed  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  local  officers  did  not 
err  in  overruling  the  motion  to  dismiss — first,  because  it  was  made 
withoat  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  on  a  day  other  than  the  day  of 
hearing;  second,  becanse  if  made  on  the  day  of  hearing,  it  was  not 
well  taken.    Yoor  decision  is  affirmed.    The  entry  will  be  canceled. 


PBS-JSMPTION  CLAIM— SECTION  82GO,  B.  S. 

Francis  Studbb. 

Tlie  inhibition  contained  in  the  second  clause  of  section  2260  R.  S.,  does  not  apply 
to  a  pre-emptor  who,  in  good  faith,  has  sold  the  land  on  which  he  formerly  re- 
sided, before  establishing  actual  residence  on  the  pre-emption  claim. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Offlce^  May  4, 1891. 

On  Joly  9, 1885,  Francis  Stoder  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
ment alleging  settlement  tbe  6th  of  the  same  month  npon  SE.  ^  of  SE. 
I,  K.  J  of  SB.  i,  and  S W.J  of  NB.  i,  Sec.  26,  T.  2  S.,  E.  35  W.,  Oberlin, 
Kansas.  He  made  pre-emption  proof  before  the  probate  jndge  of  Eaw- 
lins  connty,  on  May  19,  1888.  Said  proof  (as  shown  by  endorsement) 
was  rejected  at  the  local  office  for  the  reason  that  Stnder's  filing  was 
initiated  in  violation  of  Sec.  2260  Revised  Statutes,  the  second  clanse 
of  which  prohibits  the  acquisition  of  any  right  of  pre-emption  nnder  the 
provisions  of  the  pre-emption  laws  by  any  person  who  quits  or  abandons 
bis  residence  on  his  own  land  to  reside  on  the  public  land  in  the  same 
State  or  Territory. 

Stader  appealed  and  also  applied  for  a  cancellation  of  his  said  filing 
with  permission  to  refile  for  land  in  question.  Thereupon  your  office  by 
decision  dated  August  21, 1888,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  office  in 
rejecting  his  pre-emption  proof  and  denied  his  application  to  refile. 

Studer  again  appeals. 

He  made  final  homestead  entry  for  adjoining  land  in  the  same  town- 
ship on  May  21, 1885.  His  pre-emption  proof  and  affidavits  dated  June 
12,  and  July  7, 1888,  respectively,  show  that  he  sold  said  homestead 
land  to  his  wife  (Mary  J.  Studer)  in  May,  1885 ;  that  the  deed,  duly 
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recorded,  was  not  executed  antil  the  following  November  and  that  snch 
sale  was  made  in  consideration  of  certain  money  (the  proceeds  of  property 
in  the  *^  old  country  "  that  had  been  inherited  by  his  wife)  furnished  him 
by  said  Mary  J.  Studer  from  her  own  individual  funds  to  help  him  in 
carrying  on  his  business  of  stock  raising. 

Said  proof  also  shows  that  while  Studer's  settlement  on  the  tract  in- 
volved was  made  July  6, 1885,  when  he  ^^  set  a  lot  of  posts  for  fencing 
and  commenced  building  my  (his)  house,"  he  did  not  move  on  this  land 
and  commence  living  permanently  thereon  until  April  7.  1886. 

The  record  thus  shows  that  Studer  did  not  establish  his  actual  resi- 
.dence  until  more  than  four  months  after  the  date  of  the  deed  by  which 
he  conveyed  the  said  homestead  land  to  his  wife. 

There  is  no  suggestion  of  fraud  in  regard  to  the  said  conveyance  and 
Studer  expressly  avers  that  it  was  not  made  with  intent  to  avoid  the 
statutory  inhibition  heretofore  mentioned. 

The  effect  of  this  conveyance  was  to  divest  Studer  of  the  title  to  the 
homestead  land.  Michael  Campbell  (12  L.  D.,  244)  and  cases  cited, 
page  246.  His  subsequent  removal  therefrom  to  reside  on  the  land  in 
question  can  not  therefore  be  said  to  have  been  from  land  of  his  own. 

By  the  decision  appealed  from  your  office  held  that  Studer's  pre- 
emption settlement  having  preceded  the  conveyance  by  him  of  his  title 
to  the  homestead  land,  his  filing  was  illegally  initiated  and  that  his 
proof  in  support  thereof  must  consequently  be  rejected.   ' 

In  the  similar  case  of  David  Lee  (8  L.  D.,  502),  involving  land  in  the 
same  State,  the  Department  distinguished  the  terms  ^'  settlement "  and 
^'residence"  as  used  in  the  pre-emption  law  and  held  that  the  inhibi- 
tion contained  in  the  second  clause  of  section  2200,  li.  S.,  does  not  apply 
when  a  pre-emptor  had,  in  good  faith,  sold  the  land  on  which  he  formerly 
resided  before  establishing  actual  residence  on  the  pre-emption  claim. 

This' ruling  was  followed  in  the  recent  case  of  Michael  Campbell,  suproj 
and  is  now  the  established  doctrine. 

Studer's  proof  shows  a  complete  and  substantial  compliance  with  Uie 
law  in  the  matter  of  residence  and  improvement.  It  will,  therefore,  if 
in  other  respects  regular,  be  accepted.  The  application  to  refile  need 
therefore  not  be  considered.    The  judgment  of  your  office  is  reversed. 


OntCULAB. 

Rules  and  regulations  governing  tJie  use  of  timber  on  the  public  domain. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  by  the 
act  of  March  3, 1891,  entitled  ^^An  Act  to  amend  Section  eight  of  an 
Act  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one;  entitled 
*An  Act  to  repeal  timber  culture  laws,  and  for  other  purposes'" — the 
following  rules  and  regulations  are  hereby  prescribed : 
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1.  The  act,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  timber  od  tlie  public  land,  applies 
only  to  the  States  of  Colorado,  Montana,  Idaho,  North  Dakota,  Soath 
Dakota,  Wyoming  and  Nevada,  the  District  of  Alaska  and  the  Territory 
of  Utah. 

2.  The  right  of  railroad  companies  to  procure  timber  for  construction 
purposes,  from  the  pnblic  land  adjacent  to  the  lines  of  their  roads, 
authorized  by  the  several  granting  acts,  and  the  act  of  March  3, 1875, 
(18  Stat.,  482)  is  in  no  way  enlarged  by  this  act. 

3.  The  act  of  Jnne  3, 1878.  (20  Stat.  88)  authorizing  the  cutting  of  tim- 
ber for  building,  agricultural,  mining  and  other  domestic  purposes,  from 
public  lands  which  are  known  to  be  mineral,  and  not  subject  to  entry 
under  existing  laws  of  the  United  States  except  for  mineral  entry,  is 
not  repealed  by  this  act,  but  remains  in  force  subject  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  prescribed  thereunder  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

4.  Settlers  upon  the  public  lands,  miners,  fanners  and  other  bona  fide 
residents  in  either  of  the  States,  District  or  Territory  named  in  this 
act,  who  have  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  timber  on  their  own  claims  or 
lands,  for  fire  wood,  fencing  or  building  purposes,  or  for  necessary  use 
in  developing  the  mi  neral  and  other  natural  resources  of  the  lands  owned 
or  occupied  by  tliem,  are  permitted  to  procure  timber  from  the  public 
lands  strictly  for  the  purposes  enumerated  in  this  section,  but  not  for 
sale  or  disposal,  or  use  on  other  lands  or  by  other  persons ;  but  this 
section  shall  not  be  construed  to  give  the  right  to  cut  timber  on  any 
appropriated  or  reserved  public,  lands ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior reserves  the  right  to  prescribe  such  further  restrictions  as  he  may, 
at  any  time,  deem  necessary,  or  to  revoke  the  permission  granted  hereby, 
in  any  case  or  cases  wherein  he  has  information  that  persons  are  abus- 
ing the  conceded  privileges,  or  where  it  is  necessary  for  the  public  good. 

5.  Section  2461  U.  S.  Revised  Statutes  is  still  in  force  in  the  States, 
District  and  Territory  named  in  this  act ;  as  well  as  in  all  other  states 
and  territories  of  the  United  States.  Its  provisions  may  be  enforced 
as  heretofore,  against  any  person  who  shall  cut  or  remove,  or  cause  or 
procure  to  be  cut  or  removed,  or  aid  or  assist  or  be  employed  in  cutting 
or  removing,  any  timber  from  public  lands  of  any  other  character  or 
description,  or  for  any  other  use  or  purpose  whatever  than  as  above 
defined  in  sections  2, 3  and  4  of  these  rules  and  regulations,  unless 
special  permission  is  first  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
specifically  designating  the  particular  section  or  tracts  from  which 
timber  may  be  cut,  and  under  what  restrictions  and  limitations. 

6.  Persons,  4rms,  or  corporations  residing  in  either  of  the  States, 
District  or  Territory  named  in  this  act,  who  desire  to  procure  permis- 
sion to  cat  or  remove  timber  from  public  lands  for  purposes  of  sale  or 
traffic,  or  to  manufacture  same  into  lumber  or  other  timber  product  as 
an  article  of  merchandise,  or  for  any  other  use  whatsoever  other  than 
as  defined  in  sections  2,  3  and  4  of  these  rules  and  regulations,  must 
first  submit  an  application  therefor,  in  writing,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Interior,  designating  the  lands  by  sections,  township  and  range  if  sar- 
veyed ;  and,  if  unsarveyed,  describing  the  lands  by  natural  boundaries 
and  the  estimated  nnmber  of  acres  therein*  They  mnst  also  define  the 
character  of  the  land  and  the  kinds  of  trees  or  timber  growing  theieon, 
giving  an  estimate  as  to  the  quantity  of  each  kind,  stating  which  par- 
ticular kind  or  kinds  they  desire  authority  to  cut  or  remove,  and  the 
specific  purpose  or  purposes  for  which  the  timber  or  the  product  thereof 
is  required.  The  application  must  be  sworn  to,  and  witnessed  by  not 
less  than  four  reliable  and  responsible  citizens  of  the  state,  district  or 
territory  in  which  the  land  is  situated,  and  who  reside  in  the  locality 
of  the  particular  land  described. 

7.  The  petitioner,  or  petitioners,  should  also  submit  with  the  appli- 
cation such  evidence  as  can  be  procured,  to  conclusively  show  that  the 
preservation  of  the  trees  or  timber  on  the  land  described  is  not  required 
for  the  public  good ;  but  that  its  use  as  lumber  or  other  product,  and 
for  the  purposes  named  in  the  application,  is  a  public  necessity.  Upon 
receipt  of  the  application,  with  accompanying  papers,  it  will  be  duly 
considered,  and  if  deemed  for  the  public  interest,  the  desired  permis- 
sion will  be  granted,  subject  to  such  restrictions  and  limitations  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary ;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  cutting  of  timber 
in  the  locality  described  in  the  application  will  be  detrimental  to  the 
public  interests,  or  infringe  upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  set- 
tlers in  that  locality,  the  application  will  be  rejected. 

In  order  that  farmers  who  desire  to  have  the  forests  preserved  in  the 
interest  of  water  supply  for  irrigation,  and  all  others  having  adverse 
interests  may  have  due  notice  of  such  applications,  the  parties  making 
the  application,  as  herein  provided,  shall  cause  a  notice  of  such  appli- 
cation, describing  the  lands  and  timber  which^it  is  desired  to  use,  to  be 
published  at  least  once  a  week  for  three  consecutive  weeks,  in  a  news- 
paper of  general  circulation  in  the  State,  district  or  territory,  and  also 
in  a  newspaper  in  the  county,  or,  where  there  is  more  than  one  county, 
in  each  of  the  counties  wherein  the  lands  are  situated,  and  a  printed 
copy  of  the  published  notices  must  be  submitted  with  the  application, 
together  with  the  affidavit  of  the  publisher  or  foreman  of  each  news- 
paper, attached  thereto,  showing  that  the  same  was  successively  in- 
serted the  requisite  number  of  times,  and  the  dates  thereof. 

The  cutting  or  removing  of  any  timber  from  public  lands  described 
in  an  application,  by  or  for  the  applicant,  before  authority  has  been 
officinlly  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  will  render  the  party 
so  offending  liable  to  prosecution  for  trespass,  and  subject*  his  applica- 
tion to  rejection. 

Saw-mill  owners,  lumber  dealers  and  others,  who  in  any  manner 
<' cause  or  procure  "  timber  to  be  cut  or  removed  from  any  public  lands 
in  violation  of  law  or  these  rules  and  regulations,  whether  directly  by 
men  in  their  employ,  or  indirectly  through  contract  or  by  purchase,  are 
equally  guilty  of  trespass  with  the  individuals  who  actually  cut  or  re- 
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move  snoh  timber,  and  are  alike  liable  to  criminal  prosecution.  The 
procnrer  or  mannfactorer  of  timber  so  cat,  as  well  as  the  purchaser  of 
sach  timber  or  its  prodacts,  is  also  liable  in  civil  snits  for  the  value 
thereof. 

Special  agents  will  diligently  investigate  and  report  all  such  cases  to 
this  office  for  proper  action. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  Oabtbb, 

Oammis9i4mer. 

Approved :  May  5, 1891. 

John  W.  Noble, 

Secretary. 


PEiNBIKG  CONTBST*^ECTION  7,  ACT  OF  MABCH  8«  1891. 

Coon  v.  Simmons. 

A  contest  pending  at  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  defeats  the  confirma- 
tory effect  of  the  proviso  in  section  7,  of  said  act. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  May  5, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  E.  Y.  Goon  v.  W.  F.  Simmons  on  appeal 
by  the  latter  firom  your  decision  of  July  22, 1889,  holding  for  cancella- 
tion his  cash  entry  No.  9698  of  July  2,  1884  for  lots  3  and  4  and  SE.  \ 
of  NW.  :|,  Sect  2y  T.  116  K,  B.  66  W.,  Huron,  South  Dakota  land  dis- 
trict. 

Your  opinion  states  the  Record  and  testimony  fairly  and  substantially, 
and  having  reviewed  the  entire  case,  1  find  no  reason  for  disturbing 
jour  conclusions  which  accord  with  the  findings  of  the  register  and 
receiver. 

As  this  cash  entry  was  made  and  final  certificate  issued  on  July  2, 
1884,  and  the  contest  was  not  initiated  until  January  12, 1887,  more 
than  two  years  after,  it  may  be  suggested  that  the  entryman  is  entitled 
to  a  patent  under  the  proviso  of  section  7  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891, 
entitled  ^*An  act  to  repeal  timber  culture  laws  and  for  other  purposes." 

But  such  is  not  the  view  of  this  Department.  Said  act  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Honorable  Secretary  with  special  reference  to  the  proviso 
of  said  section  7  of  said  act  and  in  departmental  letter  to  your  ofiQce  on 
April  25th,  1891,  therein  inter  alia  it  is  said : 

The  language  of  the  act  is  ''  when  there  shall  be  no  pending  contest  or  protest 
against  the  validity  of  snch  entry.''  There  is  no  sufficient  reason  to  say  that  this 
means  pending  before  the  lapse  of  two  years.    •    •    •    • 

They  (Congress)  nsed  the  present  participle  in  this  clause  and  say  "  when  there 
shall  be  no  pending  contest  or  protest" — meaning  thereby  clearly,  I  think,  pending 
then,  presently,  at  the  date  of  the  act.    It  was  not  intended  to  be  limited  to  contests 
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or  protests  peuding  within  two  years  after  the  date  of  the  fiaal  receipt,  when  the  ease 
had  arisen  before  the  act  took  effecti  and  the  two  years  had  elapsed.  The  statute 
thas  becomes  one  of  .limitation  as  to  the  fhtare  without  overthrowing  the  pending 
contests  or  protests. 

This  contest  had  been  initiated  and  tried  by  the  register  and  receiver 
and  considered  by  your  office  before  the  passage,  and  was  pending  at 
the  date  of  said  act,  and  under  the  construction  given  tlie  same  as  afore- 
said, your  decision  is  affirmed.    The  entry  will  be  canceled. 


ERBONSOirS  SURVEY— CONTLICTrNG  CliAIM. 

Emile  Moultbib. 

Parties  holding  nnder  a  location  or  purchase  made  in  accordance  with  the  original 
plat  of  survey  may  properly  claim  under  the  boundary  lines  thereof,  notwith- 
standing a  subsequent  survey  shows  a  conflict  with  a  confirmed  private  claim, 
and  the  question  of  ownership,  in  such  case,  must  be  determined  in  the  courts. 

Firnt  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  May  6, 189L 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Emile  Moultrie  from  the  decision  of 
your  office,  dated  January  16, 1890,  rejecting  his  application  to  relocate 
indemnity  school  warrant  "So.  1481,  originally  located  on  lot  2,  Sec  24, 
T.  11  S.,  B.  3  W.,  New  Orleans  (South-western),  Louisiana. 

The  record  in  this  case  shows  that  on  November  4,  1857,  Joachim 
Iteveillon  and  Robert  Taylor  located  said  warrant  for  78.64  acres  on 
said  lot  2,  containing  by  the  existing  plat  of  survey  62.73  acres;  that 
subsequently  Reveillon  purchased  Taylor's  interest  in  the  land  and 
afterwards  sold  the  whole  of  the  location  to  the  appellant  Moultrie. 

This  township  was  drst  surveyed  in  1811,  then  in  1816,  and  then 
again  in  1829  by  Wm.  B.  Jackson,  deputy  surveyor  :  the  first  plat  of 
the  same,  upon  which  said  location  was  made,  was  approved  October 
2, 1830.  In  the  eastern  part  of  this  township  there  was  laid  down  the 
private  claim  of  Joseph  Piernass,  extending  on  both  sides  of  the  Nem- 
entou  river,  the  order  of  survey  calling  for  6400  ar|>ents,  equal  to  about 
5416  acres,  having  eighty  arpents  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth  on 
both  sides  of  said  river,  and  the  said  claim  was  recommended  for  confirma- 
tion by  Congress  April  29, 1816  (3  Stat.,  328). 

Sometime  in  1874  John  P.  Parsons  resurveyed  that  portion  of  the 
township  north  of  the  river  and  in  the  spring  of  1884,  George  B.  Elms 
resurveyed  the  portion  south  of  the  river.  The  latter  survey  was  ex- 
amined by  a  special  agent  and  accepted  by  your  office  March  16, 1886. 
By  the  resurvey  of  Elms,  the  area  in  section  24,  was  reduced  from 
299.62  acres  to  151.88  acres  and  lot  2  in  said  section  reduced  from  62.76 
to  9.03  acres. 
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Under  date  of  Jane  22, 1887,  Moultrie  made  application  to  locate 
other  lands  in  lien  of  those  lost  by  the  resarvey,  and  October  12, 1887, 
yoar  office  advised  him  that  there  was  no  objection  to  the  State  being 
allowed  under  the  circumistauces  to  select  an  additional  amount  of  land 
^qual  to  the  deficit  in  the  original  selection. 

In  accordance  with  said  instructions,  Moaltrie  made  application  to 
relocate  said  warrant,  on  certain  tracts  aggregating  78.14  acres;  which 
was  rejected  by  your  office  January  16, 1890,  on  the  ground  that  the  re- 
survey  could  not  be  recognized,  or  the  old  line,  which  had  governed  the 
disposal  of  pablic  lands  be  disturbed.  For  the  purpose  of  a  better 
understanding  of  this  case,  the  field  notes  of  the  various  surveys  in  this 
township  have  been  carefully  examined,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise 
to  find  that  it  is  generally  an  exception  to  the  rule  that  the  field  notes 
agree  with  the  plat  or  the  resurveys  agree  in  any  particular  with  the 
original  survey.  As  an  illustration  of  this  fact  your  attention  is  called 
to  the  survey  of  Pieruass'  claim  south  of  the  river :  Jackson  gives  the 
back  line  as  214  chain?,  course  N,  42^,  SC  E,  while  Elms'  resurvey 
gives  the  same  line  as  221.81  chains  course  K  42^,  23'  E ;  furthermore 
by  the  Jackson  plat  the  line  between  Sees.  26  and  27,  running  north 
from  the  section  corner  to  the  intersection  with  the  Pieruass  claim,  is 
given  as  74.82  chains,  whereas  by  his  own  field  notes  as  also  by  the 
resurvey,  the  distance  is  given  as  65.60  chains.  This  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  the  true  line  of  said  claim  must  be  farther  south  than  rep- 
resented by  the  plat  of  1830.  I  can  find  no  field  notes  showing  the 
closing  of  the  section  lines  on  the  claim  in  sections  24  and  25,  and  hence, 
I  am  unable  to  determine  whether  any  discrepancies  occur  on  that  part 
of  the  line. 

An  examination  of  the  lines  of  said  claim  north  of  the  river,  dis- 
closes still  greater  discrepancies.  By  the  Parsons'  resurvey  the  east 
side  line  was  given  as  149.10  chains,  whereas  the  Jackson  survey  gave 
the  same  line  as  120.30  chains ;  also  Parsons'  survey  shows  the  north 
tier  of  sections  to  be  about  110  chains  each,  from  north  to  south,  while 
the  Jackson  survey  gives  the  section  lines  only  about  80.10  chains,  a 
difference  of  30  chains.  Furthermore  the  line  between  Sees.  2  and  3, 
running  south  from  the  township  line  to  the  intersection  of  the  Pieruass 
claim  is  as  follows : 

Jackson  plat  of  survey  1S30 80.10  chains 

Jackson  field  notes  snrvey  1U30 141.60  chains 

Parsons  resarvey  of  1874 102.22  chains 

Thus  it  is  shown  that  not  only  does  the  plat  of  1830  disagree  in  nearly 
every  particular  with  the  Elms  resurvey,  but  that  north  of  the  river 
the  same  discrepancies  exist  between  the  Jackson  and  Parsons  surveys. 
The  discrepancies  north  of  the  river  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
true  back  line  of  said  claim  was  much  farther  south  than  indicated  by 
the  original  plat  of  survey,  and  if  so,  this  would  throw  the  back  line  of 
said  claim  south  of  the  river,  a  corresponding  distance  farther  south^ 
about  equal  to  that  laid  down  by  the  resurvey. 
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After  a  full  consideratiou  of  this  matter,  I  find  it  wonld  be  impossible 
to  reconcile  the  different  plats  and  field  notes  sufficiently  to  determine 
the  correctness  of  the  resurvey  of  1884;  furthermore  it  is  extremely 
doubtful  whether  errors  of  survey,  should  they  exist,  when  they  affect 
the  boundaries  of  claims  confirmed  in  place  for  many  years,  should  be 
corrected,  especially  at  the  expense  of  purchasers  of  adjoining  public 
lands. 

*  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  Piernass  claim  must  stand,  as 
originally  laid  down  on  the  plat  of  1830,  irrespective  of  the  resurvey ; 
furthermore  the  owners  of  the  claim  have  acquiesced  in  this  survey 
since  1830,  over  fifty  years,  therefore  it  is  highly  improbable  that  any 
court  would  approve  a  claim  to  extend  the  boundaries. 

The  parties,  however,  who  have  located  or  purchased  public  lands 
adjacent  to  said  Piernass  grant,  under  the  original  plat,  may  claim  to 
the  boundary  line  laid  down  on  said  plat;  therefore  in  the  case  at  bar 
the  owner  of  lot  2  is  entitled  to  claim  to  said  line,  notwithstanding  the 
resurvey  and  if  any  portion  of  said  lot  is  claimed  by  parties  holding 
under  the  Piernass  grant  or  claim,  the  question  of  ownership  is  one  to 
be  determined  by  the  conrts. 

I  note  further  that  all  of  the  lands  between  the  old  survey  of  1830, 
and  the  resurvey  of  1884,  have  been  disposed  of,  and  patented,  and 
hence  the  lands  in  question  are  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  of  this  De- 
partment 

The  decision  of  your  office  in  the  case  is  hereby  affirmed. 


PBACTICE— NOTICB-CONTEST---TRAN8FBIKEB-KBVIBTV. 

BOBINSON  V.  KNOWLES. 

Rale  8  of  practice  contemplates  a  notice  issued  ander  a  contest  initiated  to  seonre  the 

preference  right  of  entry  accorded  the  saccessfal  contestant  by  the  act  of  May 

14,  1880. 
A  notice  of  a  hearing  directed  to  determine  priorities  between  adverse  claimants  is 

not  defective  though  it  may  not  contain  the  charges  on  which  the  hearing  is 

ordered. 
A  transferee  is  not  entitled  to  be  heard  on  rehearing  nnless  he  shows  that  he  can  far- 

nish  farther  and  better  evidence  than  that  produced  by  the  entryman ;  nor  can 

he  question  the  validity  of  the  proceedings  against  the  entryman  if  notice  of  his 

claim  was  not  filed  in  the  local  office. 

Secretary  NohU  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  May  6, 

1891. 

This  is  a  motion  by  the  attorney  for  Harvey  B.  Knowles  and  John 
F.  McFadin,  for  a  review  and  reversal  of  the  departmental  decision, 
dated  October  24, 1890,  in  the  case  of  John  0.  Robinson  v,  said  Knowles, 
involving  the  N.  ^  NE.  i,  Se<;.  17,  and  the  S W.  J  SE.  \  and  SB.|  SW. 
4,  Sec.  8,  T.  33  S.,  R.  13  W.,  Larned,  Kansas. 


DECISIONS  RELATING  TO  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS.      463 

It  appears  that  Kuowles  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement  Novem- 
ber 20,  allegiDg  settlement  on  the  land  October  1,  ISS-k  ]  that  Robinson 
tiled  for  tbe  same,  February  27,  1885,  alleging  settlement  September  2, 
1884;  that  April  4,  1885,  Robinson  submitted  proof  against  which 
Knowles  appeared  and  Hied  protest;  that  pending  the  hearing  thereon 
the  local  officers  permitted  Knowles  to  make  final  proof  and  issued  to 
him  final  certificate  for  the  land ;  that  at  said  hearing,  ordered  by  the 
local  office  and  had  July  25,  1885,  Robinson  appeared  and  Knowles 
made  default,  whereupon  his  said  protest  was  dismissed  for  want  of 
prosecution ;  that  subsequently  on  complaint  of  Robinson,  supported 
by  affidavits,  your  office,  by  letter  dated  April  7, 1886,  directed  a  hear- 
ing to  determine  the  bona  fides  of  the  settlement,  residence,  and  final 
proof  of  Knowles ;  that  at  the  hearing  thus  ordered  Knowles  appeared 
specially  and  moved  to  dismiss  for  the  reason 

(Ist)  that  notice  had  not  been  served  on  him,  and  (2nd)  that  tbe  notice  did  not 
give  the  number  of  the  entry,  nor  how,  when  or  where  it  was  made  and  that  the- 
land  was  not  described  in  the  body  of  the  notice  and  that  it  failed  to  allege  any 
specific  charges,  and  that  John  McFadin  was  a  bona  fide  purchaser; 

that  McFadin  also  moved  to  dismiss  on  the  ground  that  he  was  the 
owner  of  the  land  and  had  not  been  made  a  party  defendant,  although 
his  deed  to  the  land  was  of  record ;  that  these  motions  and  others  to  the 
same  efiect  were  overruled  by  the  local  officers;  that  after  m^ny  con- 
tinuances and  the  taking  of  numerous  depositions  before  many  differ- 
ent officers,  and^n  different  States,  the  evidence  was  all  concluded  and 
the  hearing  closed  March  5, 1889 ;  that  thereupon  the  local  officers 
found  that  Knowles  was  not  an  actual  bona  fiAe  settler  upon  the  tract 
in  dispute,  and  that  his  entry  should  be  canceled ;  that  this  ruling  was 
on  appeal  reversed  by  your  office  decision  of  May  21, 1889,  and  that  on 
appeal  by  Robinson  the  Department  by  its  said  decision  of  October  24, 
1890,  reversing  the  judgment  of  your  office  directed  the  cancellation  of 
the  certificate  issued  to  Knowles  and  the  allowance  of  Robinson's 
proof. 

The  material  allegations  upon  which  the  motion  is  based  are  that  the 
Department,  in  effect,  erred, — 

1st.  In  finding  sufficient  the  notice  to  Knowles  of  the  hearing  ordered 
by  your  office, — 

2nd.  In  holding  that  Knowles  under  his  special  appearance,  was 
bound  by  the  complaint  of  Robinson,  and  that  the  local  officers  thereby 
<^  acquired  jurisdiction  of  the  case  and  of  Knowles," — 

3rd.  In  refusing  to  recognize  the  transferee  McFadin  as  a  party  in 
interest, — 

4th.  In  cancelling  the  entry  without  giving  the  transferee  his  day  in 
court,  and, — 

5th.  In  finding  that  Knowles  had  acted  in  bad  faith. 

The  notice  to  Knowles  recites  the  action  of  your  office  in  ordering 
the  hearing  on  Robinson's  complaint,  cites  both  parties  to  appear  to 
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the  end  that  their  rights  may  be  determined,  and  described  the  land. 
It  does  not,  however,  state  the  charges  against  Kuowles. 

Bale  8  of  practice  provides  that  notice  of  contest  and  hearing  shall 
inter  alia  <^  give  the  name  of  the  contestant  and  briefly  state  the  groauds 
and  purpose  of  the  contest." 

The  Department  fonndin  effect  that  this  being  a  proceeding  to  deter- 
mine the  legality  of  the  final  certificate,  issued  to  Knowles,  and  not  a 
contest  nnder  the  act  of  May  14, 1880  (21  Stat.,  140),  the  notice  was  not 
defective,  by  reason  of  its  failare  to  outline  the  charges  of  Robinson. 

This  is  not  error.  Bale  8,  supra j  clearly  contemplates  the  case  of  a 
contest  initiated  to  secure  the  preference  right  of  entry  allowed  the 
successful  contestant  by  the  act  referred  to.  Neither  of  the  parties  to 
this  record  is  such  contestant,  as  both  claim  the  land  by  reason  of  their 
respective  acts  in  connection  therewith.  The  final  certificate  of  Knowles 
constitated  a  subject  matter  clearly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  De- 
partment. Such  certificate  was  issued  upon  proof  improperly  allowed 
during  the  pendency  of  the  regalarly  submitted  proof  of  Robinson.  The 
inquiry  as  to  its  validity  was,  therefore,  proper  to  determine  the  priority 
of  right  between  the  parties. 

The  matter  of  such  priority  being,  therefore  the  issue,  Knowles  coald 
not  be  harmed  by  the  omission  from  the  notice  of  the  charges  preferred 
by  Robinson. 

Concerning  the  allegation  that  Knowles  was  not  bound  by  the  com- 
plaint of  Robinson,  it  is  enough  to  repeat  that  his  (Knowles')  final  cer- 
tificate as  well  as  the  proof  previously  submitted  by  Robinson  were 
before  the  Department  for  adjudication. 

The  transferee,  McFadin,  does  not  show  that  he  can  furnish  any  far- 
ther or  better  evidence  than  that  produced  by  the  entryman.  That  he 
has  not  been  heard  can  not^  therefore,  be  urged  in  behalf  of  the  pend- 
ing motion.  James  Ross  (11  L,  D.,  623),  and  cases  cited.  Moreover, 
as  it  is  not  shown  that  McFadin  had  filed  in  the  local  office  a  notice  of 
his  claim,  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  question  the  validity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings against  the  entry  of  Knowles.  John  J.  Dean  (10  L.  D.,  446), 
and  cases  cited. 

The  findings  by  the  Department  touching  the  merits  of  the  case,  ex- 
cept by  general  allegation  of  counsel,  are  not  controverted.  These 
findings  are  specific  and  show  beyond  question  that  Knowles  failed  to 
comply  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  residence  and  improvement,  and 
that  his  acts  in  connection  with  the  land  were  fraadulent. 

The  motion  is  denied. 
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KATLBOAD  GRANT— MIIilTARY  RESERVATION— EXECUTIVE  ORDER. 

Edmiston  et  al.  V.  :n^orthern  PAOIFIO  R.  E.  Oo. 

The  failure  of  the  Cunimissiooer  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  inform  the  local  office 
of  an  execntiye  order  releasing  certain  land  from  a  military  reBervation,  or  the 
erroneoos  action  of  the  local  office  in  designating  snch  land  as  within  saoh  reser- 
vation will  not  serve  to  hold  snch  land  in  reserve  as  against  the  operation  of  a 
railroad  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommissiofier  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  May 

6,  1891. 

With  yoor  letter  of  April  11,  1890,  you  transmit  the  papers  in  the 
appeal  of  C.  W.  Edmiston  and  others  from  the  decisions  of  your  office 
of  I^ovember  13  and  19, 1889,  holding  for  cancellation  the  pre-emption 
and  homestead  entries  made  by  said  appellants,  for  the  following  tracts 
in  township  50  K.,  range  4  W.,  GcBor  d'Alene,  Idaho,  to  wit : 
•  •••••• 

All  of  said  tracts  of  land  are  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant 
to  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad,  as  shown  by  map  of  definite  location 
of  said  road,  filed  August  30  1881,  and  it  appearing  that  the  several 
claims  above  mentioned  were  not  initiated  until  long  subsequent  to  the 
vesting  of  the  right  of  the  company  under  its  grants,  the  said  entries 
were  held  for  cancellation,  as  to  the  odd  sections,  from  which  action  the 
claimants  appealed  to  this  Department. 

After  said  decisions  were  rendered,  George  B.  Wonnacott  and  Telia 
Ellis,  two  of  said  claimants,  relinquished  their  entries  and  asked  that 
the  '^  fees  and  commissions  be  restored  and  refunded."  Said  entries 
were  accordingly  canceled. 

The  claimants  assign  error  in  the  decision  of  your  office,  holding  that 
the  tracts  in  controversy  were  subject  to  the  grant  to  the  railroad  com- 
pany for  the  following  reasons : 

1.  That  although  the  land  falls  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Co.,  that  at  the  date  the  grant  became  effective  the  land  in  controvertiy 
was  reserved  for  military  purpose,  and  was  excepted  from  said  grant. 

2.  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office,  on  June  10,  1886,  held  that 
said  land  being  in  reservation  at  the  date  when  the  grant  took  effect,  excepted  it 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  and  said  entries  were  made  under  said  ruling ;  That 
this  is  re»  judicata  so  far  as  these  lands  are  concerned,  and  that  the  Commissioner 
had  no  power  to,  in  effect,  reverse  this  decision,  as  he  did  by  his  letter  <<F"  of  the 
foregoing  enumerated  dates,  holding  they  passed  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Co.,  and  holding  said  entries  for  cancellation. 

These  several  tracts  of  land  are  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal 
upon  map  of  general  route,  filed  February  21, 1872,  and  also  fell  within 
the  primary  limits  of  said  road  upon  the  filing  of  the  map  of  definite 
location,  August  30, 1881. 

On  August  25, 1879,  the  President,  upon  the  request  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  declared  and  set  apart  a  certain  tract  of  land  at  Ooeur  d'Alene, 
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in  the  Territory  of  Idaho,  as  a  hay  reserve,  which  was  part  of  the  mili- 
tary reservation  at  Fort  Ooenr  d'Alene,  and  embraced  the  tracts  in 
controversy. 

On  April  22, 1880,  an  executive  order  was  issued,  canceling  the  order 
creating  said  reservation,  for  the  reason  that  the  order  of  August  25^ 
1879,  embraced  more  land  than  was  allowed  by  law  for  military  pur- 
poses in  that  part  of  Idaho  Territory,  and  in  lieu  thereof  the  "  military 
reservation  ^  for  said  post  and  a  reservation  for  "  winter  pasturage  ^  in 
connection  therewith,  as  described  in  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer. 
Department  of  the  Columbia,  as  shown  by  an  accompanying  plat,  were 
made  and  proclaimed  for  military  purposes. 

On  June  5, 1880,  the  Secretary  of  War  addressed  the  following  com- 
munication to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  oopy  of  general  order  No.  9,  Headquarters 
Department  of  Columbia,  dated  May  17,  1S80,  defining  the  boundaries  of  a  military 
reservation  for  Fort  CoDur  d'Alene,  Idaho  Territory,  for  file  in  yoar  ofiice,  with  Presi- 
dent's order  declaring  said  reservation,  plat,  etc.,  heretofore  transmitted. 

The  effect  of  this  order  was  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  original  reser- 
vation, and  exclude  from  its  operation  the  lauds  in  controversy. 

Ko  further  action  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  the  land  department 
as  to  the  land  embraced  in  the  hay  reservation,  created  by  the  order  of 
August  25, 1879,  until  February  28, 1884,  when  Commissioner  McFar- 
land  addressed  a  communication  to  Secretary  Teller,  calling  attention  to 
a  petition,  signed  by  John  H.  Bell  and  others,  asking  that  certain  lauds 
in  township  50  N.,  range  4  W.,  Idaho,  represented  on  the  township  plat 
as  Coeur  d'Alene  military  hay  reserve,  be  restored  to  market.  In  said 
communication  he  stated  that  the  files  of  the  General  Land  Office  showed 
that— 

two  reservations  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  each  were  declared  hy  the  execn live 
order,  dated  April  22,  1880 — one  for  the  Post  of  Fort  Coeur  d'Alene,  and  the  other  for 
*  winter  pasturage.'  The  tract  intended  for  the  hay  reserve  has -never  been  declared 
by  the  Executive,  but  the  deputy  surveyer,  in  subdividing  the  township  while  ex- 
tending the  lines  over  the  hay  tract,  has  noted  the  boundaries  of  it  as  set  by  the 
military  authorities,  and  hence  the  same  appears  upon  the  plat  as  a  reservation. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  he  suggested  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be 
requested  to  st<ate  whether  that  Department  had  any  further  use  for 
said  **  hay  tract.'' 

This  communication  was  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  but  no 
reply  was  received  thereto. 

On  December  16, 1885,  Commissioner  Sparks  addressed  a  communica- 
tion to  Secretary  Lamar,  calling  attention  to  the  letter  of  Commissioner 
McFarland,  and  stating  that  settlers  on  said  lands  were  alarmed  for 
iear  the  military  authorities  were  endeavoring  to  have  the  reservation 
enlarged.  He  also  requested  that  the  attention  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment be  called  to  the  matter,  and  to  state  if  there  was  any  objection 
to  the  disx)osal  of  said  lands  to  actual  settlers. 
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On  May  3, 1886,  the  Seoretary  of  War,  iu  reply  to  this  commanica- 
tion,  stated  that  the  tract  intended  for  a  hay  reserve  is  a  part  of  the 
public  domain,  never  having  been  declared  by  the  President,  and  that 
the  reservation  made  by  the  post  is  all  that  is  needed  for  military  pnr- 
jioses. 

Whereupon,  Acting  Commissioner  Stockslager,  on  May  18,  1886, 
transmitted  a  copy  of  said  letter  to  the  register  aud  receiver  at  Goeur 
D'Alene,  Idaho,  stating  that  the  records  of  the  General  Land  Office 
showed  ^^  that  said  tract  was  included  within  the  limits  of  a  larger  res- 
ervation, set  aside  by  executive  order,  dated  August  25,  1879,  which 
order,  however,  was  considered  void  and  was  canceled  by  a  later  execu- 
tive order,  dated  April  22, 1880;"  that  there  was  ''  no  objection  to  the 
disposal  of  said  land  as  public  land,  the  same  being  sitaate4l  in  sections 
1,  2, 11, 12, 13,  township  50  K,  range  4  W.,  Boise  meridian,  and  desig- 
nated upon  the  plat  of  that  township  as  ^^  Fort  Goeur  d'Alene  military 
hay  reserve.'' 

On  May  26, 1886,  the  receiver  at  the  GcBur  D'Alene  office  submitted 
the  following  question  to  the  Gommissioner: 

Does  the  fact  that  this  '  hay  reserye '  was  once  proclaimed  by  executive  order  as  a 
reserve  take  these  sections,  1, 11,  and  13,  or  that  portion  of  them  covered  by  the  '  hay 
reserve'  oat  of  the  railroad  grant,  so  that  they  may  be  filed  apon  and  entered  as 
pahlio  lands  f 

To  this  inqairy  Acting  Gommissioner  Stockslager,  by  letter  of  June 
10,  1880,  repUed : 

Said  tracts  also  faU  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Conipauy,  the  right  of  which  attached  upon  the  filing  of  map  of  definite  location, 
Aoj^ust  30,  1881.  The  reservation  of  said  sections  as  a  portion  of  the  *  military  hay 
reserve  excepted  the  same  from  the  operation  of  the  railroad  grant,  and  there  is  no 
objection  to  the  disposal  of  said  land  the  same  as  other  public  land. 

From  these  facts  it  is  contended  by  the  appellants  that,  while  the  order 
of  August  25, 1879,  reserving  these  lands  for  military  purposes,  was 
modified  by  the  order  of  April  22, 1880,  yet  the  '^  due  execution  of  said 
modifications  of  said  former  orders  were  not  promnlgated  to  be  put  or 
to  go  into  effect  until  a  much  later  date,  to  wit :  May  18, 1886,"  and  that 
therefore  said  lands  being  in  reservation  at  the  date  of  definite  loca- 
tion of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad,  August  30, 1881,  were  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  said  grant. 

The  contention  of  appellants  is  not  supx)orted  by  the  record.  This 
land  was  reserved  by  the  order  of  August  25, 1879,  but  that  order  was 
revoked  by  the  order  of  April  25, 1880,  and  the  reservation  canceled, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  a  reservation  for  the  ^*  i)08t "  and  for  ^^  winter  pastur- 
age" was  proclaimed,  and  defined,  as  shown  by  an  accompanying  plat, 
which  did  not  embrace  any  part  of  the  land  in  controversy. 

The  order  of  April  25, 1880,  was  promnlgated  through  the  Secretary 
of  War,  who,  on  Jane  5, 1880,  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  theorder  of  the  Presidentdeclaring  said  reservation. 
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with  the  accompanying  plat  defining  its  boundaries.  The  reservation 
declared  by  said  order  was  thas  completed,  and  the  lands  embraced  in 
the  former  reservation,  which  was  canceled  by  the  order  of  April  22, 
1880,  and  which  were  not  embraced  in  the  reservation  established  by 
said  order,  were  released  £rom  reservation  and  restored  to  the  public 
domain. 

The  failure  of  the  Oommissioner  to  notify  the  local  ofiScers  of  this 
action,  or  the  erroneous  action  of  the  deputy  surveyor  in  desigDa^ 
iug  this  land  upon  the  township  plat  as  ^^  Fort  Coeur  d'Alene  hay  re- 
serve," did  not  continue  in  force  the  reservation  created  by  the  order 
of  August  25, 1879,  or  in  any  manner  control  the  force  and  effect  of  the 
order  of  the  President  of  April  22, 1880,  which  released  this  land  from 
reservation.  Nor  was  any  further  action  necessary  to  carry  said  order 
into  effect. 

This  question  was  decided  by  the  Department,  July  9, 1889,  in  the 
case  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Oarritt  H.  Ferrall 
(unreported),  involving  the  application  of  Ferrall  to  make  homestead 
entry  of  lands  in  Sec.  35,  T.  51  N.,  R,  4  W.,  which  occupied  the  same 
status  as  the  lands  in  controversy.    In  that  case  it  was  said: 

By  executive  order  of  August  25,  1679,  said  tracts  were  included  within  the  Fort 
Couer  D'Alene  military  reservation.  This  order  was  canceled  by  executive  order  of 
April  22,  1880,  which  materially  reduced  the  extent  of  said  reservation,  and  excluded 
the  lands  in  controversy  therefrom. 

It  was  therefore  held  that  said  tract,  which  was  also  within  the  limits 
of  the  l^orthern  Pacific  Railroad,  was  not  in  reservation  at  the  date 
when  said  road  was  definitely  located — to- wit :  August  30, 1881 — and 
therefore  passed  to  the  company  under  its  grant. 

The  letter  of  the  Oommissioner  of  June  10, 1886,  informing  the  local 
officers  that  the  reservation  in  sections  1, 11,  and  13,  as  a  portion  of 
the  *'  military  hay  reserve,"  excepted  said  sections  from  the  operation 
of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  was  not  an 
adjudication  of  this  question,  and  the  action  of  your  office  in  canceling 
these  entries  was  not  the  reversal  of  any  decision  made  by  your  pred- 
ecessor, and  was  warranted  by  law. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed* 
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HOMESTEAD— ACT  OF   JXTSfR  15,  1880— TRANSFEREE. 

BOBBRT  L.  GARLIGHS. 

A  oasb  entry  made  nnder  the  act  of  June  15, 1880,  and  canceled  for  failnre  to  famisli 
the  requisite  proof,  will  not  be  reinstated  on  the  application  of  one  who  claims 
as  a  transferee,  bnt  does  not  trace  his  title  to  the  entryman,  nor  occupy  the  status 
of  a  purchaser  without  notice. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Offiee^  May  Sy  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Eobert  L.  Garlichs  from  your  deci- 
Rion  of  May  22, 1889,  rejecting  his  right,  as  transferee  of  one  J.  D.  Mac- 
farland,  involving  SWJ,  Sec  27  T.  3  S.,  R.  23  W.,  Kirwin,  Kansas,  land 
district  to  intervene  in  the  case  of  William  Hunter,  ex  parte,  home- 
stead entryman  for  said  tract. 

It  appears  from  the  record  and  papers  before  me  that  William  Hun- 
ter made  homestead  entry  for  this  land  on  October  22,  1878. 

On  September  3, 1884,  one  Loomis  presented  at  the  local  office  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  power  of  attorney  executed  by  William  Hunter 
to  him  authorizing  him,  ^'  to  make  final  proof  under  second  section  of 
the  act  of  June  15, 1880  upon  homestead  entry  No.  8214  for  SW.^,  sec- 
tion 27"  &c.  On  presenting  this  paper,  the  cash  entry  was  mad«  in  the 
name  of  Hunter. 

On  April  18, 1885,  the  said  entry  was  suspended,  for  the  reason  that 
the  required  affidavit  of  entry  was  made  by  a  ptrson  other  than  the 
entryman,  and  Hunter  was  allowed  sixty  days  to  furnish  the  required 
affidavit.  This  he  failed  to  do,  and  on  April  22, 1887,  your  office,  by 
letter  "  H,"  held  the  entry  for  cancellation,  of  all  which  efforts  were 
made  to  notify  Hunter.  No  appeal  was  taken  from  your  action,  and 
on  March  22,  1888,  the  entry  was  formally  canceled,  and  the  case 
closed. 

On  June  2d  following,  Robert  L.  Garlichs  filed  in  your  office  an  ap- 
plication to  have  your  office  reconsider  the  order  of  cancellation,  and 
that  he  be  allowed  to  intervene  as  a  transferee  to  complete  the  entry  of 
Hunter.  This  application  was  supported  by  his  affidavit  in  which  he 
says: 

I  am  the  present  owner  of  the  (descrihing  the  land)  by  virtue  of  purchase  thereof, 
and  deed  thereto  from  one  J.  D.  Macfarland.  *  *  *  I  further  state  that  I  am  in- 
formed, and  understand,  that  the  said  land  was  entered  at  the  Kirwin,  Kansas,  U.  S. 
local  land  office  on  the  3d  day  of  September,  1884,  by  one  William  Hunter,  the  former 
homestead  clamant  thereof,  as  per  cash  entry  No.  3584  under  act  of  June  15, 1880, 
and  that  said  entry  is  suspended  by  the  Hon.  Com'r  of  the  Gen'l  Land  Office  for  rea- 
sons— the  exact  nature  of  which  affiant  is  not  informed. 

He  says  he  encloses  his  deed  therewith,  but  he  failed  to  do  so. 
He  did  not  state  how  Macfarland  acquired  title  to  the  land,  and  did 
not  attempt  to  trace  his  title  to  William  Hunter,  the  entryman. 
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On  May  22, 1889,  yoar  ofiSce  passed  upon  said  application  and  fonnd 
that  Garlichs  had  not  shown  any  title  as  transferee  under  Hunter,  nor 
shown  any  groand  for  reinstating  said  canceled  entry ;  yon  held  that 
he  had  not  shown  any  right  to  be  allowed  to  intervene,  and  yon  refused 
to  disturb  the  present  status  of  the  matter.  From  this  action  Garlichs 
appealed. 

The  power  of  attorney  by  Hunter,  constituting  Loomis  his  attorney 
in  fact,  is  with  the  papers.  It  purports  to  be  made  by  William  Hunter 
of  Salem,  Kenosha  counly^  Wisconsin. 

The  acknowledgment  purports  to  have  been  taken  by  one  Charles 
Haynes  as  notary  public  of  Lake  county,  Illinois,  but  it  is  not  authen- 
ticated by  a  notarial  seaL 

By  the  law  of  Illinois,  Section  7,  Chapter  99,  Illinois  Stats.,  1883,  a 
notary  public  ^^  shall  authenticate  his  official  act  by  a  seal  upon  which 
shall  be  engraved  words  descriptive  of  his  office  and  the  name  of  the 
place  or  county  in  which  he  resides." 

This  pretended  power  of  attorney  does  not  pretend  to  give  any 
authority  to  Loomis  to  sell,  convey,  transfer,  or  incumber  the  land,  de- 
scribed in  it.  It  was  placed  on  record  September  2, 1884 — ^Book  "  B  ^^ 
page  174. 

Hunter,  so  far  as  it  appears,  cannot  be  found,  and  has  not  been  heanl 
of  since  the  entry  was  made. 

Hunter,  when  the  purchase  (cash  entry)  was  made,  through  his  at- 
torney in  fact,  took  all  the  title  the  government  parted  with  when  the 
final  proof  was  allowed  by  the  local  officers,  and  the  final  certificate 
issued.  On  the  day  yreceding  the  cash  entry,  this  power  of  attorney 
was  placed  on  record,  and  was  notice  to  the  world  of  the  authority  it 
conferred.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that  Hunter  ever  attempted  to 
transfer  his  title  to  any  one.  Whoever  bought  of  Loomis,  in  law,  knew 
he  had  no  authority  to  sell.  Judge  Parsons  in  his  work  on  contracts, 
in  discussing  the  relations  of  principal  and'  agent,  while  speaking  of 
cases  wherein  the  agent  exceeds  his  authority,  says :  (YoL  1,  p.  43). 

Bat  a  principal  may  well  say  to  one  who  dealt  with  an  agent  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose, it  was  yoor  basiness,  first  to  ascertain  that  he  was  my  agent,  and  theA  to  ascer- 
tain for  yoarself  the  character  and  extent  of  his  a^^enoy. 

Not  only  was  the  power  of  attorney  of  record,  but  Garlichs  says  he 
understands  that  the  land  was  entered  by  Hunter  at  Kirwin,  Kansas. 
The  records  of  that  land  office  showed  the  entry  suspended  on  April 
18, 1885,  held  for  cancellation  April  22, 1887,  and  canceled  and  the  case 
closed  April  11, 1888.  After  all  this  Garlichs  claims  to  be  a  purchaser 
for  a  valuable  consideration,  but  he  does  not  say  he  was  ignorant  of 
the  status  of  the  case,  or  that  he  was  an  innocent  purchaser.  Under 
such  circumstances,  he  asks  to  have  your  office  re- instate  an  entry  that 
had  been  on  the  books  over  ten  years,  during  over  three  of  which  your 
office  and  the  local  officers  had  been  trying  to  secure  a  compliance  with 
law,  and  during  none  of  which  time  has  the  law  been  complied  with. 
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Oarlichs  was  bound  in  law  to  know  the  status  of  this  land,  and  the 
condition  of  the  title,  or  rather  the  want  of  title.  The  most  ordinary 
diligence  would  have  ascertained  its  defects.  He  could  not  be  consid- 
ered an  innocent  purchaser,  if  he  had  claimed  to  be  such.  He  has 
wholly  failed  to  make  such  a  showing  as  entitles  him  to  intervene,  or  as 
would  warrant  your  offtce  in  re-instating  a  canceled  entry. 

Your  action  is  approved.  The  status  of  the  land  will  remain  undis< 
turbed,  and  his  application  be  dismissed. 


RATLROAD  GRANT-PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM-FILING. 

Buckingham  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

The  declftratory  statement  determines  the  amoant  of  laud  covered  by  a  pre-emption 
claim,  and  a  mere  allegation  that  land  not  included  in  the  filing  was  in  fact  em- 
braced within  such  claim,  will  not  be  accepted  as  sufficient  to  impeach  the 
record  evidence  as  to  the  extent  of  such  claim,  and  thus  defeat  tbe  operation  of 
a  railroad  grant. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  OeneralLand  Office^ 

May  8, 189L 

This  appeal  is  filed  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  from 
the  decision  of  your  office  of  February  11, 1890,  rejecting  the  claim  of 
the  company  to  the  S.  J  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  23,  T.  10  N.,  R.  5  E.,  Helena, 
Montana,  and  allowing  the  homestead  entry  of  Abraham  Buckingham 
for  said  tract. 

The  land  is  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  of  said  road  as  definitely 
located  July  6,  1882,  but  was  not  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal 
upon  map  of  general  route. 

Abraham  Buckingham  filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  tract  in 
controversy,  together  with  the  B.  J  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  26,  same  town- 
ship and  range.  On  November  28, 1888«  he  transmuted  said  filing  to 
homestead  entry  and  made  final  proof  thereon  January  24, 1889. 

The  record  shows  that  at  date  of  definite  location  of  said  road  the 
SE.  i  of  said  SW.  J  of  Sec.  23  was  covered  by  the  unexpired  pre-emp- 
tion filing  of  DeMott  Stinson,  which  also  embraced  the  B.  ^  of  the  NW. 
\  of  said  Sec.  26. 

Stinson,  who  was  one  of  the  witnesses  to  the  final  proof  of  Bucking- 
ham, testified  that  he  pre-empted  said  land  and  sold  the  improvements 
thereon  to  Buckingham,  who  went  upon  it  in  1883. 

The  record  shows  that  Stinson's  pre-emption  declaratory  statement 
did  not  embrace  the  8.  J  of  the  S  W.  J  of  said  section,  but  only  the  SB.  J 
of  said  SW.  J,  and  hence  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  SW.  J  of  the  SW.  \ 
of  said  section  23  was  claimed  at  date  of  definite  location,  except  the 
testimony  of  Stinson,  who  states  that  ^^  I  formerly  pre-empted  the  land 
and  have  located  same  on  map  and  often  been  upon  the  same." 
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From  this  testimony  yoar  office  held  that  '^  Stinson  ought  to  know 
best  what  land  was  claimed  by  him  as  a  pre-emption,  and  if  the  same 
was  not  properly  described  by  the  local  officers,  that  was  no  fault  of  his, 
and  his  testimony  must  stand." 

I  find  no  testimony  in  the  record  that  warrants  the  finding  that  the 
SW.  i  of  the  8  W.  i  of  said  Sec.  23  was  claimed  at  the  date  of  the  filing 
of  map  of  definite  location. 

The  witness,  Stinson,  testifies  generally  that  he  pre-empted  the  tract 
covered  by  Buckingham's  entry,  but  the  record  shows  that  his  declara- 
tory statement  only  covered  the  land  in  Sec.  26,  and  the  SE.  ^  of  the 
S W.  ^  of  Sec.  23,  and  there  being  no  testimony  showing  that  he  claimed 
any  land  except  the  land  preempted  by  him,  the  record  is  the  best  evi- 
dence of  what  land  was  covered  by  his  pre-emption  claim,  and  it  was 
error  to  find  upon  the  testimony  offered  that  the  SW.  ^  of  the  SW.  |  of 
Sec.  23  was  claimed  at  date  of  definite  location,  so  as  to  except  it  from 
the  operation  of  the  grant. 

Your  decision  is  modified  accordingly,  and  the  entry  of  Buckingham 
will  be  canceled  as  to  the  SW.  i  of  the  SW.  ^  of  said  Sec  23. 


HOMESTEAD  CONTEST— RESFDENCB. 

Feb  v.  YouNa. 

The  failare  of  the  wife  and  children  of  the  claimant  to  reside  on  the  land  nntil  after 
initiation  of  contest  does  not  necessarily  impeach  the  good  faith  of  the  claimant. 

Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office,  May  8, 1891. 

October  6, 1885,  Robert  Young  made  homestead  entry  for  the  SW.  i 
of  Sec.  13,  T.  7  S.,  R.  28  W.,  Oberlin,  Kansas. 

January  10, 1887,  D  wight  Fee  initiated  contest  against  the  same,  alleg- 
ing that 

defendant  has  wholly  abandoned  said  tract ;  that  he  has  changed  his  residence  there- 
from for  more  than  six  months  since  making  said  entry ;  that  said  tract  is  not  settled 
upon  and  cultivated  by  said  party  as  required  by  law ;  that  defendant  has  never, 
established  or  maintained  residence  on  said  land  as  required  by  law,  and  defendant 
has  never  resided  or  moved  his  family  to  said  land,  but  has  resided  in  111.,  since  mak- 
ing said  entry. 

Hearing  was  had  June  9, 1887,  and  September  23d  following  the  local 
officers  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry. 

Yoang  doly  appealed,  and  by  yonr  letter  of  June  1, 1889,  now  before 
me,  yon  affirm  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver,  and  the  defend- 
ant now  appeals  to  this  Department. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  testimony,  I  am  satisfied  that  yoar 
judgment  is  wrong.  I  think  the  evidence  shows  that  the  entryman 
acted  in  good  faith;  that  he  entered  the  laud  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
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ing  his  home  on  it,  and  that  all  of  his  conduct  in  relation  thereto  goes 
to  show  that  he  designed  to  remove  with  his  family  to  the  land  in  con- 
troversy^  as  soon  as  his  wife's  health  would  permit. 

The  facts  as  disclosed  by  the  testimony  are  follows : 

Immediately  after  making  his  entry,  in  October,  1885,  he  constructed 
a  good,  comfortable  sod  house  on  the  tract,  sixteen  by  twenty-two  feet 
in  size,  with  board  roof  and  floor,  one  door  and  two  windows.  His  fam- 
ily was  then  residing  in  Illinois,  and  as  soon  as  he  had  constructed  his 
house,  he  returned  to  them,  where  he  remained  nntil  March,  1886,  five 
months  after  making  his  entry,  when  he  returned  to  the  claim,  bring- 
ing with  him  a  mule  team,  wagon,  necessary  furniture,  cooking  utensils 
and  provisions,  two  plows,  a  cultivator,  carpenter  tools,  feed  (oats)  for 
his  team,  seed  corn,  300  pounds  of  barbed  wire  for  fencing,  and  set  out 
fifty  maple  trees  near  his  house.  That  spring  he  fenced  with  oak  posts 
and  barbed  wire  about  six  or  seven  acres,  and  broke  and  planted  to 
com  about  five  acres.  He  remained  on  the  land,  living  in  the  house, 
until  about  the  middle  of  June,  when  he  was  called  back  to  Illinois 
(where  his  family  still  lived  on  an  eighty  acre  farm  he  owned  there)  by 
the  sickness  of  his  wife.  She  gave  birth  to  a  child  soon  after  his  arri- 
val, and  he  remained  with  her  and  his  family  until  September,  when  he 
returned  alone  to  his  claim,  his  wife  being  unable  to  accompany  him  on 
account  of  her  ill  health,  and  she  needing  the  care  of  his  family  they 
remained  with  her.  He  remained  on  his  homestead  from  that  time  until 
the  middle  of  December,  during  which  time  he  cut  and  shocked  his  corn 
and  cut  and  stacked  about  three  tons  of  hay..  The  occasion  of  his  go- 
ing back  to  Illinois  in  December,  J.886,  was  to  be  present  at  a  law  suit 
in  which  he  was  defendant,  and  bring  out  his  family.  The  case  was 
tried  in  December,  and  shortly  after  he  was  taken  down  with  rheuma- 
tism, which  confined  him  to  the  house.  This  is  clearly  shown  by  the 
afftdavit  of  himself  and  a  physician,  upon  which  a  continuance  in  the 
case  was  had  from  March  to  June,  1887. 

He  returned  to  the  claim  with  two  of  his  children  on  the  15th  of 
March,  1887,  who  were  residing  with  him  at  the  time  of  the  hearing, 
his  wife  and  the  rest  of  his  family  (four  children)  still  remaining  in 
Illinois,  she  still  being  too  ill  to  be  removed.  In  the  meantime,  between 
his  return  in  March,  1887,  and  the  time  of  the  hearing,  he  had  con- 
tinued his  improvements  on  the  land ;  had  sealed  and  plastered  his 
house,  built  a  stable  eighteen  by  thirty-six  feet,  with  mangers  and 
stalls,  a  wagon  shed  eight  by  eighteen,  with  good  roof  on  both,  a  chicken 
house  seven  by  ten ;  set  out  eight  hundred  ash  trees  and  some  fruit 
trees,  apple,  plum  and  cherry ;  planted  thirty  acres  of  corn,  and  ten 
acres  of  millet. 

He  also  swears  that  when  he  came  to  the  land  in  March,  1886,  it  was 
arranged  that  his  family  should  join  him  in  Kansas  as  soon  as  his  wife 
was  able  to  travel,  and  that  when  he  went  back  in  December  of  the 
same  year,  he  expected  to  bring  his  family  back  with  him  the  next 
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month  (January,  1887).  At  the  trial  he  offered  in  evidence  a  certificate 
of  the  physician  attending  his  wife,  showing  that  she  was  unable  to 
travel,  which  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  as  irrelevant. 

I  am  thoroaghly  convinced  from  all  the  testimony  in  the  case  that 
this  entryman  honestly  designed  to  remove  with  his  family  to  the  claim, 
and  that  when  he  went  there  in  March,  1886,  he  expected  and  had 
arranged  for  his  family  soon  to  follow  and  make  their  home  with  him, 
and  that  they  were  only  prevented  by  the  continaing  ill  health  of  his 
wife. 

It  is  true,  that,  ordinarily,  a  man's  home  is  where  his  wife  and  family 
reside,  but  when  it  is  shown  that  such  residence  apart  from  the  husband 
and  father  is  due  to  temporary  inability  to  follow  him  to  his  new  home, 
and  all  his  acts  go  to  show  his  intention  to  make  his  home  on  the  land 
as  soon  as  his  unfortunate  surroundings  will  permit,  I  do  not  think 
that  such  residence  by  his  family  under  such  circumstances,  away  from 
the  claim,  necessarily  impeaches  his  good  faith.  See  Hoagland  v.  Fair- 
field, 11  L.  D.,  543 ;  also  B.  F.  Heaston,  6  L.  D.,  577. 

Since  the  trial,  it  has  been  satisfactorily  shown  to  this  Department 
that  his  wife  and  the  rest  of  his  family  removed  to  the  claim  in  the 
summer  of  1887,  and  have  ever  since  been  residing  there.  This  fact, 
and  other  acts,  such  as  improvements,  etc.,  done  since  the  contest  was 
begun,  are  only  material  in  so  far  as  they  serve  to  throw  light  on  the 
acts  and  intention  of  the  claimant  prior  to  the  contest. 

I  think  this  case  is  similar  to  the  case  of  Hoagland  v.  Fairfield,  suproj 
and  that  the  final  removal  of  claimant's  wife  and  family  to  the  land 
^^  was  in  compliance  with' a  previous  bona  fide  intention  of  claimant  to 
make  his  home  on  the  land.''    The  contest  will  therefore  be  dismissed. 

The  judgment  of  £pur  offtce  is  reversed. 


INDIAN  liANDS-AIilXyrMKNT-SKTTLEMBNT  RIGHTS. 

Instructions. 

Indian  parents  are  not  allowed  to  select  lands  for  their  children  within  the  ceded 
portion  of  the  Sionx  reservation,  on  which,  after  Fehmary  28,  1891 ,  white  settlers 
have  established  residence  and  made  valnable  improvements  prior  to  snch  selection. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  9, 189L 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  29th  ultimo,  and 
accompanying  copy  of  a  telegram  from  the  register  of  the  land  ofiBce  at 
Pierre,  South  Dakota,  in  relation  to  the  selection  by  Indian  parents  of 
lands  within  the  ceded  portion  of  the  Sioux  reservation,  for  their  chil- 
dren after  February  28, 1891. 

In  response  I  transmit  herewith  copy  of  a  communication  of  5th 
instant  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  of  the  opinion  of 
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the  Honorable  Assistant  Attorney  General  of  this  Department,  to  whom 
the  matter  was  referred. 

The  eonclasion  reached  by  these  officers  has  the  concurrence  of  the 
Department. 

Opinion. 

Assistant  Attorney  Oeneral  Shields  to  the  Secretary  of  (he  Interior ^  May 

8, 189L 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  from  the 
Honorable  Acting  Secretary  Ghandler,  of  a  report  from  the  Indian  Of- 
fice dated  the  5th  instant  upon  the  foil  wing  question,  submitted  by  the 
General  Land  Office,  namely  : 

Are  Indian  parente  allowed  to  select  lands  within  the  ceded  portion  of  Sionx 
reeervation  for  their  children  on  which,  after  Febmary  28, 1890,  (1891)  white  settlers 
had  established  residence  and  made  valaable  improvement,  preyions  to  date  of  such 
selection.    An  early  answer  will  prevent  serioas  complications. 

By  said  reference  my  opinion  is  requested  ^*  upon  the  question  herein 
presented.'' 

The  Indian  Office  quotes  the  decision  of  Acting  Secretary  Ohandler, 
under  date  of  April  28, 1891,  concurring  in  the  recommendations  of  the 
ladian  Office  dated  April  27,  same  year,  and  holding  that — (Press-copy 
"A,"  p.  117,  Ind.  Div.) 

As  some  of  the  Indians  residing  on  the  ceded  lands  at  the  date  said  act  took  effect 
may  not  have  had  knowledge  of  the  notice  of  Febmary  15,  1890,  and  as  they  nnder 
the  law  may  have,  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  notified  of  their  right  of 
option,  the  allotment  to  which  they  wonld  be  otherwise  entitled  on  said  separate 
reservations,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  said  Indian  who  shaU  satisfy  the  allotting 
agent  that  he  was  residing  on  the  ceded  lands  at  the  date  the  act  took  effect,  and 
has  continnonsly  lived  thereon  since  that  time,  and  has  had  no  personal  notice  of  his 
right,  may  have  aUotted  to  him  the  lands  where  he  has  so  continued  to  reside,  pro- 
vided there  be  no  legal  adverse  claim  thereto ;  and  if  there  should  be  an  adverse 
elaim  said  Indian  may  have  allotted  to  him  other  lands  within  said  ceded  tract. 

In  aU  snch  cases  yon  will  allow  him  to  exercise  his  rights 

Under  said  decision,  the  Indian  Office  holds  that 

an  Indian  oonld  not  select  tracts  for  allotment  to  his  minor  children  after  Febmary 
28,  1891,  to  which  legal  adverse  claims  had  attached,  but  he  could  make  selections 
for  them  upon  other  land  within  said  ceded  tract  where  no  legal  adverse  claim  ex- 
isted* 

There  can  be  no  question,  I  think,  that  no  one,  whether  Indian  or 
white  man,  can  select  or  appropriate  any  part  of  the  public  domain 
**  to  which  legal  adverse  claims  had  attached"  prior  thereto. 

In  an  opinion  rendered  by  me  on  February  27, 1890,  (Press  copy,  vol. 
4,  p.  224-242)  concurred  in  by  the  Attorney-General  (19  Op.,  611),  it 
was  held  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  protect  the  Indian 
allottees  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  allotments  under  said  act  of  March 
2, 1889  (25  Stat.,  998),  and  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty  the  military 
forces  of  the  United  States  may,  if  necessary,  be  employed  by  the 
President  for  their  protection. 
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But  it  is  eqnally  trne  that  it  is  the  daty  of  the  Department  to  see 
that  the  legal  adverse  claims  of  bona  fide  settlers  upon  the  ceded  tract 
shaU  be  protected,  and  that  the  selections  for  the  Indian  children  shall 
be  made  upon  lands  subject  thereto,  which  have  not  already  been  le- 
gally appropriated.  It  would  seem  almost  a  waste  of  time  to  cite  au- 
thority for  so  plain  a  proposition.  Reference,  however,  may  be  made  to 
the  following  cases :  Wilcox  v.  Jackson,  13  Peters,  498-513 ;  Leaven- 
worth R.  R.  Co.  V.  United  States,  92  TJ.  S.,  733-745 ;  Hastings  E.  R. 
Co.  V.  Whitney,  132  U.  S.,  357-360 ;  Opinion  of  Attomey-Cteneral  Mac- 
Veigh,  17  Op.,  160. 

No  good  reason  is  shown  why  the  treaty  obligations  and  agreements 
with  the  Sioux  Nation  of  Indians  may  not  be  fully  executed  without 
disturbing  any  <<  legal  adverse  claim."  I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion, 
and  so  advise  yon,  that  said  question  must  be  answered  in  the  negative. 


PRACTICE-APPKAL— TIMBER  CTTLTTTRE— AGENT. 

Addis  v.  Bloweb. 

A  specification  of  error  on  appeal  to  the  Department  is  sufficient  to  secnre  considera- 
tion where  reference  is  made  therein  to  the  specifications  filed  on  appeal  from 
the  local  office,  as  the  gronnds  for  the  farther  appeal,  and  the  assignment  of 
error  in  the  first  instance  is  concise  and  explicit. 

The  planting  of  trees  should  be  done  when  the  groand  is  in  sach  condition  as  wiU, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  favorable  to  their  growth. 

Sowing  tree  seeds  broad  cast  cannot  be  accepted  as  in  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  timber  culture  law. 

One  who  entrusts  the  care  of  a  timber  culture  claim  to  an  agent  is  reeposible  for  the 
negligence  of  his  representative  in  failing  to  comply  with  the  law. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  May  9, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Albert  E.  Addis  v.  John  J.  Blower,  in- 
volving the  latter's  timber  culture  entry,  No.  4224,  for  the  NW.  J,  Sec. 
12,  T.  25  S.,  B.  36  W.,  Garden  Oity,  Kansas,  land  district,  on  appeal  by 
Blower  from  your  decision  of  October  18, 1889. 

He  made  entry  of  above  tract  November,  11, 1881.  On  the  7th  of 
December,  1886,  Addis  filed  a  contest  against  said  entry,  setting  up 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  comply  with  the  timber  culture 
law,  in  that  there  were  no  trees  growing  on  said  1  and  at  that  time. 

A  hearing  was  set  for  July  9,  1887,  when  the  parties  appeared,  and 
the  trial  took  place.  On  the  9th  of  February,  1888,  the  local  officers 
considering  the  evidence  held  that  the  defendant's  entry  should  be 
canceled.  February  24, 1888,  he  appealed  from  this  decision  to  your 
office,  where  you  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  local  officers  as  afore- 
said. 
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The  plaintiff  now  moves  that  the  defendant's  appeal  to  this  Depart- 
ment be  dismissed,  ^'  becaase  said  alleged  appeal  does  not  set  out  or 
allege  that  error  was  made  by  the  Honorable  Commissioner  in  affirm- 
ing the  decision  of  the  local  office."  It  is  true  that  rule  88  requires  the 
appellant,  in  giving  notice  of  appeal,  to  file  a  specification  of  errors, 
<'  which  specification  shall  clearly  and  concisely  designate  the  errors  of 
which  he  complains."  In  his  appeal  from  the  local  office  to  your  office, 
the  appellant  complied  with  this  i-nle,  and  in  his  notice  of  appeal  to 
this  Department,  referred  to  such  specification  of  error  as  constituting 
the  grounds  of  his  further  appeal.  I  am  inclined  to  hold  such  refer- 
ence a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  rule  to  entitle  the  appellant  to 
have  his  appeal  considered  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  I  have  there- 
fore carefully  examined  the  evidence  therein.  It  shows  that  the  tim- 
ber culture  law  has  not  been  complied  with,  and  that  five  years  after 
the  defendant  made  his  entry  for  the  land  in  question^  there  were  no 
trees  growing  thereon. 

The  testimony  of  the  defendant  discloses  that  he  gave  instructions 
and  paid  for  having  the  timber  culture  law  complied  with,  but  the 
agents  employed  by  him  did  not  properly  perform  the  work,  and  not 
nntil  the  summer  of  1886  was  any  effort  made  to  grow  trees  on  any  part 
of  said  entry.  At  that  time,  the  land  was  not  in  fit  condition,  and  the 
seed  sowing  was  not  properly  done. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  this  Department  that  the  planting  of 
trees  should  be  done  when  the  ground  is  in  such  condition  as  will, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  favorable  to  their  growth.  Oaviness 
V,  Harrah  (4  L.  D.,  174) ;  Anderson  v.  Hamilton  (5  L.  D.,  363).  Sowing 
tree  seeds  broadcast,  as  was  done  in  this  case,  can  not  be  held  in  com- 
pliance with  the  law,  as  it  renders  cultivation  impracticable.  Hunter 
V.  Orr  (5  L.  D.,  8). 

The  allegation  of  the  defendant,  and  his  attempt  to  show  that  the 
plaintiff  was  his  agent  and  had  neglected  to  do  that  which  he  was  em- 
ployed to  perform,  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  succeed  in  his  contest, 
as  that  would  permit  him  to  take  advantage  of  his  own  wrong,  is  not 
sustained  by  the  evidence.  All  that  the  evidence  establishes  on  this 
point  is  that  the  plaintiff  was  working  by  the  month  for  the  defendant's 
agent,  as  an  ordinary  farm  hand,  and  that  he  did  such  work  as  his  em- 
ployer directed,  some  of  which  was  performed  upon  the  land  in  ques- 
tion. This  did  not  constitute  him  the  agent  of  the  defendant  under 
any  rule  that  I  am  familiar  with. 

While  the  defendant  may  not  be  personally  guilty  of  any  bad  faith 
in  the  matter,  yet  he  entrusted  the  care  of  his  claim  to  an  agent  and  is 
responsible  for  the  negligence  of  his  representative  in  failing  to  comply 
with  the  law,  and  must  take  the  consequences.  Davies  v.  Killgore,  11 
L.  D.,  161 5  Olson  v.  Warford,  11  L.  D.,  289. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is,  therefore,  affirmed. 
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CONTEST— TAXATION  OF  COSTS. 

Ghables  GANDELL  ET  AL. 

The  cost  of  reducing  the  testimony  to  writing  in  contest  oases  is  legally  tasiable  at 
fifteen  cents  per  hundred  words,  except  in  States  and  Territories  where  a  higher 
rate  is  fixed,  and  the  fact  that  the  actual  expense  of  the  clerical  service  in 
such  matter  amounts  to  less  than  the  rate  authorized,  does  not  warrant  the  local 
office  in  taxing  such  costs  at  a  rate  based  on  the  actual  expense. 

First  Assisstaiit  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oonimissioner  to  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office,  May  9, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Gharles  Gandell,  Outline  Townsite 
Companies  and  others,  from  your  decision  of  March  7, 1890,  sustaining 
the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver  in  overruling  their  several  mo- 
tions for  retaxation  of  costs  in  certain  contest  cases. 

The  costs  here  complained  of  were  taxed  in  the  contest  cases  of  Gan- 
dell  V.  Brown,  the  townsite  settlers  of  Guthrie,  East  Guthrie,  Capitol 
Hill  and  North  Guthrie  against  various  homestead  settlers  on  lands 
situate  in  the  Guthrie,  Oklahoma  Territory,  land  district. 

The  several  cases  have  been  consolidated,  and  come  to  the  Depart- 
ment upon  joint  appeal.    They  involve  the  same  issue. 

It  appears  by  the  record  that  the  local  officers  taxed  to  the  parties  to 
these  contests,  the  legal  fees  for  reducing  the  testimony  to  writing. 
There  is  no  complaint  about  the  computation.  It  is  admitted  to  be  cor- 
rect at  the  rate  of  fifteen  cents  per  hundred  words. 

It  is  shown  that  the  testimony  was  taken  by  stenographers,  and  type- 
written, and  there  is  no  claim  that  this  was  not  carefully  and  faithfolly 
done.  It  is  shown  that  the  salaries  of  the  register  and  receiver  are  up 
to  the  maximum,  and  that  they  are  therefore  entitled  to  no  part  of 
these  fees  ^  that  they  employed  persons  to  do  .this  work  by  the  day,  and 
that  after  paying  the  persons  so  employed,  there  was  an  excess  of  tees 
collected  over  actual  cost,  amounting  to  $490.58. 

The  (nine)  attorneys  of  the  parties  join  in  claiming  that  the  amount 
so  collected  over  and  above  the  actual  expense  of  reducing  the  testi- 
mony to  writing  is  without  warrant  of  law,  and  they  say  it  ^'  is  an  ex- 
tortion of  an  unjust  tax  which  (is)  unauthorized  by  law  and  wjiich  goes 
to  swell  an  already  dangerous  surplus  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States." 

The  statute  (Paragraph  10  of  Sect.  2238  B.  S.)  fixes  the  rate  to  be 
charged  at  fifteen  cents  per  one  hundred  words  for  reducing  to  writing 
the  testimony  '<  for  claimants  in  establishing  pre-emption  and  homestead 
rights."  The  statute  does  not  mention  contests,  and  the  fees  for  reduc- 
ing testimony  to  writing  in  contest  cases  is  not  specially  provided  for 
by  statute,  but  contest  cases  often  involve  homestead  and  pre-emption 
rights,  and  it  has  been  the  rule,  long  established,  that  contest  cases 
came  under  this  section  of  the  statute. 
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By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  4,  1886,  (24  Stat.,  239) 

All  feefi  collected  by  registers  and  receivers  from  any  source  whatever  which  would 
increase  their  salaries  beyond  three  thousand  dollars  each  year  .shall  bo  covered  into 
the  treasury  except  only  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  actual  cost  of  clerical 
services  employed  exclusively  in  contest  cases,  etc. 

It  is  quite  clear  that  Oougress  contemplated  a  <<  condition  "  in  which 
the  legal  fees  would  be  in  excess  of  the  ^^  actual  cost  of  clerical  services  " 
in  contest  cases,  as  in  the  case  at  bar. 

In  pursuance  of  this  and  other  acts  of  Congress  relating  to  fees  and 
costs,  a  circular  letter  was  issued  by  your  office,  on  May  14, 1890, 
to  registers  and  receivers  of  U.  S.  land  offices,  instructing  them  to 
charge  only  fifteen  cents  per  hundred  words,  except  in  States  and  Ter- 
ritories in  which  by  law  a  higher  rate  of  fees  was  allowed  for  reducing 
testimony  to  writing.  It  authorized  them  to  employ  competent  persons 
to  i)erform  the  necessary  labor  connected  with  contests.  These  were 
to  be  paid  from  the  fees  collected,  and  registers  were  directed  at  tbe 
close  of  each  contest  to  attach  to  the  record  a  statement  showing  (1) 
the  amount  deposited  as  security  for  fees ;  (2)  the  amount  of  fees  col- 
lected ;  (3)  amount  paid  for  clerical  services ;  (4)  the  amount  returned 
to  the  depositor  ^  (5)  the  amount  of  fees  collected  and  to  be  turned  into 
the  treasury  of  the  CTnited  States. 

In  obedience  to  this  circular,  the  officers  in  the  case  at  bar  discharged 
their  duties  in  a  manner  to  be  commended.  They  secured  efficient 
clerks  to  reduce  the  testimony  to  writing,  so  that  the  actual  cost  was 
less  than  the  legal  fees.  This,  notwithstanding  no  part  of  the  excess 
could  inure  to  their  personal  benefit,  was  simply  a  business  transac- 
tion which  was  within  the  line  of  their  duty,  and  that  they  did  so  is 
not  a  matter  of  concern  to  the  parties  to  the  several  contests.  Their 
action  in  not  giving  to  the  parties  tfie  money  which  the  law  provides 
shall  be  covered  into  the  treasury  was  clearly  right.  Fifteen  cents  per 
hundred  words  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing  is  not  exorbitant. 
By  the  statute  of  Oklahoma  Territory,  notaries  public  are  allowed,  for 
taking  depositions,  twenty  cents  per  folio  (Laws  of  Oklahoma,  1890,  p. 
72). 

I  find  no  reason  for  disturbing  your  decision.  The  same  is  therefore 
affirmed. 


BAIIiBOAI>  GSANT-^BTTIiEMEirr  CJLAIM. 

SOUTHEBN  PAOIFIO  K.  B.  Go.  V.  JAMES. 

A  claim  of  a  qualified  pre-  emptor  based  on  hona  fide  residence  and  improyementsy 
existing  at  the  date  when  the  grant  becomes  effective,  operates  to  except  the 
land  covered  thereby  from  the  effect  of  the  grant. 

Actifig  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  9, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany from  your  decision  of  October  25, 1889,  and  from  your  refusal  to 
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reconsider  said  decision,  dated  January  21,  1800,  in  which  you  allow 
Evan  James  to  make  homestead  entry  for  the  N.  J,  SW.  J,  NW.  |, 
SB.  i  and  SW.  i,  NB.  i,  Sect.  29,  T.  17  S.,  R.  10  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  San 
Francisco,  California,  land  district. 

It  appears  by  the  record  in  this  case  that  the  land  in  controversy  is 
within  the  twenty  miles  limit  of  the  grant  to  the  Southern  Pacific  B.  B. 
Company ;  that  the  lands  to  which  the  rights  of  the  company  attached 
were  withdrawn  from  settlement  and  entry  on  March  22, 1867.  The 
township  plat  was  filed  June  3, 1881.  No  entry  or  filing  covered  this 
land  at  the  date  of  withdrawal. 

On  January  9, 1888,  Bvan  James  applied  to  make  homestead  entry 
for  the  laud,  and  supported  his  application  by  a  number  of  affidavits 
tending  to  show  that  at  the  time  the  company's  rights  would  otherwise 
have  attached  to  the  land  in  controversy,  it  was  settled  ui>on,  improved, 
and  in  the  occupation  of  one  Samuel  Smith  who,  it  was  claimed,  was  a 
qualified  pre-emptor. 

On  October  15, 1888,  your  oflJce  directed  a  hearing 

for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  Htatus  of  the  land  at  the  date  when  the  company's 
map  of  designated  route  was  filed    .    .     .    .     to  wit,  Janury  3,  1667. 

In  pursuance  of  this  direction,  a  hearing  was  ordered  for  May  21, 
1889.  The  railroad  company  appeared  by  attorney  and  filed  a  t>rote8t 
against  the  application.  Upon  hearing  the  testimony,  the  local  officers 
held  that  when  the  company's  map  was  filed,  the  land  was  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Samuel  Smith;  tliat  he  was  a  qualified  preemptor;  that  he 
had  valuable  improvements  thereon,  and  they  recommended  that  James 
be  allowed  to  make  entry  for  the  land.  From  this  action,  there  was  no 
appeal,  and  when  the  case  came  to  be  passed  upon  by  your  office,  yon 
affirmed  said  action.  Thereupon  the  railroad  company  filed  a  motion 
for  a  review  of  your  decision,  and  this  being  overruled,  it  appealed  from 
your  office  decision  and  your  ruling  in  refusing  to  sustain  its  motion  for 
review. 

The  testimony  is  quite  clear  and  conclusive  that  Smith  went  upon 
the  land  in  1860  and  built  a  house,  fenced,  broke  and  cultivated  a  i>or- 
tion  of  the  land,  planted  an  orchard  of  about  one  hundred  trees  in  1862. 
He  was  an  Indianian  by  birth — a  voter — had  never  exercised  his  home- 
stead right — was  married,  and  lived  on  the  land  until  1875,  when  he 
sold  his  improvements  and  claim  to  Evan  James,  the  present  claimant 

The  case  of  Buxton  v.  Traver  (130  IT.  S.,  232),  relied  upon  by  counsel, 
is  inapplicable  to  the  case  at  bar,  and  I  find  no  reason  for  disturbing 
the  well  settled  principle,  that  bona  fide  residence  and  improvements 
upon  a  tract  of  land  by  a  qualified  pre-emptor  at  the  time  the  company's 
rights  would  otherwise  have  attached  except  the  land  from  the  grant  to 
the  railroad. 

In  Victorine  v.  New  Orleans  &  Pacific  E.  R.  Co.  (8  L.  D.,  377)  it  was 
held  that  settlement,  possession  and  occupancy  at  the  time  the  rights 
of  the  company  would  otherwise  have  attachedy  excepted  the  land  from 
the  grant. 
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On  review  of  the  case  (10  L.  D.,  637)  it  was  claimed  that  Victoriue 
wasnot  an  ^^actaal  settler".  The  wording  of  the  granting  clause  of 
the  act  excepted  lands  ^^occapied  by  actual  settlers"  at  date  of  definite 
location,  and  it  was  said  in  the  latter  decision 

Tho  filing  of  a  homestead  application  or  a  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  within 
the  statutory  period  is  not  necessary  to  oonstitnte  an 'aotnal  settler' according  to 
any  definition  of  these  words  heretofore  promulgated 

While  the  statute  in  this  case  differs  somewhat  from  the  act  granting 
land  to  the  Southern  Pacific,  it  is  certain  that  an  ^< actual  settler"  has 
a  claim  and  right  as  against  any  subsequent  applicant  to  purchase  the 
land. 

In  the  case  of  the  Northern  Pacific  K  B.  Go.  v.  Potter  et  al  (11 L.  D., 
531)  it  was  held  that  possession  and  occupancy  would  except  the  land 
from  the  grant^  if  the  party  so  in  possession  had  the  right  at  that  time 
to  assert  a  claim  to  the  land  in  question,  under  the  settlement  laws. 
In  the  case  at  bar,  Smith  had  that  right.  He  was  a  qualified  entry  man, 
as  affirmatively  appears. 

In  Boss  V.  Central  Pacific  B.  B.  Oo.  (11  L.  D.,  571)  it  was  said  that 

Richard  Hamilton  had  aotnally  resided  on  the  land  nearly  five  years  occupying  it 
as  a  home  ....  and  was  hoth  a  qualified  pre-emptor  and  homesteader  .... 
The  land  had  not  been  surveyed  so  as  to  be  open  to  entry  or  filing  of  record. 
I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  Hamilton's  claim  excepted  said  S.  i  of  the  NW.  ^  from 
the  grant. 

The  granting  act  to  the  Central  Pacific  B.  B.  uses  the  excepting  words 
"granted,  sold,  reserved,  occupied  by  homestead  settlers,  pre-empted 
or  otherwise  disposed  of."  While  the  exceptions  in  the  case  at  bar,  as 
we  have  seen,  are  ^^  free  from  pre-emption  or  other  claim  or  right",  the 
latter  is  certainly  the  broader  of  the  two  expressions. 

It  is  quite  clear  that  Smith's  possession  and  occupa  ncy  excepted  the 
land  from  the  grant.    Your  decision  is  therefore  affirmed. 


BIGHT  OF  WAY— INDIAN  RESERVATION— EXECUTIVB  ACTION. 

Bayfield  Transfer  Company. 

The  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  anthorizing  a  railroad  company  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  construction  of  its  road  across  an  ludian  reservation,  pending  the 
completion  of  the  necessary  arrangements,  is  not  final  in  its  character  and  con- 
fers no  vested  rights. 

The  proyiso  contained  in  section  5,  act  of  March  3,  1675,  does  not  render  the  provi- 
sions of  said  act  generally  applicable  where  a  right  of  way  is  provided  for  under 
treaty  stipulation,  but  only  provides  that  when  by  prior  treaty,  or  act  of  Con- 
gress, a  right  of  way  with  definite  limits,  or  other  privilege,  has  been  specifically 
granted,  the  provisions  of  said  act  shall  govern  so  far  as  applicable. 

Conveyances  for  right  of  way  purposes,  executed  by  Indians  holding  nnder  patents 
in  which  the  right  of  alienation  is  limited  by  a  requirement  that  the  President's 
consent  thereto  shall  be  obtained,  must  be  submitted  to  the  President  for  his 
approval. 
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Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  May  19,  891. 

There  is  herewith  transmitted  you  a  copy  of  opinion  of  the  Assistant 
Attorney  General,  in  response  to  reference  to  him  of  your  report  as  to 
right  of  way  and  station  grounds  through  Red  Cliff  Indian  reservation, 
Washington 

I  approve  the  conclusions  of  the  Assistant  Attorney  General,  have  and 
to  direct  that  your  action  shall  be  in  accordance  therewith. 

Opinion. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Shields  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  April 

20, 1891. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  from  the 
Honorable  First  Assistant  Secretary,  of  a  communication  addressed  to 
you  by  the  attorneys  of  the  Bayfield  Transfer  Company,  in  Wisconsin, 
and  also  the  report  thereon  of  the  Honorable  Assistant  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  relative  to  a  right  of  way  and  station-grounds 
through  the  Red  Cliff  Indian  reservation,  in  said  State,  in  which  are 
stated  the  proceedings  heretofore  had  relative  to  such  right  of  way, 
and  the  request  of  the  company  "to  be  advised  what  further  papers,  if 
any,  are  necessary  as  evidence  of  the  company's  rights." 

The  reference  requests  "  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  questions 
raised  in  the  within  commuuication  and  accompanying  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs." 

It  appears  from  said  report  that  said  company,  on  January  8, 1884, 
filed  in  the  Department  due  proof  of  its  organization  under  the  laws  of 
said  State,  with  a  certified  copy  of  a  resolution  of  its  board  of  directors, 
adopted  July  27, 1883,  authorizing  the  extension  of  the  line  of  its  road 
in  a  northwesterly  direction  through  the  Bed  Cliff  Indian  reservation, 
along  the  shore  of  Bayfield  Harbor,  on  Lake  Superior,  and  distant 
therefrom  one  hundred  feet,  to  some  convenient  point  on  Bed  Cliff  bay 
for  a  distance  of  some  three  miles.  The  company,  at  the  same  time, 
filed  a  certified  map  showing  the  definite  location  of  its  proposed  road, 
after  actual  survey,  extending  3.5  miles  to  Bed  Cliff  bay  and  passing 
over  lands  patented  to  individual  Indians.  Fpon  said  map  was  also 
delineated  a  selection  of  twenty  acres  for  station  purposes  upon  land 
patented  to  John  Buffalo,  sr.,  an  Indian,  on  May  16, 1878,  under  the 
treaty  of  September  30, 1854  (10  Stat.,  1109).  The  company  requested 
that  appropriate  action  be  taken  by  the  Department  to  secure  to  it  the 
right  of  way  and  station-grounds  as  shown  upon  said  map,  through 
said  reservation,  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  said  treaty. 

On  January  14, 1885,  the  Department  authorized  the  Indian  Office  to 
issue  the  necessary  instructions  to  the  agent  in  charge  of  the  reserva- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  wishes  of  the  Indians  relative 
to  the  right  of  the  company.    (Becords  Ind.  Div.,  No.  38,  p.  370.) 
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The  Indian  agent,  on  February  6, 1885,  reported  that  the  Indians 

agreed  to  grant  the  right  of  way  through  the  portion  of  the  reservation  held  hy  them 
jointly,  and  also  through  the  tracts  patented  to  them  as  shown  in  the  memorandums 
of  agreement  herewith  enclosed ; 

that  the  president  of  said  company  made  a  verbal  agreement  with  the 
Indians  that  said  road  should  be  constr acted  to  a  point  on  said  Buffalo's 
land  before  the  next  January,  and  that  it  should  be  completed  as  sur« 
veyed  within  five  years  from  the  completion  of  the  required  papers, 
and,  in  default  thereof,  the  rights  of  the  company  in  the  lands  north  of 
the  road  actually  constructed  within  the  five  years  as  aforesaid  should 
be  reconveyed  to  the  parties  in  interest.  This  agreement  was  not  in- 
serted in  the  deed,  at  the  request  of  the  president  of  the  company,  but 
he  promised  to  execute  a  separate  agreement  containing  said  stipu- 
lations. 

It  was  further  reported  by  the  agent  that  the  boundaries  of  the  right 
of  way  had  not  been  clearly  defined  on  account  of  the  depth  of  the  snow, 
but,  accoi*ding  to  the  statements  of  the  Indians,  it  would  include  the 
government  buildings  on  the  reservation,  valued  by  him  and  a  special 
agent  of  the  Indian  Office  at  $1,645. 

The  report  of  the  Indian  Office  further  states  that  said  agreement  with 
the  Indians  stipulated  for  the  sale  to  said  company  of  a  right  of  way, 
two  hundred  feet  in  width,  across  the  unallotted  lands  in  said  reserva- 
tion, at  the  rate  of  $30  per  acre  for  cleared  lands,  and  $5  per  acre  for 
lands  not  cleared,  and  also  that  the  company  should  pay  in  addition  for 
the  government  improvements  thereon ;  that  the  <' water  line"  should 
be  the  outer  line  of  the  right  of  way ;  that  the  company  should  have 
the  riparian  rights  along  certain  lots  therein  specified,  and  that  said 
agreement  should  be  subject  to  approval  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs. 

The  report  also  shows  that  the  agreement  provided  for  a  sale  by  the 
individual  Indians  of  a  right  of  way  with  riparian  nghts  through  their 
patented  lands,  and  the  substance  of  the  stipulations  between  the  com- 
pany and  each  Indian  is  given ;  that  'Afterwards,  tiO  wit :  on  March  2, 
1885,  Mr.  Secretary  Teller  advised  the  Indian  Office  that : 

Agreeably  to  year  recommendation,  authority  is  hereby  granted  for  the  said  Bay- 
field Transfer  Railway  Company  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  said  road 
etc.  across  the  said  lands,  pending  the  completion  of  the  arrangements,  and  prepara- 
tion of  the  requisite  papers  in  the  matter,  upon  the  consent  of  the  Indians  bqing  ob- 
tained, the  filing  by  said  company  of  a  bond  with  two  approved  sureties  in  amount 
sufficient  to  indemnify  the  government  and  the  Indians,  according  to  the  terras  of 
agreement  set  forth  in  the  proceedings  of  council,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  In- 
dians and  otherwise,  as  may  be  required  by  your  office.    (lb.,  39,  p.  219.) 

The  Indian  Office  was  directed  to  prepare  a  bond  to  be  executed  by 
the  company,  which  was  done,  and  the  bond  was  returned  duly  exe^ 
cated  and  accepted  by  the  Indian  Office.  Pending  the  execution  and 
filing  of  said  bond,  the  company  requested  the  Department  to  furnisl^ 
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it  ^'  with  the  proper  instrament  or  docament"  showing  the  consent  of  the 
Department  to  said  agreements  with  the  Indians.  At  the  same  time, 
the  company  transmitted  the  form  of  a  deed  to  be  executed  by  the  In- 
dians, and  requested  information  as  to  what  the  Department  would 
consider  sufficient  evidence  that  it  ^^  recognized  the  rights  of  the  com- 
pany under  the  treaty  and  acts  of  Congress  granting  right  of  way 
through  the  reservation.'' 

The  Indian  Office,  on  June  12, 1885,  made  another  report  to  the  De- 
partment, giving  a  full  history  of  the  proceedings  in  said  case  up  to 
date,  and  stated  that,  from  the  price  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  land  and 
riparian  rights,  ^'Mt  was  manifest  that  the  acquisition  of  these  Indian 
lands  in  fee  was  desired,"  and  the  Indian  Office  recommended  that  said 
agreements  with  the  Indians  be  disapproved ;  that  said  authority  for 
the  construction  of  the  road  be  revoked;  that  said  bond  be  returned  to 
the  company,  with  the  information  that  agreements  for  ^<an  easement 
only,  through  both  allotted  and  unallotted  lands,  would  be  approved," 
and  that  only  one  hundred  feet  would  be  allowed  for  a  right  of  way,  the 
same  as  allowed  over  State  lands  by  the  laws  of  Wisconsin. 

On  June  15, 1885,  Mr.  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  considei'ed  said 
report  and  concurred  therein  that  the  company,  under  the  third  article 
of  said  treaty,  was  entitled  to  acquire  only  an  easement,  and  not  the 
fee  to  the  land;  also  that  the  right  of  way  should  be  limited  to  one 
hundred  feet;  but  no  reference  was  made  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Indian  Office  that  the  agreements  with  the  Indians  be  disapproved  and 
the  bond  returned  to  the  company.  The  Indian  Office,  however,  was 
advised  that  If  the  company,  after  notice  of  the  action  of  the  Depart- 
ment, shall  make  known  their  further  wishes  in  the  premises, 

the  qaeBtlon  as  to  the  form  of  reUnqaishment  to  be  used  by  the  Indians  coUeotively, 
and  by  the  individuals  throngb  whose  pat-ented  tracts  the  roate  of  the  railroad  may 
pass,  in  granting  the  right  of  way  soaght,  can  then  be  considered  and  adopted  if 
necessary.    (lb.,  40,  p.  321-3.) 

Kotice  was  given  the  company  on  June  18, 1885,  and  afterwards  on 
October  13,  same  year,  it  was  advised  that  when  it  signified  its  '*  willing- 
ness to  limit  its  requirements  of  right  of  way  to  the  reduced  width  above 
specified,  the  form  of  instrument  to  be  executed  by  the  Indians  would 
be  considered." 

Ko  further  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  by  the  company  until 
January  15.  1891,  when  its  attorneys  filed  the  communication  upon 
which  the  report  of  the  Indian  Office  dated  March  30,  was  made. 

It  is  claimed  by  the  company  that  under  the  provisions  of  Article  III 
of  said  treaty,  and  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875  (18 
Stat.,  482),  its  right  of  way  for  a  width  of  two  hundred  feet,  with  ripa- 
rian rights  thereto,  became  vested,  when  the  Department  authorized  it 
to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  its  road,  and  that  Acting  Secretary 
Muldrow  had  no  authority  to  change  or  modify  the  action  of  Secretary 
Teller  so  as  to  limit  the  right  of  way  to  one  hundred  feet. 
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The  Indian  Office  expresses  the  opinion  that  said  act  of  1875  has  no 
application  to  ''  these  Indian  lands,"  but  submits  the  question — 

Whether  the  right  to  coiistract  the  road  through  the  common  tribal  lands,  accord- 
ing to  and  under  the  terms  thereof  the  agreement  was  secured  to  the  oompaoy, 
and  also  whether  the  bond  given  by  the  company  to  guarantee  a  compliance  on  its 
part  with  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  was  sufficient  consideration  to  fix  and  retain 
such  right. 

The  farther  question  is  also  submitted  whether  Acting  Secretary 
Muldrow  had  the  authority  to  reverse  or  modify  the  decision  of  Secre- 
tary Teller  in  the  premises. 

With  reference  to  individual  Indian  lands,  the  Indian  Office  refers 
to  the  treaty  stipulation  with  said  Indians,  the  clause  in  the  patents 
restricting  the  right  of  alienation,  and,  without  expressing  any  opinion 
as  to  the  effect  thereof,  submits  the  case  to  the  Department  with  the 
suggestion  that  the  questions  presented  be  referred  to  this  office  *<  for 
an  opinion  thereon." 

The  rights  of  the  company  must  be  determined  by  the  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  the  Indians,  the  acts  of  Congress  and  the  executive  action 
had  in  the  premises.    (The  New  York  Indians,  5  Wall.,  764.) 

By  Article  III  of  said  treaty  of  September  30, 1854,  it  was  agreed, 
among  other  things,  that  the  patents  issued  to  the  Indians  for  their 
allotted  lauds  should  contain  <^  such  restrictions  of  the  power  of  aliena- 
tion" as  the  President  should  see  fit  to  impose,  and  that  ^^All  necessary 
roads,  highways  and  railroads,  the  lines  of  which  may  run  through  any 
reserved  tracts,  shall  have  the  right  of  way  through  the  same,  com- 
pensation being  made  therefor  as  in  other  cases." 

It  appears  that  the  patents  issued  to  the  individual  Indians  under 
said  article  contain  the  restriction  that  '^  the  said  (patentee)  and  his 
heirs  shall  not  sell,  lease  or  in  any  manner  alienate  said  tract  without 
the  consent  of  the  President." 

By  section  5  of  said  act  of  March  3,  1875,  <^  granting  to  railroads  the 
right  of  way  through  the  public  lands,"  it  is  provided  : 

That  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  lands  within  the  limits  of  any  military,  park, 
or  Indian  reservation,  or  other  lands  specially  reserved  from  sale,  unless  such  right 
of  way  shall  be  provided  for  by  treaty  stipulation  or  by  act  of  Congress  heretofore 
passed. 

The  contention  of  the  company  that  said  proviso  gives  it  a  right  of 
way  through  said  reservation  and  the  other  rights  as  defined  in  section 
1  of  said  act,  is  wholly  untenable. 

The  language  of  the  act  does  not  warrant  such  construction.  It  does 
not  say  that  this  act  shall  apply,  if,  under  a  treaty  stipulation,  a  right 
of  way  has  been  provided  for  through  an  Indian  reservation.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  proviso  states  that  the  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  lands  within 
the  limits  of  an  Indian  reservation,  ^<  unless  such  right  of  way  " — not  a 
right  of  way — "  shall  be  provided  for  by  treaty  stipulation  or  by  act  of 
Congress  heretofore  passed."    It  means  no  more,  in  my  judgment,  than 
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that  when,  by  a  prior  treaty  or  act  of  Congress,  a  right  of  way  with 
definite  limits,  or  other  privilege  has  been  specifically  granted,  the  pro- 
visions of  said  act  of  1875,  so  far  as  applicable,  may  govern. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  company  has  entered  upon  the  constrac- 
tlon  of  its  road,  and  the  agreements  entered  into  with  the  Indians  have 
never  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  fact  that 
Mr.  Secretary  Teller  authorized  the  company  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction of  its  road,  gave  it  no  vested  interest  in  a  right  of  way  to  the 
extent  claimed. 

In  the  case  of  Cherokee  Kation  «.  Southern  E^ansas  Bailway  Com- 
pany (135  IT.  S.,  641),  cited  by  counsel  for  the  company  as  authority  for 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  take  Indian  lands  for  public  purposes, 
which  is  conceded,  the  court,  in  answer  to  the  question  what  will  be  the 
condition  of  the  plaintiff  if,  upon  a  new  trial,  the  amount  of  damages 
assessed  should  exceed  the  amount  paid  into  court  by  the  defendant, — 
said: 

This  qaestion  wonld  be  more  embarrassing  than,  it  is,  if  by  the  terms  of  the  act 
of  Congress  the  tftie  to  the  property  appropriated  passed  from  the  owner  to 
the  defendant,  when  the  latter,  having  made  the  required  deposit  in  court,  is  author-, 
ized  to  enter  upon  the  land,  pending  the  appeal,  and  to  proceed  in  the  construction 
of  its  road.  But,  clearly,  the  title  does  not  pass  until  compensation  is  actually  made 
to  the  owner. 

The  compensation  provided  for  in  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  must 
be  made,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  unallotted  lands,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Department,  and,  until  the  agreements  with  the  Indians  are  duly 
approved,  and  the  compensation  paid  by  the  company,  it  has  no  vested 
right  to  the  premises. 

In  regard  to  the  individual  Indian  lands,  it  is  apparent  that  the  action 
of  the  President  must  intervene  before  any  valid  alienation  of  any  part 
thereof  can  be  made  to  the  company.  By  the  terms  of  said  treaty  the 
President  is  authorized  to  issue  patents  to  the  Indians  for  their  allotted 
lands  ^'  with  such  restrictions  of  the  power  of  alienation  as  he  may 
see  fit  to  impose."  The  patents  were  issued  with  the  restriction  that 
the  land  shall  not  be  leased  or  in  any  manner  alienated  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Any  agreement  with  the  Indians  for  the  sale  of  a  right  of  way  of  any 
width  whatsoever,  and  their  riparian  rights,  unless  with  the  consent  of 
the  President,  would  be  within  said,  restriction,  and  therefore  invalid. 
(The  Kansas  Indians,  5  Wall.,  737).  Neither  the  action  of  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Teller  in  allowin  g  the  company  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of 
its  road  through  said  reservation,  "  pending  the  completion  of  the  ar- 
rangements and  preparation  of  the  requisite  papers  in  the  matter,"  nor 
the  subsequent  action  of  Mr.  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow,  limiting  the 
right  of  way  to  one  hundred  feet,  can  in  any  wise  change  the  require- 
ments of  the  treaty. 

Besides,  the  record  shows  that  the  proceedings  before  the  Department 
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were  in  fieri  when  Mr.  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  made  the  order  lim- 
iting the  width  of  right  of  way,  and  the  company  is  now  before  the 
Department  urging  that  ''  this  transaction  (be)  closed  np  under  the 
treaty  and  agreements."  The  matter  is  still  before  the  Department,  and 
the  extent  of  the  right  of  way  over  the  unallotted  lands  is  still  subject 
to  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

If  it  be  considered  by  the  Department  that  the  public  necessity  re- 
quires that  a  railroad  shall  be  constructed  across  said  reservation,  and 
that  it  needs  a  right  of  way,  to  the  extent  of  two  hundred  feet  in  width, 
more  or  less,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  objection,  it  seems  to  me,  to 
allowing  the  Bayfield  Transfer  Bailway  Company  to  acquire  such  right 
of  way  through  the  reservation.  But  for  the  restriction  of  alienation  in 
the  patents  for  individual  Indian  lands,  the  Indians  could  dispose  of 
either  a  right  of  way  or  the  title  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of  their  lands 
to  said  company,  upon  such  terms  as  the  parties  could  agree  to.  Myers 
V.  Croft  (13  Wall.,  291.)  No  question  seems  to  have  been  raised  as  to 
the  power  of  the  Indians  to  convey  their  riparian  rights,  and  the  object 
of  the  company  in  securing  the  same,  as  stated  in  said  report,  is  <<  to 
build  np  a  large  shipping  interest  •  •  •  and  necessitating  the  erec- 
tion of  docks.''  If  the  restriction  of  alienation  be  removed  by  the  Pres- 
ident, there  would  be  no  question,  I  think,  of  the  Indians'  right  to  con- 
vey all  the  incidents  or  rights  of  ownership  which  attach  to  the  lands 
conveyed  to  them  by  the  United  States  bordering  on  the  navigable 
waters. 

The  ownership  of  land  upon  navigable  streams  is  regulated  by  the 
State  laws,  and  not  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  (Barney  v.  Keokuk, 
94  U.  S.,  324-328 ;  Packer  v.  Bird,  137  U.  S.,  661 ;  St.  Louis  v.  Eutz, 
138  U.  S.,  226-242.)  In  Wisconsin,  the  owner  of  the  bank  of  a  navigable 
stream  by  purchase  from  the  United  States,  is  conclusively  presumed 
to  be  the  owner  of  the  stream  in  front  of  his  purchase  to  the  middle  or 
thread  thereof.    (Norcross  v.  Griffiths,  65  Wis.,  599-614.) 

Since,  however,  the  relation  of  the  Indian  to  the  government  is  that 
of  a  ward,  whose  interests  the  United  States  are  bound  to  protect,  a 
careful  scrutiny  should  be  given  to  all  contracts  made  with  them  for  the 
alienation  of  their  property.  The  agreements  already  entered  into 
should  be  carefully  examined  and  if  the  Department  is  of  the  opinion 
that  they  have  been  fairly  executed  and  are  not  injurious  to  the  best 
welfare  of  the  Indians,  they  may  be  approved  and  conveyances  may  be 
duly  executed  by  the  Indians  for  a  right  of  way  and  station- grounds, 
of  such  dimensions  as  the  Department  may  decide  should  be  granted, 
and  the  same  may  be  submitted  to  the  President  for  his  examination. 
If  approved  by  him,  the  deeds  could  be  delivered  to  the  compauy  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  compensation  stipulated. 

I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion,  and  so  advise  you ; 

That  said  company  has  acquired  no  vested  right  to  construct  its  road 
through  said  reservation; 
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That  the  action  of  Mr.  Secretary  Teller  did  not  purport  to  be,  and 
was  not,  final,  and  did  not  deprive  Mr.  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  from 
taking  such  action  as  he  deemed  right  and  proper  in  the  premises ; 

That  the  action  heretofore  had  by  the  Department  will  not  deprive 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  right  to  consider  the  whole  question 
and  give  such  orders  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  Indians  and  secure  to  the  company  a  sufficient  right  of  way  and 
station-grounds  with  riparian  rights  through  said  reservation,  upon 
payment,  by  the  company,  of  lust  compensation  therefor; 

That  all  conveyances  by  the  individual  Indians  of  any  interest  in 
their  allotted  lands  should  be  submitted  to  the  President  for  his 
approval } 

That  since  it  appears  that  the  company  has  not  entered  upon  the  con- 
struction of  its  road,  and  desires  to  secure  the  riparian  rights  along  the 
lands  agreed  to  be  conveyed,  the  whole  matter  should  be  resubmitted 
to  the  Indians,  and  if  their  consent  be  obtained,  and  if  the  compensa- 
tion agreed  upon  be  fair  and  reasonable,  and  no  objection  appears  to 
allowing  a  right  of  way,  with  station-grounds  and  riparian  rights,  to 
said  company,  then  deeds  should  be  executed  by  the  Indians  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  President  for  his  approval.  The  company  should  also  be 
required  to  pay  a  reasonable  amount  for  the  right  of  way  over  the 
unallotted  lands. 


FINAL  PROOF  PROCBEDINGS-PRACTICE-SETTLEMBNT  BIGHTS. 

Bbuce  V,  Riddle. 

Id  proceedings  on  final  proof  before  the  local  office,  where  an  adverse  claimant,  who 

duly  discloses  his  interest,  applies  to  intervene,  he  should  be  made  a  party,  even 

thongh  such  action  calls  for  a  continuance  of  the  case. 
One  holding  under  an  entry  that  has  been  duly  canceled,  has  no  right  that  can  beset 

up  as  against  the  subsequent  settlement  and  entry  of  another. 
A  settlement  made  without  violence  within  the  unlawful  enclosure  of  another  is 

valid,  and  will  not  be  defeated  by  such  unlawful  occupancy. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioned'  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  May  11, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  William  P.  Bruce  v.  George  M.  Riddle 
on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  October  2, 1889,  dis- 
missing his  protest  against  the  proof  of  the  latter,  on  his  homestead 
entry  for  the  E.  i,  NW.  J  and  the  W.  J,  NE.  J  section  13,  T.  9,  R.  37  E., 
Walla  Walla,  Washington  land  district. 

On  October  24, 1883,  Riddle  made  homestead  entry  for  this  land,  and 
on  November  15, 1884,  he  made  final  proof,  against  which  Bruce  filed  a 
protest  alleging  that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  SE.  i  of  NW.  i  and  S W. 
^  of  NE.  i  of  said  section  13,  the  same  being  the  south  half  of  the  tract 
claimed  by  the  entryman.    He  averred  in  his  said  protest  that  he  had 
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purchased  the  said  parcel  of  the  land  of  one  J.  J.  Brnce  who  held  it  by 
transfer  from  one  James  H.  Kennedy  and  it  was  averred  that  Kennedy 
had  purchased  it  of  the  government  in  1872 ;  that  he  had  paid  for  it 
and  taken  £rom  the  receiver  a  receipt  for  the  pnrchase  money. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  and  testimony  was  taken  on  December  19 
and  20, 1884.  The  local  officers  decided  on  May  9, 1885  in  favor  of  the 
entryman,  and  recommended  the  dismissal  of  the  protest  and  that  the 
proof  be  accepted.    From  this  decision,  Bruce  appealed. 

It  appears  of  record  that  at  the  hearing  one  Phillip  S.  George  ap- 
peared and  asked  to  be  made  party  to  the  case,  with  leave  to  enter  pro- 
test, alleging  that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  north  half  of  the  tract  upon 
which  proof  was  being  made,  his  protest  being  in  writing  and  dnly 
verified.  The  local  officers  held  that  he  was  too  late  in  applying,  and 
lefioued  to  allow  him  to  be  made  party,  notwithstanding  this  refnsal,  he 
joined  Bruce  in  the  appeal. 

In  your  decision  of  October  2, 1889,  yon  say  ''  George  did  not  disclose 
his  interest  as  required  by  rule  102  of  practice,"  and  bis  joining  in  the 
appeal  is  treated  merely  as  surplusage.  After  discussing  the  testimony 
at  great  length,  you  find :  that  neither  Kennedy  nor  his  assignees  have 
any  right,  claim  or  title  to  the  land  in  question ;  that  the  protestant 
bought  the  S.  i  of  said  land  with  full  knowledge  of  such  fact  and  for 
the  purpose  of  speculation.  You  do  not  pass  upon  the  rights  of  George, 
but  find  that  the  land  was  subject  to  homestead  entry ;  that  George  M. 
Riddle's  entry  was  in  good  faith,  and  hold  it  intact  and  accept  his  final 
proof.    From  this  decision,  Bruce  and  George  appeal. 

When  you  state  that  George  appeared  before  the  local  officers,  and 
alleged  ''  orally  that  he  owned  the  N.  i  of  the  claim  and  offered  to  prove 
his  claim  thereto,"  I  think  you  are  in  error;  for iu  the  papers  before  me, 
which  came  from  your  office,  I  find  his  written  protest,  sworn  to  before 
the  register  on  December  19, 1884,  the  day  set  for  hearing*.  This  sets 
forth  in  detail  the  title  of  George,  from  Kennedy  who,  he  alleges,  was  a 
purchaser  from  the  government.  It  describes  the  land  specifically, 
giving  dates  carefully,  and  is  supported  by  the  deed  from  Kennedy  to 
George.  The  ground  upon  which  the  local  officers  refused  tg  make  him 
a  party  was  that  he  was  too  late.  This  was  the  only  ground  that  could 
be  tenable,  as  the  protest  fully  complied  with  rule  102  of  practice.  But 
Biddle  was  there  to  meet  objections  to  his  entry.  When  George  dis- 
closed his  interest  in  the  land,  he  should  have  been  made  a  party,  even 
if  it  had  worked  a  continuance  of  the  hearing.  Any  other  course  would 
only  result  in  a  multiplicity  of  suits.  This  being  trae,  the  case  would, 
if  such  course  seemed  necessary  for  the  presentation  of  testimony  by 
George  in  support  of  his  claim,  be  returned  for  a  further  hearing. 
George's  claim,  however,  stands  on  the  same  basis  as  Bruce's,  and  the 
saine  facts  and  no  others  exist  in  relation  to  one  as  to  the  other.  In 
view  of  this  and  of  the  further  fact  that  George  joined  in  the  appeal  to 
this  Department,  and  without  alleging  that  he  could,  if  afforded  an 


490  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

opportunity,  produce  other  or  farther  testimony,  I  have  considered  his 
claim  and  will  pass  upon  his  rights. 

Both  Bruce  and  George  claim  the  respective  tracts  of  land,  as  grantee 
of  Kennedy,  whose  cash  entry  for  the  land  involved  was  canceled  Au- 
gust 26, 1874.  Why  it  was  canceled,  does  not  appear  in  your  decision, 
and  it  is  quite  immaterial  herein,  it  being  sufficient  to  say  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  validity  of  the  Kennedy  entry  is  res  judicata. 

It  is  claimed  by  counsel  fdr  Bruce  and  George,  substantially,  that 
your  office  erred  in  not  holding  that  their  clients  were  in  quiet,  peace- 
able possession  of  this  land  under  color  of  title,  as  assignees  of  Ken- 
nedy, and  that  George  M.  Riddle's  entry  was  by  a  trespass,  and  that 
he  could  thereby  acquire  no  legal  settlement  rights.  Several  aathori- 
ties  are  cited  in  support  of  this  proposition.  I  have  examined  them, 
and  the  strongest  case  is  found  in  Wirth  v.  Branson  (8  Otto,  118-121) 
in  which  the  court  says : 

The  rale  is  well  settled,  by  a  long  coarse  of  decisions,  that  when  pabllo  lands  have 
been  sarveyed  and  placed  in  the  market,  or  otherwise  opened  to  private  acqnisition, 
a  person  who  oompUes  with  all  the  reqaiutes  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  a  patent 
in  a  particnlar  lot  or  tract  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  eqaitable  owner  thereof,  and  the 
land  is  no  longer  open  to  location.  The  public  faith  has  become  pledged  to  him,  and 
any  snbseqaent  grant  of  the  same  land  to  another  party  is  void,  unless  the  first  loca- 
tion or  entry  be  vacated  and  set  aside. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  case  at  bar  the  entry  of  Kennedy  had 
been  ^*  vacated  and  set  aside"  before  George  M.  Biddle  attempted  to 
make  entry  for  the  land.  When  the  Kennedy  entry  was  canceled,  the 
land  was  subject  to  entry  by  the  first  qualified  entryman. 

Neither  Bruce  nor  George  had  any  settlement  or  residence  upon  the 
land  ;  they  had  a  fence  around  it  and  used  it  for  grazing  cattle,  but 
were  not  attempting  to  acquire  any  title  from  the  government,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  ignored  the  laws  relating  to  public  lands  and  relied  solely 
upon  their  deeds  from  Kennedy.  Their  fence  was  around  public  land 
that  was  open  to  settlement  and  entry.  This  was  in  violation  of  law 
(23  U.  S.  Stat,  321)  and  it  should  have  been  removed  in  obedience  to 
the  proclamation  of  the  President,  of  August  7, 1885,  in  which,  refer- 
ring to  the  above  statute,  the  President  directed  the  removal  of  all 
inclosures  which  surrounded  public  lands  that  were  subject  to  entry. 

George  M.  Biddle  went  upon  the  land,  without  violence,  and  made 
settlement  and  residence  in  an  enclosure  unlawfully  surrounding  public 
land  that  was  open  to  entry.  He  sought  to  acquire  title  by  compliance 
with  the  law. 

It  was  held  in  case  of  Stoddard  v.  ]!7eigel  (7  L.  D.,  340),  followed  in 
Norton  v.  Westbrook  (9  L.  D.,  455)  that, 

A  settlement  made  withoat  yiolence,  within  the  anlawful  and  nnauthorized  enclos- 
ure of  another,  is  valid,  and  will  not  be  defeated  by  said  anlawfal  occupancy. 

In  Hudson  v.  Docking,  on  review,  (4  L.  D.,  501)  dted  by  counsel. 
Docking's  entry  was  upon  the  enclosed  lands  held  by  Hudson,  ^^  with 
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fall  knowledge  of  Hudson's  possession  and  improvements  and  of  his 
recorded  claim  "  (a  preemption).  It  appears  also  that  the  to  wnship  plat 
was  suspended,  so  that  he  was  prevented  from  *^  proving  np''  on  his 
pre-emption. 

Id  Ohristian  v.  Strentzel  (7  L.  D.,  68),  also  cited  by  connsel,  Strent- 
zel  was  in  possession  of  the  land  (lots  5  and  6)  and  had  it  enclosed. 
But  he  had  located  Valentine  scrip  on  the  tracts.  Christian  broke  his 
close  and  attempted  to  make  entry  for  the  land  or  a  portion  of  it.  It 
was  held  that  he  could  acquire  no  settlement  rights  through  such  a 
trespass. 

I  am  unable  to  see  that  either  of  these  cases  is  applicable  to  the  case 
at  bar. 

Oounsel  refer  to  a  proceeding  in  a  Territorial  court  to  foreclose  a 
mortgage  on  a  portion  of  these  premises,  and  they  claim  that  the  title 
or  claim  to  the  land  had  been  sustained  by  the  court  in  such  proceed- 
ing. This  was  an  action  brought  by  Philip  S.  George  against  E.  H. 
Biddle  and  wife,  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  made  by  the  latter  to  the 
former.  Gtoorge  M.  Biddle  was  not  a  party  to  the  suit.  The  record 
before  me  is  a  certified  copy  of  petition,  answer  and  reply,  but  does  not 
contain  any  decree  or  o^her  proceedings  by  the  court.  But,  assuming 
that  there  was  a  decree,  it  could  only  operate  upon  such  title  as  B.  H« 
Biddle  and  wife  had,  and  could,  in  no  way,  affect  the  claim  of  George 
M.  Biddle.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  detail  of  the  pleadings ; 
the  decree  of  the  court  operated  only  on  such  title  as  the  mortgage  con- 
veyed, and  could  not  affect  the  title  which  was  in  the  government  after 
the  cancellation  of  the  Kennedy  entry. 

It  is  contended  by  counsel  that  the  Land  Department  had  no  author- 
ity to  cancel  an  entry  after  final  certificate  and  payment  of  the  purchase 
money,  but  this  contention  has  been  so  frequently  decided  adversely  to 
their  claim  that  it  is  useless  to  discuss  it  here.  See  Smith  v.  Custer 
(8  L.  D.,  269)  and  cases  there  cited. 

Beferring,  with  due  deference  to  counsel,  to  the  argument  filed  herein, 
I  may  say  that  it  should  have  been  made  when  the  matter  of  the  can- 
cellation of  the  Kennedy  entry  was  under  consideration.  It  can  have 
no  application  to  the  case  at  bar. 

For  the  reason  that  the  protestants  have  no  interest  in  the  land,  their 
protests  are  dismissed.  The  proof  appears  to  be  sufficient  and  will  be 
accepted.    Your  decision  is  modified  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing. 
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PRE-EMPTION  CONTEST— RELINQUISHMENT— PAYMENT. 

Coffey  v.  Teaoy  et  al. 

An  affidavit  of  contest  alleging  that  a  pre-emptor|  after  thesabmission  of  final  proof, 
abandoned  the  land,  does  not  afford  snfficient  gronnd  to  anthorize  a  hearing,  and 
the  relinquishment  of  the  pre-emption  claim,  daring  the  pendency  of  such  aeon- 
test,  and  independently  thereof,  leaves  the  land  open  to  the  first  legal  applicant. 

If  the  record  in  final  proof  proceedings  does  not  affirmatively  show  tnat  the  claim- 
ant tendered  the  purchase  money,  on  offer  of  final  proof,  it  will  be  presumed,  in 
the  absence  of  any  showing  to  the  contrary,  that,  under  the  regulations,  such 
tender  was  duly  made. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissianer  of  the  General  Land  Of* 

fice^  May  12, 1891. 

On  April  6, 1891, 1  instracted  you  to  suspend  the  execntion  of  my 
decision  dated  March  14, 1891,  in  the  case  of  Thomas  A.  Coffey  v.  Bol- 
ivar J.  Tracy,  et  aLj  and  requested  you  to  return  the  papers,  together 
with  said  decision,  in  order  that  I  might  give  the  case  further  consid- 
eration. Under  date  of  April  10, 1891,  you  re-transmitted  the  record 
to  this  Department.  • 

I  have  again  considered  the  appeals  of  Thomas  A.  Ooffey  firom  the 
decisions  of  your  office  dated  March  12,  and  September  JO,  1889,  reject- 
ing his  application  to  make  timber-culture  entry  for  the  NE.  i  Sec  30, 
T.  33  K.,  R.  48  W.,  Chadron,  Nebraska. 

The  record  shows  that  on  February  2,  1885,  Andrew  Higgins  maile 
homestead  entry  of  the  tract  in  question.  March  27, 1885,  Bolivar  J. 
Tracy  filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  same  land,  and  alleged  settle- 
ment thereon  January  30, 1885.  January  4, 1886,  he  offered  final  proof 
upon  his  filing;  Higgins  protested  against  said  proof,  and  a  hearing 
was  had  before  the  local  office.  After  considering  the  evidence,  the 
local  officers  rendered  a  decision,  March  23, 1888,  recommending  the 
allowance  of  Tracy's  entry,  and  that  Higgins'  entry  be  canceled.  No 
appeal  was  taken  by  Higgins.  The  record  of  said  hearing,  together 
with  Tracy's  final  proof,  was  transmitted  to  your  office. 

May  10, 1888,  prior  to  the  transmission  to  your  office  of  the  record  of 
hearing  on  the  Higgins  protest,  Tracy  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest 
against  Higgins'  entry,  charging  abandonment.  The  contest  was  dis- 
missed July  6, 1888,  for  want  of  prosecution. 

November  8,  following,  Walter  C.  Brown  initiated  a  contest  against 
Higgins'  entry,  alleging  abandonment.  ' 

March  24, 1888,  Thomas  A.  Ooffey  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest  against 
Tracy's  filing,  in  the  following  language : 

Traey  has  wholly  abandoned  said  tract ;  that  in  December,  1885,  he  offered  proof 
npon  said  tract,  and  without  waiting  for  the  issuance  of  the  receiver's  final  receipt, 
left  the  claim  and  has  never  returned  to  it  since,  nor  had  improvements  made,  nor 
the  land  cultivated  by  others  for  his  benefit. 
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May  10, 1889,  a  hearing  was  had  on  said  contest,  both  parties  appear- 
ing. Tracy  moved  to  dismiss  the  contest.  June  5, 1888,  after  consid- 
ering the  case,  the  local  officers  found  for  contestant,  and  recommended 
Tracy's  filing  for  cancellation.    He  appealed  to  your  office. 

Jannary  21, 1889,  Walter  0.  Brown  filed  in  the  local  office  the  relin- 
quishments of  both  Higgins  and  Tracy  of  their  entry  and  filing  re- 
spectively, and  also  presented  his  own  application  to  enter  the  land 
under  the  homestead  law,  which  was  allowed.  Ooffey  was  notified  the 
same  day  in  writing  of  the  cancellation  of  the  claims  of  Higgins  and 
Tracy  and  of  the  allowance  of  Brown's  homestead  entry.  The  next 
day,  January  22, 1889,  he  applied  to  enter  the  land  under  the  timber 
culture  law.  His  application  was  rejected  because  of  Brown's  entry, 
and  on  January  25, 1889,  he  appealed  to  your  office,  claiming  a  prefer- 
ence right  to  enter  said  tract  by  reason  of  his  pending  contest  against 
Tracy's  filing. 

February  12, 1889,  the  relinquishments  of  Higgins  and  Tracy  com- 
ing up  for  action,  your  office  noted  the  cancellation  of  said  filing  and 
entary  and  closed  the  three  contests  of  Tracy  v.  Higgins,  Higgins  v. 
Tracy,  and  Brown  v.  Higgins. 

March  12, 1889,  your  office,  considering  the  case  of  Ooffey  v.  Tracy, 
dismissed  Coffey's  contest,  and  held  that  he  could  have  no  preference 
right  of  entry  by  reason  of  the  same. 

September  80,  following,  your  office  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  local 
officers  rejecting  his  application  for  timber  culture  entry  of  said  tract. 
Ooffey  appealed  from  your  office  decisions  of  March  12  and  September 
30, 1889,  to  this  Department. 

He  says,  substantially,  that  your  office  erred  in  not  allowing  him  a 
preference  right  of  entry  by  reason  of  the  pendency  of  his  contest,  at 
the  time  Tracy's  relinquishment  was  filed.  The  record  is  complicated 
by  reason  of  the  number  of  entries,  filings,  applications  and  contests. 
However,  since  the  filing  of  the  relinquishments  of  Higgins  and  Tracy, 
the  controversy  has  narrowed  down  to  a  struggle  between  Ooffey  and 
Brown  as  to  who  will  secure  title  to  the  tract  in  question.  Brown  made 
homestead  entry  January  21, 1889,  the  very  day  on  which  Tracy  and 
Higgins  relinquished  their  claims  to  the  land.  It  follows,  unless  Ooffey 
has  a  preference  right.  Brown's  entry  should  prevail. 

Had  Ooffey,  under  his  contest  against  Tracy,  a  preference  right  to 
enter  the  land  when  Tracy  relinquished  his  claim  Y 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  May  14, 1880  (21  Stats.,  140),  pro- 
vides : 

In  aU  oaaes  where  any  person  has  oontested,  paid  the  land-office  fees,  and  prooared 
the  oancellation  of  any  pre-emption,  homestead,  or  timber-caltnre  entry,  he  shall  be 
notified  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district  in  which  snch  land  is  silr 
nated  of  snoh  cancellation,  and  shall  be  allowed  thirty  days  from  date  of  snch  notice 
to  enter  said  lands. 
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At  the  time*  of  Tracy's  relinqaishmeQt,  Ck>ftey  had  a  pending  contest 
against  his  filing.  It  may  be  asserted  as  the  established  rale  of  the 
Department  that  where  a  contest  has  been  properly  broaght,  a  relin- 
qnishment  will  be  construed  as  evidence  in  the  aid  of  the  suit  and  will 
not  be  allowed  to  bar  the  preference  right.  Bat  this  is  presnmptive 
merely.  If  the  contest  is  not  properly  brought,  and  is  for  that  reason 
dismissed,  no  cancellation  can  result  from,  and  no  preference  right  can 
be  gained  by,  it  Upon  relinquishment  after  such  contest  and  in  no  wise 
connected  with  it,  the  land  is  open  to  entry  by  any  qualified  entryman. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  allegations  in  Coffey's  affidavit  of  con- 
test were  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  local  office  in  ordering  a  hearing, 
as  it  was  admitted  in  said  affidavit  that  claimant  had  offered  final  proof, 
and  the  record  shows  that  final  proof  was  protested  by  Higgins,  which 
protest  had  not  yet  been  disposed  of  by  the  General  Land  Office.  The 
affidavit  of  contest  alleges  that  Tracy,  after  submitting  final  proof, 
without  waiting  for  the  issuance  of  final  receipt,  left  the  claim,  etc. 
Thus  it  appears  that  no  charge  is  made  that  Tracy  failed  to  comply  .in 
any  manner  with  the  pre-emption  law  prior  to  his  offer  of  proof,  Janu« 
ary  4, 1886. 

It  is  true  that  it  is  not  affirmatively  shown  from  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver's decision  at  the  time  Tracy  made  final  proof  that  he  tendered 
the  purchase  money  for  the  land ;  yet,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done 
so  (see  instructions,  November  18, 188i,  3  L.  D.,  188),  this  Department, 
in  the  absence  of  a  showing  that  the  tender  was  not  made,  will  presume 
that,  pursuant  to  the  rules,  it  was  made.  Having  made  his  proof  and 
tendered  to  the  local  office  the  purchase  money  for  said  land,  Tracy  was 
not  responsible  for  the  delay  of  the  local  office  in  issuing  his  final  cer- 
tificate. He  was  not  bound  to  live  on  the  land  after  proof  and  tender 
of  purchase  money,  and  his  removing  therefrom  was  not  a  sufficient  cause 
upon  which  to  base  a  contest.  (Joseph  Mitchell,  7  L.  D.,  465 ;  Beebe  v. 
Callahan,  11  L.  D.,  182.) 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  Coffey's  contest  proceedings  were  improperly 
brought,  and  that  he  has  no  preference  nght  by  reason  thereof.  The 
land  was  subject  to  entry  when  Brown  filed  the  relinquishments  of 
Tracy  and  Higgins,  and  as  he  was  the  first  to  apply,  his  entry  should 
be  allowed,  and  Coffey's  application  to  enter  should  be  rejected. 

The  Department  therefore  adheres  to  the  conclusion  reached  in  its 
decision  of  March  14, 1891;  but,  in  view  of  the  elimination  of  certain 
matters  therefrom,  said  decision  is  hereby  vacated,  and  this  substituted 
therefor. 

Your  decision  from  which  an  appeal  is  taken  is  affirmed. 
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APPBAIi--;rirRI8DICTION— rNTERLOCUTORY  ORDEB. 

Stenoien  v.  Nobthebn  Pacifio  B.  E.  Co. 

Ad  appeal  will  not  lie  from  an  interlocutory  order  of  the  General  Land  Office  that 

deprives  the  appellant  of  no  right. 
An  appeal  accepted  by  the  General  Land  Office  terminates  its  jnrisdiction  over  the 

case ;  and  it  does  not  subsequently  acqaire  jarisdictioni  on  the  withdrawal  of  such 

appeal,  in  the  absence  of  departmental  action  thereon. 
The  withdrawal  of  an  appeal  will  not  prevent  the  Department  from  considering  the 

record  and  rendering  snch  jndgment  as  the  law  and  facts  require. 

Acting  Seeretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommisaioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office^  May  12, 1891. 

By  your  letter  of  April  17, 1891,  yoa  transmit  the  papers  i*elating  to 
the  case  of  Lars  H.  StODoion  v.  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company, 
involving  the  SB.  ^  KW.  i,  and  lots  1  and  2,  Sec.  13,  T.  128  N.,  B.  35 
W.,  St.  Oload  land  district,  Minnesota,  and  reqnest  *'  an  expression 
of  opinion  by  the  Department  npon  this  question  as  well  as  for  sneh 
other  consideration  and  action  as  may  be  deemed  necessary." 

The  papers  transmitted  show  {inter  alia)  that  yonr  office,  on  Angnst 
6, 1890,  decided  said  case  adversely  to  Stenoien,  giving  him  the  right  to 
appeal  or  apply  for  a  hearing  within  sixty  days  from  due  notice  there- 
of; that  notice  of  said  decision  was  given  on  January  5, 1891,  and  on 
January  13,  Stenoien  applied  for  a  hearing  which  was  ordered  by  your 
office  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month ;  that  on  January  22, 1891,  your  office 
received  from  the  attorney  for  said  Stenoien  notice  of  appeal  from  said 
decision ;  that  on  January  24,  same  year,  the  attorney  for  said  company 
filed  in  your  office  a  motion  to  dismiss  said  appeal,^nd  also  an  answer 
to  the  same ;  that  on  January  28, 1891,  your  office  directed  that  the 
hearing  ordered  be  suspended ;  that  on  January  31, 1891,  the  attorney 
for  Stenoien  advised  your  office  tha  t  his  client  did  not  desire  that  his 
said  appeal  should  cause  him  to  lose  the  right  to  a  hearing,  and  on 
February  9, 1891,  said  attorney  *<  filed  application  to  be  permitted  to 
withdraw  Stenoien's  appeal,"  and  your  office,  being  in  doubt  as  to  the 
propriety  of  action  upon  said  case  after  the  filing  of  said  appeal,  sub- 
mitted the  matter  for  the  views  of  the  Department. 
.  The  application  of  Stenoien  to  withdraw  his  said  appeal  was  addressed 
*^To  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office."  In  it,  he  states  that  he  was  misled  by  the  state- 
ment in  your  office  decision  of  August  6, 1890,  namely : 

On  NoYember  5, 1883,  the  Northern  Paoifio  Railway  Company  applied  to  select  said 
tracts  withoat  designating  lands  lost  from  its  grant  in  lien  of  which  the  tracts  were 
sought ; 

that  he  has  now  ascertained  that  said  statement  is  incorrect,  which  he 
did  not  know  until  after  said  appeal  was  filed* 
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It  is  quite  manifest  that,  the  order  for  a  hearing  having  been  made 
upon  the  application  of  Stenoien,  he  had  no  right  to  appeal  therefrom 
and  his  said  appeal  should  have  been  refused  by  your  office.  Indeed, 
the  books  are  full  of  decisions  that  an  appeal  will  not  lie  from  an  inter- 
locutory order  of  your  office  which  deprives  the  applicant  of  no  right 
Bnle  of  Practice  Ko.  81,  4  L.  D.,  46 ;  Bailey  v.  Olson,  2  L.  D.,  40 ;  Han- 
derfield  and  O'Gonnor  v.  McEinsey,  id.,  580;  Florida  Bailway  and 
Navigation  Go.  v.  Miller,  3  L.  D.,  324 ;  Heitkamp  v.  Halvorson,  id.,  530; 
McOabe  v.  Nichols,  4  L.  D.,  94 ;  James  H.  Murray,  6  L.  D.,  124 ;  Jones 
V.  Oampbell,  et  aL,  7  L.  D.,  404 ;  Smalley  v.  Hawblits,  8  L.  D.,  372 ; 
Beeves  v.  £mblem,  id.,  444 ;  State  of  Oregon  (on  review),  9  L.  D.,  360; 
Olney  v.  Shryock,  id.,  633 ;  Anderson  v.  The  Amador  &  Sacramento 
Oanal  Go.,  10  L.  D.,  572 ;  Bowman  v.  Snii)es,  11  L.  D.,  84. 

But  while  your  office  would  have  been  fully  warranted  in  rq'eoting 
said  appeal,  yet,  having  accepted  the  appeal  without  objection,  your 
office  was  ousted  of  its  jurisdiction  and  could  again  acquire  jurisdiction 
only  by  the  action  of  the  Department.  The  government  is  a  party  to 
every  contest,  and  the  withdrawal  of  an  appeal  by  the  contestant  will 
not  prevent  this  Department  from  considering  the  record  and  render- 
ing that  judgment  which  the  law  and  facts  require.  Lee  v.  Johnson, 
116  U.  S.,  48^3 ;  Darragh  v.  Holdman,  11  L.  D.,  409 ;  Keller  v.  Boll- 
ington,  id.,  140 ;  Sapp  v.  Anderson,  9  L.  D.,  165 ;  Budolph  Wurlitsser, 
6  L.  D.,  315 ;  Ida  M.  Taylor,  id.,  107  ;  John  M.  Walker,  5  L.  D.,  604; 
W.  F.  Hawes  et  aL,  id.,  224 ;  same  on  review,  id.,  438 ;  St.  Panl  Min- 
neapolis  and  Manitoba  B'y  Go.  et  al.  v.  Yannest,  id.,  205 ;  Pederaon  «• 
Johannessen,  4  L.  D.,  343 ;  King  v.  Leitensdorfer,  3  L.  D.,  110;  MoGov- 
ern  v.  Bartels,  2  G.  L.  L.,  241. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  since  it  appears  that  the  appellant  was  misled  by 
an  erroneous  staten^nt  of  your  office  upon  a  material  fact  relative  to 
the  selection  of  said  land  by  the  railroad  company,  his  said  appeal 
should  be,  and  it  is  hereby  dismissed,  and  the  papers  remanded  with 
directions  that  the  hearing  proceed,  after  due  notice  to  both  parties* 
Upon  receipt  of  the  testimony  taken  at  said  hearing,  with  the  report  of 
the  local  officers  thereon,  your  office  will  readjudicate  the  case. 
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State  of  Louisiana  v.  MoDonogh  bt  al. 

The  lowest  point  of  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Maurepas,  as  it  now  exists,  shonld 
be  taken  as  the  star  tin  j(  point  to  determine  the  back  line  of  the  grank 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  14, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  March  20, 1891 ,  calling  attention  to  the 
decision  of  the  Department  of  January  6, 1888,  in  the  case  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  v.  John  McDonogh  eteU.  {6Ij.  D.,  473),  asking  for  a  spcK 
cific  interpretation  of  said  decision  upon  the  following  question : 
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Did  the  aforesaid  decision  fix  absolntely  the  start  id  js^  point  for  the  determination 
of  the  back  line  of  the  MoDonogh  and  Fontenot  claims  at  the  most  southern  point  of 
Lake  Manrepas,  as  it  existed  at  the  date  of  the  decision  f 

In  the  case  above  referred  to,  the  Department  held  that  the  depth  of 
this  grant  could  be  ascertained  by  finding  a  depth  eqnal  to  or  correspond- 
ing with  the  depth  of  Lake  Maurepas  from  the  river — that  is,  by  draw- 
ing a  line 

through  the  centre  of  the  grant  from  front  to  rear,  terminating  at  the  point  of  inter- 
section of  a  line  drawn  at  right  angles  thereto,  so  as  to  touch  the  lowest  point  of  the 
southern  shore  of  the  lake. 

I  find  nothing  in  this  decision  to  indicate  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Secretary  to  aathorize  an  investigation  as  to  whether  the  shore 
of  the  lake  had  been  changed  since  1769,  bat  on  the  contrary  it  seems 
to  be  clearly  indicated  that  the  southern  shore  of  the  lake  as  it  now 
exists  should  be  fixed  absolutely  as  the  starting  point  to  determine  the 
back  line  of  said  grant.  You  will  instruct  the  surveyor-general  ac- 
cordingly. 


PKE-ICMFTION  CONTEST— RKSLDENCB— SECTION   7,  ACT  OF   MABCH  8, 

1891. 

OOLBUBN    V.  PiTTMAN, 

Actnal  presence  on  the  land  is  necessary  in  the  first  instance  to  acquire  residence, 
but  continuons  presence  thereafter  is  not  essential  to  the  continnity  of  such  resi- 
dence. 

The  confirmatory  effect  of  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891,  need  not  be  invoked  where 
the  contest  against  the  entry  is  dismissed  on  the  merits. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Laiid  Office,  May  14, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Frank  J.  Col  bum  from  your  office 
decision  of  January  3, 1890,  dismissing  his  contest  in  the  case  of  Frank 
J.  Oolbnrn  v.  E.  J.  Pittman,  involving  pre-emption  cash  entry  for  the 
B.  i  of  SB.  i,  SW.  i  of  SB.  i,  and  lot  9,  Sec.  2,  T.  26  N.,  R.  42  B.,  W.  M., 
Spokane  Falls,  Washington. 

It  appears  that  on  August  4, 1885,  B.  J.  Pittman  filed  pre-emption 
declaratory  statement  in  the  local  office  for  the  tracts  described  above, 
alleging  settlement  on  the  land  on  the  same  date,  and  on  November  27, 
1886,  he  presented  proof  and  made  payment  for  the  land. 

October  8, 1887,  Frank  J.  Oolbnrn  initiated  a  contest  against  said 
entry  alleging  in  substance  that  Pittman  failed  to  comply  with  the  law 
as  to  residence  upon  and  cultivation  of  the  entry  prior  to  making  proof 
and  payment  therefor,  and  on  December  9,  following,  your  office  directed 
a  hearing  in  the  case. 

The  local  officers  found  for  the  defendant  and  your  office,  under  date 
of  January  3, 1890,  affirmed  the  decision  below. 
17581— VOL  12 32 
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The  record  sbows  that  Pittman  commenced  settlement  on  the  land 
the  same  day  the  filing  was  made;  that  he  bailfc  a  box  hoase  on  the 
same  and  lived  therein  from  August,  1885,  until  a  short  time  before  his 
marriage  in  January,  1887,  sometime  after  he  had  proved  up  and  paid 
for  the  land;  that  he  is  a  carpenter  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  the 
town  of  Spokane  Falls,  distant  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  his 
entry;  that  after  the  erection  of  the  first  house,  he  built  an  addition 
thereto,  erected  a  small  barn  or  stable,  fenced  some  four  acres  of  land, 
set  out  about  one  hundred  fruit  trees  and  planted  a  i>ortion  of  the  tract 
under  fence  with  potatoes.  It  is  further  shown  that  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  defendant  being  a  single  man  prepared  his  own  meals, 
night  and  morning,  on  his  place,  but  when  at  work  in  Spokane  Falla 
he  went  to  a  restaurant  and  got  his  dinner;  that  he  paid  for  the  im- 
provements placed  upon  the  land,  variously  estimated  to  be  worth  $300 
or  $400,  by  his  earnings  in  working  at  his  trade,  and  that  although  he 
erected  and  owns  two  or  three  houses  in  Spokane  Falls,  he  borrowed 
the  money  to  erect  the  same  and  kept  up  his  residence  and  improve- 
ment of  the  entry. 

Several  witnesses  have  testified  plainly  that  they  visited  him  quite 
often  at  his  place  prior  to  his  making  final  entry,  and  in  a  number  of 
instances  remained  over  night  with  him;  that  his  house  was  furnished 
with  a  table,  bed,  chairs,  dishes,  stove  and  cooking  utensils  necessary 
for  a  residence  on  the  land;  furthermore,  other  witnesses  testify  to  the 
drawing  of  lumber  to  build  the  house  and  bam,  the  drawing  of  rails 
and  building  of  fence,  and  the  plowing  and  planting  of  trees  and  pota- 
toes. 

The  evidence  submitted  by  the  contestant  is  of  a  very  negative  char- 
acter, uncertain  as  to  time  and  very  unsatisfactory  in  other  respects. 
It  does  not  show  that  the  defendant  ever  spent  a  single  night  absent 
from  his  entry  from  the  time  of  filing  to  the  date  of  making  final  entry, 
a  period  of  nearly  sixteen  months,  and  although  contestant's  witnesses 
claim  to  have  seen  the  land  frequently,  yet  they  testify  that  they  never 
saw  anyone  there,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  during  the  time  of 
which  they  speak,  an  addition  was  added  to  the  house,  a  bam  erected, 
a  fence  built,  fmit  trees  planted,  potatoes  planted,  a  powder-house 
erected,  rails  and  wood  cut,  lumber  drawn  upon  the  premises,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  residence  of  Pittman  on  the  land  and  the  presence  of  his 
visitors. 

A  preponderance  of  the  testimony  adduced  shows  clearly  to  my  mind 
that  Pittman  established  a  bona  ^(?6  residence  upon  the  land  soon  after 
making  his  filing,  and  notwithstanding  the  charge  and  attempt  to  prove 
abandonment  on  account  of  the  absence  of  defendant  working  at  his 
trade,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  such  absence  is  not  a  failure  to  comply 
with  the  law. 

In  the  case  of  Patrick  Manning  (7  L.  D.,  144),  it  was  held,  that  actual 
presence  on  the  land  is  necessary  in  the  first  instance  in  order  to  ao- 
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qnire  residence,  but  oontinnous  presence  thereafter  is  not  essential  to 
continuity  of  such  residence. 

The  entryman  although  not  constantly  on  the  land,  had  no  other 
home,  and  his  improvements  were  sufficient  to  demonstrate  his  good 
faith. 

The  record  further  shows  that  the  land  in  question,  on  account  of  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  town  of  Spokane  Falls,  and  its  near  proximity  there- 
to, became  very  valuable  and  on  or  about  September  27, 1887,  the  de- 
fendant Pittraan  sold  the  property  to  one  E.  P.  Hogan  for  $10,000. 

April  11, 1891,  the  transferee,  Hogan,  by  his  counsel,  filed  a  motion 
to  dismiss  the  contest  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891. 

In  the  case  of  Levings  v.  Schneider  (unreported),  under  date  of  April 
7, 1891,  counsel  for  entryman  tiled  a  motion  urging 

that  the  Department  is  without  jarisdiction  to  consider  the  case  farther  on  its  mer- 
its, on  acconnt  of  the  proyiso  in  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891. 

The  Department,  however,  finding  that  Levings'  contest  should  be 
dismissed  on  its  merits  declined  to  pass  on  the  question  presented  by 
the  motion  and  the  case  was  accordingly  dismissed. 

As  I  have  reached  a  like  conclusion  in  this  case,  after  an  examination 
of  the  evidence  presented,  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  consider 
the  motion,  but  the  contest  is  hereby  dismissed  on  the  merits. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is,  therefore,  affirmed  and  the  record  of  the 
case  returned. 


GiscuLAB  OF  Instructions  Eelatino  to  Timber  Besebvations. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  16, 1891. 
To  Special  Agents  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  attention  is  hereby  called  to  section  24  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1891,  entitled  ^'An  Act  to  repeal 
timber-culture  laws  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  reads  as  follows : 

See.  34.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  from  time  to  time  set  apart 
and  reserve,  in  any  State  or  Territory  having  public  l&nds  bearing  forestp,  (in)  any 
part  of  the  public  lands  wholly  or  in  part  covered  with  timber  or  undergrowth, 
whether  of  commercial  valne  or  not,  as  public  reservations;  and  the  President  shall, 
by  public  proclamation,  declare  the  establishment  of  such  reservations  and  the  limits 
thereof. 

To  carry  into  effect  said  provisions  it  becomes  important  to  reserve 
all  public  lands  bearing  forests,  or  covered  with  timber  or  undergrowth, 
on  which  the  timber  is  not  absolutely  required  for  the  legitimate  use 
and  necessities  of  the  residents  of  the  state  or  territory  in  which  the 
lands  are  situated,  or  for  the  promotion  of  settlement  or  development 
of  the  natural  resources  of  the  section  of  the  state  or  territory  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  particular  lands  in  question. 

In  so  doing,  it  is  of  first  importance  to  reserve  all  public  lands  in 
mountainous  and  other  regions  which  are  covered  with  timber  or  unde^r 
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growth  at  the  headwaters  of  rivers  and  along  the  banks  of  streams, 
creeks,  and  ravines,  wh^re  snch  timber  or  undergrowth  is  the  means 
provided  by  nature  to  absorb  and  check  the  mountain  torrents,  and  to 
prevent  the  sndden  and  rapid  melting  of  the  winter's  snows  and  the 
resultant  inundation  of  the  valleys  below,  which  destroy  the  agricul- 
tural and  pasturage  interests  of  communities  and  settlements  in  the 
lower  portions  of  the  country. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  the  necessary  dafea  upon  which  to  base 
recommendations  for  such  forest  reservations,  the  following  instruc- 
tions are  issued: 

Special  agents  upon  being  detailed  to  secure  the  data  in  question, 
will  proceed,  without  undue  delay,  to  make  in  the  districts  assigned  to 
them,  a  thorough  and  careful  personal  examination  of  the  public  lauds 
bearing  forests  or  covered  with  timber  or  undergrowth,  and  ascertain 
by  personal  observation  and  by  interviews  with  government  and  state 
officials  in  the  vicinity  of  such  lands,  and  with  citizens  who  have  an 
interest  in  the  public  welfare,  all  facts  pertaining  to  the  value  of  said 
forests  or  timber  lands  for  all  uses,  purposes  and  requirements.  The 
result  of  such  investigations  should  be  duly  made  the  subject  of  report 
to  this  office. 

In  submitting  such  reports  a  recommendation  should  be  made  in  each 
case  as  t)0  whether  the  lands  described  should  be  set  apart  as  a  public 
reservation,  setting  forth  in  full  the  reasons  for  arriving  at  the  con- 
clusions stated.  The  agent  should  also  in  every  instance,  so  far  as 
practicable,  procure  and  submit  with  his  report,  the  expression  of 
opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  officials  and  citizens  interviewed  by  him  rel- 
ative to  the  special  value  of  each  tract  or  area  of  land  reported  upon. 

In  recommending  reservations  of  timber  lauds,  sx>ecial  agents  should 
describe  such  lands  by  natural  drainage  basins;  and  whenever  it  is  in 
the  interest  of  the  industries  carried  on  in  the  district  to  except  any 
lands  within  said  basins  from  reservation,  by  permitting  the  timber  to 
be  cut  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  people,  such  excepted  tracts  should  be 
described  in  Land  Office  terms,  as  sections,  townships,  ranges,  etc.; 
but  when  surveys  have  not  been  extended  over  the  lands  thus  excepted, 
the  lands  should  be  described  by  natural  boundaries  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  may  be  readily  distinguished  from  other  lands  and  that 
proper  provision  for  their  survey  by  Land  Office  methods  may  be  made. 

After  making  an  examination  of  the  timber  lands  of  any  drainage 
basin  and  having  decided  to  recommend  the  same  for  reservation  under 
the  provisions  of  this  circular,  before  submitting  report  in  the  matter, 
a  notice  should  be  prepared  by  the  agent  stating  that  such  recommenda- 
tion will  be  made  to  the  General  Land  Office  and  setting  forth  a  de- 
scription of  the  basin,  together  with  a  description  of  any  public  lands 
embraced  therein  which  it  may  be  proposed  to  have  excepted  there- 
from. It  should  also  be  stated  therein  that  the  object  of  such  publica- 
tion is  to  give  timely  notice  of  the  proposed  reservation  in  order  that 
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all  parties  interested,  who  either  favor  or  oppose  its  establishment,  may 
be  afforded  dae  opportauity  to  sabmit  their  views  to  this  office,  by  pe- 
tition or  otherwise,  for  the  porpose  of  having  the  same  considered  prior 
to  the  final  establishment  of  such  reservation.  This  notice  shoald  be 
posted  in  the  Land  Office  or  offices  of  the  district  wherein  such  lands 
are  situated,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  shonld  be  published  at  least  once 
a  week  for  three  successive  weeks  in  some  newspaper  published  in  the 
county,  or  each  of  the  counties,  wherein  such  lands  are  situated;  and 
also  in  at  least  one  other  newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  the  State 
or  Territory.  If  no  newspaper  be  published  in  the  county  or  counties 
in  which  the  lands  are  situated,  then  the  publication  should  be  made 
in  a  newspai>er  published  in  the  county  nearest  to  such  lands. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  notice  of  publication  should  be  submitted  with 
the  agent^s  report,  together  with  the  affidavit  of  the  publisher  or  fore- 
man of  each  newspaper  attached  thereto,  showing  that  the  same  was 
successively  inserted  the  requisite  number  of  times,  and  the  dates 
thereof. 

Should  knowledge  be  acquired  by  the  agent  that  any  particular 
tract  or  tracts  of  public  timber  land  are  being,  or  are  likely  at  an  early 
day  to  be  despoiled  of  the  timber  which  should  be  preserved  for  climatic, 
economic  or  other  public  reasons,  and  that  the  early  reservation  thereof 
is  necessary,  the  agent  should  report  the  matter  at  once  to  this  office, 
describing,  in  general,  the  location  of  said  lands,  and  stating  reasons  for 
believing  that  necessity  exists  for  early  action.  Should  the  services  of 
a  surveyor  be  required  to  locate  and  define  by  proper  exterior  bounds 
and  lines,  any  tract  or  tracts  therein  which  should  be  excepted  from 
reservation,  he  should  submit  an  estimate  as  to  the  total  cost  of  such 
survey  and  the  time  required  to  complete  same.  Upon  receipt  of  such 
report,  proper  measures  will  be  promptly  taken  by  this  office  in  the 
premises. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  Oabteb, 

OommisHoner. 

Approved: 

Geo.  Chandler, 

Acting  Secretary. 
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TIMBER  CULTUkS  CONTEST- BREAKING  AND  PLANTING. 

FSIEL  V.  BABTLETT. 

A  timber  cnlture  contest  must  fail  where  it  appears  that  the  entryman's  failure  to 
secnre  a  growth  of  trees  is  not  due  to  his  negligence. 

The  breaking  and  planting  may  be  legally  done  in  advance  of  the  time  fixed  by  the 
statute. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Olumdler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oenerdl 

Land  Office^  May  14, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  M.  Friel  v.  George  H.  Bartlett, 
on  appeal  by  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your  oifice  of  November  4, 
1889,  involving  the  latter's  timber  cnlture  entry  No.  7873,  for  the  SW. 
I,  Sec.  24,  Tp.  125  N.,  B.  66  W.,  Aberdeen,  Dakota,  land  district. 

Bartlett  made  his  timber  culture  entry  for  the  laud  in  controversy 
September  11, 1882,  and  an  affidavit  for  extension  May  12, 1887.  On 
the  6th  of  June,  1887,  Friel  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest,  and  after  due 
and  proper  notice  to  all  parties  concerned,  the  case  was  heard  on  the 
25th  of  October,  1887. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1888,  the  local  office  rendered  a  decision 
holding  that  the  entry  should  not  be  canceled.  Tliat  decision  was 
affirmed  by  you,  as  aforesaid,  from  which  Friel  appealed  to  this  De- 
partment. 

From  an  examination  of  the  evidence  produced  by  the  claimant  upoo 
the  hearing,  it  appears  that  about  eleven  acres  of  the  laud  in  question 
were  broken  in  June,  1883.  In  the  spring  of  1884,  a  crop  of  wheat  was 
sown  on  said  land,  and  aft&r  the  wheat  was  harvested,  the  laud  was 
^^  backsef  In  May,  1885,  the  laud  was  worked  up  with  a  plow  and 
spring  toothed  harrow,  and  twenty-seven  thousand,  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  (27,750)  Cottonwood  trees  planted  thereon,  in  rows  about  eight 
feet  apart.  The  same  year,  the  trees  were  plowed  twice  through  with 
a  two  horse  com  plow. 

In  May,  1886,  where  trees  were  mtbsing,  three  thousand  (3,000)  ash, 
box-elder  and  maple  trees  were  planted,  and  the  whole  ten  acres  were 
plowed  between  the  rows  with  a  corn  cultivator.  The  summer  of  1886 
was  a  very  dry  one,  and  a  very  large  number  of  the  tree^  died  in  con- 
:sequence  of  the  drought  After  the  extension  was  obtained,  and  in 
June,  1887,  all  of  the  land,  except  where  trees  were  growing,  was 
plowed  and  put  in  condition  for  planting  again  that  fall,  and  at  tiie 
itime  of  the  hearing,  it  was  in  good  condition  for  such  planting. 

Of  the  contestant's  witnesses,  none  of  them,^  except  one,  had  ever 
seen  the  land  in  question  until  the  spring  of  1887.  The  witness  who 
had  known  the  land  for  a  longer  time  first  saw  it  in  November,  1885. 
All  of  them  admit  that  the  land  showed  evidence  of  cultivation  and 
tree  planting,  and  that  there  were  a  few  trees  growing  upon  it  at  the 
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time  of  the  hearing,  but  they  all  claim  that  at  the  time  of  the  filiug 
of  the  affidavit  of  contest,  the  land  was  very  grassy  and  weedy,  and 
that  from  appearances,  it  had  not  been  properly  plowed  and  culti- 
vated, either  before  or  after  the  tree  planting. 

The  timber  culture  act  not  only  requires  good  faith,  but  also  good 
culture.  The  good  faith  of  the  claimant  is  certified  by  his  acts  of  plow- 
ing, cropping,  tree  planting,  and  cultivation.  The  drought,  which 
destroyed  his  trees,  he  could  neither  guard  against  or  prevent ;  and 
from  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  think  that  up  to  the 
time  of  the  drought,  he  had  substantially  complied  with  the  require* 
ments  of  the  law.  After  that,  he  further  manifested  his  good  faich  by 
procuring  an  extension,  and  putting  the  ground  in  order  for  planting 
again. 

In  his  specifications  of  error,  in  his  notice  of  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  local  office,  the  appellant  insists  that  better  faith  is  required 
from  a  non-resident  than  from  a  resident.  This  position  can  not  be 
maintained,  as  the  law  does  not  require  that  the  entryman  should  be 
an  actual  resident  Good  faith  is  manifested  more  by  improvements 
upon  the  land  than  by  residence  upon  it. 

The  appellant  also  declares  that 

the  law  did  not  reqnire  but  on  the  other  band  forbid  planting  the  second  five  acres 
the  third  year. 

There  is  no  merit  in  this  point  All  that  is  required  is  that  the 
breaking  and  planting  is  done  within  the  required  time.  He  may  do 
it  in  advance  of  the  required  time,  and  the  law  will  be  satisfied.  Clark 
t.  Timm  (4  L.  D.,  175.) 

Fully  concurring  in  the  conclusion  reached  by  your  office  in  this  case^ 
I  affirm  the  dec  is  ion  appealed  from. 


1»RACTICE-REVIEW-ACT  OF  JXTCTB  3,  1878. 

United  States  v.  Montgombby  et  ai..  (on  beview). 

The  consideration  at  the  same  time  of  several  cases  that  embrace  similar  qnostions, 
and  the  promulgation  of  one  decision  covering  the  several  cases,  does  not  in  any 
manner  abridge  the  right  of  each  entryman  to  have  his  case  separately  considered, 
and  is  no  ground  for  reconsideration. 

A  question  not  raised  or  determined  in  the  decision  will  not  be  considered  on  review. 

In  determining  the  validity  of  a  timber  land  entry  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
Department  to  ascertain  whether  the  tract,  with  the  timber  removed,  is  unfit  for 
cultivation. 

Acting  Secretary  Ohcmdler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  14,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  motion  by  the  defendants^  for  a  rehearing  and 
reconsideration  of  departmental  decision  of  November  24, 1890,  in  the 
case  of  the  United  States  v.  Montgomery  et  al.  (11  L.  D.,  4S1),  involv- 
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ing  certain  timber  land  entries  in  the  Vancouver,  Washington,  land  dis- 
trict. 
The  first  reason  assigned  for  the  motion  is, 

The  decision  was  improperly  made  by  consideTing  alliihe  oases  together,  and  ren- 
dering bat  one  decision  for  aU  the  entries.  An  examination  of  each  case  should  baye 
been  separately  made  from  the  others  because  the  testimony  ovas  so  taken,  and  dis- 
closes quite  a  difference  in  the  character  of  the  soil,  its  broken  surface  and  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  the  timber  thereon,  as  well  as  the  circumstances  under  which 
each  entry  was  made. 

In  reply  I  have  to  say,  that  each  case  which  comes  l>efore  the  Land 
Department  is  determined  npon  its  merits.  In  the  present  instance 
each  entry  was  canceled  for  the  reasons  stated.  The  consideration  of 
the  various  cases  at  the  same  time,  and  the  promulgation  of  one  decision 
embracing  the  same,  was  in  no  way  a  denial  of  the  rights  of  each  entry- 
man  to  have  his  claim  considered  in  the  usual  manner,  hence  the 
decision  was  not  improperly  made,  but  it  was  a  part  of  the  administra- 
tive practice  of  the  Department,  according  to  the  best  judgment  of  the 
head  thereof. 

The  second  reason  alleged  for  the  motion  is. 

The  decision  rendered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  erroneous  in  this,  th^t  he 
held  the  lands  when  cleared  would  be  fit  for  profitable  cultivation  by  ordinary  proc- 
esses of  farming,  whereas  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1878,  the  true  and  only  question 
to  be  considered  was  this :  were  the  lands  at  the  time  they  wore  entered  chiefly  val- 
uable for  timber  and  were  they  at  that  time  unfit  for  cultivation  t 

The  decisioii  of  the  Department  was  that  the  lands  in  question  were 
not  subject  to  entry  under  the  timber  and  stone  act.  Said  act  provides 
that  lands  ^^  valuable  chiefly  for  timber,  but  unfit  for  cultivation  "  may 
be  entered  etc.  As  has  been  said  ^<  all  timbered  lands  are  unfit  for  cul- 
tivation in  their  natural  condition  "  being  thus  unfit  for  cultivation  by 
reason  of  the  timber  thereon,  the  logical  result  of  the  contention  by  the 
defendants  would  be,  that  the  Department  could  not  inquire  into  the 
character  of  the  land,  whether  it  was  actually  fit  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses and  cultivation  or  not,  provided  there  was  a  sufficient  number  of 
trees  on  the  tract  to  prevent,  or  render  it  unfit  for  cultivation,  at  the 
date  of  entry.  Such  a  construction  of  the  act  can  not  be  entertained, 
as  it  would  be  a  plain  violation  of  its  intention  and  spirit,  as  well  as  oif 
its  words. 

Two  conditions  must  combine  to  make  timbered  land  subject  to  pur- 
chase under  said  act. 

1st.  It  must  be  valuable  chiefly  for  its  timber ; 

2nd.  And  unfit  for  cultivation. 

The  absence  of  either  of  these  conditions,  excepts  the  tract  from  pur- 
chase. Then  it  becomes  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Department,  in 
each  case,  to  ascertain  whether  the  tract  with  the  timber  removed,  is 
**  unfit  for  cultivation.'^    If  it  is  not,  then  the  entry  can  not  stand. 

It  was  the  evident  intent,  as  gathered  by  this  act,  not  to  allow  land 
fit  for  agricultural  use  to  be  purchased  under  this  act.    It  is  only  such 
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roagh,  stony  or  mountainoas  tracts  as  are  unfit  for  cultivation  on  that 
aocauntj  that  may  be  so  purchased.  The  act  does  not  read  and  can  not 
in  reason  be  constraed  as  meaning  unfit  for  cultivation,  on  account  of 
the  timber  growing  thereon.  Some  of  the  most  fertile  of  the  public 
lands  are  timbered,  and  when  cleared  are  the  most  valuable  for  culti- 
vation. The  fact  t^at  Congress  connected  timber  lands  with  stone,  is 
a  sufficient  expression  of  intent  to  allow  only  such  lands  as  can  not  be 
cultivated  by  the  ordinary  methods  of  agriculture,  to  pass  under  this 

oCm 

The  rulings  of  the  Department  as  to  its  right  and  duty  to  inquire 
into  the  character  of  the  land  claimed  under  this  act,  are  too  well  estab- 
lished to  be  changed  in  the  absence  of  some  good  reason  why  snch 
change  should  be  made. 

The  third  reason  assigned  for  the  motion  is, 

The  deciBion  was  erroneous  in  this  that  the  certificates  given  to  the  persons  who 
made  the  seyeral  entriesi  were  directed  to  he  canceled  without  refunding  the  money 
paid  for  the  several  tracts  of  land,  when  the  same  were  purchased  in  good  faith. 

There  has  been  no  finding  by  any  branch  of  the  Land  Bepartment 
that  these  purchases  were  made  in  good  faith,  but  as  that  question  was 
not  raised  in  the  decision,  of  which  review  is  asked,  it  can  not  be  con- 
sidered at  this  time. 

The  motion  is  denied. 


SURVEY  OF  PUBLIC  LAJ^DS-RESURVEY. 

Instructions. 

A  resurvey  is  authorized,  at  rates  not  in  excess  of  those  provided  by  law,  where  such 
action  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  imperfect  character  of  the  work  done  on  the 
original  snrvey. 

Acting   Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office,  May  14,  1891. 

Your  letter  of  May  5, 1891,  enclosing  a  communication  from  William 
H.  Pratt,  surveyor  general  of  Oalifornia,  dated  April  21, 1891,  trans- 
mitting diagrams,  field  notes  and  other  papers  relative  to  a  resurvey  of 
townships  14  and  15  N.,  B.  10  W.,  M.  D.  M.,  California,  has  been  con- 
sidered. 

It  appears  that  Depnty  Surveyor  Brown  originally  surveyed  the  in- 
termediate or  section  lines  in  the  eastern  part  of  said  townships  in  1875, 
leaving  about  fifteen  sections  in  the  western  part  of  township  14,  and 
five  sections  in  the  western  part  of  township  15,  unsurveyed. 

Under  date  of  October  14  and  November  10, 1890,  your  office  author- 
ized the  completion  of  the  survey  of  public  lands  in  the  above  town- 
ships, and  on  January  15, 1891,  the  surveyor  general  of  said  State  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  your  office,  enclosing  one  from  Deputy  Surveyor  M. 
S.  Sayre,  wherein  he  states  that  he  is  willing  to  enter  into  a  contract  to 
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complete  sarvey  of  Tp.  15  N.,  B.  10  W.,  at  the  '^  minimam  and  interme- 
diate'' rates  ofmileage^  butdeclinei»  to  undertake  the  sarvey  of  Tp.  14 
N.y  B.  10  W.  at  the  same  rate,  alleging  that  before  it  can  be  properly 
done,  the  lines  ran  by  Brown  will  have  to  be  done  over  again  ^'  as  there 
is  little  or  no  evidence  of  its  ever  having  been  done  at  alF.  He  farther 
states  that  he  woald  not  care  to  take  the  contract  to  complete  the  sar- 
vey of  said  Tp.  14  at  less  than  $20  per  day  and  be  allowed  one  day  for 
each  nnsurveyed  mile  and  for  each  mile  resnrvey  of  Brown's  work. 

Under  date  of  January  29, 1891,  your  office  submitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment the  letter  or  report  of  the  surveyor  general,  wherein  he  states  that 
the  lines  of  survey  contemplated  in  the  last  named  township  will  pass 
over  mountains  covered  with  dense  chaparral,  difficult  to  survey,  and 
therefore  recommends  that  the  augmented  rates  named  in  the  act  of 
August  30,  1890,  (26  U.  S.,  389)  making  appropriation  for  survey  of 
public  lands,  be  allowed  for  the  survey  of  said  townships,  and  he  far- 
ther recommended,  in  order  to  complete  the  surveys  properly,  that  the 
contract  include  a  resnrvey  of  a  portion  of  the  original  Brown  sarvey. 

The  letter  of  Deputy  Surveyor  Sayre,  above  referred  to,  was  also  sub- 
mitted with  the  surveyor  general's. 

February  10, 1891,  this  Department,  in  reply  to  your  office  letter  of 
January  29,  above  mentioned,  authorized  the  survey  to  be  made,  bat 
declined  to  allow  a  resnrvey  of  any  portion  of  the  township  on  the 
showing  made,  suggesting,  however,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
examine  the  old  survey  and  have  an  official  report  before  any  attempt 
is  made  to  complete  said  survey. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  instructions,  George  S.  Fawkner,  spe- 
cial examiner  of  surveys,  made  an  examination  in  the  field  of  a  portion 
of  the  old  survey  by  Brown,  and  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  field 
notes  and  plat  of  the  retracements  submitted  by  Fawkner  in  said  town- 
ships, it  api>ears  that  with  one  exception  no  subdivisional  corners  could 
be  found,  and  that  the  only  comers  that  could  be  identified  are  on  the 
township  boundaries. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  from  the  examination  made  by  Fawkner, 
that  Sayre's  statements  in  relation  to  the  Brown  survey,  so  far  as 
examined,  are  true  and  therefore  it  will  be  impossible  to  secure  a  cor- 
rect survey  of  the  nnsurveyed  part  of  said  township,  until  a  sufficient 
portion  of  the  Brown  survey  has  been  resurveyed  to  establish  corners 
and  lines  adjacent  to  the  proposed  survey. 

The  instructions  of  the  Department  under  date  of  February  10, 
1891,  are  therefore  modified  to  the  extent  that  a  resnrvey  of  such  por- 
tions of  Brown's  work  or  lines  as  will  be  necessary  for  the  proper  begin; 
ning  and  closing  of  said  surveys  may  be  allowed.  Care  should  be 
taken,  however,  to  issue  the  necessary  special  instructions  and  restric- 
tions to  secure  as  far  as  possible  a  faithful  compliance  of  contract  at 
rates  not  to  exceed  those  provided  by  law. 
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RAILROAD  GRANT— PRIVATE  CIiAIM— SBTTLBMENT  RIGHT— AUGBK. 

SiLYA  if.  Bees  et  al. 

A  Mexican  grant  of  quantity,  within  a  tract  of  larger  area,  is  a  float,  and  the  lands 
within  sach  larger  area  are  snhject  to  the  operation  of  a  raikoad  grant,  at  the 
r  date  ifc  hecomes  effective,  except  as  to  the  quantity  that  may  be  actually  required 
to  satisfy  the  float. 

Where  it  appears  that  a  settler  is  an  alien  by  nativity,  the  burden  rests  on  those 
claiming  under  him  to  show  that  the  disqualification  in  the  matter  of  citizenship 
was  removed  during  the  existence  of  the  alleged  settlement. 

No  rights  can  be  acquired,  through  the  settlement  claim  of  ati  alien,  as  against  the 
operation  of  a  railroad  grant. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office^  May  15,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  LaariaDa  L.  Silva  v.  Daniel  Bees  and 
the  Central  Pacific  B.  B.  Oompany  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your 
decision  of  November  6, 1889,  awarding  to  the  railroad  company  the 
NW.  i  NB.  4,  N.  i  NW.  J  and  SW.  i,  NW.  J,  Sect.  27,  T.  1 S.,  B.  2  W., 
M.  D.  M.,  San  Francisco,  California,  land  district 

This  land  is  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  railroad  company, 
by  act  of  Congress,  July  1, 1862,  (12  Stat.,  489)  as  enlarged  by  act  of 
July  2, 1864  (13  Stat,  356),  The  Central  Pacific  Bailroad  Company 
being  successor  to  the  Western  Pacific  Bailroad  Company. 

The  land  in  controversy  lies  opposite  a  completed  portion  of  said  road, 
which  was  accepted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  January  21, 
1870  and  it  was  held  in  case  of  Thos.  Bees  v.  Central  Pacific  B.  B.  Co. 
(5  L.  D.,  62)  that 

the  date  on  which  the  president  accepted  the  completed  sections  of  this  road  be- 
tween San  Jos^  and  Saoramen  to  determines  the  time  when  the  line  of  said  road  was 
definitely  fixed. 

It  appears  that  at  one  time,  by  a  survey  made  by  one  Higley,  a  Mex- 
ican land  grant  known  as  the  '^  Lagnna  de  los  Palos  Colorados,"  over- 
lapped a  portion  of  t  he  land  in  controversy,  the  line  traversing  the 
tract  so  as  to  include  all  of  the  K.  ^  of  N  W.  |  and  parts  of  the  other 
two  tracts.  The  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office  August  10, 
1878,  and  a  survey  of  said  Mexican  grant  which  was  a  ^^  float '^  calling 
for  a  certain. amount  of  land  out  of  a  larger  area,  was  also  filed  August 
10, 1878,  which  showed  that  the  land  in  controversy  was  entirely  free 
from  said  Mexican  grant. 

On  July  30, 1878,  Silva  offered  to  file  for  the  land  in  controversy  but 
his  application  was  rejected. 

In  April  1883,  Bees  settled  upon  the  NE.  i  of  the  section,  and  on  the 
16th  day  of  the  month  applied  to  file  a  preemption  declaratory  state- 
ment therefor.  This  was  rejected,  from  which  action  he  appealed,  and 
your  office  sustained  the  ruling  of  the  local  office,  from  which  he  ap- 
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pealed,  aud  the  Departmeat,  September  9^  1886,  sustained  yoar  raling 
(h.  &  B.,  Vol.  58,  p.  82), 

On  May  14, 1883,  Silva  again  applied  to  file  for  the  land  in  controversy, 
and  was  allowed  to  do  so.    He  alleged  settlement  October  16, 1872. 

On  November  2, 1883,  he  gave  notice  that  he  would  make  final  proof 
in  support  of  his  filing,  on  the  16th  of  January  1884.  The  railroad  com- 
pany appeared  and  protested  against  the  same,  and  Bees  appeared 
against  both.  The  testimony  being  taken,  the  local  officers  held  that 
Silva  was  entitled  to  make  entry  for  all  the  land  filed  upon  by  him  which 
was  within  the  Higley  survey  at  the  time  the  rights  of  the  railroad 
company  attached,  and  that  the  railroad  company  was  entitled  to  the 
land  lying  without  such  survey ;  that  in  law,  the  private  grant  reserved 
the  land  from  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company. 

From  this  decision,  Silva  and  Bees  appealed,  and  on  November  6, 
1889,  your  office  held  that  the  entire  tract  passed  to  the  railroad  com- 
pany under  its  grant.  From  this  ruling,  Silva  appealed  to  the  Depart- 
ment   Bees  failed  to  appeal,  and  the  case  as  to  him  is  closed. 

The  testimony  shows  that  some  time  in  1858,  one  Harry  Hiscock 
called  ^'English  Harry"  went  upon  the  land  and  made  some  improve- 
ments. He  afterwards  sold  and  transferred  his  ^^  claim  "  and  after  sev- 
eral transfers,  it  came  to  Silva,  the  claimant,  and  his  brother.  They 
occupied  a  residence  near  the  centre  of  the  NE.|  of  the  section,  and 
claimed  a  rancho,  extending  to  certain  indefinite  boundaries  fiixed  by 
themselves  or  their  grantees,  embracing  about  450  acres  of  land.  After  i 
the  survey,  he  and  his  brother  divided  their  rancho,  the  claimant  retain- 
ing the  land  in  controveray. 

Harry  Hiscock  was  by  birth  an  Englishman,  and  there  was  no  evi- 
dence tending  to  show  that  he  ever  declared  his  intention  to  become  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  came  to  the  land,  remained  until  1867 
and  went  away.  Oounsel  say  they  are  unable  to  find  him  or  show  any- 
thing as  to  his  naturalization. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Mexican  grant,  it  being  for  a  definite  amount  of 
land  within  a  larger  area,  was  what  is  known  as  a  <^  float",  and  the  fact 
that  Higley,  by  an  erroneous  survey  ran  a  line  as  the  boundary  of  the 
grant,  could  have  no  efiect  upon  the  rights  of  the  railroad  company. 
See  United  States  v.  McLaughlin,  127  U.  S.,  428. 

In  Brady  v.  Central  Pacific  B.  B.  Go.  (11  L.  D.,  463)  it  was  held  that: 

A  Mexican  grant  of  quantity,  within  a  Iraot  of  larger  area,  is  a  float,  and  the 
lands  within  auch  larger  area  are  snbject  to  the  operation  of  a  railroad  grant,  at  the 
date  it  becomes  effective,  except  as  to  the  quantity  that  may  be  actually  reqoired  to 
satisfy  the  float. 

As  it  appears  that  none  of  Sec.  27  was  required  to  satisfy  the  ^^  float" 
in  this  case,  the  Mexican  grant  ceases  to  be  pertinent  to  the  issue. 

Oounsel  for  Silva  assign  as  error  in  your  decision  that  your  oflke 
erred  in  making  an  application  of  the  law  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  in 
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failing  to  apply  the  proper  law  to  the  facts  and  in  making  your  decision 
turn  upon  an  immaterial  and  irrelevant  point. 

I  have  carefully  considered  his  brief.  Nothing  is  claimed  from  the 
Mexican  grant.  It  is  conceded  that  the  land  passed  to  the  railroad 
under  the  act  of  July  2, 1864,  unless  prevented  by  the  settlement  and 
improvement  of  Hiscock. 

It  is  virtually  admitted  that  Hiscock  was  an  alien,  and  if  not  con- 
ceded, I  will  say  that  the  proof  clearly  shows  that  he  was  such  by 
nativity,  and  this  having  been  shown,  the  burden  is  upon  him,  or  those 
claiming  under  him,  to  show  that  he  had  at  least  declared  his  intention 
to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  This  they  have  failed  to  do, 
and  he  will  be  treated  as  an  alien. 

In  case  of  the  Central  Pacific  B.  B.  Go.  v.  Booth  et  al  (11  L.  D.,  89), 
it  was  said : 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  enlarging  act  expressly  provides  that  the  claims  which 
shall  not  be  impaired  are,  '' pre-emption,  homestead,  swamp  land  or  other  lawfnl 
claim: "  The  occupancy  of  land  by  an  alien  can  not  be  considered  a  "  lawful  claim,'' 
for  he  knows  that  an  alien  can  not  acquire  title  to  land  from  the  United  States  .under 
the  settlement  laws. 

It  was  expressly  ruled  by  this  Department,  in  the  case  of  Southern  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  Saunders  (6  L.  D.,  98),  that  an  alien  can  acquire  no  right  t'O  public  land  be- 
fore filing  declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen.  See  also  Titamore  v. 
Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  (10  L.  D.,  463). 

In  ISTorthern  Pacific  B.  B.  Go.  r.  Potter  et  al.  (11  L.  D.,  531)  it  was 
said: 

Where  possession  or  occupation  alone,  at  the  time  the  railroad  rights  attached  are 
relied  on  to  except  the  land  from  the  grant  it  must  affirmatively  appear  that  the 
party  in  such  possession  ha  d  the  right  at  that  time  to  assert  a  claim  to  the  land  in 
question  under  the  settlement  laws  of  the  United  States. 

This  principle  was  substantially  laid  down  in  Brady  v,  Central  Pacific 
B.  B.  Co.,  (11  L.  D.,  463).  It  is  aseless  to  maltiply  authorities  on  a 
point  so  clear. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  Silva's  rights  depend  apon  Hiscock's  settlement, 
excepting  the  land  from  the  railroad  grant;  without  his  settlement,  the 
railroad  company  was  prior  in  time  to  Silva  and  his  grantors.  Hiscock 
had  no  color  of  title,  and  could  not  acquire  any,  and  his  acts  in  fencing 
any  part  of  the  public  domain  were  unlawful.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  the  railroad  company  went  upon  the  land  in  fact,  or  that  it  broke 
any  close,  and  1  see  no  application  of  the  Atherton-Fowler  case  to  the 
case  at  bar. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  reason  for  disturbing  your  conclusions, 
nor  does  it  seem  that  you  misapplied  the  law  to  the  facts.  Your  deci- 
sion is  affirmed. 
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HOMESTEAD  CONTEST— DEATH  OF  ENTBTMAN— NOTICE. 

Dixon  v.  Bell. 

The  sale  of  the  land  embraced  within  a  homestead  entry  renders  such  entry  subject 
to  contest  at  any  time  after  the  £Ehct  of  sale  becomes  known. 

In  case  of  a  contest  against  the  entry  of  a  deceased  homesteader  service  of  notice 
should  be  made  upon  the  heirs  and  legal  repreeentatiTes  of  the  decedent. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral 

Land  OjgUce^  May  15,  1891. 

On  May  26, 1885,  Joseph  Ball  made  homestead  entry  of  lots  6  and  7 
and  the  B.  i  of  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  6,  T.  24  S.,  B.  26  W.,  Garden  Oity, 
Kansas.  He  died  from  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  pistol  on  Novem- 
ber 29, 1885  (not  November  27),  and  on  December  5 — seven  days  there- 
after— James  O.  Dixon  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  entry, 
alleging  that  claimant  ^^  has  wholly  abandoned  the  land ; "  that  he  died 
intestate,  leaving  no  widow,  no  children,  nor  heirs  at  law. 

Notice  was  published,  directed  to  the  deceased  entryman,  and  on 
April  9,  1886,  ex-parte  testimony  was  taken,  and  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry. 

On  January  3, 1887,  you  remanded  the  case  for  a  rehearing,  on  the 
grounds  that  the  contest  should  have  been  brought  against  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Ball,  deceased. 

March  24, 1887,  was  fixed  for  the  second  hearing. 

On  January  19, 1887,  plaintiff  filed  a  motion  to  amend  his  affidavit*, 
alleging  that  '^  Ball,  in  his  lifetime,  sold  and  relinquished  said  claim 
for  a  valuable  consideration  and  voluntarily  abandoned  the  same,"  and 
that  his  heirs  and  legal  representatives  have  failed  to  cultivate  and  im- 
prove the  land  since  his  death. 

Notice  was  issued ;  personal  service  was  had  upon  W.  H.  French, 
administrator  of  Ball's  estate.  Defendant's  attorney  appeared  spe- 
cially and  moved  to  dismiss  the  contest,  for  the  reason  that  no  service 
had  been  made  on  the  heir  at  law,  Thomasine  Warne.  This  motion 
was  overruled. 

Contestant  introduced  three  witnesses,  who  were  cross-examined  at 
length,  and  the  register  and  receiver  again  held  the  entry  for  cancella- 
tion, and,  on  appeal,  you  by  your  decision  of  October  1, 1889,  reverse 
that  judgment,  assigning  the  following  reasons  for  your  action: 

Ton  erred  in  allowing  this  contest  to  be  initiated  before  a  reasonable  time  had 
elapsed  after  the  death  of  the  entryman,  in  which  the  heirs  or  legal  repreeentatiyes 
might  comply  with  the  law  as  to  oultiTation,  etc. 

Yon  erred  in  refusing  to  dismiss  the  case  on  motion  of  the  attorney  for  the  heir  at 
law  for  lack  of  service,  which  in  the  absence  of  any  eflfort  on  the  part  of  the  attor- 
neys of  plaintiff  to  secure,  it  was  yonr  dnty  to  do. 

Yon  also  erred  in  holding  that  the  evidence  submitted  by  plaintiff  was  safBdent  to 
prove  his  allegations. 

Pixon  brings  this  appeal, 
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The  evidence  shows  that  the  entryman  had  neither  wife  nor  children ; 
he  wa«  a  native  of  England,  and  the  record  fails  to  show  that  he  had  any 
relative  in  the  United  States ;  he  died  jast  six  months  and  three  days 
after  he  made  entry  of  the  land ;  he  had  built  a  small  sod  house  thereon, 
and  broken  five  acres. 

David  Kirkendorfer  swears  that  about  September,  1885,  Ball  sold  the 
claim  to  his  (Kirkendorfer's)  brother,  for  $250;  that  he  loaned  his 
brother  a  part  of  the  purchase  money,  and  he  saw  it  paid  over  to  Ball ; 
that  he  went  with  his  brother  to  Dodge  Oity  and  got  a  lawyer  to  make 
out  the  papers  for  a  relinquishment,  also  his  brother's  filing  papers. 
These  papers  were  left  with  the  lawyer  to  be  filed  in  the  local  land 
office.  Ball  then  removed  all  his  household  goods  from  the  land,  and 
went  on  a  trip  to  California  and  retnrne.d  in  about  three  weeks. 
Nothing  had  been  done  with  the  papers  in  his  absence,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  Ball  should  repurchase  the  land,  which  he  did — paying  $215 
for  the  same.  But,  in  the  meantime,  Kirkendorfer  had  taken  possession 
of  the  place,  which  he  soon  thereafter  vacated. 

Several  witnesses  testify  that  Ball  told  them  he  had  sold  the  land. 
He  did  not  move  back  to  it  on  his  return  from  California,  but  lived 
thereafter  with  Mr.  Kirkendorfer,  the  witness  above  mentioned,  at 
whose  house  he  died. 

After  he  had  bought  back  the  land,  he  offered  to  sell  again  to  Mr. 
Dixon,  the  contestant,  for  $300. 

I  find  this  statement  in  your  letter : 

The  same  witnesses  who  testify  for  plaintiff  on  a  former  trial  that  he  had  agreed  to 
sell  for  1250,  now  walk  up  and  swear  that  he  did  make  a  bona-fide  sale. 

In  this  you  err.  There  were  three  witnesses  in  the  first  hearing — 
namely,  Arthur  D,  Smith,  James  C.  Dixon  (the  contestant)  and  David 
Kirkendorfer.  There  were  also  three  in  the  second— namely,  Henry 
Peterson,  M.  Naylor,  and  contestant ;  and  since  contestant  did  not  tes- 
tify in  either  case  to  the  alleged  sale,  your  error  is  manifest. 

Ball  sold  his  claim ;  and  the  fact  that  he  bought  it  back  can  not  ex- 
cuse the  sale,  especially  since  he  moved  his  effects  from  the  land  after 
the  sale,  and  never  thereafter  resided  in  the  house. 

When  an  entryman  has  sold  his  claim  before  final  certificate  has 
been  issued,  and  soon  thereafter  dies,  no  amount  of  cultivation  or  im- 
provements by  his  heirs  or  legal  representatives  will  cure  such  entry, 
and  a  contest  may  be  commenced  at  any  time  after  the  fact  of  such  sale 
is  known. 

I  think  the  evidence  amply  sufficient  to  sustain  the  allegations  in  the 
contest;  but,  inasmuch  as  it  does  tiot  appear  that  any  notice  was  pub- 
lished addressed  to  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  entryman,  or  that  due  dili- 
gence was  exercised  to  ascertain  the  names  and  last  known  addresses 
of  such  heirs,  if  any,  that  a  proper  defense  might  have  been  interposed, 
I  remand  the  case,  with  directions  that  contestant  be  required  to  make 
proper  service  by  publication  to  tl^e  heirs  of  Ball,  md  that  personal 
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service  be  had,  if  possible,  upon  Thomasine  Wame  and  all  other  known 
heirs,  also  the  legal  representatives,  if  any,  of  the  deceased  entryman. 
And,  if  after  such  service  and  apon  the  day  of  hearing  no  appearance  is 
made  by  such  heirs,  or  no  defense  is  interposed,  the  entry  should  be 
canceled  on  the  evidence  now  of  record.  If,  however,  the  heirs  or 
legal  representatives  interpose  a  defense,  the  evidence  should  be  taken 
de  novo^  and  again  be  passed  upon. 
Your  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 


BAIIillOAD  GRANTS— CONFLICTING  LIMITS. 

NoBTHERN  Pac.  B.  R.  Co.  V.  St.  Paul,  M.  &  M.  By.  Co. 

The  right  of  the  St.  Panl,  Minneapolis,  and  Manitoba  Ry.  Co.,  snoceasors  of  the  St. 
Paul  and  Pacific  Company,  did  not  attach  under  the  act  of  March  3,1871,  until 
the  release  required  by  said  act  was  executed. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissumer  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  16, 1891. 

This  appeal  is  filed  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Oompany  from 
the  decision  of  your  office  of  September  25, 1889,  involviog  the  qnes- 
tion  of  priority  of  right  between  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company 
and  the  St.  Paal,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway  Oompany  to  the 
SW.  i  of  the  SE.  ^  and  the  SE.  i  of  the  SW.  i  and  lots  5  and  6,  in  Sec 
11,  T.  132  K,  B.  41  W.,  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota. 

Said  tracts  are  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Bailroad  as  definitely  located  November2I,  1871,  and  within  the  granted 
limits  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway,  St.  Vincent 
Extension,  as  definitely  located  December  19, 1871. 

A  map  designating  the  general  route  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bail- 
road was  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Offiee«  and 
approved  August  13, 1870,  and  thereupon  a  withdrawal  of  lands  within 
twenty  miles  upon  each  side  of  the  road  was  made.  Subsequently,  the 
general  route  opposite  the  tracts  in  controversy  was  changed,  and  a 
map  designating  the  route  as  amended  was  filed  in  the  Oeneral  Land 
Office  on  October  12, 1870,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary,  and  a  with- 
drawal was  made  in  conformity  therewith  and  the  lands  embraced  in 
the  former  withdrawal  and  not  falling  in  the  latter  were  restored  to 
settlement  and  entry. 

The  tracts  in  controversy  were  not  within  the  first  withdrawal  of 
August  13, 1870,  but  fell  within  the  second  withdrawal  made  upon  the 
map  of  general  route  filed  October  12,  1870,  and  upon  the  definite  loea- 
tion  of  the  road  they  fell  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  said  grant,  and 
a  withdrawal  of  said  lands  for  indemnity  purposes  was  ordered  Decem- 
ber 26,  1871. 
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On  December  20,  1883,  the  Northern  Piieific  Railroad  Oouipany  ap- 
plied to  select  said  laud  as  iudemiiity  for  losses  occurring  withiu  its 
.  granted  limits,  which  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  aud  said  rejec- 
tion was  affirmed  by  your  office  by  decision  of  September  25, 1889,  iu 
which  decision  it  was  also  held  that  the  tracts  are  subject  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  grants  to  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Hallway 
Company.  From  this  decision  the  appeal  now  before  me  was  taken  by 
the  Northern  Pi^cific  Railroad  Company. 

Applications  were  made  by  several  settlers  to  enter  this  land,  subse- 
qnent  to  the  dates  wheu  the  rights  of  both  companies  attached,  but  as 
it  does  not  appear  from  the  record  that  they  are  prosecuting  any  claim 
to  the  land  before  the  Department,  it  is  unnecessary  to  consider  said 
applications. 

The  only  question  at  issue  before  the  Department  is  as  to  the  right  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  as  to  those  lands  lying  within 
the  indemnity  limits  of  said  road  which  were  withdrawn  upon  the  filing 
of  the  map  of  general  route  of  October  12,  1870.  This  question  has 
been  settled  by  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  dated  March  2,  1891, 
iuthe  case  of  St.  Paul  and  Psicific  iiailroad  Company  et  at,  v.  Northern 
Pacific  Railroiid  Company  (139  U.  S.,  1),  in  which  it  was  held  that  the 
right  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Comx)any,  the 
successors  of  the  St.  Paul  aud  Pacific  Railway  Company,  did  not  attach 
under  the  act  of  March  3,  1871,  until  the  release  required  by  said  act 
was  executed,  which  was  December  19,  1871,  and  which  was  subse- 
quent to  the  date  of  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  t  he  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company. 

Your  decision  is  reversed. 


MINERAL  LAND—TOWNSITE  PATENT— ACT  OF  MARCH  8,1801. 

Plymouth  Lode. 

Under  an  allegation,  properly  oorrobo rated,  that  a  tract,  patented  under  a  townsite 
entry,  includes  a  mine  of  valuable  ore,  aud  that  such  mine  was  well  known  at  the 
date  of  entry  and  issaanoe  of  patent,  the  Department  may  order  a  hearing  to  test 
the  trnthfuluees  of  the  charge,  with  a  view  to  subsequent  judicial  proceedings. 

Section  16  of  the  act  of  March  3,  ia91,  is  not  retrospective  in  its  operation. 

FiT9t  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  May  16,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Plymouth  Lode 
mineral  claim,  made  October  11,  1884,  by  E.  H.  Curamings  et  aly  from 
your  decision  dated  April  29,  1890,  holding  for  cancellation  said  mineral 
entry  for  conflict  with  the  prior  patent  of  the  Black  Hawk  townsite  for 
the  same  laud.  Central  City,  Colorado. 

The  record  shows  th^t  all  of  the  tract  described  in  the  Plymouth 
JxHle  claim  was  patented  to  the  Black  Hawk  townsite  on  the  25th  of 
17581— VOL  12 33 
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April,  1877.  The  lode  claim  entry  was  made  ou  October  11,  1884,  and 
ou  April  21,  I8U0,  it  was  held  for  cancellation.  An  appeal  has  been 
taken  to  this  Department,  and  the  mineral  entrymen  have  submitted 
an  affidavit  signed  by  Oscar  L.  Peers,  another  signed  by  Lewis  0. 
Snyder,  and  a  third  by  Ezra  Ene. 

The  affidavit  of  Oscar  L.  Peers  states  that  he  has  resided  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  land  since  1859,  and  has  followed  mining  and  sarveying  dar- 
ing all  of  the  period  of  his  residence  there;  that  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  Plymouth  Lode  claim  and  that  the  land  embraced  therein  *' con- 
tains a  gold-bearing  mineral  vein  or  lode."  He  also  states  that  as  early 
as  the  year  1870  and  previous  thereto  he  knew  of  said  vein  or  lode ; 
that  said  vein  was  at  that  time  well  defined  and  had  been  worked,  ore 
taken  therefrom  and  treated  at  the  stamp  mills  in  the  town  ot  Black 
Hawk. 

Lewis  G.  Snyder  swears  that  he  has  resided  at  the  town  of  Black 
Hawk  ever  since  181)0,  and  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  tract 
contained  in  the  Plymouth  Lode  mineral  claim, 

and  that  as  early  as  the  year  1866  he  person  ally  knew  said  land  to  contain  a  well- 
defined  vein  or  lode  bearing  gold  in  paying  quantities,  having  hanled  ore  therefrom 
to  the  8taniL>  mills  in  Black  Hawk  for  treatment  as  early  as  the  year  1866;  and  said 
affiant  further  states  that  said  vein  was  worked  as  a  lode  mining  claim  long  prior  to 
the  date  of  the  location  of  the  said  Plymouth  Lode. 

The  other  affidavit,  made  by  Ezra  Bue,  is  based  upon  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  the  foregoing  affidavits,  and  he  states  that  it  is  his 
belief  that  "  said  Plymouth  Lode  claim — now  located — was  known  to 
contain  a  well-defined  mineral-bearing  vein — carrying  gold  in  paying 
quantities  long  prior  to  the  date  of  the  entry  of  the  Black  Hawk  town- 
site  and  at  the  time  patent  issued  thereon.'' 

Upon  these  affidavits  the  Plymouth  Lode  claim  bases  its  application 

that  the  proper  proceedings  he  had  and  instituted  to  render  inoperative  so  mach  of 
the  townsite  patent  .  .  .  .  as  is  in  conflict  with  and  emhraced  in  said  Plymouth 
Lode  claim. 

It  is  well  settled  that  the  issuance  of  a  patent  to  the  townsite  com- 
pany deprives  this  Department  of  all  further  jurisdiction  over  the  land 
embraced  therein,  so  long  as  the  patent  remains  outstanding.  United 
States  V.  Schurz,  102  U.  S.,  378.  Since,  however,  the  application  for 
relief  and  the  affidavits  upon  which  it  is  based  charge  that  the  tract 
patented  to  the  townsite  included  a  mine  containing  valuable  ore  and 
that  this  mine's  existence  was  well  known  at  the  time  the  townsite  entry 
was  made  and  at  the  time  the  patent  was  issued,  it  is  proper  for  this 
Department  to  inquire  into  the  truthfulness  of  these  charges,  with  a 
view  of  recommending  a  suit  in  the  proper  tribunal  to  vacate  so  much 
of  said  patent  as  describes  the  lode  claim.  Bullock  et  al.  v.  Central  Pa- 
cific R.  R.  Co.  et  al.j  11  L.  D.,  590. 

In  the  case  of  the  Colorado  Coal  and  Iron  Company  v.  United  States 
(123  U.  S.,  30.7-^23),  a  bill  was  filed  to  set  aside  patents  issued  for  agri- 
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caltural  lands,  on  the  groaiid  that  it  was  known  at  the  time  of  their 
issue  that  the  lauds  contained  mines  of  coal.    The  coart  said : 

A  chauge  ia  the  oouditious  occurriug  sabseqaently  to  the  sale,  whereby  new  dis- 
ooveiies  are  made,  or  by  ineau8  whereof  it  may  beoome  profitable  to  work  the  yeins 
as  zniues,  oaQnot  affect  the  title  as  it  passed  at  the  time  of  the  sale.  The  qaestion 
mndt  be  dctermiaed  aocoL*ding  to  the  facts  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  sale.  If 
upon  the  premises  at  that  time  there  were  not  aotnal  *'  known  mines,"  capable  of 
being  profitably  worked  for  their  product,  so  as  to  make  the  land  more  valuable  for 
mining  than  for  agricnltare,  a  title  to  theiu  acquired  under  the  pre-emption  act  can- 
not be  successfully  assailed. 

There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the  principle  announced  there  may 
not  be  applied  in  this  case  where  the  controversy  is  between  a  patented 
towusite  and  a  mineral  claimant,  for  the  townsite  act,  as  well  as  the 
homestead  and  pre-emption  laws,  prohibits  the  acquiring  of  land  known 
as  mineral  land.  Thomas  J.  Lauey,  9  L.  D.,  83 ;  Pikes  Peak  Lode,  10 
L.  D.,  200. 

In  the  recent  case  of  Davis  v.  Wiebbold,  the  supreme  court  cited  the 
case  of  Thomas  J.  Lauey,  supra^  with  approval,  and  stated  that — 

Conjcress  only  intended  to  preserve  existing  rights  to  known  mines  of  gold,  silver, 
cinnabar  or  copper,  and  to  known  mining  claims  and  possessions,  against  any  asser-> 
tion  of  title  to  them  by  virtue  of  the  conveyances  received  under  the  town  site  act, 
and  not  to  leave  the  titles  of  purchasers  on  the  towusites  to  be  disturbed  by  fnture 
discoveries. 

In  3^onr  letter  of  April  9, 1891,  you  refer  to  section  16  of  an  act  enti- 
tled ''  An  act  to  repeal  timber-culture  laws,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.,  1095).  The  section  referred  to  can- 
not affect  the  case  at  bar,  for  nothing  is  found  in  the  terms  thereof 
making  it  retrospective  in  its  oi>eratious ;  besides,  the  tract  in  question 
had  already  been  patented  to  the  townsite  of  Black  Hawk,  before  the 
Plymouth  Lode  claim  was  located. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  showing  made  is  sufficient  to  warrant  a 
hearing.  You  are  the.efore  directed  to  order  a  hearing,  after  notice 
thereof  has  been  served  on  all  parties  concerned,  at  which  the  Plymouth 
Lode  proprietors  will  have  an  opportunity  to  prove  the  allegations  made 
in  their  appeal  and  affidavits  that  this  particular  mine,  at  the  time  the 
tract  was  entered  by  the  townsite  company  and  at  the  time  patent 
issued  therefor,  was  an  actual  known  mine,  capable,  of  being  profitably 
worked  for  its  product. 

After  this  hearing  has  been  held,  the  local  officers  will  re-transmit  all 
the  papers  to  your  office  together  with  their  opinion  on  the  evidence 
snbmitti'd,  after  which  you  will  consider  the  same  with  a  view  to  recom- 
mending a  suit  to  vacate  said  patent  in  m  far  as  it  describes  the  alleged 
known  mine. 

The  entry  of  the  Plymouth  Lode  claim  will  be  suspended  pending  the 
above  investigation. 

Your  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 


516  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDa 

PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM— INDIAN  LANDS. 

Mission  Indians  v.  Walsh. 

Land  included  within  the  use  and  oocapaucy  of  Indiauti  is  aotsubjeofc  to  settlement 
aud  appropriatiou  under  the  pre-emption  law. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Omeral  Land  Offleej 

May  16^  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  The  Mission  Indians  v.  John  J.  Walsh 
on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office  dated  September 
10, 1889,  affirming  the  action  of  the  local  office  and  holding  for  cauoel- 
latiou  Walsh's  preemption  declaratory  statement  for  lot  1,  NE.  ij  NB. 
i,  Sec.  25,  SB.  i,  SB.  i,  Sec.  24,  Tp.  10  S.,  E.  3  B.,  and  SW.  i,  SW. 
^,  Sec.  19,  Tp.  10  S.,  B.  4  B.,  Los  Angeles  land  district,  Oalifornia. 

Walsh  filed  his  declaratory  stiitement  for  said  tract  March  21, 1888, 
alleging  settlement  thereon  March  1, 1888.  April  25, 1888,  Indian  Agent 
Preston,  on  behalf  of  the  Mission  Indians,  filed  a  protest  against  the  al- 
lowance of  said  filing,  alleging  that  the  Indians  were  then  occupying 
said  tract,  aud  had  been  in  nninterrupted  possession  of  the  same  for 
many  years.  In  support  of  his  allegations  he  also  filed  the  joint  affi- 
davits of  Juan  Maria,  Pedro  Onlinolis,  and  Adolpho  Moro,  three  Mis- 
sion Indians. 

May  1,  1888,  the  register  referred  the  case  to  yoor  office  for  instrac- 
tions  thereou,  and,  at  the  same  time,  reported 

Although  our  records  do  not  show  that  this  tract  was  ever  included  within  lands 
reserved  for  Indians,  it  immediately  joins  lands  reserved  by  executive  order  of  Jan- 
uary 17y  18ti0,  as  the  Agua  Calieute  Indian  Reservation  which  has  since  been  revoked 
aa  to  a  portion  thereof  by  Commissioner's  letter  ''E''  of  Feby.  2,  1880.  Upon  the 
official  plat  of  Tp.  10  S.,  R.  3  £.,  S.  B.  M.,  filed  in  this  office  May  27, 18d5,  the  U.  S. 
surveyor  general  has  shown  that  a  portion  of  the  SE.  i  of  8£.  i,  See.  24,  and  £be  NE.  ^ 
of  NE.  ^f  Sec.  25,  is  covered  by  a  vineyard ;  with  these  facts  in  view  it  is  our  opin- 
ion that  the  D.  S.  of  Walsh  should  be  canceled^ 

On  May  24,  1888,  your  office  suspended  Walsh's  filing,  allowing  him 
sixty  days  within  which  to  show  cause  why  the  same  should  not  be 
canceled. 

August  10,  1888,  Walsh  filed  his  own  affidavit  corroborated  by  two 
other  persons  in  which  he  alleges 

that  said  laud  was  not  within  any  Indian  reservation  nor  reserved  in  any  manner 
from  disposal  under  the  preemption  laws  of  the  United  States  but  was  public  land 
and  open  to  entry,  and  was  so  marked  upon  the  records  of  the  Land  Office,  that 
deponent  has  settled  upon  and  improved  this  land  in  good  faith,  having  hauled 
Inmber  forty  miles  for  the  purpose  of  erectiug  a  house,  which  house  and  other 
improvements  have  cost  deponent  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 
Deponent  further  alleges  that  the  said  land  has  never  been  in  possession  of  the  In- 
dians, and  has  never  been  occupied  by  them,  and  that  the  Indians  havenerer  claimed 
said  land  or  any  part  thereof; 

He  also  alleged  that  the  tract  in  dispute  was  more  that  fifty  miles 
from  the  local  office,  and  asked  that  a  hearing  be  ordered  and  that  the 
testimony  be  taken  in  the  vicinity  of  the  laud  so  as  to  avoid  expense. 
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The  reg^ister  ordered  a  hearing  for  November  21,  1888;  testimony  of 
witnesses  to  be  taken  before  the  Deputy  Go.  Olerk  of  San  Diego  Co., 
at  Jnlian,  on  the  eighth  of  the  same  month. 

By  stipulation  of  the  respective  parties,  the  taking  of  testimony  was 
continued  to  November  21,  1888,  at  which  time  testimony  was  sub- 
mitted by  both  parties,  and  on  March  1,  1889,  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver found  in  favor  of  protestants  and  recommended  the  cancella- 
tion of  the  declaratory  statement.  Claimant  appealed  alleging  the  fol- 
lowing grounds  of  error,  viz : 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  filing,  the  records  showed  the  tract  to  be  pub- 
lic land  and  open  to  entry  under  the  preemption  laws  with  no  reserva- 
tion for  the  Mission  Indians ;  and  having  entered  upon  said  land  and 
having  made  valuable  improvements  thereon  he  was  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  law  as  a  bona  fide  settler. 

2.  That  the  Indian^  as  a  tribe  never  claimed  said  land  as  a  reserva- 
tion ;  and  that  the  only  Indians  interested  *^  as  shown  by  the  testimony 
are  Juan  Maria  and  Adolpho  More,  both  of  whom  have  homes  upon 
the  Agua  Oaliente  reservation,  and  cultivate  land  there,  only  using  the 
tract  in  question  as  a  camping  spot  in  summer." 

3.  That  the  improvements  of  said  Indians  consist  of  a  few  rush 
houses,  scattering  fruit  trees  and  vines,  and  occasionally  three  or  four 
acres  cultivated  and  that  they  having  homes  and  lands  elsewhere  are 
not  dependent  upon  this  tract  for  support. 

4.  That  the  plat  introduced  by  protestants  is  incorrect  and  was  ob- 
jected to  by  claimant. 

The  foregoing  appeal  is  supported  by  a  lengthy  argument,  and  in 
response  thereto  protestants  filed  an  answer  reciting  therein  certain 
portions  of  various  reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  re- 
lating to  the  rights  of  the  Mission  Indians  and  land  reserved  for  their 
use  and  benefit ;  and  alleging  that  although  161,402  acres  were  reserved 
by  executive  orders,  there  are  not  more  than  five  thousand  acres  of 
tillable  land,  and  that  the  best  portion  of  that  is  now  held  by  white 
trespassers ;  but  that  ^^  Nowhere  is  there  any  reserve  land  for  the  Mis- 
sion Indians  of  the  villages  of  Agua  Caliente" 

September  10,  1889,  your  office  decided  that  the  testimony  adduced 
at  the  hearing  showed  that  the  land  in  question  was  used  and  occupied 
by  said  Indians  up  to  the  time  of  Walsh's  filing,  and  that  he  admitted 
that  the  ^^  Indians  insisted  upon  using  the  land  after  he  had  filed 
thereon. '^  Therefore,  and  under  the  provisions  of  circulars  of  May 
31, 1884,  (3  L.  D.,37I)  and  October  26,  1887  (6  L.  D.,  341),  respectively, 
the  land  was  not  subject  to  filing  or  entry,  and  held  the  declaratory 
statement  for  cancellation,  whereupon  Walsh  appealed  to  this  Depart- 
ment, alleging  the  following  grounds  of  error,  viz : 

1st.  That  said  decision  is  contrary  to  and  in  violation  of  all  laws  governing  the 
disposition  of  the  public  lands. 
2.  That  it  is  contrary  to  the  evidence  in  said  case. 
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3.  That  it  is  erroDeons  in  holding  that  circulare  of  the  General  Land  Office  not 
anthorized  by  any  existing  law,  have  the  force  and  effect  of  law,  and  prohibit  entries 
of  public  lauds. 

4.  That  it  is  erroneous  in  holding  that  the  circulars  of  May  SIst,  1884,  and  October 
26th,  1887  have  any  application  to  the  case  of  Walsh ;  or  that  they  apply  to  any 
reservation  Indiaus,  Indians  for  whom  reservations  have  been  provided,  or  to  any 
Indian  who  does  not  inhabit  and  has  made  bis  permanent  home,  bouse  and  family 
on  the  land  claimed,  to  the  exclusion  of  a  home  elsewhere. 

5.  That  it  is  erroneous  in  considering  any  party  as  a  protestant  other  than  the  three 
Indiaus  who  made  the  protest. 

6.  That  it  is  erroneous  in  holding  the  filing  of  said  Walsh  for  cancellation. 

The  testimony  sabmitted  justifies  the  conclusion  reached  by  the  local 
officers  and  in  your  office,  that  this  land  was  used  and  occupied  by  the 
Indians  at,  and  for  many  years  prior  to,  the  date  of  Walsh's  settlement 
thereon  and  also  since  that  time  up  to  the  date  of  the  hearing^.  I  concur 
also  in  the  conclusion  that  the  land  was  not,  under  the  circumstances, 
subject  to  settlement  and  appropriation  nndor  the  pre-emption  laws. 
Walsh's  filing  should  not  have  been  allowed,  and  your  decision  holding 
the  same  for  cancellation  is  affirmed. 


RATLROAB  GRANT— INDEMNITY  SEI-ECTIONS. 

Southern  Minnesota  By.  Extension  Go. 

Indemnity  selections  will  not  he  approved  in  the  ahsence  of  due  specification  of  the 

losses  for  which  the  indemnity  is  asked. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  16, 1891. 

With  office  letter  of  February  26, 1890,  were  transmitted  here,  for  my 
approval,  lists  3  and  4  of  indemnity  selections,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Southern  Minnesota  Eailway  Extension  Company,  made  under  the  act 
of  July  4, 1866  (14  Stat.,  87),  granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Minnesota 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Houston,  in  the  southeastern 
portion  of  the  State,  to  the  western  boundary  thereof.  In  said  letter 
it  is  stated : 

These  selections  were  made  prior  to  the  reqnirement  of  specification  of  losses  as  a 
hasis  for  the  indemnity  selections,  and  no  such  specifi  cation  has  since  heen  filod ;  hnt, 
as  the  adjustment  shows  the  grant  to  be  deficit  more  than  1,000,000  acres,  I  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  insist  upon  such  requirement  in  this  case. 

So  far  as  my  research  has  gone,  the  specification  of  losses  has  always 
been  required  by  the  authorities  of  the  Land  Department  since  1879  as 
preliminary  to  the  approval  of  lists  of  indemnity  land,  except  when 
Secretary  Teller,  on  May  28,  1883,  dispensed  with  that  pre-reqnisite  in 
respect  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  alone,  in  the  hope  of  thereby 
expediting  the  adjustment  of  that  particular  grant  But  in  anthoriziog 
this  dispensation,  he  expressly  recognized  the  existing  rule  of  the  De- 
partment '<  requiring  preliminary  lists  of  such  lost  lands,  together  with 
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the  iDdemnity  lands,  tract  for  tract,  from  the  company  as  heretofore." 
(12  L.  D.,  196). 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  practice  theretofore,  on  An^nst  4, 1885, 
by  circular  of  the  General  Land  Office,  approved  by  Secretary  Lamar, 
it  was  directed  that  such  preliminary  lists,  specifying  the  particular 
deficiencies,  should  be  filed  in  every  case.  And  where  indemnity 
selections  had  been  made  theretofore,  without  such  specification  of 
losses,  the  register  and  receiver  were  directed  to  require  the  companies 
to  designate  their  losses,  before  further  selections  were  allowed.  (4  L. 
D.,  90.) 

Since  the  issue  of  this  emphatic  circular,  there  has  been  abundant 
opportunity  for  specifying  the  losses,  on  which  the  lists,  now  sent  me, 
are  based,  but  this  the  company  has  apparently  failed  to  do. 

I  see  no  sufficient  reason  in  the  present  case  why  the  company's  com- 
pliance with  the  plain  requirement  of  the  law  and  the  rules  of  the  De- 
partment should  be  waived  and  said  lists  approved  ^  but  many  reasons 
why  the  law  should  be  adhered  to  and  the  rules  enforced.  (Northern 
Pacific  R.  R.  V.  Miller,  11  L.  D.,  pp.  1,  428.) 

With  these  views,  I  decline  to  approve  the  said  lists,  and  herewith 
return  them  to  you  that  the  losses  may  be  specified. 


PKBEMPTTOTf  CLAIM— STATE  TTTLK. 

RiTCHEY  V.  Stephens. 

Failnre  to  file  declaratory  statement  within  the  statutory  period  forfeits  the  settle- 
ment right  in  the  presence  of  an  intervening  adverse  claim. 

A  pre-emptor  who  has  failed  to  file  within  the  period  lixed  hy  law,  can  not  be  permit- 
ted to  arbitrarily  post  date  his  settlement  in  order  to  defeat  the  intervening  claim 
of  another. 

One  holding  public  land  nnder  a  qnit -claim  deed  from  the  State  can  not  set  np  saoh 
title  to  defeat  the  entry  of  another. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  May  16, 1891. 

I  have  O/Onsidered  the  case  of  George  F.  liitchey  v.  David  Stephens, 
on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  September  24, 1889,  in 
which  you  hold  for  cancellation  his  declaratory  statement  filed  April 
23,  1887,  for  lot  No.  I  and  the  NE^  NE|  (not  the  whole  NEi,  as  you 
have  it),  of  Sec.  30,  T.  17  S.,  R.  1  W.,  Roseburg,  Oregon. 

I  have  carefully  reviewed  the  testimony  and  find  the  facts  substan- 
tially set  forth  in  your  said  office  decision.  The  land  in  controversy 
is  unofifered.  Ritchey  swears  that  he  settled  thereon  December  3, 1886 ; 
he  did  not  ^^  make  known  his  claim  in  writing  to  the  register  "  by  filing 
thereon,  until  nearly  five  months  had  elapsed  from  date  of  his  settle- 
ment, and  on  April  4, 1887,  nine  days  before  he  made  his  filing,  Ste- 
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phens  made  homestead  entry  of  the  land.  He  thus  forfeited  his  settle- 
ment rights,  by  his  laches.  The  land  belonged  to  the  governmentf 
and  he  knew,  or  might  have  known,  that  the  so  called  title  which  he 
held  by  quitclaim  deed  through  mesne  conveyance  from  the  board  of 
land  commissioners  of  the  State,  gave  him  no  right  to  the  land.  The 
act  approved  February  25,  1885,  and  incorporated  into  section  3613  of 
the  Statutes  of  Oregon  of  1887  (Vol.  2,  p.  1569),  provides  as  follows: 

All  tbe  ri^ht  and  title  of  tbe  State  of  Oregon  to  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  of 
thiR  State,  and  claimed  by  persons  wbo  have  completed  settlement  thereon  under  tbe 
provisions  of  tbe  pre-emption  or  bomestead  laws  of  tbe  United  States,  or  claimed  by 
tbeir  beirs  or  assigns,  be  and  is  hereby  granted  and  confirmed  to  sncb  claimants 
respectively. 

Section  3614  of  said  act  provides  for  the  issuance  of  quitclaim  deeds 
without  cost  to  such  claimants  by  the  board  of  land  commissioners  of 
the  State.  So  that  such  a  quit-claim  deed  is  not  only  an  evidence  that 
the  State  does  not  claim  the  land,  but  is  a  recognition  of  the  title  of 
the  United  States  in  the  land  therein  described. 

Eitchey  obtained  a  quit-claim  deed  for  the  land  from  one  Millicum, 
who  also  had  a  quit-claim  deed  thereto  from  one  Dodson,  and  the  latter 
received  a  quit-claim  deed  from  the  State  under  the  statute  above 
quoted. 

He  went  into  possession  of  the  land  in  controversy  under  this  deed, 
and,  admitting  that  he  depended  upon  that  deed  for  his  title^  until  the 
land  was  entered  by  another,  yet  the  Department  is  powerless  to  re- 
lieve him  from  the  consequences  of  his  mistake,  l^or  will  he  be  per- 
mitted to  take  advantage  of  his  own  mistake  by  arbitrarily  post-dating 
his  settlement  upon  the  land  in  order  to  bring  his  filing  within  three 
months  ot  such  date  as  required  by  law. 

For  the  reasons  above  given,  his  filing  must  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  canceled,  and  your  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  afiirmed. 


SECOND  COXTEST-PROCEEDINGS  BT  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

MoAllisteb  f).  Arnold  et  al. 

A  contest  will  not  be  allowed  wbere  tbe  grounds  alleged  therein  bave  been  made  the 
subject  of  investigation  and  final  decision  by  tbe  Department. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land 

Officcy  May  16. 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Frank  A.  McAllister  from  yonr  office 
decision  dated  November  15,  1889,  refusing  to  order  a  hearing  upon  his 
application  to  contest  desert  land  entry  made  by  Green  Arnold  for  the 
N^  Sec.  24,  and  the  S^  of  Sec.  13,  T.  3  S.,  B.  38  E.,  La  Grande,  Oregon. 

It  is  shown  that  Green  Arnold  made  desert  land  entry  for  the  above- 
described  tracts  May  6, 1880.    On  August  10, 1883,  special  agent  Mc- 
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Cormick  reported  that  the  tracts  described  in  said  entry  were  not  desert 
in  character,  and  that  the  entryman  had  not  properly  irrigated  the 
same.  A  hearing  was  held  on  this  report,  commencing  September  4, 
1885,  and  coutinaing  nearly  two  months,  during  which  time  thirty-Bix 
witnesses  were  examined  and  testimony  taken,  covering  about  one 
thousand  manuscript  pages.  After  considering  the  evidence  submitted, 
the  local  officers  found  in  favor  of  the  entryman.  Your  office,  however, 
upon  a  review  of  the  testimony,  in  its  decision  dated  December  15, 
1885,  reversed  the  finding  of  the  local  officers  and  held  the  entry  for 
cancellation.  An  appeal  was  t.'iken  to  this  Department,  where,  after 
duly  weighing  the  evidence,  under  date  of  August  8, 1888,  the  •judg- 
ment of  your  office  was  reversed  and  the  Department  took  occasion  to 
state  that — 

The  controlling  issues  in  this  case  are:  Ist  Is  the  land  desert  in  character? 
2nd  Has  it  been  reclaimed  as  required  by  law  f  ....  It  is  affirmatively  shown 
by  a  strong  preponderance  of  evidence  that  the  land  is  desert  in  character,  and  that 
at  the  date  of  final  proof  the  claimant  had  conducted  water  on  the  land  in  saffloient 
quantity  to  irrigate  the  tract  as  required  by  law.  (Press-copy  book,  vol.  160,  p. 
437.) 

On  August  27, 1889,  Frank  A.  McAllister  filed  in  the  local  land  office 
his  application  to  contest  said  entry,  alleging,  substantially,  that  the 
lands  embraced  in  said  entry  are  good,  rich  and  arable  tracts,  capable 
of  growing  remunerative  agricultural  crops  of  grain  and  hay  without 
irrigation;  hence  are  not  desert  lands  and  never  were.  He  further 
alleged  that  none  of  said  laud  was  reclaimed  or  cultivated  at  the  time  of 
or  prior  to  the  date  of  making  final  proof,  etc.  This  application  was 
duly  corroborated  and  transmitted  to  your  office,  and  on  November  15, 
1889,  you  refused  to  order  a  hearing  thereon  for  the  reason  that  the 
character  of  this  land  and  the  good  faith  of  the  entryman  were  duly 
considered  and  finally  settled  by  the  decision  of  the  Honorable  First 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  August  8,  1888,  and  that  this 
contest  laises  no  new  questions  for  adjudication.  An  appeal  has  been 
taken  to  this  Department. 

After  an  examination  of  all  the  questions  involved  in  this  case,  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  your  judgment  is  correct.  The  allegations  in 
McAllister's  application  for  contest  are  substantially  the  same  as  were 
contained  in  the  report  on  which  a  hearing  was  had.  That  hearing 
appears  to  have  been  an  exhaustive  one ;  nothing  can  therefore  be 
gained  by  going  over  the  ground  again.  Besides,  it  is  as  much  the 
duty  of  this  Department  to  protect  those  shown  to  have  complied  with 
the  law,  against  useless  contests  and  harrassments,  as  it  is  to  cancel 
entries  in  the  hands  of  those  shown  not  to  have  complied  with  the  law. 

Your  judgment  is  affirmied. 
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CONTESTS— ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1891— SECTION  T. 

Instructions* 

The  proviso  to  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891,  is  one  of  limitation  upon  contests  ini- 
tiated after  the  passage  of  said  act,  but  does  not  relieve  entries  from  the  effect  of 
contests  that  were  pending  at  the  date  of  said  enactment. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Gommis8ioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  April  25, 

1891. 

By  means  of  a  proposed  letter  to  chiefs  of  divisions  formulated  by  the 
Acting  Gommissioner  of  your  bureau  and  presented  before  your  install- 
ment in  office^  by  the  several  opinions  of  the  Assistant  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, and  First  Assistant  Secretary,  and  a  letter  from  yourself  dated 
April  9th,  there  has  come  before  me  a  question  as  to  the  construction 
to  be  given  to  the  proviso  of  section  7  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
'^Au  act  to  repeal  the  timber-culture  laws,  and  for  other  purposes," ap- 
proved March  3,  1891,  26  Stat,  1095. 

That  proviso  is  in  the  follo«ving  wor<}s: 

Provided,  That  after  the  lapse  of  two  years  ftom.  the  date  of  the  issuance  of  the 
receiver's  receipt  upon  the  final  entry  of  any  tract  of  land  under  the  homestead,  tim- 
ber-culture, desert-land  or  pre  emption  laws,  or  under  this  act,  and  when  there  shall 
be  no  pending  contest  or  protest  against  the  validity  of  such  entry,  the  entry  man 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  conveying  the  land  by  him  entered,  and  the  same  shall 
be  issued  to  him  ;  but  this  proviso  shall  not  be  construed  to  require  the  delay  of  two 
years  from  the  date  of  said  entry  before  the  issuing  of  a  patent  therefor. 

That  the  business  of  your  bureau  may  be  conducted  with  regularity 
and  uniformity,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  now  be  determined  as  to 
what  point  of  time  the  words  ^'  when  there  shall  be  no  pending  contest 
or  protest  against  the  validity  of  such  entry  "  apply  ; — whether  the 
contest  or  protest,  to  prevent  the  issuance  of  the  patent  until  disposed 
of,  must  have  been  pending  before  the  lapse  of  two  years  from  the  date 
of  the  issuance  of  the  receiver's  receipt  upon  the  final  entry,  in  cases 
existing  and  where  the  two  years  had  elapsed  before  the  act  of  March  3d 
took  effect,  as  well  as  in  those  afterwards. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  state  of  the  law  and  facts  existi  ng  at  the  time 
the  present  act  was  passed,  will  aid  the  solution  of  this  question. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands, "  approved  May  14, 1880,  (21  Stat.,  140),  is  as 
follows: 

In  all  cflses  where  any  person  has  contested,  paid  the  land  office  fees  and  procured 
the  cancellation  of  any  preemption,  homestead  or  timber-culture  entry,  he  shall  be 
notified  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district  in  which  sucli  laud  is  situated 
of  such  cancellation,  and  shall  be  allowed  thirty  days  itom  the  date  of  such  notice 
to  enter  such  lands :  Provided^  that  said  register  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  one  dol- 
lar  for  the  giving  of  such  notice  to  be  paid  by  the  contestant  and  not  to  be  recorded. 

The  right  granted  by  this  statute  and  the  reward  thereby  promised 
had  induced  many  thousands  of  contests  and  protests  as  to  the  good 
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fSftith  and  legality  of  entries  for  vast  nambers  of  acres  of  the  public  do- 
main. Many  of  these  contests  and  protests  had  been  legally  filed  ander 
the  law  and  regulations  then  in  force,  after  more  than  two  years  had 
elapsed  from  the  date  of  final  receipt  and  were  still  pending  when  the 
act  of  March  3, 1891,  took  effect.  There  was  no  limit  of  time  within 
which  these  might  be  filed  before  patent.  The  contestants  had  each 
paid  onty  for  persons  in  their  circiiin>;tances,  very  considerable  snms  of 
money,  for  fees  and  expenses.  Of  this  general  class  of  contests  and 
protests  made  against  alleged  fraudulent  or  illegal  entries  very  many 
had  been  decided  before  the  act  of  L89L  was  passed,  and  more  than  fifty 
per  cent,  were  decided  in  favor  of  the  contestants  and  protestants,  not- 
withstanding the  most  liberal  construction  of  laws  and  facts  in  snpport 
of  the  entry. 

Contests  and  protests  have,  since  first  allowed  by  law,  been  encour- 
aged, and  are  not  now  discouraged  by  the  law  under  discussion.  It  is 
true  that  in  many  cases  these  contests  or  protests  have  been  malicious 
and  inaugurated  for  the  pnrpose  of  exacting  from  honest  settlers  pay- 
ments to  avoid  litigation  ;  but  there  has  been  no  such  development  of 
this  evil  purpose  as  has  even  now  convinced  either  the  Department  or 
Congress  that  such  proceeding  should  be  discountenanced.  They  have 
resulted  in  aiding  the  government  to  protect  its  public  domain,  by  the 
vigilance  of  those  who,  desiring  the  lands,  have  detected  fraudulent  en- 
tries and  brought  them  to  the  knowledge  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
The  contestant  if  successful  must,  if  he  seeks  any  benefit  nnder  the 
law,  enter  the  tract  of  land  in  dispute  under  the  same  conditions  and 
limitations  as  though  he  were  an  eutryman  under  any  other  circum- 
stances; and  it  has  thns  resulted,  to  the  extent  above  specified,  that 
upon  bona  fide  contests  or  protests  lands  have  been  prevented  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  frandnlent.  This  Congress  recognizes  by 
authorizing  such  proceedings  nnder  the  present  act. 

It  thus  appears  that  if  the  statute  of  March  3d  were  to  be  construed 
to  invalidate  all  contests  or  protests  not  filed  within  two  years  after  the 
date  of  the  final  receipt,  and  before  this  statute  took  effect,  the  result 
would  be  that  many  fraudulent  claims  woiild  go  to  patent  without  fur- 
ther  question  being  possible,  although  contests  or  protests  were  legally 
pending  at  the  date  of  the  act ;  and  with  a  great  loss  to  many  citizens 
who,  relying  upon  the  statute  of  May  14,  1880,  have  invested  their 
money  and  spent  their  time  in  an  honorable  purpose  to  obtain  a  home 
against  those  who  had  fraudulently  seized  upon  the  land. 

It  is  true  that  if  the  language  of  the  act  clearly  and  distinctly  expressed 
this  pur|>08e  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  contest  or  protest  that 
would  protect  it  from  the  effect  of  the  law  intended  to  destroy  it  It  is 
admitted,  as  has  often  been  decided  in  this  Department,  that  the  prefer- 
ence right  of  a  contestant  rests  upon  procuring  the  cancellation  of  the 
entry;  that  after  such  a  preference  right  is  acquired,  it  cannot  be  as* 
signed ;  that  it  does  not  operate  to  reserve  the  land  from  control  of- 
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OoDgress  during  the  period  allowed  for  tbe  exercise  of  sach  right;  that 
the  right  is  personal,  and  that  it  terminates  with  the  death  of  the  con- 
testant. But  a  contest  has  been,  as  it  still  is,  a  proceeding  not  only 
allowed  bat  invited  by  Congress.  It  is  statutory  means  of  acquiring  a 
homestead  or  other  claim  against  an  illegal  entry,  and  is  thns  rewarded, 
if  successful,  to  preserve  the  public  domain  for  honest  settlers.  To  so 
construe  the  present  act  as  to  annul,  and  as  it  were  wipe  out  all  those 
contests  and  prot<ests  existing  before  March  3, 1891,  not  filed  within  two 
years  from  the  issuance  of  final  certificate,  would  amount  substantially 
to  a  repeal  pro  tanto  of  the  statute  of  May  14, 1880.  But  a  statute 
caunot  be  legally  held  to  be  repealed  by  implication,  and  least  of  all,  it 
may  be  added,  where  it  would  allow  patents  to  issue  in  so  many  cases 
where  the  experience  of  the  Department  leaves  no  reason  to  doubt  firand 
has  been  practiced  upon  the  laws  regulating  land  entries,  and  which 
can  be  proven  if  the  contests  and  protests  are  allowed  to  proceed  to  a 
hearing.  If  it  bad  been  the  purpose  of  Congress  to  provide  that  the 
contest  or  protest  must  be  pending  within  two  years  after  the  receiver's 
receipt  upon  the  final  entry  in  all  cases  before  the  statute  of  March  3,1891, 
as  well  as  after,  it  certainly  would  not  have  used  so  ambiguous  a  term  as 
we  here  find.  Indeed  the  language  is  so  loose  that  it  requires  a  liberal 
construction  to  give  it  effect  even  upon  subsequent  contests,  for  saying 
that  after  two  years  from  issuance  of  final  certificate,  when  there  shall  be 
no  contest  pending  a  patent  shall  issue,  does  not  declare  that  the  contest 
must  be  pending  within  the  two  years.  Such  is  not  the  language  of  stat- 
utes of  limitation  usually.  But  no  dispute  exists,  that  if  there  is  no  pend- 
ing contest  filed  within  the  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  receiver's 
receipt  upon  the  final  entry  where  tbe  limited  period  expires  after  the  date 
of  the  act,  the  entryman  will  be  entitled  to  his  patent,  although  a  period 
may  elapse  within  a  day  after  that  on  which  tbe  act  was  approved.  As  to 
such  cases  it  must  be  held  to  be  a  statute  of  limitation,  although  care- 
lessly worded.  The  language  is  ^<  when  there  shall  be  no  pending  contest 
or  protest  against  the  validity  of  such  entry."  There  is  no  sufficient  rea- 
son tosay  that  this  means  pending  before  the  laps^of  two  years.  It  would 
affect  as  we  have  already  seen,  many  meritorious  cases  and  many  inno- 
cent parties.  It  should  not  be  held  that  as  to  the  past  it  was  intended 
to  be  a  statute  of  repose  when  tbe  records  of  the  Department  prove  that 
a  vast  number  of  frauds  upon  the  United  States  would  be  smothered  by 
the  construction.  To  do  so  would  favor  fraud  much  more  than  secure  re- 
pose to  honest  men.  The  makers  of  this  law  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  situation  of  affairs ;  the  land  laws  have  been  the  snbject  of  great 
discussion  for  many  years  in  and  out  of  Congress ;  the  committees  on 
the  public  lands  are  distinguished  for  their  industry  and  intelligence 
and  they  were  fully  aware  of  all  of  tbe  facts  that  have  been  stated  here. 
Had  they  desired  to  accomplish  tbe  purpose  that  is  claimed  by  some 
this  act  does  accomplish  as  it  reads,  they  sbould  and  doubtless  would 
have  used  language  too  plain  and  direct  to  require  constrnotion.    On 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE    PUBLIC   LANDS.  525 

the  contrary,  they  use  the  present  participle  in  this  clause  and  say  ^^  when 
there  shall  beuo  pending  contest  or  protest'' — meaning  thereby  clearly, 
I  think,  pending  then  presently  at  the  date  of  this  act.  It  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  limited  to  contests  or  protests  pending  within  two  years 
after  the  date  of  the  final  receipt,  when  the  case  had  arisen  before  the 
present  act  took  effect  and  the  two  years  had  elapsed.  The  statute 
thus  becomes  one  of  limitation  as  to  the  future,  without  overthrowing 
the  pending  contests  or  protests.  When  the  two  years  did  not  termi- 
nate before  the  date  of  the  act  the  contest  or  protest  to  be  valid  must 
be  filed  within  the  two  years.  There  is  no  force  I  think,  in  the  point 
that  the  statute  enumerates  cases  arising  under  timber-culture  or  pre- 
emption laws,  for  these  laws  although  repealed  by  the  present  act  have 
been  efScacions  to  inaugurate  entries  which  either  have  proceeded  to 
final  entry  or  may  yet  do  so.  !No  new  cases  can  arise  under  the  timber- 
culture  or  pre-emption  laws,  but  it  was  necessary  that  this  act  should 
notice  them  to  cover  the  whole  ground.  Neither  does  the  proposition 
seem  a  sound  one  that  by  this  statute  it  was  intended  to  expedite  the 
public  business  and  issue  of  patents  long  held  back  by  contests.  In 
my  judgment,  the  way  Congress  must  expect  to  have  patents  issue  is 
by  furnishing  a  sufficient  clerical  force  to  accomplish  the  work,  and  not 
by  suddenly  rushing  great  masses  of  cases  to  patent,  although  contests 
legally  instituted  are  pending  and  in  which  experience  leaves  no  reason 
to  doubt  fraud  exists.  To  thus  reward  the  fraud  and  squander  the 
public  lands  could  not  have  been  the  purpose  of  our  national  legislature. 

These  are  my  views  upon  the  law  presented  and  all  of  the  points  that 
I  deem  it  necessary  to  discuss. 

The  letter  of  the  Acting  Gommissioner  is  returned  without  my  ap- 
proval and  in  order  that  you  may  have  it  rewritten,  and,  if  you  choose, 
extended  to  conform  to  this  opinion. 


CONTEST— APPEAI^-SECOND  CONTESTANT— PREFERENCE  RIGHT. 

Carlson  v.  Bradlee. 

An  appeal  will  lie  from  an  order  of  the  local  office  dismissing  a  contest  for  want  of 
prosccnlion,  and  refusing  to  re-instate  the  same  on  dne  showiag;  and  after  such 
action  a  second  contest  can  only  be  filed  subject  to  the  first  in  the  event  the 
appeal  is  filed  in  time. 

The  preference  right  of  entry  may  be  properly  accorded  the  first  contestant,  though 
the  judgment  of  cancellation  is  rendered  on  the  subsequent  contest  of  another, 
where  the  first  contestant  had,  prior  thereto,  submitted  evidence  sufficient  to 
warrant  cancellation,  was  at  no  time  in  default,  and  the  second  contestant  is 
duly  charged  with  notice  of  the  rights  of  the  first.  « 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  May  19,  1891. 

On  March  2, 1886,  Harry  Bradlee  made  homestead  entry  No.  8139  of 
the  S  W.  i  of  Sec.  12,  T.  7  S.,  B.  39  W.,  Oberlin,  Kansas. 
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On  November  22, 1886,  P.  A.  Carlson  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest 
against  the  entry,  alleging  that  claimant  failed  to  settle  upon  and  cul- 
tivate the  land  as  tlie  law  requires. 

Notice  by  publication  was  given,  fixing  Jaunary  22, 1887,  as  the  day 
of  hearing,  before  George  J.  Bentley,  a  notary  public  of  Voltaire,  Kan- 
sas. Evidence  was  submitted  on  that  day  before  Notary  George  G. 
Ewiiig,  claimant  making  default. 

It  appears  that  on  February  3, 1887,  the  register  and  receiver  con- 
sidered the  evidence,  and  prepared  an  opinion,  to  the  efiect  ^Hhat  the 
land  has  been  wholly  abandoned  since  date  of  entry,"  but,  before  sign- 
ing it,  they  discovered  the  service  was  defective.  A  new  notice  was 
issued,  and  again  published,  fixing  August  26,  1887,  for  the  hearing, 
which  was  accordingly  had  before  the  register  and  receiver.  Claimant 
again  made  default,  and  the  entry  was  recommended  for  cancellation. 

By  your  letter  "  H  "  of  April  14, 1888,  you  reversed  the  action  of  the 
register  and  receiver,  and  remanded  the  case  for  a  rehearing,  for  the 
reason  that  the  notice  of  contest  was  published  for  twenty-nine  days 
only: 

Notice  again  was  published,  fixing  July  27, 1888,  as  the  day  of  hear- 
ing, and  on  the  20th  day  of  that  month,  the  local  officers  advised  that 
an  error  had  been  made  in  giving  the  entryman's  name.  Alias  notice 
was  again  published,  and  case  continued  to  August  17, 1888,  at  which 
date  no  appearance  was  made  by  either  party,  and  the  case  waa  dis- 
missed for  want  of  prosecution. 

On  September  17, 1888,  Oarlson  was  notified  of  the  dismissal  of  his 
contest,  and,  on  October  1, 1888,  he  filed  his  motion  to  re-open  the  case. 
This  was  denied,  October  31,  and  on  No  vember  20th  following,  he  filed 
his  appeal. 

On  February  5,  1889,  you  sustained  this  appeal,  saying  <^  Contestant 
has  furnished  a  plausible  explanation  for  his  failure  to  appear  on  August 
17,  1888.  Carlson's  affidavit  of  contest  is  again  returned  to  you  here- 
with as  the  basis  of  the  hearing  to  be  had,  prov»ded  contestant  applies 
within  thirty  days  from  notice  hereof  for  a  new  summons  to  the  defend- 
ant." 

On  February  14, 1889,  Carlson's  attorney  was  notified  of  your  decision 
of  February  5,  and  on  February  15,  he  applied  for  a  new  notice,  which 
was  duly  issueil  the  following  day,  fixing  April  19,  1889,  as  the  day  for 
another  hearing. 

In  the  meantime,  and  on  August  20, 1888,  three  days  after  the  local 
officers  dfsmissed  the  contest  for  want  of  prosecution,  as  above  referred 
to,  George  T.  Wilson  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same  entry, 
and  hearing  was  ordered  for  November  9th,  following,  and  notice  duly 
published.  The  en  try  man  made  his  usual  default;  evidence  was  duly 
taken,  and  the  entry  canceled. 

It  appears  that  Carlson  had,  on  August  14,  1888,  prepared  an 
amended  contest  affidavit,  by  reason  of  some  error  in  the  former  one, 
and  duly  forwarded  it  to  the  local  office,  with  directions  for  the  publish- 
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ing  of  a  new  notice.  His  hearing,  as  above  shown,  was  published  for 
August  17,  1888,  and  he  failed  to  appear  on  that  day,  because  he  sup- 
posed his  new  contest  affidavit  was  on  file;  but  it  appears  it  had  not 
reached  the  local  office  on  the  day  of  hearing,  or  if  so,  it  had  been  over- 
looked, and  his  contest  was  dismissed. 

The  day  following  the  initiation  of  Wilson's  contest  (August  21),  the 
register  discovered  Garlson's  amended  contest  affidavit,  and  returned 
it  to  him,  with  the  information  that  Wilson  bad  filed  a  contest  against 
the  entry.  Carlson  was  also  advised  that  his  contest  could  be  filed, 
subject  to  that  of  Wilson,  and  he  accordingly  returned  his  affidavit  and 
the  same  was  filed,  August  31, 1888. 

It  appears,  however,  at  this  time  that  Carlson  had  not  been  advised 
of  the  action  of  the  local  officers  of  August  17,  of  that  year,  in  dismiss- 
ing his  contest  for  want  of  prosecution,  and  when  he  was  so  notified, 
he  filed  his  motion  to  reopen  the  case,  and,  when  this  was  denied,  he 
appealed  to  your  office,  as  above  set  forth. 

With  this  state  of  facts,  the  register  and  receiver  on  March  23,  1889, 
reported  the  case  to  your  office  for  your  action,  the  only  question  being 
that  of  the  preference  right  as  between  Carlson  and  Wilson. 

On  August  19, 1889,  you  awarded  this  preference  right  to  Wilson,  and 
Carlson  brings  this  appeal  from  that  judgment. 

The  action  of  the  local  officers  of  August  17, 1888,  dismissing  Carl- 
son's contest,  and  afterwards  refusing  to  re-open  the  case  on  his  motion, 
was  appealable ;  and  a  second  contest  should  only  have  been  allowed 
subject  to  the  final  determination  of  the  rights  of  the  first  contestant, 
to  be  determined  by  his  appeal,  if  filed  in  due  time. 

The  first  contestant  duly  appealed  from  the  action  of  the  local  officers, 
and  your  office  sustained  that  appeal  and  allowed  a  new  notice  on  the 
basis  of  the  first  affidavit. 

Wilson,  the  second  contestant,  submitted  his  proof  November  9, 1888, 
when  he  knew  or  might  have  known  that  Carlson's  right  of  appeal  still 
existed ;  and  the  fact  that  Carlson  filed  his  amended  affidavit  after 
Wilson  was  allowed  to  contest  the  entry  did  not  estop  the  latter  from 
appealing  from  the  action  of  the  local  officers,  of  which  he  was  not  at 
that  time  notified. 

Carlson's  conduct  throughout  shows  he  was  acting  in  good  faith  to 
secure  title  to  the  land.  He  has  expended  almost  the  value  of  the  land 
in  his  eflforts.  While  singularly  unsuccessful  in  getting  proper  service 
upon  the  entryman,  yet  he  twice  submitted  evidence,  amply  sufficient 
to  cancel  the  entry.  I  think  the  preference  right  should  be  awarded  to 
him,  since  he  was  first  to  contest  and  at  no  time  in  default;  and,  while 
the  judgment  of  cancellation  was  given  on  the  contest  of  Wilson,  yet 
the  latter  is  charged  with  notice  of  the  rights  of  Carlson  when  such 
judgment  was  rendered,  and  it  may  be  said  that  Carlson  ^^  has  contested, 
paid  the  laud  office  fees,  and  procured  the  cancellation"  of  the  entry. 

In  consideration  of  these  views,  I  reverse  your  decision,  and  award 
the  preference  right  to  Carlson. 
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KEPATMENT-HOMESTEAD  ENTBY. 

John  B.  Block. 

Bepayment  can  not  be  allowed  nnder  a  homestead  entry  that  is  oanoeled  for  failure 

to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

Acting  Secretary  Clumdler  to  the  Oommisswner  of  the  General  Land  Officdj 

May  20, 1891. 

I  have  examined  the  appeal  of  John  B.  Block  firom  the  decision  of 
your  office,  dated  Febraary  27, 1890,  declining  to  recommend  the  repay- 
ment of  fee,  commissions  and  excess  payment  on  his  homestead  entry 
for  SW.  i,  Sec.  33,  Tp.  9  S.,  B.  3  W.,  ^ew  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

It  appears  in  this  case  that  Block  made  his  homestead  entry  November 
23, 1878 ;  that  sometime  in  December,  1878,  he'  transmitted  to  your 
office  a  sworn  statement  setting  forth  that  a  mistiake  had  been  made  in 
describing  the  land  he  intended  to  enter,  and  therefore,  March  6, 1879, 
the  local  officers  were  instructed  by  your  office  to  allow  the  party  to 
amend  his  entry  to  embrace  other  land. 

March  14, 1886,  Block  applied  to  purchase  the  land  embraced  by  his 
homestead,  under  section  2,  Act  June  15, 1880,  (21  Stat,  237)  but  it 
appears  that  a  contest  against  said  entry  was  then  pending,  and  also 
that  no  final  proof  having  been  made,  the  entry  had  expired  by  limita- 
tion. Therefore,  on  June  4,  1886,  the  entry  was  canceled,  and  on 
August  14,  following,  the  application  of  Block  to  purchase  was  rejected, 
and  the  land  was  awarded  to  the  contestant.  Block  now  seeks  re- 
payment of  the  fee,  commissions  and  excess  paid  on  said  entry,  which 
was  denied  by  your  office,  as  above  stated. 

The  2d  section  of  the  act  of  June  16, 1880,  (21  Stat,  287)  provides : 

In  all  oases  where  homestead  or  timber-oaltare  or  desert-land  entries  or  other  en- 
tries of  public  lan4s  have  heretofore  or  shaU  hereafter  be  canceled  for  oonflioti  or 
where,  from  any  caase,  the  entry  has  been  erroneously  allowed  and  cannot i)e  con- 
firmed, the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  cause  to  be  repaid  to  the  person  who  made 
such  entry,  or  to  his  heirs  or  assigpas,  the  fees  and  oommissionsy  amount  of  purchase 
money  and  excess  paid  upon  the  same. 

In  the  case  under  consideration,  the  entry  of  Block  was  not  erro- 
neously allowed,  nor  was  it  in  conflict  with  any  prior  claim,  entry  or 
selection  that  would  in  any  manner  preclude  its  confirmation,  and 
therefore  his  failure  to  secure  a  patent  for  his  homestead  entry  was  due 
entirely  to  his  own  neglect  to  comply  with  the  homestead  law. 

The  act  above  quoted  makes  no  provision  for  refunding  the  money 
paid  to  the  government  in  such  cases.  Therefore,  this  application  most 
be  denied|  and  the  decision  of  your  officej  affirmed. 
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PnEEMPTION-  SECTION  a»eO,  R.  S. -REVIEW. 

ASAHEL  KUSSELL. 

In  determining  whether  a  pre-eiuptor  is  disqaalified  ander  the  second  inhihitory 
clause  of  section  22G0j  R.  S.,  his  relation  to  the  land  formerly  owned  must  be  con- 
sidered with  respect  to  the  date  of  establishing  actual  residence  on  the  pre-emp- 
tion claim,  and  not  witb  reference  to  tlio  date  of  settlement  thereou. 

A  motion  /or  review,  filed  in  due  time,  precludes,  while  pending,  the  intervention  of 
adverse  claims. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  20,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  motion  filed  by  the  attorney  of  Asahel  Kussell 
for  review  of  departmental  decision  of  May  6, 1889,  affirming  thedecis- 
ion  of  your  office  rejecting  Eussell's  final  proof  in  snpport  of  his  pre- 
emption filing  for  the  N.  ^of  the  SE.  |  and  the  N.  ^  of  the  SW.  ^  of  Sec.  2, 
T.  23  S.  E.  57W.  Pueblo,  Colorado  land  district. 

Bnssell  filed  his  declaratory  statement  for  said  land  June  23,  1884, 
alleging  settlement  thereon  June  5th.  On  March  22, 1887,  he  made 
final  proof  in  support  of  said  filing.  This  proof  was  rejected  by  the 
local  officers  for  the  reason  that  it  was  shown  that  he  removed  from 
land  of  his  own  to  settle  on  this  land.  He  applied  soon  afterwards  to 
make  proof  anew,  and  was  allowed  to  do  so.  This  proof  made  August 
29, 1887,  was  also  rejected  for  the  same  reason  the  former  had  been. 
Your  office  approved  the  action  of  the  local  officers  and  held  the  filing 
for  cancellation.  Upon  appeal  to  this  Department  that  decision  was 
affirmed. 

It  seems  that  Bnssell  made  homestead  entry  for  the  NW.  ^  of  Sec.  1 
T.  23  S.,  B.  57  W.,  said  land  district,  and  on  May  19,  1884,  submitted 
final  proof  thereunder  upon  which  final  certificate  issued  June  18, 1884. 
He  testifies  that  on  June  19^  1884,  he  sold  his  homestead  to  his  son  and 
files  a  written  contract  of  sale  purporting  to  have  been  signed  that  day. 
The  deed  was,  according  to  the  testimony,  signed  July  2,  although  not 
acknowledged  until  the  following  December.  The  statement  as  to  the 
date  of  the  claimant's  settlement  on  this  land  are  contradictory,  but  it 
sufficiently  appears  that  soon  after  making  final  proof  for  the  homestead 
tract  he  moved  therefrom  to  land  owned  by  his  mother,  and  remained 
there  until  he  established  his  actual  residence  on  the  land  here  claimed 
November  20,  1884.  At  the  date  he  established  his  actual  residence  on 
this  pre-emption  claim  he  did  not  remove  from  land  of  liis  own.  In  the 
decision  complained  of  it  is  said : 

It  is  probable  that  when  the  second  witnesses  swear  that  claimant  moved  from  his 
mother's  to  the  pre-emption  claim,  they  refer  to  the  month  of  November,  when  he 
commenced  living  npon  the  tract.  But  the  claim  was  initiated  by  8eitlement  and  the 
qnalifications  of  the  claimant  at  the  date  of  settlement  determine  whether  the  claim 
was  legally  initiated.  If  he  was  not  qualified  when  the  actual  settlement  was  made, 
the  claim  was  invalid  at  its  inception. 
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Shortly  after  the  rendition  of  the  decision  in  this  case,  this  Depart- 
ment held  in  the  case  of  David  Lee  (8  L.  D,  502)  that  the  disqaalifica- 
tiou  ander  the  second  clause  of  section  2260  B.  S.,  being  of  a  *^  person 
who  quits  or  abandons  his  residence  on  his  own  land  to  reside  on  the 
public  land  in  the  same  State  of  Territory,"  must  be  held  as  relating  to 
the  date  of  actual  residence  and  not  to  the  date  of  settlement.  In  that 
case  it  was  decided  that  Lee,  who  was  living  on  land  of  his  own  at  the 
date  of  his  settlement  (July  5,  1884)  on  the  land  he  was  claiming  under 
the  pre-emption  law,  but  who  sold  his  homestead  February  5,  1886, 
prior  to  the  establishment  of  actual  residence  on  the  pre-emption  claim 
April  20, 1886,  did  not  come  within  the  inhibition  of  said  section  2260. 
The  Lee  case  is  cited,  and  the  doctrine  there  laid  down  is  re-affirmed 
in  the  recent  case  of  Michael  Campbell  (12  L.  D.,  244).  Under  the 
authority  of  these  decisions,  it  seems  to  have  been  error  to  hold  that 
Bussell  came  within  the  inhibition  of  said  section.  The  sale  of  his 
homestead  is  not  disputed  and  it  is  sufficiently  shown  that  even  if  he 
had  not  sold  that  tract,  he  removed  from  it  some  time  in  May  or  June 
1884  to  land  belonging  to  his  mother,  where  he  lived  until  the  following 
November,  when  he  moved  to  the  tract  here  involved.  The  said  de^^art- 
mental  decision  of  May  6, 1889,  is  therefore  under  the  authority  of  the 
cases  cited  svpra^  revoked  and  set  aside,  the  decision  of  your  office  is 
reversed,  and  it  is  directed  that  Russell's  Anal  proof,  which  seems 
entirely  satisfactory  as  to  residence,  improvements,  and  cultivation, 
showing  as  it  does  over  two  years  actual  and  continuous  residence  of 
the  claimant  and  his  family,  improvements  consisting  of  a  dwelling 
house,  outhouses,  fencing  and  ditches  of  the  value  of  $350  to  1575,  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  under  cultivation,  be  ax)proved,  and  that  Bussell 
be  allowed  to  complete  his  entry. 

After  the  filing  of  the  motion  for  review  the  attorneys  for  oneBobert 
Mooneyham,  filed  in  this  office  a  <^  protest  against  the  re-opening"  of 
this  case.  In  this  protest  which  is  verified  and  corroborated,  it  is  al- 
leged that  on  May  9, 1889,  Mooneyham  made  homestead  entry  for  the 
land  included  in  BuHseil's  claim;  that  afterwards  one  George  Williford, 
who,  it  is  asserted,  is  a  son-in-law  of  Russell,  applied  to  make  home- 
stead entry  for  said  land,  which  application  was  rejected  by  the  local 
officers  because  of  the  entry  of  Mooneyham;  that  Williford  then  filed 
an  affidavit  of  contest  against  Mooneyham's  entry,  alleging  prior  set- 
tlement on  said  land,  upon  which  a  hearing  was  ordered;  but  before 
the  day  fixed  for  such  hearing,  the  local  officers  received  from  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  notice  of  the  filing  of  Busseli's  motion  for  review, 
whereupon  further  action  in  said  contest  was  indefinitely  postponed; 
that  after  Bussell  had  learned  of  the  cancellation  of  his  filing,  he  told 
the  affiant  (Mooneyham)  that  he  had  sold  his  improvements  to  Willi- 
ford and  had  no  further  interest  in  the  case. 

The  facts  thus  above  shown  do  not  furnish  any  sufficient  reason  for 
refusing  to  consider  Busseli's  motion  a^d  granting  him  relief  if  he  hw 
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Bhowu  himself  entitled  thereto.  Mooueyham's  interest  was  acquired 
while  the  question  of  BasselPs  right  to  the  land  was  yet  not  finally  de- 
termined and  with  fnll  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  land  might  be 
awanled  to  Kassell.  His  claim  must  therefore  remain  subject  to  the 
final  disposition  of  Kussell's  case. 


FEES  OF  LOCAL  OFFICERS  IN  CONTEST  CASES. 

Gay  v.  Diokebson. 

In  contest  cases  the  local  officers  are  not  allowed  to  collect  fees  for  reducing  testi- 
mony to  writing,  if  saoh  service  is  not  performed  by  them,  or  by  one  acting  under 
their  employment. 

Fini  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  May  20,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Eugene  Gay  from  your  office  decision 
of  November  7, 1889,  requiring  him  to  pay  $108.00  fees  to  the  register 
and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Couer  d'Alene,  Idaho. 

The  record  shows  tliat  on  June  11,  1889,  he  forwarded  to  your  office 
an  affidavit  setting  forth  that  the  register  and  receiver  at  the  land  office 
at  Goner  d'Alene,  Idaho,  refused  to  consider  testimony  in  support  of 
his  contest  until  he  should  pay  them  the  amount  of  $108.00,  claimed  by 
them  for  reducing  said  testimony  to  writing. 

It  appears  that  Gay  had  initiated  a  contest  against  the  homestead 
entry  of  Dickerson.  A  hearing  was  had  about  the  last  of  May,  1889, 
before  the  local  officers.  The  iirst  day's  testimony  was  taken  down  in 
long-hand  by  a  clerk  hired  for  that  purpose  by  the  local  officers.  On 
the  second  day  of  the  hearing  it  was  agreed  by  the  register  and  the 
attorneys  on  both  sides  of  the  case  that  a  stenographer  was  to  be  em- 
ployed by  contestant  to  take  said  testimony  in  short-hand  and  reduce 
the  same  to  writing;  this  stenographer  was  to  be  substituted  for  the 
clerk  who  had  acted  the  first  day.  She  was  employed  and  took  said 
testimony  offered  before  the  register  and  receiver  and  re<luced  the  same 
to  writing,  the  contestant  paying  her  therefor  at  the  rate  of  22^  cents 
})er  hundred  words,  amounting  in  all  to  $108. 

It  is  now  claimed  by  the  register  and  receiver  that  he  engaged  the 
stenographer  and  agreed  to  pay  her,  and  also  agreed  to  pay  them  for 
examining  and  passing  upon  said  evidence  the  same  amount  as  they 
would  have  received  if  they  themselves  had  reduced  said  testimony  to 
writing.  They  have  filed  a  number  of  affidavits  showing  that  it  was 
the  understanding  of  all  parties  concerned  that  they  should  be  paid  for 
taking  said  testimony  the  same  as  if  they  had  reduced  it  to  writing 
instead  of  the  stenographer. 

Gay  has  also  filed  a  number  of  affidavits  showing  that  no  such  under- 
$tandiug  existed  l^tween  the  parties^  and  that  be  understood  that  \\\^ 
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stenographer  was  to  be  substituted  for  the  clerk  and  to  be  paid  by  him 

for  redacing  the  testimouy  to  writing,  and  that  he  was  not  to  pay  any 

further  amounts  therefor. 

November  7, 1889,  you  directed  contestant  to  pay  the  fees  claimed  by 

the  register  and  receiver,  and  stated  that  if  the  same  was  not  paid  his 

contest  would  be  dismissed. 
Gay  has  appealed  from  said  ruling  to  this  Department 
The  only  question  presented  by  the  record  is :  Are  the  register  and 

receiver  allowed  to  collect  fees  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing  where 

they  do  not  do  the  work  themselves  or  hira  others  to  do  it  t 

The  fees  for  taking  testimony  are  provided  for  in  subdivision  ten  of 
section  2238  of  the  Kevised  Statutes,  which  allows  fees  for  testimony 
reduced  to  writing  by  local  officers.  The  writing  of  testimony  is  merely 
clerical  work ;  the  purpose  of  the  law  relative  to  fees  for  ^'  reducing  testi- 
mony to  writing"  is  to  compensate  the  register  and  receiver  for  such  work 
when  done  by  them.  In  the  case  at  bar  the  work  was  not  done  by  them, 
nor  by  their  employ^,  but  by  contestant's  agent,  who  has  been  paid  for 
doing  the  same.  The  local  officers  were  present;  the  testimony  was 
taken  before  them,  and  they  need  not  have  agreed  to  have  the  testi- 
mony written  by  another  if  they  had  desired  to  do  the  work  themselves. 

A  law  providing  for  fees  cannot  be  enlarged  so  as  to  grant  fees  by 
implication  or  inference;  there  must  be  plain  authority  for  such  allow- 
ance. In  this  case,  the  register  and  receiver  have  no  authority  to  col- 
lect fees  from  Gay  for  "  reducing  testimony  to  writing,"  when  neither 
they  nor  any  one  employed  by  them  performed  the  work.  (Oaldwell  v. 
Smith,  3  L.  D.,  125 ;  Prank  W.  Hull,  9  L.  D.,  60.) 

It  is  claimed  that  there  was  an  understanding  or  contract  entered 
into  by  the  local  officers  and  contestant  by  which  they  were  to  receive 
fees  for  examining  said  testimony  equal  to  the  amount  they  would  have 
been  entitled  to  if  they  had  reduced  the  testimony  to  writing.  This  is 
stoutly  denied  by  Gay,  and  the  affidavits  are  so  contradictory  that  it  is 
difficult  to  determine  whether  there  was  a  contract  or  not.  However, 
that  is  not  important,  for  the  duties  and  rights  of  the  local  officers  are 
fixed  by  law  and  must  be  determined  by  it. 

Under  date  of  September  2, 1884  (3  L.  D.,  107),  Commissioner  McFar- 
land  instructed  the  register  and  receiver  at  Mitchell,  Dakota,  as  fol- 
lows: 

You  are  advised  that  yon  have  no  aathority  to  make  two  charges  for  taking  testi- 
mony. Yon  can  charge  fifteen  cents  once  for  each  one  hundred  words  reduced  to 
writing  by  you  or  at  your  individual  expense,  and  transmitted  in  readable  form  to 
this  offlce,  and  you  cannot  charge  any  more. 

If  parties  choose  to  employ  stenographers  to  take  down  and  write  oat  testimony , 
they  may  do  so.  But  in  such  case  they  make  their  own  contracts,  and  yon  can  have 
no  interest  in  such  contracts,  nor  make  any  charge  in  connection  with  work  so  done. 
If  yon  cause  the  testimony  to  be  taken  down  and  written  out,  you  mnsi  do  the  whole 
for  the  legal  charge  of  fifteen  cents  for  each  one  hundred  words. 
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I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  local  officers  were  not  authorized  to  col- 
lect said  fee  in  this  case,  inasmuch  iis  the  testimony  was  not  '^  reduced 
by  them  to  writing." 

Tour  office  decision  is  accordingly  reversed.  You  will  direct  the  local 
officers  to  consider  contestant's  testimony  upon  its  merits. 


SUCCESSFUL  CONTESTAJ^^T-INTERVENrNG  ENTBT. 

Newbaur  V.  Bush. 

> 

A  saecemfnl  contestant  who  resides  upon,  improves  and  cnltiyates  the  land  covered 
by  tbe  canceled  entry,  bnt  fails,  tbrougli  ignorance,  to  enter  the  same  within  the 
statntory  period,  is  not  precluded  from  subsequently  entering  said  land  by  the 
intervening  entry  of  another,  secured  through  wrongful  means,  and  fraudulent 
intent,  and  with  notice  of  the  contestant's  claim. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  May  20, 1891. 

The  case  of  Mathias  Newbaur  v,  William  S.  Bush  is  here  on  appeal 
of  the  former  from  your  decision  of  September  18,  1888(0),  dismissing 
his  contest  against  the  homestead  entry  of  Bush  for  the  SE.  i  of  Sec. 
18,  T.  29,  B.  15  W.,  Niobrara,  Nebraska. 

The  record  and  evidence  present  the  following  facts : 

Some  time  prior  to  June  30,  1884,  Newbaur  successfully  contested 
the  homestead  entry  of  one  Zadina  for  this  land,  and  on  July  12,  of  the 
same  year,  he  was  notified  of  his  preference  right  of  entry,  but  failed  to 
exercise  the  same,  until  August  14,  1885,  when  he  applied  to  make 
homestead  entry  for  the  land,  but  his  application  was  denied,  for  the 
reason  that  Bush  had  made  homestead  entry  for  the  same  on  August  7, 
a  week  before  his  application  was  received  at  the  local  office. 

September  14,  of  the  same  year,  Newbaur  subscribed  to  the  following 
affidavit : 

Mathias  Newbanr  of  lawful  a^^e,  being  first  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  is  the  identical  person  who  entered  a  contest  against  the  homestead 
No.  821G  of  James  Zadina  for  the  SE.  i-18— 29— 15  west,  on  the  21st  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1883,  which  hearing  was  had  on  December  17th,  1883.  Claim  was  canceled  June 
30, 1884;  notified  July  12th,  1884,  which  was  received  by  aflSant,  but  he  being  an 
ignorant  German  he  supposed  the  paper  was  his  homestead  receipt,  and  so  believed 
till  about  the  5th  day  of  August  1885,  at  which  time  he  sent  his  son  Joseph  to  Atkin- 
son Holt  county,  Nebrasica,  to  consnlc  with  some  one  about  what  he  should  do;  that 
his  said  son  Joseph  consulted  with  a  firm  of  attorneys  there,  to  wit :  Snow  and  Har- 
rington, that  said  Snow  and  Harrington  Informed  said  Joseph  Newbanr  that  he 
coald  make  the  homestead  entry  for  his  father,  the  said  affiant,  and  while  said  Har- 
rington was  taking  the  number  of  said  land,  and  as  soon  as  that  was  done,  Snow  told 
him  he  could  not  make  out  the  application  for  less  than  $100.00.  On  the  6tk  day  of 
Aagnst  1885,  said  Snow  and  Harrington  sent  one  Wm.  S.  Bush  out  to  see  the  land, 
and  tbe  said  Bush  sent  one  Rev.  Delos  Hale  to  view  said  tract,  and  said  Hale  reported 
to  said  Bush  on  the  same  day  that  it  was  a  fine  quarter,  bnt  that  there  is  a  family 
living  thereon,  and  that  there  were  valuable  improvements,  crops  growing  on  it,  etc., 
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and  yoa  will  have  trouble  to  get  it;  tbat  affiant  can  not  speak  a  word  of  EngliBb; 
tbat'one  Smith  on  or  aboat  the  4th  day  of  Augast,  1885,  notified  said  affiant  tbat  his 
land  was  vacant,  and  that  he  had  no  filing  thereon ;  hence,  he  sent  his  son  as  afore- 
said to  said  Snow  and  Harrington,  as  aforesaid;  that  said  Bush,  in  company  with 
said  Harrington,  came  to  Niobrara,  and  on  the  7th  day  of  August,  1885,  made  home- 
stead entry  No.  12,122,  at  the  same  time  well  knowing  tbat  said  affiant  was  and  bad 
been  living  on  said  tract  with  his  family  continuoasly  for  nearly  two  years  last  past ; 
that  affiant  made  bis  homestead  application  on  the  6th  day  of  August,  1885,  before 
the  clerk  of  the  district  conrt  in  O'Neill,  Nebraska,  and  the  same  was  retorued  to  him 
by  said  local  office,  the  notice  being  dated  August  10th,  1885,  with  $14.00 ;  he  made 
settlement  in  June,  1883,  and  his  improvements  consist  of  one  sod  house,  about  thirty 
acres  of  breaking,  one  well,  about  oue  acre  of  forest  trees;  that  be  now  has  the  same 
in  crops  in  good  condition,  and  grain  in  cribs,  and  that  he  and  bis  family  have  re- 
sided there  continuously  to  the  present  time,  and  made  said  settlement  and  applica- 
tion in  good  faith  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  their  home.  Affiant  further  says  that 
said  Snow  and  Harrington  sued  the  said  Bush  in  Holt  Conuty,  Neb.,  on  the  29th  day 
of  August,  1885,  for  $150.00  for  their  services  to  bim  in  assisting  him  to  get  said  claim 
after  receiving  said  description  as  aforesaid  from  affiant's  son,  Joseph,  fraudulently  ; 
that  the  above  testimony  as  to  what  Hale  said  to  Bush  was  elicited  at  said  trial ; 
that  afterwards  said  Bush  went  to  Niobrara,  and  asked  the  register  and  receiver  to 
permit  him  to  withdraw  his  said  application  without  prejudice. 

His  affidavit  was  corroborated  by  several  of  bis  neighbors,  and  sup- 
plemented by  the  affidavit  of  Delos  Hale,  who  inspected  the  land  for 
Bash.    This  supplemental  affidavit  is  as  follows : 

Also  appeared  at  the  same  time  and  place  Delos  Hale  of  lawful  age,  who  being  first 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  affiant, 
MathiasNewbaur,  and  the  facts  set  forth  by  him  as  to  my  vidi  ting  the  land  and  report- 
ing to  the  said  Bush  are  true. 

These  affidavits,  so  corroborated,  were  forwarded  to  your  office,  and 
on  inspection  of  the  same  a  hearing  was  ordered  by  your  predecessor, 
"  to  determine  the  respective  rights  of  the  parties." 

Such  hearing  was  duly  had  on  the  26th  day  of  January,  1886,  before 
the  register  and  receiver,  who  on  the  same  day  rendered  their  joint 
opinion,  recommending  the  cancellation  of  Bush's  entry,  and  that  New- 
baur  be  allowed  to  enter  the  land. 

Your  office,  by  its  said  letter,  reversed  the  action  of  the  local  officers, 
from  which  decision  Newbaur  now  appeals  to  this  Department. 

I  can  not  sustain  your  decision. 

The  evidence  taken  at  the  hearing  fully  sustains  all  the  material  alle- 
gatious  of  the  affidavit,  upon  which  it  was  ordered,  and  shows  to  my 
mind  that  the  entry  of  Bush  was  conceived  in  dishonor. 

The  information  upon  which  Bush  acted  was  wrongfully  imparted  to 
him.  It  was  obtained  by  Snow  and  Harrington  from  Newbaur  while 
he  was  consulting  them  as  attorneys.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  de- 
manded a  retainer  before  consultation.  The  son  confided  his  father's 
ease  to  them  with  the  full  belief  that  they  would  act  honorably  with 
him,  and  whether  the  relation  of  attorney  and  client  existed  between 
them  or  not,  they  had  no  moral  right  to  sell  the  facts  which  they  gleaned 
from  this  conversation  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  or  to  profit  by 
them  in  any  way. 
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As  I  view  it,  it  is  immaterial  whether  any  cousideratiou  passed  between 
Newbanr  and  Snow  and  Harrington,  or  that  any  fee  had  been  paid  them. 
Newbanr  had  stated  his  case  to  them,  whereupon  they  demanded  a 
hundred  dollars  for  services,  and  because  he  would  not  or  could  not  pay 
this  large  fee,  they  use  the  information  thus  confidentially  imparted  to 
them  in  an  attempt  to  deprive  this  ignorant  German  of  his  home  and 
as  a  result  thereof,  to  say  the  least,  to  reap  the  benefit  of  the  $150  to  be 
paid  them  by  Mr.  Bush. 

I  am  convinced  from  the  evidence  that  Bush  knew  when  he  made  his 
entry  of  the  unprofessional  conduct  of  these  lawyers,  for  on  receiving 
the  information,  he  immediately  procures  Hale  to  g:o  and  examine  the 
land,  who  reported  to  him  that  it  was  occupied  by  a  settler  who  had 
made  improvements,  and  that  no  doubt  he  would  have  trouble  if  he 
made  the  entry.  ^Notwithstanding  this  information,  which  was  suffi- 
cient to  put  him  on  his  guard,  he  starts  that  same  evening  for  the  land 
office;  he  rides  all  night,  and  is  accompanied  by  Harrington,  one  of  his 
informers,  and  at  the  earliest  moment  the  next  morning  makes  his  entry 
under  the  vigilant  care,  counsel  and  direction  of  Harrington — thus 
showing,  I  think,  that  he  knowingly  undertook  to  profit  by  the  conduct 
of  his  lawyers. 

This  Department  will  ^^  under  no  circumstances  permit  itself  know- 
ingly to  be  made  an  instrument  to  further  the  fraudulent  designs  of  an 
individual  who  is  seeking  to  acquire  title  to  land  to  which  he  has  no 
right."    Johnson  v.  Johnson,  4  L.  D.,  158  (top  of  page  160). 

The  entry  of  Bush  will  be  canceled,  and  that  of  Newbaur  admitted 
to  record. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  reversed. 


BEPATMENT—HOMESTEAD  ENTRY. 

John  Plumeb, 

SepaymeDt  can  not  be  allowed  under  a  homestead  entry  that  is  canceled  for  failure 

to  snbmit  final  proof  within  the  statntory  period. 

Aeting  Seeretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OffioCj 

May  20, 1891. 

I  have  examined  the  appeal  of  John  Plumer  from  the  decision  of 
yonr  office,  dated  February  27,  1890,  declining  to  recommend  the  re- 
payment of  fees,  commissions  and  excess  payment  on  his  homestead 
entry  for  NE  .J,  Sec.  4,  Tp.  8  8.,  R.  2  W.,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

I  find  in  this  case  that  Plumer  made  his  homestead  entry  May  25, 
1871,  and  as  the  local  officers  at  New  Orleans  re})orted  that  no  final 
proof  or  application  to  make  proof  had  been  filed  in  their  office  prior 
to  the  expiration  of  seven  years  irom  date  of  entry,  as  required  by 


536  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUniJC   LANDS. 

statute,  yonr  office,  under  date  of  May  26, 1887,  canceled  it  for  aban- 
donment. 

Under  date  of  October  29,  1889,  Plnraer  made  application  for  the 
repayment  of  the  fee,  commissions  and.  excess  paid  on  his  homestead 
at  date  of  entry,  and  on  February  27,  1890,  yoiir  office  rejected  the 
application,  from  which  action  the  appeal  under  consideration  was 
taken. 

The  act  of  June  16, 1880,  (21  Stat.,  387)  under  which  the  appellant 
claims  repayment,  provides :  That  the  fees,  commissions  and  excess  on 
a  homestead  entry  may  be  returned  to  the  party,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
where  such  homestead  has  been  canceled  for  conflict  or  has  been  erro- 
neously allowed  and  cannot  be  confirmed.  In  the  case  nuder  considera- 
tion, the  iBntry  was  not  canceled  for  conflict,  or  erroneously  allowed ; 
but  was  canceled  for  abandonment,  the  party  having  failed  to  comply 
with  the  law  for  a  period  of  seven  years  from  date  of  entry.  The  appel- 
lant in  this  case  cannot  plead  that  the  entry  falls  within  the  statute, 
because  through  his  own  acts  it  cannot  be  confirmed.  Therefore,  the 
act  referred  to  does  not  authorize  any  repayment  in  the  case  at  bar. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


PliE-KMPTION-SECOND  FILING. 
SiLANCB  V.  YEAGBB. 

A  Beoond  filing  cannot  be  allowed,  in  the  presence  of  an  adrerae  claim,  to  one  who 
abandons  the  lirst  because  made  without  prior  settlement  on  the  tract  covered 
thereby. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office,  May  21, 1891. 

The  case  of  William  F.  Silance  v.  John  Yeager  is  here  on  appeal  of 
the  latter  from  your  office  decision  of  October  15, 1889,  holding  for  can- 
cellation his  pre-emption  filing  for  the  N  W.  \  of  Sec  7,  T.  7  N.,  R.  39 
W.,  McGook,  ITebraska,  on  the  protest  of  Silance  alleging  priority  of 
right  in  himself.  Yeager  filed  his  declaratory  statement  March  15, 1887, 
alleging  settlement  February  25,  same  year. 

August  29, 1887,  he  gave  notice  that  he  would  offer  final  proof  on  the 
11th  of  October  following.  On  that  day  Silance  protested  against  the 
allowance  of  this  proof,  alleging  priority  of  right  on  his  part  by  reason 
of  his  having  filed  his  declaratory  statement  for  the  tract  Jnly  1, 1886, 
in  which  he  sUleged  settlement  June  29,  of  the  same  year. 

The  case  was  tried  before  the  local  officers,  October  11, 1887,  who 
rendered  dissenting  opinions,  the  register  finding  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
testant  and  the  receiver  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  Yeager.  Both  parties 
appealed. 

By  your  said  office  decision,  yon  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  register, 
and  Yeager  prosecutes  his  appeal  to  this  Department. 
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The  evidence  shows  that  Silance  was  the  first  to  file  and  settle  on  the 
land :  that  he  made  valuable  improvements,  and  that  in  his  temporary 
absence  from  his  claim  Yeager  settled  thereon,  under  the  belief,  as  he 
claims,  that  Silance  had  discontinued  his  residence  and  abandoned  his 
claim  to  the  land. 

The  evidence,  I  think,  clearly  shows  that  Silance  had  not  abandoned 
the  land,  and  that  his  absence  therefrom  was  excusable.  But  it  ap- 
peared in  evidence  that  prior  to  filing  for  this  tract,  Silance  had  made 
pre-emption  filing  for  another  quarter  section,  and  counsel  for  Yeager 
insists  that  he  was  thereby  precluded  from  asserting  and  msyntaining 
this,  his  second  filing. 

The  evidence  of  his  former  filing  is  found  in  his  own  statement  alone, 
as  follows : 

I  saw  this  lund  was  vacant.  I  think  H  was  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  1885.  I 
went  to  an  attorney  to  have  $ling  papers  made  out  for  the  land.  He  ashed  me  if  I 
had  made  any  improvements  on  the  land.  He  said  nothing,  hnt  went  on  and  made 
out  the  papers.  Went  with  me  to  the  land  office  and  handed  papers  in.  I  paid  my 
money  and  got  my  papers  on  the  laud.  Afterwards,  I  ascertained  from  other  parties 
that  my  filing  was  illegal.  It  heing  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  and  fall.  I  thought 
I  would  wait  until  the  coming  spring  before  taking  another  piece  of  land,  as  I  had 
been  told  that  my  right  was  not  exhausted.  In  February,  1886,  I  left  home,  en  route 
to  Chase  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  this  claim  or  another  in  its  stead.  I  got 
to  North  Platte  on  my  road.  I  went  into  the  laud  office  and  made  iuquiries  in  regard 
to  my  former  filing,  stating  the  facts  as  they  were.  They  told  me  as  my  filing  was 
illegal,  I  could  either  put  another  filing  on  the  same  piece  of  land,  if  yet  vacant,  or 

I  ooold  use  my  right  on  some  other  tract.  When  I  got  to  Imperial,  Chase  Co.,  I 
found  the  land  had  been  homesteaded,  and  as  I  did  not  find  any  land  that  suited 
me  at  that  time,  I  did  not  use  my  right  until  July  first,  18^6.  I  then  procured  filing 
papers  on  this  piece  of  land,  which  is  in  dispute,  as  it  was  vacant  at  the  time,  intend- 
ing to  make  it  a  home,  and  I  done  everythicg  in  my  power  np  to  the  present  time  to 
make  it  that. 

While  it  is  now  the  rule  of  this  Department  that  a  filing  without 
actual  settlement,  though  irregular,  is  not  a  nullity,  because  ^^a  subse- 
qncnt  bona  fide  settlement  may  be  recognized,  if  made  before  the  inter- 
vention of  a  valid  adverse  claim,^  (Hunt  «.  Lavin,  3  L.  D.,  499;  Gray 
V.  Nye,  6  L.  D.,  232;  General  Circular,  1889,  page  9;  Dallas  v.  Lyttle, 

II  L.  D.,  208),  yet  it  is  equally  as  well  settled  by  this  Department  sup- 
ported by  numerous  decisions  of  the  supreme  court,  that  a  second  filing 
will  only  be  allowed  "  where  a  prior  claim  has  prevented  the  completion 
of  the  original  entry  or  a  mistake  in  the  first  declaration  has  occurred 
without  the  knowledge  or  any  fault  of  the  claimant  Sanford  v.  San- 
ford  (139  U.  S.,  decided  April  13, 1891),  and  cases  there  cited.  Birtch 
V.  Ouddigan,  11  L.  D.,  121). 

In  the  light  of  these  decisions,  do  the  facts  in  this  case  warrant  me 
in  sustaining  the  filing  of  Silance  as  against  the  claim  of  Yeager.  The 
only  excuse  offered  by  him  for  not  completing  his  entry  under  his  first 
filing  is,  that  he  was  informed  (by  other  parties)  that  his  filing  was 
illegal. 
^  It  may  be  conceded  that  this  filing  was  illegal,  yet  if  it  ^*  resulted 
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from  the  wilfull  fault  or  gross  neglifjence  of  the  pre-emptor''  he  ex- 
hausted his  pre-emption  right  thereby.  G^ueral  Circular  of  1889, 
page  9. 

His  declaratory  statement  alleged  settlement  prior  to  the  date  of 
filing.  It  was  signed  by  him,  notwithstanding  he  clairas  to  have  ad- 
mitted to  the  lawyer  who  drew  the  same,  that  he  had  never  been  on 
the  land.  It  does  not  appear  in  the  evidence  that  he  cannot  read  and 
write,  on  the  contrary,  his  testimony  is  subscribed  by  him  in  his  own 
hand,  and  on  cross  examination,  in  relation  to  his  filing,  he  says  that  if 
his  declaratory  statement  was  required  to  be  signed  he  probably  signed 
it,  although  he  does  not  remember  the  fact  of  signing. 

Now  if  he  read  it,  and  signed  it,  he  was  guilty  of  a  fraud  in  alleging 
settlement  when  he  had  made  none.  If  he  did  not  read  it,  but  signed 
it  without  in  any  manner  making  himself  acquainted  with  its  contenta, 
I  think  he  is  clearly  guilty  of  gross  negligence,  and  cannot  be  excused 
therefrom,  to  the  prejudice  of  an  adverse  claimant,  who  has  complied 
with  the  law  in  all  respects. 

The  statute  allows  but  one  pre-emption  filing  and  to  hold  that  becanse 
Silance  filed  his  declaratory  statement  without  first  having  made  settle- 
ment on  the  land,  such  filing  was  a  nnllity  and  no  bar  to  a  second  filing, 
would  be  to  reward  fraud  and  negligence,  and  to  countenance  and  en- 
courage the  very  mischief  the  statute  was  intended  to  remedy,  namely, 
the  filing  of  declarations  for  several  tracts,  when  only  one  can  be  pre- 
empted, '^  thus  delaying  the  sales  and  preventing  others  from  settling 
on  or  buying,  with  a  view  to  a  purchase  by  themselves  or  friends  when 
it  became  convenient  to  do  so.^  (Johnson  v.  Towsley,  13  Wall,  89). 
The  cases  of  Christopher  Helleckson  (10  L.  D.,  229),  and  Charles  E. 
Smith  (id.,  150),  differ  from  the  one  at  bar  because  in  those  cases  there 
was  no  adverse  claimant. 

The  evidence  shows  full  corapiiauce  with  law  on  the  part  of  Teager. 
The  filing  of  Silance  will  be  canceled  and  the  proof  of  Yeager  accepted. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  reversed. 


FINAL  PROOF— NOTICE— APPRAIi. 

Ewma  t?.  BouRKE. 

Special  notice  of  intention  to  submit  final  proof  la  only  req aired  to  be  ^ven  to  parties 

in  intereat. 
The  rii£ht  of  appeal  cannot  be  exercised  by  one  who  is  not  a  party  in  interest. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the   General  Land 

Office,  May  21,  1891. 

Thomas  F.  Bourke,  on  ITovember  24,1884,  made  homestead  entry  for 
the  S.  i  of  the  N W.  i  and  the  N.  J  of  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  2,  T.  2  N.,  R, 
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32  E.,  Willamette  meridiau,  La  Grande  land  district,  Oregon.  His 
entry  was  made  sabject  to  the  preference  right  of  one  John  6. 1)yas^ 
successfnl  contestant  against  William  Swing's  timber-culture  entry  for 
the  same  tract.  Dyas  never  applied  to  enter.  Ewing  afterward  ini- 
tiated a  contest  against  Eourke's  homestead  entry,  which  contest  was 
decided  by  this  Department  March  11, 1890,  holding  that  where  a  suc- 
cessful contestant  does  not  exercise  his  preference  right  within  the  period 
prescribed  by  law,  the  land  becomes  subject  to  appropriation  by  any 
qualified  person ;  that  when  Bourke  entered  the  tract  it  was  subject  to 
his  entry;  and  that  he  had  shown  ^^  ample  good  faith  as  to  i^idence 
and  improvements ; "  also  dismissing  Swing's  contest  (10  L.  D.,  297). 

Eourke's  homestead  proof  was  made  January  24, 1890.  Ewing  al- 
leges that  this  was  illegal,  in  that  he  ^'  was  deprived  of  his  right  to 
attend  the  taking  of  the  proof — which  he  explains  by  adding  that 
^'the  pablicatiou  in  the  paper  was  no  notice  to  take  proof  at  an  illegal 
time;"  that  the  local  officers  erred  when  they  first  rejected  it  (because 
it  was  offered  while  a  contest  was  pending),  and  afterwards  (on  receiv- 
ing notice  of  departmental  decision  of  March  11, 1890,  in  Rourke's  favor) 
approved  it ;  that  they  erred  in  giving  the  plaintiff  no  notice  of  the 
proceedings;  and  finally  because  ^'  said  homestead  proof  was  not  true." 

By  said  departmental  decision  of  March  11, 1890,  Ewing's  contest  was 
dismissed,  and  from  that  date  he  has  not  been  in  the  case,  as  a  party 
in  interest,  hence  could  not  rightfully  claim  any  special  notice  not  given 
to  the  world  at  large  by  the  newspaper  advertisement  of  the  entryman's 
intention  to  make  final  proof.  If  Bourke's  proof  is  satisfactory  to  the 
local  officers  and  your  office,  Ewing,  not  being  a  party  in  interest,  has 
no  right  to  appeal.  Moreover,  ^^  the  invalidity  of  an  adverse  claim 
having  been  determined  in  a  decision  that  became  final  as  between  the 
parties  thereto,  precludes  the  adverse  claimant  from  again  setting  up 
his  claim  when  the  successful  party  offers  final  proof  in  accordance  with 
the  former  decision  "  (Dickson  v.  Bennett,  syllabus,  10  L.  D.,  451). 

Ewing  had  no  right  of  appeal  in  the  premises,  and  his  application  to 
appeal  was  properly  denied  by  your  office,  and  as  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  has  suffered  any  injustice  that  demands  the  interposition  of  the 
supervisory  authority  of  the  Department  to  remedy,  there  is  no  ground 
for  a  writ  of  certiorari,  and  his  petition  for  the  same  is  therefcg^e  denied. 
The  papers  are  herewith  transmitted* 
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BA[L.ROAI>  GRANT— SECTION  7,  ACT  OF  MABCH  8,  1881. 

Northern  Pacific  B.  B.  Go.  v.  Edgar  et  al. 

An  ODtry  of  land  embraced  within  the  withdrawal  on  general  ronte,  and  snboe- 
qnently  Inoladed  within  the  railroad  lands  forfeited  by  the  act  of  September  29, 
1890,  is  relieved  by  said  act  from  conflict  with  the  railroad  j^rant ;  and  the  former 
adverse  claim  of  the  company  will  not  defeat  the  confirmation  of  said  entry 
nnder  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891. 

To  bring  an  entry  within  the  confirmatory  operation  of  said  section,  for  the  benefit 
of  a  transferee,  the  proof  of  sale  mnst  be  accompanied  by  a  satisfactory  showing 
that  the  land  has  not  been  reconveyed,  and  that  no  collusion  exists  between  the 
entryman  and  the  transferee. 

Acting  Secretary  Oh  andler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Offioey 

May  21, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  tbe  Northern  Pacific  Raihroad  Com- 
pany from  yoar  office  decision  of  October  13,  1887,  rejecting  its  claim  to 
the  SB.  i  of  the  NB.  i,  and  the  N.  ^  of  the  SB.  i,  Sec.  1,  T.  7  N.,  R.  36 
E.,  Walla  Walla,  Washington. 

The  tract  in  question  is  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  of  Jnly,  2, 1864 
(13  Stat.,  365),  to  said  company. 

On  Angast  13,  1870,  said  company  filed  a  map  of  general  ronte,  in- 
cluding within  its  limits  the  land  in  question.  The  road  has  never  been 
built  opposite  this  tract,  neither  was  there  a  map  of  definite  location 
ever  filed. 

On  October  5, 1885,  John  Edgar  made  a  homestead  entry  for  the  tract 
in  question,  and  on  June  26, 1886,  commuted  the  same  to  cash  entry. 

On  July  3,  1886,  he  sold  the  same  to  Ebeoezer  M.  Peck  and  executed 
a  warranty  deed  therefor.  Said  Peck  is  now  asking  that  a  patent  be 
issued  as  provided  by  section  7  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat, 
1095). 

It  is  shown  that  Edgar  made  cash  entry  for  the  tract  June  26, 18S6, 
paid  for  the  same  and  received  a  final  receipt  and  certificate  showing 
that  fact  There  is  no  adverse  claim  which  originated  prior  ^to  the  date 
of  the  entry.  It  is  true  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
asserted  a  claim  by  reason  of  its  grant ;  but  as  the  road  was  never  built 
opposite  the  tract,  even  if  it  had  a  claim  before  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  September  29, 1890  (26  Stat.,  496),  the  passage  of  that  act  disposes 
of  it  by  declaring : 

That  ibere  is  hereby  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and  the  United  States  reenmes 
the  title  thereto,  all  lands  heretofore  granted  to  any  State  or  to  any  corporation  to 
aid  in  the  constrnction  of  a  railroad  opposite  to  and  coteroiinoas  with  tbe  portion  of 
any  snch  railroad  not  now  completed  and  in  operation,  for  the  constmotion  or  benefit 
of  which  snch  lands  were  granted ;  and  all  snob  lands  are  declared  to  be  a  part  of 
tbe  pnblic  domain. 

The  question  for  decision  is,  therefore,  one  between  Edgar  and  the 
government.    Alter  the  entry  had  been  made,  and  before  March  1, 
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1S88,  it  was  sold  to  Peck  for  a  valuable  coiinideratiou,  to  wit:  $4,000. 
It  is  8howa  by  the  deed  of  coaveyaiice,  which  is  filed  Iq  the  case,  and 
by  the  affidavit  ot'  the  trausferee,  that  the  sale  aud  conveyance  of  the 
property  was  bona  fide  and  for  the  consideration  above  named.  This 
affidavit,  however,  hardly  complies  with  the  requirements  of  the  circa- 
hir  of  May  8,  189 L  (12  L.  D.,  450),  in  that  it  does  not  show  that  the 
tract  has  not  been  reconveyed  to  the  eutryman. 

You  are  therefore  directed  to  call  upon  the  transferee  for  an  addi- 
tional affidavit  showing  that  the  tract  in  question  has  not  been  recon- 
veyed to  the  entryman  aud  that  there  exists  no  collusion  between  said 
entryman  and  himself. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  additional  evidence,  if  it  is  satisfactory,  you  will 
adjudicate  the  case  in  the  light  of  existing  laws. 


railroad  grant-revocation  of  indemnity  withdrawals- 
St.  Paul  and  Sioux  City  R.  B.  Co.  bt  al. 

It  is  within  tbe  authority  of  the  Department  to  revoke  an  executive  withdrawal  of 

indemnity  laiida. 
If  the  indemnity  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  St.  Paal  and  Sioux  City  K.  R.  Co. 

was  maile  under  legislative  direction  contained  in  section  7,  act  of  March  3, 1865, 

no  legal  objection  can  now  be  made  to  the  revocation  of  such  withdrawal,  as  said 

section  is  repealed  by  the  act  of  September  29,  1890. 
Section  4  of  the  forfeiture  act  of  1890,  is  intended  to  enable  the  Department  to  open 

to  settlement  and  entry  lands  formerly  withdrawn  for  indemnity  purposes,  and 

this  authority  is  not  limited  by  the  provisions  of  the  aiiUustment  act  of  March  3, 

1H87. 
Directions  given  that,  after  due  notice,  all  lands  heretofore  withdrawn  for  indemnity 

purposes  under  the  grants  in  question  be  restored  to  settlement  and  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler   to  tike  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land 

Officcj  May  22, 1890. 

On-Di*ceinber  30,  1890,  a  rule  was  entered  on  certain  land-grant  rail- 
road companies  to  sbow  cause  within  thirty  days  from  receipt  thereof 
why  the  sever<il  orders  of  withdrawal  from  settlement  of  the  lands 
within  the  indemnity  limits  of  their  respective  grants  should  not  be  re- 
voked aud  the  lands  therein  embraced  restored  to  settlement. 

A  copy  of  the  rule  was  duly  served  on  each  of  the  following  com- 
panies: 

St.  Paul  and  Sioux  City  B.  R.  Co., 

St.  Paul,  Stillwater  and  Taylor's  Falls  B.  B.  Co., 

St.  Paul  and  Northern  Pacific  B'y  Co., 

Sionx  City  and  St.  Paul  B.  B.  Co., 

Great  Northern  B'y  Co.  (formerly  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba 
B^y  Co.), 

Winona  and  St.  Peter  B.  B.  Co., 

Hastings  and  Dakota  B.  B.  Co.,  and  the 
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Chicago,  Milwankee  and  St.  Panl  B.  B.  Co. 

A  rule  was  also  entered  on  the  Iowa  Railroad  Land  Company,  sno- 
cessor  to  the  land  grant  for  the  Cedar  Bapids  and  Missouri  Biver  Bail- 
road  Company,  to  show  cause  why  the  order  withdrawing  from  settle- 
ment the  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  State  of 
Iowa  for  the  benefit  of  the  Cedar  Bapids  and  Missouri  Biver  Bailroad 
Company,  should  not  be  revoked  and  the  lands  therein  embraced  re- 
stored to  settlement. 

Of  these  companies,  the  St.  Panl  and  Sioux  City  Bailroad  Company, 
the  Iowa  Bailroad  Land  Company,  and  the  St.  Paul  and  Northern 
Pacific  Bail  way  Company  have  responded  to  the  rule  by  filing  written 
reasons  why  the  orders  revoking  the  withdrawals  should  not  be  made. 

The  St.  Paul  and  Sioux  City  Bailroad  Company  state:  That  the  with- 
drawal of  indemnity  lands  for  their  benefit  was  made  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1857  (11  Stat.,  195), 
and  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  May  12,  1864  (13  Stat.  72),  and 
that  neither  said  section  nor  the  act  of  March  3,  1857,  is  mentioned  in 
nor  repealed  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  September  29, 1890 
(26  Stat.,  496). 

Upon  examination  it  appears  that  neither  the  act  of  March  3, 1857, 
nor  the  7tli  section  of  the  act  of  May  12, 1864,  directs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  withdraw  from  market  or  entry  the  lands  within  the  in- 
demnity limits  of  the  grant  to  said  company.  It  appears  that  the  in- 
demnity withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  this  company  was  not  revoked 
in  1887,  when  the  company  was  cited  to  show  cause,  etc,  because  it 
was  claimed  in  answer  to  said  citation,  as  a  reason  why  said  revocation 
should  not  be  made,  that  the  7th  section  of  an  act  approved  March  3, 
1865  (13  Stat.,  526),  was  a  legislative  withdrawal  of  the  lands  in  the 
indemnity  limits  of  their  grant  and  consequently  the  land  department 
had  no  power,  in  the  absence  of  legislative  action,  to  revoke  the  order 
of  withdrawal  made  by  direction  of  Congress. 

The  Department  was  in  some  doubt,  by  reason  of  the  language  of 
said  section  7,  as  to  the  power  to  revoke  the  order.  All  doubt  has  since 
been  removed  by  the  passage  of  the  act  of  September  29,  1890,  supraj 
the  4th  section  of  which  repeals  section  7  of  the  act  of  1865,  Hupra. 

It  is  now  contended  by  the  company  that  neither  the  act  of  1857  nor 
1864  was  repealed  by  the  4th  section  of  the  forfeiture  act  of  1890.  This 
contention  is  not  mateiial,  since  nowhere,  in  either  of  these  acts  is  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  directed  to  withdraw  lands  within  the  indem- 
nity limits  for  the  benefit  of  this  company.  Nothing  is  found  in  the 
acts  of  1857,  and  1864,  to  prevent  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  from 
revoking  orders  of  withdrawal  heretofore  made. 

If  the  withdrawal  in  question  was  made  in  pursuance  of  legislative 
command  found  in  section  7,  of  the  act  of  1865,  no  legal  objection  can 
now  be  made  to  the  revocation  of  said  order,  since  said  section  7  has 
been  repealed.    If  the  withdrawal  in  question  wa^  made  by  virtue  of 
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the  geueral  antliority  over  such  matters  possessed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  then  were  the  withdrawal 
to  be  revoked,  no  law  would  be  violated,  no  contract  broken.  The 
company  would  be  placed  exactly  in  the  position  which  the  law  gave 
it,  and  deprived  of  no  rights  acquired  thereunder.  It  would  still  have 
its  right  to  select  indemnity  for  lost  lands,  but  it  would  have  no  advan- 
ta£:e  over  the  settler.    (Atlantic  and  Pacific  R.  B.  Co.,  6  L.  D.,  84.) 

The  St.  Paul  and  Sioux  City  Railroad  Company  further  says  that  the 
fact  that  the  grant  to  it  remains  unadjusted  is  not  its  fault,  but  is  due 
to  the  failure  of  the  government  to  determine  all  the  questions  pre- 
sented by  the  grant  and  the  definite  location  of  the  line  of  road  under 
it,  and  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  revoke  the  order  of  withdrawal  before 
the  grant  is  finally  adjusted.  This  assertion  is  without  force.  These 
lands  have  been  withdrawn  from  settlement  for  many  years;  long 
enough,  it  would  seem,  for  the  company  to  have  ascertained  its  losa  in 
place  and  selected  its  lien  lands  therefor. 

The  Iowa  Railroad  Laud  Company,  successors  in  interest  to  the  Cedar 
Rapids  and  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  state  as  reasons  why 
the  order  of  withdrawal  of  indemnity  lands  should  not  be  revoked,  that 
the  fourth  section  of  the  act  approved  September  29,  1890  (26  Stat., 
496),  which  repeals  so  much  of  the  provisions  of  section  four  of  the  act 
approved  June  2, 1864  (13,  Stat.,  95)  as  required  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  reserve  any  land  s  but  the  odd  numbered  sections  within  the 
six  miles  granted  limits  of  the  roads  mentioned  in  said  act  of  June  2, 
1864,  or  the  act  of  which  the  same  is  amendatory,  should  be  construed 
in  connection  with  and  as  following  the  adjustment  act  of  March  3, 
1887  (24  Stat,  556),  which  provides  for  the  adjustment  of  land  grants 
made  by  Congress  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads ;  that  it  is 
against  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  adjustment  act  to  restore  any 
lauds  to  market  which  might  or  may  be  found  to  be  required  to  satisfy 
the  grant  to  said  road  as  to  quantity ;  that  this  authority  conferred 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  revoke  the  withdrawals  heretofore 
made  by  statutory  direction,  should  only  be  invoked  when  the  grant  to 
said  road  has  been  adjusted  under  the  adjustment  act  of  1887. 

This  company  has  had  the  exclusive  control  over  the  lands  in  the  in- 
demnity belt  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  it  cannot  be  contended 
that  it  has  not  had  ample  opportunities  to  have  ascertained  and  secured 
its  rights  under  said  grant. 

If  Congress  intended,  at  the  time  of  making  the  grant  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Cedar  Rapids  and  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  that  the 
government  should  withdraw  from  settlement  the  lands  in  the  indemnity 
limits  of  their  grant,  it  is  evident  that,  by  repealing  ^<  so  much  of  the 
provisions  of  section  four  of  the  act  approved  June  second,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty  four  (13  Stat.,  95),  as  required  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  reserve  any  lands  but  the  odd-numbered  sections  within  the 
six  miles  granted  limits  of  the  roads  mentioned  in  said  act,"  congress 
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iDdicated  its  williDgQess  to  have  the  indemnity  withdrawals  revoked, 
so  that  the  railroad  Company  and  their  successors  conld  not  keep  sach 
lands  in  a  state  of  indefinite  withdrawal  to  wait  their  pleasure  or  con- 
venience. 

(Section  fonr  of  the  forfeiture  act  was  evidently  passed  by  Congress 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Department  to  open  these  and  other 
lands  to  settlement  without  any  special  reference  to  the  adjustment  act. 

In  my  opinion,  the  Iowa  Railroad  Land  Company  has  assigned  no 
sufficient  reason  why  the  revocation  of  the  order  of  withdrawal  should 
not  be  made. 

The  St.  Paul  and  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  in  answer  to 
the  rule  entered  against  them  to  show  cause  why  the  order  of  with- 
drawal for  the  benefit  of  said  company  should  not  be  revoked,  say  there 
are  no  vacant  lands  within  the  conceded  indemnity  limits  of  their  grant, 
and  that  by  reason  of  unavoidable  litigation  with  the  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis and  Manitoba  Railway  Company,  and  the  fact  that  the  govern- 
ment has  failed  to  determine  the  questions  presented  touching  the  rights 
of  said  company  under  its  grants,  this  company  has  been  unable  to 
secure  its  selected  lands,  and  it  claims  that  it  should  have  a  reasonable 
time  within  which  to  select  up  to  the  limit  of  its  full  quantity.  In 
addition  to  the  reasons  above  set  out,  the  cx)mpany  assigns  a  number 
of  general  reasons  why  the  revocation  of  the  orders  of  withdrawal  would 
affect  it  injuriously. 

I  am  unable  to  see,  from  an  examination  of  the  answer  submitted  by 
the  company,  any  sufficient  reason  why  the  orders  of  withdrawal  should 
not  be  revoked.  If,  as  the  company  asserts,  there  are  no  vacant  lands 
which  would  be  thrown  open  to  settlement  by  the  revocation,  then  the 
company  would  lose  nothing  by  it. 

The  other  companies  cited  to  discharge  the  rule  entered  against  them 
have  made  no  response. 

There  probably  is  but  a  small  amount  of  vacant  unappropriated  land 
within  the  indemnity  limits  of  some  of  the  above-named  roads;  still, 
the  withdrawals  remain  in  force  and  are  obstacles  in  the  way  of  law- 
abiding  citizens  who  may  desire  to  settle  upon  the  lauds  within  the 
indemnity  limits  of  said  roads.  I  therefore  direct  that,  after  giving  the 
usual  notice,  all  lands  under  withdrawals  heretofore  made  and  held  for 
indemnity  purposes  under  the  grants  to  said  roads  be  restored  to  the 
public  domain  and  opened  to  settlement  and  entry  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  heretofore  established  in  similar  cases. 
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APFIDAVrr  OF  CONTEST-CONTESTAN^T. 

Bamet  V.  Grieqo. 

An  affidavit  of  contest  may  be  properly  rejected  if  not  executed  in  due  form,  and  the 
contestant,  in  such  case,  acquires  no  rights  thereunder. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oammissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office,  May  22,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  John  M.  Barney,  from  yoar  decision 
dismissing  his  contest  against  the  homestead  entry  of  Pedro  Griego  for 
the  S.  i  of  SW.  i  of  Sec.  35,  Tp.  31  8.,  and  the  N.J  of  NW.  i  of  Sec.  2, 
Tp.  32  S.,  B.  63  W.,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

Your  decision  fairly  states  the  evidence  submitted  at  the  hearing,  and 
your  c  nclusions  are  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  the  rulings  of  the 
Department. 

It  is  contended  by  counsel  for  Bamey  that  his  rights  as  a  contestant 
became  effective  at  the  date  of  presenting  his  affidavit  of  contest,  Jan- 
uary 27, 1887,  and  that  said  affidavit  was  improperly  rejected  by  the 
receiver.  The  affidavit  in  question  purports  to  have  been  made  before 
James  McKrougU,  jr.,  a  notary  public,  on  January  26,  1887.  It  was 
presented  at  the  local  office  the  next  day  and  ^^  was  rejected  for  the 
reason  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  same  was  ever  sworn  to  by  the 
contestant." 

On  February  14,  1887,  McKrough,  the  notary  public,  certified  that 
Bamey  was  duly  sworn  to  the  affidavit  on  January  26, 1887,  but  that  he 
overlooked  ^'pkicing  his  signature  and  seal  on  that  side  of  the  affida- 
vit." It  thus  appears  that  the  paper  presented  at  the  local  office  on 
January  27,  was  not  a  properly  executed  affidavit  of  contest  and  it  was 
properly  rejected. 

The  affidavit  properly  executed  was  not  filed  until  March  1,  1887, 
and  the  contestant  intiated  no  rights  under  the  same  until  that  date,  and 
prior  to  that  time  the  laches  of  the  claimant  had  been  cured. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


BAIIiBOAD  GRANT— SELECTION  FEES-REPAYMENT. 

Sullivan  v.  Atlantic  and  Pacific  B.  B.  Co. 

The  existence  of  a  homestead  entry  at  the  date  of  definite  location  excepts  the  lands 
covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

An  application  of  the  railroad  company  for  the  retorn  of  selection  fees,  on  the  can- 
cellation of  a  selection,  and  the  acceptance  of  such  repayment,  operates  as  a  re- 
linquishment of  the  company's  claim  to  the  land  covered  by  such  selection. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler   to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land 

Office^  May  22, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  May  13,  1891,  enclosing  a  decision 
dated  June  28,  1873,  in  the  case  of  Sullivan  v.  The  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
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Bailroad  Company,  in  relation  to  the  rig^ht  of  ownership  of  the  S  }  of 
lots  1  and  2,  SW^  Sec.  19,  T.  26  N.,  R.  24  W.,  Springfield,  Missouri; 
and  asking  for  instructions  in  the  matter,  in  view  of  recent  disoov- 
eries  as  to  the  nature  of  the  claim  of  Sullivan. 

It  is  stated  that  he  made  a  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  in  question 
May  28, 1866.  The  lands  are  within  the  granted  limits  of  the  grant 
made  Jaly  27, 1866,  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  (14 
Stat.,  292).  The  map  of  definite  location  was  filed  on  December  17, 
1866. 

At  the  instance  of  the  Bailroad  Company,  on  December  4, 1872,  your 
office  authorized  a  hearing  to  determine  the  rights  of  Sullivan  under 
his  homestead  entry.  Ko  hearing  was  held  until  January  15, 1878;  in 
the  meantime  Sullivan's  entry  was  canceled  by  your  office  for  abandon- 
ment. This  hearing  of  January  15, 1878— if  it  may  be  called  a  hear- 
ing,— was  not  attended  by  either  of  the  original  parties.  Ex  parte  tes- 
timony was  submitted  by  one  Francis  M.  Oardner,  and  was  to  the  effect 
that  Sullivan  made  his  entry  as  an  ^'adjoining  farm,''  and  that  he  lived 
on  an  adjoining  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  continued  to 
reside  thereon  until  1871,  and  that  he  did  not  own  the  tract  he  lived 
upon. 

On  June  28, 1878,  your  office,  considering  the  testimony  submitted 
as  above,  held  that  Sullivan's  entry  was  illegal  from  its  inception,  and 
could  not  therefore  operate  to  defeat  the  right  of  the  railroad  company 
under  its  grant.    Yon  accordingly  awarded  the  tracts  in  question  to  it. 

An  appeal  was  taken  by  Gardner  from  your  judgment  to  this  De- 
partment, and  on  May  7, 1879,  said  ruling  of  your  office  was  affirmed 
pro  forma. 

The  tracts  were  listed  by  the  railroad  as  belonging  to  it  under  its 
grant,  but  no  patent  has  been  issued  therefor,  and  on  April  10, 1890, 
upon  examination  of  the  original  entry  papers  of  Sullivan,  you  found 
that :  ^^  It  is  clear  from  the  affidavit  that  he  did  not  intend  to  make  an 
adjoining  farm  entry,  for  he  swears  that  the  entry  was  made  for  actual 
settlement  and  cultivation."    You  further  state  that : 

There  is  not  a  word  in  the  affidavit  of  the  entry  man  to  indicate  his  intention  to 
make  bis  entry  as  an  adjoining  farm,  and  it  must  be  presumed  tbat  as  be  did  not  own 
tbe  adjoining  tract,  or,  if  be  sapposed  be  owned  it,  being  in  possession  under  some 
license  from  tbe  railroad  company,  be  knew  be  was  not  entitled  to  an  adjoining  farm 
entry  as  tbe  land  upon  wbicb  be  lived  contained  one  bnndred  and  sixty  acres. 

You  state  that  you  have  received  a  letter  from  James  K.  Yanghen, 
of  Spi  ingfield,  Missouri,  stating  that  a  client  of  his  purchased  the  tracts 
in  question  from  the  railroad  company  after  the  decision  of  this  De- 
partment in  1879,  awarding  the  land  to  said  company. 

The  entry  of  Sullivan  made  in  1866  was  an  ordinary  homestead  en- 
try, and  was  of  record  at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  the  company's  map 
of  definite  location.  The  tracts  in  question  were  thereby  excepted  from 
the  operation  of  .the  grant  and  when  the  entry  was  abandoned  by  Sol- 
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livan  it  became  niiappropHated  pablic  land.  In  fact,  the  action  of  the 
railroad  company  in  applying  for  and  accepting  repayment  of  the  se- 
lection fees  when  its  selection  was  canceled  by  you  April  10,  1890,  will 
operate  as  a  relinquishment  of  its  claim  to  the  land. 

If  Mr.  Yanghen's  client  applies  for  a  patent  nnder  section  five  of  the 
act  of  March  3,  1887  (24  Stats.,  556),  you  will  pass  upon  his  application 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  decisions  of  this  Department.  (See 
case  of  Samuel  L.  Oampbell,  12  L.  D.,  247,  and  cases  therein  cited.) 


RAILROAD  GRANT-SETTLEMENT— RELINQUISHMENT. 

Florida  Ey.  &  NAviaATioN  Co.  v.  Roberts. 

In  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  a  settlement  upon  pablio  land  by  a  qual- 
ified person  wiU  be  presumed  to  have  been  made  with  the  intention  of  entering 
such  land  under  the  settlement  laws. 

Lands  once  relinquished  by  the  company  in  favor  of  a  settlement  claim  can  not  again 
be  claimed  by  the  company,  even  though  the  settler  fail  to  perfect  his  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Gfhandler  to  the  GommiBsioner  of  the   General  Land 

Office^  May  26,  1891. 

This  appeal  is  brought  by  the  Florida  Railway  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany from  the  decision  of  3'oar  office  of  October  16,  1888,  rejecting  its 
daim  to  the  W.  J  of  the  NW.  J  and  the  NW.  4  of  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  29, 
and  the  NE.  i  of  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  30,  T.  17  S.,  R.  23  E.,  Gainesville, 
Florida,  and  allowing  the  application  of  Isliam  Roberts  to  make  home- 
stead entry  of  said  tract. 

The  tract  in  controversy  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to 
the  State  of  Florida  (II  Stat.,  15),  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  road 
from  Amelia  Island  to  Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa  Bay,  the  benefit  of  which 
was  conferred  l>y  the  State  of  Florida  ujwn  the  Florida  Railroad  Com- 
pany, whose  rights  and  interests  thereunder  have  been  assigned  and 
transferred  through  its  successors  to  the  Florida  Railway  and  Naviga- 
tion Company,  the  present  claimants  under  said  grant. 

This  road  was  definitely  located  December  14,  1860,  a  withdrawal 
having  been  made  September  6,  1856,  in  anticipation  of  the  probable 
limits  of  the  road,  which  was  affirmed  April  25, 1857. 

On  December  7, 1875,  the  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit 
Company,  who  were  the  claimants  under  this  grant,  as  successors  to 
the  Florida  Railroad  Company,  submitted  to  the  General  Land  Office  a 
map  of  the  definite  location  of  the  line  of  said  road  between  Waldo  and 
Tampa,  and  requested  that  instructions  be  given  to  the  land  office  at 
Gainesville  to  withhold  from  entry  the  odd  sections  within  the  fifteen 
mile  limits.  This  application  was  refused  by  Secretary  Chiv,ndler,  April 
29,  1876,  upon  the  ground  that  the  failure  to  designate  said  line  until 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  fixed  for  completing  the  road  is  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  abandonment  of  the  grant. 
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In  October,  1879,  the  compaDy  again  presented  this  map  to  the  (gen- 
eral Land  Office,  with  exhibits,  showing  that  it  was  a  trae  copy  of  the 
original  map  of  definite  location,  which  was  filed  in  the  Greneral  Land 
Office  December  14,  1860,  and  asked  that  the  decision  of  Secretary 
Chandler  be  reviewed,  upon  the  ground  that  material  facts  showing  the 
location  of  the  entire  road  in  1860  were  not  before  Secretary  Chandler 
when  his  decision  was  rendered. 

On  January  28, 1881,  Secretary  Schurz  granted  said  application,  hold- 
ing that  the  road  from  Amelia  Island  to  Tampa  Bay  was  definitely 
located,  and  such  location  was  exhibited  by  maps  filed  in  and  recognized 
by  the  Department,  December  14, 1800.  The  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  was  directed  to  make  tbe  necessary  withdrawal  ot  lands 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  company  and  to  secure  the  proi>er  adjust- 
ment of  the  grant  upon  the  line  designated. 

The  definite  location  of  the  road,  December  14, 1860,  caused  the  grant 
to  attach  to  all  the  odd  sections  witbin  the  primary  limits  that  did  not 
come  within  the  exceptions  contained  in  the  grant,  and  the  right  of  the 
road  as  to  such  sections  could  not  be  defeated  by  settlement  and  im- 
provements made  subsequent  to  that  date.  This  was  the  effect  of  the 
decision  of  Secretary  Schurz  of  January  28,  1881,  which  was  affirmed 
by  Secretary  Teller,  in  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  Company 
(2  L.  D.,  561),  and  by  Secretary  Lamar  in  Florida  Bail  way  and  Naviga- 
tion Company  (5  L.  D.,  107). 

To  protect  settlers  who  had  in  good  faith  made  entries  and  settle- 
ments within  said  limits,  it  was  necessary  that  the  company  should  re- 
linquish its  claim  to  such  tracts.  The  company  had  previously  made 
a  formal  waiver  of  its  claims  in  favor  of  actual  settlers  prior  to  Decem- 
ber 13, 1875,  and  Secretary  Schurz,  calling  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
missioner to  said  waiver,  instructed  him  to  request  the  company  to 
make  a  like  waiver,  covering  the  time  from  that  date  to  the  time  when 
formal  notice  of  the  withdrawal,  directed  in  his  said  letter  of  January  28, 
1881,  should  be  received  at  the  local  office. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  the  company  extended  the  relin- 
quishment or  waiver  to  all  actual  bona-fide  settlers,  who  make  improve- 
ments prior  to  the  16th  day  of  March,  1881. 

Under  this  relinquishment,  Eoberts  applied  to  make  homestead  entry 
of  said  tract,  December  20,  1887,  alleging  settlement  upon  the  land  in 
March,  1880.  The  company  had  listed  the  tracts  in  the  odd  sections 
on  May  24,  1884,  as  inuring  under  its  grant,  and  selected  the  tract  in 
the  even  section,  January  18, 1882,  under  the  act  of  June  22, 1874, 

A  hearing  was  ordered  upon  this  application,  and  upon  said  hearing 
it  was  shown  that  Roberts  settled  upon  the  tract  in  1880,  and  that  it 
had  been  occnpifsd  by  himself  or  some  member  of  his  family  until  1887, 
when  he  was  placed  in  jail.  It  appears  that  he  was  in  jail  when  he 
made  his  application  to  make  homestead  entry,  and  that,  at  the  time 
of  the  hearing,  the  place  was  occupied  by  his  son,  and  the  house  was 
used  as  a  school  house. 
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Upon  this  testimony,  your  office  held  tbat  the  settlement  of  Roberts 
was  protected  by  the  company's  relinquishment,  and  held  his  applica- 
tion for  allowance. 

From  this  decision  the  comi)any  appealed,  assigning  the  following 
errors,  to  wit: 

1.  In  a  warding  til  eland  to  Roberts  without  first  ascertaining  that  his  settlement  was 
made  with  the  intention  of  claiming  the  land  under  United  Statefs  laws,  or  deter- 
miniug  that  he  had  such  intention  prior  to  March  26,  [16]  1881. 

2.  In  holding  that  a  man  confined  in  Jail  can  make  homestead  entry  of  land  on 
which  neither  he  nor  his  family  are  residing. 

3.  In  allowing  him  to  embrace  in  such  entry  more  laud  than  he  has  ever  occupied 
or  controlled  or  claimed. 

To  the  first  assignment  of  error  it  may  be  answered  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  evidence  to  the  contrary,  a  settlement  upon  pablic  lands 
by  a  person  qaalified  to  enter  will  be  presumed  to  have  been  made  with 
the  intention  of  entering  said  lands  under  the  settlement  laws,  and  the 
mere  fact  that  subsequent  to  March  16, 1881,  he  may  have  attempted  to 
purchase  it  from  the  railroad  company  does  not  overcome  the  presump- 
tion that  his  settlement  made  prior  to  that  date  was  made  with  the  in- 
tention of  taking  the  land  under  the  settlement  laws.  Wigg  v,  Florida 
By.  &  Navigation  Co.,  12  L.  D.,  301. 

As  to  the  second  ground  of  error,  the  claimant  and  his  witnesses  tes- 
tified that  he  settled  upon  the  tract  in  controversy,  which  includes  the 
four  forties,  in  1880.  and  improved  the  same,  and  no  evidence  was  of)'ei*ed 
by  the  company  showing  that  he  did  not  settle  upon  all  of  the  land  in 
controversy.  His  improvements  consisted  of  a  dwelling  house,  corn 
crib,  stable,  smoke  house,  and  eighteen  acres  cleared,  fenced  and  planted 
in  cotton,  corn,  peas,  and  potatoes ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  there 
was  any  part  of  the  tract  in  controversy  that  was  not  at  some  tinie  cul- 
tivated or  improved. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  claimant  was  in  jail  when  his  application  was 
made  will  not  defeat  his  right  to  claim  the  land  under  his  settlement, 
and,  even  if  he  should  fail  to  perfect  his  entry,  the  lands  having  once 
been  relinquished  by  the  cpmpany,  by  reason  of  the  settlement  of  Rob- 
erts, existing  prior  to  March  16, 1881,  they  could  not  be  again  claimed 
by  it,  for  the  reason  that  in  consideration  of  said  relinquishment  the 
company  became  entitled  to  select  an  equivalent  quantity  of  even  sec- 
tions within  said  limits,  under  the  act  of  June  22, 1874.  Peninsular 
Railroad  Company  v.  Carlton  and  Steele,  2  L.  D.,  531;  Florida  Railway 
and  Navigation  Company  v.  Dick,  7  L.  D.,  481. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 
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ADDITIONAL  HOMESTEAD— ALABAMA  LANDS -APPEAL. 

.    Avery  v.  Smith. 

Under  tbe  act  of  May  6,  1886,  an  additional  entry  may  pass  to  patent  witLout  proof 
of  settlement  and  cnltivation,  where  final  proof  has  been  made  on  the  original 
entry,  and  a  contest,  therefore,  will  not  lie  as  a|i:ainst  such  additional  entry  on  a 
general  charge  of  abandonment. 

The  act  of  March  3,  1883,  requiring,  prior  to  entry,  public  offering  of  lands  thereto- 
fore reported  as  containing  coal  and  iron,  under  departmental  construction  is 
held  applicable  only  to  lands  reported  as  ''  valuable''  for  coal. 

The  failure  of  a  homestead  applicant  to  appeal  from  the  rejection  of  his  application 
will  not  bar  a  subsequent  assertion  of  priority  of  right  as  against  another,  where 
such  failure  is  due  to  erroneous  information  received  from  the  local  officers  as  to 
the  record  status  of  the  land. 

Actinff  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  26,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Margaret  Avery  from  the  decision  of 
your  office  of  October  23, 1889,  dismissing  her  contest  against  the  addi- 
tional homestead  entry  of  Martha  Smith,  for  the  SE.  ^  of  the  NE.  \  and 
the  NE.  i  of  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  14,  T.  14  S.,  R.  2  W.,  Huntsville,  Ala- 
bama. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  Martha  Smith  made  original  home- 
stead entry  for  the  K  J  of  the  NE.  J  of  said  Sec.  14,  T.  14  S.,  R.  2  W., 
September  25, 1878,  and  received  patent  for  the  same  March  10,  1885. 
On  February  16, 1887,  she  made  additional  homestead  entry  of  the  SE.  ^ 
of  the  NE.  I  and  the  NE.  |  of  the  SE.  i  of  said  section,  nnder  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  March  3,  1879  (20  Stat.,  472),  and  the  act  of  May 
6,  1886  (24  Stat,  22),  amendatory  thereof,  which  provided  that  home- 
stead settlers,  within  railroad  limits,  restricted  to  less  than  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  who  have  made  additional  entry  under  the  act  of 
March  3, 1879,  after  having  made  final  proof  of  settlement  and  culti- 
vation under  the  original  entry,  shall  be  entitled  to  have  the  lands  cov- 
ered by  the  additional  entry  patented  without  further  cost  or  proof  of 
settlement  and  cultivation. 

On  July  26, 1889,  Margaret  Avery  made 'affidavit,  before  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  northern  district 
of  Alabama,  alleging 

that  the  said  Martha  Smith  has  wholly  ahandoned  said  tract;  that  she  has  changed 
her  residence  therefrom  for  more  than  six  months  since  making  said  entry ;  that  said 
tract  is  not  settled  upon  and  cultivated  by  said  party  as  reqnired  by  law.  Contest- 
ant also  claims  the  prior  right  to  enter  said  land,  she  having  lived  upon  said  land 
one  year  before  Martha  Smith  entered  said  land,  and  contestant  having  applied  to 
enter  said  land  prior  to  Martha  Smith's  entry. 

With  said  affidavit  of  contest  she  also  filed  a  statement,  not  verified, 
alleging  that  she  is  a  widow  and  actual  bona  fide  settler  on  the  tract  in 
controversy  and  had  been  living  on  the  tract  for  more  than  two  years, 
ui>on  which  she  had  built  a  dwelling  house  and  made  valuable  improve- 
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ments;  that  she  resided  od  the  land  one  year  prior  to  the  entry  of 
Martha  Smith,  and  that  the  said  Martha  Smith  at  the  time  she  made 
her  entry  knew  that  contestant  was  residing  npon  and  had  improved 
the  tract ;  that  she  made  application  at  the  local  land  office  to  enter 
said  land  the  early  part  of  January,  1887,  which  was  rejected  by  the 
local  officers,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  described  as  coal  and  mineral 
land  and  was  not  subject  to  entry* 

You  dismissed  the  contest,  for  the  reason  that  any  rights  which  the 
plaintiff  may  have  gained  by  her  alleged  prior  settlement  have  been 
lost  by  her  failure  to  appeal  from  the  rejection  of  her  application,  and 
it  is  immaterial  whether  the  defendant  settled  upon  and  cultivated  the 
land,  or  whether  she  abandoned  it.  From  this  decision  the  contestant 
appealed. 

When  the  claimant  made  her  entry  and  when  this  contest  was  filed, 
the  act  of  May  6, 1886,  was  in  force,  which  allowed  the  additional  entry 
to  pass  to  patent  without  proof  of  settlement  and  cultivation,  where 
full  proof  had  been  made  on  the  original  entry,  and  her  entry  was  there- 
fore not  subject  to  contest  upon  this  ground. 

The  only  question  for  consideration  upon  this  appeal  is,  whether  the 
contestant  was  debarred  from  contesting  this  entry  upon  the  ground  of 
priority  of  right  by  reason  of  her  failure  to  appeal  from  the  rejection  of 
her  application  to  enter. 

The  act  of  March  3, 1883  (22  Stat,  487),  provided  that  all  lands  that 
had  been  reported  as  containing  coal  and  iron  should  not  thereafter  be 
subject  to  homestead  entry,  until  said  lauds  had  first  been  offered  at 
public  sale. 

In  the  circular  of  April  9, 1883  (I  L.  D.,  655),  the  local  officers  were 
directed  not  to  allow  entries  of  tracts  that  had  been  investigated  and 
reported  as  valuable  for  minerals.  The  tract  in  tiontroversy  was  within 
the  limits  of  the  belt  of  lands  so  reported,  but  upon  investigation  it 
was  classed  as  *'  coal  not  valuable,"  and,  hence,  was  subject  to  entry 
under  the  terms  of  tlie  circular,  although  it  was  reported  as  containing 
coal. 

It  appears  that  the  local  officers,  at  the  time  when  the  contestant 
applied  to  enter  the  land,  considered  that  the  records  of  their  office 
showed  that  the  land  was  not  subject  to  entry,  and  the  application  was 
therefore  refused. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  if  the  land  was  not  subject  to  entry  at. 
the  date  of  her  application,  the  failure  to  appeal  therefrom  would  not 
affect  her  right  to  contest  the  entry  of  another,  which  had  been  subse- 
quently allowed  upon  thegroundof  priority  of  claim  and  settlement,  and 
the  only  question  that  anses  is,  whether  the  mistake  of  the  local  offi* 
cers  in  refusing  to  allow  her  application,  upon  the  ground  tb  at  the  land 
was  classed  as  coal  or  mineral  and  not  subject  to  homestead  eutr^^,  waa 
a  bar  to  the  further  assertion  of  a  claim  to  the  laud  after  it  had  been 
entered  by  another. 
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I  am  of  tbe  opiQion  tbat  her  failure  to  api>eal  from  this  action  of  the 
local  officers  is  not  a  bar  to  her  right  to  assert  priority  of  claim. 

The  act  provided  fhat  lands  reported  as  containing  coal  and  ir6n 
should  not  be  subject  to  entry  until  after  public  oft'ering,  and  this  tract 
was  reported  as  containing  coal.  While  the  Department  construed  said 
act  to  embrace  only  such  lands  as  were  reported  *<  valuable  for  minerals," 
and  although  this  tract  was  designated  on  the  list  of  lands  sent  to  the 
local  office  as  ^^coal  not  valuable,"  the  contestant  was  justified  in  acting 
upon  the  information  given  to  her  by  the  local  officers  as  to  the  status  of 
said  land,  as  shown  by  their  records,  and  that  it  was  not  then  subject 
to  entry.  Her  failure  to  appeal  therefrom  should  not  deprive  her  of  the 
right  to  have  the  error  of  the  local  officers  corrected  by  contesting,  upon 
the  ground  of  priority,  the  claim  of  another  who  was  allowed  to  enter 
the  land. 

If  the  contestant  had  improved  the  tract  and  was  residing  upon  it  at 
the  date  of  entry,  as  alleged,  the  claimant  had  notice  of  the  prior  occu- 
pancy and  improvements  of  the  contestant,  and  made  her  entry  subject 
to  whatever  right  the  contestant  might  have.  Her  rights  should  not  be 
defeated  upon  mere  technical  grounds. 

Your  decision  is  reversed,  and  a  hearing  will  be  ordered  upon  the 
contest  to  determine  the  question  of  the  priority  of  claim. 


RIGlfr  OF  WAT-MAP  OF  DEFTNTTE  liOCATION. 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Ry.  Co. 

The  map  tjubniitted  on  application  for  right  of  way  must  be  in  tbe  fonn  of  one  con- 

tinuons  map,  and  not  in  detached  aeotions. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  OommisHoner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  28, 1891. 

With  yonr  letter  of  the  9th  instant  to  the  Department,  yon  trans- 
mitted, what  is  stated  to  be,  a  map  divided  into  six  detached  sections, 
for  convenience  in  handling  and  transmission  to  appropriate  land  dis- 
tricts, showing  38.24  miles  of  the  definitely  located  line  of  road  of  the 
Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  and  Sanlt  Ste  Marie  Railway  Company  in  North 
Dakota  and  filed  under  the  provisions  of  the  right  of  way  act  of  March 
3, 1875. 

This  map  as  submitted,  is  not  satisfactory  to  the  Department  and  it 
is  herewith  returned  without  approval. 

The  regulations  under  the  above  act  are  to  the  effect  that  maps  filed 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  its  benefits,  should  be  drawn  to  a  scale  of 
not  less  than  two  thousand  feet  to  one  inch.  An  adherence  to  this 
scale  has  not  been  held  to  be  imperative  when  maps  drawn  to  a  lesser 
one  have  been  filed,  if  in  other  respects  properly  submitted,  but  in  no 
instance  have  such  been  approved  that  have  not  tbrmed  one  continuous 
map. 
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The  map  in  baud  is  drawn  to  a  scale  of  eight  hundred  feet  to  one 
inch.  This  fact,  however,  does  not  warrant  its  submission  other  than 
in  the  customary  way  as  an  entirety  to  which  the  required  affidavit  and 
certificate  alone  relate. 


BAIL.BOAD  GBANT— ARMED  OCCUPATION  ACTS. 

Florida  Ry.  and  Navigation  Co. 

Directions  given  for  the  publication  of  railroad  selections  that  embrace  lands  that 
may  be  covered  by  former  entries  under  the  ''  armed  occupation  acts.'' 

Aetifig  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  Oeneral  La)id  Office^ 

May  28, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  commnnication  of  the  20th  instant,  relative 
to  entries  made  under  the  acts  of  August  4, 1842  (5  Stat,  502),  June 
15, 1844  (5  Stat.,  671),  and  July  1,  1848  (9  SUit.,  243),  known  as  the 
Armed  Occupation  Acts,  stating  that  the  Florida  Railway  and  Navi- 
gation Company  has  selected  several  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land 
under  the  grant  to  said  road,  which  are  now  being  examined  with  a 
view  of  certifying  the  same  to  the  company ;  that  inasmuch  as  a  large 
number  of  these  entries  which  lie  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  said 
road  have  not  been  ascertained  and  entereil  ut>on  the  tnvct  books  of  the 
General  Land  Office  and  the  local  office,  it  will  be  impossible  to  protect 
such  settlers,  unless  some  action  is  taken  to  ascertain  and  locate  these 
entries,  before  acting  upon  said  selections. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  you  request  my  opinion  upon  the  propriety 
and  advisability  of  detailing  some  one  thoroughly  familiar  with  these 
cases  and  the  facts  connected  therewith  to  proceed  to  said  State,  and 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  said  entries,  taking  such  testimony  as 
may  be  submitted  in  support  thereof,  and  to  ascertain  and  locate  the 
same  with  reference  to  the  public  surveys,  to  the  end  that  such  settlers 
or  their  heirs  may  be  protected  in  their  rights. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  rights  of  all  settlers  or  the  heirs  of  per- 
sons who  settle  under  said  acts  will  be  better  protected  by  directing 
the  local  officers  to  advertise  a  list  of  all  lands  selected  within  the  lim- 
its afori'said  in  the  several  papers  published  nearest  to  the  lauds,  for 
the  period  of  three  months,  requiring  all  claimants  of  the  lands  so  se- 
lected to  file  notice  of  their  claims  in  the  local  office  within  four  months 
from  the  date  of  publication  of  such  notice.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  if  no  such  claims  are  filed,  I  think  the  selections  may  then  be 
api)roved. 

This  plan  will  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  detailing  a  special  agent 
to  make  examination  into  these  entries,  and  in  my  opinion  will  be  the 
more  practical  and  feasible  manner  of  protecting  the  rights  of  all  set- 
tlers or  the  heirs  of  such  settlers,  who  may  still  claim  any  lands  now 
selected  by  the  road  which  were  settled  upon  under  the  acts  aforesaid. 
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11AIL.ROAD  GRANT-SBTTIiEMENT  RIGHT* 

Nor  J  HERN  Pacific  B.  E.  Co.  v.  McObimmon. 

A  settlement  at  date  of  definite  location,  by  one  qualified  to  enter  the  land  nnder  the 
settlement  laws,  excepts  the  land  coveted  thereby  from  the  grant,  even  though 
such  settler  may  be  ignorant  of  his  right  and  holds  the  land  under  the  belief  that 
it  is  subject  to  the  grant. 

When  settlement  and  occupancy,  alo.ue,  at  the  time  rights  under  a  railroad  grant 
attach,  are  relied  upon  to  except  the  land  from  such  grant,  it  must  affirmatively 
appear  that  the  party  in  possession  had  the  right  at  that  time  to  assert  a  claim 
to  the  land  in  question  under  the  settlement  laws. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

May  28,  1891. 

This  appeal  involves  the  right  to  the  N.  J  of  the  Ifl^W.  i  of  Sec  15,  T. 
13  N.,  K.  18  E.,  North  Yakima,  Wasbiugton,  which  is  within  the  pri- 
mary limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Bail  road  Company. 

The  land  was  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  withdrawal  on  gen- 
eral route,  and  the  only  qaestion  in  issue  is,  whether  there  was  snch  a 
claim  to  the  tract  at  definite  location  as  excepted  it  from  the  operation 
of  the  grant. 

The  record  shows  that  at  date  of  definite  location,  it  was  claimed  and 
occupied  by  George  N.  Thomas,  who  had  purchased  the  improvements 
of  a  prior  settler.  It  appears  that  Thomas  held  adjoining  land,  in  con- 
nection with  this  tract,  and  in  1881  he  applied  to  enter  it  under  the 
timber-culture  or  desert  land  law,  but  the  local  officers  informed  him 
that  it  was  railroad  land,  and  that  he  could  not  get  it  as  government 
land  ;  that  he  then  filed  for  it  as  railroad  land,  thinking  he  could  not 
get  it  any  other  way,  and  paid  the  register  $3.(K),  and  got  a  receipt 

irom  the  railroad  company. 
At  the  same  time,  Thomas  made  a  pre-emption  filing  on  an  adjoining. 

tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  was  residing  upon  at 
date  of  definite  location.  He  cultivated  the  tract  in  controversy,  in 
connection  with  his  pre-emption  claim,  and  he  testified  that  he  claimed 
it  as  railroad  land,  but  that  it  was  his  intention  to  file  on  it  as  govern- 
ment land,  if  he  had  been  permitted  to  do  so.  He  further  states  that 
in  the  fall  of  1884  he  applied  to  a  lawyer  to  see  if  he  could  hold  the 
land  as  government  land,  who  promised  to  see  about  it,  and  bearing 
nothing  from  him,  he  traded  it  in  1885  to  Oeorge  F.  Bullock  for  another 
ranch. 

On  October  13, 1886,  Bullock  entered  the  land  under  the  timber  cul- 
ture law,  which  was  canceled  March  16, 1889,  and  on  the  same  <1ay 
John  G.  MacGrimmon,  who  had  purchased  the  improvements  of  Bul- 
lock, made  homestead  entry  of  the  land,  and  submitted  fiual  proof 
thereon  October  29, 1889. 

The  claim  of  the  com]>any  was  rejected  by  your  office,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  is  clearly  shown  that  the  land  has  been  continuously 
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occapied,  claimed,  and  improved  since  1878,  and  under  the  ruling  in 
the  case  of  Korthem  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Bowman,  7  L.  D., 
238,  it  was  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

From  this  decision  the  company  appealed,  alleging  the  following 
grounds  of  error : 

1.  Error  to  rale  that  this  land  was  excepted  from  the  grant  to  the  company  hy  the 
character  of  occupancy  shown  to  have  existed  at  date  of  definite  location  of  the  line 
of  road  May  25, 1864. 

4.  Error  not  to  have  found  that  said  occupauoy  was  hy  one  claiming  under  an  ap- 
plication to  purchase  from  the  company,  and  that  there  was  no  claim  to  the  tract  at 
date  of  defiuite  location  adverse  to  said  company ;  that  the  claim  of  Thomas  (then 
existing)  was  in  privity  with  the  company  andconld  not  defeat  its  right. 

3.  Error  not  1o  have  rejected  MacCrimmon's  entry  and  in  not  awarding  the  land 
to  the  company. 

In  support  of  this  api)eal,  counsel  for  the  railroad  company  contend 
that  Thomas  did  not  claim  the  land  as  government  land,  but  as  rail- 
road land,  and  that,  although  the  land  was  excepted  from  the  with- 
drawal on  general  route,  yet  Thomas  did  not  insist  upon  the  right  to 
take  it  as  government  land,  but  was  satisfied  to  claim  it  under  the  rail- 
road company. 

Under  the  ruling  of  the  Department,  as  announced  in  the  cases  of 
IN'ortheru  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Bowman,  7  L.  D.,  238,  and 
Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  v.  Potter,  11  L.  D.,  531,  the  only 
question  to  be  determined  is,  whether  there  was  a  settlement  on  the 
land  at  date  of  definite  location  by  one  having  the  qualification  to  enter 
the  land  under  the  settlement  laws,  and,  if  these  facts  are  shown,  the 
land  would  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  although  such 
settler  might  not  have  known  of  his  right,  but  held  the  land  under 
the  belief  that  it  was  railroad  land. 

But,  in  the  case  of  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  v.  Potter,  su- 
pra^ it  was  also  held  that  when  settlement  and  occupancy,  alone,  at  the 
time  the  rights  under  a  railroad  grant  attach,  are  relied  on  to  except 
the  land  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  it  must  affirmatively  appear 
that  the  party  in  possession  had  the  right  at  that  time  to  assert  a  claim 
to  the  land  in  question  under  the  settlement  laws. 

The  record  shows  that  Thomas  had  filed  a  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  for  another  tract,  and  was  therefore  disqualified  to  enter  the 
land  under  the  preemption  law.  He  might,  however,  have  entered  the 
land  under  the  homestead  law  if  he  was  then  qualified,  but  as  it  does 
not  affirmatively  appear  that  he  was  so  qualified,  under  the  ruling  of 
the  Department  in  the  cases  above  cited  his  settlement  did  not  except 
the  tract  from  the  operation  of  the  grant 

The  present  claimant  should,  however,  be  notified  thnt  he  will  be 
allowed  to  submit  supplemental  proof  as  to  whether  Thomas  had,  at 
date  of  definite  location,  the  qualification  to  enter  the  land  under  the 
homestead  law,  after  due  notice  and  service  upon  the  company  of  such 
proof. 

Your  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 
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HOMESTEAD  ENTRY- MEANDERED  STREAM. 

Hattie  Ftjhreb. 

The  fact  that  a  stream  has  been  meandered,  will  not  operate  to  defeat  an  entry  em- 
bracing lands  on  each  side  thereof,  where  it  is  satisfactorily  shown  by  the  records 
of  survey  that  such  stream  does  not  fall  within  the  class  that  should  be  mean- 
dered. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Co^nmissiofier  of  the  QeneraX 

Land  Office,  May  29,  1891. 

I  have  examined  the  appeal  of  Hattie  Fnlirer  from  the  decision  of 
your  office  dated  February  11, 1890,  suspending;  ber  homestead  entry 
for  lots  7,  8,  9,  19,  20  and  21,  Sec.  2,  Tp.  12  N.,  R.  5  W.,  Kingfisher, 
Oklahoma  Territory,  for  the  reason  that  the  entry  embraced  lots  on 
both  sides  of  a  meandered  stream. 

It  appears  that  the  appellant  made  homestead  entry  for  the  land  above 
described  April  20, 1889,  lots  7, 8  and  9  lying  on  the  left  bank,  and  lots 
19,  20  and  21  on  the  right  bank  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Canadian 
River. 

In  the  regular  course  of  official  business,  the  entry  was  reported  to 
your  office  with  the  current  returns  for  April,  1889,  and  on  examination, 
was  suspended  by  your  office  letter  of  February  11, 1890,  allowing  the 
party  to  elect  whether  she  will  relinquish  such  portion  of  the  land  so 
that  the  entry  will  be  confi  ned  to  one  side  of  the  river,  or  to  relinquish  [ 
the  entire  tract  covered  by  her  homestead,  with  the  privilege  of  making 
a  new  entry. 

From  this  decision  and  requirement,  the  appellant,  on  April  19, 1890, 
appealed  to  this  Department,  alleging  that  her  home  and  improvements 
are  situated  on  about  fifty  acres  on  the  north  side  of  said  river,  while 
about  one  hundred  acres  of  the  be^t  and  most  valuable  land  in  ber 
entry,  as  also  nearly  all  the  timber  on  her  claim,  is  located  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river ;  that  all  the  public  land  in  that  section  has  been  taken 
up  by  settlers,  therefore  should  she  relinquish  her  homestead  entry  to 
the  United  States,  it  would  be  impossible  for  her  to  secure  another  in 
that  section  of  the  country. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  quite  a  number  of  entries  have  been  per- 
mitted to  extend  across  this  river,  embracing  lands  on  both  sides 
thereof,  a  very  careful  examination  of  the  field  notes  and  meander  lines 
of  survey  for  nearly  one  hundred  miles  along  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Canadian  River,  has  been  miule,  with  the  astonishing  result  that  the 
general  average  width  of  said  river  at  a  right  angle  with  the  course  of 
the  stream,  is  found  to  be  only  about  1.30  chains,  (84  feet)  less  than  one- 
half  the  distance  prescribed  by  the  present  rules  and  regulations  for 
meandering  rivers. 

The  survey  of  the  townships  through  which  said  river  flows,  which 
also  included  the  meander  lines  on  both  sides,  was  made  by  Theodore 
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H.  Barrett  ander  contract  dated  December  3,  1870,  and  the  plats  of 
survey  were  approved  by  Commissioner  Drummond,  September  23^ 
1873. 

A  careful  investigation  of  the  subject  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
by  what  authority  said  meander  survey  was  made  does  not  reveal  that 
any  specific  instructions  in  relation  thereto  were  ever  issued,  but  the 
survey  was  carried  out,  probably,  under  the  general  instructions  for  the 
survey  of  the  townships  through  which  said  stream  passed.  It  must 
be  observed,  however,  that  east  of  the  townships  embraced  in  the  con- 
tract of  Barrett,  for  a  distance  of  seventy  five  or  eighty  miles  by  the 
course  of  the  stream,  the  North  Fork  of  the  Canadian  was  meandered 
as  the  boundary  line  between  the  Kickapoo  and  Sac  and  Fox  nations 
on  the  north  of  the  river,  and  the  Pottawattoniie  and  Seminole  nations 
on  the  south  of  the  river.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  Surveyor  Bar- 
rett was  aware  of  that  fact,  and  in  surveying  the  townships  included  in 
his  contract,  he  assumed  the  authority,  in  the  absence  of  specific  in- 
structions^ to  carry  forward  the  meanders  of  said  Fork  connecting  on 
the  east  with  the  meander  lines  already  mentioned  between  said  In- 
dian nations. 

The  survey  by  Barrett  was  made  under  the  manual  of  surveying  in- 
structions issued  in  1855,  which  made  no  reference  to  any  streams  other 
than  navigable  rivers,  and  furthermore  contained  no  restriction  as  to 
the  width  of  streams  that  should  be  meandered. 

It  appears,  however,  although  not  referred  to  in  the  manual  of  1855, 
that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  your  office  for  many  years  to  restrict  the 
meandering  of  streams  to  those  in  which  the  right  angle  width  is  three 
chains  and  upwards,  and  that  wlicre  a  stream  was  not  navigable  and 
yet  of  a  width  greater  than  three  chains,  special  instructions  in  relation 
thereto  were  issued  when  the  contract  for  survey  was  made. 

In  1871,  about  the  time  Barrett  was  making  the  survey  in  question, 
supplemental  instructions  were  issued  by  your  office  to  surveyors  gen- 
eral directing  that  all  rivers  not  embraced  in  the  class  denominated 
<*  navigable "  under  the  statute,  but  which  are  well  defined  natural 
arteries  of  internal  communication  and  have  a  uniform  width  will  only 
be  meandered  on  one  bank,  and  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  the  survey- 
ors will  traverse  the  right  bank  when  not  impracticable. 

These  iustructions  were  also  silent  with  regard  to  the  width  of 
streams. 

The  existing  manual  of  surveying  instructions,  issued  in  1890,  lays 
down  the  rule  that  all  of  the  navigable  rivers,  as  well  as  tho8e  not  nav- 
igable, the  width  of  which  is  three  chains  and  upwards,  will  be  mean- 
dered on  both  sides,  and  rivers  not  classed  as  navigable  will  not  be 
meandered  above  the  point  where  the  average  right  angle  width  is  less 
than  three  chains. 

In  a  review  of  the  facts  above  set  forth  it  appears  that  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  Land  Office  has  always  been  to  limit  the  meandering  of 
streams  to  those  having  a  right  angle  width  of  three  chains  and  up- 
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wards,  although  the  rale  was  never  embodied  in  the  manual  of  survey 
until  1890^  furthermore,  that  the  North  Fork  of  the  Canadian  has  only 
an  average  width  of  less  than  one-half  the  minimum  width  established 
by  )»ractice  and  laid  down  in  the  present  surveyor's  manual. 

It  also  appears  that  no  special  instructions  were  ever  issued  in  the 
case  of  meandering  the  North  Fork,  but  that  the  surveyor  meandered 
said  river  under  his  general  contract  to  survey  the  townships  Uuroagh 
which  the  river  flows ;  this  being  the  case,  the  meanders  were  not 
authorized,  and  as  the  river  was  of  a  class  much  below,  in  width,  the 
grade  in  which  the  rule  allowed  its  banks  to  be  meandered,  the  survey 
should  not  have  been  allowed. 

Under  these  circumstances,  should  this  appellant  be  restricted  to  one 
bank  of  the  river  on  account  of  the  meander  lines,  it  would  simply  per- 
petuate the  error,  and  deny  to  her  the  same  right  allowed  to  other  par- 
ties on  stieams  of  equal  size,  or  even  much  larger,  that  have  not  been 
meandered.  The  fact  that  the  stream  has  been  meandered  should 
not  operate  as  a  bar  to  the  claim  of  api^ellant,  when  it  is  satisfactorily 
shown  by  the  records  of  survey  that  such  stream  does  not  fall  in  the 
class  to  be  meandered. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances,  I  can  see  no  just  reason  why  the 
entry  of  appellant,  embracing  lots  on  both  sides  of  the  North  Fork,  if 
legal  in  all  other  respects,  should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  as  thongh  no 
meander  Hues  along  said  stream  had  ever  been  run ;  therefore,  with 
this  view  of  the  case,  the  appeal  is  sustained,  and  the  decision  of  your 
office  is  moditied  accordingly. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTBY-APPLICATION  TO  AMEND— ADDITIONAl.  BNTRY. 

Thomas  B.  Habtzell  (On  Review). 

An  application  to  amend  a  homestead  entry  reserves  the  land  covered  thereby  from 
other  disposition  antil  final  action  thereon. 

An  application  to  make  additional  homestead  entry  pending  at  the  passa^re  of  the  act 
of  March  2, 18S9,  is  entitled  to  the  benefits  thereof,  and,  until  final  action  thereon, 
excludes  subsequent  adverse  claims. 

Acting  Secretary  (Jhandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^ 

May  29,  1891. 

Jane  21, 1890,  this  Department  rendered  a  decision  in  the  case  of 
Thomas  B.  Hartzell,  ex  parte^  allowing  him  to  make  additional  home- 
stead entry  for  the  SW.  ^  of  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  7,  and  the  NW.  ^  of  the 
NW.  i  of  Sec.  17,  T.  14  S.,  K.  1  W.,  Los  Angeles,  California,  under  an 
act  of  Cougre^  entitled;  «<An  act  to  withdraw  certain  public  lands 
from  private  entry,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  2,1889 
(25  Stats.,  854).    (See  said  case,  10  L.  D.,  681). 

At  the  time  of  riMidering  said  decision,  there  was  no  record  before 
me  of  the  claims  of  any  other  parties  to  the  said  land.    Some  months 
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snbseqnent  to  the  reDdition  thereof,  iuformatioQ  was  conveyed  to  this 
Department  that  one  Carrie  F.  Higby  claimed  adversely  to  Hartzell 
forty  acres  of  said  land,  while  the  remaining  forty  acres  were  claimed 
by  one  Charles  A.  Pinkham.  On  receipt  of  this  information,  the  Sec- 
retary recalled  the  said  decision,  and,  by  letter  of  December  26,  1890, 
directed  yonr  office  to  report  the  facts  ^^  pertaining  to  the  adverseclaims 
of  said  nnrtzell,  Higby,  and  Pinkham." 

Jannary  10, 1891,  in  response  to  said  letter,  yonr  office  reported  that 
on  July  13,  1888,  fifteen  days  prior  to  Hartzell's  application  to  enter 
the  additional  eighty  acres,  Higby  made  homestead  entry  for  forty  acres 
of  the  same  tract,  namely :  the  SW,  J  of  the  SB.  J  of  Sec.  7,  same 
township  and  range;  and  that  on  February  20, 18S9,  Pinkham  filed  pre- 
emption declaratory  statement  for  the  remaining  forty  acres,  namely  : 
the  NW.  4  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  17,  alleging  settlement  February  16, 
of  the  same  year. 

October  9, 1889,  he  made  proof  and  cash  entry  for  the  same,  which 
was  held  for  cancellation  by  your  office  letter  of  October  25,  1890,  be- 
cause his  settlement  and  filing  were  made  pending  the  application  of 
Hartzell  to  amend  his  entry,  so  as  to  embrace  this  land. 

The  homestead  entry  of  Higby  having  been  made  prior  to  the  appli. 
cation  of  Hartzell,  it  must  prevail  over  his  claim.  The  settlement  and 
filing  of  Pinkham,  however,  were  both  made  subsequent  to  the  appli- 
cation of  H<artzel1,  and  such  application  operated  to  reserve  the  land 
irom  other  disi)osition  until  final  action  thereon. 

Hartzell  was  insisting  upon  his  right  to  an  additional  entry  when  the 
law  of  March  2,  1889,  was  passed,  granting  such  additional  entry.  His 
application  not  having  been  finally  acted  upon  prior  to  the  passage  of 
said  act,  he  was  entitled  to  the  benefits  thereof;  and  the  entry  of  Pink- 
ham having  been  made  before  final  action  by  the  Department  on  the 
application  of  Hartzell,  must  be  held  subject  to  the  rights  of  Hartzell. 
(See  case  of  Arthur  P.  Toombs,  10  L.  D.,  192.) 

It  follows  that  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Thomas  B.  Hartzell  (10  L. 
D.,  681)  wjis  wrong,  in  so  far  as  it  affectdd  the  rights  of  Higby  to  the 
SW.  i  of  the  SE.  4  of  Sec.  7  of  said  township  and  range,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  modified  and  her  entry  allowed  to  stand,  subject  to  compli- 
ance with  the  law. 

The  application  of  Hartzell  will  therefore  be  sustained  as  to  the  N  W. 
i  of  the  N  W.  4  of  Sec.  17,  T.  14  S.,  R.  1  W.,  and  the  cash  entry  of  Pink- 
ham  for  the  same  will  be  cancelled. 

Higby  and  Pinkham  have  both  appealed  from  yonr  office  decisions 
of  October  25,  and  30, 1890,  cancelling  their  said  entries.  As  their 
claims  together  cover  the  same  land  claimed  by  Hartzell,  the  records 
in  the  several  cases  are  consolidated,  and  the  claims  of  all  the  parties 
being  thus  before  me,  have  been  considered  and  determined  herein  as 
one  case. 

You  will  therefore  direct  tiic  register  and  leccivorat  Los  Angeles, 
California,  to  adjust  the  claims  of  these  several  parties  as  herein  directed. 
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PKE-EMPTION  FIXAL  PROOF— AFFIDAVIT. 

Nancy  J.  Crews. 

Pre-emption  final  proof  cannot  be  accepted  wbere  the  final  aflSdavit  is  made  before  a 
notary  public. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

June  1, 1891. 

By  letter  of  October  26, 1888,  yoar  office  affirmed  the  action  of  the 
local  office  in  rejecting  the  preemptioa  proof  of  Nancy  J.  Crews  ior  the 
SW.  J,  Sec.  8,  T.  5  S.,  R.  42  W.,  Denver,  Colorado,  for  the  reason  that 
said  township  had  been  withdrawn  on  account  of  alleged  irregnlarities 
in  the  survey.  Your  office  further  said  that,  under  no  circumstances, 
could  the  proof  be  received  as  it  had  been  made  before  a  notary  public, 
and  not  before  the  officers  named  in  the  published  notice. 

Claimant  appealed.  When  the  case  was  reached  here,  it  appeared 
that  a  new  survey  had  been  accepted,  and  in  view  of  this  fact,  the  case, 
on  May  1, 1890,  was  returned  to  your  office  for  proper  disposition,  with 
the  suggestion  as  to  claimant,  that  '^  She  will  of  course,  be  required  to 
make  proof  according  to  the  law  and  regulations." 

I  am  now  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  April  30,  transmitting  a  letter 
from  L.  E.  Crews  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  requesting  <^  iustrnotions  as 
to  whether  or  not  entry  shall  be  allowed  upon  the  proof  heretofore  made 
and  herewith  forwarded,  upon  payment  of  the  required  purchase 
money." 

Mr.  Crews  says  that  claimant  was  stricken  with  paralysis  in  April, 
1889,  ''and  has  never  taken  a  step  since;"  that  she  is  very  old  and 
feeble,  and  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  her  to  go  to  the  local  office 
from  her  present  home  in  Wayne  county,  Illinois. 

It  appears,  from  the  published  notice  transmitted  with  your  letter, 
that  claimant  intended  to  make  proof  before  the  register  or  receiver  at 
Den  ver,  on  J  uly  24, 1888.  Instead  of  so  d  oing,  she  wen  t  before  a  notary 
public  on  that  day,  made  the  final  affidavit,  and  submitted  proofl 

Section  2262  of  the  Revised  Statutes  requires  the  claimant  to  make 
his  affidavit  before  the  ri'gister  or  receiver  of  the  land  district  in  which 
the  land  is  situated ;  the  act  of  June  9, 1880  (21  Stat.,  169)  authorizes 
such  affidavit  to  be  made  before  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  or  of  any 
court  of  record,  of  the  county  and  State,  or  district  and  Territory  in 
which  the  lands  are  situated,  and  in  case  the  lands  are  situated  in  an 
unorganized  county,  the  affidavit  may  be  made  in  a  similar  manner  in 
any  adjacent  county  in  such  State  or  Territory.  This  is  the  present 
state  of  the  law,  with  the  exception  that  a  commissioner  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court,  under  similar  circumstances,  may  administer  the 
oath  under  the  act  of  May  26, 1890  (26  Stat,  391).  See  Edward  Bow- 
ker  (11  L.  D.,  361). 
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As  claimant  failed  to  make  the  affidavit,  as  required  by  law,  I  am 
boand  to  hold  that  entry  cannot  be  allowed  on  the  proof  as  made.  This 
fact  alone  is  snfficieut  to  invalidate  the  proo£ 


TIMBEB  LAND  BNTRT— DEI.ATED  PURCHASE. 

Syen  p.  Janssen. 

An  applicant,  in  good  faith,  ODder  the  act  of  Jane  3,  1878,  who,  throngh  no  fault  of 
his  own,  is  nnable  to  procare  the  purchase  money  at  the  time  fixed  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  entry,  may  be  permitted  on  new  notice,  and  in  absence  of  adyerne 
claims  to  complete  the  purchase. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Offlcoj  June  1, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Sven  P.  Janssen  from  yonr  decision 
of  January  17, 1890,  rejecting  his  application  for  an  extension  of  time 
nntil  October  24,  1890,  within  which  time  to  complete  the  purchase, 
nnder  act  of  Jane  3, 1878,  of  the  SE.  i,  Sec.  13,  Tp.  12  K,  B.  13  E.,  M. 
D.  M.,  Sacramento,  Oalifornia,  Land  District. 

It  appears,  from  the  letter  of  the  register  and  receiver^  of  April  11, 
1889,  to  yonr  office,  that  the  taking  of  proof  in  the  case  was  continued 
QDtil  after  ninety  days  had  elapsed,  ftom  date  of  giving  notice,  and 
that  while  the  register  regarded  the  proof  as  complete,  the  receiver 
declined  to  accept  the  money,  because  the  ninety  days  had  elapsed. 

By  letter  <<  0  "  of  yonr  office,  October  4, 1889,  it  appears  that  the 
sworn  statement  of  Janssen  was  filed  December  18, 1888.  The  hearing 
was  adjoamed  on  day  of  hearing,  after  taking  the  testimony  of  two  wit- 
nesses, because  the  claimant  was  too  ill  to  appear  at  the  time  set.  He 
afterwards  appeared,  and  the  proof  as  made,  being  satisfactory,  and 
there  being  no  adverse  claims,  the  local  officers  were  directed  to  allow 
him  to  complete  his  entry. 

It  appears  by  the  affidavit,  November  20, 1889,  of  the  applicant  that 
before  this  letter  reached  the  office,  he  had  been  unfortunate  in  having 
his  arm  broken,  and  that  doctor  bills  and  other  expense  had  been  such 
that  he  did  not  have  the  money  to  make  the  purchase  at  this  time, 
although  he  did  have  it  at  the  time  he  made  proof.  He  says  in  his  affi- 
davit, he  expects  to  have  the  money  by  October  24, 1890;  that  he  has 
a  regular  job,  etc.    The  date  fixed  by  him  has  passed. 

Inasmuch  as  this  applicant  has  been  unfortunate  in  his  effort  to  pur- 
chase the  land,  but  seems  to  have  acted  in  good  faith,  and  as  there  can 
be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  allowing  him  to  pur- 
chase it,  if  it  is  still  free  from  other  claim,  he  will  be  allowed  to  give 
new  notice  within  thirty  days,  and,  if,  U|>on  proper  notice,  there  is  no 
adverse  claim,  he  may  be  allowed  to  purchase.  Your  decision  is  modi- 
fled  accordingly. 

17681— VOL  12 36 


562  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

HOMESTEAD  CONTEST— RKSIDEN  CE-HEIRS-CULTIV ATION. 

Eeid  V.  Heirs  of  Plummer. 

The  failnre  of  a  homesteader  to  maintain  residence  may  be  excused,  where  by  intimi- 
dation and  armed  violence  he  is  driven  from  the  land,  and  by  such  means  pre- 
vented from  returning  thereto. 

The  heirs  of  a  deceased  homesteader  are  not  required  to  maintain  residence  on  the 
land  embraced  within  the  entry  of  the  decedent ;  cultivation  of  the  land,  in  snch 
case,  being  sufficient  to  maintain  the  right  of  tbe  beirs,  and  the  failure  of  the 
heirs  to  cultivate  the  land  is  ezcnsabie,  when  due  to  armed  violence  and  intim- 
idation. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oenerdl 

Land  Office^  June  1, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  James  M.  lieid  v.  the  Heirs  of  J.  M. 
Plummer,  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  October  5, 
1889,  dismissing  his  contest  against  tbe  entry  of  J.  M.  Plummer,  made 
September  29, 1885,  for  tbe  NW.  J  of  Sec.  9,  T.  6  S.,  E.  31  W.,  Ober- 
liu,  Kansas. 

Tbe  contest  is  based  on  tbe  allegation  tbat  Plummer  (deceased) 

in  his  lifetime  never  established  a  residence  upon  said  land  up  to  the  date  of  his 
death,  to  wit:  May  12,  1886,  aud  that  his  heirs  and  legal  representatives  have  never 
resided  upon,  cultivated,  or  improved  said  land  from  May  12,  1886,  up  to  this  date,  iu 
any  manner  whatever. 

The  bearing,  wbicb  was  bad  before  tbe  register  and  receiver,  substan- 
tially developed  tbe  truth  of  tbe  contest  affidavit,  an  I  tbe  defense  is  in 
tbe  nature  of  confession  and  avoidance. 

It  appears  tbat  prior  to  Plummer's  entry,  and  on  February  3, 1885, 
one  D.  W.  Walling  bad  filed  on  tbe  land.  It  seems  that  be  never  made 
a  bona  fide  settlement  thereon,  and,  when,  on  February  22,  1886,  Plum- 
m^'T  with  several  workmen  began  tbe  erection  of  a  house  on  the  land, 
Walling  appeared  with  twenty-two  of  bis  companions,  many  of  whom 
were  armed  with  guns  and  revolvers,  and  drove  Plummer  away  and 
compelled  some  of  bis  workmen  to  assist  in  tearing  down  tbe  bouse. 

About  a  month  after  tbis,  Plummer  again  went.on  tbe  land  and  bnilt 
a  bouse,  and,  after  it  was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy,  some  iHjr- 
sons  went  to  it  in  tbe  night  and  tore  it  down  and  burned  the  lumber. 

On  May  12,  1886,  while  engaged  in  x)lanting  corn  near  tbe  tract  in 
controversy,  Plummer  and  bis  nephew,  James  Cozad,  were  murdered. 

Prior  to  his  death,  Plummer  bad  given  a  horse  to  Isaac  Oozad,  father 
of  tbe  murdered  boy,  to  do  some  breaking  for  bim,  but,  after  tbe  son 
was  killed,  the  father  feared  to  remain  in  that  country  and  left. 

Mary  Plummer,  aged  seventeen,  is  tbe  only  heir  of  tbe  entryman. 
After  the  murder  of  her  father,  her  tigent  made  repeated  attempts  to 
b;ive  tbe  land  cultivated,  but  those  whom  be  sought  to  do  tbe  work 
were  afraid  of  tbe  same  fate  tbat  befell  Plummer.    About  May  27, 1887> 
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however,  he  induced  one  Wilson  to  break  five  acres  of  the  land  and 
plant  same  to  corn,  for  which  he  paid  $12.50,  bat  this  was  after  the 
contest  was  filed. 

So  it  is  seen  that  neither  the  entryman  nor  his  heir  ever  established 
or  maintained  a  residence  on  the  land. 

Plammer's  acts  condasively  show  that  he  intended  to  reside  on  the 
land.  His  failure  to  carry  out  his  intentions  was  by  no  means  his  own 
fault ;  he  was  threatened,  intimidated  and  driven  from  his  land,  and 
his  house  twice  torn  down.  The  fact  that  he  was  soon  thereafter  mur- 
dered, while  engaged  in  peaceful  pursuits,  presumably  by  some  of  the 
mob  who  drove  him  from  the  land  and  destroyed  his  house,  conclusively 
establishes  the  reasonableness  of  his  fear  that  he  was  in  danger  from 
the  threats  of  his  enemies,  and,  under  such  circumstances,  his  failure 
either  to  establish  or  maintain  a  residence  on  the  land  is  excusable. 

The  heir  did  not  reside  on  the  land  after  her  father's  death,  nor  was 
she  required  to  do  so,  cultivation  only  being  thereafter  required. 
Swanson  v,  Wisely's  heirs,  9  L.  D.,  31 ;  Lamb  v,  TJllery,  10  L.  D.,  528. 

Under  the  excited  condition  of  the  country,  resulting  from  threats, 
mobs,  and  murders,  it  was  found  impossible,  after  repeated  efforts,  to 
get  any  one  to  cultivate  the  land  after  the  death  of  the  entryman,  until 
after  the  contest  was  brought.  It  would  be  manifestly  unjust  to  hold 
the  entry  for  cancellation  for  want  of  such  cultivation.  The  same  will 
therefore  be  permitted  to  remain  intact,  subject  to  future  compliance 
with  law. 

In  justice  to  the  contestant,  I  think  it  fair  to  say  that  the  record  fails 
to  connect  him  in  any  manner  whatever  in  the  acts  of  the  mob  which 
drove  Plnmmer  from  the  land  and  destroyed  bis  house. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  is  aihrmed. 


pre-emption  filing-inijian  ueservation. 

John  W.  Webeb. 

A  pre-emption  filing  can  not  be  allowed  to  embrace  land  included  within  an  Indian 
reservation. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

June  1, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  John  W.  Weber  from  the  decision  of 
your  office  dated  January  20,  1890,  rejecting  his  application  to  file  a 
pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  Lot  16  of  section  28,  and  the  £.  ^ 
of  theNE  i  of  Section  33,  T.  14  N.,  B.  1  E.,  Humboldt  Meridian,  Hum- 
boldt, California,  for  the  reason  that  a  portion  of  the  SE.  ^  of  the  NE. 
i  of  said  section  33  is  within  the  limits  of  the  Klamath  Indian  reserva- 
tion. 
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The  record  shows  that  said  Weber  offered  to  file  for  said  land  and 
his  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers*^  on  account  of  the 
SE.  i  of  NE.  i  being  embraced  in  the  Klamath  Indian  reservation." 
From  this  action  Weber  duly  appealed. 

Yonr  office,  in  said  decision  of  January  20, 1890,  found,  from  exam- 
ination of  the  township  plat,  that  a  portion  of  said  SE.  ^  of  the  NE.  ^ 
was  within  the  limits  of  said  reservation  and  affirmed  the  decision  of 
the  local  officers  rejecting  said  tiliug. 

Weber  appealed  and  alleges  error  in  holding  that  said  Indian  reser- 
vation existed  in  fact  and  that  the  land  filed  for  was  induded  within 
its  limits. 

On  I^ovember  10, 1855,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  addressed 
a  communication  to  this  Department,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  for  California,  recommending  the 
reservation  of  a  strip  of  country  one  mile  in  width  on  each  side  of  the 
Klamath  river  for  a  distance  of  twenty  miles.  The  Commissioner 
recommended  that  the  subject  be  laid  before  the  President  for  his  con- 
sideration, if  the  same  met  the  approval  of  the  Department,  with  a 
provision — 

thatc  apon  a  survey  of  the  tract  selected,  (that)  a  snffloient  quantity  be  cut  ottfrom 
the  upper  end  of  the  proposed  reserve  to  briug  it  within  the  limitation  of  25,000  aores 
authorized  by  the  act  of  3rd  March  last    (10  Stat.,  699.) 

The  Department,  on  November  12,  same  year,  submitted  said  report 
to  the  President,  with  its  approval,  and  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month 
the  President  made  the  following  order :  ^<  Let  the  reservation  be  made 
as  proposed."    (Bep't  Comm'r  Ind.  Aft'.,  1886,  pp.  302-3.) 

On  February  25, 1889,  this  Department  directed  yonr  office  to  <<  per- 
emptorily refuse"  all  filings  or  applications  to  enter  lands  within  the 
limits  of  said  reservation.    (Records  Indian  Div.,  v.  59,  p.  48.) 

The  only  serious  question  in  this  case  is  whether  any  of  said  SE.  {  of 
the  NE.  i  is  within  the  limits  of  the  Indian  reservation,  for,  if  so,  the 
land  was  not  subject  to  settlement  or  entry  under  the  land  laws  of  the 
United  States.  Sec.  2258  H.  S.  IJ.  S. ;  Wilcox  v.  Jackson  (13  Pet.,  498); 
Wolcott  V.  Des  Moines  Co.  (5  Wall.,  681-688.) 

From  an  inspection  of  the  small  diagram,  showing  the  location  of 
said  reservation  opposite  the  land  in  question,  transmitted  by  your 
office  at  the  request  of  the  Department,  it  appears  that  a  small  portion 
of  the  SE.  I  of  the  NE.  i  of  said  section  33  is  within  the  said  Indian 
reservation,  as  measured  from  the  water's  edge  of  the  Klamath  river. 
The  fact  that  there  is  a  small  island  within  the  river,  does  not  change 
the  point  from  whence  the  reservation  must  be  measured.  Nor  is  there 
any  force  in  the  suggestion  that  the  reservation  contains  an  area  of 
more  than  25,000  acres,  for,  until  the  reservation  is  reduced,  if  the  area 
is  in  fact  in  excess  of  the  amount  specified  in  the  act,  it  cannot  be 
known  which  tracts  would  be  restored  to  the  public  domain.  Besides, 
the  executive  order  provided  that  ^^  a  sufficient  quantity  be  cut  off  firom 
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the  Upper  end  thereof  to  bring  it  within  the  limit  of  25,000  acres,  au- 
thorized by  law.'' 

As  only  a  small  portion  of  the  SE.  ^  of  the  NE.  i  of  said  section  33 
is  within  the  Indian  reservation,  Mr.  Weber  may  be  allowed  to  amend 
his  filing  by  omitting  the  said  tract,  and  in  the  event  that  he  does  so, 
bis  amended  filing  should  be  accepted  by  the  local  officers.  If  he  fails 
to  amend  his  filing  as  herein  suggested  within  thirty  days  after  due 
notice  hereof,  the  action  of  the  local  officers  and  your  office  will  be 
affirmed. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified  accordingly. 


SWAMP  L.ANDS— CERl-IFICATIOK. 

State  of  Florida. 

The  Department  retaiDS  jarisdiction  over  swampi lands  until  the  issneance  of  patent 
therefor,  and  may  revoke  the  approval  and  certification  of  swamp  lists,  when 
made  npon  a  misapprehension  of  the  facts. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

June  1, 1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  commnuication  of  March  ^.^^  1801,  submitting 
for  my  consideration  list  No.  14  of  swamp  lands,  selected  by  the  State 
of  Florida,  in  the  Gainesville  land  district,  embracing  an  area  of 
125,244  acres,  which  list  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
February  16, 1885.  You  state  that  patent  has  not  issued  for  any  of  the 
lands  embraced  in  said  selection,  except  for  the  SW.  \  of  the  NE.  ^, 
Sec.  17,  T.  22  S.,  B.  23  E.,  and,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  your  said  com- 
munication, you  recommend  that  said  certification  be  canceled,  as  to 
certain  tracts  of  land  stated  therein. 

Said  list  embraces  Sec.  3,T.  5  S.,  B.  25  E.,  which  you  state  is  included 
in  the  donation  claim  of  John  Brindley,  which  was  perfected  under  the 
act  of  February  8, 1827  (4  Stat.  202);  also  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  30,  T.  22 
S*,  B.  30,  which  was  approved  to  the  State  April  15,  1851,  under  the 
act  of  September  4,  1841  (5  Stat.,  453). 

Yon  further  state  that  the  area  of  the  nnsnrveyed  part  of  T.  23  8.,  R.  -M  E.,  is  given 
in  the  approved  list  as  17,280  acres,  evidently  estimated  from  a  plat  of  survey  of  the 
private  claim  «'f  Joseph  Delespine,  which  covers  land  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town- 
ship and  east  of  the  8t.  Johns  river.  This  township  was  seotionized  in  1847,  and 
more  than  15,000  acres  were  patented  to  the  State  as  swamp-land  on  September  27, 
1868,  which  included  the  whole  of  the  township  outside  of  the  private  claim  above 
mentioned. 

From  the  statement  contained  in  your  letter,  as  above  set  forth,  it 
appears  that  this  township  was  subdivided  in  1847;  part  of  it  was  em- 
braced in  the  private  land  claim  of  Delespine,  and  the  remainder,  em- 
bracing 15,000  acres,  was  patented  to  the  State  in  1858,  yet  in  1885  a 
list  of  lands,  embracing  17,280  acres,  as  the  unsurveyed  portion  of  said 
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townsbip,  was  presented  to  the  Secretary  for  approval.  As  there  was 
T10  part  of  said  township  then  unsurveyed,  and  as  all  the  land  in  the 
township  had  been  disposed  of,  it  is  evident  that  the  certification  and 
approval  of  these  lands  by  the  Secretary  was  the  result  of  a  mistake  of 
fact,  and  that  such  certification  would  not  have  been  given,  if  the  trae 
facts  had  been  known  by  the  Secretary. 

You  also  state  that  townships  21  S.,  B.  26  E.,  21  S.,  R.  27  E.,  and  22 
S.,  E.  27  B.,  contained  no  unsurveyed  land  at  the  date  of  selection,  and 
that  all  of  said  townships  not  actually  surveyed  are  embraced  in  what 
is  known  and  designated  on  the  plats  as  Lake  Ahapopka. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts,  it  is  apparent  that  the  certifi- 
cation of  these  lands  was  made  upon  a  misapprehension  of  the  facts, 
and  that  said  list  would  not  have  been  certified  and  approved,  if  the 
facts,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  your  office,  had  been  presented  to  the 
Secretary. 

Having  jurisdiction  over  such  lands  until  after  the  issuance  of  patent, 
I  deem  it  my  duty,  under  the  facts  above  set  forth,  to  revoke  and  cancel 
said  certification  and  approval,  as  to  the  lands  above  mentioned. 

Yon  further  state  that  in  all  cases  where  the  unsurveyed  parts  of 
whole  townships  were  selected  and  approved,  the  description  is  too 
vague  and  uncertain  to  definitely  determine  what  portions  of  such 
townships  a  patent  would  convey,  and  you  recommend  that  certain 
selections  embraced  in  list  14  which  are  of  this  character  be  revoked, 
in  view  of  the  expressions  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Department  of 
September  8, 1890,  returning  Florida  swamp  land  list  No.  50. 

In  the  decision  referred  to,  I  stated  that  if  the  entire  body  of  unsur- 
veyed land  is  unquestionally  swamp,  so  that  a  subdivisional  survey 
would  show  the  greater  part  of  every  smallest  legal  subdivision  to  be 
swamp  and  overflowed,  there  would  be  no  reason  in  such  a  case  why 
selections  might  not  be  made  of  the  entire  body  by  estimated  area ; 
but,  if  there  is  the  least  uncertainty  in  determining  whetherthe  greater 
part  of  each  smallest  legal  subdivision  was  of  the  character  contem- 
plated by  the  grant,  a  selection  should  not  be  allowed,  nntil  the  town- 
ship has  been  subdivided.  In  that  case  I  followed  the  ruling  of  Secre- 
tary Vilas  in  the  decision  rendered  by  him  January  12, 1889  (8  L.  D., 
65),  in  which  it  was  also  stated  that  if  the  lands  so  selected  can  be 
designated  by  metes  and  bounds,  which  clearly  indicate  and  designate 
the  land  selected,  the  want  of  survey  will  be  no  objection  to  the  issu- 
ance of  patent. 

I  am  unable  to  determine  fromi  the  record  before  me,  whether  these 
selections  can  be  designated  by  metes  and  bounds,  so  as  to  come  within 
the  ruling  of  the  Department  in  the  decision  above  referred  to,  but,  in 
view  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  validity  of  this  entire  list,  it  is  ordered 
that  the  approval  and  certification  of  the  list  be  revoked,  and  you  will 
prepare  another  list,  in  which  you  will  include  such  land  only  as  may 
be  clearly  shown  to  be  of  the  character  contemplated  by  the  grant,  and 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  5G7 

in  all  cases  where  the  township  has  been  surveyed,  the  selections  must 
be  of  the  specified  legal  subdivisions. 

The  State  of  Florida  has  been  notified  of  the  pendency  of  this  action 
before  the  Department,  and  no  sufficient  ground  has  been  shown  by  it 
why  the  certification  of  this  list  should  not  be  revoked  and  canceled. 


BAILROAB  GRANT-PREEMPTION  BAILING. 

St.  Paul  M.  and  M.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Northern  Pao.  R.  R.  Co, 

The  existence  of  a  prima  facie  valid  pre-emption  filing  at  the  date  whoii  the  granfc 
becomes  effective  exclndes  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  the 
grant;  and  this  is  true  even  thongh  sach  filing  may  embrace  an  exccsnive  acre- 
age. 

Acthig  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Officey 

June  1, 1891. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Rail- 
way compimy,  from  your  office  decision  of  December  20,  1889,  in  the 
case  of  said  company  v,  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  in- 
volving lot  2,  Sec.  35,  T.  136  N.,  R.  44  W.,  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota. 

It  appears  from  the  said  decision,  wherein  the  facts  are  sufficiently 
stated  that  the  tract  is  within  the  primary  limits  (»f  the  appellant's  grant 
and  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  defendant's  grant ;  that  it  was  embraced 
in  a  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  filed  December  13,  1870,  by 
Johan  Hanson,  alleging  settlement  Juno  26,  1870,  and  also  in  a  pre- 
emption declaratory  statement  filed  January  12, 1871,  by  Ole  Olson, 
alleging  settlement  June  18, 1870;  that  the  appellant's  rights  atfached 
on  definite  location  December  19, 1871 ;  that  February  29, 1872,  Han- 
son made  homestead  entry  for  the  tracts  embraced  in  his  declaratory 
statement  except  the  tract  involved ;  that  May  19,  1874,  Olson  made 
preemption  proof  and  located  agricultural  college  scrip  on  the  land 
embraced  in  his  filing ;  that  owing  to  excessive  area  this  location  was 
canceled  by  your  office  letter  of  April  19, 1877,  so  far  sis  it  related  to 
the  tract  in  question ;  that  the  same  was  listed  by  the  appellant  No- 
vember 24, 1883 ;  that  the  defendant  applied  to  select  the  same,  June 
16, 1885 ;  that  this  application  being  rejected  at  the  local  office,  the 
defendant  appealed. 

By  its  said  decision  your  office  found  that  the  pre-emption  claims  of 
Hanson  and  Olson  excepted  the  laud  from  the  appellant's  grant  and 
that,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  it  as  the 
first  legal  applicant.  The  appellant's  said  listing  was  accordingly 
thereby  held  for  cancellation  and  the  defendant  allowed  a  reasonable 
time  to  renew  its  application  to  select. 

It  is  alleged  on  appeal  that  the  pre-emption  claims  of  Hanson  and 
Olson  comprised,  before  the  exclusion  of  the  tract  involved,  178.20 


568  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LAND& 

and  193.10  acres  respectively.  It  is  accordlDgly  urged  that  by  reason 
of  excessive  area  said  claims  were  illegal  and  could  not  operate  to  ex- 
cept the  land  from  appellant's  grant. 

This  contention  is  without  force.  The  filings  of  Hanson  and  Olson 
were,  at  the  date  when  appellant's  rights  attached,  of  record  und  prima 
facie  valid.  They,  consequently,  served  to  reserve  the  land  from  the 
operation  of  its  grant.  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Stove- 
nour  (10  L.  D.,  645). 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 

This  disposition  of  the  case  renders  it  unnecessary  to  discuss  the 
ruling  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of  the  St.  Paul  and  Pacific 
Kailroad  Oompany  «.  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  (139  TJ.  S.,  1) 
to  the  effect  that  lands  in  Minnesota  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the 
grant  to  the  latter  were  appropriated  thereby. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST-SERVICE  BY  PUBLICATION. 

DANO  V.  LOZIER. 

Service  of  notice  by  publication  should  be  set  asride,  when  it  is  satisfactorily  made  to 
appear  that  the  defendant  is  a  well  known  resident  of  the  connty  in  which  the 
land  is  situated,  and  that  personal  service  conld  have  been  obtained  by  ordinary 
diligence. 

A  contest  must  fail  where  the  default  charged  is  cured  prior  to  notice  of  the  contest, 
and  the  acts  in  compliance  with  law  are  not  induced  by  knowledge  of  the  im- 
pending suit. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^ 

June  2, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Jerome  Dano  v.  Levi  Lozier,  on  appeal 
by  the  former  from  yoar  office  decision  of  September  18, 1889,  dismiss- 
ing his  contest  against  the  timber  calture  entry  of  the  latter  for  the 
NE  J  of  Sec.  20,  T.  12  R.  38  W.,  North  Platte,  Nebraska. 

Lozier  made  said  entry  November  3,  1883.  Dano  filed  an  affidavit  of 
contest  against  the  same  on  March  4, 1886,  and  on  the  same  day  he  filed 
an  affidavit  which  charged,  among  other  things,  that  he  had  madeinqoiries 
in  the  neighborhood  in  which  the  land  is  sitaated  in  regard  to  the  present 
residence  of  said  claimant  and  is  nnable  to  obtain  any  information  in 
regard  thereto ;  that  he  believes  him  to  be  a  non-resident  of  this  State, 
and  that  personal  service  can  not  be  had  on  him  in  this  State.  There- 
upon notice  was  given  by  publication  that  testimony  would  be  sub- 
mitted before  a  notary  public  at  Ogallala,  Nebraska,  on  the  1st  day  of 
May  1886,  and  that  final  hearing  would  be  had  at  tiie  local  land  office 
on  the  7th  of  May  following.  Oontestant  appeared  before  the  notary 
public  and  submitted  testifuony.  There  was  no  appearance  on  the  part 
of  contestee,  but  on  May  7,  he  appeared  before  the  local  office  at  the 
hearing,  by  his  attorney,  and  moved  to  dismiss  the  contest  *^  for  the 
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reason  that  contestant  did  not  file  an  application  to  enter  the  land 
when  he  initiated  said  contest,"  citing  the  case  of  Bandy  v,  Livingston. 
Gonsidering  this  motion,  the  register  and  receiver  dismissed  the  con. 
test  and  stated  that  the  service  was  made  by  publication  while  the 
claimant  was  living  at  Ogallala,  the  town  nearest  the  land. 

Contestant  appealed  from  their  rating  to  yoar  office  and  on  May  19, 
1888,  yoa  held  that  the  case  of  Bandy  v.  Livingston  had  been  overruled, 
and  that  contestant  was  not  required  to  file  an  application  to  enter  at 
the  time  of  the  filing  of  his  contest,  and  that — 

the  notice  of  pablioation  being  regular  in  respeot  to  all  requirements,  and  there  being 
no  evidence  in  the  record  rebntting  the  affidavit  npon  which  the  order  of  publica- 
tion was  obtained,  the  second  ground  npon  which  your  decision  is  based  has  no 
foundation  to  rest  upon." 

Your  office  refused  to  consider  the  case  on  its  merits,  however,  bat 
directed  that,  after  notice  to  both  parties  the  claimant  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  appear  and  furnish  evidence.  No  appeal  was  taken 
from  your  judgment. 

A  trial  was  had  on  July  2, 1888,  at  which  both  parties  appeared  and 
submitted  testimony.  On  July  12,  following,  after  considering  the  evi- 
dence, the  local  land  officers  found  in  favor  of  contestant  and  recom- 
mended that  the  entry  be  canceled.  Oontestee  appealed  from  said  find- 
ing to  your  office,  and  on  September  18, 1889,  you  reversed  the  finding 
of  the  register  and  receiver,  and  held  that  the  first  hearing  was  without 
authority  because  there  was  no  personal  service  of  notice  and  no  suffi- 
cient ground  for  the  notice  by  publication,  and  that  at  the  date  of  per- 
sonal service  before  the  second  trial  claimant  had  cured  any  defect  by 
duly  complying  with  the  timber  culture  law. 

The  case  is  now  before  the  Department  on  appeal  of  contestant  from 
your  said  decision. 

While  a  question  has  been  raised  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local 
officers  to  hear  the  matter  in  controversy  the  first  time  it  was  before 
them,  because  of  an  insufficient  service  of  the  notice  of  contest  on  the 
contestee  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  sufficiency 
of  that  service,  since  the  general  appearance  of  claimant,  made  before 
the  register  and  receiver  May  7, 1886,  on  the  day  of  the  trial,  will  pre- 
vent him  firom  now  saying  that  the  land  officers  had  no  jurisdiction. 
Said  api>earance  was  in  the  following  language : 

Now  comes  Levi  Lozier,  the  claimant,  by  his  attorney,  T.  C.  Patterson,  and  moves 
that  said  contest  be  dismissed  for  the  reason  that  contestant  did  not  file  an  applica- 
tion to  enter  the  land  when  he  initiated  said  contest. 

In  the  absence  of  snch  application,  there  is  no  right  to  contest.  See  Bnndy  v.  Liy- 
ingston,  Copp,  IX-173. 

Levi  Lozibr, 
By  Thos.  C.  Patterson,  his  attorney. 

Oontestant  testifies  at  the  second  trial  that  about  two  or  three  weeks 
before  the  first  hearing  he  obtained  a  registered  receipt,  properly 
signed,  showing  that  a  copy  of  the  notice  had  been  received  by  con- 
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testee.  This  receipt  is  Dot  pnt  iii  evidence,  and  it  is  not  sliown  tlmt 
claimant  received  said  copy  thirty  days  before  the  hearing.  He  ad- 
mits that  he  received  it,  bat  the  date  npon  which  it  was  received  no- 
where appears. 

It  seems  clear  that  there  was  no  sufficient  notice  served  npon  claim- 
ant thirty  days  before  the  hearing,  for  he  was  a  well-known  resident  of 
the  county  where  the  land  was  situated,  and  might  have  been  person- 
ally served  with  notice  of  said  contest  if  even  ordinary  efforts  had  been 
made  to  do  so.  Upon  these  facts  being  shown  before  the  local  land 
officers,  the  service  of  notice  by  publication  should  have  been  set  aside 
and  held  for  naught.  In  this  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  see  just  when 
claimant  receiveii  actual  notice  of  said  contest  He  must  have  received 
his  first  actual  knowledge  through  the  registered  letter,  which  is  shown 
to  have  been  mailed  March  19,  1886.  He  admits  that  he  received  it, 
and  it  is  in  evidence  that  it  was  received  two  or  three  weeks  before  May 
7,  when  the  hearing  was  had.  I  conclude  that  he  received  actual  notice 
about  April  20, 1886.  Any  labor  on  the  tract  in  question  done  by  him 
after  that  date  will  be  held  to  be  as  a  result  of  his  knowledge  of  the  con- 
test proceedings,  and  should  not  be  considered  by  the  Department  in  the 
face  of  the  contest  as  curing  any  of  his  laches. 

The  evidence  before  me  shows  that  after  the  entry  was  made  in  No- 
vember, 1883,  nothing  was  done  on  the  tract  until  the  spring  of  1885, 
when  ten  acres  were  broken.  About  the  1st  of  April,  1886,  the  ten 
a-cres  were  re-plowed  and  stirred,  and  five  acres  of  it  planted  to  walnuts. 
The  land  was  in  fairly  good  condition.  It  appears  that  this  work  was 
done  before  the  20th  of  April,  1886,  and  constituted  a  substantial  com- 
pliance with  the  law.  We  find  ten  acres  of  breaking,  all  of  which  had 
been  re-plowed  and  stirred,  and  five  acres  of  which  had  been  planted  to 
tree  seeds.  On  April  20,  when  he  received  knowledge  of  the  contest^ 
he  had  cured  any  laches  with  which  he  was  chargeable  at  the  date  the 
affidavit  of  contest  was  filed. 

The  conclusions  reached  in  yoar  judgment  are  correct.  It  is  accord- 
ingly affirmed,  and  you  will  cause  the  contest  to  be  dismissed. 
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PRE-EMPTION  CONTEST-SECTION  7,   ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1801. 

Gbblach  V.  Kindles. 

The  pendency  of  a  contest  against  an  entry  will  not  defeat  the  confirmatory  opera- 
tion of  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891,  for  the  benefit  of  a  hana  fide  mortgagee, 
holding  under  a  mortgage  executed  for  a  valuable  cousideration  after  final  entry 
and  prior  to  March  1,  Idt^. 

A  mortgagee  in  establishing  his  right  to  the  confirmation  of  an  entry  under  section  7 
of  said  act,  must  submit  proof  of  the  incumbrance  as  required  by  the  depart- 
mental  regulations. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oomm  issioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  June  2, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  D.  S.  B.  Johnston  and  Charles  L. 
Johnston,  mortgagees  of  Charles  Kindler,  from  your  decision  of  May 
27, 1889,  holding  for  cancellation  said  Kindler's  pre-emption  cash  entry, 
made  November  14, 1884,  upon  the  S.  ^  of  the  N W.  \  and  lots  3  and  4 
of  Sec.  1,  T.  151 N.,  E.  45  W.,  Orookston,  Minnesota. 

It  appears  that  appellants  also,  on  August  19, 1889,  filed  in  the  local 
office  a  petition  for  a  rehearing,  which  you,  on  November  4,  thereafter, 
denied,  and  it  is  insisted  that  your  *^  refusal  to  grant  said  petition  and 
onler  a  rehearing  is  an  abuse  of  discretion." 

The  petition,  which  is  sworn  to,  contains  the  following  statement : 

Your  petitioners  respectfully  show  that  at  all  times  mentioned  herein  they  wore, 
and  still  are,  co-partners  under  the  firm  name  of  D.  S.  B.  Johnston  and  Son  ;  that 
about  November  17th,  A.  D.  1884,  they  advanced  the  money  to  Charles  Kiudlcr,  the 
man  who  made  the  above  entry,  to  pay  for  making  his  final  entry ;  that  the  money 
which  they  so  advanced  to  him  was  used  by  him  to  pay  for  the  land  covered  by  said 
entry  and  to  pay  the  expense  of  making  final  proof  thereon ;  that,  in  addition  to 
that,  they  advanced  to  him  certain  other  moneys  to  be  used  in  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  said  lands ;  that  a  portion  of  the  money  so  advanced  by  them,  was 
advanced  by  them  for  one  Frances  S.  Speer ;  that  to  secure  the  repayment  of  said 
moneys,  Charles  Kindler,  the  said  eutryman,  on  or  about  Novouiber  17th,  A.  D.  1886, 
executed  and  delivered  to  said  Frances  S.  Speer  a  mortgage  for  the  sum  of  $500, 
secured  upon  the  lands  covered  by  the  said  entry,  and  executed  and  delivered  to  your 
petitioners  another  mortgage  for  the  remainder  of  the  sum  so  advanced  to  him  upon 
said  premises ;  that  said  mortgages  were  duly  recorded  on  the  17th  of  November, 
A.  D.  1884,  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  deeds  for  Polk  county,  Minnesota,  in 
which  county  said  lands  were  then  and  now  are  situate ;  that  both  of  the  s:iid  mort- 
gages are  now  held  and  owned  by  the  original  mortgagees  named  therein  and  are 
both  unpaid;  that  your  petitioners  are  and  for  a  long  time  have  been  the  agents  of 
said  Frances  8.  Speer,  to  look  after  said  mortgage  and  the  collection  of  interest  and 
principal  thereon,  and  have  from  time  to  time  advanced  said  Frances  S.  Speer  the 
interest  which  has  become  due  upon  said  mortgage,  which  sums  have  not  been  re- 
paid to  your  petitioners,  but  which  sums  are  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
said  mortgage  and  said  lands,  when  the  same  shall  be  collected  by  the  sale  of  said 
lands,  or  otherwise. 

It  appears  that  Gerlach  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  entry, 
Jnne  18, 1886,chargiuginsufficiency  of  residence.  Hearing  was  had,and 
the  register  and  receiver  recommended  the  cancellation  of  tbc  ^ntry,  and 
on  appeal  you  affirmed  their  action* 
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It  is  unnecessary  to  review  the  testimony  in  the  record,  or  discoss 
the  errors  complained  of. 

The  7th  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.,  1095),  provides 
as  follows : 

nnd  all  entries  made  nnder  the  pre-emption,  homestead,  desert-land,  or  timber  cnl- 
tare  laws,  in  whieh  final  proof  and  payment  may  have  been  made  and  certificates 
issued,  and  to  which  there  are  no  adverse  claims  originating  prior  to  final  entry  and 
which  have  been  sold  or  incumbered  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hnudred 
and  eighty-eight,  and  after  final  entry  to  bona  fide  ]>urcha8ers  or  incumbrancers,  for 
a  valuable  consideration,  shall,  unless  upon  an  investigation  by  a  government  agent, 
fraud  Ob  the  part  of  the  parchaser  has  been  fonnd,  be  confirmed  and  patented  npon 
presentation  of  satisfactory  proof  to  the  Land  Department  of  such  sale  or  incum- 
brance. 

There  is  a  pending  contest  against  the  validity  of  this  entry ;  but  it 
appears  from  the  sworn  petition,  above  set  forth,  that  the  land  covered 
by  the  final  certificate  was  ^^  incumbered  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  after  final  entry  to  bona  fide 
purchasers,  or  incumbrancers,  for  a  valuable  consideration."  There  has 
been  no. investigation  by  a  government  agent. 

The  facts  on  the  face  of  the  petition  are  sufficient  under  the  act  above 
cited  to  confirm  the  entry  and  pass  the  land  to  patent. 

But,  inasmuch  as  this  appeal  was  filed  prior  to  the  passage  of  said 
act,  and  before  the  instructions  thereunder  were  promulgated  (12  L.  D., 
450),  which  require  that  the 

proof  of  sale  or  incumbrance  prior  to  March  1,  IS88,  should  consist  of  the  original 
deed  or  mortgage  from  the  entryman  ....  or  certified  copies  of  such  instruments 
or  a  certified  abstract  of  the  proper  records  showing  the  chain  of  title  back  to  the 
entryman,  together  with  satisfactory  proof  that  the  incumbrance  has  not  been  dis- 
charged, or  that  the  land  has  not  been  reconveyed  to  the  entryman, 

I  remand  the  case,  with  directions  that  you  require  the  mortgagees  to 
make  proof  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  above  quoted. 
The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  modified. 


BAILHOAD  grant— StrSPBKDBD  HOMESTEAD  ENTRT. 

Northern  Paoipio  R.  B.  Go. 

Land  included  within  a  suspended  homestead  entry  at  definite  location  is  excepted 

from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the   Commissioner  of  the   General  Land 

Office^  June  2, 1891. 

1  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Gom- 
pauy  from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  January  27, 1890,  rejecting  the 
claim  of  said  company  to  the  SE.  ^  of  NW.  :|,  the  SW.  i  of  the  NE.  :|,  and 
the  K  i  of  the  SE.  :|,  of  Sec.  11,  T.  4  S.,  B.  4  E.,  Bozeman,  Montana. 

The  land  in  controversy  is  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  made 
for  the  benefit  of  said  railroad  company,  upon  filing  of  map  of  general 
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Toate,  Febraary  21, 1872,  and  within  tbe  granted  limits  of  said  road  as 
definitely  located  Jaly  6, 1882. 

From  the  record  before  me,  it  appears  that  John  Ault  made  home- 
stead entry  of  said  tract  May  4,  1872,  and  on  December  4, 1874,  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  held  said  entry  for  cancella- 
tion, for  conflict  with  the  withdrawal  of  February  21, 1872,  npon  general 
route,  subject  to  appeal  within  sixty  days.  Ault  did  not  appeal,  and  no 
farther  action  was  taken  upon  said  entry. 

On  December  14, 1886,  the  Northern  Paciflc  Railroad  Oompany  ap- 
plied to  list  said  tract  as  inuring  under  its  grant,  but  said  application 
was  rejected,  for  the  reason  that  at  the  date  of  the  withdrawal  upon 
map  of  general  route  the  land  was  covered  by  the  pre-emption  declara- 
tory statement  of  Abraham  A.  Mesler,  filed  January  13,  1872,  and  at 
date  of  definite  location  by  the  entry  of  Ault,  which  still  remained  un- 
canceled upon  the  records. 

On  January  22,  1887,  the  register  reported  that  the  time  within 
which  Ault  should  have  made  proof  had  expired ;  that  he  had  been 
notified  thereof,  and  so  far  as  he  could  learn  Ault  was  dead-,  and  he 
recommended  that  the  entry  be  canceled. 

The  local  officers  were  directed  to  make  further  effort  to  notify  Ault, 
but  made  no  report  thereon,  and  your  office  by  the  decision  now  under 
consideration  canceled  said  entry  upon  the  records  and  files  of  your 
office,  and  rejected  the  claim  of  the  railroad  company,  for  the  reason 
that  the  tract  was  excepted  from  withdrawal  by  the  unexpired  filing  of 
record  of  Abraham  A.  Mesler  and  from  tbe  grant  by  the  homestead  entry 
of  Ault,  remaining  of  record  at  date  of  definite  location. 

From  this  decision  the  company  appealed,  assigning  the  following 
grounds  of  error: 

1.  £rror  to  rale  that  the  homeetead  entry  of  Ault  excepted  the  land  from  the  grant. 

2.  Error  not  to  have  mled  that  the  action  of  the  General  Land  Office  Dec.  1, 1874, 
virtually  disposed  of  Ault's  entry,  and  it  was  not  an  adverBe  claim  July  6, 1882,  when 
the  line  of  road  was  definitely  located. 

3.  Error  not  to  have  rerersed  the  action  of  the  district  officers  rejecting  the  appli- 
cation of  the  company  to  list«ald  land. 

It  will  be  seen  fcom  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts,  that  there  was 
no  judgment  of  the  Oommissioner  canceling  the  entry  until  the  decision 
of  January  27, 1890;  nor  does  it  affirmatively  appear  from  the  record 
that  Ault  had  notice  of  the  decision  of  the  Oommissioner  of  December 
1, 1874,  holding  his  entry  for  cancellation. 

The  order  of  the  Commissioner  of  December  1, 1874,  holding  the  entry 
for  cancellation  only  held  the  matter  in  abeyance  until  final  action 
should  be  taken,  and  no  final  action  was  taken  at  the  time  it  is  claimed 
that  the  right  of  the  railroad  attached.  The  effect  of  t  he  Commissioner's 
decision  of  December  1,  1874,  was  to  suspend  Ault's  entry,  and  a  sus- 
pended entry  at  date  of  definite  location  excepts  the  land  from  the 
grant 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 
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B/ULBOAD  BIGHT  OF  WAT— BEVOCATION  OF  APPBOVAL. 

Union  Siyeb  Logging  Railroad  Go. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  the  power  to  recall,  annul,  and  set  aside  the  action 
of  his  predecessor  in  office  in  approving  the  map  of  definite  location,  or  profile, 
of  a  railroad,  filed  under  section  4,  act  of  March  3, 1875,  where  such  approval  is 
procured  by  fraud  and  misrepresentation,  and  for  a  purpose  n«t  authorized  by 
law. 

The  approval  of  the  map  of  definite  location,  heretofore  filed  by  this  company,  is 
recalled  and  vacated. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

June  2,  1801. 

I  have  considered  the  matter  of  the  Union  River  Logging  Railroad 
Company  on  rule  to  show  cause  why  the  action  of  the  Department  in 
approving  Its  map  of  definite  location,  ander  the  act  of  March  3, 1875, 
(18  Stats«,  482)  should  not  be  revoked.  In  order  to  arrive  at  a  fall 
anderstanding  of  the  matter,  it  appears  to  be  necessary  to  commence 
with  the  facts  and  circumstances  under  which  your  office  became  aware 
of  the  existence  of  the  respondent  company. 

On  the  29th  day  of  August,  1886,  John  McKenna,  a  claimant  under 
the  pre-emption  law,  complained  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  that  the  respondent  company  was  then  trespassing  upon 
his  claim,  which  embraced  the  E.  i  SW.  ^,  and  W.  i  SE.  i  of  Sec  34, 
T.  24  K.,  R.  1  W.,  Willamette  Meridian,  Seattle,  Washington,  by  cat- 
ting a  right  of  way  through  his  claim,  and  by  cutting  valuable  timber 
upon  the  public  lands  along  its  roadway. 

Thereupon,  the  matter  was  referred  to  Special  Agent  Carson  for  in- 
vestigation. October  14, 1888,  Agent  Carson  made  his  report  showing 
the  incorporation  of  the  respondent  company  in  March,  1883,  and  the 
building  of  about  four  and  a  half,  or  five  miles  of  its  road,  and  that  the 
first  of  the  year  of  1888,  said  road  changed  hands  and  was  at  the  date 
of  the  report,  owned  by  the  ^<  Puget  Mill  Co."  That  the  route  they  were 
taking  through  McKenna's  claim,  was  a  very  g^eat  injury  to  it. 

The  records  of  the  general  land  office  were  examined,  and  no  record 
that  such  a  company  existed  found  there.  The  case  was  then  referred 
to  Special  Agent  Byrue,  who  investigated  it  and  on  the  i9th  day  of 
November,  1888,  made  his  report  showing  the  respondent  company  to 
be  wilfully  trespassing  upon  the  lands  described  in  McKenna's  com- 
plaint, and  the  public  lands  in  the  vicinity,  and  recommended  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  respondent  company,  <<as  any  other  trespasser  oa  public 
lands."  At  the  same  time  he  forwarded  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  a  proposition  of  settlement  for  the  timber  cut  by 
said  company  upon  said  lands,  wherein  said  company  ofiered  to  pay  the 
sum  of  $180,  in  full  for  said  trespass. 

On  December  31, 1888,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
directed  Special  Agent  Byrne  to  examine  and  ascertain  whether  or  nut 
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said  railroad  was  being  constracted  as  a  common  carrier,  or  for  per- 
sonal and  private  gaiu. 

On  the  6tli  day  of  January,  1889,  it  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Seattle,  its  original  and  amended  articles  of  incorporation, 
under  the  laws  of  Washington  Territory  j  the  original  bearing  date 
March  20, 1883,  and  the  amended  on  the  14th  day  of  August,  1888.  On 
the  28th  day  of  January,  1889,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  transmitted  said  articles  of  incorporation  and  proofs  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  company  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  the 
recommendation  that  the  same  be  filed;  also  a  map  showing  the  definite 
location  of  said  company^s  roa<l  from  a  point  in  the  SW.  J  of  the  SW. 
i  of  Sec.  29,  T.  23  N.,  R.  1  W.,  to  a  point  in  the  NE.  J  of  the  SE.  J  of 
Sec.  20,  T.  24  N.,  R.  1  W.,  Seattle,  Washington,  a  distance  of  about  13 
miles;  the  approval  of  said  map  being  recommended  <^ subject  to  all 
existing  possessory  rights." 

On  the  29th  day  of  January,  1889,  said  map  of  definite  location  was 
approved  by  Secretary  Vilas. 

On  the  6th  day  of  February,  1889,  (pursuant  to  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  December  31,  aforesaid)  Agent  Byrne  reported 

That  there  is  no  doabt  but  what  the  road  is  being  built  for  personal  and  private 
gain  only,  and  will  never  be  used  us  a  common  carrier  for  the  benefit  of  the  genei*al 
pnblio,  because  the  character  of  the  country  through  which  it  will  pass  and  the  small 
village  which  it  will  reach,  will  not  Justify  the  maintenance  or  operation  of  any  kind 
of  a  railroad . 

With  his  report  ho  inclosed  the  affidavits  of  John  Lunk^  Edwin  G. 
Bemis,  John  McKenna,  G.  I.  Yousted,  Krist  Thompson,  Samuel  Robert- 
son andC.  A.  Johnson. 

On  the  8th  day  of  March,  1889,  your  office  transmitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment said  report  of  Agent  Byrne  and  the  accompanying  papers. 

On  the  29th  day  of  March,  1889,  the  papers  in  the  case  were  trans- 
mitted by  this  Department  to  the  Attorney-General,  and  civil  and  crim- 
inal proceedings  advised  for  the  timber  taken  from  the  public  lands,  by 
said  company,  prior  to  its  application  for  right  of  way  privileges;  an 
opinion  was  also  requested  as  to  whether  the  department  still  retains 
jurisdiction  for  the  purpose  of  making  investigation  as  to  the  purpose 
and  object  of  said  incorporation,  and  of  cancelling  and  revoking  its  order, 
if  it  should  appear  that  said  approval  was  improperly  granted.  See  8 
L.  D.,  374. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1890,  the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Attorney-General 
was  received,  in  which  he  held  that  the  Department  of  the  Interior  has 
jurisdiction  to  cancel  its  former  approval  of  the  maps  of  this  route  if  it 
finds  just  cause  therefor. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  having  thus  been  disposed  of  by  the  At- 
torney General,  the  matter  was  carefully  considered  by  the  Department 
and  on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1889,  it  was  found  from  the  evidence. 

That  tbe  approval  of  the  articles  of  incorporntion  and  maps  of  definite  location  of 
said  company  were  obtaiued  by  falae  representations.    That  said  corporation  is  not 
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such  a  dnly  organized  and  properly  constituted  railroad  company  as  Congreas  con- 
templated or  intended  to  proTide  the  right  of  way  for  over  the  public  lands,  bnt  that 
it  is  used  exclusively  for  the  private  use  and  benefit  of  persons  interested  therein,  and 
not  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  general  public. 

Thereapon  yon  were  directed  to  issae  a  rale  and  cause  it  to  be  served 
u|)on  said  compaDy, 

Requiring  it  to  show  cause,  within  thirty  days,  why  the  approval  of  the  articles  of 
incorporation  and  maps  of  definite  location,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
January  29, 1889,  should  not  be  revoked  and  annulled. 

Said  rule  was  duly  issued  and  served,  and  on  behalf  of  said  compaDy, 
Phillipsy  Zachry  and  McKeuney,  as  attorneys  for  it,  filed  an  answer  to 
the  rule  as  follows  : 

Now  comes  the  Union  River  Logging  R.  R.  Company  by  its  President,  William 
Walker,  and  not  acknowledging  but  expressly  denying  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  in  the  premises,  makes  answer  as  follows: 

1.  The  Union  River  Logging  R.  R.  Co.  was  originally  incorporated  under  the  laws 
of  Washington  Territory  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1883  by  John  Mo- 
Reavy,  Edwin  ^.  McReavy  and  John  Latham,  for  the  purpose  of  building,  equipping, 
running,  maintaining,  and  operating  a  railroad  for  the  transportation  of  saw  logs, 
piles  and  other  timber,  and  to  charge  and  receive  compensation  and  tolls  therefor. 
Said  railroad  being  intended  to  run  from  a  starting  point  at  tide  water  in  Lynch's 
Cove  at  the  head  of  Hood's  Canal,  in  Mason  County,  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  a 
distance  of  ten  miles,  more  or  less,  to  a  point  at  or  near  the  northeast  comer  of  Town- 
ship 24  North,  Range  1  West,  Wil.  Mer. 

2.  That  the  said  original  incorporators  constructed  between  four  and  one-half  (4^) 
and  five  (5)  miles  of  said  road  and  equipped  and  ojterated  the  same  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
transporting  logs  and  timber  as  aforesaid. 

3.  That  on  or  about  the  day  of  A.  D.  188  ,  yonr  orator,  and  his  associ- 
ates, Cyrus  Walker,  D.  B.  Jackson  and  Edwin  G.  Ames  purchased  said  road  from  its 
original  incorporators  and  owners,  paying  therefor  a  large  sum  of  money,  aggregating 
many  thousands  of  dollars. 

4.  That  said  road  was  purchased  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  intention  of  extend- 
ing and  improving  the  same,  your  orator  and  his  associates  being  of  the  opinion  that 
should  said  road  be  extended  as  hereinafter  set  forth  so  as  to  connect  the  tide  waters 
of  Hoods  canal  with  the  tide  waters  of  Dyes  Inlet  in  Kitsap  county,  that  an  impor- 
tant and  very  desirable-  means  of  communication  would  be  estitblished,  and  a  large 
section  of  country  almost  uninhabited  bnt  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  merchant- 
able timber  would  thereby  be  opened  up,  and  rendered  available  for  purposes  of  set- 
tlement and  entry. 

5.  That  soon  after  purchasing  said  road  and  corporate  ftanchise,  your  orator  un- 
dertook to  devise  ways  and  means  for  carrying  into  execution  the  desires  and  wishes 
of  said  purchasers,  and  on  July  31st,  1888,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  Union  River  Logging  R.  R.  Co.,  it  was  decided  by  an  unnnimona  vote  to 
file  supplemental  articles  of  incorporation,  under  which  said  company  woold  be  au- 
thorised to  extend  its  railroad  and  to  do  and  perform  the  business  of  a  common  carrier 
thereon. 

6.  That  thereafter,  to  wit :  on  August  17, 1888,  supplemental  articles  of  incorpora- 
tion were  filed  in  accordance  with  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided.  Said 
articles  authorized  said  company  to  construct  and  equip  a  railroad  and  telegraph 
line,  from  a  convenient  point  at  tide  water  in  Lynch's  cove,  at  the  head  of  Hoods 
canal,  running  in  a  northeasterly  direction  to  tide  water  in  Dye's  inlet  in  Kitsap 
county;  also  to  construct  a  branch  from  the  main  line  at  some  convenient  point  run- 
ning northerly  to  or  near  Seabeck  on  Hood's  canal;  also  to  conatraot  ^branfih  irom. 
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the  main  line  by  the* most  practicable  route  to  title  water  at  or  neajc  Port  Orchard; 
and  also  to  constract  such  other  branches  as  might  be  necessary  or  proper  for  the 
profitable  management  and  extension  of  the  bnsiness  of  said  corporation. 

And  said  articles  of  incorporation  farther  anthorized  said  company  to  transport 
fieight  and  passengers  over  said  road  and  branches,  and  to  receire  tolls  therefor,  to 
borrow  money,  to  mortgage  its  railroad,  branches  and  rolling  stock,  to  engage  in 
seyeral  different  kinds  of  bnsiness  specifically  mentioned,  and  generally  to  do  and  per- 
form all  the  duties  of  a  common  carrier. 

7.  That  after  the  filing  of  said  supplemental  articles  of  incorporation  and  not  before, 
said  company  by  its  officers,  believing  themselves  to  be  authorized  so  to  do  by  virtue 
of  the  act  of  March  3rd,  1875,  (18  Stat.,  482)  and  acting  in  perfect  good  faith,  com- 
menced to  extend  the  coustruction  of  its  road  and  in  so  doing  out  a  way  forty  feet  in 
width  over  a  portion  of  section  thirty-four  (34)  in  township  24  N.,  R.  1.  W.,Wil.  Mcr. 
and  graded  the  same. 

8.  That  thereafter,  to  wit :  on  January  5,  1889,  duly  certified  copies  of  the  com- 
pany's articles  of  incorporation,  together  with  a  sworn  map  of  a  section  of  the  road 
as  definitely  located,  were  filed  in  the  local  office,  and  after  proper  investigation 
and  examination,  the  approval  of  William  Vilas,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
was  endorsed  thereon. 

9.  That  the  said  company  has  ever  since  that  time  been  engaged  in  extending  its 
main  line  and  building  its  various  branches.  That  over  the  completed  portions  of  its 
roads  it  has  continuously  operated  trains,  for  the  transportation  of  such  freight  as 
might  be  offered,  and  the  carrying  of  such  passengers  as  might  present  themselves. 

That  said  road  being  built  through  a  timber  district,  the  vast  bulk  of  its  business 
has  been  the  transportation  of  saw  logs,  piles,  and  timber,  although  other  classes  of 
freight  and  many  passengers  have  been  transported. 

10.  Your  orator  denies  that  said  railroad  is  run  in  the  interest  of  any  man,  associ- 
ation of  men,  or  company  to  the  exclusion  of  the  public  at  large,  but  alleges  and 

stands  ready  to  prove  that  said  rai  Iroad  company  since  the  I7th  day  of  August,  A.  D., 
1888,  when  it  was  chartered  as  a  common  carrier,  has  stood  ready  to  transport  any 
and  all  freight  such  as  is  usually  offered  for  transportation,  and  has  transported 
all  such  that  was  offered  without  regard  to  who  was  the  owner^  thereof,  and  has 
carried  all  passengers  who  applied  for  transportation,  refusing  none. 

11.  That  as  your  orator  and  his  associates  conceived  would  be  the  case,  with  the 
increasing  tide  of  immigration,  many  settlei  shave  been  induced  to  follow  and  locate 
along  the  line  of  the  proposed  road ;  lumbering  operations  on  a  more  or  less  exten- 
sive scale  have  been  put  into  exeeution,  the  surrounding  country  is  rapidly  being 
opened  up,  and  the  su^^cess  of  the  proposed  line  of  railroad  as  ap  important  and  neces- 
sary means  of  transportation  through  the  country  in  which  it  is  located  is  assured. 

12.  Your  orator  denies  that  any  false  or  fraudulent  statements  of  any  sort  of  kind 
were  made  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  approval  of  the  company's  articles  of  in- 
corporation and  right  of  way  map. 

The  application  for  such  approval  was  made  in  strict  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  statute  and  the  departmental  regulations  issued  in  accordance  there- 
with. 

No  ft'and  of  any  sort  or  kind  was  sought  or  intended  to  be  perpetrated  either  upon 
the  law  or  upon  the  Department,  but  each  and  every  statement  contained  in  the 
application  for  approval  and  the  accompanying  papers  was  true  in  intent  and  fact. 

In  support  whereof,  further  affidavits  are  filed  herewith. 

Wlierefore  your  orator  prays  that  the  said  Union  River  Logging  Railroad  Company 

may  be  dismissed  hence  without  day. 

And  your  orator  will  dver  x>ray  etc. 

William  Walkbr, 

Fres.  U.  B,  L.  B.  B.  Co., 

By  Philups,  Zachry  &  McKbnnky, 

MU  attomejfB, 
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District  of  Columbia, 

Washington  Citiff  S9: 
F.  D.  McKenney  being  first  duly  sworn  deposes  and  says  tbat  he  is  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Phillips,  Zochry  and  MoKenney,  attorneys  at  law,  that  he  has  read  over 
the  foregoing  answer  and  knows  the  contents  thereof,  that  the  statements  therein 
contained  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information,  and  belief. 

F.  D.  McKsNVBY. 

Sabsoribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  Jnly,  1890. 

Martin  S.  Drcker, 

Notary  Publie, 

The  affidaTits  referred  to  in  the  answer  of  the  company  number  four- 
teen in  all ;  seTen  of  them  were  made  by  persons  living  along  the  line 
of  said  railroad,  and  aside  from  the  names,  ages,  length  and  place  of 
residence  of  the  several  affiants,  contain  the  same  facts.  One  of  theoi 
is  all  that  is  necessary  to  refer  to  as  a  sample : 

Stephen  Wiliett  being  first  dnly  sworn,  on  oath  deposes  and  says:  That  he  is  of  the 
age  of  42  years,  and  is,  and  for  3^  years  last  past  has  been,  living  in  section  31,  T. 
23  north  of  range  1  W.,  and  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  Union  River  Logging 
Bailroad  Company;  that  during  all  of  said  time  he  has  been  acoastomed,  whenever 
occasion  offered,  or  whenever  he  has  desired  so  to  do,  to  ship  supplies,  and  such  other 
freight  as  he  desired,  over  the  line  of  said  road  ;  that  while  it  is  true  that  the  Union 
River  Logging  Railroad  Company  is  chiefly  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  logs, 
piles,  and  such  other  timber,  this  affiant  has  had  transported  over  said  road  all  of 
the  freight,  of  various  kinds,  and  said  company  has  never  refused  to  receive  and 
transport  freight  for  him,  and  this  affiant  fully  believes  that  said  company  carries 
such  other  freight,  of  any  kind,  as  is  offered  to  it  for  transportation ;  that  the  princi- 
pal and,  np  to  the  present,  almost  the  only  business  along  the  line  of  said  railroad 
has  been  the  business  of  logging,  but  that  the  business  adjacent  to  said  road  is  now 
more  rapidly  settling  up,  and  said  road  is  now,  and  will  continue  to  be,  a  most  im- 
portant factor  in  developing  the  section  of  country  through  which  it  runs. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  Raymond  Cormier  testifies  that  in  the 
years  1887, 1888,  and  1889,  he  was  operating  a  logging  camp  and  carry- 
ing on  a  logging  business  along  the  line  of  said  railroad;  that  daring 
said  time  said  railroad  company  carried  for  him,  logs  and  timber;  also 
transported  freight  for  him.  The  affidavit  of  William  Walker,  the 
president  of  said  road,  shows  that  about  the  year  1886  he  and  his  asso- 
ciates purchased  the  stock  of  said  railroad ;  that  it  was  then  deter- 
mined to  extend  said  railroad  from  the  waters  of  Hood's  canal  to  some 
point  or  points  on  Dyer's  Inlet  and  to  carry  on  with  the  said  railroHAi, 
the  business  of  a  common  carrier  for  hire;  that  in  July,  1888,  it  was 
decided  to  file  supplemental  articles  of  incorporation  of  said  railroad  so 
as  to  make  it  a  common  carrier. 

That  thereafter  said  logging  road  was  extended,  and  preparations  have  been  made 
to  further  extend  the  same  to  the  waters  of  Dyer's  Inlet  in  Kitsap  county,  aud  by 
a  westerly  branch  to  some  point  at  or  near  8eabeck  on  Hood's  Canal.  And  that  (he 
owners  of  said  road  intend  to  so  extend  said  road  and  to  use  the  same  as  a  comiooa 
carrier  for  hire,  and  to  transport  over  said  road  all  business  offered  therefor. 

That  ever  since  the  adoption  of  said  supplemental  articles  of  incorpo- 
ration, saidjrpad  has  c^jrried  such  freight^  other  than  the  logging  biui* 
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uess,  as  has  been  offered  to  it  and  carried  such  passengers  as  desired 
to  travel  over  its  line.    And  continues: 

That  said  road  rans  through  a  cOanti7  almost  entirely  nninhabited,  and  bat  just 
now  filling  up  with  settlers,  and  that  the  only  business  offered  for  said  road  of  any 
consequence,  has  been  the  logging  business,  in  the  transportation  of  which  said  road 
has  been  chiefly  employed ;  that  said  road  at  no  time  since  the  filing  of  said  supple- 
mental articles  has  refused  to  transport  freight  and  passeagers  offered  for  transporta- 
tion, bat  has  always  been  ready  and  willing  so  to  do.  That  the  settlers  along  the 
line  of  said  road,  have  and  do  use  said  road  for  the  purpose  of  shipping  small  qnanti-  ^ 
ties  of  freight  over  the  same  and  for  transportation  of  themselves.  Upon  the  com- 
pletion of  said  road  to  Dyer's  Inlet  or  to  Seabeck,  the  present  rate  at  which  the  sur- 
rounding country  is  being  settled  up  said  road  will,  in  a  few  years  be  an  important 
means  of  transportation  between  the  x>oints  above  named.  And  this  affiant  further 
says  that  no  fraud  or  misrepresentation  of  any  kind  has  ever  been  made  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  in  order  to  secure  the  approval  of  its  map  of  definite  location, 
and  that  all  the  statements  contained  in  said  application  are,  to  the  best  of  this  affi- 
ant's belief,  true. 

The  affidavit  of  E.  6.  Ames,  dated  Jaly  9,  1890,  shows  that  he  was 
then  vice  president  of  said  railroad,  and  that  for  three  years  prior  to 
April  29,  1890,  he  was  the  Secretary  of  said  road ;  and  as  to  the  facts 
corroborates  tlie  affidavit  of  Walker.  On  the  23rd  day  of  September, 
1890,  said  Ames  made  another  affidavit  in  which  he  swears  that  the 
Union  River  Logging  and  Bailroad  Company,  is,  in  all  respects,  a  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  corporation  from  the  Puget  Mill  Company,  with  dif- 
ferent officers,  only  connected  with  the  Paget  Mill  Company  when  it 
transports  for  said  Paget  Mill  Company  logs  and  timber. 

That  the  books  of  said  Union  River  Logging  Railroad  Company  show  that  during 
the  year  188H,  the  transportation  of  said  company  amounted  to  upwards  of  seven 
million  feet  of  logs,  spars,  piles  and  other  timber,  yielding  a  profit  to  said  company, 
on  its  transportation  account,  of  upwards  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars,  and  for  the 
year  1889,  the  transportation  of  logs,  spars,  piles  and  other  timber  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  eight  million  feet,  yielding  a  profit  on  the  transportation  account  of  said 
company  of  upwards  of  eight  thousand  dollars;  that  said  timber  was  hauled  princi- 
ci pally  for  the  Puget  Sound  Commercial  Company  and  the  Puget  Mill  Company,  and 
that  the  hauling  of  said  timber  for  said  companies,  and  other  persons  logging  along 
the  said  road,  has  been  and  is  now  the  principal  business  of  said  company. 

In  a  third  affidavit  made  by  said  Ames,  dated  November  10,  1890, 
he  states  that  the  present  owners  of  the  Union  River  Logging  and 
jKailroad  Company  parchased  it  of  McReavy  and  Latham  who  had  been 
condacting  business  with  said  road  prior  to  1885. 

That  the  said  logging  railroad  was  originally  constrnoted  and  operated  by  said  Mc- 
Reavy and  Latham,  and  consisted  only  of  a  wooden  railroad,  the  rails  of  which  were 
made  of  square  timbers  of  wood,  and  on  which  was  operated  a  logging  locomotive, 
known  as  the  *'  Blackman  "  logging  engine,  which  was  an  engine  of  a  gauge  of  about 
eight  feet,  and  designed  solely  for  hauling  logs  at  a  moderate  rate  of  speed,  and  that 
the  only  other  rolling  stock  which  the  said  MoReavy  and  Latham  then  had,  con- 
sisted of  one  or  two  old  style  logging  cars. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1885,  McBeavy  and  Latham  sold  the 
stock  of  said  company  to  the  present  owners; 

that  soon  after  the  purchase  by  the  present  owners  of  said  road,  new  and  sapple- 
mental  Artiolei  of  Inoorporation  were  filed,  inoreaslng  the  powers  of  the  oompugrt 
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In  the  following  spring  the  new  management  of  the  road  started  in  to  rebnild  it, 
and  pnt  it  in  shape  for  carrying  on  the  business  contemplated  in  the  articles  of 'in- 
corporation. ...  It  was  decided  to  re-locate  a  right  of  way  for  almost  the  en- 
tire length  of  the  line,  which  was  then  about  four  miles  long.  A  new  line  was  lo- 
cated, the  old  track  torn  up,  a  new  road-bed  made,  and  steel  rails  were  used  in  build- 
ing a  standard  gauge  railroad,  aud  the  road  was  properly  ballasted  and  pnt  in  first 
class  condition  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  built.  The  new  management  then 
purchased  an  '*H.  K.  Porter '' seventeen- ton  locomotive,  and  ten  cars,  which  were 
used  in  operating  the  road,  and  later  additional  rolling  stock  was  added  to.  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  business  along  said  road.  Since  the  purchase  of  the  road  from 
McReavy  and  Latham,  the  road  lias  been  extended  about  three  miles,  and  further 
extensions  are  contemplated  by  the  couipany. 

The  articles  of  inc:)rporation  of  the' Union  River  Lo^gin^  Railroad 
Company  were  acknowledged  on  the  20th  day  of  Marcli,  1883,  and  re- 
corded with  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  May  7, 1883.  The  sapple- 
mental  articles  were  acknowledged  Angnst  14, 1888,  aud  recorded  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  September  8, 1888.  It  appears  from  the 
affidavit  of  W.  H.  Kewel,  the  book-keeper  of  the  Paget  Mill  Company, 
that  daring  the  year  1888,  said  mill  couipany  paid  to  the  Union  Hiver 
Railroad  Company  the  sum  of  $16,344.28,  for  haaling  logs  over  the  Hue 
of  said  railroad  company,  and  that  for  the  year  1889,  for  like  services 
paid  to  said  railroad  company  $10,370.93. 

It  appears  from  an  affidavit  of  C.  R.  Cronmer,  the  book-keeper  of  the 
Union  River  Logging  Railroad  company,  that  daring  the  years  1887, 
1888  and  1889,  ^^  it  was  a  common  thing  for  people  living  along  the  line 
of  said  road  to  have  their  freight  sent  over  said  I'oad  on  the  trains  of 
the  said  Union  River  Logging  Railroad  Company." 

In  support  of  its  answer,  the  company,  filed  a  second  affidavit  of  Ed- 
win C.  Bemis  in  which  he  reiterates  the  statements  contained  in  his 
first  one,  as  to  the  object  of  the  original  incorporators,  and  adds : 

• 

Bat  I  desire  now  to  state  that  said  railroad  has  been  bought  by  other  parties,  and 
is  being  oi>erated  by  other  parties  than  the  original  incorporators,  and  since  the  last 
named  parties  have  controlled  said  road,  I  have  never  knowo  them  to  refnse  to  carry 
freight  or  passcngorsy  and  that  they  do  carry  passengers  and  traffic  that  is  offered  to 
them  as  commoD  carriers,  aud  with  the  developrnent  of  the  country  in  t>hat  locality 
and  the  iucreased  demand  for  railroad  facilities,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  will 
continue  to  use  said  railroad  as  a  general  common  carrier  and  traffic  road,  and  will 
if  so  used,  be  of  great  advantage,  and  general  ntility  to  that  section  of  conntry,  and 
in  connection  with  other  lines  of  transportation  established  with  other  lines  of  trana- 
portation,  established  and  proposed,  both  by  water  and  land,  will,  I  have  no  doubt, 
be  of  great  benetit,  not  only  to  the  owners  but  also  to  the  people  and  country  affected 
thereby. 

The  matter,  upon  the  part  of  the  respondent  company,  has  been  e1ab> 
orately  argued  both  orally  and  in  print.  A  long  array  of  authorities, 
has  been  cited  by  counsel  in  support  of  their  views,  all  of  which  have 
received  careful  and  patient  examination.  The  first  question  presented, 
and  the  one  most  strenuously  urged  is  whether  the  Department  has 
jurisdiction  in  the  premises.  In  the  incipient  stages  of  this  proceed, 
ing,  this  question  suggested  itself,  and  in  view  of  its  importance  it  waa 
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sobmitted  to  tbe  Attorney-Oeneral  for  his  opinion,  which  he  rendered 
under  date  of  May  4, 1890. 
In  his  opinion  he  says. 

There  is  no  room  to  doabt,  I  think,  that  the  privileges  granted  by  the  act  of  Maroh 
3k  1875,  to  any  railroad  company  dniy  organized  under  State,  Territorial,  or  Federal 
authority,  of  a  right  of  way  two  hundred  feet  in  width,  through  the  public  lands 
witb  the  necessary  lands  for  stations,  shops,  etc.,  together  witb  the  right  to  take 
earth,  stone,  timber,  and  other  material  from  the  public  lands  adjacent  to  the  line  of 
the  road  of  such  company,  were  meant  to  be  extended  by  Co  ngress  to  railroad  com- 
panies intending  to  operate  roads  for  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  pnblic  as 
common  carriers,  and  not  for  their  own  benefit,  except  in  so  far  as  that  benefit  rep- 
retMMited  a  return  for  their  public  services.  This  view  is  placed  beyond  doubt  by  the 
3rd  section  of  the  act  of  1875,  which  gives  the  territorial  legislatures  power  to  provide 
for  the  condemnation  of  "  private  lands  and  possessory  claims  on  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States '' for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad  companies  entitled  to  claim  the 
privileges  of  the  act,  and  it  is  almost  needless  to  add  that  Congress  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  had  it  in  contemplation  in  this  statute  to  authorize  the  rigbt  of  emi- 
nent domain  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  a  merely  trading  corporation.  .  .  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that,  for  the  benefit  of  settlers  as  well  as  its  own,  the  government 
has  the  right  to  have  an  authoritative  declaration  made  that  the  pnblic  lands  through 
which  the  line  of  the  railroad  in  question  runs  are  not  subject  to  the  burdens  imposed 

by  the  act  of  1(575 It  follows  then,  that  the  application  to  the 

Department  was  for  a  purpose  not  authorized  by  law,  and  that  the  action  taken  in 
granting  the  application  was  void,  it  being  perfectly  clear  that  no  disposition  can  be 

made  of  any  part  of  the  public  domain  without  the  authority  of  Congress 

To  hold  that  the  Department  can  not  in  this  case  cancel  its  approval  and  erase 
the  line  of  the  railroad  from  the  public  plats,  but  that  the  United  States  must  go 
into  a  court  of  equity  for  that  purpose,  would  seem  to  urge  the  conclusiveness  of 
execntive  action  to  an  unreasonable  extent.  The  principle  of  res  judicata  while,  to 
some  extent  applicable  to  the  action  of  executive  officers,  has  never  been  held  to  pre- 
vent an  officer  from  re-opening  a  matter  in  which  he  acted  on  a  mistake  of  fact,  or 
where  new  and  additional  evidence,  which  would  justify  a  new  trial  or  a  rehearing, 

has  been  adduced In  the  case  1>efore  me  it  is  entirely  practicable  for  tbe 

Department  to  remove  the  line  of  railroad  from  the  public  plats,  both  here  and  in  tbe 
local  land  office,  and  thus,  effectually,  cancel  the  approval  improvidently  given.  It 
is  not  necessary,  in  order  to  undo  what  has  been  done,  to  compel  tbe  company  to  sur- 
render any  paper  for  cancellation,  because  it  is  the  public  plats  alone  that  need  to  be 
changed,  and  these  are  under  the  entire  control  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 
.  .  .  .  It  would  seem  to  be  a  useless  circuity  to  have  recourse  to  judicial  proceed- 
ings to  correct  executive  action  in  a  case  like  the  one  in  hand  where  there  is  a  con- 
currence of  mistake  of  fact  and  want  of  power  in  the  department,  and  when  the  void 
proceeding  is  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Land  Office. 

He  supports  his  opinion  by  reference  to,  and  quotations  from  Attor- 
ney-General Wirt  (2 Opinions,  41);  Attorney-General  Gushing  (7 Opin- 
ions, 701) ;  the  ease  of  the  United  States  v.  Bank  of  Metropolis  (15  Pet., 
377, 401),  and  concludes : 

That  the  company  is  not  entitled  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1875, 
and  that  it  is  within  the  competency  of  tbe  Department  of  the  Interior  to  recall  and 
annol  its  action  approving  the  line  of  definite  location  of  the  railroad  company  and 
entering  the  same  on  the  public  plats.  • 

I  do  not  think  this  company  is  of  the  character  contemplated  by 
the  act  of  March  3,  1875  (18  Stats.,  482)^   granting  to  railroads  the 
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right  of  way  throagh  the  public  lands,  section  1  of  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  the  right  of  waj'  through  the  pnhlic  landn  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
granted  to  any  railroad  company  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of  any  State  or  Ter- 
ritory, except  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  have  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  a  copy  of  its  articles  of  in- 
corporation, and  due  proofs  of  its  organization  under  the  same,  to  the  extent  of  ods 
hundred  feet  on  f^ach  side  of  the  central  line  of  said  road ;  also  the  right  to  take 
from  the  public  lands  adjacent  to  the  line  of  said  road,  material,  earth,  stone,  aud 
timber  necessary  for  the  construction  of  said  railroad ;  also  ground  adjacent  to  such 
right  of  way  for  station  buildings,  depots,  machine  shops,  side-tracks,  turn-outs,  and 
water  stations,  not  to  exceed  in  amount  twenty  acres  for  each  station,  to  the  extent 
of  one  station  for  each  teli  miles  of  its  road. 

While  the  act  does  not  specifically  define  the  character  of  the  rail- 
roads which  i^hall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  its  provisions,  yet  it 
seems  clear  that  Congress  only  meant  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  act 
to  such  railroads  as  are  quasi  public  corporations  and  are  common  car- 
riers of  passengers  and  freight,  having  time  cards,  passenger  aud 
freight  tarifis,  station-baildings,  depots,  machine-shops,  side-tracks, 
turn-outs,  and  water-stations,  for  their  use  and  operation ;  and  for  the 
nse  of  the  public,  aud  such  cars  as  are  necessary  for  the  safe  and  proper 
transportation  of  freight  of  difierent  kinds,  aud  the  carrying  of  pas- 
sengers over  the  line  of  such  railroad.  It  is  a  railway  which  is  of  some 
benefit  to  the  public,  that  Congress  desired  to  favor. 

This  company  is  not  equipped  with  the  instrumentalities  evideuciDg 
such  a  corporation.  It  is  purely  a  private  enterprise,  constructed  solely 
for  the  transportation  of  supplies  necessary  to  feed  these  mills,  aud 
make  them  and  the  traffic  in  logs  and  lumber  a  profitable  venture. 

In  this  proceeding  the  respondent  company  was  called  upon  to  show 
cause  why  the  approval  of  its  map  of  definite  location  should  not  be  an- 
nulled. Under  said  rule,  it  was  bound  to  show  that  it  was  in  fact  such 
a  railroad  as  the  act  of  Congress  extends  the  right  of  way  over  the  pub- 
lic lands  to,  and  that  it  was  rightfully  entitled  to  the  benefits  conferred 
by  said  act.  It  was  not  called  on  to  show  simply  that  it  was  organized 
as  a  railroad  on  paper  but  a  railroad  in  fact.  Its  answer  is  indefinite 
and  uncertain  in  its  statements  of  fact;  the  evidence  in  support  of  its 
answer  fails  to  show  that  said  company  has  any  depot  or  freight  houses 
or  has  cars  suitable  for  carrying  general  freight  or  passengers;  fails  to 
show  that  said  road  has  any  schedule  of  rates  for  carrying  passengers 
or  freight ;  fails  to  show  that  it  runs  its  trains  upon  regular  trips  or  at 
stated  times,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  general  public ;  fails  to  show 
that  it  starts  from  or  terminates  at  any  town  or  city.  On  the  contrary, 
it  appears  that  said  road  has  been  in  operation  for  several  years  through 
a  scope  of  country  heavily  timbered  and  sparsely  settled ;  that  its  busi- 
ness has  been  and  consists  almost  altogether  in  transporting  logs  and 
lumber  to  tide  water  on  Hoods'  Canal.  That  it  has  been  operated  not 
as  a  public  railroad  but  a  private  concern ;  not  in  the  interest  of  tbe 
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public  as  a  commoa  carrier,  but  in  the  private  interest  of  its  owners 
and  promoters. 

From  a  carefal  examination  of  the  whole  record  I  find :  First,  That  at 
the  time  the  respondent  company  filed  its  articles  of  incorporation 
with  the  register  of  the  local  land  office,  and  at  the  time  its  map  of  defi- 
nite location,  or  profile,  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
said  company  was  not  in  fact  such  a  railroad  company  as  would  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1875  (18  Stats.,  482) ; 

Second,  That  the  approval  of  the  maj^f  definite  location,  or  profile, 
of  the  respondent  company's  line  of  MflFmade  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  on  January  29,  1889,  was  procured  by  fraud  and  false  repre- 
sentations. 

From  the  examination  given  the  authorities,  as  well  as  upon  prin- 
ciples of  a  sound  public  policy,  and  a  just  and  proper  administration  of 
the  public  land  laws,  I  reach  the  conclusion  that  in  a  case  like  the  one 
at  bar,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  the  power  and  authority  to  re- 
call, annul,  and  set  aside  the  action  of  his  predecessor  in  office,  in  ap- 
proving the  map  of  definite  location,  or  profile,  of  a  railroad  company, 
filed  under  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1875.  Having  the 
i)ower,  the  case  at  bar  calls  for  its  exercise  as  a  bounden  duty. 

It  is  accordingly  ordered  that  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  dated  on  the  29th  day  of  January,  1889,  of  the  map  of  definite 
location,  or  profile  of  the  Union  River  Logging  Railroad  Company,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  annulled,  canceleil,  set  aside,  and  held  for 
naught,  and  you  are  directed  to  carry  out  this  order  by  causing  it  to  be 
entered  upon  the  appropriate  plats  and  records  of  your  office  and  the 
proper  local  land  office. 


KON-MINBRAL  ENTREES  IN  ALASKA. 

Regulations  provided  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
carry  into  effect  certain  provisions  for  allowing  entries  of  land  in  Alaska 
for  toionsite^  trading^  and  m4inufacturing  purposes. 

Sections  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen  and  fifteen  of  an  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  3,  1891  (20  Stat.,  1095),  entitled  "  An  act  to 
repeal  timber-culture  laws,  and  for  other  purposes,"  make  provisions, 
under  certain  conditions,  restrictions  and  exceptions,  for  the  disposal 
of  public  land  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska  for  townsite  purposes,  and  for 
the  use  and  necessities  of  trade  and  manufactures,  as  follows : 

Sec.  11.  That  nniil  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress  lands  in  Alaska  may  be  entered 
for  town-site  purposes,  for  the  several  nse  and  benefit  of  the  occupants  of  such  town 
sites,  by  snch  trustee  or  trustees  as  niay  be  named  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
for  that  purpose,  such  entries  to  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  section  twenty-three 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  of  the  Revised  Statutes  as  near  as  may  be ;  and  when  such 
entries  shall  have  been  made,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  provide  by  regula- 
tion for  the  proper  execution  of  the  trust  in  favor  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
site,  including  the  survey  of  the  land  into  lots,  according  to  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
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said  flection  twenty-three  hnndred  and  eighty-seven  of  the  Revised  StatnteSy  whereby 

the  same  result  wonld  be  reached  as  though  the  entry  had  been  made  by  a  coauty 

judge  and  the  disposal  of  the  lots  in  such  town  site  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 

thereof  had  been  prescribed  by  the  legislative  authority  of  a  State  or  Territory: 

Provided,  That  no  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  shall    be  embraced  iu  one 

townsito  entry. 
Sec.  12.  That  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  any 

association  of  snch  citizens,  and  any  corporation  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  State  or  Territory  iu  the  United  States  now  authorized  by 
law  to  hold  lands  in  the  Territories  now  or  hereafter  in  possession  of  and  occupying 
public  lands  in  Alaska  for  the  purpose  of  trade  or  manufactures,  may  purchase  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  to  be  taken  as  near  as  practicable  in  a  square 
form,  of  such  land  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre :  Provided^  That  in  case 
more  than  one  person,  association,  or  corporation  shall  claim  the  same  tract  of  land 
the  person,  association,  or  corporation  having  the  prior  claim  by  reason  of  possession 
and  continued  occupation  shall  be  entitled  to  purchase  the  same;  but  the  entry  of 
no  person,  association,  or  corporation  shall  include  improvements  made  by  or  in  pos- 
session of  another  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  13.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  person,  association,  or  corporation  entitled 
to  purchase  land  under  this  act  to  make  an  application  to  the  United  States  marshal, 
ex  oflicio  surveyor-general  of  Alaska,  for  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  making  a  survey 
of  the  lands  occupied  by  such  person,  association,  or  corporation,  and  the  cost  of  the 
clerical  work  necessary  to  be  done  in  the  office  of  the  said  United  States  marshal,  ex 
officio  surveyor-general ;  and  on  tho  receipt  of  such  estimate  from  the  United  St-ates 
marshal,  ex  officio  surveyor-general,  the  said  person,  association,  or  corporation  shall 
deposit  the  amount  in  the  United  States  depository,  as  is  required  by  section  num- 
bered twenty-four  hnndre<l  and  one,  Revised  Statutes,  relating  to  deposits  for  sur- 
veys. 

That  on  the  receipt  by  the  United  States  marshal,  ex  officio  surveyor -general,  of  the 
said  certificates  of  deposit,  he  shall  employ  a  competent  person  to  make  such  survey, 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
who  shall  make  his  return  of  his  field  notes  and  maps  to  the  office  of  the  said  United 
States  marshal,  ex  officio  surveyor-general ;  and  the  said  United  States  marshal,  ex 
officio  surveyor-general,  shall  cause  the  said  field  notes  and  plats  of  snch  survey  to 
be  examined,  and,  if  correct,  approve  the  same,  and  shall  transmit  certifietl  copies  of 
such  maps  and  plats  to  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

That  when  the  said  field  notes  and  plat«  of  said  survey  shall  have  been  approved 
by  the  said  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  he  shall  notify  snch  person,  as- 
sociation, or  corporation,  who  shall  then,  within  six  months  after  such  notice,  pay  to 
the  said  United  States  marshal,. ex  officio  surveyor-general,  for  such  land,  and  patent 
shall  issue  for  the  same. 

Sec.  14.  That  cone  of  the  provisions  of  the  last  two  preceding  sections  of  this  act 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  warrant  the  sale  of  any  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States  which  shall  contain  coal  or  the  precious  metals,  or  any  town  site,  or  which 
shall  be  occupied  by  the  United  States  for  public  purposes,  or  which  shall  be  reserved 
for  snch  purposes,  or  t«»  which  the  natives  of  Alaska  have  prior  rights  by  virtue  of 
actual  occupation,  or  which  shall  be  selected  by  the  United  States  Commissioner  of 
Fish  and  Fisheries  on  the  island  of  Kadiak  and  Afognak  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing fish-culture  stations.  And  all  tracts  of  land  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  in  any  one  tract  now  occupied  as  missionary  stations  in  said  district  of  Alaska 
are  hereby  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  last  three  preceding  sections  of  this 
act.  No  portion  of  the  islands  of  the  Pribylov  Group  or  the  Seal  Islands  of  Alaska 
shall  be  subject  to  sale  under  this  act ;  and  the  United  States  reserves,  and  there 
shall  be  reserved  in  all  patents  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  last  two  preceding 
sections  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  regulate  the  taking  of  salmon  and  to  do  all 
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things  neceiwary  to  protect  and  prevent  the  destruction  of  salmon  in  all  the  waters 
of  the  lands  granted  frequented  hy  salmon. 

Sec.  15.  That  until  otherwise  provided  hy  law  the  hody  of  lands  known  as  Annette 
Islands,  situated  in  Alexander  Archipelago  in  Southeastern  Alaska,  on  the  north  side 
of  Dixon's  entrance,  he,  and  the  same  is  herehy,  set  apart  as  a  reservation  for  the 
nse  of  the  Metlakahtla  Indians,  and  those  people  known  as  Metlakahtlaus  who  have 
recently  emigrated  from  British  Columbia  to  Alaska,  and  such  other  Alaskan  natives 
as  may  join  them,  to  be  held  and  used  by  them  in  common,  under  such  rules  and  reg- 
ulations, and  subject  to  such  restrictions,  as  may  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Pornaant  to  these  provisions,  I  have  prepared  the  following  rales 
and  regulations  for  the  observance  and  direction  of  the  ex  officio  sur- 
veyor-general of  said  Territory,  the  ex-officio  register  and  receiver  of 
the  Sitka  land  office,  the  trustees  appointed  under  said  provisions,  and 
all  other  officials  mentioned  or  referred  to  herein  and  such  persons, 
associations,  and  corporations  as  desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  rights 
guaranteed  to  them  under  the  provision  of  said  act,  and  for  conven- 
ience I  shall  first  develop  the  mode  of  procedure  and  requirements  in 
connection  with  entries  made  fot*  purposes  of  trade  and  manufactures, 
to  wit: 

1.  Applications  for  surveys  must  be  made  in  writing,  by  the  person 
entitled  to  purchase  land  under  said  act,  or  by  the  authorized  agent  of 
the  association  or  corporation  so  entitled.  The  application  must  par- 
ticularly describe  the  character  of  the  land  sought  to  be  surveyed,  and 
as  accurately  as  possible,  its  geographical  position,  with  the  character, 
extent,  and  approximate  value  of  the  improvements.  If  a  private  sur- 
vey had  previously  been  made  of  the  land  occupied  by  the  applicant,  a 
copy  of  the  plat  and  field-notes  of  such  survey  should  accompany  the 
application  which  must  also  state  that  the  land  contains  neither  coal, 
nor  the  precious  metals,  with  reasons  for  such  statement;  that  no  part 
of  the  land  described  in  the  application  includes  improvements  made 
by  or  in  possession  of  another,  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act;  that  it 
does  not  include  any  land  to  which  natives  of  Alaska  have  prior  rights, 
by  virtue  of  actual  occupation ;  that  it  does  not  include  a  portion  of 
any  town  site,  or  lauds  occupied  by  missionary  stations,  or  any  lands 
occupied  or  reserved  by  the  United  States  for  public  purposes  or  se- 
lected by  the  United  States  Commissioner  for  Fish  and  Fisheries,  or 
any  lands  reserved  from  sale  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  These 
statements  must  be  verified  by  affidavit. 

2.  If,  upon  examination,  the  application  shall  be  approved  by  the  ex 
officio  surveyor-general,  he  will  furnish  the  applicants  with  two  sep- 
arate estimates,  one  for  the  field  work,  and  one  for  office  work,  the  lat- 
ter to  include  clerk  hire,  and  the  necessary  stationery.  The  ox  officio 
surveyor-general  will  be  careful  to  estimate  adequate  sums  in  order  to 
avoid  the  necessily  for  additional  deposits. 

3.  Upon  receiving  such  estimates,  applicants  may  deposit  in  a  proper 
United  States  depository,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
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States,  on  account  of  surveying^  the  public  lands  in  Alaska,  and  ex- 
penses incident  thereto,  the  sums  so  estimated  as  the  total  cost  of  the 
survey,  including  field  and  ofiBce  work. 

4.  The  original  certificate  must  in  every  case  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tresisury,  the  duplicate  to  the  ex.  officio  surveyor-gen- 
eral, the  triplicate  to  be  retained  by  the  applicant  as  his  receipt. 

5.  The  triplicate  certificate  of  deposit  will  be  receivable  in  payment 
to  the  extent  of  the  amount  of  such  certificate,  for  the  land  purchased, 
the  surveying  of  which  is  paid  for  out  of  such  deposit,  as  provided  in 
section  2403  of  the  Revised  Statutes.    (See  Par.  9,  post.) 

6.  Where  the  amount  of  the  certificate  or  certificates  is  less  than  the 
value  of  the  lands  taken,  the  balance  must  be  paid  in  cash.  But^  where 
the  certificate  is  for  an  amount  greater  than  the  cost  of  the  land,  and  is 
surrendered  in  full  payment  for  such  land,  the  United  States  marshal, 
ex  officio  surveyor-general,  will  indorse  on  the  triplicate  certificate  the 
amount  for  which  it  is  received  and  will  charge  the  United  States  with 
that  amount  only.  There  is  no  provision  of  law  authorizing  the  issue 
of  duplicate  certificates  for  certificates  lost  or  destroyed. 

7.  Where  the  amount  of  the  deposit  is  greater  than  the  cost  of  sur- 
vey, including  field  and  office  work,  the  excess  is  repayable  as  under 
the  provisions  of  section  2402  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  upon  an  account 
to  be  stated  by  the  ex  officio  surveyor-general  who  will  in  all  cases  be 
careful  to  express  upon  the  plats  of  each  survey  the  amount  deposited 
as  the  cost  of  survey  in  the  field  and  office  work,  and  the  amount  to  be 
refunded  in  each  case.  No  provision  of  law  exists,  however,  for  refund- 
ing to  other  than  the  depositor. 

8.  Before  transmitting  accounts  for  refunding  excesses,  the  ex  officio 
surveyor-general  will  indorse  on  the  back  of  the  triplicate  certificate  the 

ibllowing,  "  $ refunded  to ,  by  account  transmitted 

to  the  General  Land  Office  with  letter  dated ,"  and  will  state  in 

the  account  that  he  has  made  such  indorsement.  Where  the  whole 
amount  deposited  is  to  be  refunded,  the  ex  officio  surveyor-general  will 
require  the  depositor  to  surrender  the  triplicate  certificate,  and  will 
transmit  it  to  this  office  with  the  account. 

9.  The  provisions  of  section  2403  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  as  amended 
by  the  act  of  March  3, 1879  (20  Stat,  at  Large,  p.  352),  relating  to 
the  assignment  of  certificates  by  indorsement,  are  not  applicable  to 
certificates  of  deposits  for  surveys  in  Alaska  under  said  act  of  March 
3, 1891,  for  the  reason  that  the  former  statute  contemplates  the  use  of 
the  certificates,  after  assignment,  by  settlers  under  the  pre-emption 
and  homestead  laws  of  the  United  States  and  not  otherwise.  Therefore, 
these  triplicate  certificates  can  only  be  used  by  the  respective  deposi- 
tors in  payment  for  lands  in  Alaska. 

10.  The  amount  shown  on  the  face  of  the  certificate  to  have  been  de- 
posited for  '<  office  work,"  will  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  ex  officio 
surveyor-general,  and  upon  his  requisition,  an  advance  will  be  made  to 
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him  from  the  Treasury  Department  to  pay  the  expenses  of  said  '^  ofiBce 
work."  He  will  render  quarterly  accoants  of  such  funds  to  the  General 
Land  Office,  upon  blanks  furnished  him  for  that  purpose. 

11.  The  amount  deposited  for  '<  field  work,"  will  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  said  work,  and  will  be  expended  in  the  paying  of  the  survey- 
ing accounts  of  the  deputy  surveyors,  when  the  surveys  are  accepted 
and  the  accounts  adjusted  in  this  office,  and  transmitted  to  the  First 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  for  payment,  from  said  deposits. 

12.  The  contract  system  is  not  deemed  applicable  to  the  class  of  sur- 
veys Contemplated  by  said  act  of  Miirch  3, 1891,  owing  to  the  small 
amounts  which  will  doubtless  be  involved  in  many  of  the  surveys,  and 
particularly  in  view  of  the  great  distance  between  this  office,  and  that 
of  the  ex  officio  surveyor-general,  and  the  consequent  inconvenient  de- 
lays in  correspondence.  The  ex  officio  surveyor-general  will  therefore 
appoint  as  many  competent  deputy  surveyors  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  prompt  execution  of  the  surveys,  who  will  each  be  required  to  enter 
into  a  bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000),  for  the 
faithful  execution,  according  to  law  and  the  instructions  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  and  the  United  States  marshal, 
ex  officio  surveyor-general  of  Alaska,  of  all  surveys  which  are  required 
of  him  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  his  appointment  as  United  States 
deputy  surveyor,  and  for  the  return  of  said  surveys  to  the  United  States 
marshal,  ex  officio  surveyor-general,  as  required  by  law  and  instruc- 
tions. The  bonds,  in  duplicate,  will  be  forwarded  for  acceptance  by 
this  office.  Upon  appointment,  the  deputy  must  take  the  oath  of  office 
required  by  section  2223  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

13.  When  the  duplicate  certificates  of  deposit  of  the  amounts  esti- 
mated for  field  and  office  work,  shall  have  been  received  by  the  ex 
officio  surveyor-general,  the  requisite  instructions  for  the  surveys  and 
leaking  returns  thereof,  will  be  issued  to  the  deputy  surveyor  who  may 
be  designated  to  do  the  work.  The  amount  of  compensation  to  the 
deputy  surveyor  must  be  stated  in  the  instructions  and  the  same  must 
not  exceed  the  amount  deposited  for  the  field  work.  The  land  to  be 
surveyed  under  any  one  application,  can  not  exceed  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  and  it  must  be  in  one  compact  body,  and  as  nearly  in  square 
form  as  the  circumstances  and  the  configuration  of  the  land  will  admit. 

14.  The  instruments  used  in  the  execution  of  these  surveys,  should 
be  the  same  as  those  required  for  subdivisional  surveys  of  public  lands 
(see  paragraph  6,  page  18  of  Manual),  or  an  engineer's  transit  of  ap- 
proved make,  and  must  be  registered  and  tested  at  the  ex  officio  sur- 
veyor-general's office,  previous  to  the  deputy  commencing  work,  as 
directed  in  paragraph  7,  page  19  of  Manual. 

15.  The  surveys  will  be  numbered  consecutively,  beginning  with 
number  one.  The  true  magnetic  variation  must  be  noted  at  the  be- 
ginning point  of  each  survey,  as  well  as  any  marked  changes  during 
the  progress  of  the  work,  and  at  the  end  of  each  line  of  the  survey  the 
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oharacter  of  the  soil,  and  the  amount  of  timber,  etc.,  mast  be  noted  at 
the  end  of  the  record  thereof.  The  requirements  in  the  '^  Sununary  of 
objects  and  data  required  to  be  noted,"  as  set  forth  in  the  instructions 
for  the  survey  of  public  lands  (Revised  Manual  of  Surveying^  Instrac- 
tions, dated  December  2, 1889,  pages  44 and  45),  must  be  observed  by  the 
deputy  io  these  surveys.  All  corners  must  be  marked  by  ettone  monn- 
ments,  containing  not  less  than  1,728  cubic  inches.  At  the  beginning 
poiut  upon  the  outbonndaries  of  each  tract  surveyed,  a  corner  must  be 
established  with  two  pits  (when  practicable),  of  the  size  required  for 
standard  township  corner.^,  one  upon  each  side  of  the  corner  on  the 
line,  and  six  feet  distant.     Upon  the  side  of  such  comer  flEtcing  the 

claim,  the  stone  will  be  marked  ^^  S.  No. ^  (for  survey  No. )  and 

immediately  under  the  same,  the  letters  '^  Beg.  Gor.l"  (for  beginning 
corner  one).  These  marks  must  be  neatly  and  deeply  cut,  for  the  sake 
of  legibility  and  permanence.  From  the  beginning  comer  the  deputy 
will  proceed  to  survey  the  several  lines  of  the  tract,  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  ex  officio  surveyor-general,  marking  each  corner 
on  the  side  facing  the  claim  with  number  of  the  survey,  and  ^<  Oor.  No. 
11,"  '*  Cor.  No.  Ill,''  etc.,  with  pits  of  the  size  hereinbefore  prescribed, 
upon  the  lines  closing  upon  and  starting  from  each  corner  and  six  feet 
distant.  Such  other  marks,  in  addition  to  those  above  described,  will 
be  placed  upon  the  corners,  as  may  be  required  by  the  ex  officio  sur- 
veyor-general in  his  special  written  instructions.  As  far  as  practicable, 
bearings  and  distances  must  be  taken  from  each  of  the  corners  to  two 
or  more  trees,  or  prominent  natural  objects,  if  any,  within  a  convenient 
distance,  in  the  same  manner  as  required  in  the  instructions  for  the  sur- 
vey of  public  lands,  and  such  trees  or  objects  must  be  marked  with  the 
nuDiber  of  the  survey  and  underneath  the  same  the  letters  ^^  B.  T."  or 
"  B.  O.,"  as  the  case  may  be. 

16.  Where  a  tract  to  be  surveyed  fronts  upon  tide- water,  the  front  of 
meander  line  of  the  tract  will  be  run  at  ordinary  high- water  mark,  and 
the  side  lines  of  the  tract  will  terminate  at  such  high  watermark,  thus 
excluding  from  survey  and  disposal  all  lands  situated  between  high  and 
low- water  marks.  At  the  corners  markiug  the  termini  of  lines  at  high- 
water  mark,  one  pit  only  will  be  dug,  of  the  size  prescribed  in  the  man- 
ual for  meander  corners,  on  the  side  toward  the  land  and  six  feet  dis- 
tant At  all  corners  where  pits  are  impracticable,  a  mound  of  stone 
(consisting  of  not  less  than  four  stones,  the  mound  to  be  at  least  one 
and  a  half  feet  high  with  two  feet  base),  must  be  constructed  and  in 
cases  where  pits  are  practicable,  if  the  deputy  prefers  raising  a  mound 
of  stone,  or  stone  covered  with  earth,  as  more  likely  to  perpetuate  the 
corner,  he  will  be  permitted  to  do  so.  For  a  mound  of  stone  ^^  covered 
with  earth,"  the  heighth  and  base  will  be  the  same  as  required  by  the 
manual  for  a  mound  of  earth  for  township  comers.  Boundaries  or  por- 
tions of  boundaries  of  previously  established  surveys,  which  also  form 
a  portion  of  the  boundaries  of  the  claim  to  be  survey  ed^  will  be  adopted 
so  far  as  common  to  both  surveys. 
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17.  The  proper  blank  books  for  field-QOtes  will  be  furnished  by  the 
ex  officio  surveyor-general,  and  in  such  books  the  deputy  surveyor  must 
make  a  faithful,  distinct,  and  minute  record  of  everything  officially  done 
and  observed  by  himself  and  his  assistants  pursuant  to  instructions  in 
relation  to  running,  measuring,  and  marking  lines,  and  establishing 
comers^  and  present  as  far  as  possible,  a  full  and  complete  topograph- 
ical description  of  the  tract  surveyed.  From  the  data  thus  recorded  at 
the  time  when  the  work  is  done  on  the  ground,  the  deputy  must  pre- 
pare the  true  field-notes  of  the  surveys  executed  by  him,  and  return 
the  same  to  the  ex  officio  surveyor- general  at  the  earliest  practicable 
date,  after  the  completion  of  his  work  in  the  field.  The  true  field-notes 
are  in  no  case  to  be  made  out  in  the  office  of  the  ex  officio  surveyor- 
general.  The  true  field-notes  and  the  transcript  field-notes  for  this 
office,  must  be  written  in  a  bold  legible  hand,  in  durable  black  ink,  upon 
paper  of  foolscap  size.  Each  survey  will  be  complete  in  itself.  The 
first  or  title  page  of  each  set  of  field  notes  is  to  describe  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  same,  the  locus  of  the  survey,  by  whom  surveyed,  the 
date  of  the  instructions,  and  the  dates  of  the  commencement  and  com- 
pletion of  the  work.  A  general  description  of  each  tract  must  be  given 
at  the  end  of  the  field-notes  of  the  survey  of  the  same,  which  descrip- 
tion must  embrace  a  brief  statement  of  the  main  feature  of  the  tract 
surveyed,  character  of  the  land,  timber,  and  other  natural  growth, 
whether  there  are  any  indicatioua  of  mineral,  characteristics  of  moun- 
tains, streams,  etc.,  and  the  character  of  the  improvements.  All  facts 
relative  to  the  present  occupancy  of  the  land  must  be  particularly 
noted.  In  preparing  the  true  field  notes  of  the  survey,  the  form  pre- 
scribed in  the  manual  will  be  followed  as  nearly  as  practicable.  The 
names  of  assistants,  with  duties  assigned  to  each,  and  the  preliminary 
and  final  oaths  of  assistants,  and  final  oath  of  the  deputy,  must  be  at- 
tached to  the  field-notes  of  each  survey.  The  deputy  surveyor  must 
return  with  the  field-notes  a  topographical  map  or  plat  of  the  survey. 
As  far  as-practicable,  all  objects  described  in  the  field-notes,  and  the 
main  features  of  the  tnict  surveyed,  including  location  of  buildings, 
streams,  mountains,  etc.,  must  be  protracted  upon  such  plat  as  accu- 
rately as  possible.  The  course  and  length  of  each  line  will  be  ex- 
pressed upon  the  plat.  The  deputy  will  note  all  objections  to  his  sur- 
vey that  may  be  brought  to  his  knowledge,  and  the  ex  officio  surveyor- 
general  will  promptly  report  to  this  office  all  complaints  made  to  him, 
and  send  up  all  protests  filed  in  his  office,  together  with  a  full  report 
thereon. 

18.  From  the  plat  and  field-notes  submitted  by  the  deputy  surveyor, 
the  official  plat  will  be  prepared  in  triplicate,  the  original  to  be  retained 
in  the  office  of  the  ex  officio  surveyor-general,  the  duplicate  to  be  for- 
warded to  this  office,  and  the  triplicate,  after  notice  of  approval  by  the 
Oommis^^ioner,  to  be  filed  in  United  States  district  land  office.  All 
plats  of  these  surveys  must  be  made  upon  drawing  paper  of  the  best 
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quality,  and  of  uniform  size,  nineteen  by  twenty-four  inches  (the  size 
used  for  township  plats  of  public  laud  surveys).  Upon  each  plat  will 
be  placed  an  appropriate  title,  and  the  certificate  of  approval  by  ex- 
officio  surveyor-general.  The  title  will  be  placed  upon  the  upper  right 
hand  comer  of  the  plat ;  immediately  below  will  be  placed  the  ex  officio 
surveyor-general's  apptoval,  with  sufficient  space  on  the  lower  right 
hand  corner  for  the  Oommissioner's  approval.  In  all  cases  where  the 
tracts  are  bounded  in  part  by  meanders,  a  table  of  the  courses  and  dis- 
tances of  such  meanders  will  be  placed  upon  the  plat.  When  the  claim 
approaches  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  extent,  the  plat  may  be  pro- 
tracted upon  a  scale  of  five  chains  to  one  inch.  For  surveys  of  smaller 
extent  the  scale  may  be  suitably  increased.  A  clear  margin  two  inches 
in  width  should  be  left  upon  all  sides  of  each  plat.  The  magnetic 
declination  must  be  indicated  upon  the  plats;  also  the  scale  of  pro- 
traction. The  use  of  all  fluids,  except  a  preparation  of  India  ink  of  good 
quality,  must  be  avoided  by  the  draughtsman  in  the  delineation  of 
these  surveys.  All  lines,  figures,  etc.,  must  be  sharply  defined.  All 
lettering  on  the  plats  must  be  clear  and  sharp  in  outline  and  design, 
and  ornamentation  of  any  kind  is  prohibited. 

19.  One  copy  of  the  instructions  to  the  deputy  must  be  forwarded 
with  the  returns  of  the  survey,  and  one  copy  must  accompany  the  ac- 
count of  the  deputy.  The  returns  and  account  will  be  forwarded  with 
separate  letters  of  transmittal. 

20.  The  survey  having  been  approved,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
person,  association,  or  corporation,  within  six  months  after  notice 
thereof,  to  apply  in  writing  to  the  United  States  coui't  commissioner, 
ex  officio  register  of  the  Sitka  laud  office,  to  make  proof  and  entry, 
in  due  form,  reciting  the  name  of  the  party  who  will  make  the  entry, 
the  name  and  geographical  location  of  the  laud  applied  for,  the 
place  and  date  of  making  proof,  and  the  names  of  four  witnesses  by 
whom  it  is  proposed  to  establish  the  right  of  entry.  This  notice  will 
be  published  by  said  commissioner,  once  a  week  for  six  consecutive 
weeks,  at  the  applicant's  expense,  in  a  newspaper  published  nearest  to 
the  land  applied  for.  Gopies  of  said  notice  must  be  posted  in  the  office 
of  the  ex  officio  register  and  in  a  conspicuous  place  upon  the  laud  ap- 
plied for,  for  thirty  days  next  preceding  the  date  of  making  proof.  The 
required  proof  shall  consist  of  the  affidavits  of  the  applicant  and  two  of 
published  witnesses,  and  shall  show : 

First.  The  actual  use  and  occupancy  of  the  land  as  a  trading  post  or 
for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Second.  The  date  when  the  land  was  first  so  occupied. 

Third.  The  number  of  inhabitants  and  character  and  value  of  im- 
provements thereon,  and  the  annual  value  of  the  trade  or  business 
conducted  upon  the  land. 

Fourth.  The  non-mineral  character  of  the  land  as  prescribed  in  said 
act. 
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Fifth.  That  do  portion  of  the  laud  applied  for  is  occupied  or  reserved, 
for  auy  purpose  by  the  United  States,  or  occupied  or  claimed  by  any 
natives  of  Alaska,  or  occupied  as  a  townsite  or  missionary  station ; 
and  that  the  tract  does  not  include  improvements  made  by  or  in  pos- 
session of  another  person,  association  or  corporation  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  said  act. 

Sixth.  If  the  entry  is  made  for  the  benefit  of  an  individual,  he  must 
likewise  prove  his  citizenship  or  file  record  evidence  of  his  declaration 
of  intention  to  become  a  citizen. 

Seventh.  If  the  entry  is  made  for  the  benefit  of  an  association,  that 
and  the  further  fact  that  over  twenty  per  cent  of  the  stock  of  the  asso- 
ciation is  not  held  by  aliens,  must  be  established  by  the  certificate  of 
the  secretary  of  the  association. 

Eighth.  If  the  entry  is  made  for  the  benefit  of  a  corporation,  that 
must  be  established  by  the  certificate  of  the  secretary  of  the  State  of 
Oregon,  or  any  other  officer  having  custody  of  the  record  of  incorpora- 
tion, and  the  further  tact  that  over  twenty  per  cent  of  the  stock  of  such 
incorporated  company  is  not  held  by  aliens,  must  be  established  by  the 
certificate  of  the  secretary  of  the  company. 

Ninth.  Proofof  publication  of  notice  for  the  required  time,  consisting 
of  the  affidavit  of  the  publisher  to  that  effect  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  the  published  notice,  together  with  the  certificate  of  the  ex  officio 
register  as  to  the  posting  of  notice  in  his  office  and  the  affidavit  of  the 
party  who  posted  the  notice  upon  the  land  applied  fot^  reciting  the 
fact  and  date  of  posting  said  notice,  and  that  the  same  so  remained  for 
the  specified  time  hereinbefore  required. 

21.  When  the  proof  has  been  examined  and  found  satisfactory  to  the 
said  ex  officio  register  and  surveyor-general,  aud  the  certificate  of  {pur- 
chase and  receipt  for  the  purchase  price  respectively  issued  by  them, 
all  the  papers  will  be  forwarded  to  this  office,  aud  if  found  to  be  com- 
plete aud  the  entry  to  have  been  made  in  accordance  with  these  in- 
structions, patent  will  issue  in  the  course. 

22.  If  upon  the  day  appointed  for  making  proof  and  payment  for  any 
tract  of  land  by  a  person,  association  or  corporation,  any  other  person 
oi  the  representative  of  auy  association  or  corporation,  should  appear 
and  protest  against  the  allowance  of  the  entry,  such  protestaut  should 
be  heard  aud  x)ermitted  to  cross-examine  the  claimant  and  his  witnesses, 
and  the  complaint  and  the  facts  thus  developed  will  be  duly  considered 
by  the  ex  officio  register  and  purveyor-general  and  such  action  taken 
as  they  may  deem  proper.  Should  the  protestant  desire  to  carry  his 
action  into  a  contest  so  as  to  introduce  the  testimony  of  witnesses  either 
for  the  government  or  in  his  own  behalf,  he  should  be  required  by  said 
officers  to  file  a  sworn  and  corroborated  statement  of  his  grounds  of 
action,  and  that  the  contest  is  not  initiated  for  the  purpose  of  harrasslng 
the  claimant  and  extorting  money  from  him  under  a  compromise,  but 
in. good  faith  to  prosecute  the  same  to  a  final  determination;  and  this 
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affidavit  being  filed,  tbe  said  officers  will  immediately  proceed  to  deter- 
mine the  controversy,  fixing  a  time  and  place  for  the  hearing  of  the 
respective  claims  of  the  interested  parties,  giving  each  the  usual  notice 
thereof  and  a  fair  opportunity  to  present  their  interests,  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  law  and  equity  applicable  to  the  case,  as  prescribed 
by  the  rules  for  the  conduct  of  such  cases  before  registers  and  receivers 
of  other  local  laud  offices.  At  the  close  of  the  case,  or  as  soon  there- 
after as  their  duties  will  permit,  said  officers  will  render  their  decision 
in  writing  give  due  notice  to  all  parties  in  interest  thereof  and  at  the 
earliest  practicable  date  forward  the  papers  to  this  office  together  wit-h 
any  appeal  that  may  have  been  filed  from  their  decision.  Appeals  from 
the  action  of  this  office  will  lie  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  as  in 
other  matters  of  like  character. 

23.  All  town-site  entries  in  said  Territory  are  to  be  made  by  trustees, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  according  to  the  spirit 
and  intent  of  Sec.  2387,  U.  S.  Rev.  Stat,  which  section  provides  that 
the  entries  of  laud  for  such  purposes  are  to  be  made  in  trust  for  the 
several  use  and  benefit  of  the  occupants  thereof,  according  to  their 
respective  interests,  and  at  the  minimum  price,  which  in  these  cases 
shall  be  construed  to  mean  $1.25  per  acre.  When  the  inhabitants  of  a 
place  and  their  occupations  and  requirements  constitute  more  than  a 
mere  trading  post,  but  are  less  than  one  hundred  in  number,  the  town- 
site  entry  shall  be  restricted  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  but  where 
the  inhabitants  are  in  number  one  hundred  and  less  than  two  hundred, 
the  town-site  entry  may  embrace  any  area  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres ;  and  in  cases  where  the  inhabitants  number  more  than 
twa  hundred,  the  town-site  entry  may  embrace  any  area  not  exceeding 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  It  will  be  observed  that  no  more  than  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  shall  be  embraced  in  one  town-site  entry  in 
said  Territory. 

The  system  of  public  surveys  not  having  been  extended  over  any 
portion  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  no  provisions  being  made  in 
said  act  for  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  officially  making  a  8i>ecial  sur- 
vey of  the  exterior  lines  of  the  town  sites  to  be  entered  thereunder,  it 
becomes  necessary  for  the  occupants  of  any  town  site  in  said  territory, 
as  a  prerequisite  to  having  an  entry  made  of  the  land  claimed  by  them, 
to  proceed  in  the  same  manner  and  form  to  secure  the  special  survey  of 
the  land,  as  is  above  prescribed  for  applicants  for  lands  in  said  Territory 
for  trade  and  manufacturing  purposes.  To  that  end  the  rules  above 
set  forth  and  numbered  one  to  nineteen,  inclusive,  are  hereby  made 
applicable  in  manner,  form  and  detail,  to  such  occupants  or  their  agent 
in  applying  for  and  securing  the  execution  of  the  special  survey  of  the 
outboundaries  of  such  town  sites,  the  occupants  or  agent  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  the  money  thus  expended  as  hereinafter  provided. 

24.  The  fee-simple  title  to  certain  real  estate  in  the  towns  of  Silka 
and  Kodiak  was  conferred  under  Bussian  rule  upon  certain  individuals 
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and  the  Oreek  Oriental  Gharcb,  and  confirmed  by  the  treaty  concluded 
March  30, 1807,  between  the  United  States  aud  the  Emperor  of  Kussia 
(15  Btat.  at  Large,  589) ;  other  real  property  is  now  held  and  occnpied 
by  the  United  States  in  several  of  the  Alaska  towns  for  school  and  other 
pablic  purposes ;  while  it  is  i)erhaps  desirable  that  still  other  lots  or 
blocks  in  those  towns  that  take  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  said  act, 
should  be  reserved  to  meet  the  future  requirements  for  school  purposes, 
or  as  sites  for  government  buildings }  therefore,  the  governor,  judge  of 
the  district  court,  and  marshal  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska  are  constituted 
a  board  and  it  is  hereby  made  a  part  of  their  official  duties,  as  soon  as 
notified  by  the  United  States  marshal  that  the  duplicate  receipt  for  the 
money  deposited  to  defray  the  costs  of  a  special  survey  of  the  exterior 
lines  of  such  towu  site,  has  been  received  by  him,  to  go  upon  the  land 
applied  for  and  inquire  into  the  title  to  the  several  private  claims  held 
therein  under  Eussian  conveyances,  and  to  fix  and  determine  the  proper 
metes  and  bounds  of  the  same,  as  originally  granted  aud  claimed  4t  the 
date  of  our  acquisition  of  said  Territory.  Such  board  will  duly  notify 
the  present  owners  of  said  private  claims  both  of  their  right  to  submit 
testimony  aud  documents,  either  in  person  or  by  attorney,  in  support  of 
their  several  claims  aud  of  their  right,  within  thirty  days  from  receipt  of 
notice  of  the  conclusions  of  said  board,  to  file  an  appeal  therefrom,  with 
said  board,  for  transmission  to  this  office.  Should  any  one  of  such  parties 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  this  office  in  such  a  case,  he  may 
still  further  prosecute  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  upon 
such  terms  as  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  individual  case.  Proper  evi- 
dence of  notice  should  be  taken  by  said  board  in  all  cases,  and  a  record 
of  all  testimony  submitted  to  them  should  be  kept.  If  an  appeal  is 
taken,  the  same  together  with  the  decision  of  the  board  and  all  papers 
and  evidence  affectiug  the  claims  of  the  appellant  should  be  forwarded 
direct  to  this  office.  Should  no  appeal  be  taken,  the  report  of  the  board 
should  be  filed  with  the  United  States  marshal,  ex  officio  surveyor- 
general,  for  his  use  and  guidance,  as  hereinafter  directed. 

It  shall  also  be  the  official  duty  of  said  bo  ard  to  approximately  fix 
and  determine  the  metes  and  boundsof all  lots  and  blocks  in  any  such 
townsite  now  occupied  by  the  government  for  school  or  other  public 
pur|)oses,  aud  of  all  unclaimed  lots  or  blocks,  which,  in  their  judgment, 
should  be  reserved  ibr  school  or  any  other  purpose;  and  to  make 
report  of  such  investigations  to  the  ex  officio  surveyor-general,  foi*  his 
use  and  guidance,  as  also  hereinafter  directed,  should  no  appeal  be 
filed  therefrom. 

Should  an  appeal  from  the  action  or  decision  of  such  board  be  filed  in 
any  case,  no  further  action  will  be  taken  by  the  ex  officio  surveyor-gen- 
eral until  the  matter  has  been  finally  decided  by  this  office  or  the 
Dei>artmeut.  But,  should  no  appeal  be  filed,  the  ex  officio  surveyor- 
general  will  proceed  to  direct  the  survey  of  the  outboundaries  of  the 
townsite  to  be  iRivde,  the  same  in  all  respects  as  above  directed  in  the 
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sarvej  of  land  for  trade  and  manufacturing  purposes,  except  that  he 
will  accept  the  report  and  recommendations  made  by  said  board  and 
exclude  and  except,  by  metes  and  bounds,  from  the  land  so  surveyed  all 
the  lots  and  blocks  for  an^^  purpose  recommemled  to  be  excepted  by  said 
board.  The  execution  of  the  survey  of  the  lots  and  blocks  thus  ex- 
cepted, shall  be  made  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the  surveyor  who  is  depu- 
tized to  survey  the  exterior  lines  of  the  town  site,  the  survey  of  such 
lo's  or  blocks  shall  be  connected  by  con  rse  and  distance  with  a  comer 
of  the  town-site  survey,  and  also  fully  described  in  the  field-notes  of 
said  survey  and  protracted  upon  the  plat  of  said  townsite ;  and  the 
limits  of  such  lots  or  blocks  will  be  pe  rmanently  marked  uiK>n  the 
ground  in  such  manner  as  the  ex  officio  surveyor-general  shall  direct. 
In  forwarding  the  plat  and  field-notes  of  the  survey  of  any  town  site 
for  the  approval  of  this  office,  the  ex  officio  surveyor-general  will  also 
forward  any  report  that  said  board  may  have  filed  with  him  for  approval 
in  like  manner. 

25.  When  the  plat  and  field-notes  of  the  survey  of  the  out  boundaries 
of  any  town  site  shall  have  been  approved,  and  not  before,  by  this 
office,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  will  appoint  one  trustee  to  make 
entry  of  the  tract  so  surveyeil,  in  trust  for  the  occupants  thereof,  as 
provided  by  sai4  act.  The  trustee  having  received  his  appointment 
and  qualified  himself  for  duty  by  taking  and  subscribing  the  usual  oath  of 
office  and  executing  the  bond  hereinafter  required  willcall  upon  the  occa- 
pants  of  said  town  site  for  the  triplicate  receipt  for  the  money  deposited 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  survey  thereof  and  for  the  requisite  amount 
of  money  necessary  in  addition  to  pay  the  government  for  the  land  as 
surveyed,  and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  entry  thereof,  keeping  an 
accurate  account  thereof  and  giving  his  receipt  therefor ;  and  when 
realized  from  assessment  and  allotment,  he  will  refund  the  same,  taking 
evidence  thereof  to  be  filed  with  his  report  in -the  manner  hereinafter 
directed.  He  will  then  file  with  the  United  States  court  commissioner 
for  Sitka  who  is  ex  officio  register  of  the  Sitka  land  office,  a  written 
notice,  in  due  form,  reciting  the  name  of  the  party  who  will  make  the 
entry,  the  name  and  geographical  location  of  the  town  site,  the  place 
and  date  of  making  proof,  and  the  names  of  four  witnesses  by  whom  it 
is  proposed  to  establish  the  right  of  entry.  This  notice  will  be  pub* 
lished  by  said  commissioner,  once  a  week  for  six  consecutive  weeks,  at 
the  applicant's  exi)ense,  in  a  newspaper  published  in  the  town  for  which 
the  entry  is  to  be  made,  or  nearest  to  the  land  applied  for.  Copies  of 
said  notice  must  also  be  posted  in  the  office  of  the  ex  officio  register 
and  in  a  conspicuous  place  upon  the  land  applied  for,  for  thirty  days 
next  preceding  the  date  of  making  proof.  The  required  proof  shall 
consist  of  the  affidavits  of  the  applicant  and  two  of  the  published  wit- 
nesses, and  shall  show :  (1)  The  actual  occupancy  of  the  land  for  mu- 
nicipal purposes;  (2)  the  number  of  inhabitants;  (3)  the  character, 
extent  and  value  of  town  improvements;  (4)  the  non-mineral  charaoter 
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of  the  town  site ;  (5)  that  said  town  site  does  not  contain  any  land  occu- 
pied by  the  United  States  for  school  or  other  public  purposes,  nor  any 
laud  to  which  the  title  in  fee  was  conferred  under  Eussian  rule  and 
confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  transfer  to  the  United  States,  nor  any  land 
for  which  patents  have  been  issued  by  the  United  States ;  (6)  and  proof 
of  the  publication  and  posting  of  notices  for  the  required  time,  the  same 
in  all  respects  as  is  required  by  the  ninth  subdivision  of  paragraph 
twenty  hereof.  The  proof  being  accepted  and  the  certificate  of  entry 
issued  by  the  ex  officio  register  of  the  Sitka  land  office,  the  purchase 
price  of  the  land  should  be  paid  to  and  receipted  for  by  the  clerk  of  the 
district  court  who  is  ex  officio  receiver  of  the  Sitka  land  office,  after 
which  all  the  papers  will  be  forwarded  to  this  office  and  if  found  to  be 
complete  and  made  in  accordance  with  these  instructions,  patent  will 
issue  without  delay.  Oash  certificate  of  entry  (No.  4-182)  will  be  used 
by  the  ex  officio  register  in  allowiug  all  entries  authorized  by  the  law 
and  these  regulations,  and  said  entries  will  be  numbered  consecutively 
beginning  with  number  one.  A  protest  against  the  allowance  of  a  town- 
site  entry  will  be  heard  and  the  same  permitted  to  be  carried  into  a 
coDtest  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  conditions  as  herein- 
before provided  in  the  matter  of  applications  to  make  entries  for  the 
purposes  of  trade  and  manufactures. 

26.  It  is  also  made  my  duty  to  provide  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
survey  and  platting  of  the  town  sites  in  Alaska  into  streets,  alleys, 
blocks  and  lots,  or  for  the  approval  of  such  surveys  as  may  already 
have  been  made  by  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  lots  and  blocks  to  the  occupants  of  said  town  sites,  according  to 
tbeir  respective  interests.  To  accomplish  the  latter  provision  necessi- 
tates the  careful  consideration  of  a  somewhat  difficult  problem,  involv- 
ing the  right  of  the  natives  of  Alaska  who  constitute  the  larger  part 
of  the  population  of  alV  the  towns  in  said  Territory,  but  who  are  not 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  receive  title  from  the  government  to 
the  lots  severally  occupied  and  claimed  by  them. 

Although  the  political  status  of  these  people  remains  yet  to  bedeter- 
mined  by  legislation,  still,  the  fact  that  they  are  held  amenable  to  all 
the  laws  made  ap))licable  to  said  Territory  in  which  they  have  lived  at 
peace  with  the  white  settlers  for  ages,  that  they  far  outnumber  the 
citizen  and  foreign-born  population  of  all  those  towns  in  which  white 
men  have  settled,  and  that  many  of  them  have  invested  their  earnings 
in  property  in  those  towns  and  are  exercising  peaceable  and  undisputed 
occupancy  and  right  of  possession  over  the  same,  I  therefore  deem  it 
proper,  in  order  to  further  encourage  them  in  adopting  civilized  life  and 
accepting  and  following  the  instruction  and  example  of  the  teachers, 
missionaries  and  all  other  right-thinking  people  who  come  among  them, 
and  equitable  and  just  and  within  my  power  to  construe  the  language 
of  section  2387,  U.  S.  Bev.'Stat.,  under  which  town-site  entries  are 
made  '^  in  trust  for  the  several  use  and  benefit  of  the  occupants  thereof. 
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according  to  their  respective  interests,"  in  the  most  liberal  and  compre- 
heosive  sense  and  to  the  advantage  of  these  natives.  Therefore,  the 
trustees  of  the  several  town  sites  entered  in  said  Territory  shall  levy 
assessments  upon  the  property  either  occupied  or  possessed  by  any 
native  Alaskan  the  same  as  if  he  were  a  white  man,  and  shall  appor- 
tion and  convey  the  same  to  him  according  to  his  respective  interest, 
without  regard  to  the  question  of  citizenship.  But,  in  case  of  white 
settlers,  or  associations  or  corporations,  the  trustees  shall  require  the 
same  evidence  of  citizenship  or  the  right  to  hold  real  estate,  as  the  case 
may  be,  as  is  required  above  of  purchasers  of  land  for  purposes  of  trade 
or  manufactures. 

27.  The  entry  having  been  made  and  forwarded  to  this  office,  the 
trustee  will  cause  an  actual  survey  of  the  lots,  blocks,  streets  and  alleys 
of  the  town  site  to  be  made,  conforming  as  near  as  in  his  judgment  it 
is  deemed  advisable,  to  the  original  plan  or  survey  of  such  town,  mak- 
ing triplicate  plats  of  said  survey  and  designating  upon  each  of  said 
plats  the  lots  occupied,  together  with  the  value  of  the  same  and  the 
name  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof;  and  in  like  manner  he  will  des- 
ignate thereon  the  lots  occupied  by  any  corporation,  religious  organi- 
zation, or  private  or  sectarian  school.  When  the  plat«  are  finally 
completed,  they  will  be  certified  to  by  him  as  follows : 

I,  the  nndersi finned,  triutee  of  the  town  site  of  Alaska  Territory,  hereby  certify  that 
I  have  examined  the  survey  of  said  town  site  and  approved  the  foregoing  plat  thereof 
as  strictly  conformable  to  said  sarvey  made  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  3,  1891,  and  my  official  instructions. 

One  of  said  plats  shall  be  filed  in  the  land  office  in  the  district  where 
the  town  site  is  located,  one  in  the  office  of  the  Oommissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  one  retained  for  his  own  use.  The  designa- 
tion of  an  owner  on  such  plats  shall  be  temporary  until  final  decision 
of  re^rd  in  relation  thereto,  and  shall  in  no  case  be  taken  or  held  as  in 
any  sense  or  to  any  degree  a  conclusion  or  judgment  by  the  trustee  as 
to  the  true  ownership  in  any  contested  case  coming  before  him. 

28.  As  soon  as  said  plats  are  completed,  the  trustee  will  then  cause 
to  be  posted  in  three  conspicuous  plaices  in  the  town,  a  notice  to  the 
efl'ect  that  such  survey  and  platting  have  been  completed  and  notify- 
ing all  persons  concerned  or  interested  in  such  town  site  that  on  a  des- 
ignated day  he  will  proceed  to  set  off  to  the  persons  entitled  to  the 
same,  according  to  their  respective  interests,  the  lots,  blocks,  or  grounds 
to  which  each  occupant  thereof  shall  be  entitled  under  the  provisions 
of  said  act.  Such  notices  shall  be  posted  at  least  fifteen  days  prior  to 
the  day  set  apart  by  the  trustee  for  making  such  division  and  allot- 
ment Proof  of  such  notification  shall  be  evidenced  by  the  affidavit  of 
the  trustee,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  such  notice. 

29.  After  such  notice  shall  have  been  duly  given^  the  trustee  will 
proceed  on  the  designated  day,  except  in  contest  cases  which  shall  be 
disposed  of  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  to  set  apart  to  the  per- 
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sons  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  the  lots,  blocks  and  grounds  to  which 
sach  person,  company  or  association  of  persons  shall  be  entitled,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  interests,  incloding  in  the  portion  or  por- 
tions set  apart  to  each  person,  corporation  or  association  of  persons  the 
improvements  belonging  thereto,  and  in  so  doing  he  will  observe  and 
follow  as  strict!  y  as  the  platting  of  the  town  site  will  permit  the  rights 
of  all  parties  to  the  property  claimed  by  them  as  shown  and  defined  by 
the  records  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  conrt  of  Alaska,  who  is  ex  officio 
recorder  of  deeds  and  mortgages  and  other  contracts  relating  to  real 
estate  in  said  Territory. 

30.  After  setting  apart  snch  lots,  blocks  or  parcels,  and,  upon  a  valu- 
ation of  the  same,  as  hereinbefore  provided  for,  the  tmstee  will  i>ro- 
eeed  to  determine  and  assess  upon  such  lots  and  blocks  according  to 
their  value,  such  rate  and  sum  as  will  be  necessary  to  pay  all  expenses 
incident  to  the  town-site  entry.  In  those  cases  in  which  there  appears 
more  than  one  claimant  for  any  lot  or  block,  the  trustee  will  require 
each  claimant  to  pay  the  assessment,  and  upon  the  final  determination 
of  tlie  contest  as  hereinbefore  provided  for,  the  unsuccessful  claimant 
or  claimants  will  be  reimbursed  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  assessment  paid 
by  them,  such  reimbursements  to  be  properly  accounted  for  by  the 
trustee.  In  making  the  assessments  the  tmstee  will  take  into  con- 
sideration : 

First.  The  reimbursement  of  the  parties  who  deposited  the  money  to 
pay  the  cost  of  surveying  and  platting  the  outboundaries  of  the  town 
site,  and  who  advanced  such  money  as  was  necessary  in  addition  to 
pay  the  purchase  price  of  the  land: 

Second.  The  money  expended  in  advertising  and  making  proof  and 
entry  of  the  town  site. 

Third.  The  compensation  of  himself  as  trustee. 

Fourth.  The  expenses  incident  to  making  the  conveyances. 

Fifth.  All  necessary  traveling  expenses  and  all  other  legitimate  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  expeditious  execution  of  his  trust. 

More  than  one  assessment  may  be  made,  if  necessary  to  effect  the 
purposes  of  said  act  of  Congress  and  these  instructions.  Upon  receipt 
of  the  assessments  the  trustee  will  issue  deeds  for  the  uncontested  lots, 
blank  forms  of  conveyance  being  furnished  by  this  office  for  that  pur- 
))08e. 

31.  His  work  having  been  completed  to  this  point,  the  trustee  will 
then,  and  not  before,  in  cases  where  he  finds  two  or  more  inhabitants 
claiming  the  same  lot,  block,  or  parcel  of  land,  proceed  to  hear  and 
determine  the  controversy,  fixing  a  time  and  place  for  the  hearing  of 
the  respective  claims  of  the  interested  parties,  giving  each  ten  days' 
notice  thereof,  and  a  fair  opportunity  to  present  their  interests  in  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  of  law  and  equity  applicable  to  the  case, 
observing  as  far  as  practicable  the  rules  prescribed  for  contests  before 
registers  and  receivers  of  the  local  offices ;  he  will  administer  oaths  to 
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the  witnesses,  observe  the  rules  of  evideuce  as  near  as  may  be  in  mak- 
ing  his  Investigations,  and  at  the  close  of  the  case,  or  as  soon  thereafter 
as  his  duties  will  permit,  render  a  decision  in  writing.  If  the  notice 
herein  provided  for  can  not  be  personally  served  upon  the  party  therein 
named  within  three  days  from  its  date,  such  service  may  be  made  by  a 
printed  notice  published  for  ten  days  in  a  newspaper  in  the  town  in 
which  the  lot  to  be  affected  thereby  is  situated;  or,  if  there  is  none 
published  in  such  town,  then  said  notice  may  be  printed  in  any  news- 
paper published  in  the  Territory.  Copies  of  such  notice  should  also  be 
posted  upon  the  lot  in  controversy  and  in  at  least  three  other  conspicu- 
ous places  in  the  town  wherein  said  lot  is  situated.  The  proof  of  such 
publication  and  posting  of  notices  to  be  filed  with  the  record,  may  be 
made  as  provided  in  these  rules  and  regulations  in  other  cases.  The 
proceedings  in  these  contests  should  be  abbreviated  in  time  and  words 
or  the  work  may  not  be  completed  within  the  limits  of  any  reasonable 
period  of  time  or  expense. 

Before  proceeding  to  dispose  of  the  contested  cases,  the  trustee  will 
require  each  claimant  to  deposit  with  him  each  morning  a  sum  sufficient 
to  cover  and  pay  all  costs  and  expenses  on  such  proceedings  for  that 
day.  At  the  close  of  the  contests,  on  appeal  or  otherwise,  the  sum 
deposited  by  the  successful  party  shall  be  returned  to  him,  but  that 
deposited  by  the  losing  party  shall  be  retained  and  accounted  for  by 
said  trustee. 

32.  Any  i>erson  feeling  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  the  trustee  may, 
within  ten  days  after  notice  thereof,  appeal  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  under  the  rules  ^except  as  to  time),  as  provided  for 
appeals  from  the  opinions  of  registers  and  receivers,  and  if  either  party 
is  dissatisfied  with  the  conclusions  of  said  Commissioner  in  the  case,  he 
may  still  further  prosecute  an  appeal  within  ten  days  from  notice  thereof 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  upon  like  terms  and  conditions  and  under 
the  same  rules  that  appeals  are  now  regulated  by  and  taken  in  adver- 
sary proceedings  from  the  Commissioner  to  the  Secretary,  except  as 
modified  by  the  time  within  which  the  appeal  is  to  be  taken.  All  costs 
in  such  proceedings  will  be  governed  by  the  rules  now  applicable  to 
contests  before  the  local  land  offices. 

33.  The  trustee  shall  receive  and  pay  out  all  money  provided  for  in 
these  instructions,  subject  to  the  supervision  of  this  office,  and  he  shall 
keep  a  correct  record  of  his  proceedings  and  an  accurate  account  of  all 
money  received  and  disbursed  by  him,  taking  and  filing  proper  vouch* 
ers  therefor  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided ;  and  before  entering 
upon  duty,  he  shall,  in  addition  to  taking  the  official  oath,  also  enter 
into  a  bond  to  the  United  States  in  the  penal  sum  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars ($5,000),  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  both  as  now  pre- 
scribed and  furnished  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

34.  All  lots  remaining  unoccupied  and  unclaimed  when  the  trustee 
shall  have  made  his  allotments  and  assessments,  will  be  sold  at  pablio 
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oatcry,  for  cash,  to  the  highest  bidder;  the  proceeds  of  sach  Bales  to- 
fl^ether  with  any  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  trustee  to  the 
credit  of  the  town-site  occupants,  to  be  expended  ander  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. 

35.  All  payments  by  the  occupants  of  any  town  site  for  any  of  the 
purposes  above  named,  except  the  survey  of  the  outboundaries  of  the 
land  so  entered,  shall  be  in  cash  and  made  only  to  the  trustee  thereof, 
who  shall  make  duplicate  receipts  for  all  money  paid  him,  one  to  be 
given  the  party  making  the  payment  and  the  other  to  be  forwarded  to 
thi»  of&ce  with  the  trustee^s  papers  and  accounts.  Said  trustee  shall 
also  take  receipts  for  all  money  disbursed  by  him  and  be  held  strictly 
accountable  by  this  of&ce,  under  his  bond,  for  his  proper  handling  of 
the  trust  funds  in  his  possession. 

36.  The  trustee  of  any  town  site  in  said  Territory  will  be  allowed 
compensation  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  day  for  each  day  actually 
engaged  and  employed  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  such  trustee, 
and  his  necessary  traveling  expenses. 

37.  The  trustee's  duties  herein  prescribed  having  been  completed, 
the  account  of  all  his  exi)enses  and  expenditures,  together  with  a  record 
of  his  proceedings  and  a  list  of  the  lots  to  be  sold  at  public  sale  as  here- 
inbefore provided,  with  all  papers  in  his  possession  and  all  evidence 
of  his  official  acts,  shall  be  transmitted  to  this  office  to  become  a  part 
of  the  records  hereof,  excepting  from  such  papers,  however,  the  sub- 
divisional  plat  of  the  town  site  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  clerk  of 
the  district  court  to  be  made  of  record  and  placed  on  file  in  his  office 
as  ex  officio  recorder  of  deeds,  mortgage  and  other  contracts  relating 
to  real  estate  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska. 

It  is  believed  that  the  foregoing  regulations,  together  with  copies  of 
the  laws,  rules  and  regulations  referred  to  therein,  will  be  found  suf- 
ficient for  the  proper  determination  of  all  cases  that  may  arise,  but, 
should  unforeseen  difficulties  presant  themselves,  the  same  should  be 
submitted  to  this  office  for'special  instructions. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  Oaeteb, 

Canimissioner. 
Approved  June  3, 1891, 

Qeo.  Chandleb, 

Acting  Secretary. 
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PKE-SMPTIOK  ENTRY— ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1801— SECOND  CONTEST. 

Fuller  v.  Hill  et  al. 

A  pre-emption  entry,  against  which  there  is  no  adverse  claim  originating  prior  to  ite 
allowance,  is  confirmed  by  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891,  where,  after  final 
entry,  and  prior  to  March  1,  1888,  the  land  is  sold  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  on 
whose  part  fraud  is  not  foand. 

An  allegation  that  sach  entry  was  made  in  the  interest  of  the  transferee  will  not  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  hearing,  where  such  charge  has  been  fully  investigated 
by  the  government. 

A  pre-emption  filing  and  entry,  on  land  embraced  within  the  existing  entry  of  an- 
other, confer  no  rights  as  against  the  prior  entryman. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  OffioCj 

May  26,  1891. 

By  letter  of  March  18, 1891,  you  transmitted  the  papers  in  the  matter 
of  the  appeal  of  Walter  V.  Fuller  from  your  decision  of  October  17, 1890, 
holding  for  cancellation  his  pre-emption  entry  for  lots  1  and  2,  Sec.  23 
and  the  S.  i  of  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  14,  T.  59  N.,  E.  24  W.,  St.  Olond,  Minne- 
sota, land  district,  and  reinstating  the  preemption  entry  of  Jerome  M. 
Hill  for.  the  same  land. 

Proceeding  under  the  rule  adopted  April  8, 1891  (12  L.  D.,  308)  to 
facilitate  the  disposition  of  those  cases  wherein  the  entries  were  con- 
firmed by  section  7  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891  (26  Stat.,  1095),  the  at- 
torney for  Hill,  on  April  16, 1891,  filed  a  motion  asking  that  his  entry 
be  declared  confirmed  under  said  law.  Counsel  for  Fuller  filed  a  reply 
to  this  motion  on  May  13, 1891,  which,  though  not  filed  within  the  time 
fixed  by  the  rule  of  April'8, 1891, 1  have  examined  and  found  to  consist 
of  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case  and  a  formal  request  that  the 
motion  to  confirm  Hill's  entry  be  dismissed,  thus  presenting  nothing 
against  the  motion  but  what  is  presented  by  the  record  itselH 

Hill  made  his  entry  for  this  land  July  3,  1883,  and  on  January  17, 
1885,  a  hearing  was  ordered  upon  the  report  of  a  special  agent,  alleg- 
ing that  said  entry  was  fraudulent  and  made  in  the  interest  *^  of  John 
Martin  and  Company."  As  a  result  of  the  trial,  your  office,  on  May 
27, 1885,  canceled  said  entry.  Upon  appeal  by  the  John  Martin  Lum- 
ber Company  as  transferee,  this  Department,  on  May  21,1887,  remanded 
the  case  for  a  further  hearing.  After  various  continuances  and  delays, 
said  hearing  was  had,  and  as  a  result  thereof,  the  local  officers,  on  May 
15, 1890,  held  that  the  government  had  not  sustained  the  charges  made, 
and  recommended  the  dismissal  of  the  case,  and  your  office,  on  October 
17, 1890,  dismissed  the  charge  by  the  government,  and  re-instated  said 
entry. 

In  this  same  decision,  it  was  recited  that  the  local  officers  had,  on 
July  22,  1890,  allowed  Walter  Y.  Fuller  to  make  pre-emption  cash  en* 
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try  for  said  land,  aud  that  entry  was  held  for  cancellation.  From  this 
decision,  Fuller  appealed. 

Such  was  the  status  of  the  case  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  March  3, 1891,  supra^  which,  it  is  claimed,  confirmed  Hill's  entry. 

That  portion  of  section  7  of  said  act  of  March  3, 1891,  which  has  a 
bearing  upon  this  case  reads  as  follows : 

And  all  entries  made  under  tbe  pre-emption,  homestead,  or  timber-caltnie  laws,  in 
which  final  proof  aod  payment  may  have  been  made  and  certificates  issued,  and  to 
which  there  are  no  adverse  claims  originating^  prior  to  floal  eutry  and  which  have 
been  sold  or  incumbered  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty* 
eight,  and  after  final  entry,  to  bona-fide  purchasers,  or  incumbrancers,  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  shall  unless  upon  an  investigation  by  a  government  agent,  fraud  on 
the  part  of  the  purchaser  has  l>een  found,  be  confirmed  and  patented  upon  presenta- 
tion of  satisfiEMstory  proof  to  the  Land  Department  of  such  sale  or  incumbrance. 

In  Hill's  entry,  final  proof  and  payment  have  been  made  and  certifi- 
cate has  been  issued.  There  is  no  adverse  claim  originating  prior  to 
final  entry.  Fuller  filed  his  declaratory  statement  November  6,  alleg- 
ing settlement  October  10, 1889,  more  than  six  years  after  Hill's  final 
entry.  It  is  satisfactorily  shown  by  the  record  and  judgment  of  your 
office  herein  that  the  land  was  sold  prior  to  March  1, 1888,  and  after 
final  entry.  It  was  finally  determined,  after  an  investigation  extend- 
ing over  a  period  of  more  than  five  years,  that  this  sale  was  to  a  bona- 
fide  purchaser  on  whose  part  there  was  no  fraud.  Satisfactory  proof 
of  the  transfer  having  been  heretofore  submitted,  it  is  not  necessary 
that  it  should  be  again  presented. 

It  would  seem  then  that  this  entry  has  all  the  qualifications  and 
characteristics  required  to  bring  it  within  the  class  of  entries  confirmed 
by  that  portion  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  quoted  above. 

Fuller  acquired  no  right  to  this  land  by  virtue  of  his  filing  and  entry, 
both  of  which  were  made  when  the  land  was  not  subject  thereto.  The 
allegations  made  by  him,  attacking  the  good  faith  of  the  John  Martin 
Lumber  Company,  iu  the  premises,  supported  as  they  are  by  the  state- 
ments of  three  different  parties,  to  the  effect  that  they  believe  from  con- 
versation with  Hill,  that  the  entry  was  made  in  the  interest  of  said 
company,  do  not  present  sufficient  grounds  for  a  further  inquiry,  as 
this  question  was  fully  considered  in  the  investigations  heretofore  had. 

For  the  reasons  herein  set  forth,  Hill's  entry  is  held  to  be  confirmed 
by  said  act  of  March  3,  1891,  and  it  is  directed  that  said  entry  be 
passed  to  patent.  This  action  necessarily  involve  s  the  cancellation  of 
Fuller's  entry. 
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PRACTICE-  NOTICE—APPBAB  ANCB-CONTINirANCB. 

TTnderhill  'o.  Brown. 

The  defendant's  general  appearance  on  the  day  set  for  hearing,  and  stipalation  for 
continnance,  is  a  waiver  of  any  irregnlarities  in  the  seryioe  of  noUoe. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  CammisHoner  of  the  General  Land  Qffioej 

June  3^  1891. 

1  have  coDsidered  the  appeal  of  Mary  E.  Brown  from  the  decision  of 
yoar  office  of  September  23,  1889,  rejecting  her  application  for  a 
re-hearing  in  the  contest  case  bronght  by  John  A.  TTnderhill  against 
her  timber  culture  entry  for  the  SBJ  of  Sec.  3,  T.  19  S.,  E.  37  W., 
WaKeeney  land  district,  Kansas. 

The  record  shows  that  she  made  a  timber  culture  entry  for  the  tract 
in  question  on  August  12, 1885.  On  October  10,  1887,  John  A.  Under- 
hill  initiated  a  contest  against  said  entry  and  made  an  affidavit  showing 
that  he  had  made  diligent  efforts  to  ascertain  the  residence  of  claimant 
but  was  unable  to  do  so;  also  that  claimant  was  a  non-iesident  of  the 
State  of  Kansas. 

Thereupon  notice  was  given  by  publication  that  a  hearing  would  be 
had  on  said  contest  on  December  26, 1887,  before  the  local  land  office 
at  WaKeeney,  Kansas.  A  registered  letter  containing  a  copy  of  the 
notice  was  also  sent  to  claimant's  last  known  address. 

On  the  day  set  for  the  trial,  A.  H.  Blair  filed  a  paper  in  the  land  office, 
which  IS  as  follows: 

I,  MaSry  £.  Brown,  do  hereby  appoint  A  H.  Blair  my  attorney  in  above  case. 

Maky  £.  Brown,  defendant. 
P.  O.  address,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

After  presenting  the  evidence  of  his  authority  to  appear  as  attorney 
for  claimant,  the  following  stipulation  for  continuauce  was  filed : 

John  A  Undkkhill, 


Undkkhill,  ) 

V.  V  No.  9924. 

Brown.        > 


Mary  E.  Brown. 

We  the  undersigned  mutually  agree  and  stipulate  that  the  above  entitled  action  be 
continued  nntU  January  26, 18S8,  at  1  P.  M.  Defendant  hereby  waiving  any  defect 
in  service. 

&  B.  COWICK, 

Aiffy  far  PVjf. 
A.  H.  Blair, 

Atfy/or  D^U 
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Again,  on  Janaary  26, 1888,  the  day  agreed  npon  for  the  hearing  in 
the  above  stipulation,  the  following  agreement  was  filed : 

Before  the  U.  8.  Land  Office,  WaKeeuey,  Ks.  9934. 
John  A.  Underhill,  contestant, 

Mabt  £.  Brown,  contestee. 

Comes  now  the  parties  to  the  above  entitled  case  and  mutually  agree  that  the  hear- 
ing in  said  case  be  adjourned  to  (to)  the  28th  day  of  February,  1888,  at  1  P.  M.,  both 
parties  waiving  the  right  to  any  farther  adjoumment  on  account  of  absent  testimony 

from  and  after  February  28, 1S88. 

A.  H.  Blair  &,  Co., 

AtVyfor  contestee, 

S.  B.  CowiCK, 

AtVyf<>rPVff, 

On  the  day  last  agreed  npon  a  trial  was  had  at  which  contestant  ap- 
peared and  submitted  testimony,  but  the  claimant  made  default.  Oon- 
sideriug  said  evidence,  on  April  21, 1888,  the  local  land  officers  found 
in  favor  of  cont/estant  and  recommended  the  entry  for  cancellation. 

On  November  30, 1888,  claimant  applied  for  a  rehearing  of  said  case ; 
she  also,  at  the  same  time,  filed  some  affidavits  tending  to  show  that 
she  had  complied  with  the  law  up  to  the  time  the  contest  was  begun. 
The  above  application  and  accompanying  affidavits  were  not  transmit- 
ted to  your  office  until  June  11, 1889. 

Considering  the  evidence  submitted  at  the  trial  on  said  contest,  your 
office  affirmed  the  finding  of  the  local  officers,  and  canceled  claimant's 
entry.  On  September  23, 1889,  her  application  for  a  rehearing  was  con- 
sidered by  you  and  rejected.  Thereupon  she  appealed  to  this  Depart- 
ment 

It  cannot  be  seriously  contended  that  the  local  officers  did  not  have 
jurisdiction  to  hear  the  matter  of  said  contest  upon  the  day  of  the  trial, 
for  it  is  well  established  by  the  evidence  that  Blair  had  ample  authority 
to  appear  for  her  and  consent  to  continuances. 

It  is  shown  that  claimant  resides  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana;  and  that 
she  had  full  knowledge  of  the  day  first  set  for  the  hearing  is  evidenced 
by  her  appointment  of  Blair  as  her  attorney.  His  acts  in  stipulating 
for  a  continuance  of  the  trial  were,  in  contemplation  of  law,  her  acts, 
and  if  there  had  been  any  irregularity  in  the  manner  of  the  service  of 
notice  upon  her,  her  general  appe^irance  on  the  day  first  set  for  the 
trial  and  agreement  to  a  continuance  thereof,  was  a  waiver  of  any  such 
irregularity.  Hansen  v.  Ueland,  10  L.  D.,  273.  She  has  had  her  day 
in  court,  and  the  present  application  for  a  rehearing  fails  to  show  a  sat- 
isfactory excuse  for  her  failure  to  make  a  defense,  if  she  had  any,  on 
the  day  of  trial.  The  showing  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  Depart- 
ment in  re-opening  the  case. 

Your  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed* 
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MINING  CLAIM— COLORADO  SCHOOL  liANDS. 

Fleetwood  Lode. 

An  entry  canceled  on  the  erroneous  report  of  the  local  office  that  no  response  had 
been  made  to  the  previous  adverse  decision  should  be  re-instated  when  the  fsMstof 
such  error  is  made  known. 

A  mineral  applicant  for  lands  in  section  sixteen,  in  the  State  of  Colorado,  may  sub- 
mit proof,  after  due  notice  to  the  State,  that  the  land  applied  for,  was  of  known 
mineral  character  prior  to,  and  at  the  date  of  the  admission  of  the  State  to  the 
Union. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

Jitne  3, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Wallace  Ward  from  the  decision  of 
your  office  dated  February  11, 1890,  refusing  to  reinstate  mineral  entry 
No.  186,  made  October  14,  1885,  by  said  Ward  upon  the  Fleetwood  lode 
claim,  at  the  Pueblo  land  office,  in  the  State  of  Colorado. 

The  record  shows  that  the  papers  in  said  entry  were  considered  by 
your  office  on  June  4,  1887,  and  it  was  found  that  said  claim  was  sit- 
uate within  the  N  W  J  of  Sec.  16,  T.  "22  S.,  R.  72  W.,  6th  P.  M.j  that  its 
location  was  made  on  July  22,  1878,  and  the  application  for  patent  filed 
in  the  local  office  on  June  16,  1885 ;  that  the  survey  of  said  township 
was  approved  on  February  10, 1872,  and  said  section  sixteen  was  re- 
turned as  agricultural  in  character;  that  the  application  contained  no 
averment  that  said  lode  was  discovered  prior  to  the  admission  of  Colo- 
ra<lo  as  a  State,  on  August  1, 1876,  nor  that  said  NW^  was  known  to  be 
valuable  for  minerals  prior  to  said  admission;  and  therefore  said  entry 
must  be  held  for  cancellation. 

On  July  30,  1887,  said  Ward,  by  his  attorney  in  factj  filed  in  the  local 
land  office  a  petition  asking  to  be  allowed  to  amend  his  application  for 
patent  and  to  furnish  proof  that  prior  to  August  1, 1876,  the  land  em- 
braced in  said  entry  and  also  in  the  whole  NW.  i  of  said  section  was 
known  to  be  valuable  for  minerals  and  therefore  did  not  pass  to  the 
State  of  Colorado  under  its  school  grant.  The  appellant  also  asked 
that  the  order  holding  said  entry  for  cancellation  be  susjieuded  and 
that  further  time  be  granted  for  an  appeal  from  said  decision  during 
the  period  required  for  furnishing  said  proof,  and  that  he  might  be 
promptly  notified  of  the  action  of  the  Department  upon  his  petition 
^'  in  order  that  he  may  not  lose  or  prejudice  his  right  of  appeal  in  case 
the  same  be  denied.'' 

On  October  6, 1887,  your  office  acknowledged  the  receipt  from  the 
local  office  of  their  letter  dated  September  21,  1887,  with  the  proof  of 
service  of  notice  of  said  decision  of  your  office  upon  the  claimant^  and 
stating  that  more  than  sixty  days  have  since  elapsed  and  no  appeal  or 
response  had  been  received  from  the  applicant,  and  your  office  held 
that  said  entry  must,  therefore,  be  canceled. 
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On  June  21,  1889,  you  advised  the  local  officers  of  the  receipt  of  their 
letler  dated  November  5,  1887,  in  which  they  stated  that  a  mistake  was 
made  in  their  former  letter  of  September  21, 1887,  reporting  that  no 
appeal  or  response  from  the  parties  in  interest  had  been  received. 
With  said  letter  the  local  officers  transmitted  said  commanication  from 
claimant's  attorney,  filed  Jal^'  30,  1887,  asking  further  time  to  furnish 
additional  proof..  Your  office,  however,  called  the  attention  of  the 
local  officers  to  the  fact  that  the  ^'  official  records  "  did  not  show  that 
said  attorney  had  ever  been  admitted  to  practice  before  this  Depart- 
ment, and  directed  that  if  the  parties  have  filed,  or  shall  file  within 
thirty  days  from  due  notice  hereof,  any  evidence  showing  why  the  case 
should  be  re  opeued  and  the  entry  re-inst^ted,  appropriate  action  would 
be  taken  thereon. 

On  July  2,  (not  21st,  as  stated  in  your  office  letter  of  February  11, 
1890,)  the  local  office  advised  you  that  said  attorney  for  applicant  ap- 
peared  as  attorney  in  fact;  that  he  was  ^^  duly  qualified  to  practice 
before  this  (the  local)  office  as  per  the  list  now  on  file  in  your  office,'' 
and  the  local  office  also  transmitted  a  communication  in  the  natui'e  of  a 
motion  for  a  re-iostatement  of  said  entry,  which  was  duly  verified  and 
the  applicant  alleged  therein  that  to  sustain  the  cancellation  of  said 
entry  would  work  great  hardships  upon  many  innocent  persons ;  that 
long  before  the  application  for  patent  in  this  case  the  character  of  said 
section  16  had  been  determined  by  the  Department  to  be  mineral  and  that 
many  mineral  patents  had  been  issued  upon  lode  claims  in  said  section 
where  the  proofs  were  otherwise  sufficient ;  that  the  parties  relying  upon 
the  supposed  determination  of  the  mineral  character  of  said  section  have 
expended  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  development 
of  claims  adjoining  the  Fleetwood  lode  claim  ;  that  the  applicant  never 
at  any  time  received  any  notice  of  thecancellation  of  said  entry  on  October 
6, 1887,  nor  in  reply  to  his  said  communication  of  July  30, 1887,  until  July 
1, 1889,  and  he  therefore  asks  that  the  case  be  reopened,  said  entry  re- 
instated and  passed  to  patent  On  February  11, 1890,  your  office  con- 
sidered said  communication  and  refused  to  re-instate  said  entry,  and 
held  that  no  reason  appeared  from  the  record  ^'  why  the  cancellation 
heretofore  made  of  the  Fleetwood  entry  No.  186,  was  not  in  every  way 
proper  and  demanded  by  the  circumstances  shown  in  the  record." 

In  his  appeal,  the  ap]>ellant  insists  (l)that  you  overlooked  his  request 
to  be  allowed  to  furnish  proof  that  the  land  in  question  was  known  to 
be  mineral  long  prior  to  August  1, 1876 ;  (2)  that  the  construction  placed 
by  you  upon  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Townsite  of  Silver  Cliff  t7.  State 
of  Colorado  (Copp's  Min.  Laws,  2  ed.,  p.  261)  is  erroneous  because  it 
clearly  appears  by  said  decision  that  evidence  was  taken  at  the  hearing 
in  said  case  showing  the  mineral  character  of  the  whole  of  said  section 
16;  (3)  that,  there  being  no  adverse  claimant,  applicant  ought  to  be 
permitted  to  amend  his  application  and  furnish  proof  as  to  the  mineral 
character  of  said  land  upon  giving  due  notice  to  said  State, 
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It  is  qaite  evident  that  the  cancellation  of  said  entry  was  erroneonsly 
made.  True,  it  was  made  upon  the  report  of  the  local  office  that  no 
appeal  or  response  had  been  made  by  the  claimant  to  the  notice  of  the 
decision  of  yoar  office  holding  said  entry  for  cancellation.  But  this  re- 
port was  incorrect,  and,  u];)on  being  notified  by  the  local  office  of  said 
error,  yon  should  have  revoked  the  order  of  cancellation,  thereby 
placing  the  claimant  in  the  same  position  he  would  have  been  had  his 
entry  not  been  canceled  upon  the  erroneous  report  of  the  local  office. 
Moreover,  his  application  to  be  allowed  to  furnish  proof  that  the  land 
in  question  was  known  to  be  valuable  mineral  land  long  prior  to  August 
1, 1876,  should  have  been  granted  by  you. 

In  the  case  of  the  Boulder  and  BuflFalo  Mining  Company  (7  L.  D., 
54),  decided  by  the  Department  on  July  24, 1888,  the  daims  were  in  the 
"^i  of  said  section  16,  and  your  office  held  the  entries  for  caacellation 
because  the  evidence  on  file  did  not  show  that  the  land  entered  ^'  was 
known  to  be  valuable  for  mineral  prior  to  the  date  of  the  admission  of 
Colorado  as  a  State,  to  wit,  August  1, 1876."  Afterwards,  the  claimant 
made  a  motion  in  your  office  for  review  of  said  decision,  and  asked  that 
the  entries  be  passed  to  patent,  on  the  ground  that  the  evidence  in 
said  Silver  Cliff  Townsite  case  detiCrmined  the  character  of  the  land  in 
said  section  16;  that,  if  this  was  not  the  case,  then  that  he  be  allowed 
to  furnish  evidence  that  the  land  in  question  was  known  to  be  mineral 
long  prior  to  the  admission  of  said  State.  Your  office  refused  the  mo- 
tion, and  also  the  application  to  file  further  proof  as  to  the  mineral 
character  of  the  land.  But  the  Department  modified  your  judgment 
and  held  that  the  decision  in  said  Silver  Cliff  case  determined  the  char- 
acter of  only  the  S^  of  said  section,  and  the  language  in  said  case  must 
be  held  as  applicable  only  to  the  land  in  the  south  half  of  said  section 
16 ;  that  there  was  no  good  reason  for  refusing  to  allow  the  appellant 
to  make  supplemental  proof  showing  the  mineral  character  of  said  land 
on  August  1, 1876,  upon  giving  due  notice  to  the  State  of  Colorado. 
Such  action  should  be  taken  in  the  case  at  bar. 

The  order  of  your  office  dated  October  6, 1867,  cancelling  said  entry 
must  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  set  aside,  and  the  appellant  will  be  allowed, 
within  sixty  days  from  notice  hereof,  to  submit  supplemental  proof  upon 
due  notice  to  the  State  showing  the  mineral  character  of  said  land 
prior  to  and  at  the  date  of  the  iulmission  of  said  State. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  modified. 


Morton  v.  Lane. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case  above 
entitled,  January  20,  1891,  12  L.  D.  74,  denied  by  Acting  Secretary 
Chandler,  June  4, 1891. 
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BKPAYMENT— FBATTDULENT  ENTRY, 

Yale  T.  Hatch. 

Repayment  is  not  aathorized  where  an  entry,  seoUred  throngh  false  testimony,  is 
subsequently  canceled. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  June  4, 1891. 

On  April  27, 1883,  Charles  Monroe  made  pre-emption  cash  entry  No. 
2722  for  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  22,  T.  132,  E.  72  W.,  Huron,  Dakota. 

On  October  7, 1884,  hearing  was  ordered  upon  the  allegations  of  Ln- 
cinda  A.  E.  Kobinson  that  the  entry  was  made  upon  false  and  fraadu- 
lent  ^^  final  proof,^  and  that  the  entryman  had  not  complied  with  the 
law. 

Among  other  things  that  Monroe  alleged  in  his  final  proof  were: 

1.  That  he  settled  and  established  actnal  residence  on  the  land  July 
20, 1882. 

2.  That  his  first  act  of  settlement  was  to  build  a  house,  twelve  by 
sixteen  feet,  and  that  he  had  broken  eight  acres  of  land  and  planted 
some  to  corn,  and  completed  a  house  costing  $125. 

3.  That  there  were  no  improvements  on  the  land  when  he  settled. 
All  parties  were  present  at  the  hearin  g.    The  government  was  repre- 
sented by  Special  Agent  T.  M.  James. 

Claimant  executed  to  Yale  T.  Hatch  (appellant)  a  mortgage  on  the 
premises,  on  the  day  he  made  final  proof,  and  on  October  29, 1883,  he 
deeded  the  land  to  said  Hatch,  who  was  also  present  at  the  hearing. 

The  register  and  receiver  found  in  favor  of  the  entryman,  and  the 
case  Wiis  duly  appealed,  and  on  June  11, 1887,  you  reversed  that  judg- 
ment and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation,  saying : 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  testimony  in  its  entirety  establishes  the  fact  that 
Monroe's  final  proof  aforesaid  was  false  in  every  particalar,  sare  the  points  as  to 
the  qualifications  to  make  said  entry. 

Claimant  again  appealed,  and  on  February  27, 1889,  the  Department 
affirmed  the  action  of  your  office,  saying: 

The  facts  are  substantially  as  stated  in  said  decision,  to  which  reference  is  made. 

The  evidouce  taken  at  the  hearing  shows  that  it  (the  final  proof)  is  false 

in  important  particulars. 

A  further  statement  in  the  departmental  decision  is  as  follows : 

It  will  not  avail  the  transferee  in  this  case  to  say  that  he  made  inquiry  as  to  the 
validity  of  the  entry.  His  residence  withi^  a  short  distance  and  other  facts  in  the 
case  go  to  show  that  he  might  readily  have  ascertained,  if  he  did  not  already  know, 
the  real  facts  in  regard  to  the  settlement,  residence,  and  improvements  made  by  the 
entryman.  He  either  had  knowledge  of  the  facts,  or  is  chargeable  with  laches  in 
not  obtaining  that  knowledge. 
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On  Febraary  19,  1890,  the  said  Hatch  filed  in  the  local  office  his 
application  for  repayment  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  laud,  and  on 
April  3, 1890,  you  declined  to  recommend  the  repayment,  on  the  grounds 
that  <'  the  proofs  at  date  of  entry  showed  a  compliance  with  law,  bat  it 
was  afterwards  determined  that  the  proofs  were  false,"  and  this  appeal 
is  brought  to  reverse  that  judgment. 

The  final  proof,  on  which  claimant  procure<l  the  allowance  of  his  entry, 
was  fraudulent—a  fraud  in  fact,  and  in  such  case  it  can  not  be  held 
that  the  entry  was  ^^  erroneously  allowed,"  as  the  terms  are  used  in 
Sec^  2  of  the  act  of  June  16, 1880  (21  Stat,  287),  where  repayment  is 
authorized : 

If  a  tract  of  land  were  sabjeot  to  entry,  and  the  proofs  showed  a  oompliance  with 
law,  and  the  ^ntry  should  be  canceled  because  the  proofs  were  shown  to  be  false,  it 
could  not  be  held  that  the  entry  was  "  erroneously  allowed/'  and  in  such  case  repay- 
ment would  not  be  authorized.    (General  Circular,  January  1,  1889,  pp.  66-67.) 

This  is  the  precise  condition  of  Monroe's  entry,  and  therefore  his 
transferee  is  not  entitled  to  the  repayment  applied  for.  Your  said 
decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


RAIIiROAD  GRANT— MINBRAIi  I^ANDS. 

North  Star  Mining  Co.  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  E.  Co. 

''All  mineral  lands  "  are  excluded  from  the  grant  to  this  company,  and  until  patent 
issues  therefor^  the  Department  has  authority  to  determine  the  character  of  land 
claimed  under  the  grant,  and  this  is  true,  even  though  the  company  may  have 
sold  such  land. 

The  authority  of  the  Department  to  order  a  hearing  on  the  petition  of  a  mineral 
applicant  for  such  land,  is  not  abridged  by  a  prior  ex  parte  proceeding,  on  behalf 
of  said  company,  in  which  the  land  was  found  to  be  agricultural  in  character. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  OenercU  Land 

Office,  June  6, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  North  Star  Mining  Company  t.  The 
Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the 
latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  March  12,  1890,  affirming 
the  action  of  the  local  officers  at  Sacramento,  California,  recommend- 
ing the  cancellation  of  its  selection  of  lot  18,  in  Sec.  3,  T.  15  N.,  IL  8  £., 
M.  D.  M.,  approved  by  the  local  officers  on  January  7,  1885,  in  so  far 
as  it  conflicts  with  mineral  lot  No.  89,  claimed  by  said  North  Star  Min- 
ing Company. 

The  cancellation  of  said  tract  was  recommended  for  the  reason  that 
at  the  date  of  said  selection,  and  long  prior  to  the  grant  to  said  com- 
pany, by  acts  of  Congress  approved  July  1, 1862,  and  July  2, 1864  (12 
Stat,  489, 13  Stat.,  356),  from  which  were  excluded  in  express  terms 
^<  all  mineral  lands,"  the  tract  in  question  was  well  known  to  be  valua- 
ble mineral  land. 
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At  a  hearing  daly  ordered,  tbe  local  officers,  upon  tbe  evidence  sab- 
mitted,  foand  that  said  lot  18  embraced  said  mineral  lot  iNo.  89,  "which 
baa  been  known  to  possess  valuable  mineral  since  1857 ;  that  by  reason 
thereof  it  was  excepted  from  the  grant  to  said  company ;  that  the  com- 
pany's selection  of  said  lot  should  be  cancelled  to  the  extent  of  the  min- 
eral lot,  and  the  mining  company  should  be  allowed  to  make  application 
for  mineral  patent  to  said  lot  iNo.  89,  under  the  mining  laws.  On  ap- 
peal, your  office  affirmed  the  findings  of  the  local  officers. 

The  company  alleges  in  its  appeal  that  the  hearing  was  ordered  with- 
out authority  of  law  and  without  notice  to  it;  that  the  grantee  of  the 
company  was  a  necessary  party;  that  the  burden  of  proof  was  upon 
the  mining  company,  and  the  evidence  shows  ^^that  the  land  is  not 
known,  and  never  has  been  known  to  be  valuable  for  mining  purposes," 
and  that  your  office  decision  is  contrary  to  the  law  and  evidence  sub- 
mitted in  the  case. 

Neither  contention  of  the  appellant  can  be  sustained.  The  hearing 
was  duly  ordered  by  your  office  letter  of  July  3, 1889,  and  said  railroad 
company  was  represented  at  said  hearing  by  attorneys  who  appeared 
generally  and  filed  objection  to  the  jurisdiction  of  your  office  to  order 
said  hearing,  and  afterwards  cross-examined  the  witnesses. 

The  tract  in  question,  never  having  been  patented  to  the  company, 
the  Department  has  authority  at  any  time  prior  thereto  to  investigate 
the  mineral  character  of  the  land,  and  the  fact  that  the  company  sold 
said  lands,  with  others,  as  alleged,  will  not  alter  the  case.  "Sot  does 
the  fact,  as  alleged  by  the  company,  that  upon  its  application  in  an  ex 
parte  proceeding  the  land  had  been  found  to  be  agricultural  in  charac- 
ter, prevent  the  Department  from  ordering  a  hearing  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  thci  mining  company  to  determine  the  character  of  the  land  in 
question,  which  was  returned  as  mineral.  The  character  of  the  land 
has  not  passed  ^^  in  rem  judicatam,''  for  the  parties  are  different,  and 
until  patent  issues  the  Department  may  investigate  the  character  of  the 
land,  whether  claimed  under  a  railroad  grant  or  the  mining  laws. 
WhitnalltJ.  Hastings  &  Dakota  R'y  Co.,  4L.  D.,  249;  Central  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Valentine,  11  L.  D.,  238;  Searle  Placer,  id.,  441. 

The  evidence  submitted  clearly  shows  that  said  lot  89  was  known  to 
be  valuable  for  mineral  long  prior  to  the  date  of  said  grant,  and  con- 
tinued so  to  be  at  the  date  of  said  hearing. 

Tbe  decision  of  your  office  must  be  and  it  is  hereby  affirmed. 
17581— VOL  12 39 
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COMMUTED  HOMESTEAD— SECTION  7,  ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1801. 

B.  M.  Ghrisinger. 

An  entry  canceled  by  a  decision  that  became  final  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
March  3, 1891,  is  not  within  the  confirmatory  provisions  of  section  7,  of  said  act. 

Aetiftg  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner'  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

June  6j  1891. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  April  27, 1891,  transmitting  the  ap- 
plication of  John  J.  Ballery,  transferee,  for  the  reinstatement  and  con- 
firmation  under  section  seven  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  of  the  com- 
muted homestead  entry  made  by  Robert  M.  Ghrisinger  for  the  SE.  ^, 
Sec.  6,  T.  4  N.,  B.  32  E.,  La  Grande,  Oregon. 

Said  entry  was  canceled  by  the  decision  of  the  Department  of  Janu- 
ary 25, 1886  (4  L.  D.,  347).  That  action  was  final  in  the  case.  An  en- 
try canceled  by  a  decision  that  became  final  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  March  3, 1891,  is  not  within  the  confirmatory  provisions  of  sec- 
tion seven  of  said  act.  See  case  of  James  Boss  (12  L.  D.,  446).  Said 
application  is  accordingly  denied. 


PBOCEEDINGS  BY  THE   GOVERNMENT— SECTION  7,  ACT  OE  MAUCH  3, 

1881. 

United  States  v.  De  Lendbecie, 

An  adverse  deoislon  of  the  General  Land  Office,  on  proceedings  institnted  by  the 
goyemment,  will  not  defeat  the  confirmatory  efieot  of  the  proyisd  to  section  7, 
act  of  March  3,  1891,  where  said  proceedings  are  not  begnn  within  two  years  af- 
ter issuance  of  the  receiver's  final  receipt,  and  the  entry  is  otherwise  within  the 
terms  of  said  proviso. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral 

Land  Office^  June  8, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  The  United  States  t^.  Onesine  J.  De 
Lendrecie,  on  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  yoar  decision  of  January  22, 
1890,  holding  for  cancellation  his  commuted  cash  entry  for  the  NIS.  |of 
Sec.  8,  T.  132  If.,  E.  62  W.,  Fargo  land  district,  Dakota. 

Homestead  entry  was  made  for  the  land  in  question  on  the  26th  of 
February,  1883,  and  commuted  to  cash  entry  November  13,  of  the  same 
year,  upon  proof  satisfactory  to  the  register  and  receiver  that  the  entry- 
man  had  complied  with  the  law.  Upon  filing  his  proofe,  and  paying  to 
the  receiver  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  he  received  from  the  reg- 
ister on  that  date  a  certificate  entitling  him  to  a  patent  for  the  land. 

The  General  Land  Office  instructed  special  agent  W.  W.  Mcllvain  to 
make  examination  of  the  land  in  question,  and  he  examined  the  same 
on  the  17th  of  May,  1883,  and  also  in  November  of  the  same  year, 
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making  Ms  report  on  the  15th  of  December,  1884,  finding  no  evidences 
of  fraad  on  the  part  of  the  entry  man.  Special  agent  Allen  M.  Easterly 
made  examination  of  the  land  on  the  7th  and  9th  of  April,  1887,  and 
made  his  report  on  the  13th  of  May,  1887,  recommending  that  the  entry 
be  held  for  cancellation. 

By  yonr  office  letter  of  June  7, 1887,  you  instructed  the  register  and 
receiver  to  give  the  claimant  notice  of  the  nature  of  the  specialagent's 
report,  and  advise  him  of  his  right  to  apply  for  a  hearing  to  show  cause 
why  his  entry  should  be  sustained.  Application  for  hearing  was  duly 
*made,  and  directedby  your  office  letter  of  January  11, 1888.  It  took 
place  in  May  of  that  year,  and  on  the  24th  of  September  following,  the 
register  and  receiver  decided  that  the  claimant  had  shown  good  faith 
by  residence  and  improvement  on  the  land,  that  he  did  not  make  the 
entry  for  speculation,  but  made  it  in  good  faith  and  for  his  own  use  and 
benefit,  and  that  the  case  should  be  dismissed. 

When  the  matter  came  before  you  for  consideration,  and  on  January 
22, 1890,  you  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  register  and  receiver,  and 
held  the  entry  for  cancellation.  The  case  comes  to  this  Department 
upon  appeal  of  the  entryman  from  your  decision. 

Section  7  of  the  act  of  Oongress  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  timber 
culture  laws,  and  for  other  purposes,'^  approved  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat, 
1095),  has  a  proviso  which  reads  as  follows : 

Fravided,  That  after  the  lai>se  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  issaanoe  of  the 
receiyer^B  receipt  npon  the  final  entry  upon  any  tract  of  land  nnder  the  homestead, 
timber-oaltore,  desert-land,  or  pre-emption  laws,  or  under  this  act,  and  where  there 
shall  be  no  pending  contest  or  protest  against  the  validity  of  snoh  entry,  the  entry- 
man  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  conveying  the  land  by  him  entered,  and  the  same 
shall  be  issued  to  him ;  bat  this  proviso  shall  not  be  oonstrned  to  require  the  delay 
of  two  years  fh>m  the  date  of  said  entry,  before  the  issaanoe  of  a  patent  therefor. 

Ko  contest  or  adverse  proceeding  having  been  initiated  by  any  person 
to  secure  the  cancellation,  or  defeat  the  consummation  of  the  entry  in 
this  case,  and  the  proceedings  which  resulted  in  the  judgment  herein 
appealed  from  not  having  been  instituted  by  the  government  within 
two  years  after  the  issuance  of  the  receiver's  receipt  upon  final  entry, 
the  entryman  is  entitled  to  a  patent,  under  this  proviso,  and  the  in- 
structions approved  by  this  department  under  date  of  May  8, 1891,  and 
published  in  12  L.  D.,  450. 

Your  decision  holding  the  entry  for  cancellation  is  therefore  set  aside, 
and  a  patent  will  issue. 
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OKLAHOMA  TOWN-SITBS-CIRCITLAB. 

DEPABTMBNT  OF  THE  InTEBIOB, 

Washingtanj  May  Stkj  1891. 
To  the  Trustees  of  Town-sites  in  Oklahoma: 

Paragraphs  13  and  23  of  the  regulations  provided  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  for  the  guidance  of  trustees  in  the  execution  of  their 
trust  in  allotting  town-sites  in  Oklahoma,  promulgated  June  18, 1890, 
10  L.  D.,  666,  are  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

13.  Any  person  feeling  aggrieved  by  yoar  judgment  may,  within  ten  days  after 
notice  thereof,  appeal  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  under  the  rules 
(except  as  to  time)  as  provided  for  in  appeals  from  the  opinions  of  registers  and  re- 
ceiversi  and  if  either  parfcy  is  dissatisfied  with  the  conclusions  of  said  Commissioner 
in  the  case,  he  may  stiU  further  prosecute  an  appeal  within  ten  days  from  notice 
thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  upon  like  terms  and  conditions  and  under  the 
sames  rules  that  appeals  are  now  regulated  by  and  taken  in  adversary  proceedings 
from  the  Commissioner  to  the  Secretary  except  as  modified  by  the  time  within  which 
the  appeal  is  to  be  taken.  Such  cases  will  be  made  special  by  the  Commissioner  and 
the  Secretary  and  determined  as  speedily  as  the  public  business  of  the  Department 
will  permit,  but  no  contest  for  particular  lots,  blocks,  or  grounds  shall  delay  the 
attotment  of  those  not  in  controversy,  and  a  failure  to  appeal  as  herein  provided 
shaU  not  be  construed  as  a  waiver  of,  or  to  prejudice  the  rights  of  either  party,  nor 
held  to  preclude  suits  in  the  courts  in  case  the  party  entitled  to  appeal  desires  to 
proceed  in  that  manner  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  title  to  the  lot  or  lots  in  con- 
troversy. 

23.  Ton  will  be  allowed  six  dollars  per  day  for  each  day's  service  when  yon  are 
actually  engaged  and  employed  in  the  performance  of  your  duties  as  such  trustee ; 
your  necessary  traveling  expenses ;  and  three  dollars  per  day  for  your  subsistence. 
But  these  sums  may  be  reduced  in  either  board  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Literior  if  he  deems  it  for  any  cause  necessary. 

This  order  will  take  effect  from  and  after  its  date. 

Very  respectfully^ 

John  W.  Noblb, 

StcreUtrfi. 


MINERAL  LAND-COAL  BNTRY-BXTRDEN  OF  PROOF, 
SAYAaE  KT  AL.  V.  BOYNTON. 

In  an  issue  as  to  the  character  of  land  that  is  prima  facie  agricultural  the  harden  of 
proof  is  with  the  mineral  claimant. 

The  coal,  or  mineral  character  of  land  must  be  determined  by  the  actual  prodaotion 
from  mining  on  the  tract,  or  by  satisfactory  evidence  that  coal  or  mineral  exists 
on  said  land  in  sufficient  quantity  to  make  the  same  more  valuable  for  mining 
than  for  agriculture. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  June  10, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Edward  G.  Savage  and  Frank  E. 
Lyman  from  the  decision  of  yoar  office,  dated  Febrnary  17, 1890,  in 
the  case  of  Edward  G,  Savage  and  Frank  B.  Lyman  v,  Q^n^  B?  Boyu- 
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ton,  rejecting  the  application  of  said  appellants  to  enter  as  coal  lands, 
the  SW.  J  of  SE.  J,  Sec.  33,  T.  32  S.,  E.  68  W.,  and  N.  J  of  NE.  J,  Sec. 
4,  T.  33  S.,  B.  68  W.,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

It  appears  that  on  December  12, 1887,  Sarah  E.  Boynton  filed  a  pre- 
emption declaratory  statement  for  the  tracts  above  described  as  also 
the  NW.  i  of  NW.  J,  Sec.  3, T.  33  S.,  B.  68  W. ;  that  on  May  11,  1888,  five 
months  sabseqaent  thereto,  Edward  G.  Savage  filed  coal  declaratory 
statement  for  the  N.  J  of  NW,  J  and  S.  i  of  NE  J,  Sec.  4,  T,  33  S.,  B. 
68  W.,  and  that  on  June  20, 1888,  Frank  E.  Lyman  filed  coal  declaratory 
statement  for  the  S.  i  of  SE.  4,  N  W.  J  of  SE.  J,  and  SW,  J  of  NE.  J, 
Sec  33,  T.  32  S.,  B.  ^  W.,  the  coal  claim  of  Savage  being  in  conflict 
with  the  claim  of  Boynton  as  to  the  N.  i  of  NE.  ^j  Sec.  4,  and  the  claim 
of  Lyman  being  in  conflict  as  to  the  SW.  ij  of  SE.  4?  Sec.  33. 

Final  proof  was  made  by  Mrs.  Boynton  on  her  pre-emption  claim  Feb- 
ruary 28, 1889,  before  the  clerk  of  the  district  coart  at  Trinidad,  Colo- 
rado, and  on  March  22,  following,  James  E.  Hammond,  attorney  in  fact 
for  the  contestants,  protested  against  the  allowance  of  said  proof  on 
the  ground  that  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  said  pre-emption  were 
more  valuable  for  its  coal  deposits  than  for  agricultural  purposes. 

In  view  of  these  allegations,  the  local  officers  designated  May  17, 
1889,  as  a  day  of  hearing,  with  notice  to  all  parties  in  interest,  to  take 
testimony  on  the  point  at  issue. 

After  an  examination  of  the  evide  nee  submitted  the  register  decided 
that  the  alleged  coal  character  of  th  e  land  in  question  was  not  satisfac- 
torily shown  and  therefore  the  proof  of  Mrs.  Boynton  should  be  ac- 
cepted. 

The  receiver,  however,  dissented  from  the  view  taken  by  the  register 
and  submitted  an  opinion  holding  that  the  coal  character  of  the  land 
was  fully  established.  Your  office,  under  date  of  February  17, 1890,  sus- 
tained the  decision  of  the  register  awarding  the  land  to  the  defendant, 
from  which  decision  the  contestants  appeal. 

It  appears  that  the  land  embraced  by  the  claim  of  Boynton  was  sur- 
veyed sometime  in  1871  and  also  in  1875,  and  there  is  no  evidence  in 
the  field  notes  showing  that  the  land  was  returned  as  coal  land,  al- 
though in  some  of  the  subdivisions  near  this  tract  coal  has  been  found, 
and  from  a  drift  or  opening  in  one  of  them,  coal  has  been  used  to  some 
extent  by  the  settlers  in  the  neighborhood. 

It  would  seem  from  the  record  in  this  case,  that  the  tracts  in  question 
lie  in  the  margin  of  what  is  known  in  that  section  as  the  Trinidad  coal 
field  or  belt ;  that  coal  has  been  discovered  in  a  number  of  places  with- 
in a  radius  of  a  few  miles,  and  in  the  case  under  consideration  it  is 
claimed  that  part  of  the  tract  is  coal  land  of  more  value  for  mining  than 
for  agricultural  purposes. 

The  testimony  shows  that  no  coal  has  ever  been  mined  on  the  tract 
in  question,  nor  is  there  any  reliable  surface  indications  that  coal,  or 
any  other  mineral,  exists  on  this  land  in  sufficient  quantities  to  make 
the  land  more  valuable  for  mining  than  for  agricultural  purposes. 
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Only  one  witness  testifies  that  he  foand  coal  or  indications  of  coal, 
on  any  part  of  said  tract,  and  he  fails  to  show  in  his  testimony  any  real 
valae  to  the  indications  foand,  bat  simply  gives  his  opinion  that  the 
tract  is  coal  land. 

It  is  also  shown  by  the  evidence  that  the  contestants  and  their  wit- 
nesses base  all  their  opinions  and  beliei^  respecting;  the  coal  character 
of  the  land,  entirely  upon  discoveries  and  indications  of  coal  foand  on. 
other  lands  in  the  vicinity,  nowithstanding  the  fact  that  at  present 
there  are  no  mines  in  operation  for  the  parpose  of  merchandising  coal 
for  the  general  market ;  furthermore,  the  evidence  shows  that  the  de- 
fendant resides  on  her  claim ;  that  the  lands  along  the  stream  are  fer- 
tile and  saitable  for  agricaltnre,  while  a  portion  of  the  remainder  may 
be  osed  for  pasture  lands. 

The  tracts  embraced  in  Mrs.  Boynton's  claim,  not  having  been  re- 
tamed  by  the  sarveyor  general  as  mineral,  and  being  saitable  in  part 
for  farming  and  pasturage,  Sbve  prima  fa<)ie  agricultural  lands,  therefore 
the  burden  of  proof  must  rest  upon  the  contestants  to  show  the  coal 
character  of  the  same.  Hooper  v,  Ferguson  (2  L.  D.,  712),  and  Ores- 
well  Wg  Co.  V.  Johnson  (8  L.  D.,  440). 

The  questions  to  be  determined  in  this  case  are  whether  the  land 
contains  coal,  if  so  whether  the  land  is  more  valuable  for  mining  than 
for  agricultural  purposes,  or  whether  the  coal  is  of  such  a  character  as 
to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  coal  that  migh  t  be  obtained  by  the 
usual  means  and  methods,  would  make  it  more  profitable  for  mining 
than  for  agriculture. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  this  Department  that  the  proof  of  the 
mineral  character  of  land  must  be  specific  and  show  actual  production 
of  mineral  therefrom ;  that  it  is  not  enough  to  show  lands  in  the  neigh- 
borhood or  adjoining  lands  are  mineral  in  character,  or  that  the  lands 
in  question  may  hereafter  be  found  to  be  mineral.  Kings  Oounty  v» 
Alexander  et  al  (5  L.  D.,  126),  and  Dughi  v.  Barkioa  (2  L.  D.  721),  and 
the  same  is  the  case  in  relation  to  coal  lands ;  the  proof  must  show  sat- 
isfactorily the  coal  character  and  not  be  based  upon  a  theory. 

In  the  case  at  bar  coal  has  been  discovered  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land, 
and  at  one  place  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  tons  have  been  taken  out 
from  time  to  time  by  the  people  living  near  by  for  their  own  use,  but 
there  is  no  evidence  showing  that  coal  is  being  or  has  been  mined  any- 
where in  that  immediate  section  for  merchantable  purposes.  Further- 
more the  contestants  seek  to  establish  that  by  reason  of  the  coal 
measures  found  on  adjacent  tracts  and  by  the  dip  and  angle  of  inclina- 
tion of  said  measures,  that  coal  exists  on  the  land  in  question  at  the 
depth  of  from  seven  hundred  to  eight  hundred  feet,  but  I  do  not  think 
a  preponderance  of  the  testimony  sustains  this  claim. 

It  is  contended  by  counsel  for  appellants  that  the  cases  cited  by  yon, 
as  also  the  cases  cited  above,  are  not  analogous  cases  and  have  but 
little  bearing  on  the  case  at  bar }  I  will  in  this  connection  only  call 
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attention  to  the  case  of  Kings  Goauty  v.  Alexander  et  al  (5  L.  D.,  126) 
and  in  a  comparison  it  will  be  observed  that  in  both  cases,  coal  was 
actually  found  on  adjoining  tracts ;  that  in  both  cases  the  contestants 
endeavored  to  show  that  in  consequence  of  the  geological  formation, 
the  coal  measures  must  necessarily  extend  under  the  land  in  contro- 
versy; that  in  both  cases  the  land  was  prima  facie  agricultural  land 
and  that  no  coal  had  ever  been  taken  from  the  land  in  controversy  in 
either  case.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cases  on  the  principal  points 
at  issue  are  almost  identical,  and  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  the  case  at 
bar  should  follow  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  Kings  County  case. 

To  establish  the  tract  as  coal  land,  it  is  not  enough  to  produce  testi- 
mony showing  that  lands  in  the  vicinity  are  coal  bearing.  Therefore 
in  the  case  at  bar,  although  the  evidence  shows  that  coal  to  some  extent 
has  been  found  in  adjacent  lands,  that  does  not  establish  as  a  fact  that 
the  land  in  controversy  is  of  the  same  character. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  only  safe  rule  for  the  Department  to 
follow,  is  that  already  laid  down  and  adhered  to  in  many  cases,  that  the 
coal  or  mineral  character  of  the  land  must  be  determined  by  the  actual 
production  from  mining  on  the  tract  in  dispute,  or  by  satisfactory  evi" 
dence  that  coal  or  mineral  exists  on  the  land  in  question  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  make  the  same  more  valuable  for  mining  than  for  agricul- 
ture, as  no  coal  has  ever  been  mined  on  this  tract  or  any  actual  show- 
ing that  there  exists  thereon  coal  in  valuable  quantities,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  contestants  have  failed  to  establish  their  claim  that 
the  tracts  in  question  are  coal  land. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed* 


BATLROAD  GRANT-STATE  RBLIKQlTrSHlMUNT-SBTTIiEIt. 

Stbobecjc  V.  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Ry.  Co* 

The  relinqaislimeDt  of  a  tract  by  tbe  governor  of  the  StatO)  ander  the  State  act  of 
March  1, 1877,  re-invests  the  United  States  with  full  title  to  sach  land,  and  the 
validity  of  said  relinquishment  is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  the  settler,  in 
whose  favor  such  relinquishment  was  made,  did  not  attain  his  majority  until 
after  the  passage  of  said  act. 

It  is  not  within  the  province  of  the  Department  to  review  the  action  of  the  governor 
in  the  execution  of  a  relinquishment  under  said  act. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommiasioner  of  the  Oeneral  La/nd  Office^ 

June  11, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Kils  Strobeck  t.  St.  Pan],  Minneapolis 
and  Manitoba  Bailway  Company,  on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  yonr  office 
decision  of  July  23, 1887,  rejecting  its  claim  to  the  KB.  J,  Sec.  9,  T.  131 
N.,  B.  39  W.,  6th  P.  M.,  Fergus  Fails,  Minnesota. 

The  tract  is  within  the  common  indemnity  limits  of  the  grants  for  the 
Northern*  Pacific  and  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  companies, 
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the  withdrawal  for  the  former  of  which  was  ordered  ou  December  26, 
1871,  and  for  the  latter,  on  February  15, 1872.  These  are  the  only  with- 
drawals that  embraced  this  laud. 

It  appears  that  Strobeck  settled  on  the  tract  in  July,  1871,  and  has 
since  maintained  residence  there,  and  that  after  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  March  1, 1877,  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  (Spec. 
Laws,  Minnesota,  1877,  p.  2571),  the  Governor  of  the  State  executed  a 
deed  of  relinquishment  in  behalf  of  and  for  the  benefit  of  Nils  Strobeck, 
a  settler  on  the  land,  reconveying  to  the  United  States  all  right,  title, 
interest  or  claim  acquired,  or  which  might  be  acquired,  to  the  land 
described,  by  virtue  of  the  grant  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the  St. 
Paul)  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  By.  Company,  St.  Vincent  Extension, 
to  the  end  that  said  Strobeck  might  acquire  title  thereto  under  the  pub- 
^lic  land  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Strobeck  applied  to  enter  the  tract  under  the  homestead  law  on  Sep- 
tember 15, 1883.  After  a  hearing  had  upon  notice  to  said  company, 
the  local  officers,  on  February  6, 1884,  rejected  Strobeck's  application 
for  the  reason  that  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  said  act  of  1877,  he  was 
a  single  person  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  On  appeal  by  Stro- 
beck your  office  rejected  the  claim  of  the  company. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  taken  that  Strobeck  attained  his  ma- 
jority in  IS^ovember  1877,  eight  months  after  the  passage  of  said  act  by 
the  State  legislature. 

Section  10,  of  said  act,  provides : 

The  Saint  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  or  any  company  or  corporation  tak- 
ing the  benefits  of  this  act,  shall  not  in  any  manner,  directly  or  indirectly,  acquire  or 
become  seized  of  any  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  or  demand  in  or  to  any  piece  or  par- 
cel of  land  lying  and  being  within  the  granted  or  indemnity  limits  of  said  branch 
lines  of  road,  to  which  legal  and  full  title  has  not  been  perfected  in  said  Saint  Paul 
and  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  or  their  successors  or  assigns,  upon  which  any  person 
or  persons  have  in  good  faith  settled  and  made  or  acquired  valuable  improvements 
thereon,  on  or  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  upon  any  of  said  lands  upon  which 
has  been  filed  any  valid  pre-emption,  or  homestead  filing  or  entry — not  to  exceed  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  any  one  actual  settler ;  and  the  Governor  of  this  State 
shall  deed  and  relinquish  to  the  United  States  aU  pieces  or  parcels  of  said  lands  so 
settled  upon  by  any  and  all  actual  settlers  as  aforesaid,  to  the  end  that  all  such  act- 
ual settlers  may  acquire  title  to  the  land  upon  which  they  actually  reside,  from  the 
United  States,  as  homesteads  or  otherwise,  and  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act  by  said  company,  it  shall  be  deemed  by  the  Governor  of  this  State  as  a 
relinquishment  by  said  company  of  all  such  lands  so  occupied  by  such  actual  settlers ; 
and  in  deeding  to  the  United  States  such  lands,  the  Governor  shall  receive  aapnma 
facte  evidence,  of  actual  settlement  on  said  lands,  the  testimony  and  evidence  or 
copies  thereof,  heretofore  or  which  may  be  hereafter  taken  in  cases  before  the  local 
United  States  land  offices,  and  decided  in  favor  of  such  settlers. 

The  appellant  company  is  the  successor  to  said  Saint  Paul  and  Pa- 
cific company. 

In  the  case  of  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Company 
9.  Ohadwick  (6  L.  D.  128),  it  was  held  that  said  company  by  .accepting 
the  terms  of  said  act  extending  the  time  for  the  construction  of  its  road, 
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reliDqaished  its  claim  to  lands  occapied  by  actual  settlers  and  aathor- 
ized  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  reconvey  sacli  lands  to  the  United 
States. 

Inasmach  as  the  act  is  a  statute  of  the  State,  and  the  Governor  of 
the  State  is  called  upon  to  execute  it  in  this  particular,  it  must  be  ap- 
parent that  all  evidence  touching  the  right  of  a  settler  to  any  tract, 
must  be  submitted  to  him  in  the  first  instance,  and  that  he  must  de- 
termine whether  such  evidence  is  sufficient,  under  the  act.  Acting  un- 
der this  authority,  the  Governor  has  found  that  the  settler  was  of  the 
class  intended  to  be  benefited  by  the  State  legislation,  and  has  accord- 
ingly relinquished  to  the  United  States  whatever  claim  or  title  the  State 
had  in  the  premises.  Thus  the  tract  falls  again  into  the  public  domain 
for  disposition  under  the  land  laws.  This  being  so,  the  only  question 
left  for  the  Department  to  determine  relates  to  the  qualifications  of  the 
applicant  at  the  date  of  his  application. 

I  cannot  conceive  it  to  be  the  province  of  this  Department  to  enter 
into  controversy  with  the  State  of  Minnesota  as  to  the  correctness  of 
its  decisions  touching  the  qualifications  of  claimants  under  said  act. 
The  interpretation  of  the  act  lies  with  the  State,  and  no  appeal  lies  to 
this  Department  on  such  questions.  With  full  title  reinvested  in  the 
United  States  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Department  to  dispose  of  the  tract 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

I,  therefore,  conclude  that  the  fact  that  Strobeck  did  not  attain  ma- 
jority until  after  the  passage  of  said  act  of  1877,  is  not  sufficient 
ground  upon  which  to  assail  the  validity  of  the  Governor's  deed. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


SECOND  HOMESTEAD  ENTBT-OKLAHOMA  LANDS. 

James  T.  EBiasAUM. 

The  right  to  make  homestead  entry  of  lands  embraced  within  the  Seminole  par- 
chase,  accorded  by  the  act  of  March  2,  1889,  to  persons  who  have  commuted  a 
former  entry,  is  restricted  to  those  who  had  perfected  title  under  such  com- 
muted entry  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  June  11, 1891. 

The  appeal  of  James  T.  Krigbaum  from  the  decision  of  your  office, 
dated  February  14, 1890,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead  entry 
for  the  8BJ,  Sec.  34,  T.  18  N.,  R.  7  W.,  Kingfisher,  Oklahoma  Territory, 
has  been  considered. 

It  appears  in  this  case  that  on  December  16,1884,  the  appellant  made 
a  homestead  entry  for  the  SW^,  Sec.  13,  T.  23  S.,  E.  22  W.,  Larned, 
Kansas ;  that  on  February  18, 1889,  he  filed  in  the  said  land  office  at 
Lamed  his  notice  and  application  to  make  commutation  proof  on  his 
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homestead ;  tbat  on  May  11, 1889,  said  proof  was  made  and  on  May 
13,  following,  the  proof  was  filed  in  said  office,  payment  made,  and  the 
cash  certificate  issued  for  the  land  in  question. 

On  July  1, 1889,  Erigbaum  filed  in  the  local  office  at  Kingfisher,  Ok- 
lahomaTerritory,an  application  to  enter  the  tract  first  above  described, 
as  a  homestead,  under  the  act  approved  March  2, 1889,  entitled,  ^^An 
Act  making  appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  Department  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  vari- 
ous Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1890,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses'' (26  Stat.,  1004). 

The  entry  was  allowed  by  the  local  officers  and  regularly  reported  to 
your  office  with  the  current  returns  for  July,  1889,  and  when  reached 
for  examination,  the  entry  was  held  for  cancellatioui  from  which  action 
the  appeal  under  consideration  was  taken. 

The  act  of  March  2, 1889,  above  referred  to  provides : 

That  the  lands  acquired  by  conveyance  from  the  Seminole  Indians  heronnder,  ex- 
cept the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections,  shall  be  disposed  of  to  actual  settlers 
under  the  homestead  laws  only,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided  (except  that 
section  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  one  of  the  Revised  Statutes  shall  not  apply): 
And  provided  further,  That  any  person  who  having  attempted  to,  but  for  any  caase, 
failed  to  secure  a  title  in  fee  to  a  homestead  under  existing  law,  or  who  made  entry 
under  what  is  kno  wn  as  the  commuted  provision  of  the  homestead  law,  shaU  be 
qualified  to  make  a  homestead  entry  upon  said  lands. 

Under  date  of  April  1, 1889,  your  office  issued  a  circular  of  instruc- 
tions to  local  officers  under  said  act,  which  was  approved  by  this  De- 
partment calling  attention,  inter  alia^  to  the  rule  laid  down  on  page  17 
of  General  Gircular  issued  January  1, 1889,  under  the  title,  *'  Only  one 
homestead  privilege  to  the  same  person  permitted,"  and  stating  that 
said  rule  is  so  modified  by  the  above  act  as  to  admit  of  a  homestead 
entiy  being  made  by  any  one,  who  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act, 
had  made  a  homestead  entry,  but  failed,  from  any  cause,  to  secure  a 
title  in  fee  to  the  land  embraced  therein,  or  who  having  secured  such 
tiUey  did  so  by  what  is  known  as  the  commutation  of  his  homestead 
entry  (8  L.  D.,  336). 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  construction  placed  upon  the  above  act 
as  laid  down  in  the  circular  of  April  1, 1889,  requires  that  a  party  to  a 
commuted  homestead,  who  seeks  to  make  another  homestead  entry 
under  this  act,  must  have  completed  said  commutation  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889,  to  have  entitled  him  to  the  privilege 
of  making  the  second  entry;  or  in  other  words  that  the  party  had  per- 
formed, at  the  date  of  the  above  act,  all  the  requirements  of  section 
2301,  Bevised  Statutes,  necessary  to  receiving  a  patent  for  the  land 
embraced  in  his  commuted  entry,  otherwise  he  was  not  competent  to 
make  a  homestead  under  the  act  in  question. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  appellant  did  not  make  commutation  proof 
until  May  11, 1889,  two  months  and  nine  days  after  the  passage  of  the 
act,  and  therefore  he  is  clearly  outside  of  its  provisions.    It  is  claimed, 
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however,  by  the  appellant  that  he  gave  notice  and  made  application 
to  commute  his  homestead  Febraary  18, 1889,  several  days  prior  to  the 
passage  of  the  act;  that  when  he  made  application  for  the  entry  under 
consideration,  an  affidavit  as  to  the  facts  of  the  prior  commated  entry 
was  filed  with  the  case  in  accordance  with  circnlar  of  April  1,  1889, 
and  the  local  officers  with  a  fnll  understanding  of  the  matter,  accepted 
and  allowed  the  entry ;  furthermore,  counsel  for  appellant  contends 
that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  Department,  in  homestead  and  pre- 
emption cases,  to  hold  that  the 

filing  of  entryman's  notice  to  make  final  proof  at  U.  S.  Land  Office  within  the  time 
limited  to  make  final  proof  is  good  and  bufficient,  and  the  final  proof  being  taken 
and  filed  afterwards  in  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  and  a  compliance  therewith 
and  is  held  good  and  sufficient ; 

that  this  being  a  fact  the  same  rule  and  interpretation  should  apply  in 
this  case. 

Without  entering  into  a  discussion  of  this  matter  it  is  sufficient  to 
simply  state  that  the  case  at  bar  and  those  referred  to  by  counsel,  are 
not  analogous  cases;  in  the  former  the  rights  of  the  appellant  under 
the  act  of  March  2, 1889,  are  determined  by  the  date  the  party  actually 
made  commutation  proof  and  cash  entry  of  the  land  embraced  in  his 
original  homestead  or  first  entty,  while  in  the  latter  cases  no  such  con- 
ditions exist. 

There  seems  no  possibility  that  a  proper  construction  of  said  act, 
other  than  that  laid  down  in  the  circular  of  April  1, 1889,  can  be  made. 
Take  the  exact  language  of  the  statute :  ^'Or  who  made  entry  under 
what  is  known  as  the  commuted  provision  of  the  homestead  law,"  etc., 
and  it  must  be  seen  that  the  language,  ^^  Who  made  entry,"  cannot  re- 
fer to  a  case  where  simply  notice  had  been  given  that  such  entry  would 
be  made,  but  that  it  only  refers  to  commuted  entries  actually  made,  that 
is,  proof  made  and  purchase  money  paid,  thus  making,  so  far  as  the  entry- 
man  is  concerned,  a  complete  commuted  entry,  such  as  was  evidently 
contemplated  by  the  act. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  local  officers  erred  in  allowing  the  entry  under 
the  circumstances  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  had  the  circular  of 
April  1, 1889,  before  them,  it  seems  highly  probable  that  they  must  have 
misunderstood  the  facts  in  the  premises.  With  this  view  of  the  case 
the  decision  of  your  office  is  sustained. 
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PRACTICE— NOTICE  OP  CONTEST- JURISDICTION, 

Anderson  v.  Bet. 

There  is  no  authority  nnder  the  rnles  of  practice  for  the  service  of  a  notice  of  contest 

by  reji^istered  letter,  and  by  sach  service  no  jarisdiction  is  required  by  the  local 

office. 
A  defendant  may  so  far  appear  as  to  object  to  the  Jarisdiction  of  the  court,  either 

over  the  person  or  sabject  matter  of  the  suit,  and  snch  appearance  is  special; 

but  if  by  motion  or  otherwise,  he  seeks  to  call  into  action  any  power  of  the  court. 

except  such  as  pertains  to  its  jarisdiction,  it  is  an  appearance. 
In  the  absence  of  proper  service  of  notice,  objection  to  the  jarisdiction  is  not  waived 

by  proceeding  to  trial  after  a  motion  to  dismiss  is  overruled. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  June  12, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Mary  B.  Anderson  v.  Badolph  Bey,  on 
the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  yoar  office,  holding  for 
cancellation  his  homestead  entry  for  the  W.  J  of  SW.  J  and  SW,  4  of 
NW.  i  of  S.  30,  T.  26  S.,  B.  26  B.,  in  Visalia  land  district,  California. 

He  made  homestead  entry  for  the  land  in  question  March  29,  1886, 
and  on  the  19th  of  May,  1887,  the  plaintifif  Hied  an  affidavit  of  contest 
against  the  same,  alleging  abandonment  and  failure  to  cultivate  by  the 
defendant ;  and  on  that  day  the  register  issued  a  notice,  appointing 
the  18th  day  of  August  of  that  year  for  the  hearing.  A  copy  of  this 
notice  was  mailed  on  the  2d  of  June,  1887,  by  James  E.  Anderson,  in  a 
registered  letter  directed  to  the  defendant,  at  Hanford,  Oailfornia,  and 
received  by  him  on  the  7th  of  that  month. 

On  the  day  set  for  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  applied  for  a  continuance 
of  the  case,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  material  witnesses.  The 
defendant  appeared  by  counsel 

for  the  parpose  of  resisting  said  motion  for  continuance,  and  for  the  purpose  of  mov- 
ing a  dismissal  of  this  case,  and  for  tbese  purposes  only. 

Counsel  stated  the  following  as  his  reasons  for  resisting  the  motion 
for  a  continuance,  and  asking  for  a  dismissal  of  the  case: 

That  no  personal  service  has  been  had  or  made  upon  the  claimant  herein,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  said  claimant  is  a  resident  of  this  county  and  State,  and  that 
no  copy  of  any  notice  in  this  case  has  been  served  on  the  said  claimant  as  reqaired 
by  rule  9,  of  the  Rnles  of  Practice,  and  that  no  notice  of  publication  has  been  given 
the  said  claimant  or  at  all ;  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  before  this  office  to  show 
that  said  claimant  ever  received  notice  of  this  contest  at  all  in  any  way. 

Anderson  then  made  affidavit  of  mailing  a  copy  of  the  notice  to  the 
defendant  in  a  registered  letter,  as  already  stated,  and  attached  to  the 
affidavit  the  defendant's  receipt  for  the  letter.  The  register  then  over- 
ruled said  motion  to  dismiss,  and  allowed  the  plaintiff's  application  for 
a  continuance  until  January  11, 1888 ;  to  which  ruling,  the  defendant 
excepted. 
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On  the  day  last  stated,  the  parties  appeared  before  the  register  and 
receiver,  and  the  defendant  renewed  the  motion  made  by  him  on  the 
day  first  set  for  the  hearing,  which  was  overrnled,  and  the  trial  took 
place.  On  the  7th  of  February,  1888,  the  local  office  rendered  decision, 
holding  the  defendant's  entry  for  cancellation,  which  judgment  was 
affirmed  by  you  on  appeal  on  the  14th  of  October,  1889,  from  which  the 
defendant  appeals  to  this  Department,  alleging,  as  his  first  ground  of 
error,  that  you  erred  <<  in  sustaining  the  ruling  of  the  register  and 
receiver  in  refusing  to  dismiss  the  contest  on  acconnt  of  the  lack  of 
I>ersonal  service  of  the  notice  of  contest." 

The  Rules  of  Practice  prescribe  only  two  modes  for  the  service  of 
notice  of  contest — ^personal,  and  by  publication.  Rule  9  prescribes 
when  and  how  personal  service  must  be  made,  and  Rule  11,  the  cases 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  service  may  be  made  by  publication.  The 
service  in  the  case  under  consideration  was  neither  personal  nor  by  pub- 
lication. Kotice  of  certain  interlocutory  motions,  proceedings,  orders, 
and  decisions,  may  be  made  either  personally,  or  by  registered  letter 
through  the  mail;  but  the  Rules  make  no  provision  for  the  service  of  a 
notice  of  contest  by  registered  letter.  Such  a  notice  institutes  a  pro- 
ceeding which  may  deprive  a  defendant  of  a  property  right  and  it  must 
be  served  in  the  manner  prescribed,  or  the  local  officers  do  not  obtain 
jorisdiction  of  the  entryman. 

In  your  decision,  after  reciting  the  circumstances  of  the  mailing  of 
the  notice  to  the  defendant  in  a  registered  letter,  and  its  receipt  by  him, 
yon  add :  <^  Under  these  circumstances  claimant  cannot  be  heard  to  say 
that  service  was  not  properly  made."  I  cannot  concur  in  that  state- 
ment. In  the  case  of  DriscoU  v.  Johnson  (11  L.  D.,  604),  it  is  held  that 
^^  the  rules  of  Practice  do  not  authorize  the  service  of  notice  of  contest 
on  a  resident  defendant  by  registered  letter."  In  that  case,  all  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Department  bearing  upon  the  question  are  collated,  and 
the  subject  very  thoroughly  discussed. 

If  the  question  of  jurisdiction  was  to  be  determined  upon  the  mnnner 
of  the  service  of  notice  of  contest  alone,  it  is  clear  that  the  register  and 
receiver  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  case.  The  only  other  point  to  be 
considered  is  whether  the  appearance  of  the  defendant,  at  the  time  set 
for  the  trial,  authorized  the  court  to  take  jurisdiction  of  his  person,  and 
did  he  waive  his  objection  to  the  jurisdiction  by  proceeding  to  trial 
after  his  motion  to  dismiss  had  been  overruled  ?  A  defendant  may  so 
iSar  appear  as  to  object  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  either  over  the 
person  or  subject  matter  of  the  suit,  and  such  appearance  is  special ; 
bat,  if  by  motion  or  otherwise,  he  seeks  to  call  into  action  any  power  of 
the  court,  except  such  as  pertains  to  its  jurisdiction,  it  is  an  appearance. 
ITlmer  et  ah  v.  Hiatt  et  al  (4  Greene,  Iowa,  439) ;  Clark  v.  Blackwell 
(ibid.  441.) 

In  the  case  at  bar,  the  defendant  appeared  on  the  day  set  for  the  trial, 
for  the  purpose  of  objecting  to  the  gr^utin^;  of  the  plainti^'s  inotioQ 
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for  a  continuance,  on  the  groand,  in  sabstance,  that  the  court  had  no 
jurisdiction  in  the  case,  and  no  power  to  grant  such  motion;  and  he 
also  moved  for  a  dismissal  on  the  ground  that  no  notice  had  been  served 
upon  the  defendant,  and  the  court,  therefore,  had  no  jurisdiction  over 
him. 

Under  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  cases  cited,  this  was  a  special,  and  not 
a  general  appearance.  It  did  not  call  into  action  -any  power  of  the 
court,  except  such  as  pertained  to  its  jurisdiction.  This  Department 
has  repeatedly  held  that  <<  in  the  absence  of  proper  service  of  notice 
objection  to  the  jurisdiction  is  not  waived  by  proceeding  to  trial  after 
a  motion  to  dismiss  is  overruled.''  The  United  States  v,  Raymond  (4 
L.  D.,  439) ;  Miller  v.  Kuutsen  (ibid.  536} ;  Milne  v.  Dowling  (ibid., 
378) ;  William  W.  Waterhouse  (9  L.  D.,  131.) 

The  decisions  of  this  Department,  and  the  judgment  of  the  United 
States  supreme  court  are  in  harmony  on  this  question.  In  Harkness  t?. 
Hyde  (98  U.  S.,  476),  that  was  the  point  in  issue.  Legal  service  was 
not  had,  and  the  defendant  appeared  specially  by  counsel,  and  moved 
the  court  to  dismiss  the  action.  Upon  stipulation  of  the  parties,  the 
motion  was  adjourned  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory,  and  was 
there  overruled,  and  an  exception  taken.  The  case  was  then  remanded 
to  the  district  court,  the  defendant  filed  an  answer,  and  on  trial  the 
plaintiff  recovered.  Upon  motion  for  a  new  trial,  plaintiff  was  success- 
ful, and  judgment  was  entered,  and,  on  appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  Territory,  the  judgment  was  affirmed.  Then  the  defendant  took 
the  case  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  raising  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction,  and  the  court  reversed  the  decision  below  for  want 
of  jurisdiction,  and  directed  that  the  service  be  set  aside.  In  so  decid- 
ing, they  said : 

The  right  of  the  defendant  to  insist  npon  the  objection  to  the  illegality  of  the 
Bonrice  was  not  waived  by  the  special  appearance  of  counsel  for  him  to  move  the 
dismissal  of  the  action  on  that  ground,  or,  what  we  consider  as  intended,  that  the 
service  be  set  aside :  nor,  when  that  motion  was  overruled,  by  their  answering  for 
him  to  the  merits  of  the  action.  It  is  only  where  he  pleads  to  the  merits  in  the  first 
instance,  without  insisting  upon  the  iUegality,  that  the  objection  is  deemed  to  be 
waived. 

Having  already  held  that  the  service  of  the  notice  of  contest  npon 
the  defendant  gave  the  local  office  no  jurisdiction,  I  find,  further,  that 
the  defendant  did  not  waive  his  jurisdictional  objection  by  proceeding 
to  trial  after  his  motion  to  dismiss  had  been  overruled. 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  both  the  local  office  and  your  office  weie 
without  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine  this  case,  and  your  office 
decision  is  therefore  reversed,  all  proceedings  subsequent  to  the  filing 
of  notice  of  contest  set  aside,  and  the  case  will  be  returned  to  the  local 
office  for  a  new  hearing,  after  proper  service  of  notice. 
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RBPAYMENT— NEW  TINAL  PROOF- MOBT6A6EE. 
ALPHEUS  B.  BARlEtmaER. 

A  homesteader  who  submits  oommntation  proof  prematurely,  and  secures  an  entry 
thereunder,  which  is  sabseqnently  suspended  for  compliance  with  the  regula- 
tions, is  not  entitled  to  repayment  of  the  purchase  price,  and  thereafter  submit 
new  proof  under  section  2SS91,  R.  S. 

On  requirement  of  new  final  proof' a  mortgagee  may  be  permitted  to  show  due  com- 
pliance with  law  on  the  part  of  the  entrymau,  prior  to  the  submission  of  the 
original  proo^  where  suchentryman  fails  or  refuses  to  comply  with  said  require- 
ment. 

First  Assistant  Beoretary  Oha/ndler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Offi^ce^  June  12^  1891. 

I  have  considered  this  case  arising  apon  the  appeal  of  Alpheas  B. 
Barringer  from  your  decision  of  March  4, 1890,  rejecting  his  application 
for  repayment  of  the  purchase-money  paid  npon  his  commuted  home- 
stead entry  for  the  E.  J  of  the  NB.  i  of  Sec.  32,  and  the  W.  i  of  the  KW. 
i  of  Sec.  33,  T.  6  K,  K.  31  W.,  McCook  land  district,  Nebraska. 

This  Department,  on  December  19, 1888,  in  the  case  of  Hinman  v, 
Barringer,  rejected  said  Barringer's  final  proof,  because  it  had  been 
made  (on  September  13, 1887,)  while  the  question  of  the  validity  of  his 
entry  was  pending  undetermined ;  but  directed  that,  in  case  Hinman 
failed  to  renew  his  application  to  enter  within  sixty  days,  Barringer 
should  be  afforded  opportunity  to  make  new  proof. 

Hinman  not  applying  to  make  entry  of  the  tract,  your  office,  by  letter 
of  November  12, 1889,  notified  Barringer  that  opportunity  was  afforded 
him  to  make  new  proof.  He  refused  to  do  so,  his  attorney  stating 
<^  that  his  client  desires  to  avail  himself  of  the  final  homestead  laws,  in 
case  his  present  proof  can  not  be  accepted,"  and  transmitting  an  appli- 
cation of  repayment  of  the  purchase-money — which  your  office  denied. 

I  find  no  error  in  your  ruling.  It  is  in  accord  with  the  requirements 
of  the  law.  The  statute  authorizing  repayment  (Sec.  1362  B.  S.)  limits 
the  same  to  cases  where  ^'  any  tract  of  land  has  been  erroneously  sold 
by  the  United  States,  so  that  from  any  cause  the  sale  can  not  be  confirmed.^ 
This  is  not  such  a  case;  the  sale  can  be  confirmed  without  hindrance, 
if  the  entryman  will  make  proof  according  to  law  and  departmental 
regulations.  Again,  under  the  regulations  of  the  Department,  before 
repayment  can  be  made  in  any  case,  the  applicant  ^'  must  make  affidavit 
that  he  has  not  transferred  or  otherwise,  incumbered  the  title  to  the 
land,  and  that  the  same  has  not  become  a  matter  of  record"  (General 
Circular  of  January  1, 1889,  p.  67).  This  the  applicant  in  the  case  at 
bar  has  not  done;  on  the  contrary,  he  has  erased  from  the  blank  form 
of  application  the  printed  statement  to  this  effect. 

Your  action  in  rejecting  the  application  for  repayment  is  therefore 
affirmed. 
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Since  yonr  decision  in  the  case,  certain  docaments  have  been  filed 
satisfactorily  showing  that  on  July  13, 1889,  Barringer  and  his  wife  ex- 
ecuted two  mortgages  upon  the  land  in  question  totheDes  Moines  Loan 
and  Trust  Company — which  mortgages  were  afterward  assigned  to  the 
Hitchcock  County  Bank,  Nebraska.  Said  bank  now  asks  to  be  per- 
mitted to  submit  proof  of  Barringer^s  compliance  with  law.  Under  the 
circumstances  this  would  appear  to  be  a  reasonable  request  I  have 
therefore  to  direct  that  you  instruct  the  local  officers  to  notify  Barringer 
to  make  new  proof  within  sixty  days  from  receipt  of  notice ;  and  that, 
in  case  he  should  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  so,  they  notify  said  bank  that 
it  will  be  permitted,  within  a  reasonable  time,  to  file  proof  showing  that 
the  entryman  fulfilled  the  requirements  of  the  law,  prior  to  the  date  of 
his  commutation  proof  formerly  made.  (See  Addison  W.  Hastie,  8 
L.  D.y  618,  last  paragraph.) 

MINING  CLAIM- MILL  SITE— SECTION  »387  B.  S.      - 

Mint  Lode  and  Mill  Site. 

Land  not  improved  or  occupied  for  mining  or  milling  purposes  may  not  be  appropri- 
ated as  a  mill  site  for  the  purpose  of  secaring  the  ase  of  water  thereon. 

Section  2337  B.  S.,  does  not  authorize  the  entry  of  a  mill  site,  where  the  landincladed 
therein  is  intended  to  be  used  in  common  with  other  mUl  sites,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  as  many  lode  claims. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

June  12, 1891. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  the  Mint  Mining  Company  from  your  office  de- 
cision of  February  19, 1890,  holding  for  cancellation  its  mineral  entry, 
No.  3156,  made  December  30, 1886,  for  the  Mint  lode  and  mill  site,  lots 
1974  A  and  B,  Central  City,  Colorado,  to  the  extent  of  lot  1974  B,  the 
said  mill  site. 

The  mill  site  in  question  is  one  of  five,  for  which  said  company  is 
applying  for  patent  in  connection  with  as  many  different  lode  claims 
in  the  same  vicinity.  The  mill  site  claims  are  contiguous,  lying  in  a 
north  and  south  line,  and  all  are  traversed  by  Kelso  creek.  They  are 
known  respectively,  as  lots  1977  B,  1976  B,  1979  B,  1974  B,  and  1975  B. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  mill  site  here  in  question  is  ased 
and  occupied  in  connection  with  the  said  Mint  lode  for  mining  or  mill- 
ing purposes,  James  XT.  and  M.  C.  Harris,  file  an  affiadavit  in  which 
they  allege  that  the  improvements  upon  said  mill  site  claims,  consist  of 
the  following : 

On  snrvey  No.  1975  B,  Mint  extension  lode  mill  site,  a  dam  has  been  bnilt  across 
tlie  creek,  and  ditching  for  a  flume  has  been  done  on  said  mill  site,  and  also  on  sar- 
yey  No.  1974  B,  Mint  lode  mill  site,  survey  No.  1978  B,  Pocahontas  lode  miU  site,  sur- 
vey No.  1976  B,  Coach  Whip  lode  mill  site  and  survey  No.  1977  B,  Tornado  lode  mill 
site,  and  grading  for  a  pen  stock  and  water  wheel  upon  said  survey  No.  1977  B.  The 
five  mill  sites  being  used  in  commQQ  fo^  the  purpose  of  famishing  water  pow^  foe 
mining  aod  milling  purposes, 
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In  response  to  yonr  office  letter  of  Jane  1, 1889,  calling  for  farther 
evidence  as  to  the  use  and  occapation  of  said  mill  site,  James  IT.  Har- 
ris says  that  the  applicants  intend  as  soon  as  the  development  of  the 
mines  will  warrant  the  expenditnre,  to  erect  a  mill  and  power  house, 
appropriating  the  water  for  mill  power  purposes,  and  that  the  im- 
provements consist  of  the  following :  On  lot  1975  B,  a  dam  across  the 
creek,  an  ore  house  for  assorting  ore,  and  '<  ditching  for  a  water  course 
to  mill;"  on  lot  1974  B,  a  fraole  house  to  be  used  for  a  storehouse,  and 
the  continuation  of  the  ditch  on  lot  1975  B;  on  lot  1978  B,  a  frame 
building  for  the  workmen  on  the  mines,  and  the  continuation  of  said 
ditch  -y  on  lot  1976  B,  a  frame  house  for  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  the  con- 
tinuation of  said  ditch ;  on  lot  1977  B,  grading  and  timber  foundation 
(14  by  14  feet),  for  a  mill  and  power  house,  and  the  continuation  of  said 
ditch. 

I  am  unable  to  find  from  this  recital  that  said  mill  site  is  used  for 
mining  or  milling  purposes  in  connection  with  the  Mint  lode.  Land  not 
improved  or  occupied  for  mining  or  milling  purposes  may  not  be  appro- 
priated as  a  mill  site  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  use  of  water  there- 
on. Cyprus  Mill  site  (6  L.  D.,  706).  Besides  the  dam  and  ditching  the 
only  improvement  on  the  tract  is  '<  a  frame  house  to  be  used  for  a  store 
house."  It  does  not  appear  that  this  structure  has  any  connection 
with  the  mining  operations,  or  that  it  is  to  be  used  in  connection  with 
the  Mint  lode  claim,  li^or  is  it  shown  with  any  certainty  that  this  tract 
will  ever  be  used  for  mining  or  milling  purposes  in  such  connection. 
See  Iron  King  Mine  and  Mill  Site  (9  L.  D.,  201) ;  Peru  Lode  and  Mill 
Site  (10  L.  D.,  196). 

Moreover  it  appears  that  these  five  mill  site  claims  are  to  be  used  in 
common  in  connection  with  the  company's  five  lode  claims.  I  do  not 
think  the  statute  would  authorize  patents  to  issue  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

Section  2337  Bevised  Statutes,  provides : 

Where  uon-mineral  laud  not  contigaoas  to  the  vein  or  lode  is  ased  or  ocoupied  by 
the  proprietor  of  sach  vein  or  lode  for  mining  or  milling  pnrposea,  snoh  non-adjaoent 
snrface  ground  may  be  embraced  and  included  in  an  applioation  for  a  patent  for  such 
▼ein  or  lode,  and  the  same  may  be  patented  therewith,  subject  to  the  same  prelimi- 
nary requirements  as  to  survey  and  notice  as  are  applicable  to  veins  or  lodes ;  but  no 
location  hereafter  made  of  such  non-adjacent  land  shall  excede  five  acres,  and  pay- 
ment for  the  same  must  be  made  at  the  same  rate  as  fixed  by  this  chapter  for  the 
superficies  of  the  lode. 

This  statute  evidently  intends  to  give  to  each  operator  of  a  lode  claim, 
a  tract  of  land,  not  exceeding  five'  acres  in  extent,  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  mining  or  milling  operations  thereon,  in  connection  with 
such  lode.  This  excludes  the  idea  that  the  mill  site  is  to  be  used  in 
connection  with  other  lodes.  The  object  of  the  mill  site  is  to  subserve 
the  necessities  of  the  lode  to  which  it  is  attached,  for  mining  and  mill- 
ing purposes. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
17681— YOL  12 40 
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CONTEST— PREFERENCE  RI6HT-RELINQT7ISHMENT. 

McDonnell  v.  De  Good. 

A  Telinqnishment  made  after  an  affidavit  of  contest  lias  been  filed,  bnt  before  servloe 
of  Dotioe,  and  withont  knowledge  of  said  contest,  and  subsequently  filed  by  the 
purchaser  thereof,  on  being  officially  informed  that  said  contest  had  been  finally 
disposed  of,  does  not  inure  to  the  benefit  of  said  contest  though  in  fact  pending 
when  said  relinquishment  was  filed. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oammissianer  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  June  12, 189L 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Michael  McDonnell  from  your  decis- 
ion dismissing  his  contest  against  the  timber  caltnre  entry  of  Elma 
De  Good  for  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  20,  T.  113,  B.  44,  Redwood  Falls,  Minne- 
sota. 

The  facts  in  the  case  are  stated  in  your  decision  and  jastify  yoar  ac- 
tion sustaining  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  dismissing  the  contest, 
and  the  same  is  therefore  affirmed. 

Tour  decision  was  rendered  November  13, 1889,  and  due  notice  of  the 
same  was  given  by  the  local  officers  on  December  15, 1889,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 25,  1890,  said  officers  reported  that  more  than  forty  days  had 
elapsed  and  no  appeal  had  been  taken.  They  also  reported  that  the  case 
was  marked  ^'closed"  on  their  records. 

On  February  4, 1890,  the  relinquishment  of  Elma  De  Good  was  pre- 
sented at  the  local  office,  and  the  entry  was  canceled  and  Ole  K.  An- 
derson made  timber  culture  entry  for  said  tract,  Anderson  filed  an 
affidavit  in  which  he  states  that  he  was  told  by  the  local  officers  that 
the  contest  of  McDonnell  was  ended  and  that  the  land  would  be  sub- 
ject  to  entry  upon  the  filing  of  the  relinquishment  of  De  Gk>od,  and 
therefore  he  paid  the  sum  of  $500,  for  said  relinquishment  and  made 
entry  for  the  tract,  and  that  all  his  acts  were  done  in  good  faith* 

On  February  10, 1890,  the  contestant  McDonnell  filed  his  appeal  from 
your  decision  of  ]!^ovember  13, 1889;  this  was  within  sixty  days  from 
the  date  he  was  notified  of  said  decision  and  was  therefore  in  time,  and 
the  same  has  been  duly  considered  by  me  and  dismissed  as  above 
stated. 

On  February  20, 1890,  McDonnell  presented  his  application  to  enter 
said  tract,  which  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  for  the  reason  that 
the  land  was  embraced  in  the  timber  calture  entry  of  Ole  K.  Anderson, 
and  McDonnell  appealed.  He  alleges  his  preference  right  to  enter  by 
reason  of  his  position  as  contestant,  and  the  pendency  of  his  contest, 
at  the  time  the  relinquishment  was  filed.  The  rule  being  that  when  a 
relinquishment  is  filed  during  the  pendency  of  a  contest,  the  presump- 
tion follows  that  such  action  is  the  result  of  the  contest,  the  question 
arises,  does  the  record  in  the  case  at  bar  overcome  this  presumption. 

The  contest  was  filed  I^ovember  17, 1887^  and  notice  was  served  on 
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the  eotryman  December  7,  1887.  The  relinquishment  was  executed 
November  27,  and  acknowledged  November  29, 1887,  after  the  filing  of 
the  contest  and  before  service  of  notice. 

So  far  as  the  record  shows  Anderson  appears  to  have  acted  in  perfect 
good  faith ;  he  paid  a  valuable  consideration  for  the  claim,  and  acted 
upon  information  given  him  by  the  local  officers  in  making  his  entry. 
In  his  appeal  McDonnell  alleges  that  the  filing  of  the  relinquishment 
established  the  fiEU^t  that  the  entry  of  De  Good  was  made  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  A.  0.  Van  House. 

No  charge  of  this  kind  was  made  in  the  affidavit  of  contest,  but  evi- 
dence in  support  of  that  proposition  was  introduced  at  the  hearing,  and 
consisted  simply  of  showing  that  Van  House,  who  formerly  held  the 
land  and  who  was  a  half  brother  of  De  Good  the  claimant,  who  was  a 
woman,  had  given  instructions  for  the  work  to  be  done  on  the  claim. 
McDonnell  also  alleges  in  his  appeal  that  the  relinquishment  was  the 
result  of  the  contest  as  the  same  was  acknowledged  November  29, 1887, 
more  than  two  years  prior  to  the  filing  thereof. 

A  relinquishment  takes  effect  when  filed  in  the  local  office. 

In  the  case  of  Kurtz  v.  Summers  (7  L.  D.,  46),  it  was  held  that  a  relin- 
quishment made  after  an  affidavit  of  contest  had  been  filed,  but  before 
notice  had  issued,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  said  contest,  does  not 
inure  to  the  benefit  thereof.  There  is  no  evidence  nor  allegation,  that 
De  Good  knew,  when  she  executed  her  relinquishment,  that  a  contest 
had  been  filed  against  the  claim  a  few  days  before,  and  in  the  absence 
of  such  allegation,  and  in  view  ot  the  facts  shown  in  the  record  before 
me,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  McDonnell  has  no  ground  upon  which  to 
claim  the  benefit  resulting  from  the  filing  of  the  relinquishment,  but 
that  the  entry  of  Anderson  should  be  allowed  to  stand. 


final  pboojf-compliancjk  with  layv^-adverse  claim. 

Sparks  v.  MoPherson. 

When  a  claimant  offers  final  proof  in  the  face  of  aa  adverse  olaini,  and  fails  to  show 
compliance  with  law,  he  must  submit  to  the  cancellation  of  his  filing  or  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Offioej  June  13, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  William  B.  Sparks  v.  William  A. 
MoPherson,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision 
of  your  ofi^ce,  dated  May  23, 1889,  rejecting  his  final  proof  and  hold- 
ing for  cancellation  his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement,  Ko.  3402, 
for  the  SW  J  SW.  i  of  Sec.  22,  Tp.  15  K,  B.  22  W.,  Harrison,  Arkan- 
sas,  filed  March  12, 1888,  alleging  settlement  October  1, 1887,  on  account 
of  failure  to  make  final  proof  within  the  time  required  by  law  for  ofiTered 
land,  in  the  face  of  an  adverse  claim. 
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The  record  shows  that  when  said  McPherson  filed  his  declaratory 
statement,  he  was  informed  that  his  filiug  expired  on  March  12, 1889, 
although  the  land  was  described  as  offered. 

On  October  1, 1888,  said  Sparks  made  homestead  entry  of  the  **  SW.^ 
of  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  22,^  the  N  W.  i  of  the  SW.  i,  and  the  W.  i  of  the 
NW.  i  of  Sec.  27  in  said  township  and  range. 

On  February  5,  1889,  the  register  gave  notice  by  publication  of 
McPherson's  intention  to  make  final  proof  in  support  of  his  claim 
before  the  local  officers,  on  March  15,  same  year,  at  which  time  said 
Sparks  filed  his  protest  claiming  under  his  said  entry  the  lands  in- 
cluded therein.  Upon  the  evidence  submitted,  the  local  officers  rejected 
the  final  proof  because  the  pre-emptor  failed  to  show  six  months'  resi- 
dence and  cultivation  of  the  land. 

On  appeal,  your  office  found  that  as  the  land  was  offered  and 
McPherson  alleged  settlement  October  1, 1887,  his  right  to  make  final 
proof  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other  claim,  expired  on  October  1, 1888  ; 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  consider  the  question  of  compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  tbe  pre-emption  law,  as  to  residence  and  cultiva- 
tion, as  the  record  showed  that  he  had  not  made  his  final  proof  within 
the  time  required  by  law. 

On  March  4,  1890,  your  office  refused  to  grant  the  application  of 
McPherson  for  a  rehearing,  and  he  appealed  to  the  Department,  alleg- 
ing that  the  decision  of  your  office  was  "  contrary  to  law  and  equity  }^ 
that  it  is  contrary  to  the  weight  of  the  testimony,  and  that  he  has  acted 
in  good  faith  in  trying  to  secure  said  land  for  a  home. 

The  appeal  is  defective  in  not  pointing  specifically  wherein  the  de- 
cision appealed  from  is  contrary  to  law  and  equity,  and  it  might  be 
dismissed  for  that  reason.  But  I  have  concluded  to  examine  the  whole 
record,  and  it  appears  that  the  pre-emptor  has  suffered  no  injury  of 
which  he  can  justly  complain. 

Aside  from  the  question  whether  a  pre-emptor  is  excusable  for  not 
proving  up  on  offered  land  within  twelve  months  from  date  of  settle- 
ment when  the  certificate  of  the  local  officers  states  that  he  has  twelve 
months  from  date  of  filing,  and  no  objection  is  raised  by  the  adverse 
claimant  on  account  thereof,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  local 
officers  were  justified  in  holding  that  McPher son's  final  proof  did  not 
show  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  pre-emption  law,  as  to 
residence  and  improvements.  Therein  he  testifies  in  answer  to  question 
"So.  13 :  ^^  I  think  the  improvements  are  worth  $150.00,  while  in  answer 
to  question  28,  he  says  the  improvements  consist  of  ^^  Log  house,  one 
room  16  x  16  feet,  worth  $10  or  $12.00  about  6  or  7  acres  cleared, 
fenced  and  in  cultivation  worth  $8  per  acre.  Total  $48  to  56.00."  In 
answer  to  the  question  whether  he  has  any  personal  property  or  live 
stock  of  any  kind  elsewhere  than  on  the  claim,  he  says  ''  Yes,  I  have  2 
mules,  about  21  or  22  head  of  cattle,  27  head  of  sheep,  25  hogs,  on  my 
deeded  land."    Moreover,  it  appears  that  on  A.pril  5, 1875,  he  made 
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homestead  entry  on  2831  of  the  W.  i  of  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  15,  same 
township  and  range,  which  was  canceled  on  relinqaishment  on  April  13, 
1889,  although  he  says  he  never  lived  on  his  homestead. 

It  is  well  settled  that  when  a  party  offers  to  make  final  proof  in  the 
face  of  an  adverse  claim,  and  fails  to  show  compliance  with  the  law,  he 
must  sabmit  to  the  cancellation  of  his  filing  or  entry. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  conclusion  of  your  office  was  correct. 
Said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  SETTLEMENT— ACT  OP  MAT  14,  1880. 

Pbuitt  t?.  Skeens. 

A  homestead  settler  who  fails  to  make  application  for  the  right  of  entry  within  the 
period  provided  hy  the  act  of  May  14,  1880,  is  not  thereafter  protected  as  afrainst 
the  claim  of  another  who  has  complied  with  the  law. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  June  13,  ]891. 

The  record  in  the  appeal  of  Daniel  A.  Skeens  from  your  office  de- 
cision  of  November  29, 1889,  discloses  the  following  facts : 

September  20, 1886,  Skeens  made  homestead  entry  for  the  E.  ^  of  the 
SE.  if  the  SW.  i  of  the  SE.  i,  and  the  SE.  J  of  the  S  W.  i,  Sec.  20,  T. 
26  K,  B.  15  W.,  Sprin^eld,  Missouri. 

January  2, 1887,  Pruitt  filed  an  affidavit  in  the  nature  of  a  contest 
against  said  entry,  alleging  want  of  settlement  and  cultivation  by 
Skeen,  and  that  affiant 

resides  on  said  tract  and  has  resided  thereon  since  the  29th  day  of  March,  1886,  and 
has  an  Improvement  thereon,  consisting  of  a  dwelling  hoase,  and  abont  seven  acres 
in  cnltivation,  and  that  he  resided  on  said  land  at  the  time  of  the  entry  by  said 
Skeens,  and  that  he  has  never  had  the  benefit  of  the  homestead  law. 

Notice  issued  and  the  hearing  was  had  March  23, 1887i 
The  evidence  consists  mainly  of  the  depositions  of  the  two  claimants 
That  of  Pruitt  is  to  the  effect,  that  he  settled  on  the  land  on  the  29th 
or  30th  of  March,  1886,  and  *^  at  that  time"  made  application  to  ^'  home- 
stead" it;  that  by  reason  of  a  wrong  description  of  the  section  his  ap- 
plication was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  and  that  he  did  not  receive 
notice  of  such  rejection  until  June  of  the  same  year,  although  the  date 
of  the  rejection  was  May  21;  that  on  the  4th  day  of  September  follow- 
ing he  again  made  application  for  homestead  entry,  correctly  describ- 
ing the  land.  This  last  application  did  not  reach  the  local  office  until 
September  21  (it  having  been  made  before  some  other  officer),  when  it 
was  rejected,  because  of  the  homestead  entry  of  Skeens,  which  was 
made  September  20,  the  day  before  Pruitt's  corrected  application 
reached  the  land  office.  His  excuse  for  delaying  to  make  his  corrected 
application  is  as  follows : 
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The  reason  I  did  not  make  immediate  application  for  tlie  right  numbers  npon  re- 
ceipt of  first  rejection  was,  because  I  could  not  spare  the  money.  I  received,  from 
the  Laud  Office,  the  money  sent,  but  could  not  at  once  spare  it. 

It  is  not  disputed  that  Pruitt  had  resided  on  the  land  ever  since  his 
settlement,  and  that  both  claimants  were  residing  on  it  at  date  of  hear- 
ing. Skeens  himself  established  his  residence  thereon  the  last  of  Feb- 
ruary or  first  of  March,  1887, 

Skeens  in  his  depositioa  states,  that  he  went  to  the  Springfield  land 
office,  with  a  view  of  homesteading  the  land,  in  February,  1886 ;  that 
he  found  ^'  some  confusion  about  the  numbers,  and  went  back  to  ascer- 
tain the  correct  description,''  and  "got  the  surveyor  and  had  the  land 
run  out ; "  that  in  March  '*  I  learned  that  Pruitt  had  homesteaded  the 
land,  and  I  did  nothing  further  until  September  following,  when  .  .  . 
I  came  to  the  land  office  and  learned  it  was  vacant,"  when  he  made 
his  aforesaid  entry. 

He  further  says,  that  he  made  a  proposition  to  pay  Pruitt  for  the 
material  in  his  cabin,  but  that  he  (Pruitt)  afterwards  refused  to  give 
possession  until  he  was  compelled ;  that  he  then  built  a  house  and 
moved  into  it  the  23d  day  of  February ;  that  afterwards  "  Pruitt  came 
to  me  and  proposed  to  arbitrate  the  amount  he  should  receive  for  his 
improvementB,"  which  he,  Skeens,  declined  to  do. 

These  are  all  the  material  facts,  and  they  are  practically  undisputed. 

Pruitt's  improvements  consist  of  a  "  one  room  log  cabin,"  a  couple 
of  acres  cleared  and  a  crop  raised.  The  size  and  character  of  house 
built  by  Skeens  are  not  given  in  the  evidence. 

On  these  facts  the  register  and  receiver  recommended  the  cancella- 
tion of  Skeens'  entry,  and  by  your  said  office  dectfldon  their  judgment 
is  affirmed. 

I  can  not  concur  in  your  judgment.  The  excuse  offered  by  Pruitt 
for  his  laches  in  filing  a  correct  application  can  not  be  accepted  with- 
out doing  violence  to  the  rulings  of  this  Department.  If  he  did  not 
wish  to  spare  at  once  the  money  required  to  make  his  entry,  and  pre- 
ferred to  wait  until  he  could  do  so  more  conveniently,  he  must  wait  at 
his  own  hazard.  Even  should  it  appear  that  he  did  not  have  the  money 
and  could  not  obtain  it,  this  Department  would  not  be  authorized  on 
that  account  to  withhold  the  land  from  entry  by  another  more  for- 
tunately circumstanced.  When  his  first  application  was  rejected,  the 
money  paid  for  filing  the  same  was  returned  to  him,  and  he  used  it  for 
some  other  purpose,  and  when  more  than  three  months  thereafter 
Skeens,  finding  the  land  vacant,  made  entry  thereof,  he  asks  this  De- 
partment to  set  aside  his  entry  and  grant  him  permission  to  do  now 
what  he  failed  to  do  when  he  had  the  means  at  hand,  and  what  every 
consideration  of  prudence  should  have  prompted  him  to  do  at  once. 

The  position  assumed  in  your  decision — namely,  that  because  the 
notice  to  Pruitt  of  the  rejection  of  his  first  application  did  not  advise 
him  of  his  right  of  appeal,  it  was  therefore  an  <*  illegal  notice,"  is,  in 
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my  jiulgment,  untenable.  Prnitt  is  not  cosking  to  be  relieved  frOm  a 
failure  to  appeal  in  time,  but  from  a  failure  to  make  a  timely  applica- 
tion to  enter  the  land,  and  he  can  not  by  any  rule  of  law  or  practice 
plead  want  of  notice  of  his  right  to  do  something  he  is  not  attempting 
to  do^  and  which  could  not  avail  him  if  he  should  attempt;  it,  for  his 
first  application  was  properly  rejected,  and  an  appeal  therefrom  could 
be  of  no  avail. 

Under  the  act  of  May  14, 1880  (21  Stat.,  140),  a  settler  is  allowed 
three  months  from  date  of  settlement  (same  as  pre-emptor)  in  which 
to  file  his  application  to  make  homestead  entry.  During  that  time  no 
one  can  deprive  him  of  his  right.  I^  however,  he  should  fail  to  make 
entry  within  the  prescribed  ti  me,  his  settlement  and  occupancy  will  no 
longer  protect  him. 

According  to  Pruitt's  own  stateihent,  he  received  notice  of  the  re- 
jection of  his  first  application  "  in  June."  The  three  months  preference 
right  of  entry  allowed  him,  by  reason  of  his  settlement,  expired  Sep- 
tember 1.  It  is  a  well  settled  rule  of  law  that  the  evidence  of  an  inter- 
ested party  must  be  taken  most  strongly  against  him.  Applying  this 
construction,  the  statement  of  Pruitt  that  he  did  not  receive  notice 
^<  until  June  "  must  be  construed  to  mean  the  first  day  of  June.  His 
application  to  enter  was  not  made  out  until  September  4,  and  did  not 
reach  the  local  office  until  the  21st  of  the  same  month* 

Skeens  had  made  his  entry  on  the  20th. 

I  find  nothing  in  the  record  sustaining  the  conclusion  of  the  registet 
and  receiver,  that  ^^  Skeens  seems  to  have  been  guilty  of  sharp  practice 
whereby  he  expected  to  become  possessed  of  Pruitt's  claim  and  im- 
provements.'^ 

It  is  true,  he  knew  that  Pruitt  was  a  settler  on  the  land  at  the  time 
he  Skeens,  made  his  entry,  but  Pruitt  not  having  applied  to  enter  within 
three  months  after  notice  of  the  rejection  of  his  first  application,  the  law 
raises  the  presumption  that  he  did  not  design  to  enter.  And,  if  it 
should  be  shown  in  evidence  that  Skeens  knew  that  Pruitt  meant  to 
enter  the  land,  this  fact,  of  itself,  would  be  no  bar  to  Skeen's  entry,  for 
Pruitt  not  having  made  his  entry  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
statute,  the  land  was  (^ubject  to  the  application  of  the  next  qualified 
entryman. 

Had  it  been  shown  that  by  some  trick,  deception,  or  other  fraud- 
ulent practice,  Skeens  had  overreached  Pruitt,  or  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  facts  or  information  obtained  from  him  through  any  fiduciary, 
or  other  confidential  relations  existing  between  them,  as  in  the  case  of 
Newbaur  v.  Bush  (12  L.  D.,  633),  the  case  would  have  presented  a  very 
different  aspect,  and  would  call  for  the  interposition  of  this  Depart- 
ment to  prevent  the  consummation  of  a  Wrong  and  the  triumph  of  fraud 
over  right  and  justice. 

No  such  charge  can  be  laid  to  Skeens.  He  was  the  first  to  attempt 
to  make  entry  of  the  land,  and  had  it  surveyed  for  that  purpose,  and 
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then  learned  that  Praitt  had  entered  or  applied  to  enter  it.  He  there- 
upon steps  aside  and  waits  nntil  Pruitt  has  forfeited  his  rights  by  his 
laches  and  then  makes  entry. 

The  fact  that  he  had  not  established  a  residence  or  improved  the 
land  at  date  of  contest  is  immaterial,  for  he  is  allowed  six  months  after 
entry  to  do  this,  and  less  than  four  months  hakl  expired  at  date  of  con- 
test. 

The  entry  of  Skeens  will  be  allowed  to  remain  intact  subject  to  final 
proof. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  reversed. 


REPAYMENT— DESERT  LAND  ENTRY. 

Henry  L.  Davis. 

There  is  no  authority  for  repayment  of  the  excess  over  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  paid  on  a  desert  entry  within  railroad  limits,  made  under  the  act  of 
1877,  though  the  land  was  held  at  single  minimam  at  the  date  of  the  initial 
entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Offiee^  Juneld^  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Henry  L.  Davis  from  yonr  decision 
of  April  24, 1890,  declining  to  recommend  the  repayment  of  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  on  desert  land  entry  No.  31,  final  certifi- 
cate No.  12,  on  the  8W.  J  of  Sec.  4,  T.  44  N.,  R.  4  W.,  M.  D.  M,,  Shasta, 
Galifornia. 

It  appears  that  he  made  entry  of  said  land  on  January  15«  1886,  under 
the  act  of  March  3, 1877  (19  Stat.,  377),  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  on  making  final  proof  he  was  required 
to  pay  double  minimum  price. 

The  land  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Galifornia 
and  Oregon  Eailroad  Company.  The  map  of  the  constructed  line  of 
said  road,  opposite  the  land,  was  certified  by  the  president  and  chief 
engineer  of  the  company,  November  15, 1887,  and  received  at  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  November  12, 1889.  The  road  was  definitely  located 
August  5,  1871. 

The  act  of  March  3, 1853  (10  Stat.,  244),  fixing  the  price  of  public 
lands  within  railroad  limits  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  was 
not  repealed  by  the  desert  land  act  (supra\  which  fixed  the  price  of 
desert  land  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre ;  so  that  the 
price  of  desert  lands  within  railroad  limits  is  two  dollars  and  fiffty 
cents.    Annie  Knaggs  (9  L.  I^^^J. 

On  August  13,  1889  (9  L.  D.,  259),  I  concurred  in  your  suggestion 
that  all  original  entries  (desert)  made  prior  to  the  issuance  of  the  cir- 
cular of  June  27, 1887  (5  L.  D.,  708),  should  be  adjudicated  according 
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to  the  regulations  then  existing ;  but  it  was  not  intended  in  that  state- 
ment, as  appellant  insists,  to  direct  that  desert  lands  within  railroad 
limits,  entered  before  the  promulgation  of  said  circular,  should  be  paid 
for  at  the  minimum  price. 

In  the  case  of  Annie  Knaggs  {8upra)y  after  the  entry  (desert)  was 
made,  the  land  was  increased  to  double  minimum  price,  and  repayment 
of  the  excess  was  refused. 

There  is  no  existing  law  which  authorizes  the  repayment  in  this  case, 
and  the  same  is  accordingly  refused. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


FINAL  PROOF— SUSPENDED  STJRVET. 

ALBERT  H.  Hooper. 

Final  proof  sbonld  not  be  accepted  while  the  survey  of  the  township,  in  which  the 

land  is  situated,  is  suspended  for  investigation. 
During  such  order  of  suspension,  a  temporary  absence  from  the  land,  after  dne  com- 

pltanoe  with  law  in  the  matter  of  residence  and  cultivation,  will  not  affect  the 

right  of  the  homesteader. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land 

Office,  June  15, 1891. 

The  appeal  of  Albert  H.  Hooper,  from  the  decision  of  your  office, 
dated  January  18, 1890,  denying  his  application  to  make  final  proof  on 
his  homestead  for  lots  2  and  3,  SB.  J  of  N  W.  i,  and  SW.  J  of  NB.  i, 
Sec.  6,  T.  15  N.,  B.  1  £.,  Humboldt,  Galifornia,  has  been  considered. 

It  appears  that  Hooper  made  entry  of  the  tracts  above  described  July 
14, 1884,  that  subsequently  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  five  years 
required  for  settlement  and  cultivation,  he  applied  to  the  local  officers 
to  make  final  proof,  but  said  officers  declined  to  receive  said  proof,  on 
the  ground  that  the  survey  of  the  township  in  connection  with  several 
others  in  that  vicinity,  had  been  withdrawn  or  suspended  by  order  of 
your  office. 

Hooper  then  appealed  to  your  office  for  an  order  directing  the  local 
officers  to  accept  the  proof  in  his  case. 

Under  date  of  January  18, 1890,  your  office  affirmed  the  action  of  the 
local  officers,  whereupon  Hooper  appeals. 

In  an  examination  of  this  case,  it  appears  that  the  records  show  that 
said  township  15  north,  range  1  east,  was  surveyed  by  Charles  Hol- 
comb,  under  a  contract  dated  June  5, 1882,  yet  it  appears  by  an  affida- 
vit of  Holcomb  dated  March  26,  1887,  that  he  never  had  a  surveying 
contract  with  the  government  and  therefore  said  contract  in  his  name 
m  ust  necessarily  be  fraud  ulen t. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  was  not  thought  improbable  that  sur- 
veys, in  which  the  contracts  had  been  procured  in  this  manner,  would 
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not  be  properly  execated,  and  therefore  the  surveys  were  suspended 
until  an  investigation  could  be  made  to  determine  their  correctness. 

The  appellant  claims  that  as  the  north  boundary  of  his  homestead  is 
also  the  north  line  of  the  township  or  third  standard  parallel  of  which 
there  is  no  question  about  the  survey,  and  that  the  west  line  of  section 
6,  in  which  his  entry  is  situated,  is  the  Humboldt  Meridian  line  between 
ranges  1  east  and  1  west,  which  has  never  been  suspended,  and  further- 
more that  all  of  the  lands  in  said  section  have  been  entered  and  that 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  same  lying  south  of  and  contiguous 
to  his  homestead  was  patenteed  to  him  October  18, 1889,  under  the  tim- 
ber act  of  June  3,  1878,  (20  Stat.,  89)  that  under  these  circumstances, 
even  should  it  be  found  necessary  to  resurvey  the  sectional  lines  of  said 
township,  it  would  not  materially  affect  his  entry,  and  he  should  there- 
fore be  allowed  to  make  his  final  proof* 

Appellant  further  states  that  he  is  sixty  years  of  age,  and  desires  to 
visit  friends  and  relatives  in  other  portions  of  the  United  States,  but 
under  the  present  situation  he  is  advised,  to  absent  himself  from  his 
claim  might  endanger  his  homestead;  furthermore  he  believes  that  the 
foregoing  facts  in  his  case  bring  him  within  the  ruling  laid  down  in  the 
case  of  Elisha  B.  Cravens  (5  L.  D.,  540),  and  therefore  asks  that  the 
local  officers  be  instructed  to  receive  his  proof. 

The  case  of  Hooper  is  not  a  parallel  case  with  the  one  above  cited.  In 
the  Craven  case  the  application  to  make  proof,  was  allowed  on  the 
ground  that  the  survey  of  the  township  had  been  examined  by  a  skillful 
surveyor  and  on  his  report  the  suspension  of  said  survey  had  been  re- 
moved, while  in  the  case  under  consideration  the  suspension  of  the  sur- 
vey still  exists  pending  an  examination  in  the  field. 

While  it  may  be  true,  as  Mr.  Hooper  alleges,  that  a  resurvey,  if  found 
necessary  to  make  one,  may  not  materially  change  the  present  lines  of 
survey  bounding  his  homestead,  yet  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  excess 
or  deficiency  in  a. township  is  thrown  in  the  north  and  west  tier  of  sec- 
tions, in  both  of  which  the  entry  in  question  is  situated,  it  is  probable 
that  a  resurvey  would  make  a  very  considerable  change  in  the  lines. 

I  understand  that  the  adjustment  of  said  surveys  will  probably  soon 
be  taken  up  by  your  office  and  therefore,  under  the  circumstances,  I 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  allow  proof  to  be  taken,  on  entries  embraced  in 
the  suspended  surveys,  until  the  proper  examination  and  settlement  of 
the  question  is  made. 

If  Mr.  Hooper  has  complied  with  the  law  in  every  respect  as  to  resi- 
dence and  cultivation  for  five  years  from  date  of  entry,  I  can  see  no  rea- 
son why  he  should  fear  to  leave  the  land  to  make  a  visit. 

The  action  of  your  office  in  declining  to  allow  said  proof  is  affirmed. 
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ALABAMA  LA2iI>S-HOM£STEAD  £NTIIY. 

Justice  t>.  State  op  Alabama, 

A  settlement  on  Alabama  land  prior  to  the  date  when  such  land  is  reported  as  valu- 
able for  coal,  and  the  subsequent  entry  thereof,  prior  to  the  act  of  March  3, 1883, 
both  made  when  the  settler  was  disqualified  to  enter»  will  not  operate  to  except 
such  land  from  the  reservation  provided  in  said  act. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

June  15, 1891«  * 

The  case  of  Oharles  Justice  v.  The  State  of  Alabama  is  here  on  ap- 
peal of  the  former  from  your  oilice  decision  of  June  30, 1890,  denying 
his  application  to  make  additional  homestead  entry,  under  the  act  of 
March  2, 1889  (25  Stat.,  854),  for  the  SE.  J  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  8,  T. 
18  S.,  B.  5  W.,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Eroji  the  record  it  appears  that  on  February  5, 1870,  Justice  made 
homestead  entry  for  the  N.  ^  and  the  S  W.  i  of  said  quarter  section,  and 
received  patent  therefor  March  10, 1884. 

March  7, 1881,  he  was  allowed  to  make  adjoining  farm  entry  for  the 
remaining  quarter-quarter  section,  which  is  the  land  in  question. 

He  offered  proof  on  this  last  entry  October  27,  1883,  which  was  re- 
jected because  he  had  exhausted  his  homestead  right  by  his  first  entry. 
He  never  appealed  from  this  rejection,  and  the  entry  was  canceled 
August  16,  1888,  and  on  February  28, 1889,  the  land  was  selected  as 
school  land  by  the  State  of  Alabama. 

February  27,  1879,  two  years  prior  to  the  adjoining  farm  entry  of 
Justice,  the  tract  was  reported  as  '^  valuable  for  coal  ^  by  a  special 
agent  of  your  oflQce,  and  so  remains  on  the  records,  never  since  having 
been  offered  at  public  sale. 

This  was  the  status  of  the  land  when  your  said  decision  was  ren- 
dered, denying  his  application  for  relief  under  the  act  of  March  2, 1889, 
supra. 

Since  your  said  decision  was  rendered,  to  wit,  on  May  18, 1891,  the 
State  of  Alabama  relinquished  its  school  selection,  so  fa£  as  this  tract 
is  concerned. 

The  judgment  of  your  office  is  based  upon  the  conflict  between  the 
claim  of  the  petitioner  and  the  school  selection  by  the  State,  no  consid- 
eration being  given  to  the  mineral  character  of  the  land,  as  reported  in 
1879. 

The  action  of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  relinquishing  its  claim  to  the 
land  leaves  for  consideration  by  this  Department  the  question  as  to 
whether  this  land  was  subject  to  additional  homestead  entry  by  Justice 
March  2, 1889,  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act  granting  the  right  to 
make  additional  homestead  entry  to  settlers  who  had  theretofore  en- 
tered less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
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The  land  having  been  reported  valuable  for  coal  in  1879,  and  never 
having  been  offered  at  pnblic  sale,  was  not  subject  to  agricultural  entry 
in  1881  (date  of  Justice's  entry),  and  unless  the  confirmatory  statute  of 
March  3, 1883^(22  Stat.,  487),  excepted  it  from  such  mineral  reservation, 
the  entry  can  not  be  allowed. 

That  statute  is  as  follows : 

That  within  the  State  of  Alabama  all  pnblic  lands,  whether  mineral  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  snbject  to  disposal  only  as  agricnltnral  lands :  Provided,  hifwecer,  That  all 
lands  which  have  heretofore  been  reported  to  the  General  Land  Office  as  containing 
coal  and  iron  shall  first  be  offered  at  pablic  sale:  And  provided  further,  That  any  bona 
fide  entry  nnder  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  law  of  lands  within  said  State 
heretofore  made  may  be  patented  without  reference  to  an  act  approved  May  tenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-two,  entitled  **  An  act  to  promote  the  development  of 
the  mining*  resources  of  the  United  States,"  in  cases  where  the  persons  making^ 
application  for  such  patents  have  in  all  other  respects  complied  with  the  homestead 
law  relating  thereto. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  statute  confirms  any  <<bona  fide  entry  under 
the  provisions  of  the  homestead  lawJ^ 

The  entry  of  Justice  was  not  made  under  any  of  the  ^<  provisions  of 
the  homestead  law,''  for  at  that  time  there  was  no  provision  allowing  a 
second  homestead  entry,  or  an  additional  entry,  except  in  cases  where 
the  original  entry  had  been  restricted  by  existing  law  to  eighty  acres* 
(Act  of  March  3, 1879.) 

But  the  claimant  insists  that  this  land  came  within  the  remedy  of 
the  said  act  (22  Stat.,  487),  because,  as  shown  by  his  petition  and  afli- 
davit,  he  had  been  for  a  long  time  prior  to  1879  in  the  occupancy  and 
control  of  the  land  embraced  therein,  and  was  in  such  occupancy  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1883,  and  in  support  of  this 
petition  he  cites  the  case  of  E.  S.  Newman,  8  L.  D.,  448. 

In  that  case  it  was  held,  in  substance,  that  although  there  may  have 
been  no  entry  of  record  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March 
3, 1883,  yet,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  May  14, 1880,  providing  for  the  in- 
itiation of  a  homestead  claim  by  settlement,  such  settlement  equally 
with  an  entry  of  record  ''is  within  the  intent  of  the  act"  (March  3, 
1883). 

The  difference  between  the  case  of  Newman  and  the  one  at  bar  is, 
that  Newman  at  the  time  of  making  his  settlement  was  a  qualified  en- 
tryman ;  whereas  Justice  was  not,  he  having  exhausted  his  homestead 
rights  by  his  first  entry.  What  avail  could  a  settlement  be  to  one  who, 
nnder  the  law  existing  at  the  time  of  settlement,  had  exhausted  his 
right  to  make  entry  Y    The  question  requires  no  answer. 

His  settlement,  then,  prior  to  March  3, 1879,  the  date  the  land  was 
reported  valuable  for  coal,  and  his  subsequent  entry  of  record,  prior  to 
the  confirmatory  act  of  March  3, 1883,  both  having  been  made  when  he 
was  disqualified  to  enter,  could  confer  upon  him  no  rights,  and  could 
neither  except  it  from  reservation  as  coal  land,  nor  bring  it  within  the 
remedy  of  the  act  of  1883,  supra. 
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By  the  act  of  March  2, 1889,  he  is  allowed  to  make  an  additional  entry 
of  forty  acres,  his  first  entry  having  been  only  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres ;  but  such  additional  entry  must  be  made  upon  land  open 
to  settlement  and  entry. 

The  land  in  question  is  not  such  land,  it  having  been  reported  valu- 
able for  coal,  and  not  since  offered  at  public  sale. 

His  petition  must  be  denied. 

Your  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


CITIZENSHIP -NATURAIiIZATION—PIlK-EMPTION—At:rr  OF  MARCH  3, 

1891. 

George  De  Shane  et  al« 

A  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen  filed  by  the  father,  daring  the  minor- 
ity of  the  SOD,  does  not  confer  citizenship  upon  the  son,  or  qualify  him  in  that 
respect  to  make  pre-emption  entry. 

A  pre-emption  entry  made  by  one  not  shown  to  be  qualified  in  the  matter  of  citizen- 
ship, is  confirmed  by  section  7^  act  of  March  3,  1891,  if  prior  to  March  1,  188H,  the 
land  is  sold  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  and  there  was  no  adverse  claim  at  date  of 
said  entry. 

First  A88ista7it  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissi&ner  of  the  General 

La/nd  Office^  January  7^  and  March  21  y  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  J.  W.  Hockaday,  from  year  decision 
holding  for  cancellation  the  pre-emption  cash  entry  of  George  De  Shane 
for  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  32,  T.  29  S.,  R.  27  W.,  Garden  City,  Kansas. 

Hockaday  is  transferee  and  present  owner  of  the  land. 

The  record  shows  that  George  De  Shane  filed  declaratory  statement 
for  the  land  June  14,  alleging  settlement  thereon  June  6, 1884,  and 
sabmitted  final  proof  before  the  register  on  December  10, 1884.  In  this 
proof  he  and  his  witnesses  testify  that  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  that  he  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  following 
this  statement  is  the  qualification  that  he  was  seven  years  old  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  that  his  father  is  a  naturalized  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  The  proof  shows  continuous  residence  from  June 
20,  1884,  a  sod  house  ten  by  twelve  feet  with  door  and  window,  and 
five  acres  broken,  value  of  improvements  $75. 

This  entry  was  suspended  by  your  office  for  the  reason  that  the  im- 
provements were  not  conclusive  of  good  faith  and  further  proof  show- 
ing full  compliance  with  the  law  in  good  faith  was  called  for,  also  a  copy 
of  the  father's  citizen  papers. 

The  transferee  was  given  an  opportunity  to  furnish  said  evidence, 
bat  he  states  that  he  is  unable  to  furnish  additional  proof  to  supply 
any  defect  in  the  original  proof  of  said  entryman ;  he,  however,  filed  a 
certified  copy  of  the  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  by 
Paul  De  Shane,  father  of  George  De  Shane,  made  March  2, 1874. 
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There  is  no  evidence  that  the  father  became  a  fall  citizen  prior  to  the 
date  that  said  entryman  became  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Unless  it 
can  be  shown  by  record  or  otherwise,  that  the  father  did  become  a  full 
citizen  prior  to  the  date  of  the  majority  of  his  son,  or  the  entryman 
qualifies  himself  in  the  matter  of  citizenship,  the  entry  must  be  can- 
celed as  illegal. 

Hockaday  purchased  the  land  on  Jannary  6, 1888,  for  the  sum  of  $400. 
He  swears  that  he  has  forty  acres  in  cnltivation,  that  he  purchased  the 
land  in  good  faith  without  any  knowledge  of  any  defect  in  the  proof, 
and  this  defect  was  not  pointed  out  by  your  office  nntil  July  6, 1888. 

The  proof  shows  a  substantial  compliance  with  the  law  in  the  matter 
of  residence  and  improvements,  and  during  the  six  years  since  the  entry, 
no  allegation  to  the  contrary  has  been  made.  In  my  opinion,  the  fail- 
ure to  snbtnit  further  evidence  in  support  of  the  entry  does  not  justify 
the  cancellation  of  the  same,  and  should  the  proper  evidence  of  citizen- 
ship be  furnished,  patent  should  issue.  The  transferee  should  be  al- 
lowed a  reasonable  time  to  furnish  said  evidence. 

Your  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 

THE  SAME,  ON  REVIEW. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  O.  W.  Holcomb,  Esq.,  attorney  for 
J.  W.  Hockaday,  transferee  and  present  owner  of  the  S W.  i  of  section 
32,  T.  29  S.,  S.  27  W.,  Garden  City,  Kansas,  embraced  in  the  cash  entry 
of  George  De  Shane,  in  which  he  states  that  it  is  impossible  to  furnish 
any  additional  evidence  as  to  the  citizenship  of  said  De  Shane,  and  he 
invokes  the  equitable  consideration  of  the  Department  in  the  case. 

In  departmental  decision  of  January  7, 1891,  further  evidence  of  cit- 
izenship was  called  for,  said  evidence  to  be  either  record  or  secondary. 
This  requirement  was  in  accordance  with  the  long  established  practice 
of  the  Land  Department  and  was  deemed  essential  for  the  protection 
of  the  government  against  illegal  entries,  and  in  the  absence  of  legisla- 
tion^  I  do  not  think  this  entry  should  be  approved  for  patent  without 
some  additional  evidence  on  the  point  mentioned. 

Counsel  asserts  that  the  land  was  purchased  in  good  faith  prior  to 
March  1, 1888.  If  such  is  the  fact,  and  there  was  no  adverse  claim  at 
the  date  of  entry,  the  same  is  confirmed  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1891, 
and  patent  should  issue  for  the  land. 

The  letter  of  counsel  is  herewith  transmitted  with  instructions  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  case,  as  the  facts  may  justify. 
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JRBEGITL AB  ENTRY-CONTEST— PRE-EMPTION-FILING. 

Thomas  et  al.  u.  Spence. 

An  entry  improperly  allowed  for  land  embraced  within  an  existing  swamp  selection^ 

may  be  allowed  to  stand,  on  the  cancellation  of  said  selection,  if  such  action  does 

not  defeat  or  impair  the  right  of  an  adverse  claimant. 
A  contestant  will  not  be  heard  to  question  the  validity  of  an  entry  thus  allowed,  on 

the  gronnd  of  its  alleged  irregularity,  unless  he  shows  that  the  allowance  of  said 

entry  is  in  violation  of  his  prior  right  or  equity. 
An  application  to  contest  a  pre-emption  filing  does  not  confer  any  right  or  equity 

upon  the  contestant  in  the  event  that  such  filing  is  subsequently  canceled. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

June  19, 1891. 

This  appeal  involves  the  right  to  the  N W.  J  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  29 
and  the  NE.  i  of  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  30,  T.  63  K,  R.  11  W.,  Duluth,  Min- 
nesota. 

These  lands  were  selected  by  the  State  of  Minnesota  as  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands,  July  20, 1885 — the  day  the  township  plat  was  filed  in 
the  local  office — but  the  claim  of  the  State  was  finally  rejected  as  to 
the  NE.  i  of  the  SE.  ^  of  section  30,  March  2, 1889,  upon  the  contest  of 
Angus  McDonald,  filed  May  17, 1886,  and  as  to  the  NW.  i  of  the  SW. 
i  of  section  29,  on  April  2, 1889. 

Prior  to  the  final  action  of  the  Department  rejecting  the  claim  of  the 
State,  Margaret  A.  Spence  was  allowed  to  make  soldier's  additional 
homestead  entry  of  both  of  said  tracts — to  wit,  August  17, 1887. 

Morris  Thomas,  H.  Spencer  Moody,  Daniel  W.  Smith,  and  Frank  M. 
Thomas,  severally,  applied  to  contest  this  entry,  all  of  said  contests 
alleging,  substantially,  the  same  ground — to  wit :  that  at  the  date  of 
the  entry,  the  land  was  embraced  in  the  State  selection,  and  that  it  was 
allowed  in  total  disregard  of  the  subsisting  rights  of  others. 

It  also  api)ears  from  the  record  that  on  April  28, 1887,  prior  to  the 
entry  of  Spence,  Fred.  F.  Huntress  filed  an  application  to  contest  the 
claim  of  Angus  McDonald,  who  had  filed  a  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  for  the  said  I4E.  :|  of  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  30. 

Tour  office,  by  the  decision  of  November  7, 1889,  rejected  all  of  said 
contests,  and  held  that,  although  the  entry  of  Spence  was  irregularly 
allowed  prior  to  the  final  cancellation  of  the  State's  selection,  yet  the 
bar  having  been  removed  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  remain 
intact. 

The  application  of  Huntress  was  disposed  of  upon  the  ground  that 
the  Secretary,  in  the  decision  of  the  Department  of  February,  1889,  in 
the  case  of  Hyde  and  McDonald  v.  Eaton,  had  held  that  Huntress  was 
not  entitled  to  the  preference  right  of  entry  as  a  successful  contestant, 
and  his  application  was  so  considered  and  treated  by  your  office,  and 
was  denied.    From  this  decision  the  several  applicants  appealed. 
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It  is  shown  by  the  record  that  the  tracts  in  controversy  were  in  reser- 
vation at  the  date  the  homestead  entry  of  Spence  was  allowed,  having 
been  selected  by  the  State  of  Minnesota  as  swamp  and  overflowed 
lands,  and  the  claim  of  the  State  to  said  tracts  was  then  pending  before 
the  Department  on  appeal.  Said  entry  was  therefore  improperly 
allowed;  bat  having  been  allowed  and  placed  of  record,  it  may  remain 
intact  after  the  bar  of  the  reservation  has  been  removed,  unless  the 
allowance  of  sach  entry  will  aflect  or  impair  the  rights  of  others. 
Schrotberger  v.  Arnold,  6.  L.  D.,  425 ;  Wright  v.  Maher,  lb.,  758 ;  Rich- 
ard Griffin,  11  L.  D.,  231. 

Where  an  entry  was  allowed  pending  an  appeal  from  the  rejection  of 
an  indemnity  selection  by  a  railroad  company,  it  was  allowed  to  stand 
to  await  the  final  action  of  the  Department  upon  said  selection.  North- 
ern Pacitic  Railroad  Company  t?.  Halvorson,  10  L.  D.,  15;  see  also  Rus- 
sell V.  Gerold,  lb.,  18. 

After  the  cancellation  of  the  State's  selection,  the  question,  as  to  the 
validity  of  an  entry  made  while  the  land  was  so  appropriated,  is  one 
solely  between  the  government  and  the  entrymau,  and  the  entry  may 
be  allowed  to  remain  intact,  subject  to  future  compliance  with  the  law, 
unless  the  allowance  of  such  entry  would  be  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
of  adverse  claimants.  A  contestant  will  not  be  heard  to  question  the 
validity  of  such  entry  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  invalid  when  allowed, 
unless  he  shows  that  the  allowance  of  the  entry  would  be  in  violation 
of  his  rights,  or  would  defeat  a  prior  right  or  equity.  Meyers  v.  Smith, 
3  L.  D.J  526. 

It  is  therefore  necessary  to  examine  the  claims  of  the  several  appli- 
cants to  determine  what  rights,  if  any,  to  the  tracts  in  controversy  sub- 
sisted at  the  date  of  the  entry. 

.  As  to  the  claim  of  Huntress,  it  appears  that  Angus  McDonald  filed  a 
contest  against  the  claim  of  the  State  to  the  NE.  i  of  the  SB.  ^  of  Sec 
30,  May  17, 1886,  and  upon  the  testimony  taken  at  a  hearing  had 
thereon  the  Commissioner,  on  March  11, 1887,  canceled  said  selection, 
which  was  affirmed  by  the  Department  on  March  2, 1889,  on  the  appeal 
of  the  State. 

On  March  11,  1887,  McDonald  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
ment for  said  tract,  alleging  settlement  August  20, 1884,  and  on  May  5, 
1887,  Huntress,  a  claimant  under  the  State,  applied  to  contest  said 
filing,  alleging  that  it  was  made  for  speculative  purposes.  On  Decem- 
ber 5, 1888,  McDonald  relinquished  said  filing,  which  Huntress  con- 
tends was  by  reason  of  his  contest,  and  it  is  upon  this  action  that  Hunt- 
ress bases  his  claim  to  a  preferred  right  of  entry. 

Conceding  that  the  cancellation  of  the  State's  selection  was  the  result 
of  the  contest  of  McDonald,  and  that  by  reason  thereof  he  was  entitled 
to  the  preference  right  to  enter  said  tract,  or  that  he  had  the  prior 
claim  to  the  land  after  cancellation  by  virtue  of  his  settlement  and 
filing,  I  do  not  see  how  that  would  have  secured  to  Huntress  a  prefer- 
ence right  by  reason  of  his  contest  against  McDonald. 
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The  pre-emption  61ing  of  McDonald,  even  if  it  had  been  legal,  was 
not  in  the  way  of  Ilantress,  w  ho  was  as  mach  entitled  to  place  a  filing 
of  record  as  McDonald.  The  rale  is  welf  settled  by  nnnieroas  decisions 
of  the  Department  that  a  pre-emption  filing  is  not  ordinarily  subject  to 
contest  prior  to  the  offering  of  final  proof,  and  an  application  to  contest 
a  mere  filing  does  not  confer  any  right  or  equity  to  the  land  after  such 
filing  has  been  canceled.  Sprague  v.  Bobinson,  1  L.  D.,  469 ;  Percival 
V,  Doheney,  4  L.  D.,  134 ;  Bailey  v,  Townsend,  5  L.  D.,  176 ;  Peterson 
V.  Ward,  9  L.  D.,  92. 

It  must  follow  that  the  application  of  Huntress  to  contest  the  filing 
of  McDonald  conferred  upon  him  no  right  or  claim  to  the  tract  that  was 
defeated  or  in  any  wise  impaired  by  the  allowance  of  said  entry. 

On  October  12, 1888,  Frank  P.  Harrington  applied  to  contest  the 
claim  of  the  State  to  said  NE.  4  of  the  SE.  ^  of  Sec.  30,  and  to  enter 
said  tract.  This  application  was  refused  by  the  local  ofiQcers,  and  their 
action  was  sustained  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
December  14, 1888.  No  appeal  was  taken  from  this  decision,  and  Har- 
riogton  is  not  a  party  to  this  record. 

On  November  19, 1888,  Morris  Thomas  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against 
the  entry  of  Margaret  Spence,  alleging  (1)  that  at  the  time  said  entry 
was  allowed,  the  land  was  embraced  in  a  selection  by  the  State  of  Min- 
nesota, nn<1er  the  swamp  laud  grant ;  and  (2)  that  with  respect  to  a  por- 
tion of  said  land  it  was  allowed  in  total  disregard  of  other  subsisting 
rights. 

No  prior  right  or  claim  to  the  land  is  alleged  by  Thomas,  or  shown 
by  the  record,  and  if  said  entry  was  allowed  without  regard  to  the  sub- 
sisting rights  of  others,  Thomas  could  not  take  exception  thereto,  with- 
out showing  that  his  own  right  or  claim  had  been  disregarded.  His 
contest  is  therefore  controlle<l  by  the  principle  heretofore  stated — to  wit : 
that  when  an  entry  has  been  improperly  or  ilJogally  allowed  because  of 
a  prior  entry  or  other  appropriation  of  the  land,  it  may  be  allowed  to 
stand,  aftec'  the  removal  of  such  prior  entry  or  appropriation,  if  it  will 
not  defeat  or  affect  subsisting  rights. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  contests  of  Moody,  Smith,  and  Frank 
L.  Thomas,  none  of  whom  have  alleged  or  shown  any  prior  right  or 
claim  to  the  land,  and  who  are  contesting  upon  substantially  the  same 
grounds  as  those  alleged  in  the  contest  of  Morris  Thomas. 

The  decision  of  your  office,  sustaining  the  entry  of  Spence,  is  af- 
firmed. 
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CONTEST— JOINT  OPINION  OF  LOCAL  OFFICERS. 

Anderson  v.  Morrison. 

If,  by  inadvertenoe,  either  the  rejj^ister  or  reoeiver  should  fail  to  sijicii  an  opioioa  that  is 
really  the  opinion  of  both,  snch  failure  does  not  warrant  the  reversal  of  the  jads- 
ment ;  and  in  such  case  the  name  omitted,  at  any  time  before  the  record  ia  trana- 
mitted,  may  be  subscribed  to  such  opinion  nunc  pro  tune. 

First  Assiatant  Secretary  Chandler*  to  the  Commissioner  of  tJie  Qeneral 

Land  Office,  June  20,  1891. 

Ezra  W.  Morrison  made  homestead  entry  No.  4250,  on  March  19, 
1886,  upon  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  12,  T.  26  S.,  R.  25  E.,  Visalia,  Crfifornia. 

On  Aogust  11, 1887,  James  E.  Anderson  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest 
against  the  entry,  charging  abandonment. 

Hearing  was  duly  had,  and  the  register  and  receiver  on  Jannary  27, 
1888,  dismissed  the  contest,  and  on  appeal  you,  by  yonr  decision  of 
January  6,  1890,  affirmed  that  judgment. 

Contestant  again  appeals. 

The  facts  are  substantially  set  forth  in  the  decision  appealed  from. 
Glaimantdid  not  testify ;  three  witnesses  gave  testimony  for  contestant; 
the  evidence  of  two  of  them  is  of  a  negative  character,  and  not  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  cancellation  of  the  entry ;  that  of  the  third  is  favorable 
to  claimant.  The  allegation  of  abandonment  was  not  sustained,  and 
the  contest  was  properly  dismissed.  The  testimony,  as  a  whole,  dem- 
onstrates the  wisdom  and  importance  of  observing  the  initiatory  steps 
required  in  Bule  3  of  Practice,  that  *<  the  affidavit  of  the  contestant 
must  be  accompauied-by  the  affidavits  of  one  or  more  witnesses."  The 
local  officers  ignored  this  rule. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  opinion  of  the  local  office  was  changed  and 
mutilated  after  the  appeal  therefrom  was  taken.  The  appeal  assigned, 
as  one  of  the  errors,  the  alleged  fact  that  the  register  alone  signed  the 
opinion. 

When  the  appeal  reached  your  office,  the  names  of  both  register  and 
receiver  were  found  duly  subscribed  thereto. 

It  is  again  insisted  that,  when  the  api>eal  was  first  taken,  the  reg- 
ister's name  alone  was  subscribed  to  the  opinion,  and  that  if  the  re- 
ceiver's name  now  appears  thereon,  it  was  placed  there  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  contestant  or  his  attorney,  and  without  notice. 
In  support  of  this  statement,  the  affidavits  of  contestant  and  his  at- 
torney (E.  T.  Gooper)  are  filed  in  the  record. 

The  judgment  against  an  unsuccessful  litigant  is  always  supposed  to 
be  '^  without  his  consent." 

Eule  of  Practice  51  directs  the  register  and  receiver  upon  the  termi- 
nation of  a  contest  to  render  a  joint  opinion  in  the  case,  and  Bale  4S 
provides  that  in  case  of  failure  to  api>eal  from  the  decision  of  the  local 
officers,  their  decisiou  wJUU  be  considered  final  as  to  the  facts  in  the 
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case,  and  will  uot  be  disturbed  by  the  OommissiODer,  except  in  four 
uasen  there  stated,  the  third  being  <^  lu  event  of  disagre  eing  decisions 
by  the  local  officers.'' 

It  is  clearly  the  daty  of  both  register  and  receiver  to  render  an  opinion ; 
if  they  agree,  it  is  a  ^' joint  opinion,"  and  should  be  signed  by  both ;  if 
they  disagree,  there  should  be  separate  opinions,  when  yon  will  de- 
termine and  pass  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  from  the  record  before 
you.  If,  by  inadvertence,  either  the  register  or  receiver  should  fail  to 
sign  an  opinion  that  was  really  the  opinion  of  both,  it  would  be  no  suffi- 
cient reason  for  reversing  the  judgment,  and  in  such  case  the  name 
omitted  might  at  any  time,  before  the  record  is  transmitted  to  your 
office,  be  subscribed  to  the  opinion,  nunc  pro  tuno* 

The  judgment  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


order  op  cancellation-application. 
Coder  v.  Lotridge. 

The  cancellation  of  an  entry  by  order  of  the  General  Land  O  ffice  takes  effect  as  of  the 
date  when  said  order  is  made ;  and  the  fact  that  such  order  is  not  formally  exe- 
cuted in  the  local  office^  will  not  operate  to  defeat  an  application  to  enter  filed 
subsequently  to  the  date  of  said  order. 

An  application  to  enter  is  equivalent  to  an  actual  entry  so  far  as  the  rights  of  the 
applicant  are  concerned,  and  while  pending  reserves  the  land  from  any  other 
disposition. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  June  17,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Samuel  K  Coder  v.  Jacob  Lotridge, 
upou  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  year  office  decision  reversing  the 
judgment  of  the  register  and  receiver,  and  holding  the  entry  of  Coder 
intact  and  the  tiling  of  Lotridge  for  cancellation,  for  the  NW.  J  of  Sec. 
9,  T.  7  S.,  K.  22  W.,  Kirwin  land  district,  Kansas. 

The  record  shows  that  on  the  29th  of  June,  1878,  Judson  W.  More* 
house  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the  laud  in  question,  which  was 
canceled  by  decision  of  your  office  on  the  19th  of  September,  1882,  for 
non  compliance  with  the  law. 

The  land  remaining  vacant,  and  unimproved  un  til  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1884,  Samuel  N.  Coder,  on  that  date,  applied  to  make  timber  cul- 
ture entry  for  the  same,  but  was  iuformed  by  the  local  officers  that  the 
entry  of  Morehouse  was  still  in  force,  and  a  bar  to  his  entry.  He  then 
instituted  contest  against  the  Morehouse  entry,  which  was  decided  in 
his  favor. 

.  This  decision,  and  the  papers  in  the  case,  including  Coder's  affidavit 
and  application  to  make  entry  for  the  land,  were  transmitted  to  your 
office  by  the  register  on  the  11th  of  August,  1884,  and  on  the  dOth  of 
September,  188G,  your  office  rendered  decision,  dismissing  Coder's  con- 
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test,  OQ  the  ground  that  previous  to  its  initiation  the  entry  of  More- 
house had  been  canceled,  and  consequently  there  was  nothingfor  him  to 
contest.  Upon  appeal  by  Coder  to  this  Department,  your  office  decision 
was  affirmed  on  the  5th  of  September,  1888. 

Upon  receiving  information  of  said  decision  of  September  30, 1886, 
Coder  not  only  appealed  therefrom,  but  he  also  made  a  new  application 
to  make  entry  for  the  land.  This  he  was  permitted  to  do,  on  the  5th 
of  October,  1886.  On  the  same  day,  Lotridge,  the  plaintiff  herein, 
filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  land,  alleging  settlement  July  27,  of 
that  year. 

In  March,  1887,  Lotridge  published  notice  that  on  the  25th  of  April, 
following,  he  would  apply  to  make  final  proof.  He  did  so,  Coder  ap- 
pearing and  protesting,  claiming  a  superior  right  under  his  application 
of  1884. 

After  hearing  the  contest,  the  register  and  receiver,  on  the  18th  of 
May,  1 887,  decided  in  favor  of  Lotridge,  holding  that  Coder,  by  his  entry 
of  1886,  had  waived  his  right  under  his  application  of  1884,  and  that 
Lotridge  having  made  settlement  prior  to  Coder's  application  of  1886, 
had  the  better  right. 

From  that  judgment  Coder  appealed  to  your  office,  and  on  the  23rd  of 
September,  1889,  you  gave  judgment  reversing  the  decision  appealed 
from,  holding  Coder's  entry  intact,  and  Lotridge's  proof  for  rejection 
and  his  filing  for  cancellation. 

The  appeal  under  consideration  is  by  Lotridge  from  your  decision. 

The  fact  that  your  office  letter  of  September  19, 1882,  which  directed 
the  cancellation  of  the  entry  of  Morehouse,  was  not  received  at  the 
local  office  until  September  20,  1886,  and  that  the  entry  was  not  can- 
celed in  that  office  until  October  4,  1886,  as  certified  to  by  the  register, 
seems  to  have  occasioned  all  the  trouble  and  confusion  in  this  case.  No 
explanation  is  £:iven  for  the  lapse  of  four  years  between  the  rendering 
of  the  decision  by  your  office,  and  the  entering  of  it  in  the  local  office. 
While  this  circumstance  has  occasioned  expense  and  inconvenience  to 
parties  and  litigants,  it  can  not  change  the  rule,  that  the  cancellation 
of  an  entry  by  onler  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
takes  effect  as  of  the  date  when  the  decision  is  made.  Anderson  v. 
N^orthern  Pacific  B.  R.  Co.  et  al  (7  L.  D.,  163) ;  Dahlstrom  v.  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  By.  Co.  ;12  L.  D.,  59). 

Had  the  entry  of  Coder  been  allowed  on  the  5th  of  January,  1884, 
when  he  sought  to  make  it,  no  question  of  priority  as  between  him  and 
Lotridge  could  have  been  raised.  The  fact  that  his  application  was  re- 
jected by  the  register  and  receiver,  cannot  deprive  him  of  his  rights 
under  it,  as  it  was  held  in  Goodale  v,  Olney  (12  L.  D.  324),  that  an  appli- 
cation to  enter  is  equivalent  to  an  actual  entry,  so  far  as  the  rights  of 
the  applicant  are  concerned,  and  while  pending,  reserves  the  land  from 
any  other  disposition. 

Having  given  the  facts  with  sufficient  fullness,  and  stated  the  law 
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applicable  to  the  case,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  decision  appealed 
from  is  affirmed. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that. from  the  papers  transmitted  by  yon,  I 
learn  that  dnrtng  the  pendency  of  this  appeal,  a  contest  has  been  in- 
itiated by  Lotridge  against  Coder's  entry,  alleging  non  compliance  with 
the  timber  cnltare  law,  and  that  the  register  and  receiver  have  heard 
the  same,  and  have  foand  in  favor  of  Lotridge  and  against  Coder. 
Nothing  in  relation  to  that  subject  is  before  me  for  consideration  or  de- 
cision, and  I  therefore  content  myself  with  calling  year  attention  to 
sach  papers  in  the  case. 


HOMESTEAD  KN^TRY— RKSIDEN^CBJ-COMMUTATION. 

Samuel  J.  Batnes. 

One  who  relinqnishes  a  portion  of  the  land  covered  by  his  pre-emption  filing  and 
makes  homestead  entry  of  the  remainder,  toge  ther  with  another  tract,  is  not  en- 
titled to  claim  residence  on  the  latter  except  fro  m  the  date  of  his  entry,  in  the 
absence  of  proof  showing  actaal  residence  thereon  prior  to  that  date. 

A  homestead  entry  of  lands  thns  taken  may  be  commuted  in  its  entirety  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period  of  residence  required  in  snoh  cases;  but  final  entry  under 
section  2;^!,  R.  S.,  can  not  be  allowed  until  the  entryman  can  show  five  years 
residence  oh  the  entire  tract. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  June  17,  1891. 

This  appeal  is  filed  by  Samael  J.  Haynes  from  the  decision  of  year 
office  of  March  11, 1890,  affirming  the  action  of  the  local  officers  requir- 
ing said  Haynes  to  pay  the  sam  of  $400  on  his  homestead  entry,  made 
February  1, 1887,  for  the  N.  i  of  the  SB.  J  and  the  S.  i  of  the  NE.  J  of 
Sec.  20,  T.  15  K,  B.  55  W.,  Sidney,  Nebraska,  commuted  to  cash  Jan- 
uary 31, 1890. 

The  record  presents  the  following  facts: 

Haynes  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the  SE.  ^  of  said 
section  20,  June  30,  1884,  and  established  his  residence  upon  the  tract 
immediately;  that  after  occupying  said  tract  for  more  than  two  years, 
his  house  and  improvements  being  on  the  north  half,  he  found  that  a 
homestead  entry  had  been  made  on  the  south  half  of  said  quarter,  which 
conflicted  with  his  pre-emption  filing,  whereupon  he  abandoned  said 
claim  under  his  pre-emption  filing,  and  made  homestead  entry  February 
1,  1887,  of  the  N.  i  of  the  SE.  4  (which  had  formerly  been  embraced  in 
his  pre-emption  filing)  and  the  S.  i  of  the  NE.  ^  of  said  section,  and 
made  final  proof  in  support  of  said  claim  January  30, 1890,  in  which  he 
stated  that  he  first  made  settlement  upon  the  tract  in  1884. 

When  he  appeared  at  the  local  office  to  make  his  proof,  the  local 
officers,  having  knowledge  of  the  facts  above  stated,  informed  him  that 
he  could  make  final  homestead  proof  on  the  eighty  acres  in  the  SE.  | 
that  had  been  embraced  in  his  pre-emption  filing,  or  commutation 
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proof  on  the  ODe  haDdred  and  sixty  acres,  or  wait  nntil  he  had  com- 
pleted his  five  years'  residence  on  the  entire  tract,  and  then  make  final 
hoinesti'ad  proof  for  the  one  hnndred  and  sixty  acres.  They  state  that 
he  said  that  he  would  not  give  up  the  eighty  acres,  and  would  rather 
pay  the  $400  to  commute  his  entry,  and  thereupon  he  made  his  final 
proof,  and  his  entry  was  allowed  upon  the  payment  of  $400,  the  cash 
price  of  said  land. 

He  api)ealed  from  said  decision,  contending  that  he  was  entitled  to 
make  entry  upon  said  i)roof  for  the  entire  one  hnndred  and  sixty  acres, 
simply  upon  payment  of  the  fees  and  commissions,  and  was  not  bound 
to  pay  government  price  therefor,  as  required  in  making  commutation 
cash  entry.  He  therefore  asked  that  the  de  cision  of  the  local  officers, 
requiring  him  to  pay  $400,  be  reversed,  and  that  repayment  of  said 
sum  be  allowed.  With  said  appeal  he  submitted  a  statement  of  fact 
substantially  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  findings. 

You  dismissed  said  ap|)eal,  placing  your  decision  mainly  upon  the 
ground  thai  he  made  no  objection  to  paying  the  purchase  money  at  the 
time  of  making  his  final  proof  and  did  not  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  local  ofiicers  requiring  said  payment;  that  by  commuting  his  entry, 
he  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  the  local  officers. 

Subsequently,  he  filed  a  motion  for  review  of  your  decision,  stating 
that  it  was  rendered  on  a  misapprehension  of  the  facts,  in  this,  that 
your  office  did  not  decide  the  question  as  to  whether  he  was  entitled 
to  make  final  homestead  entry  without  payment  for  the  land  upon  the 
residence  and  culiivatiop  shown  by  his  proof,  which  was  the  only  ques- 
tion presented  by  his  appeal,  and  that  his  appeal  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  protest  against  said  action.  He  further  stated  that  the  money  was 
paid  under  protest  and  under  circumstances  that  led  him  to  believe  that 
it  would  be  returned  to  him,  if  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  should 
be  reversed. 

Yon  refused  to  review  your  decision,  and  he  appealed  to  the  Depart- 
ment, alleging  error,  substantially,  upon  the  same  grounds  as  were  set 
forth  in  his  motion  for  review,  to  wit:  that  the  issue  made  by  his  ap- 
peal was  whether,  under  the  facts  shown  by  his  final  proof,  he  was  en- 
titled to  make  final  homestead  entry  of  the  land  upon  payment  of  fees 
and  commissions  under  section  2291  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  or  whether 
he  could  only  make  entry  upon  such  proof  under  sei^tion  2301. 

Conceding  that  this  was  the  true  issue  presented  by  his  appeal,  and 
that  he  has  lost  no  right  by  making  commutation  entry,  instead  of  ap- 
pealing from  the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  I  see  no  error  in  their  de- 
cision refusing  to  allow  any  but  commutation  cash  entry  to  be  made 
under  said  proof. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record  showing  that  he  settled  upon  the  S.  i 
of  the  NB.  ^  of  said  section  prior  to  February  I,  1887,  except  the  pre- 
sumption arising  in  all  cases  that  settlement  extends  to  every  part  of 
the  tract  embraced  in  the  entry,  and  as  he  was  a  settler  on  the  north 
half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  section  from  1884,  he  contends  that 
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his  settlement  and  residence  sis  to  the  entire  tract  embraced  in  his 
homestead  entry  should  be  considered  as  having  commenced  at  that 
date.  Bat  it  is  shown  from  his  own  statement,  which  is  a  part  of  the 
record,  that  up  to  February  1, 1887,  his  residence  and  settlement,  both 
actaal  and  presamptive,  were  confined  to  the  technical  quarter  section 
embraced  in  his  preemption  filing,  and  as  there  was  no  proof  of  actaal 
settlement  upon  the  S.  i  of  the  NB.  I  of  the  section,  his  settlement  as 
to  that  part  of  the  tract  embraced  in  his  homestead  entry  did  not  com- 
mence until  it  was  actually  entered. 

At  the  date  when  he  offered  to  make  final  proof,  he  was  entitled  to 
make  final  homestead  entry  of  the  eighty  acres  in  the  SE.  ^  of  the 
section  by  relinquishing  the  other  eighty  acres  and  paying  the  fees  and 
commissions,  bnt  he  could  not  at  that  date  enter  the  entire  tract,  ex- 
cept by  making  commutation  cash  entry  undi^r  section  2301  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  for  the  reason  that  the  proof  does  not  show  that  he 
had  settled  upon  it  for  the  period  of  five  years,  and  there  was  no  error 
in  requiring  him  to  pay  the  commutation  cash  price  as  prerequisite  to 
entry. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


PRACTICE-RKVIKW— APPKAL-FrWAL  PROOF-PRE-EMPTION. 

Bennett  v.  Cravens. 

On  a  motion  for  review  pending  before  the  Commiasio  ner  it  is  within  his  diHcretiou 
to  waive  the  requirement  of  an  affidavit,  on  the  part  of  the  applicant,  that  the 
motion  is  made  in  good  faith  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  delay. 

The  CommisHioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  no  jurisdiction  to  consider  a  motion 
to  dismiss  an  appeal  taken  from  the  decision  of  his  office. 

In  computing  the  time  allowed  for  appeal,  the  period  covered  by  an  intervening 
motion  for  review  should  be  excluded. 

A  motion  fur  review  and  reheariug  based  on  alleged  newly  discovered  evidence  may 
be  entertained  though  not  filed  within  thirty  days  from  notice  of  the  decision. 

Pre-emption  final  proof,  satisfactory  in  all  respects,  but  rejected  on  account  of  the 
suspension  of  the  township  plat,  may  be  accepted,  on  the  execution  of  new  final 
affidavit,  when  such  order  of  suspension  is  revoked. 

One  who  enters  upon  public  land  for  purposes  of  trade  and  business,  and  makes  such 
use  of  said  land,  is  not  qualified  to  take  the  same  under  the  pre-emption  law. 

The  Department  will  consider  testimony  in  relation  to  transactions  subsequent  to  the 
submission  of  final  proof,  when  the  same  tends  to  throw  light  on  the  intentions 
of  the  claimant  prior  to  that  date,  but  such  evidence,  in  order  to  prevent  con- 
summation of  title,  must  be  clear  and  convincing. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office,  June  22, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  George  Bennett  v.  Elisha  B.  Cravens 
involving  the  title  to  lots  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5,  Sec.  9,  T.  6  S.,  R.  39,  Glen- 
wood  Spriihgs,  Colorado. 
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By  judgment  of  May  13,  1889,  yoar  office  reversed  the  register 
and  receiver,  rejected  the  claim  of  Oravens,  held  his  declaratory 
statement  for  said  land  for  cancellation  and  allowed  the  right  of  ap- 
peal. On  June  14, 1889,  he  filed  a  motion  for  review  of  said  decision 
which  was  not*  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of  good  faith  as  required  by 
rule  78  of  the  rules  of  practice. 

In  the  exercise  of  your  official  discretion  you  waived  the  rule  of 
practice  in  question,  and  considered  said  motion.  The  case  was  wholly 
within  your  jurisdiction,  and  it  is  not  apparent  that  any  injustice  was 
the  result  of  your  action,  or  that  said  action  was  not  within  the  limits 
of  your  discretionary  power.    Jolly  Cobbler  Lode  (3  L.  D.,  321). 

By  your  decision  of  August  10, 1889,  yon  recalled  office  decision  of 
May  13,  1889,  and  affirmed  that  of  the  register  and  receiver,  dismissed 
the  api>eal  of  Bennett,  and  awarded  the  land  to  Cnivens. 

On  September  23,  1889,  the  contestant  filed  a  motion  for  a  reconsid- 
erntion,  rehearing  and  review  of  said  decision,  based  in  part  on  what 
W21S  alleged  to  be  newly  discovered  evidence.  On  December  30,  1889, 
ut)on  the  consideration  of  said  motion,  it  was  denied. 

January  11,  1890,  Bennett  by  his  local  attorney  took  an  appeal  from 
the  decisions  of  August  10,  and  September  30, 1889,  and  on  February 
18,  1890,  Cravens'  attorney  filed  a  notice  to  dismiss  said  appeal.  March 
22, 1890,  your  office  considered  this  motion  and  overruled  the  same. 
As  an  appeal  had  been  taken  from  your  decision  you  ceased  to  have 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject  matter  and  your  further  consideration 
thereof  was  unauthorized.  Sapp  v.  Anderson  (9  L.  D.,  165).  The 
ground  of  said  motion  is,  in  substance,  that  the  ^itppeal  was  not  filed  in 
time,  and  in  support  thereof  it  is  contended  that  the  motion  for  a  review 
and  rehearing  filed  by  Bennett,  September  23,  1889,  was  a  proceeding 
not  recognized  or  authorized  by  the  rules  of  practice,  and  that  the  time 
which  elapsed  between  the  filing  of  said  motion,  September  23,  and  the 
date  of  your  decision  December  30, 1889,  could  not  be  excluded  in  com- 
puting the  time  allowed  for  appeal. 

I  do  not  assent  to  this  reasoning.  The  motion  for  the  rehearing  was 
predicated  upon  the  ground  o£  newly  discovered  evidence,  hence  your 
office  could  properly  consider  the  same,  although  not  filed  within  thirty- 
days  from  date  of  decision.  Sheldon  v,  Warren  (9  L.  D.,  668),  and  Rule 
of  Practice  77.  This  being  the  case,  I  do  not  consider  it  essential  at 
this  time,  to  discuss  the  point  raised  by  counsel  for  Oravens,  that  the 
Commissioner  has  no  authority  to  entertain  a  motion  for  a  re-review. 

The  appeal  of  Bennett  from  the  decision  of  August  10, 1889,  was  filed 
within  the  rule,  excluding  the  time  between  September  23,  and  Decem- 
ber 30,  1889,  and  the  case  should  be  disposed  of  upon  its  merits.  So 
considering  the  case,  I  find  that  the  record  shows  that  the  township 
]>lat  was  filed  in  the  local  office  May  25, 1885,  and  Elisha  B.  Cravens 
filed  preemption  declaratory  statement  for  lots  2,  3,  4  and  5,  Sec 9, 
T.  6  S.,  B.  89  W.,  May  26,  1885,  alleging  settlement  Ma;r  15,  1884. 
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George  Bennett  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  lots  1, 2, 3 
and  4,  section  9,  said  township  and  range,  June  15, 1885,  alleging  set- 
tlement thereon  October  2,  1884. 

John  W.  Dollison  filed  pre  emption  declaratory  statement  for  lot  2, 
and  other  land  in  section  9,  same  township  and  range  May  27, 1885, 
alleging  settlement  thereon  May  1, 1885,  and  Charles  Powell  filed  pre- 
emption declaratory  statement  for  lots  2  and  3  and  other  land  in  sec- 
tion 9,  said  township  and  range,  Jnne  1,  1885,  alleging  settlement  Oc- 
tober 15, 1883.  This  filing  was  relinquished  and  canceled  March  17, 
1886.    It  will  thus  be  seen  that  lots  2,  3  and  4,  are  in  controversy. 

On  July  14, 1885,  Cravens  gave  due  notice  by  publication,  of  his  inten- 
tion to  make  final  proof  for  the  land  claimed  by  him,  before  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  on  August  29, 1885.  During  the  period  of  publication 
of  said  notice,  viz.,  on  August  17,  1885,  your  office  instructed  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  to  suspend  all  entries  and  disposal  of  public  land  in 
said  township  on  account  of  alleged  erroneous  survey.  This  order  was 
received  by  them  on  August  25,  1885. 

On  the  day  designated  for  submitting  his  final  proof  Cravens  ap- 
peared at  the  local  office  with  two  of  his  advertised  witnesses,  Wm. 
Gristy  and  D.  E.  Baldwin,  and  submitted  said  proof,  which  was  done 
in  order  to  preserve  any  rights  that  Cravens  might  have  in  the 
premises.  The  payment  for  the  land  was  tendered,  also  the  fees  for 
reducing  the  testimony  to  writing.  The  fees  were  accepted  by  the  re- 
ceiver, but  the  tender  of  the  purchase  money  was  declined,  and  the 
final  proof  rejected  by  the  local  officers  on  account  of  the  instructions 
contained  in  your  office  letter  of  August  17, 1885.  No  other  reason  was 
assigned  for  rejecting  the  proof  or  declining  to  receive  the  purchase 
money. 

The  proof  shows  that  Cravens  was  a  duly  qualified  pre-emptor  and 
had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  the  matter  of  resi- 
dence and  improvements,  and  so  far  as  the  record  shows,  the  final  entry 
should  have  been  allowed  had  it  not  been  for  your  said  orders,  or  the 
existence  of  some  adverse  claim,  which  rendered  necessary  an  investi- 
gation to  determine  the  rights  of  the  opposing  parties. 

The  proof  appears  regular  on  its  face.  The  register  before  whom  it 
was  taken,  certifies  that  each  witness  was  a  person  of  respectability 
and  that  the  testimony  of  each  was  read  to  him  before  being  subscribed. 
He  also  certified  that  each  question  and  answer  in  the  claimant's  testi- 
mony was  read  to  him  before  being  subscribed.  At  the  hearing  in  the 
case  testimony  was  introduced  by  the  attorney  for  Bennett  (who  was 
the  register  at  the  time  the  proof  was  taken)  to  the  effect  that  said 
proof  was  not  taken  in  the  regular  way,  that  the  witnesses  were  not 
sworn  before  the  questions  were  asked.  On  this  point,  however,  I 
think  the  preponderance  of  evidence  slhiW"*  that  the  proof  was  regu- 
larly taken,  and  it  is  but  just  to  assume,  in  the  absence  of  satisfactory 
evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  the  sworn  officer  of  the  government  did 
his  duty  and  that  his  certificates,  made  as  such  officer,  were  true. 
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It  is  contended  that  the  proof  of  Oravens  is  illegal  and  void  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  taken  at  the  time  the  order  saspeoding  entries  in  the 
township  was  in  force. 

By  order  from  yonr  office  dated  May  3, 1887,  the  plat  of  T.  6  S.,  R.  89 
W.,  was  ordered  to  be  re-instated  in  the  local  office,  and  it  was  re- 
instated June  15,  1887. 

On  May  17, 1887,  the  local  officers  transmitted  a  petition  by  Cravens 
asking  that  a  hearing  be  ordered  between  the  various  claimants  to  the 
lands  with  notice  to  all,  and  asking  that  the  proofs  submitted  and  on 
file  in  the  local  office  be  received  without  further  publication  of  notice 
of  intention  to  make  proof. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  local  officers,  your  oMce  on  May  28,  1887, 
issued  instructions,  a  portion  of  which  were  as  follows : 

Yon  state  that  on  Jnly  14,  1885,  Elisha  B.  Cravens  published  his  intention  to  make 
final  proof  as  a  pro-emptor  on  August  39,  following,  which  being  taken  in  pursuance 
thereof,  entry  was  refused  on  account  of  the  suspension  in  question.  At  the  time  of 
taking  fina)  proof  several  partiesappeared  to  contest  but  all  proceedings  were  stayed. 
Yon  inquire  if  you  shall  call  upon  Cravens  for  new  publication  and  proof  and  in  this 
event  will  six  months  prior  to  date  be  required.  Further,  you  state  that  several 
similar  cases  are  now  pending. 

Yon  are  advised  that  should  it  be  the  fact  that  the  proof  of  a  pre-emptor  offered 
under  circumstances  described,  be  satisfactory  to  yon  in  all  regards,  the  fact  that 
the  township  wsjb  temporarily  withdrawn  from  disposition  at  date  thereof,  should 
not  preclude  its  acceptance,  the  withdrawal  being  now  revoked,  upon  the  filing  of 
the  new  pre-emption  affidavit  covering  entry. 

In  my  opinion  these  instructions  were  just  and  proper.  As  betweeu 
the  government  and  the  claimant  there  is  no  reason  why  a  further 
proof  should  be  required,  if  the  proof  submitted  is  regu  lar,  and  in  con- 
formity to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Department. 

The  parties  to  this  record  had  filed  their  claims,  and  have  been 
allowed  full  opportunity  to  maintain  their  rights;  the  status  of  the 
proof  had  in  no  way  interfered  with  their  rights). 

At  the  time  Cravens  submitted  his  final  proof,  Bennett,  Dollison  and 
Powell  appeared  and  filed  objection  to  the  same,  but  owing  to  the  sus- 
pension of  the  township  no  hearing  took  place  at  that  time,  but  under 
the  instructions  from  yonr  office  dated  May  28,  1887,  a  hearing  was 
ordered  between  all  parti<'s  in  interest.  Powell  and  Dollison  made 
default,  but  Bennett  appeared  at  the  trial  which  extended  over  a  period 
of  nearly  one  year,  daring  which  time  a  vast  amount  of  testimony  was 
taken,  much  of  it  irrelevant,  and  most  of  it  coniiictiug  to  an  unusual 
degree. 

The  evidence  clearly  shows  that  the  contestant  Bennett,  entered  ui)od 
the  land  on  October  2, 1884,  and  erected  his  saw  mill  thereon  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  doing  business,  that  of  sawing  lumber  and  selling  the 
same.  According  to  his  own  statement  at  the  time  he  went  upon  the 
land,  he  hail  no  intention  of  claiming  the  same  under  the  preemption 
law  for  agricultural  purposes.    Should  Oravens  claim  berejected^Ben- 
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Dett  cau  not  be  regarded  as  a  qualified  pre-emptor,  as  he  entered  npon 
the  land  forbasiness  purposes  only,  and  has  used  the  the  limited  tract 
in  his  possession  for  that  purpose.  Fouts  «.  Thompson  (6  L.  D.,  332) 
and  (10  L.  D.,  649). 

The  evidence  shows  that  Cravens  was  a  qualified  pre-emptor,  that  he 
settled  on  the  land  as  alleged  and  up  to  the  time  of  submitting  his  final 
proof,  had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  as  to  residence 
and  improvements. 

It  is  alleged  however,  that  this  settlement  was  not  made  in  good  faith 
for  his  own  use  and  benefit. 

One  witness  for  the  contestant  J.  0.  Brown,  testified  in  substance 
that  Cravens  settled  upon  the  land  in  dispute  west  of  the  township  of 
Glenwood  Springs  at  the  instance  of  J.  F.  Clement,  the  surveyor  who 
surveyed  the  township,  for  the  benefit  of  one  Whipple,  who,  was  to  pay 
him  $500,  for  holding  said  land  for  a  period  of  six  months  when  he  was 
to  deliver  up  possession  to  Whipple,  he  was  not  however,  to  file  upon 
or  to  make  proof  for  the  same.  Brown  also  testified  he  was  to  hold 
land  on  the  south  of  the  townsite,  on  the  same  terms,  for  the  same 
party.  Both  Brown  and  Cravens  were  at  work  at  the  time  for  Clement 
assisting  him  in  surveying. 

Whipple  died  soon  after,  and  there  is  no  evidence  showing  that  he 
ever  attempted  to  carry  out  the  alleged  agreement. 

Brown,  who  admits  his  enmity  against  Clement,  and  who  states  that 
he  had  a  difllculty  with  Cravens,  but  that  he  has  ''no  personal  ill-will 
against  him,"  is  not  corroborated  on  this  point  by  any  other  witness. 

Cravens  denies  in  the  most  emphatic  manner  the  statement  of  Brown. 
Clement  also  denies  most  positively  the  testimony  of  Brown  on  this 
point. 

Brown  testifies  that  he  held  the  land  settled  upon  by  him  south  of 
the  town  until  some  time  in  July,  1884,  when  he  became  satisfied  that 
Clement  and  Cravens  were  not  the  kind  of  men  he  cared  to  be  asso- 
ciated with,  and  he  abandoned  the  claim.  Notwithstanding  this  state- 
ment, the  evidence  shows  that  on  June  21, 1884,  Cravens  filed  his  notice 
with  the  county  recorder  claiming  such  land  upon  which  Brown  had 
settled,  in  addition  to  his  tract  on  the  west  of  the  town,  and  this  filing 
seems  to  have  been  the  result  of  a  friendly  understanding  between  the 
two.  It  is  also  shown  that  Clement  and  Brown  were  associated  together 
in  business  for  weeks  after  the  time  the  latter  asserts  that  the  former 
was  a  man  with  whom  he  did  not  care  to  be  associated.  But  subse- 
quently a  quarrel  arose  between  them. 

In  your  decision  of  August  10, 1889,  the  testimony  of  Charles  Powell, 
a  witness  for  Bennett,  is  discussed  at  length.  Without  repeating  the 
argument,  I  will  say  that  I  concur  in  the  conclusion,  that  said  evidence 
goes  far  to  establish  the  position  that  the  settlement  of  Cravens  could 
not  have  been  in  the  interest  of  Whipple. 

I  have  given  careful  consideration  to  the  irreconcilable  and  unsatis- 
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factory  testimony  of  Brown,  Cravena  and  Clement,  and  have  endeav- 
ored to  give  due  weight  to  other  testimony  bearing  directly  or  iudi- 
directly  on  the  question  at  issue  between  these  parties.  It  is  tnie  that 
some  incidents  and  facts  considered  separately,  cast  a  suspicion  upon 
the  settlement  of  Cravens,  tbat  the  same  was  not  made  for  his  own  use 
and  benefit.  He  swears  that  it  was.  To  hold  to  the  contrary,  is  to  give 
controlling  weight  to  suspicions  aroused  by  testimony  in  relation  to 
certain  detached  facts  and  transactions.  But  a  settler's  right  to  public 
land  can  not  be  denied  on  suspicion,  and  taking  all  the  evidence  into 
consideration,  I  am  unable  to  reach  the  conclusion  that  the  statements 
of  the  witness  Brown  should  be  tfiken  as  true  as  against  the  positive 
statement  of  Cravens  and  Clement.  Cravens  was  evidently  a  man  of 
intelligence.  He  was  assisting  the  surveyor  in  surveying  the  town,  and 
in  tbat  capacity  he  ascertained  that  there  would  be  fractions  on  the  west 
and  south  of  the  townsite.  As  an  intelligent  man  he  could  not  fail  to 
be  convinced  that  land  immediately  adjoining  a  growing  town  would 
soon  become  valuable,  and  there  is  nothing  more  reasonable  than  that 
he  should  strive  to  secure  that  land  for  his  own  benefit. 

It  appears  that  Whipple  and  Cooper  who  were  alleged  to  be  inter- 
ested in  the  townsite  and  surrounding  lands  are  dead,  and  much  evi- 
dence was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  Cravens  is  seek- 
ing to  enter  the  land  for  the  benefitofClement,  and  also  that  his  counsel 
Taylor  is  interedted  in  the  entry  inasmuch  as  Cravens  is  heavily  in  debt 
to  him  for  money  borrowed,  and  for  professional  services. 

It  is  also  shown  that  since  the  date  of  final  proof  August  29, 1885, 
Clement  has  at  various  time«  acted  as  agent  for  Cravens  and  has  served 
and  befriended  him.  Clement  swears  that  he  never  had  any  interest 
in  the  land  in  question,  neither  in  the  past  nor  at  the  time  of  trial,  and 
that  he  has  been  compensated  by  Cravens  for  services  rendered. 

The  entry  that  Cravens  is  seeking  to  make,  if  allowed,  must  be  based 
upon  the  final  proof  submitted  August  29, 1885. 

That  proof  showed  compliance  with  the  law  sufficient  to  justify  an 
entry.  The  Department  will  consider  testimony  in  relation  to  transac- 
tions subsequent  to  the  date  of  submitting  final  proof  when  the  same  is 
calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  intention  of  the  claimant  prior  to 
said  date,  but  such  evidence  in  order  to  prevent  the  consummation  of 
title,  should  be  clear  and  convincing.  The  evidence  in  this  case  is  not 
of  that  character. 

In  your  office  letter  of  December  30, 1889,  you  discuss  at  length  the 
motion  for  a  rehearing  filed  by  contestant  September  23, 1889,  and 
rejected  the  same.    I  concur  in  your  views  and  action  on  that  motion. 

In  the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  and  in  the  various  decisions  of 
your  office,  numerous  points  were  discussed,  some  of  which  I  have  re- 
ferred to,  but  I  have  not  deemed  it  essential  to  refer  to  them  all. 

The  land  involved  has  become  valuable  from  the  fact  it  adjoins  the 
town  of  Glen  wood  Springs,  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  are  anxious 
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that  a  final  decisioQ  in  the  case  should  be  rendered  in  order  that  needed 
improvements,  in  the  way  of  extension  of  streets,  etc.,  may  be  made, 
hence  at  the  solicitation  of  all  parties  in  interest  the  case  has  been  taken 
up  for  action  out  of  its  regular  order. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  evidence  before  me  is  not  more  con- 
clusive and  satisfactory.  I  have,  however,  given  it  careful  considera- 
tion, and  in  view  of  all  the  facts  i:resented  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
Cravens  should  be  allowed  to  make  payment  and  entry  for  the  land 
upon  the  proof  submitted  by  him. 

In  reaching  this  conclusion,  I  am  influenced  to  a  considerable  extent 
by  the  decision  of  the  local  officers.  The  record  indicates  that  they 
gave  careful  personal  attention  to  the  trial  and  the  examination  of  the 
numerous  witnesses.  They  saw  them  on  the  witness  stand,  and  heard 
the  conflicting  statements,  th(*.y  must  have  been  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  character  and  reputation  of  most  of  those  who  testified.  The 
land  in  controversy  was  under  their  immediate  observation  and  inspec- 
tion. Under  all  the  rules  and  principles  of  law,  those  officers  were  es- 
pecially qualified  to  render  an  intelligent  and  just  decision  in  the  case. 
Kelly  V.  Halvorson  (6  L.  D.,  225) ;  Austin  v.  Thomas  (id.,  330). 

The  decision  of  your  office  sustaining  that  of  the  local  officers  seems 
to  have  been  based  upon  a  thorough  examination  of  the  testimony. 

In  the  case  of  Scott  v.  King  (9  L.  D.,  299),  it  was  said  ^^  the  evidence 
being  conflicting  in  its  character  ami  upon  which  fair  minds  might  rea- 
sonably differ  as  to  the  conclusions  that  should  be  drawn  therefrom, 
and  it  having  been  passed  upon  by  two  tribunals  as  triers  of  the  facts, 
and  each  concurring,  I  do  not  feel  warranted  in  reversing  your  action." 

These  remarks  apply  with  equal  justice  and  force  in  the  case  at  bar. 

Your  decision  of  August  10, 1889,  is,  therefore,  affirmed. 


Brady  v.  Central  Paoepio  R.  R.  Co. 

Motion  for  review  of  the  departmental  decision,  rendered  in  the  case 
above  entitled  November  21,  1890, 11  L.  D.,  463,  denied  by  Acting  Sec- 
retary Chandler,  June  22, 1891. 


OKLAHOMA  LANDS -TOWNSITE  ENTRY— SBTTLRMENT  RIGHTS. 

Guthrie  Townsite  v.  Paine  et  al. 

A  towDsite  entry  oannot  be  allowed  where  it  is  apparent  that  the  applic*tion  is  in 
the  interest  of  a  fraudulent  speculation. 

A  soldier's  declaratory  statement  filed  on  April  22, 1889,  through  an  agent  who  was  in 
the  Territory  prior  to  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  of  said  day  is  illegal  and  void. 

The  entry  of  one  who  is  lawfully  within  said  Territory  prior  to  noon,  April  22,  1889, 
but  takes  advantage  of  his  presence  therein  to  secure  a  settlement  right  in  ad- 
yanoe  of  others,  is  in  violation  of  the  statute  opening  said  lands  to  entry. 
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A  homestead  eDtry  made  witb  speculative  intpnt  to  sell  the  land  to  townsite  occu- 
pants, and  not  to  use  the  same  as  a  home  and  for  agricaltural  purposes,  is  illegal 
and  must  be  canceled ;  and  priority  of  settlement  in  such  case  confers  no  right 
if  such  settlement  is  not  in  good  faith  and  for  the  pnrposes  contemplated  by  law. 

A  townsite  entry  can  not  be  allowed  in  the  interest  of  those  who  entered  said  Terri- 
tory prior  to  the  time  fixed  in  the  P  resident's  proclamation  and  in  violation  of 
the  statute  opening  said  lauds  to  entry. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  June 

22, 1891. 

On  January  13,  1891,  joar  office  rendered  a  decision  involving  tbe 
E.  i  of  section  8,  tbe  W.  ^  of  section  4,  and  section  9,  T.  16  K.,  R.  2 
W.,  Gnthrie,  Oklahooia. 

Yoa  state  tbat  all  conflictiug  claims  to  the  E.  J  of  section  8,  claimed 
as  tbe  townsite  of  Gutbrie,  bave  been  witbdrawu,  and  tbat  a  patent 
for  tbe  same  bas  issii  ed  for  said  townsite.  Hence  no  further  consider- 
ation of  the  claims  to  this  tract,  is  necessary. 

You  rejected  tbe  claim  of  tbe  townsite  of  North  Outhrie  to  the  W.  ^ 
of  section  4,  holding  tbat  tbe  sa^e  was  essentially  a  speculative  scheme 
and  a  fraud,  as  no  municipal  improvements  of  any  kind  bad  been  placed 
upon  tbe  land,  and  no  preparation  of  auy  kind  had  been  made  for  such 
improvements,  and  tbe  members  of  tbe  pretended  town  organization 
and  all  others  interested  in  the  scheme  lived  elsewhere,  and  at  tbe 
bearing  all  parties  admitted  tbat  there  was  not  then  and  never  had  been 
a  siugle  town  lot  occupant  upon  said  laud.  Yon  also  ordered  a  hearing 
to  determine  tbe  rights  of  tbe  respective  agricultural  claimants  to  the 
land. 

Tbe  mayor  of  tbe  so  called  townsite  of  North  Outhrie  appeals  from 
your  decision  so  far  as  it  relates  to  tbe  NW.  }  of  section  4,  and  files  a 
relinquishment  of  tbe  company  to  tbe  S  W.  }  of  said  section  4. 

Your  decision,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  tbe  W.  ^  of  section  4,  is  fully  jus- 
tified by  tbe  facts  as  shown  in  the  record,  and  tbe  same  is  affirmed,  and 
you  will  order  the  hearing  accordingly. 

Tbe  claims  to  section  9  remain  to  be  considered. 

James  H.  Huckleberry,  by  bis  agent,  Mark  G.  Gohn,  filed  soldiers' 
declaratory  statement  for  tbe  N W.  ^  of  said  section,  and  Benton  Turner 
by  the  same  agent,  filed  soldiers'  declaratory  statement  for  the  SW.  ^ 
of  section  9,  soon  after  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  on  April  22, 1889.  Both 
the  local  officers  and  your  office  held  that  said  filings  were  illegal  and 
void  for  the  reason  that  tbe  agent  of  tbe  claimants,  Mark  G.  Gohn,  was 
in  tbe  Territory  of  Oklahoma,  prior  to  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  on  April 
22, 1889.    Appeal  is  taken  by  Huckleberry  and  Turner. 

Your  decision  is  in  accordance  with  tbe  law  and  ruliugs,  and  without 
further  discussing  the  question,  tbe  same  is  affirmed,  and  said  filings 
will  be  canceled. 

Hansom  Payne  made  homestead  entry  for  the  NW.  ^  of  Sec.  9,  on 
April  23, 1889.    Said  Bansom  Payne  was  a  deputy  United  States  mar- 
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shal  duly  appointed  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1889, 
providing  for  the  opening  of  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma  to  settlement, 
and  prior  to  proclamation  of  the  President,  fixing  the  day  for  said  open- 
ing, and  he  entered  said  Territory  prior  to  April  22,  and  was  there  at 
twelve  o'clock  noon  on  that  day,  in  obedience  to  orders  issued  by  his 
superior  officers  and  he  was  there  in  the  discharge  of  his  officia>l  duties. 
Immediately  after  twelve  o'clock  noon  on  April  22,  he  went  upon  the 
land  in  question,  and  commenced  to  dig  a  hole  in  the  ground  for  a  well, 
and  as  soon  as  practicable  appeared  at  the  local  office  and  made  his 
entry.  So  far  as  age,  citizenship,  etc.,  are  concerned  he  was  a  qualified 
homestead  claimant,  and  he  bases  his  claim  upon  his  prior  settlement. 

Your  office  held  his  entry  for  cancellation  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
entered  the  Territory  prior  to  the  time  fixed  in  the  proclamation  of  the 
President,  basing  said  decision  upon  the  decision  of  the  Department  in 
the  case  of  the  townsite  of  Kingfisher  v.  Wood  et  al.  (11  L.  D.,330). 
Payne  ap[>eal8,  and  his  counsel  earnestly  contend  that  their  client  does 
not  come  within  the  terms  of  said  decision,  but  if  it  should  be  held  that 
he  does  come  within  its  terms,  they  ask  that  said  decision  be  modified 
in  so  far  as  it  applies  to  persons  situated  as  Payne  was,  viz.,  lawfully 
within  the  Teriitory  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  at  the  hour 
of  twelve  o'clock  noon,  on  April  22,  1889. 

Neither  Payne  nor  his  counsel  can  deny  that  he  took  advantage  of 
his  presence  in  the  Territory  to  go  upon  this  tract  of  land  before  any 
other  party  could  reach  the  same  from  the  borders  of  the  Territory, 
where  all  law  abiding  citizens  had  baited  in  obedience  to  the  act  of 
Congress  and  the  proclamation  thereunder. 

In  no  act  relating  to  the  public  domain,  is  the  intention  of  Congress 
more  clearly  indicnted  than  in  the  one  under  consideration,  and  that 
intention  was  to  place  all  citizens  and  claimants  on  an  absolute  equality, 
so  far  as  fixing  the  time  when  a  claim  to  land  could  be  asserted,  and 
when  the  initiatory  steps  towards  asserting  such  claim  could  be  taken. 
To  hold  that  deputy  marshals,  trainmen,  and  others  who  happened  to  be 
within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and 
in  the  receipt  of  the  salary  and  emoluments  of  their  position  at  the  mo- 
ment the  lands  were  open  to  settlement,  could  take  advantage  of  that 
fact,  and  in  advance  of  others,  immediately  enter  upon  desirable  tracts 
to  the  exclusion  of  those  who  had  in  obedience  to  law  remained  outride 
of  the  Territory,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  clearly  expressed  intention 
and  spirit  of  the  act.  In  my  opinion  such  an  interpretation  is  too  un- 
just to  be  entertained.  The  facts  in  relation  to  the  opening  of  this 
country  were  known  to  all.  Parties  who  occupied  positions  similar  to 
that  occupied  by  Payne  had  abundant  opportunity  to  qualify  them- 
selves as  claimants  by  withdrawing  from  the  territory  and  placing 
themselves  on  a  par  with  others,  hiid  they  so  desired.  This  Payne  de* 
clined  to  do,  but  sought  to  take  advantage  of  his  position  to  anticipate 
the  arrival  of  any  other  claimants  from  the  point  they  had  occupied  in 
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obedience  to  law.  This  he  can  Dot  be  permitted  to  do  under  the  law. 
Had  Payne  declined  to  make  any  act  of  settlement  until  after  sufficient 
time  had  elapsed  for  those  waiting  on  the  border  to  reach  the  point  in 
controversy,  and  thus  placed  himself  on  a  par  with  other  claimants,  a 
far  different  state  of  facts  would  have  existed,  and  a  different  rule  might 
have  been  applied  in  the  consideration  of  his  claim,  but  under  the 
present  state  of  facts,  there  is  neither  equity  nor  law  on  his  side,  and 
your  decision  canceling  his  entry  is  affirmed. 

Merton  J.  Keys  who  made  application  to  enter  the  SW.  ^  of  Sec.  9, 
as  a  homestead,  basing  his  right  upon  a  settlement  made  a  few  moments 
after  twelve  o'clock  noon,  on  April  22,  was,  like  Payne,  a  deputy  mar- 
shal, and  took  the  same  advantage  of  his  position  and  the  same  rule 
will  govern  in  his  case,  and  your  decision  rejecting  his  application^  is 
affirmed. 

The  townsite  company  of  East  Guthrie  made  application  to  enter  the 
W.  i  of  section  9,  as  a  townsite,  and  Yeeder  B.  Paine  made  application 
to  enter  the  SW.  ^  of  Sec.  9,  as  a  homestead,  and  Zenophon  Fitzgerald 
made  application  to  enter  the  N  W.  ^  of  said  section  9,  as  a  homestead. 

Your  office  rejected  the  application  of  the  company,  and  awarded  the 
land  to  Paiue  and  Fitzgerald,  and  the  townsite  company  appeaL 

Both  Paine  and  Fitzgerald  allege  that  they  left  the  border  line  of 
Oklahoma  Territory  after  twelve  o^clock  noon,  on  April  22, 1889,  and 
that  they  made  settlement  on  their  respective  claims  before  settlement 
was  made  thereon  by  the  townsite  claimants. 

A  great  mass  of  conflicting  testimony  was  taken  on  this  point,  bat 
after  a  careful  cousiderat  ion  of  the  same  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  both 
Paine  and  Fitzgerald  reached  the  respective  tracts  before  any  of  the 
townsite  claimants,  who  entered  the  territory  after  twelve  o'clock  noon, 
had  settled  upon  said  tracts,  and  the  question  arises,  were  these  alleged 
homest  ead  settlements  made  in  good  faith,  for  the  purposes  contem- 
plated in  the  homestead  law,  or  were  they  made  for  speculative  pur- 
poses.   Oounsel  for  the  homestead  claimants  truly  say : 

If  PaiDe  and  Fitzgerald  were  prior  in  time  of  legitimate  settlement  their  right  to 
the  laud  is  beyond  discaHsinn,  and  it  is  idle  to  plead  matter  of  aggravation.  If  they 
were  not  the  first  among  lawful  settlers  they  have  no  right  nnder  thei  r  claims.  This 
is  the  gist  of  tho  case. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  at  length  the  purposes  of  the  homestead 
law,  they  are  too  well  known.  For  nearly  thirty  years,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  thousands  upon  thousands  of  the  best  citizens  of  oar 
laud  have  established  homes  for  themselves  and  their  families  on  the 
public  domain,  have  reclaimed  and  cultivated  millions  of  acres,  and  the 
wealth  and  the  power  of  the  nation  have  been  increased. 

The  object  of  the  law  was  to  procure  the  settlement  and  develop- 
ment of  the  unappropriated  agricultural  lands  of  the  country,  for  this 
reason  not  only  lands  included  within  the  limits  of  an  incorporated 
town,  but  lands  ^'  selected  as  the  site  of  a  dty  or  town  ^  were  e^clvded 
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from  the  operation  of  said  law.  It  is  true  that  iit  namerous  instances 
the  lands  that  were  entered  as  homes  for  agricaltaral  pur}>oses,  have 
become  the  sites  of  large  towns,  but  that  did  not  change  the  fact  that 
the  lauds  were  entered  in  good  faith  under  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

The  uniform  practice  of  the  Land  Department  has  been  to  resist  the 
eftbrts  of  those  who  have  attempted  under  said  act  to  obtain  title  to  the 
public  domain  for  other  than  agricultural  purposes. 

In  the  case  under  consideration  we  find  that  in  the  proclamation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  issued  March  23.  1889,  one  acre  of 
the  N  W.  I  of  Sec.  9,  hJid  been  reserved  for  government  use  and  control, 
and  by  order  of  the  President  dated  March  25,  1^89,  a  land  office  was 
established  at  or  near  Guthrie  which  was  the  railroad  station  located 
on  section  8,  adjoining  the  land  in  dispute. 

Every  intelligent  person  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  for  the  last  half 
century  the  establishment  of  a  United  States  government  land  office 
was  equivalent  to  the  foundation  of  a  town  or  city  of  greater  or  less 
magnitude ;  wherever  a  spot  was  selected  for  a  land  office  that  spot 
became  the  center  of  population,  it  became  a  town,  and  the  land 
ceased  to  be  in  a  condition  where  it  could  be  nsed  for  agriculture,  but 
it  became  valuable  for  townsite  purposes.  Of  all  the  thousands  of 
eager,  active,  and  intelligent  men  who  had  collected  on  the  borders  of 
Oklahoma  prior  to  twelve  o'clock  noon,  on  April  22,  1889,  there  was 
hardly  one  who  was  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  a  government  land  office . 
had  been  established  at  Guthrie,  and  of  the  resulting  fact  that  a  town 
would  be  established  there,  and  already  predictions  of  its  future  great- 
ness as  the  capital  of  the  Territory,  had  been  indulged  in.  The  wait- 
ing crowds  knew  all  these  facts  and  they  knew  that  the  land  in  contro- 
versy must  be  used  for  the  homes,  the  business,  and  the  trade  of  the 
people  who  would  compose  the  population  of  this  coming  town. 

It  is  true  there  had  been  no  reservation  of  the  tract  by  the  President 
for  townsite  purposes,  but  his  official  acts  had  given  notice  to  the  world 
of  the  fact  that  the  lands  would  be  used  for  purposes  other  than  agri- 
cultural.   Yeeder  B.  Paine  knew  all  these  facts. 

The  evidence  shows  that  he  was  a  man  possessed  of  intelligence  and 
energy.  He  planned  ingeniously  to  reach  this  land  before  any  one  else 
who  left  the  border  at  the  hour  designated  could  do  so. 

Two  of  his  friends  left  during  the  morning  for  Guthrie,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  the  train.  The  vehicle  which  carried  them  to  this  point  also 
transported  the  camping  outfit,  provisions,  an  ax,  and  the  coat  of  Paine. 
Another  friend  who  desired  to  go  to  Guthrie  to  take  the  train  started 
a  little  later  on  horseback  over  the  road  which  would  be  traveled  by 
Paine.  It  may  be  true  that  the  departure  of  these  men  at  this  time  was 
merely  incidental — an  accident  of  their  ordinary  business  life,  but ,  how- 
ever, this  may  be,  their  acts  of  kindness  rendered  assistance  to  their 
friend  Paine. 

In  the  meantime  Paine  was  on  the  border  of  the  Territory  waiting 
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for  tbe  momeut  to  fitart;  he  was  mounted  on  a  fleet  horse.  [k>s- 
sessed  of  great  powers  of  endurance.  When  the  signal  was  given 
the  waiting  crowd,  consisting  of  hundreds  of  people,  started,  and  Paine, 
thus  unincumbered,  by  his  cam[>ing  outfit,  provisions,  coat,  etc.,  so 
necessary  to  a  person  who  was  to  make  asettlementon  the  uninhabited 
plains,  found  that  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  horse  had  not  been  mis- 
placed, for  from  the  very  start  he  took  the  lead  and  soon  was  out  of 
sight  of  all  others.  Soon  after  leaving  the  border  one  of  the  saddle 
girths  was  broken,  but  the  rider  continued  his  rapid  journey.  He  took 
no  note  of  the  many  unappropriated  tracts  of  agricultural  lands  over 
which  he  passed,  traces  whereon  he  could  have  established  a  home  as 
contemplated  by  the  homestead  law,  he  was  only  eager  to  reach  the 
land  in  dispute. 

After  riding  about  eight  miles  he  overtook  the  friend  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  on  horsebaek,  he  had  dismounted,  and  his  horse  was  stand- 
ing by  the  roadside  eating  grass.  The  friend  saw  the  broken  saddle 
girth  and  suggested  an  exchange  of  horses,  which  suggestion  was  in- 
stantly accepted  and  Paine  pursued  his  journey  to  the  desired  tract, 
where  one  of  his  friends  who  had  preceded  him  on  the  wagon,  contain 
ing  his  effects,  the  ax,  etc.,  was  found,  also  a  piece  of  board  from  which 
he  made  stakes  with  the  ax  and  drove  them  into  the  ground,  marking^ 
thereon  his  name  and  the  fact  that  he  claimed  the  same  as  his  home- 
stead; he  blazed  a  tree  situated  on  the  land,  and  made  a  similar  no- 
tation, and  thus  he  made  settlement,  on  what  he  alleges  was  a  tract  he 
intended  for  his  homestead  under  the  provisions  of  the  homestead 
law. 

It  can  not  be  denied  that  the  friends  who  entered  the  Territory  prior 
to  the  hour  fixed  in  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  rendered  Paine 
valuable  and  material  assistance.  It  is  denied  by  both  Paine  and  his 
^riend  that  the  exchange  of  horses  was  made  in  pursuance  of  any  prior 
arrangement,  but  that  it  was  only  incidental,  resulting  from  the  break- 
ing of  the  saddle  girth,  but  no  explanation  is  given  why  the  friend  was 
waiting  by  the  roadside  with  ahorse  that  had  become  at  least  partially 
rested,  nor,  if  Paine's  horse  was  still  fresh,  why  horses  were  exchanged 
instead  of  saddles;  whether  previously  intended  or  not  there  was  in 
effect  a  relay  of  horses,  and  this  n^lay  was  ina<le  possible  by  entering 
th<$  territory  prior  to  the  hour  fixed  by  the  proclamation. 

The  assistance  rendered  by  friends  gave  Paine  an  advantage  over 
others,  and  this  advantage  was  gained  by  unlawful  means  Inasmuch 
as  the  aid  was  rendered  by  parties  who  entered  the  territory  prior  to 
twelve  o'clock  noon.  Taking  the  whole  history  of  this  case,  into  con- 
sideration, I  am  unable  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  Paine,  either  in 
the  conception  or  execntion  of  his  settlement  on  this  land,  acted  in  good 
faith,  as  a  bona  fide  claimant  under  the  homestead  law,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  good  faith,  no  claim  can  be  recognized.  All  the  facts  indicate 
that  the  claim  was  taken  for  speculative  purposes  only,  to  enable  him 
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to  dispose  of  this  land  for  townsite  purposes^  and  that  it  was  not  taken 
for  agricultural  purposes,  and  for  the  purpose  of  a  home,  or  at  least  for 
a  home  as  contemplated  by  the  homestead  law. 

Paine  asserts  that  he  was  aware,  on  the  morning  of  April  22,  that 
the  laud  ofQce  was  to  be  placed  on  section  8,  that  is,  a  few  hundred  feet 
from  the  acre  reserved  in  the  President's  proclamation  for  government 
use.  But  this  incident  in  no  way  changed  the  fact  as  to  the  location  of 
the  townsite,  and  Paine  as  au  iutelligeut  man  knew  that  such  was  the 
case. 

Oonnsel  cite  the  decision  of  my  predecessor  in  the  case  of  Piummer 
e^aLr.  Jack  man  (LO  G.  L.  O.,  71),  and  quote  the  following  remarks: 

The  Btatate  cannot  be  construed  to  mean  that  persons  going  to  the  frontiers,  or 
along  the  lines  of  projected  railways,  and  anticipating  centers  of  population,  shall 
not  eigoy  the  benefits  of  their  enterprise  and  foresight,  though  tbey  believed  that 
their  claims  would  become  of  great  value  on  aoconnt  of  their  proximity  to  cities  and 
villages,  or  that  villages  or  cities  would  even  be  built  upon  such  claims,  and  thereby 
enable  them  ultimately  to  realize  lar<;o  prices  for  such  lands. 

No  rule  could  be  more  just  as  applied  in  the  case  then  under  con- 
sideration, and  in  similar  cases.  But  how  different  the  facts  in  the  case 
cited,  and  the  one  now  under  consideration.  In  the  former  the  claim- 
ant had  traveled  for  hundreds  of  miles  across  an  uninhabited  prairie, 
far  in  advance  of  settlements  and  civilization,  and  selected  a  tract  of 
wild  land  for  settlement,  and  cultivation.  He  may  have  anticipated 
that  at  some  future  day  a  railroad  might  cross  a  great  river  in  that 
vicinity,  and  that  a  town  might  be  established  there  in  the  years  to 
come,  but  it  was  all  uncertainty — even  the  building  of  the  road  was  not 
an  assured  fact,  and  the  selection  of  a  point  for  the  crossing  of  the 
river,  was  an  unsolved  problem.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  present 
case  the  location  of  the  town  was  an  assured  fact  of  which  Paine  was 
aware  long  before  he  started  on  his  i-apid  but  short  journey  to  reach 
the  designated  tract.  He  found  the  people  with  him,  actuated  by  the 
same  impulse,  rushing  for  the  same  point  for  the  express  purpose  of 
occupying  it  for  tnule,  commerce  and  the  upbuilding  of  a  city.  There 
could  have  been  no  uncertainty  in  his  mind  as  to  its  immediate  occu- 
pation for  these  purposes.  The  claim  of  Paine  must  be  rejectee!  on  the 
theory  that  he  seeks  to  make  this  entry  for  speculative  purposes,  makes 
it  in  order  that  he  may  sell  it  to  townsite  occupants,  on  account  of  its 
being  occupied  for  purposes  of  trade  and  commerce. 

I  can  not  assent  to  the  doctrine  that  one  who,  in  the  manner  here  indi- 
cated, reached  this  tract  a  few  minutes  in  advance  of  his  fellows,  shall  be 
permitted  to  hold  the  advantage  he  has  thus  gained  and  speculate  off, 
and  enrich  himself  from,  their  misfortune,  in  being  less  fleet  than  he,  and 
especially  so,  when  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  he  had  been  planning 
and  arranging,  for  days,  how  he  might  reach  this  townsite  in  advance 
of  the  iieople  contemplating  locating  thereon,  and  enter  it  as  a  home- 
stead and  then  sell  it  to  them  at  his  own  price. 
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The  remarks  applicable  to  Paine,  apply  with  eqaal  force  to  Fitzgerald 
in  the  consideration  of  his  claim  to  the  N  W.  ^  of  section  9.  While  the 
incidents  connected  with  the  trip  of  Paine  did  not  take  place  in  the 
trip  of  Fitzgerald,  yet  he  possessed  the  same  knowledge  that  the  tract 
claimed  by  him  would  be  used  at  once  for  townsite  purposes. 

His  acts  in  connection  with  his  so  called  settlement  on  the  afternoon 
of  April  22,  show  that  he  was  not  seeking  a  home  on  the  public  domain 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  homestead  law,  but  rather 
that  he  was  seeking  a  tract  for  the  purpose  of  speculating  on  the  needs 
and  necessities  of  those  who  had  a  few  moments  after  his  arrival  occu- 
pied not  only  the  NW.  ^  of  section  9,  but  the  surrounding  lands  for 
townsite  purposes. 

Mr.  Mael  testifies  that  he  first  met  Fitzgerald  on  the  NW.  |  of  section 
9,  about  fifteeu  minutes  after  two  o'clock  on  April  22,  that  Fitzgerald 
told  him  that  the  land  was  worthless  for  farming  purposes  but  might 
do  to  build  a  city  on,  also  that  he  had  a  lot  of  horses  which  were  then 
on  the  NE.  |  of  section  8,  and  that  he  had  taken  said  NE.  |  of  Sec.  8,  as 
a  homestead ;  this  witness  also  testified  that  Fitzgerald  neither  gave 
him,  nor  those  in  his  company,  any  notice  that  he  was  claiming  the  said 
N  W.  i  of  section  9,  as  a  homestead. 

J.  U.  Larvell  testifies  that  at  about  fifteen  minutes  before  two  o'clock 
on  April  22,  he  Larvell,  was  on  the  east  quarter  of  section  8,  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  ieet  west  of  Division  street,  and  Fitzgerald 
came  up  to  him  and  told  him  that  he  was  claiming  that  land  where  he 
(Larvell)  then  stood,  as  a  homestead,  without  defining  any  boundaries, 
andhad  taken  it  »s  a  horse  ranch,  and  pointed  to  two  stakes  or  poles  and 
said  they  were  on  his  land,  one  of  these  poles  was  about  one  hundred 
or  one  handred  and  fifty  feet  west  of  Division  street;  the  other  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  west  of  said  street;  that  Fitzgerald  told  him  that  he 
did  not  consider  the  land  of  much  account  but  that  he  had  a  lot  of 
horses  which  he  wished  to  sell. 

Geo.  F.  Ford  testifies  that  between  half  past  two  and  three  o'clock, 
he  was  very  near  the  north  line  of  what  is  now  East  Guthrie ;  he  thinks 
north  of  the  line,  about  three  hundred  yards  east  of  Division  street  ex- 
tended north.  At  that  point  he,  with  some  friends,  was  about  to  set 
up  a  tent  when  Fitzgerald  appeared  and  told  him  that  he  must  get  off 
his  land,  that  he  claimed  that  quarter  section  as  a  homestead  and 
pointed  out  a  stake  slightly  south  of  where  they  stood  and  said  that 
this  sUtke  was  on  his  south  line  as  near  as  he  could  find  the  corner, 
and  that  he  (Ford)  must  move  to  some  point  south  of  that  place  to  get 
off  his  claim. 

This  evidence  8hows,  that  at  the  hour  mentioned,  three  o'clock^  on  the 
afternoon  of  April  22,  Fitzgerald  was  then  claiming  the  quarter  section 
north  of  the  N W.  J  of  Sec.  9,  viz.,  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  4.  Ford's  evidence 
on  this  point  is  fully  corroborated  by  L.  A.  Brown  and  Edward  H. 
Davis. 
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It  i8  trno  that  Fitzgerald  denies  these  stateiuents,  but  the  evidence 
is  too  strong  to  be  disregarded.  We  thas  find  that  in  addition  to 
asserting  a  claim  to  the  NW.  ^  of  Sec.  9,  and  !NE.  I  of  Sec.  8,  later  in 
the  day,  as  the  crowds  of  townsite  settlers  began  to  increase  on  these 
two  quarters,  he  asserted  a  claim  to  the  S W.  ^  of  Sec.  4. 

These  acts  were  not  consistent  with  good  faith  on  the  part  of  a  bona 
fide  homestead  claimant,  seeking  a  part  of  the  public  domain  for  a 
home,  but  are  consistent  with  the  intention  of  one  who  was  seeking  a 
tract  upon  which  to  speculate  in  town  lots. 

According  to  Fitzgerald's  own  statement,  his  acts  immediately  after 
reiichlng  the  land  in  dispute  at  12.55  in  the  afternoon  were  not  those  ot 
a  person  seeking  to  obtain  a  specified  tract  of  land  for  a  home  to  the 
exclusion  of  one  elsewhere,  for  as  soon  as  he  had  driven  a  stake  and 
claimed  the  tract  as  a  homestead,  he  left  it  and  went  some  distance 
away  to  eat  his  dinner,  knowing  as  he  must  have  known,  that  within  a 
very  few  moments  scores,  if  not  hundreds  of  townsite  settlers  would  be 
claiming  said  land  as  a  townsite.  This  act  was  rather  consistent  with 
the  facts  which  are  shown  to  have  existed  on  his  return  from  his  din- 
ner, viz.,  finding  said  quarter  occupied  by  settlers,  he  asserted  a  claim 
to  other  tracts. 

The  land  in  controversy  is  now  covered  with  lasting  and  valuable 
improvements,  worth  many  thousands  of  dollars,  and  is  occupied  by  an 
intelligent  and  thriving  community,  which  located  there  in  part  within 
a  few  minutes  after  the  arrival  of  Messrs.  Paine  and  Fitzgerald,  and  to 
my  mind  it  would  be  a  very  harsh,  unjust  and  inequitable  ruling  to  hold 
that  because  they  reached  this  townsite  first,  if  they  did,  that  they  own 
it.  They  knew  it  was  to  be  a  townsite ;  they  started  for  it  as  a  town- 
site  with  the  intent  to  hold  the  land  for  that  purpose  under  the  guTse  of 
a  homestead ;  and  now  they  must  hold  it  in  common  with  the  other 
inhabitants  thereof  as  a  townsite  without  levying  tribute  upon  them 
for  lots  which  they  do  not  own. 

Under  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  surrounding  their  going  upon 
the  land  in  controversy,  they  have  no  rights  which  are  greater  or  more 
sacred,  or  which  are  entitled  to  other  protection  than  the  rights  of  those 
who  in  common  with  them  and  with  the  same  intent  and  purpose 
started  with  them  to  settle  upon  these  lands  for  townsite  purposes. 

Holding  these  views  which  the  record  forces  me  to  entertain,  I  am 
unable  to  concur  in  your  decision  that  either  Paine  or  Fitzgerald  made 
a  bona  fide  settlement  in  good  faith  under  the  homestead  law,  and  your 
decision  allowing  their  application  to  enter,  is  reversed. 

The  application  filed  April  26, 1889,  by  T.  H.  Soward,  Mayor,  et  al,  to 
enter  the  W.  }  of  section  9,  as  the  townsite  of  East  Guthrie,  having 
been  made  in  the  interest  of  men,  many  of  whom  entered  the  territory 
prior  to  the  time  fixed  in  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  act  opening  the  same,  it  must  be  rejected.  Such  persons 
can  obtain  no  rights  under  the  law  to  the  land,  but  the  tract  may  be 
entered  by  the  proper  authorities  in  order  that  those  who  made  valid 
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settlements  may  be  protected  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  May 
14, 1890,  ^^  to  provide  for  townsite  entries  of  lands  in  what  is  known  as 
Oklahoma  and  for  other  parposes,"  as  it  is  very  clear  that  said  W.  }  of 
Sec.  9,  has  been  used  for  townsite  purposes  since  the  opening  of  the 
land  for  settlement 

You  held  that  the  E.  i  of  Sec.  9  was  subject  to  entry  under  the  town- 
site  law  of  May  14, 1890,  for  the  reason  that  from  April  22,  1889,  to 
May  14, 1890,  the  population  upon  said  half  section  and  the  subsequent 
town  organization  and  improvements  were  sufficient  to  withdraw  said 
tract  from  homestead  settlement  and  entry.  You  rejected  the  home- 
stead claims  of  Herbert  Wolcott,  James  F.Beil  and* Henry  N.Baker  for 
the  reason  that  all  of  said  parties  were  within  the  limits  of  the  Terri- 
tory prior  to  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  ou  April  22, 1889,  and  their  claims 
must  fall  with  those  of  Ransom  Payne  and  Morton  J.  Keys,  and  for  the 
reason  stated  in  rejecting  the  claims  of  said  Payne  and  Keys.  Yon  re- 
jected the  homestead  claims  of  Charles  H.  Eberlie  and  Francis  M.  Kar- 
ber  for  the  reason  that  said  parties  settled  upon  the  laud  after  it  had 
been  selected  and  occupied  as  a  townsite.  Each  of  the  homestead 
claimants  appeals. 

Yonr  decision,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  E.  i  of  Sec.  9,  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  facts  as  shown  in  the  record,  and  is  affirmed  for  the  rea- 
sons stated  therein. 

Your  decision  of  January  15,  189L,  is  modified  according  to  the  views 
herein  expressed,  and  the  record  in  tlie  case  is  herewith  returned,  and 
you  will  take  prompt  action  to  carry  this  decision  into  effect. 


Orvis  v.  Bibtgh  kt  al. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case  above 
entitled  I^ovember  22,  1890,  11  L.  D.,  477,  denied  by  Acting  Secretary 
Chandler,  June  22, 1891. 

TOWNSITE  PATENT-MINERAL  ENTBT, 

Peotbotob  Lodb. 

Land  inclnded  within  an  ontstanding  townsite  patent  is  not  snbject  to  mineral  entry ; 
but  an  opportunity  maj  be  accorded  the  mineral  applicant  in  siicb  case  to  show 
that  the  mineral  character  of  the  land  was  known  at  the  date  of  the  townsite 
entry  and  patent,  with  a  view  to  aubseqaent  jadioial  proceedings  to  vacate  said 
patent. 

The  provisions  of  section  16,  act  of  March  3, 1S91,  are  only  applicable  to  entries  made 
after  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommiftsioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^ 

June  23,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Oharles  S.  Warren  from  the  deei^ion 
of  yonr  oflflce  dated  March  29, 1890,  holding  for  cancellation  his  mineral 
entry  No.  1671,  made  January  6, 1888,  tor  the  Protector  Lode  claims  in 
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the  Helena  laud  district^  State  of  Montana,  for  the  reason  that  the  land 
covered  by  said  entry  is  wholly  within  the  limits  of  the  townsite  of 
Batte  for  which  patent  issued  on  September  26, 1877 ;  and  under  the 
instructions  of  the  Department  in  the  Pike's  Peak  Lode  claim  (10  L.  D., 
200),  the  land  claimed  under  said  mineral  entry  was  not  subject  to 
entry. 

The  appellant  alleges  error  in  said  decision  of  your  office  in  holding 
that  the  rule  in  said  Pike's  Peak  case  is  a  precedent  for  the  case  at  bar, 
and  that  the  rights  of  claimant  can  be  denied  by  a  cancellation  of  said 
entry,  since  it  was  duly  allowed  by  the  local  officers. 

In  said  instructions  upon  the  Pike's  Peak  Lode,  the  Department  held 
that  the  validity  of  a  placer  patent  and  its  extent,  as  in  conflict  with 
an  alleged  known  lode.or  vein,  are  questions  that  can  only  be  deter^ 
mined  by  judicial  authority.  The  same  rule  is  applicable,  in  my  judg- 
ment to  the  case  at  bar,  although  the  mineral  application  is  for  land 
already  patented  under  the  townsite  law.  The  mineral  location  was 
not  made  until  long  after  the  patent  was  issued  upon  said  townsite  en- 
try, and  hence  the  land  covered  by  said  townsite  patent,  so  long  as  the 
same  remained  outstanding  and  intact,  was  not  subject  to  entry.  If  it 
can  be  shown  that  the  land  patented  under  said  townsite  entry  con- 
tained known  mines  at  the  date  ot  the  townsite  entry  and  patent,  then 
proceedings  should  be  instituted  to  set  aside  the  townsite  patent. 

It  may  be  claimed  that  the  appiellant  is  protected  by  section  sixteen 
of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stats.,  1095),  but  as  there  is  no  expressed 
intent  of  making  said  section  retroactive,  and  as  the  use  of  the  language 
clearly  indicates  to  my  mind  that  it  was  only  to  apply  to  entries  made 
after  the  passage  of  the  act,  I  must  hold  that  the  appeal  in  this  case 
shall  be  dismisse<l ;  said  mineral  entry  will  be  suspended  and  in  case 
the  mineral  applicant  shall  apply  for  a  hearing  within  thirty  days  from 
due  notice  hereof  and  offer  to  prove  that,  at  the  date  of  said  townsite 
entry  and  patent  there  was  within  its  lioiit  any  known  mine  of  gold, 
silver,  cinnabar,  or  copper,  or  any  valid  mining-claim  or  possession,  a 
hearing  will  be  ordered  after  due  notice  to  all  parties  in  interest,  and  if 
the  evidence  educed  thereat  shall  warrant,  a  recommendation  will  be 
duly  made  that  judicial  proceedings  be  taken  to  set  aside  said  t^^wnsite 
patent,  so  far  as  the  same  shall  embrace  land  known  to  be  mineral  at 
the  date  thereof.  If,  however,  no  application  for  a  hearing  shall  be 
made  by  the  mineral  entryman  within  thirty  days  from  due  notice 
hereof,  then  said  mineral  entry  will  be  canceled.  The  decision  of  your 
office  is  modified  accordingly. 


Sbable  Places. 


Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case 
above  entitled,  November  13, 1890,  11  L.  D.,  441,  denied  by  Acting 
Secretary  Chandler,  June  22, 1891. 
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RAILROAD  GRANT— PRIVATE  CLAIM— SURVKY. 

DuNCANSON  V.  Southern  Paoifio  E.  B.  Oo, 

ON    RBVIBW. 

A  Mexican  private  claim  for  land  within  specific  bonndaiies  reserves  only  snch.  land 
as  may  be  finally  determined  to  be  within  said  boundaries  as  against  the  opera- 
tion of  a  railroad  Rrant,  although  other  land  may  be  claimed  as  within  said 
boundaries  at  the  time  snch  grant  takes  effect. 

A  survey  of  a  private  claim,  made  under  the  act  of  July  i,  1864,  does  not  operate  to 
segregate  the  land  covered  thereby,  if  not  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

June  23,  1891. 

I  have  connidered  the  motion  by  attorneys  for  E.  E.  Duncanson  for 
a  review  of  departmental  decisioD  of  December  1, 1890,  (11  L.  D.,  538) 
in  the  case  of  E.  E.  Duncanson  v.  Southern  Pacific  railroad  company, 
involving  lots  2  and  3  of  Sec.  27,  T.  2  S.,  R.  7  W.,  S.  B.  M.,  Los  Angeles, 
California,  awarding  the  land  to  the  railroad  company. 

The  motion  is  based  npon  the  ground :  That  the  decision  of  the  Honorable  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  heretofore  made  in  this  canse  is  against  law,  and  is  not  author- 
ized by,  nor  in  accordance  with,  the  ex  istiug  law  applicable  to  such  cases,  as  the 
same  is  established  by  the  decisions  of  the  federal  courts. 

In  said  departmental  decision  it  wajs  held  that  the  land  in  ques- 
tion inured  to  the  grant  for  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  company, 
which  grant  became  effective  April  3,  1871,  the  date  of  the  definite  loca- 
tion of  the  road.  On  the  contrary,'  it  is  asserted  by  Duncanson  that 
said  land  was  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  Mexican  grant  Jarnpa, 
which  was  sub  judice  at  the  time  the  railroad  grant  became  effective  and 
was  therefore  excepted  from  the  operation  of  said  railroad  grant  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  ruling  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in 
the  case  of  Newhall  v.  Sanger  (92  U.  S.,  761). 

The  Jurnpa  grant  was  one  within  specified  boundaries  which  were 
clearly  indicated  in  the  decree  of  judicial  possession  as  well  as  in  the 
decrees  of  the  board  of  land  commissioners,  and  the  district  court 

The  location  of  the  tract  in  dispute,  whether  within  the  limits  of  said 
grant  or  not,  depends  upon  the  correct  location  of  the  western  bound, 
ary  line  of  said  grant.  By  a  survey  of  the  grant  made  in  1869,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  1,  1864,  (13  Stat.,  332)  the  tract  in 
question  was  embraced  within  its  limits  and  the  final  decision  of  the 
Department,  approving  a  survey  which  definitely  located  said  boundary 
on  a  different  line,  thus  rejecting  the  boundary  designated  by  the  sur- 
vey of  1869,  and  excluding  the  tract  in  question,  was  not  rendered  nn- 
til  April  4,  1879,  hence  at  the  time  the  railroad  grant  took  effect  said 
tract  was  within  the  claimed  limits  of  a  Mexican  grant,  and  the  ques- 
tion arises  was  the  same  excepted  from  the  o|)eration  of  said  railroad 
grant. 
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So  far  as  tfais  Department  is  concerned^  the  question  must  be  deter- 
mined by  the  rule  established  in  the  latest  and  controlling  decisions 
made  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  case  of  Doolan  v.  Garr  (125  (7.  S.^  613),  the  court  in  discussing 
the  status  of  lauds  within  the  limits  of  Mexican  grants  which  are  also 
within  the  limits  of  a  railroad  grant,  refer  to  the  former  decision  of  the 
court  in  the  case  of  Newhall  v.  Sanger,  and  say,  page  632: 

The  ooait  then  goes  on  to  show  that  the  atatns  of  lauds  inclnded  in  a  Spanish  or 
Mexican  claim  |)endiug  before  tribuualM  charged  with  the  duty  of  adjudicating  it, 
was  such  that  the  right  of  private  property  could  not  be  iu. paired  by  a  change  of 
sovereignty,  and  that  such  lauds  were  not  included  in  the  phrase  *' public  lands" 
of  these  specific  railroad  grants,  and  that  until  such  claims  were  finally  decided  t^ 
be  invalid  they  were  not  restored  to  the  body  of  public  lands  subject  to  be  granted. 
These  Mexican  claims  were  often  described,  or  attempted  to  be  described,  by  specific 
boundaries.  ....  To  the  extent  of  the  claim  when  the  grant  was  for  land 
with  specific  boundaries  .  .  .  •  they  are  excluded  from  the  grant  to  the  rail- 
road company. 

In  my  opinion  there  can  be  but  one  interpretation  put  on  this  Ian 
gnage  and  that  is,  when  the  Mexican  claim  is  for  land  witbin  specific 
boundaries,  only  the  land  which  is  actually  within  these  boundaries,  is 
excepted  from  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  a  railroad  company,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  other  land  may  be  claimed  as  within  such  bound- 
aries at  the  time  the  railroad  grant  takes  effect  The  language  of  the 
court  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  any  other  construction. 

In  the  later  case  of  United  States  v.  McLaughlin  (127  U.  S.,  428),  the 
court  say^  page  451 : 

We  can  well  understand  that  Indian  reservations  and  reservations  for  military  and 
other  purposes  of  the  govomment  should  be  considered  as  absolutely  reserved  and 
withdrawn  from  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  which  are  disposable  to  purchasers 
and  settlers,  for  in  those  cases,  the  use  to  which  they  are  devoted,  and  for  which  they 
are  deemed  to  be  reserved,  exteuds  to  every  foot  of  the  reservation.  The  same  reason 
applies  to  Mexican  grants  of  specific  tracts,  such  as  a  grant  for  all  the  land  within 
certain  definite  boundaries  named,  or  all  the  land  confirmed  in  a  certain  rancho  or 
estate. 

In  this  case  the  court  discuss  at  length  the  former  decision  in  New- 
hall  V.  Sanger  and  say,  on  page  454 : 

The  opinion  took  no  notice  of  the  fact  (which  did  not  appear  in  the  record)  that 
the  grant  was  one  of  that  class  in  which  the  quantity  granted  was  but  a  small  part 
of  the  territory  embraced  within  the  boundaries  named.  It  proceeded  throughout  as 
it  would  have  done  on  the  supposition  that  the  grant  covered  and  filled  up  the  whole 
territory  described.  It  simply  dealt  with  and  afUrmed  the  general  proposition  that 
a  Mexican  grant,  while  under  judicial  investigation  was  not  public  land  open  for 
disposal  and  sale,  but  was  reserved  territory  within  the  meaning  of  the  law — a  prop- 
osition not  seriously   disputed The  opinion,  however,  examined 

somewhat  at  large  the  grounds  on  which  it  should  be  held  that  Mexican  grants 
(whether  valid  or  iuvalid)  while  under  judicial  consideration,  should  be  treated  as 
reserved  lands.  The  principal  reason  was  that  they  were  not  **  public  lands"  in  the 
sense  of  congressional  legislation ;  those  terms  being  habitually  used'  to  describe  such 
lauds  as  are  subject  to  sale  or  other  disposal  under  general  laws 
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This  reasoniDg  of  the  court  in  Newhall  v.  San<rer  is  entirely  conclusive  as  to  all 
definite  grants  wbich  identified  the  land  granted,  such  as  the  case  heforo  it  then  ap- 
peared to  bo ; 

Thus  did  the  court  in  language  and  by  reasoning,  affirm  the  doctrine 
announced  iu  Doolan  v.  Garr. 

The  only  question  which  remains  to  be  answered  is  this;  Was  the 
tract  claimed  by  Duncanson  within  the  specified  or  identified  limits  of 
the  Jurupa  grant  f  A  negative  answer  would  seem  to  be  sufficient, 
based  upon  the  fact  that  the  survey,  upon  which  a  patent  issued,  ex- 
cluded said  tract. 

If  it  should  be  held  that  an  erroneous  survey  of  the  boundaries  of 
a  private  grant  which  embraced  a  tract  of  land  a  few  rods  outside  the 
actual  boundaries,  could  reserve  the  land  from  other  appropriation,  it 
must  be  held,  that  a  like  survey  which  embraced  land  a  few  miles  out- 
side the  boundaries  would  also  reserve  said  land  in  like  manner,  a  doc- 
trine which  is  most  emphatically  denied  by  the  court  in  the  cases  herein 
cited. 

The  survey  made  in  1869  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  1, 
1864,  did  not  operate  as  a  segregation  of  the  land,  for  in  order  to  become 
thus  operative,  it  was  necessary  that  it  receive  the  approval  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  an<l  had  it  been  approved,  patent 
must  have  issued.  Said  survey,  however,  was  not  approved,  and  the 
segregation  was  not  made. 

For  the  reasons  herein  stated  it  must  be  held  that  the  departmental 
decision,  of  which  review  is  asked,  was  in  accordance  with  the  law  as 
construed  and  interpreted  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  and  the  mo- 
tion is,  therefore^  denied. 


L.  H.  Whbbleb. 

Motion  for  review  of  dei^artmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case  above 
entitled  October  13,  1890, 11  L.  D.,  381,  denied  by  Acting  Secretary 
Chandler,  June  23, 1891. 


HuLDA  M.  Smith. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  in  the  case  above 
entitled  October  13, 1890, 11  L.  D.,  382,  denied  by  Acting  Secretary 
Chandler,  June  23, 1891. 
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MEXICAN  PRIVATE  CLAIM— ACT  OF  JULT  »8,  1866. 

NAPHTALT  V.   Bbegabd  ET  AL, 
ON  BEVEBW. 

Under  a  parol  partition  of  a  Mexican  grant,  iu  which  each  party  thereto  holds  undis- 
tnrbed  possession  according  to  the  lines  of  snch  partition,  and  sells  and  conveys 
the  lands  thns  received,  the  grantee  of  such  Xexican  claimant  acquires  the  right 
of  purchase  under  section  7,  act  of  July  23,  1866,  so  far  as  the  question  of  definite 
boundaries  is  concerned,  evon  though  in  the  instrument  of  transfer  said  lands  are 
described  as  an  undivided  interest. 

A  hearing  directed  to  determine  the  character  of  the  title  held  by  the  grantee  of  the 
Mexican  claimant  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

June  23,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  of 
February  4, 18S9,  in  the  case  of  Joseph  Naphtaly  v,  L.  L.  Bregard  et  al. 
(8  L.  D.,  114),  involving  the  question  of  Naphtaly's  right  to  purchase 
under  section  seven  of  the  act  of  July  23, 1866,  certain  described  tracts 
of  land  in  T.  1  K,  and  T.  1  S.,  R.  2  W.,  M.  D.  M.,  San  Francisco,  Call- 
fornia. 

After  a  lengthy  trial,  during  which  much  testimony  was  taken,  the 
local  officers  rendered  a  decision  in  which  they  rejected  the  pre-emption 
and  homester  claims  of  Bregard  et  aLj  awarded  certain  tracts  to  the 
Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  successors  to  the  Western  Pacific 
Railroad  company,  and  recognized  the  right  of  Naphtaly  to  purchase 
the  balance  of  the  land  embraced  in  his  application. 

Your  office  rejected  the  application  of  ^aphtaly  to  purchase  on  the 
ground  (1)  that  there  was  no  grant  to  the  Romeros  under  whom  Naph- 
taly  claimed,  and  consequently,  that  he  was  not  a  purchaser  from  a 
^^  Mexican  grantee  or  assign,"  and  (2)  that  the  act  only  applied  to  par- 
ties who  purchased  prior  to  the  rejection  of  the  supposed  Mexican  grant, 
and  as  Naphtaly  purchased  subsequent  to  the  final  rejection  of  the  al- 
leged Romero  grant,  he  was  not  within  the  statute.  My  predecessor. 
Secretary  Vilas,  overruled  your  office  on.  both  these  points  but  he  re- 
jected the  application  to  purchase  principally  on  the  ground  that  at  the 
date  of  the  passage  of  the  act  July  23,  1806,  no  person  possessed  the 
qualifications  of  a  purchaser  under  said  act,  and  thatNaphtaly  acquired 
by  conveyance  no  such  right  as  the  act  contemplates.  This  conclusion 
was  based  upon  the  fact  that  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  the 
title  to  the  tract  in  question  was  in  Urhetta  Tice,  and  that  she  was  not 
a  purchaser  for  a  valuable  consideration  for  the  reason  that  said  land 
was  conveyed  to  her  by  her  son  for  the  consideration  of  love  and  affec- 
tion and  her  better  support,  maintenance  and  protection.  My  prede- 
cessor also  found  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  purchase  from  the  Mexi- 
can grantee,  was  not  in  good  faith,  and  was  not  for  a  specific  and  well 
defined  tract  of  land. 
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In  the  motion  for  review  numerous  grounds  of  error  are  assigned 
both  in  the  fiuduigs  of  matter  of  fact  and  of  law. 

Section  seven  of  the  act  of  July  23, 1866  (14  Stat,  218),  under  which 
Naphtaly  makes  application  to  purchase  provides — 

That  where  persons  in  good  faith  and  for  a  valuable  consideration,  hare  parohased 
lands  from  Mexican  grantees  or  assigns,  which  grants  have  snbseqnently  been  re- 
jected     and  have  nsed,  improved,  and  continned  in  the  actual  poses- 

siou  of  the  same  as  according  to  the  lines  of  their  original  purchase,  and  where  no 
valid  adverse  right  or  title  (except  of  the  United  States)  exists,  sach  purchaser  may 
pnrohase  the  same. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  give  in  detail  the  history  of  the  Romero 
grant.  Application  was  made  to  the  Mexican  governor  of  California 
in  1844,  by  three  brothers,  Innocencio,  Mariano  and  Jose  Bomero,  for  a 
grant  of  land  Certain  proceedings,  usual  in  such  cases,  were  had 
looking  to  the  granting  of  the  request.  The  brothers  went  into  poses- 
sion  of  the  tract  petitioned  for,  occupied  the  same  for  years,  and  finally 
sold  it,  the  different  brothers  disposing  of  different  iK>rtlons  of  the  en- 
tire tract. 

On  December  26, 1853,  Innocencio  Romero  and  his  wife,  sold  to  Do- 
mingo  Pujol  and  Francisco  Sanjurjo 

all  the  nndivided  one-third  of  the  lands  and  rancho  in  said  Contra  Costa  oonnty  and 
st«te  aforesaid,  being  the  said  lauds  and  rancho  granted  to  the  parties  of  the  first 
part  and  his  two  brothers,  Jose  Romero  and  Mariano  Romero,  by  Gk>vernor  Michel- 
torena  in  the  year  1844  etc. 

It  18  alleged  that  there  was  a  partition  of  this  grant  between  the 
three  brothers  in  the  year  1846, 1847  or  1848,  and  that  the  tract  sold 
by  Innocencio  was  the  portion  set  off*  to  him.  This  partition  is  denied 
by  Bregard  et  al.  Some  contradictory  evidence  is  submitted  on  this 
point,  but  in  my  opinion,  the  great  preponderance  of  evidence  is  to  the 
effect  that  such  a  partition  was  actually  agreed  upon  and  made  by  the 
brothers. 

The  testimony  of  Innocencio  Eomero  and  other  witnesses,  taken  in 
1875  by  order  of  the  judge  of  San  Francisco  county  is  positive.  Eo- 
mero testified  that  he,  his  brothers,  Ignacio  Sybrian,  and  his  little 
son,  rode  over  the  land  and  ''  divided  some  of  the  land  between  us 
thi-ee,''  that  they  marked  the  boundaries  and  lines  of  each  brother's 
piece,  the  well  known  points  of  land,  the  ridge  and  arroyos  were  selected 
as  boundaries,  that  he  took  the  westerly  portion,  Jose  took  the  east- 
erly portion  and  Mariano  the  northeasterly  portion. 

Ignacio  Sybrian  testified  that  he  was  present  with  the  three  brothers 
when  they  divided  the  gi*ant  among  themselves  in  the  year  1847  or 
1848,  that  the  lines  of  each  portion  were  established  and  pointed  oat 
and  eiich  of  the  brothers  occupied  the  portion  set  off  to  him  and  sold  tbe 
same,  and  the  right  of  each  brother  to  the  portion  set  apart  was  recog- 
nized by  all,  that  the  tract  sold  to  Pujol  and  Sanjurjo  was  the  portion 
set  apart  to  Innocencio.    At  the  hearing  before  the  local  officers  the 
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same  witness  testified  to  Biibstautially  the  same  facts,  tbat  lunocencio 
took  his  portion  to  the  west,  Mariano  ou  the  east,  and  Jose  on  the  north 
or  northeast. 

Manoel  Sybrian  testified  that  he  had  known  the  land  since  1850,  that  he 
was  present  when  Inuocencio  Koraero  delivered  possession  of  the  land  he 
had  sold  to  Pujol,  tbat  he  delivered  possession  of  what  was  then  called 
the  Innocencio  Romero  ranch  and  in  describing  the  tract  of  which  pos- 
session was  given,  he  recites  the  same  boundaries  as  were  given  by 
Inuocencio  Romero  and  Ignacio  Sybrian  in  describing  the  portion  set 
apart  to  the  former. 

Samuel  S.  Kendall  testified  that  he  was  living  on  a  portion  of  the  land 
in  dispute  in  1852  in  a  cabin,  that  Romero  in  company  with  Mora  ga  came 
to  his  cabin  and  told  him  that  he  was  on  his  land,  and  at  that  time  in  the 
presence  of  Moraga  described  to  bim  the  boundaries  of  his  claim,  and 
in  reciting  these  boundaries  the  witness  gave  in  substance  the  bound- 
aries above  mentioned  as  given  by  Romero  and  Ignacio  Sybrian,  and  he 
asserts  that  no  one  was  in  possession  of  said  tract  except  Romero. 

Jose  Ramon  Pico  testified  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  Romero 
brothers  and  with  the  land  in  1844  or  1845,  that  the  grant  was  divided 
l>etween  the  three  brothers  some  time  after  1845,  tbat  his  father  pur- 
chased theportiou  that  was  allotted  to  Mariano  in  1851,  viz.,  the  south- 
eastern portion  of  the  grant,  that  Jose  took  the  northeastern  and  Inno- 
cencio the  northwestern  portion. 

D.  P.  Smith,  a  witness,  and  also  associate  counsel  for  Bregard  et  al, 
in  the  present  case,  was  a  witness  before  the  local  office  in  the  case  ot 
Hyatt  V.  Smith  on  May  12, 1870.  His  evidence  giv^en  at  that  time,  has 
been  made  a  part  of  the  record  in  this  case.  He  purchased  in  1853  a 
portion  of  the  tract  which  had  been  allotted  to  Jose,  and  he  states  that 
he  knew  from  Innocencio  Romero,  and  from  other  purchasers,  that  the 
ranch  had  been  divided,  that  '^  Innocencio  and  Mariano  had  the  south 
part  of  the  valley,  Jose  had  the  north  part  or  the  northeast  parf 

On  December  19,  1882,  my  predecessor  rendered  a  decision  in  the 
case  of  Hyatt  v.  Smith,  in  which  it  was  said  ^^  evidence  established  the 
fact  that  a  parol  partition  of  the  tract  was  maile  between  the  three 
brothers  and  that  Innocencio  and  Mariano  took  one  part  and  Jose  an- 
otlier.'^ 

Counsel  assert  that  the  evidence  of  partition  in  the  case  of  Hyatt  v. 
Smith  and  the  present  case  is  irreconcilable,  either  that  the  evidence 
in  the  former  case  is  untrue  or  that  in  the  present  case.  I  do  not  think 
such  a  conclusion  follows.  Smith  the  principal  witness  in  the  former 
case  testified  as  above  recited ;  the  fact  sought  to  be  established  in  the 
case  then  under  consideration  was  that  a  portion  of  the  grant  had  been 
allotted  to  Jose  and  my  predecessor  so  found,  bat  it  does  not  follow 
that  his  finding  was  that  neither  Innocencio  nor  Mariano  had  a  portion 
allotted  to  them. 

Counsel  for  Naphtaly  file  certain  affidavits  with  their  argument  in 
6upi)ort  of  the  motion  for  review. 
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One  maile  May  14,  1889,  by  Jose  Joaqnin  Romero,  who  states  that  he 
is  fifty-niue  years  of  age,  and  is  the  son  of  Iiinocencio  Romero,  that  Lo 
knew  that  his  uncles  and  his  father  divided  the  grant  between  theuoi- 
selves,  that  to  his  father  came  the  piece  of  land  lying  sonth  of  Wain  at 
Greek  east  of  the  Cuchilla  delas  Trampas  and  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  land  was  the  range  of  hills  that  run  sonth  from  the  hill  near  bis 
father's  house.  (This  is  the  same  description  of  the  tract  in  substauce 
as  is  given  by  the  other  witnesses  to  the  partition).  He  further  states 
that  his  father  was  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  this  land  after  the 
division  between  himself  and  his  brothers,  that  Jose's  land  was  east  of 
his  father's,  and  Mariano's  about  southeast,  that  his  uncles  sold  their 
portion,  that  ^'  they  were  friendly  with  us  and  until  we  moved  from  the 
ranch  in  1853,  or  1854,  the3'^  very  frequently  visited  us  in  the  adobe 
house  on  the  ranch.  I  knew  old  Mr.  Tice  very  well,  the  lund  I  refer  to 
was  once  held  by  him  and  his  sous.    My  father  died  in  1878." 

N.  B.  Smith  made  affidavit  June  4,  1889,  as  follows: 

I  reside  in  Contra  Costa  county  where  I  have  liyed  since  1846.  In  the  year  1850 
or  1851, 1  bonght  from  Innooencio  Romero,  a  tract  of  land  in  Contra  Costa  conuty, 
of  what  was  then  supposed  to  be  a  part  of  what  was  known  as  the  **  Romero  Grant,"' 
at  that  time  and  for  years  before  it  was  believed  that  the  three  brothers  Romero  had 
obtained  from  the  Mexican  anthorities,  a  grant  of  about  five  leagues,  situated  near 
the  Moraga  ranch,  on  the  east  of  it.  When  I  bought  from  luuocencio,  I  bonght  a 
^egregatrod  parcel  of  land  near  Walnut  Creek,  I  took  a  deed  from  lunocencio  only 
because  it  was  notorions  in  the  neighborhood,  and  I  had  been  told  by  both  Inno- 
cencio  and  Jose  Romero,  whom  I  knew  very  well,  that  the  three  brothers  Romero, 
who  claimed  to  own  the  grant,  had  divided  the  land  which  they  took  possession  of 
nnder  the  grant  among  themselves,  and  that  the  part  I  was  then  buying  had  fallen 
to  Innocencio  and  that  his  two  brothers  had  no  interest  in  it.  I  was  also  informed 
that  Innocencio's  part  was  the  tract  of  land  lying  sonth  of  Walnut  Creek,  east  of 
the  Maraga  and  west  of  a  range  of  hills  that  is  nearest  to  the  Alamo  road,  and  soulh 
near  Sugar  Loaf  canon.  I  knew  the  two  Spaniards  to  whom  lunocencio  sold  what 
he  had  left  of  his  part  of  the  ranch.  It  was  the  same  land  that  the  Ticea  bought  and 
was  afterwanls  called  the  **  Tice''  ranch. 

It  was  a  common  thing  in  the  early  times  of  California,  before  and  after  California 
was  admitted  in  the  Union,  to  divide  lands  held  in  common  by  the  people  going  on 
the  land  and  each  selecting  his  share  of  the  land.  If  I  had  not  known  from  the 
Romero  brothers  that  they  had  partitioned  the  laud  among  themselves,  and  that 
lunocencio's  share  included  the  land  I  bought  from  him,  I  would  have  procured  the 
deed  of  Jose  and  Mariano.  I  sold  the  land  so  bonght  from  lunocencio  and  the  person 
who  pnrehased  from  me,  took  the  same  title  that  I  had. 

Victor  Castro  made  affidavit  April  16,  1889,  that  he  was  born  in 
1820,  and  resided  in  Contra  Costa  county  since  1837,  that  he  was  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  Romero  brothers,  that  in  1844,  they  claimed 
a  grant  from  Micheltorena,  that  it  was  known  to  those  living  near  the 
Eomero  claim  that  the  brothers  had  divided  the  land  between  them- 
selves,  this  partition  was  notorious  and  it  was  respected  by  theneigb- 
bors,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  tract  allotted  to  Innocencio, 
that  Innocencio  had  sold  to  different  people  lands  within  said  tract  and 
then  sold  what  was  left  to  the  Spaniards  in  1853  or  1854,  that  in  the 
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division  Jose  got  the  land  lyiog  east  of  Inuocencio's,  and  Mariano's 
land  was  soath  and  sontlieast,  that  duriDg  all  the  time  from  the  divi- 
sion up  to  the  date  of  sale  to  the  Spaniards^  neither  ol*  the  brothers 
nor  any  other  person  claimed  any  title  as  against  Innocencio;  that  he 
was  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  land  claimed  by  him. 

These  affidavits,  while  they  could  not  be  taken  as  evidence  to  change 
a  finding  justified  by  the  evidence  contained  in  the  record,  are  cited 
merely  as  sustaining  a  conclusion  which  I  tbink  must  be  found  from 
that  record,  viz.,  that  a  parol  partition  of  the  grant  was  made  by  the 
brothers  and  that  each  one  was  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  por- 
tion allotted  to  him,  and  sold  and  disposed  of  said  portion. 

There  appears  to  be  a  discrepancy  between  the  testimony  of  Inno- 
cencio Romero  and  the  other  witnesses  to  the  partition,  on  one  point, 
viz.,  he  states  that  the  portion  allotted  to  Mariano  was  the  northeast 
section  of  the  grant,  while  the  other  witnesses  establish  the  fact  that 
the  portion  allotted  to  Mariano  was  the  southeast  section  of  the  grant. 

At  the  time  Innocencio  gave  his  testimony  he  was  seventy  years  of 
age,  it  was  thirty  years  after  the  partition,  the  testimony  was  given  in 
Spanish  and  was  submitted  through  an  interpreter  aud  the  record 
shows  that  frequent  mistakes  were  made  in  recording  and  transcrib- 
ing the  testimony,  in  view  of  these  facts  I  do  not  think  said  discrep- 
ancy in  the  record  should  be  regarded  as  casting  discredit  on  the  testi- 
mony of  these  witnesses,  they  agree  in  tbeir  statements  in  all  essen- 
tial particulars  although  the  evidence  was  taken  at  different  times  and 
before  difierent  tribunals. 

On  February  14,  1855,  Pujol  and  Sanjurjo  conveyed  the  land  in  dis- 
pute to  J.  W.  Tice.  On  August  18,  1855,  J.  W.  Tice  conveyed  the 
premises  to  A.  J.  Tice.  On  October  17,  1859,  A.  J.  Tice,  conveyed  to 
S.  P.  Millett,  and  on  October  17,  1860,  Millett  conveyed  to  J.  W.  Tice. 
All  of  these  transfers  were  based  upon  a  valuable  consideration,  and 
the  tract  conveyed  was  the  same  as  that  delivered  by  Bomero  to  Pujol 
and  Sanjurjo,  and  by  the  latter  to  J.  W.  Tice. 

On  April  0, 1861,  J.  W.  Tice  conveyed  the  premises  to  Urhetta  Tice 
and  thus  the  title  was  in  her  at  the  date  of  the  ])a8sage  of  the  act  of 
July  23,  1866. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  interest  conveyed  to  Pujol  and  Sanjurjo  was 
an  undivided  one-third  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  Etomero  brothers, 
and  that  it  was  not  a  definite  tract  of  laud  which  the  parties  could 
possess  according  to  the  lines  of  their  original  purchase.  The  evidence 
is  explicit  that  Bomero  delivered  to  his  grantees  tbe  tract  of  land  which 
he  claimed  was  allotted  to  him  in  the  partition,  that  he  went  with  them 
and  pointed  out  the  lines  of  their  possession,  as  he  states  of 

the  same  land  which  when  my  brothers  divided  was  set  aside  as  my  part  and  which 
I  have  already  described  to  vou,  except  some  small  parcels  within  the  exterior  lines 
which  1  had  sold  to  others  before  and  told  Pujol  aboat. 
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This  statement  is  cod  firmed  by  Sybrian  who  was  present  when  the 
grantees  were  put  in  possession  by  Koroero. 

In  reply  to  the  question  ^'  why  did  you  specify  the  land  sold  to  Pajol 
as  an  undivided  one-third  f"  he  answered, 

I  did  not  write  it,  the  grant  liDes  were  not  fixed,  and  the  grant  was  not  divided  by 
a  surveyor  or  by  a  court,  after  we  made  the  bargain  I  pointed  ont  to  Pnjol  the  bound- 
aries of  niy  land  and  told  him  to  draw  a  deed  for  the  land.  The  land  that  I  sold 
them  was  divided  and  well  defined.  But  I  sold  htm  a  third  of  the  grant,  which 
would  amount  to  more  than  what  Pujol  took  possessiou  of. 

The  Romero  grsait  was  a  sobrante  or  surplus  of  land  after  the  claim 
of  surrounding  grantees  had  been  satisfied,  hence  at  the  date  of  parti- 
tion it  was  impossible  to  tell  just  where  the  exterior  lines  of  the  grant 
were  located,  and  for  this  reason  Innocencio  testified  '^  that  he  and  his 
brothers  divided  some  of  the  land"  between  them,  but  the  evidence  is 
clear  that  the  portion  divided  was  possessed  and  sold  according  to  the 
lines  of  said  division  and  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  at  this  time  to 
speculate  as  to  how  much  land  Pujol  and  Sanjurjo  would  have  been 
entitled  to,  under  their  deed  had  they  retained  possession,  and  had  the 
grant  been  confirmed,  and  for  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than  was  di- 
vided between  the  three  brothers  by  boundaries  the  only  question  to  be 
determined  at  this  time  is,  did  Romero  sell  a  tract  of  land  definite  and 
si>ecific  as  to  boundaries!  In  my  opinion  the  answer  to  this  question 
must  be  in  the  affirmative. 

The  object  of  the  statute  under  consideration  was  to  afford  relief  to 
those  who  had  used,  improved,  and  continued  in  the  actual  possessiou 
of  land  purchased  from  supposed  Mexican  grantees. 

The  evidence  is  clear  as  to  the  tract  intended  to  be  purchased  and 
the  identity  of  said  tract  was  not  destroyed  by  the  terms  used  in  the 
instrument  of  transfer,  viz.,  an  undivided  one-third  of  lands  granted 
&C.  Taylor  v,  Tates  (10  L.  D.,  242).  This  was  the  tract  conveyed  to 
Tice  by  Pujol  and  Sanjurjo,  and  the  title  to  the  same  was  in  Urhetta 
Tice  on  J  uly  23,  18G6,  and  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  Naphtaly  and 
the  evidence  shows  that  all  the  purchasers  from  Pnjol  and  Sanjurjo  to 
Naphtaly  mainUiined  possession  of  said  tract  substantially  according  to 
the  lines  of  the  original  purchase.  It  is  asserted,  however,  that  exclu- 
sive possession  was  not  maintained  by  the  different  purchasers.  It 
appears  from  the  evidence  that  while  a  portion  of  the  tract  was  culti- 
vated, the  greater  portion  was  used  for  grazing  purposes,  that  the  tract 
was  enclosed  by  fences  and  natural  barriers,  but  that  the  stock  of  sur- 
rounding claimants  would  in  certain  seasons  of  the  year  intrude  upon 
this  enclosure,  and  also  that  the  owners  at  times  granted  permission  for 
cattle  to  graze  on  the  land.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  the  claim- 
ants did  not  maintain  possession  of  the  tract  in  dispute  and  use  it  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  best  adapted.  In  the  case  of  Dallas  tf. 
White  (Oopp^s  Land  Owner,  Vol.  5,  p.  82),  it  was  held  after  citing  the 
case  of  Hyatt  v.  Smith,  that  it  is  sufficient  under  the  act  now  under 
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consideration,  if  the  lands  claimed  are  used  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  are  best  adapted,  without  a  fence  or  enclosure. 

It  is  alleged  that  neither  Pujol  and  Sanjurjo  nor  any  of  the  subse- 
quent holders  purchased  in  good  faith,  that  each  purchased  a  specula- 
tive title. 

Id  my  opinion  the  record  does  not  sustain  this  conclusion. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  Romero  brothers  believed  that  they  had 
a  valid  grant,  and  this  opinion  and  belief  was  shared  generally  by  their 
neighbors  and  associates,  and  the  community.  The  holders  of  the  title 
to  the  lauds  claimed  to  have  been  granted  had  purchased  prior  to  the 
rejection  of  the  grant  by  the  supreme  court  and  up  to  the  date  of  the 
rejection  by  the  final  tribunal,  there  was  at  legist,  reasonable  grounds 
for  the  belief  that  the  grant  would  be  confirmed.  It  was  rejected  both 
by  the  lower  tribunals  and  by  the  sui>reme  court  for  the  reason  that 
there  was  no  record  evidence  that  the  grant  had  actually  issued  by  the 
Mexican  Governor.  There  was,  however,  parol  evidence  introduced 
which  taken  separately,  created  a  strong  presumption  that  the  grant 
had  issued.  In  this  connection  the  court  say  (L  Wallace,  721)  ^<  taken 
separately  the  parol  evidence  if  competent,  might  possibly  justify  a  dif- 
fei*ent  conclusion,"  but  taken  in  connection  with  the  documentary  evi- 
dence and  when  so  considered,  the  conclusion  was  that  no  grant  was 
issued  by  the  governor.  If  it  required  the  careful  analysis  of  the  evi- 
dence by  able  law3'^ers  to  determine  the  character  of  the  grant  and  the 
same  was  rejected  for  technical  defects  and  not  for  fraud  or  the  want  of 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  grantee,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  assume  that 
the  community  at  large  were  strong  in  the  belief  that  the  grant  was  a 
valid  one  and  that  the  title  purchased  was  a  good  one. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  while  the  consideration  named  in 
the  deed  was  $5,000,  it  was  agreed  and  stijiulated  between  the  parties 
that  an  additional  $3,000  should  be  paid  in  the  event  of  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  grant  and  this  is  cited  in  support  of  the  conclusion  that  the 
title  purchased  was  a  speculative  one.  I  do  not  concur  in  this  view. 
The  facts  as  they  existed  at  that  time,  must  be  taken  into  account.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  grant  must  be  confirmed  by  a  judicial  tribunal, 
and  that  it  was  essential  that  evidence  of  the  grant  should  be  produced 
before  that  tribunal  and  the  parties  to  )>roduce  that  evidence  were  the 
grantees  themselves,  and  in  order  that  they  might  retain  their  interest 
in  producing  such  evidence  it  was  but  reasonable  that  increased  consid- 
eration for  the  property  should  be  agreed  upon  in  the  event  of  the  con- 
firmation of  title,  but  it  is  not  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  sum  of 
$5000,  would  be  paid  for  a  merely  speculative  title. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  parol  evidence  shows  that  certain 
stock,  horses,  cattle,  etc.,  passed  with  the  land.  The  evidence,  how- 
ever, fails  to  show  that  the  value  of  the  stock  amounted  to  any  definite 
sum,  nor  is  the  record  evidence  overcome  that  a  valuable  money  con- 
sideration was  paid  for  tho  land  by  the  grantees  of  Komero. 
17581— VOL  12 43 
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J.  W.  Tice  was  a  purchaser  for  a  valuable  consideratioa  from  said 
grantees  aud  he,  ou  April  6, 1861,  conveyed  the  title  to  his  mother 
Urhetta  Tice,  the  consideration  being  love  and  affection,  and  her 
better  support,  maintenance  and  protection,  and  it  is  contended  that 
while  this  is  a  good  consideration,  it  is  not  a  valuable  consideration, 
and  hence  that  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  23,  1866, 
the  title  was  not  vested  in  one  who  was  qualified  to  purchase  under 
said  act 

I  think  the  evidence  clearly  shows  that  Urhetta  Tice,  if  the  deed  to 
her  is  to  be  considered  an  absolute  convey  ance,  was  a  purchaser  in  good 
faith  ]  that  she  purchased  from  the  assignee  of  a  Mexican  grantee ;  that 
the  grant  was  rejected  subsequent  to  the  purchase,  that  she  had  nsed 
and  improved  the  laud  and  continued  in  actual  i>ossession  of  the  same 
according  to  the  lines  of  the  original  purchase  and  that  there  was  no 
valid  adverse  claim  to  the  land  except  that  of  the  United  States.  In 
view,  however,  of  the  consideration  expressed  in  the  deed,  can  she  be 
considered  a  purchaser  fol*  a  valuable  consideration,  the  additional 
qualification  necessary  in  order  to  be  a  purchaser  under  the  statute? 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  discussion  of  this  act  by  Congress  for 
the  pnrpose  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  it  was  intended  that  any 
specific  class  of  considerations  should  move  between  the  Mexican  holder 
and  his  transferree,  and  in  the  brief  argutnent  which  arose  over  the 
passage  of  the  bill  I  find  no  mention  thereof,  and  I  very  seriously  doubt 
whether  Congress  intended  any  more  by  this  proviso  than  to  prevent 
fraudulent  or  speculative  transfers,  hence  it  used  the  term,  <^  valuable 
consideration,"  in  its  popular  sense,  rather  than  in  its  technical  mean- 
ing and  application.  However,  tin<iing  the  words  ^  valuable  considi^ra- 
tion,"  in  the  section,  the  presumption  of  the  law  is  that  Congress  used 
it  in  its  well  defined  legal  signification,  hence  the  department  in  inter- 
preting the  same,  must  be  governed  by  the  definition  thereof,  as  used 
in  the  books.    Bouvier  defines  '<  valuable  consideration  "  as 

One  which  coDfers  some  benefit  upon  the  party  by  whom  the  promise  is  made,  or 
npon  a  third  party  nt  his  instance  or  request ;  or  some  detriment  snstained,  at  the 
instance  of  the  party  promising^  by  the  party  in  whose  favor  the  promise  is  made :  a 
valuable  consideration  may  consist  either  In  some  right,  interest,  profit,  or  benefit 
accruing  to  one  party,  or  some  forbearance,  detriment,  loss  or  responsibility  given, 
suffered,  or  undertaken  by  the  other. 

Good  considerations  are  those  of  blood,  natnral  love  or  affection,  and  the  like. 
Motives  of  natural  duty,  generosity,  and  prudence  come  under  this  class. 

I  think  it  may  be  bud  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  a  ^<  good  consider- 
ation "  will  pass  the  title  and  support  the  covenants  of  a  deed  and 
will  be  enforced  both  in  law  and  in  equity,  inter  partesj  and  in  all  cases 
where  such  conveyance  is  not  to  the  prejudice  of  creditors,  or  in  fraud 
of  the  rights  of  others  than  the  parties  to  the  conveyance  itself. 

The  act  in  (juestipu  is  remedial  in  its  nature  c^Qd  shoald  bo  liberally 
construed. 


DECISIONS    RELATING   TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  675 

It  has  been  held  in  the  case  of  a  remedial  act  that  everything  is  to  be  done  in 
advancement  of  the  remedy  than  can  be  given  consistently  with  any  construction 
that  can  be  pnt  upon  it. 

The  consideration  between  the  son  J.  W.  Tice  and  the  mother  Urhetta 
Tice,  tor  the  transfer  was  good  and  vested  the  title  in  her,  unless  the 
inhibition  in  the  statute  intervenes  to  prevent  the  same. 

The  record  shows  that  the  Tice  family,  consisting  of  the  father  and 
mother,  the  two  sons,  A.  J.  and  James  W.  Tice,  and  the  daughter,  the 
wife  of  S.  P.  Millett,  occupied  and  lived  upon  and  improved  the  land, 
and  various  transfers  were  ma<le  between  themselves  prior  to  July  23, 
1866,  as  before  recited.  By  deed  dated  May  13, 1863,  Urhetta  Tice,  A. 
J.  Tice,  8.  P.  Millett  and  wife,  conveyed  the  land  to  D.  P.  Smith,  who, 
on  February  25, 1869,  conveyed  to  John  R.  Spring,  who,  on  March  24, 
1869,  conveyed  to  Martin  Clark,  and  Clark  on  May  15,  1876,  conveyed 
to  Naphtaly.  By  deed  dated  April  1, 1869,  James  W.  Tice  conveyed  the 
land  to  Martin  Clark.  All  of  these  conveyances  were  for  a  valuable 
consideration. 

The  applicant,  Napbtaly,  has  filed  an  affidavit  in  which  he  states  that 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Tice  family,  that  when  the  conveyance 
was  made,  owing  to  the  insolvency  of  the  father,  it  was  made  to  the 
son,  James  W.  Tice,  and  the  legal  title  was  in  him,  although  the  other 
members  of  the  family  were  interested  in  the  purchase.  James  W. 
Tice,  it  was  claimed,  mortgaged  the  land  for  his  own  benefit,  the  other 
parties  interested  therefore  insisted  that  the  title  should  be  transferred 
to  the  mother  by  a  deed  of  gift,  Mrs.  Tice,  however,  holding  the  title 
only  in  trust  for  the  other  parties  in  interest  and  especially  as  security 
for  the  interest  she  and  her  husband  had  in  the  ranch.  Subsequently, 
when  it  was  determined  to  sell  the  ranch,  she  agreed  to  convey,  pro- 
vided the  claims  against  the  same  were  paid,  and  her  claim  of  $2,000 
was  satisfied,  which  claim  of  $2,000,  with  interest,  Naphtaly  subse- 
quently paid. 

If  the  conveyance  to  Urhetta  Tice  was  simply  a  deed  of  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  the  other  members  of  the  family,  and  in  the  nature  of  a  mort- 
gage as  security  for  a  claim  against  the  property,  a  <lifferent  rule  might 
govern,  and  it  may  appear  that  the  equitable  title  remained  in  the  son, 
who  was  a  qualified  purchaser  under  the  statute. 

Whatever  evidence  there  is  on  this  point  is  outside  the  record,  and 
is  neither  conclusive  nor  satisfactory,  and  in  order  that  the  facts  may 
be  ascertained,  you  are  hereby  instructed  to  order  a  further  hearing  on 
this  point  only. 

Give  dne  notice  to  the  parties  in  interest  and  when  the  evidence  is 
received,  transmit  the  same  to  this  Department  for  consideration,  and 
in  the  meantime  allow  no  disposal  of  the  land  in  question. 
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PRIVATE  CLAIM— MINERAL  LANDS. 

Baca  Float  No.  3. 

The  not  of  June  21, 1860,  aathorized  the  heirs  of  Baca  "  to  select  instead  of  the  land 
claimed  by  them  an  eqaal  quantity  of  vacant  land  not  mineral,"  and  the  harden 
of  proof  is,  therefore,  upon  claimants  nnder  said  grant  to  show  that  the  lands  so 
selected  are  non-mineral,  and  the  Department  may  at  any  time  before  title  passes 
from  the  government  require  the  claimants  to  show  that  said  land  is  not  mineral, 
even  though  the  character  of  the  land  may  not  have  been  known  to  the  claim- 
ants at  date  of  selection. 

The  right  of  claimants  under  this  grant  does  not  in  any  manner  depend  upon  the 
present  claim  of  the  town  of  Las  Vei;as,  nor  is  its  extent  to  be  measared  by  the 
quantity  of  land  tliat  may  be  awarded  to  said  town  upon  the  final  disposition  of 
that  claim. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commuaionerofthe  OeneralLand  Office, 

June  24,  1891. 

With  your  letter  of  July  20,  1889,  you  traosmit  the  api>eal  of  John 
C.  Robinson,  assignee,  from  the  decision  of  your  office  denying  his  ap- 
plication for  the  survey  of  the  private  land  claim  in  the  Territory  of 
Arizona,  known  as  Baca  Float  No.  3. 

This  claim  is  one  of  the  Ave  blocks  or  tracts  of  land  selected  and 
located  under  the  provision  of  the  act  of  June  21,  1860  (12  Stat.,  72), 
which  provides : 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  heirs  of  Luis  Maria  Baoa,  who  make  claim  to  the 
said  tract  of  land  as  is  claimed  by  the  town  of  Las  Begas  (Vegas),  to  select  instead 
of  the  land  claimed  by  them  an  equal  quantity  of  vacant  land,  not  mineral,  in  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  to  be  located  by  them  in  square  bodies  not  exceeding  five 
in  number.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  snr  veyor-general  of  New  Mexico  to  make 
survey  and  location  of  the  lands  so  selected  by  said  heirs  of  Baca  when  therennto 
required  by  them ;  Provided^  however^  That  the  right  hereby  granted  to  said  heirs  of 
Uaca  shall  continue  in  force  during  three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  no 
longer. 

On  July  2Gy  1860,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  called 
the  attention  of  the  sur  veyor  general  of  New  Mexico  to  the  claim  of 
the  heirs  of  Baca,  and  gave  the  following  direction : — 

Yon  will  proceed  to  have  the  exteriors  of  the  Las  Vegas  town  claim  properly  run 
and  connected  with  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys.  The  exact  area  of  the  Las  Vegas 
t-own  tract  having  been  thus  ascertained,  the  right  will  accrue  to  the  Baca  claim- 
ants to  select  a  quantity  equal  to  the  area  of  the  town  tract  elsewhere  in  New  Mex- 
ico, of  vacant  land,  not  mineral,  in  square  bodies  not  exceeding  five  in  number. 
You  wiU  furnish  them  with  a  certificate,  transmitting  at  the  same  time  a  duplioaie  to 
this  office,  of  their  right,  and  the  area  they  are  to  select  in  five  square  parcels. 

Acting  under  these  instructions  the  land  claimed  to  be  embraced  in 
the  grant  to  the  town  of  Las  Yegas  was  surveyed  and  found  to  contain 
49G,446.96  acres,  and  on  December  8,  1860,  the  surveyor  general  of 
New  Mexico,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  instructions,  issued  to  the  legal 
representatives  of  Baca  the  following  certificate,  a  duplicate  of  which 
was  sent  to  the  General  Land  Office : — 

I  hereby  oarfeiQr  that  the  grant  to  the  town  of  Las  Vegas  has  been  •arveyed.  nxider 
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instrnctioDs  from  this  office,  and  according^  to  the  laws  of  the  Uuited  States,  and  that 
the  area  of  said  tract  of  land  is  496,446.96  acres. 

Under  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  June  2l8t,  1860  (See  Statutes  at  large,  page 
71),  the  heirs  of  Luis  Maria  Baca,  are  entitled  to  select  in  not  more  than  five  square 
bodies,  the  amount  of  land  equal  to  said  area,  upon  any  of  the  unoccupied  lands,  not 
mineral,  of  New  Mexico,  and  the  surveyor  general  is  authorized  to  survey  and  locate 
the  same,  therefore  I  notify  yon  that  this  office  is  ready  to  cooperate  with  you,  and 
receive  your  application,  for  the  location  of  the  lands  granted  by  the  government. 

In  accordance  therewith,  five  tracts  of  land  were  selected  and  lo- 
cated, containing  in  each  99,289.39  acres,  and  known  as  Baca  claims 
numbers  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  respectively.  The  tract  designated  as  claim 
or  float  number  3  was  located  by  John  S.  Watts,  as  attorney  for  the 
Baca  heirs,  on  June  17,  1863,  which  was  amended  upon  application 
made  April  30, 1866,  so  as  to  correct  an  alleged  mistake  in  defining 
the  location,  and  instructions  for  the  survey  of  said  location  as  amended 
were  issued  by  the  General  Land  Office,  May  21, 1866,  but  the  survey 
was  not  executed,  because  of  the  failure  of  claimant  to  deposit  the 
necessary  funds. 

On  August  15,  1877,  J.  H.  Watts,  one  of  the  heirs  of  John  S.  Watts, 
who  became  upon  his  death  the  owner  of  Baca  claim  No.  3,  applied  to 
relocate  said  claim,  upon  the  ground  that  the  first  location  was  made 
on  land  supposed  to  be  vacant  and  non-mineral,  but  which,  as  he 
alleged,  was  disapproved  by  the  General  Land  0£Qce,  because  it  con- 
tained mineral,  or  for  absence  of  proof  that  it  was  not  mineral.  This 
application  was  rejected  by  Oommissioner  Williamson  September  20, 
1877,  upon  the  ground  that  the  act  limits  the  right  of  location  to  three 
years  and  no  longer,  and  that  the  time  having  expired  the  General 
Land  Office  had  no  power  to  authorize  a  relocation  of  the  claim.  He 
also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  survey  was  not  executed,  be- 
cause no  deposit  had  been  made  but  that  there  was  now  no  obstacle  to 
the  execution  of  the  surv'^ey  of  said  location. 

On  February  13, 1885,  John  C.  Robinson,  who  alleged  himself  to  be 
the  assignee  of  said  claim  also  applied  to  relocate  this  claim,  alleging 
that  the  claim  had  been  located  upon  lands  mineral  in  character,  and 
upon  this  application  Acting  Oommissioner  Harrison,  March  12,  1885, 
rejected  the  present  location  of  the  claim,  for  the  reason  that  it  em- 
braced lands  mineral  in  character  and  allowed  a  relocation  of  the 
same. 

The  question  as  to  whether  this  claim  can  be  relocated  was  after- 
wards submitted  to  the  Department  by  said  claimants,  and  on  June  15, 
1887,  the  Secretary  held  that  the  action  of  Acting  Oommissioner  Har- 
rison was  without  authority  and  void,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  no 
power  or  authority  in  the  Department  to  cancel  such  selection,  if  made 
prior  to  June  21, 1863,  upon  lands  not  known  to  contain  mineral,  or  to 
allow  a  relocation  of  the  claim  after  the  expiration  of  the  statutory 
period  within  which  they  were  allowed  the  right  of  selection  and  loca- 
tion.   (5  L.  D.,  705). 
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After  said  decLsiou  was  reDdered,  John  0.  Bobinson,  assignee,  ap- 
plied for  a  survey  of  said  locatioa  made  in  1863,  offer iug  to  make  a 
deposit  to  cover  the  expense  of  said  survey,  which  was  denied  by  youi 
office  March  5, 1889,  bat  in  the  decision  of  your  office  denying  said  ap- 
plication the  surveyor  general  of  Arizona  was  directed  to  order  a  hear- 
ing between  the  grant  claimants  and  certain  mineral  claimants,  whose 
applications  to  enter  parts  of  said  tract  under  the  mining  laws,  are  on 
file  in  your  office,  upon  the  following  i)oints : — 

(1)  As  to  whether  or  not  the  original  claimants  or  their  authorized  agents  or  gran t*- 
ees  knew,  at  the  time  of,  or  prior  to  the  selection  in  1863,  of  land  under  this  claim,  or 
at  the  time  in  1866  of  its  amendment,  of  the  existence  of  mines  within  the  out-bound- 
aries of  the  selection  as  designated  by  them  in  the  written  selections  on  file  in  your 
office;  (2)  as  to  whether,  in  point  of  fact,  mines  did  exist  within  such  out-bonud- 
ariesor  any  of  the  lands  therein  situated  were  known  in  the  vicinity  to  be  mineral, 
at  the  time  above  specified. 

From  this  decision  said  Robinson  appealed,  the  material  allegations 
of  error  being  substantially  to  the  effect  that  the  Commissioner  erreil 
in  failing  to  treat  said  claim  as  a  perfected  selection  and  location,  which 
had  been  adjudicated  by  the  approval  of  the  surveyor- general  of  New 
Mexico,  June  17, 18G3,  and  that  the  Commissioner  is  without  jurisdiction 
to  re-open  the  question  of  the  mineral  character  of  the  land,  and  to  or- 
der a  hearing  for  that  purpose ;  that  he  erred  in  holding  that  the  bur- 
den of  proof  was  upon  the  grant  claimants,  and  also  in  holding  that  the 
title  to  the  location,  made  in  1863,  ^^  rests  upon  the  confirmation  or  non- 
confirmation  of  the  Las  Vegas  claim,  to  the  extent  at  present  claimed 
by  the  grantees  thereof."  While  the  Department  held  that  it  had  no 
power  to  vacate  or  annul  a  selection  made  within  the  prescribed  period 
of  lands  not  known  to  contain  mineral,  yet  it  also  held  that,  if  claimants 
made  selection  of  lands  known  to  be  mineral  in  character,  such  selec- 
tion could  be  vacated,  and  the  right  to  select  other  land  in  lieu  thereof 
would  be  barred  after  the  expiration  of  the  statutory  period. 

The  question  as  to  the  mineral  character  of  this  land  has  never  been 
finally  and  definitely  passed  upon,  so  as  to  preclude  a  further  examina- 
tion of  that  question. 

In  the  application  to  locate  the  tract  made  by  John  S.  Watts,  in 
1863,  as  attorney  for  the  heirs  of  Baca,  he  states,  that  <^  said  tract  of 
land  is  entirely  vacant,  unclaimed  by  any  one,  and  is  not  mineral  to  my 
knowledge."  This  application  was  api)roved  by  the  surveyor- genei-al, 
and  in  his  letter  transmitting  it  to  the  General  Laud  Office  he  states, 
that  as  the  location  is  far  beyond  any  of  the  public  surveys,  he  did  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  procure  any  certificate  from  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, as  they  could  have  no  official  knowledge  concerning  it.  In  reply 
to  said  letter,  the  Commissioner,  on  July  18, 1863,  informed  the  surveyor- 
general  that : — 

Before  the  application  of  location  No.  3,  of  the  heirs  aforCHaid,  can  be  approved 
by  this  office^  it  is  necessary  that  onr  instructions  of  the  2(>th  July,  1860,  should  l>e 
complied  with  by  fumishing  a  statement  from  yourself  and  register  and  receiver  thnt 
the  laud  thus  selected  and  embracing  one  fifth  of  the  claim  or  U9,Sti9  39-100  aons  is 
vacant  and  not  mineral. 
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On  March  27, 1864,  John  S.  Watts  forwarded  to  the  General  Land 
Office  a  description  of  said  location,  again  stating  that  it  was  vacant 
and  not  mineral,  and  also  enclosed  the  certificate  of  the  register  and 
receiver  that  the  claim  is  located  upon  unsurveyed  lands,  and,  so  far 
as  the  records  of  their  office  show,  are  vacant  and  not  mineral  lands. 
The  surveyor  general,  in  response  to  said  letter  of  July  18,  1863,  re- 
plied : — 

Ab  I  aiu  personally  anacqaainted  with  that  region  of  coantry,  I  cannot  certify  that 
the  land  in  question  is  '  vacant  and  not  mineral'  or  otherwise.  Those  facts  can  only 
be  deterraineil  by  actual  examination  and  survey. 

No  further  evidence  of  the  character  of  the  laud  embraced  in  said 
location  seems  to  have  been  required,  but  ou  April  9, 1864,  inscructions 
were  issued  to  the  surveyor  general  directing  that  said  land  should  be 
surveyed  at  the  expense  of  the  grant  claimants.  No  survey  was  made 
under  these  instructions,  but  ou  April  30,  1866,  John  S.  Watts  iiled  an 
application,  accompanied  by  a  diagram  of  the  intended  location,  which 
had  been  erroneously  described  by  him  iu  his  application  of  June 
17,  1863,  asking  that  the  surveyor  general  be  instructed  to  correct 
the  mistake,  so  as  to  change  the  initial  point  of  the  survey,  and  to  com- 
mence at  a  point  indicated  in  said  amended  application.  The  amend- 
ment was  allowed,  and  instructions  were  accordingly  given  to  the 
surveyor-general  ou  May  21,  1886,  iu  which  he  was  instructed  to 

cause'  the  survey  to  be  executed  in  accordance  with  the  amended  description  of  the 
beginning  point,  which  is  described  in  Mr.  Watts'  application  of  the  30th  April  last, 
provided  by  so  doing  the  outboundaries  of  the  grant  thus  surveyed  will  embrace 
vacant  lands  not  mineral. 

The  survey  was  not  executed  under  these  instructions,  primarily,  for 
the  reason  that  the  claimants  failed  to  deposit  the  money  to  pay  for  the 
expense  of  said  survey,  and,  afterwards,  for  the  reason  that  large  min- 
eral deposits  had  been  discovered  on  the  tract  located. 

There  seems  to  be  no  question  that  the  land  embraced  in  this  loca- 
tion is  mineral  land.  This  is  shown  by  the  admissions  of  John  A. 
Watts,  in  his  application  to  relocate  this  claim,  dated  August  15, 1877, 
and  by  the  admission  of  John  C.  Robinsou  in  his  application  of  Feb- 
ruary 13, 1885.  But  there  are  also  on  file  in  your  office  communications 
from  various  parties  asserting  claims  to  certain  portions  of  said  tract, 
under  mineral  entries,  alleging  that  the  mineral  character  of  said  land 
was  notoriously  known  at  the  date  of  selection,  and  that  at  the  time  of 
the  selection  in  1863  the  original  locators  of  the  claim  well  knew  that 
it  embraced  old  and  well  known  and  long  used  Mexican  silver  mines. 

There  is  also  among  the  papers  in  this  case  an  affidavit  made  by 
Thomas  Gardner,  who  swears  that  he  has  lived  within  twenty  or  thirty 
miles  of  the  old  Salero  mine  from  1857  to  1888,  excepting  a  little  over 
one  year,  and  that  when  he  came  to  Arizona  the  country  around  the 
Salero  mine  (embraced  in  this  location)  was  notoriously  known  as  min- 
eral land,  and  the  Salero  mine  was  known  to  every  person  as  having 
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been  worked  by  the  Jesuit  Fathers  ;  that  the  Wrigbtson  brothers 
worked  the  old  Salero  and  other  mines  during  the  years  1858  and  1859i 
and,  perhaps,  1860,  "  and  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  between 
the  north  and  the  south  broke  up  the  mining  camp  entirely ; "  that  in 
1863  William  Wrightson,  with  Gilbert  Hopkins,  came  back  to  Arizona, 
and  said  they  were  going  to  open  up  the  Salero  mines  again,  but  in 
about  six  weeks  they  were  killed  by  the  Indians. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  admission  of  the  claimants  that  the 
land  is  mineral,  together  with  the  allegations  of  the  several  claimants 
that  its  mineral  character  wiis  known  to  the  claimants  at  the  date  of 
location  in  1863,  and  of  the  affidavit  of  Gardner  that  the  mineral  char- 
acter of  the  land  was  a  matter  of  common  notoriety,  there  is  sufficient 
warrant  for  the  action  of  your  office  in  ordering  a  hearing  to  determine 
the  question  as  to  whether  said  location  was  made  with  a  knowledge  of 
the  mineral  character  of  the  land. 

But  independently  of  this,  the  question  as  to  whether  the  mineral 
character  of  the  land  was  or  was  not  known  to  claimants  at  date  of 
location  is  immaterial.  The  act  of  June  21,  1860,  authorized  the  heirs 
of  Baca  "  to  select  instead  of  the  land  claimed  by  them  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  vacant  land  not  mineral  ^'  and  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the 
claimants  under  said  grant  to  show  that  the  lands  so  selected  or 
located  are  non-mineral  lands,  as  no  title  to  mineral  lands  can  vest  in 
them  under  said  act^  and  the  Department  may  at  any  time  before  the 
title  passes  from  the  government  require  the  chiimants  to  show  that  the 
land  is  not  mineral,  although  the  character  of  the  land  may  not  have 
been  known  to  claimants  at  the  date  of  selection  or  location.  If  upon 
the  hearing  the  proof  should  show  that  the  land  embraced  in  tlie  loca- 
tion is  mineral,  the  mineral  land  should  be  segregated  from  the  non- 
mineral  land  by  survey,  and  the  grant  claimants  will  be  entitled  to  such 
part  of  said  location  as  may  be  shown  to  be  non-mineral. 

One  of  the  alleged  errors  complained  of  in  this  appeal  is,  in  holding 
that  the  title  to  the  land  embraced  in  this  location  rests  upon  the  con- 
firmation or  non-confirmation  of  the  La^  Vegas  claim,  to  the  extent  at 
present  claimed  by  the  grantees.  The  right  of  these  claimants  does  not 
in  any  manner  depend  upon  the  present  claim  of  the  town  of  Las  Vegas 
nor  is  its  extent  to  be  measured  by  the  quantity  of  land  that  may  be 
awarded  to  said  town  upon  the  final  disposition  of  that  claim. 

In  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  21, 1860,  the  sur- 
veyor general  was  instructed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  first  survey  the  Las  Vegas  claim,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
toXtent  of  the  "  tract  of  land  as  is  claimed  by  the  town  of  Las  Vegas," 
and  which  was  also  claimed  by  Baca,  and  to  furnish  the  claimants  with 
a  certificate  of  the  quantity  of  land  they  were  entitled  to  as  an  equiva- 
lent for  the  land  claimed  by  them.  Pursuant  to  these  instructions,  the 
surveyor-general  surveyed  the  grant  of  the  town  of  Las  Vegas,  and 
found  it  to  contain  496,446.96  acres,  and  notified  the  representatives  of 
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the  heirs  of  Baca  that  they  were  entitled  to  select  vacant,  non-mineral 
land  of  equivalent  quantity,  in  five  bodies,  and  a  daplicate  of  said  cer- 
tificate was  sent  to  the  General  Land  Office.  This  amount  was  deter- 
mined by  the  proper  officers,  having  jurisdiction  to  determine  that  ques- 
tion, to  be  the  measure  of  quantity  which  the  Baca  heirs  had  the  right 
to  select  within  three  years,  and  their  adjudication  is  conclusive  of  that 
question,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  heirs  of  Baca  acted 
u))on  said  decision  and  made  selection  within  the  three  years  limited  by 
the  act,  after  which  no  selection  could  be  made. 

The  action  of  the  surveyor-general  in  determining  the  quantity  of  the 
grant  seems  to  have  been  recognized  by  Congress.  One  of  the  bodies 
of  land,  containing  one-fifth  of  the  quantity  found  by  the  surveyor 
general  to  be  the  measure  of  the  grant  to  the  heirs  of  Baca,  was  located 
within  the  three  years,  as  provide<l  in  the  act,  and  Congress  by  act  of 
July  11, 1864  (13  Stats.,  125),  authorized— 

the  heirs  of  Lais  Maria  Baca  to  raise  and  withdraw  the  selection  and  location  of  one 
of  the  square  bodies  of  land  confirmed  to  them  by  said  act,  heretofore  located  by  said 
heirs  on  the  Pecos  River,  adjoining  the  Fort  Sumner  reservation,  and  to  select  and 
re-locate  the  same,  in  the  manner  provided  by  said  act ;  .  .  .  and  npon  such 
selection  and  re-location,  the  title  to  said  square  body  of  land,  the  same  being  the  one 
fifth  part  of  the  private  claim  confirmed  to  said  heirs  as  aforesaid,  so  selected  and  re- 
located, shall  be,  and  is  hereby  confirmed  to  the  said  heirs  of  the  said  Lais  Maria 
Baca  as  fully  and  perfectly  as  if  the  same  had  been  selected  and  located  within  three 
years  from  and  after  the  approval  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

Furthermore,  other  locations  made  upon  this  measure  of  quantity, 
and  in  the  hands  of  other  assignees,  have  been  perfected  and  passed 
beyond  the  control  of  this  Department. 

Yon  will  therefore  direct  that  a  hearing  be  had,  with  a  view  to  deter- 
mine the  character  of  the  land  embraced  in  said  location,  and  if  said 
laud  or  any  part  thereof  is  found  to  be  mineral,  you  will  take  action 
thereon  in  accordance  with  the  directions  herein  given. 


APPUCATION  FOR  SITRVBY— I8IiAOT>. 

James  O.  McLaughlin  (On  Rbvibw). 

Where  land  has  been  sarveyed,  sold,  and  patented  by  the  government,  the  snbseqnent 
gradual  erosion  of  the  soil,  resaltin^  in  the  formation  of  an  island  in  a  navigable 
stream  occupyiDg  the  area  formerly  surveyed  and  sold,  does  not  operate  to 
vest  title  in  the  government  to  such  formation,  or  authorize  a  public  survey  of 
the  same. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

June  24, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  motion  for  review  and  reconsideration  of  the 
decision  of  the  Department  (12  L.  D.,  304),  affirming  the  decision  of 
your  office  refusing  the  application  of  James  C.  McLaughlin  for  the  sur- 
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vey  of  an  island  in  the  Missouri  River,  in  Seo.'22,  T.  50  N.,  E.  33  W.,  in 
the  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  reason  that  said  island  is  embraced  within 
the  former  limits  of  the  K£.  |,  the  SE.  i,  and  the  E.  i  of  the  SW.  ^  of 
Sec.  22,  in  said  township  and  range,  which  had  been  disposed  of  by  the 
government,  and  that  any  riparian  rights  claimed  by  the  owners  upon 
the  shores  of  the  Missouri  Biver  must  be  adjudicated  by  the  proper 
court. 

It  is  alleged  in  said  motion  that  the  decision  of  your  office  was  af- 
firmed upon  the  authority  of  the  case  of  St.  Louis  v.  Eutz  (138  U.  S., 
226),  wherein  the  court  based  its  decision  upon  the  act  of  Congress 
admitting  the  State  of  Illinois  into  the  Union,  and  upon  the  law  of  said 
State;  that  the  proof  in  McLaughlin's  case  was  positive  that  said 
island  was  permanent  and  formed  by  accretion ;  and  that  in  the  case 
of  Packer  v.  Bird  (137  XJ.  S.,  661),  "  not  reported  when  the  appeal  of 
McLaughlin  was  heard,"  the  United  States  supreme  court  held  ^Hhata 
patent  by  the  United  States  which  in  terms  bounds  the  land  on  the 
margin  of  a  navigable  stream,  carries  the  title  only  to  the  water  edge, 
and  not  to  the  center  of  the  stream." 

It  is  not  alleged  that  there  was  any  error  in  the  statement  of  fact  in 
said  departmental  decision,  only  that  the  law  was  misapplied.  The 
decision  sought  to  be  reviewed  found  that  said  island  was  wholly  within 
the  limits  of  said  section  22,  which  had  been  surveyed  and  disposed  of 
by  the  government  long  prior  to  the  formation  of  said  island  ;  that  by 
a  gradual  change  in  the  course  of  the  river  all  of  said  land  was  washed 
away  and  in  place  thereof  was  a  broad  expanse  of  water  with  a  chan- 
nel fq^  steamboats  near  botbHhe  eastern  and  western  shores,  and  after- 
wards, by  accretion  of  alluvial  deposits,  said  island  was  formed  on  the 
spot  where  the  land  which  was  sold  by  the  government  was  situated. 

Counsel  are  mistaken  in  stating  that  the  Packer- Bird  case  {supra) 
was  not  reported  at  the  date  when  said  appeal  was  heard,  for  it  was 
decided  on  January  19,  1891,  and  the  advance  sheets  containing  the 
opinion  were  furnished  to  the  Department  soon  after  its  rendition. 

There  is  no  conflict  in  the  two  decisions.  It  is  true  that  the  land  in 
the  St.  LouisEutz  case  (supra)  was  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  the 
court  (Op.  p.  24S-9)  said  : 

The  enabling  act  of  April  18,  1818,  3  Stat.  429,  Par.2,niidei  which  Illinois  was  or- 
ganized as  a  State  and  admitted  into  the  Union,  made  *'  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi 
River"  the  western  boundary  of  the  State.  The  enabling  act  of  March  6,  1820,  3 
Stat.  545,  Par.  2,  under  which  Missouri  was  organized  as  a  Stat>e  and  admitted  into 
the  Union,  made  the  **  middle  of  the  main  oh  annel  of  the  Mississippi  Biver  "  the  east- 
ern boundary  of  Missouri,  so  far  as  its  boundary  line  was  coterminous  with  the  west- 
em  boundary  of  Illinois.  It  has  been  held  by  the  supreme  court  ot  Illinois,  Buttenath 
V.  St.  Louis  Bridge  Co.,  123  Illinois,  535,  that  these  two  enabling  acts  are  to  be  con- 
strued as  in  pari  materia,  and  that  the  common  boundary  line  between  Missouri  and 
Illinois  is  the  **  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi  River."  The  *'  middleof 
the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi "  has  been  constantly  treated  as  the  eastern  bonud- 
ary  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  Jones  v,  Sonlard,  24  How.,  41 ;  The  Schools  v.  Risley, 
10  WaU.,  91. 
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It  followH  that  an  island  in  the  Mississippi  River,  in  its  oonroe  between  Dlinois 
and  Missonri,  must  lie  wholly  in  one  of  those  States  or  the  other,  beoanse  the  main 
channel  of  the  river  ratist  ran  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  snch  Island. 

Again  the  court  said : 

We  must  not  be  understood  as  implying,  that  if  an  island  in  the  Mississippi  River 
remains  stable  in  position,  while  the  main  channel  of  the  river  changes  firom  one  side 
of  the  island  to  the  other,  the  title  to  the  land  would  change,  because  it  might  be  at 
one  tiuie  on  one  side  and  at  another  time  on  the  other  side  of  the  boundary  between 
two  States. 

There  is  no  conflict  in  said  departmental  decision  with  the  doctrine 
announceil  in  the  Packer-Bird  case,  as  stated  by  counsel, 

that  a  patent  by  the  United  States  which  in  terms  bounds  the  land  on  the  margin 
of  a  navigable  stream  carries  the  title  only  to  the  water  edge  and  not  to  the  center 
of  the  stream. 

In  the  patent  issued  for  the  land  disposed  of  by  the  government  in 
said  section  22,  there  was  no  limitation  to  the  margin  of  the  river,  and 
the  subsequent  gradual  washing  away  of  the  soil  did  not  revest  the 
title  to  the  land  in  the  government,  so  that  it  can  again  dispose  of  the 
land  to  another  person.  Such  a  proceeding  would  be  contrary  to  rea- 
son and  inequitable,  and  ''  reason  is  the  soul  of  the  law." 

Upon  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  matter,  no  good  reason  ap- 
pears for  revoking  said  decision,  and  said  motion  must  be  and  it  is 
hereby  denied. 


MININO  CLAIM— PLACER  PATENT— KNOWN  LODE. 

BjgSBEL   LOBSL 

Where  the  record  shows  that  there  is  no  known  lode  or  vein  within  the  boundary  of 
a  placer  claim,  and  patent  regularly  issues  thereon,  no  subsequent  application  for 
a  lode  claim,  within  said  placer,  should  be  accepted  so  long  as  said  placer  patent 
remains  uncanceled. 

A  lode  entry,  allowed  in  contravention  of  this  rule,  may  be  suspended,  and  opportu- 
nity given  the  entryman  to  apply  for  a  hearing  on  the  allegation  that  at  the  date 
of  the  placer  entry  and  patent,  said  lode  claim  was  known  to  exist,  with  a  view 
to  subsequent  judicial  proceedings  against  said  placer  patent  if  such  aUegation  is 
sustained. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the    General  Land 

Office,  June  24,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Charles  0.  Kellogg  et  al.j  from  the 
decision  of  your  predecessor  dated  March  27,  1890,  holding  for  cancella- 
tion his  mineral  entry  No.  2788,  of  the  Kebel  lode  claim,  made  October 
29, 1886,  at  the  Leadville  land  office  in  the  8tAte  of  Colorado,  to  the 
extent  of  fort^^-seven  one  hundredths  of  an  acre,  lying  within  the  Moyer 
])lacer  claim,  snrvey  No.  300,  which  was  patented  on  January  30,  1880, 
and  no  exclusion  was  made  from  said  survey  and  patent  of  the  laud  in 
questiou. 

The  appellant  alleges  error  in  said  decision  in  holding  said  entry  for 
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cancellation  in  whole  or  in  part;  in  not  holding  that  said  lode  claim, 
being  known  at  the  date  of  the  entry  of  said  placer,  was  expressly  ex- 
cluded therefrom,  and  no  title  to  any  lode  claim  passed  ander  the  patent 
for  said  placer  claim,  and  in  not  issuing  patent  for  the  Rebel  Lode  claim 
so  that  the  lode  claimant  and  the  placer  claimant  may  test  their  rights 
in  the  courts. 

Your  office  cited  as  authority  for  said  ruling  the  Pike's  Peak  lode 
case  (10  L.  D.,  200),  in  which,  after  a  careful  examination,  and  upon  full 
consideration,  it  was  held  {inter  alia)  that  if  the  record  shows  that  there 
is  no  known  lode  or  vein  within  the  boundary  of  a  placer  claim,  and 
patent  regularly  issues  thereon,  no  subsequent  application  for  a  lode 
claim,  within  said  placer,  should  be  received  by  the  local  office,  so  long 
as  said  placer  patent  remains  outstanding  and  uncanceled  in  whole  or 
in  part. 

This  ruling  would  seem  to  be  decisive  of  the  case  at  bar.  But,  inas- 
much as  the  entry  has  been  allowed,  and  there  are  certain  ex  parte 
affidavits  in  the  record  alleging  that  said  lode  claim  was  known  to  exist 
within  the  limits  of  said  placer  claim  prior  to  the  issuance  of  patent 
therefor,  in  my  judgment  said  entry  of  the  lode  claim  should  be  sus- 
pended for  a  reasonable  time,  say  thirty  days  from  notice  hereof,  in 
order  that  the  lode  claimant,  if  he  so  desires,  may  appl^^  for  a  hearing 
to  determine  whether  said  Kebel  lode  claim  was  known  to  exist  at  the 
date  of  the  entry  and  issuance  of  patent  for  said  placer  claim,  to  the 
end  that,  upon  a  sufficient  showing,  action  may  be  recommended  to  set 
aside  the  placer  patent  so  far  as  the  same  shall  conflict  with  said  lode 
claim.  If  no  application  sh^^ld  be  made,  as  above  indicated,  then  the 
decision  of  your  office  will  be  affirmed  and  the  lode  entry  canceled  as 
to  the  part  in  conflict  with  the  placer  claim. 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 


APPLICATION— APPBAL-SBTTLBMBNT— ENTRY. 

Baxter  v.  Orilly. 

The  fail  are  of  an  applicant  to  appeal  from  the  rejection  of  his  application  for  a 
tract  of  land,  will  not  defeat  his  right  to  be  heard,  if  he  was  not  dnly  notified  of 
his  right  of  appeal,  as  provided  in  rule  C6,  of  practice. 

A  hearing  should  be  ordered  to  test  the  qnestion  of  priority,  where  a  pre-emptor, 
alleging  a  prior  settlement  right,  applies  to  file  for  a  tract  of  land  embraced 
within  the  existing  entry  of  another. 

Under  an  alleged  settlement  right  set  up  to  defeat  the  entry  of  another,  priority  of 
settlement  must  not  only  appear,  but  also  that  the  settler  was  at  that  date  quali- 
fied to  enter  the  land. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Oha/ndler  to  the  Oommissianer  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  June  24, 1891. 

With  your  letter  of  Jnne  9, 1890,  yon  transmit  the  record  in  the  case 
of  Alfred  R.  Baxter  r.  Henry  Crilly,  on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your 
decision  of  January  16, 1890,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead 
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entity,  made  June  2, 1886,  upon  the  NB.  ^  of  Sec.  2,  T.  25,  R.  47,  Chad- 
roD,  Nebraska. 

On  July  5, 1886,  Baxter  forwarded  to  the  local  officers  his  pre-emption 
declaratory  statement  for  said  land,  and  the  same  was  returned  to  him, 
for  the  reason  that  the  land  was  cohered  by  Orilly's  homestead  entry. 

On  December  22,  thereafter,  Baxter  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest 
against  the  entry,  alleging  prior  right  to  the  land,  by  reason  of  settle- 
ment and  residence  as  a  pre-emptor. 

Hearing  was  duly  had,  all  parties  being  present  and  participating 
therein,  and  the  register  and  receiver  dismissed  the  contest ;  and,  on 
appeal,  you  reversed  that  judgment. 

I  have  examined  the  testimony,  and  find  the  same  substantially  set 
forth  in  the  decision  appealed  from.  I  concur  in  the  conclusions 
reached  by  your  office,  that  Baxter  had  a  settlement  on  the  land  at  the 
date  of  Crilly's  entry. 

It  is  insisted  that  Baxter  lost  his  right  to  the  land  when  he  failed  to 
appeal  within  thirty  days  from  the  action  of  the  local  officers  ^^  reject- 
ing" his  application  to  file.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  local  officers 
formally  rejected  the  application,  but  ^^ returned"  it,  for  the  reason 
above  set  forth,  which  is  in  efiect  a  rejection. 

If  the  same  had  been  rejected,  he  was  entitled  to  notice  of  his  right 
of  appeal,  under  Rule  of  Practice  66;  and  in  such  case,  until  he  was 
duly  notified  of  such  right,  he  would  not  be  considered  in  default,  if  he 
failed  to  appeal  within  thirty  days  of  such  rejection.  Turner  v.  Bum- 
garduer,  5  L.  D.,  377. 

Moreover,  when  Baxter  applied  to  file  his  declaratory  statement  for 
the  laud  embraced  in  Grilly's  entry,  alleging  settlement  prior  to  the 
date  of  such  entry,  a  hearing  should  have  been  at  once  ordered  to  de- 
termine the  rights  of  the  parties.    James  et  al,  v.  Nolan,  5  L.  D.,  526. 

The  hearing  developed  the  fact  that  Baxter  had  settled  on  the  land 
before  Grilly  made  his  entry  thereon ;  but  that  fact  alone  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  give  him  the  superior  right  unless  the  additional  fact  appears 
that  he  was  qualified  to  make  entry  at  the  date  of  his  settlement.  He 
was  only  twenty  years  old  at  date  of  hearing;  and  it  does  not  appear 
from  the  record  that  he  was  the  head  of  a  family  when  he  made  the  set- 
tlement; nor  is  it  shown  whether  he  ever  had  the  benefit  of  any  right 
of  pre-emption,  or  whether  he  was  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  or  whether  he  quit  or  abandoned  his  residence  on 
his  own  land  to  reside  on  the  public  land  in  the  same  State.  If  he  was 
not  legally  qualified  to  make  entry  at  the  date  he  settled  upon  thelsmd, 
such  settlement,  although  antedating  Grilly's  entry  by  two  days,  would 
not  give  him  the  superior  right  to  the  land.  To  defeat  the  entry,  he 
must  not  only  show  that  the  had  a  prior  bona  fide  settlement,  but  that 
he  also  had  all  the  legal  qualifications  to  make  entry  of  the  land  at  the 
date  he  settled. 

I  therefore  remand  the  case,  with  directions  that  you  require  Baxter 
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to  file  sappleuiental  proof,  duly  corroborated,  that  he  was  a  qualified 
pre-emptor  at  date  of  his  settlemeut  on  the  land.    You  will  allow  htm 
thirty  days  from  date  of  notice  of  this  decision  to  comply  with  this  re- 
quirement.   In  the  meantime,  Grilly's  entry  will  remain  suspended. 
Your  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 


TOWNSITB  PATENT— KNOIVN  LQDE  CLAIM-ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1891. 

Pacific  Slope  Lode. 

The  issnaace  of  a  townsite  patent  for  land  that  contains  a  known  lode  claim  conveys 
no  title  to  said  claim ;  but  such  patent,  while  outstanding,  operates  to  remove 
the  land  described  therein,  and  the  title  thereto,  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  De- 
partmenty  and  effectually  precludes  the  issuance  of  a  patent  for  said  mining 
claim. 

Where  no  exception  of  any  portion  of  the  surface  ground  is  made  from  the  land  de- 
scribed in  a  townsite  patent,  departmental  authority  over  such  land,  and  the  title 
thereto,  terminates  with  the  issuance  of  said  patent,  even  though  snch  instm- 
ment  may  in  terms  declare  that  no  title  shall  be  acquired  thereby  to  any  mine, 
or  valid  mining  claim,  and  it  shall  subsequently  apj[>oar  that  it  covers  land 
containing  a  lode  claim  known  to  exist  at  the  date  of  the  townsite  entry  and 
patent. 

Where  it  appears  that  a  townsite  patent  has  issued  for  land  containing  a  known  lode 
claim,  based  on  a  record  location  made  prior  to  the  townsite  entry,  judicial  pro- 
ceedings should  be  instituted  looking  toward  the  vacation  of  said  patent,  so  far 
as  in  conflict  with  said  mining  claim,  and  the  subsequent  issuance  of  propet 
title  to  the  mineral  claimant. 

Section  16,  act  of  March  3,  1891,  is  not  retroactive  in  its  operation,  and  hence  can  nor 
affect  oases  pending  at  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  CommiHHumer  of  the  General  Land 

Office^  June  25,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Pacific  Slope 
lode  claim  from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  March  31,  1890,  holding 
so  mnoh  of  their  mineral  entry  for  cancellation  as  conflicts  with  the 
patented  townsite  of  Butte,  Helena  land  district,  Montana. 

The  record  shows  that  a  part  of  the  tract  desciibed  in  the  Pacific 
Slope  lode  claim  was  patented  to  the  townsite  of  Butte  on  the  20th  of 
September,  1877. 

On  May  28, 1874,  the  Pacific  Slope  lode  claim  was  located,  and,  on 
the  same  day,  duly  recorded  in  Book  *  F '  at  page  215  of  the  Lode  Bee- 
ords  of  the  Summit  Valley  mining  district,  Montana. 

The  townsite  entry  was  made  July  25, 1876,  and  a  patent  issued  thereon 
September  26, 1877.  On  January  19,  1882,  the  mineral  claimants  ap- 
plied for  a  patent,  alleging  that  they  were  in  the  actual,  quiet  and 
undisturbed  possession  thereof  under  the  mining  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Montana,  and  in  accordance  with  the  local  customs  and 
rales  of  miners. 
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Ou  April  13, 1882,  tbe  lode  claim  entry  was  made,  the  claim  paid  for, 
and  the  proprietors  received  a  receipt  and  certificate  theretbr. 

Under  date  of  July  9,  1887,  yoar  office  ordered  a  hearing,  for  the 
parpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  grounds  embraced  in  said  mineral 
claim,  so  far  as  it  lies  within  Butte  townsite,  were  know  n  to  be  val- 
uable for  minerals  at  the  date  of  the  townsite  entry  or  prior  thereto. 
A  trial  was  had  on  June  23,  1888,  at  which  the  mineral  claimants  ap- 
peared and  gave  testimony,  and  W.  O.  Speer,  city  attorney  of  Butte 
City,  appeared  as  a  '<  friend  of  the  register." 

Considering  tbe  evidence  submitted,  on  February  15,  1889,  the  local 
laud  officers  found  '^  that  the  Pacific  Slope  lode  claim  was  worked  and 
held  prior  to  the  townsite  entry,  and  that  it  was  more  valuable  for  min- 
eral than  for  townsite  purposes,  and  prior  to  the  occupation  thereof  for 
residence  or  business  purposes  under  the  townsite  act." 

No  appeal  was  taken  from  this  finding.  However,  the  register  and 
receiver  forwarded  all  the  papers  to  your  office,  where,  on  March  31, 
1890,  it  was  held  that: 

lu  view of  departmeutal  decision  of  February  21,  1890,  in  the  case  of 

the  Pike's  Peak  Lode  Claim  (10  L.  D.,  '^00),  mineral  entry  No.  til9  is  liereby  held  for 
cancellation  as  to  so  much  thereof  as  lies  within  said  patented  townsite  of  Batte. 

An  appeal  has  been  taken  from  your  ruling  to  this  Department. 

The  tract  covered  by  the  mineral  entry  is  shown  to  have  been  known 
to  be  valuable  for  its  minerals,  and  that  a  well-defined  vein  of  gold  was 
contained  therein  long  before  the  townsite  entry  was  made.  It  is 
shown  that  the  location  of  said  mineral  claim  consisted  of  placing 
monuments  upon  the  surface  of  the  ground  to  mark  its  boundaries, 
and  in  making  a  written  declaration  under  oath  of  the  discovery,  and 
causing  this  declaration  to  be  recorded  in  the  public  records  of  the 
county.  This  was  notice  to  the  world  of  the  existence  of  valuable 
mineral  in  said  claim,  and  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  have 
held  that: 

Where  a  location  of  a  vein  or  lode  has  been  made  under  the  law,  and  its  bounda- 
ries have  been  Bpecilically  marked  on  the  surface,  so  as  to  be  readily  traced,  and 
notice  of  the  location  is  recorded  in  the  usual  books  of  record  within  the  district, 
we  think  it  may  safely  be  said  that  the  vein  or  lode  is  known  to  exist,  although  pei- 
sonal  knowledge  of  the  fact,  may  not  be  possessed  by  the  applicant  for  a  paUmt  of  a 
placer  claim.  Tbe  information  which  the  law  requires  the  locators  to  give  to  the  pub* 
lie  njust  be  deemed  sufficient  to  acquaint  the  applicant  with  the  existence  of  the  vein 
or  lode.    (Noyee  v.  Mantle,  127  U.  S.,  348.) 

The  case  above  cited  was  a  contioversy  very  much  like  one  at  bar. 
The  location  of  the  lode  claim  was  made  in  April,  1878,  under  the  same 
law  that  goverened  the  location  of  the  Pacific  Slope  lode  claim,  to  wit: 
the  act  ot  Congress  approved  May  10, 1872  (17  Stats.,  91 ;  He  v.  Stats., 
Title  32,  Gh.  6).  The  adverse  claimant  asserted  title  to  the  lode  claim 
under  a  patent  of  the  United  States  issued  to  him  ou  the  23rd  day  of 
April,  1880,  i'or  a  placer  mining  claim  which  included  that  lode  within 
its  boundaries.    The  appUoatiou  of  tbe  placer  claimant  ibr  a  patent  was 
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made  in  December,  1878,  aboat  eight  months  after  the  location  of  the 
lode  claim. 

In  that  case,  as  in  the  one  at  bar,  there  was  no  pretense  that  the 
original  locators  did  not  comply  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  law  in 
makiug  the  location  of  the  lode  claim  or  that  the  claim  was  ever  aban- 
doned or  forfeited.    The  supreme  coart  said : 

They  had  thus  done  all  that  was  neoeaaary  nnder  the  law  for  the  aoqaisition  of  an 
exolasive  right  to  the  possesBLon  and  enjoyment  of  the  jj^ronnd.  The  claim  was 
thenceforth  their  property.  They  needed  only  a  patent  of  the  United  States  to  ren- 
der their  title  perfect,  and  that  they  conld  obtain  at  aoy  time  npon  proof  of  what 
they  had  done  in  locating  the  claim  and  of  subsequent  expenditures  to  a  specified 
amount  in  developing  it.  Until  the  patent  issued,  the  government  held  the  title  in 
trust  for  the  locators  or  their  vendees.  The  ground  itself  was  not  afterwards  open 
to  sale. 

It  would  seem  that  the  reasoning  in  that  case  is  applicable  to  the 
case  at  bar,  for  the  Pacific  Slope  lode  claim  was  regularly  located  be- 
fore the  date  of  the  townsite  entry.  Such  a  location,  when  perfected 
under  the  law,  is  the  property  of  the  locators  or  their  grantees,  and  the 
land  covered  by  the  location  is  not  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  gov- 
ernment.   Belk  V.  Meagher,  104  17.  S.,  279. 

Accordingly,  when  the  patent  was  issued  to  the  townsite  of  Butte, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  law  which  declares  that  no  title  shall  be 
acquired  under  the  townsite  law  to  any  mine  of  gold,  silver,  cinnabar, 
or  copper,  etc.,  your  ofiice  expressly  excluded  such  veius  or  lodes  from 
the  operation  of  the  conveyance. 

Having  determined  that  the  mineral  claim  was  known  to  exist  and 
was  valuable  for  its  product  at  the  dates  on  which  the  townsite  entry- 
was  made  and  the  patent  issued,  the  question  arises:  has  the  Depart- 
ment jurisdiction  to  issue  a  patent  to  the  proprietors  of  the  mineral 
claim  while  the  patent  to  the  townsite  is  still  outstanding  t 

The  general  rule  is  well  settled  that  the  issuance  of  a  patent  terminates 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Departmeut  over  the  laud  covered  thereby,  aud 
such  patent  can  be  invalidated  only  by  proceedings  in  the  proper  court. 
John  P.  S.  Voght,  9  L.  D.,  114  j  United  States  v.  Schurz,  102  U.  S.,  378; 
Moore  v.  Bobbins,  96  U.  S.,  530 ;  Pueblo  of  San  Francisco,  5  L.  D.,  483, 
and  numerous  departmental  decisions^ 

In  order  to  secure  a  patent  for  a  townsite  claim,  the  appUcant  must 
make  an  affidavit  that  there  is  no  '*  known  lode  or  vein  ^  within  the 
boundary  of  the  townsite  entry.  If  such  affidavit  is  falsely  made,  then 
the  patent  issued  upon  the  entry  could  be  vacated  or  annulled  by 
appropriate  action  in  the  proper  court 

From  an  examinatiou  of  the  records  in  this  case,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  existence  of  the  Pacific  Slope  lode  claim  was  known  at  the  dates  on 
which  the  townsite  entry  was  made  and  patent  issneil,  aud,  consequently, 
no  title  to  the  land  embraced  in  this  mineral  claim  passed  to  said  town- 
site  by  reason  of  its  patent.  Furthermore,  when  the  Pacific  Slope  lode 
claim  was  perfected,  the  ownership  thereof  passed  therebyi  and  the 
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surface  groand  iucident  thereto  and  embraced  therein  was  removed  from 
the  category  of  public  lands ;  but,  while  it  is  seen  that  the  patent  to  the 
townsite  provides  that ''  No  title  shall  be  hereby  acquired  to  any  mine 
of  gold,  silver,  cinnabar  or  copper,  or  to  any  valid  mining  claim  or  pos- 
session held  under  existing  laws  of  Congress,"  no  exception  is  made  of 
any  of  the  surface-ground  included  in  the  grant  to  the  townsite.  It 
follows  primarily  that  all  of  the  land  described  in  the  patent  is  taken 
from  out  the  control  of  the  Department 

It  is  contended  by  counsel  for  the  mineral  claimants  that  the  Depart- 
ment has  jurisdiction  to  issue  a  patent  for  the  lode,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  a  patent  has  already  been  issued  covering  the  surface  em- 
braced in  the  lode  claim,  maintaining  that  it  is  not  a  question  of  the 
issue  of  a  second  patent  for  the  same  land  since  the  townsite  patent 
expressly  carved  out  and  did  not  purport  to  convey  the  mineral  claim. 

This  contention  is  untenable.  The  ground  contended  for  is  the  same 
that  is  covered  by  the  townsite  patent,  and,  while  the  townsite  may  be 
compelled  to  surrender  portions  of  its  ground  because  of  the  prior  right 
of  the  Pacific  Slope  lode  claim,  this  Department  is  not  the  proper  tri- 
bunal in  which  to  seek  that  kind  of  relief.  The  surface  of  the  ground 
included  in  the  patent  of  the  townsite  is  described  by  metes  and  bounds; 
no  described  exception  is  found  therein,  and  any  attempt  of  this  De- 
I>artment  to  issue  a  second  patent  covering  any  [)art  of  the  surface 
de8crit)ed  in  the  townsite  patent  would  be  without  authority.  (Pike's 
Peak  Lode,  10  L.  D.,  200.) 

On  April  13,  1891,  the  proprietors  of  the  lode  claim  filed  a  motion  to 
have  this  case  taken  up  and  disposed  of  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 16  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3,  1891  (26  Stats., 
1095),  and  under  the  rule  of  the  Department,  adopted  April  8,  1891 
(12  L.  D.,  308).  This  motion  must  be  denied,  under  the  ruling  of  the 
Department  in  the  case  of  the  Plymouth  Lode  Claim,  dated  May  16, 
1891,  which  held  that  said  section  could  not  affect  pending  cases, 
because  the  terms  of  the  act  were  not  such  as  to  make  it  retroactive  in 
its  eflFect.     (12  L.  D.,  513.) 

Since  it  is  shown  both  by' the  evidence  submitted  at  the  hearing  in 
this  case  and  the  records  of  the  county  wherein  the  land  in  question  is 
situated,  that  the  existence  of  the  Pacific  Slope  lode  claim  was  known 
when  the  townsite  entry  was  made  and  patent  issued,  you  will  prepare 
a  proper  record  of  all  the  papers  in  the  case  and  transmit  the  same  to 
this  Department  with  a  view  of  their  transmittal  to  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, in  order  to  have  a  suit  instituted  in  the  proper  court  Co  have 
declared  vacated  so  much  of  the  patent  of  the  townsite  of  Butte  as 
includes  the  Pacific  Slope  lode  claim. 

Said  mineral  entry  will  be  suspended  pending  further  proceedings. 
Your  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 
17581— VOL  12 14 
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BELINQUTSHMEXT— INSANE  PEBSON-JUBISDICnON. 

ALDEN  V.  Kyan. 

The  jnrisdiction  of  the  Department  to  deteFmine  the  validity  of  a  claim  to  pablic 
land  involves  the  necessary  aatbority  to  determine  the  validity  of  a  relinqaisfa- 
ment,  and  for  snch  purpose,  to  ascertain  by  proceedings  of  its  own,  whether  the 
person  executing  snch  instrument  was  of  sound  mind. 

A  relinquishment  executed  by  a  person  of  unsound  mind,  prior  to  a  judicial  determina- 
tion of  his  legal  status,  is  not  absolutely  void,  bat  is  voidable  by  himself,  his 
heirs,  or  devisees. 

To  warrant  the  vacation  of  action  based  on  a  relinquishment  executed  by  one  of  nn- 
sound  mind,  some  fraud,  actual  or  constmctive,  must  be  charged  and  proven  ;  and 
the  party  asking  snch  vacation  must  tender  a  return  of  the  money  paid  for  snch 
relinquishment. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Offlcej 

June  26,  1891. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  J.  M.  Alden,  guardian  of  John  Vol- 
wider  (iosaue  pernon)  v,  Arthur  Kyan  on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  year 
decision  of  December  12,  1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  preemption 
declaratory  statement,  and  re-instating  the  canceled  homestead  entry 
of  Volwieler  for  the  E.  i,  NB.  i,  Sec.  34,  and  W.  i,  NW.  J,  Sec  35,  T.  26 
N.,  E.  4  W.,  Niobrara,  Nebraska,  land  district 

This  action  was  commenced  by  the  gnardian  of  Volwieler  filing  in  the 
local  land  office,  on  May  13, 1887,  a  petition  in  which  he  set  forth,  Bal>- 
stantially,  (1)  bis  appointment  as  guardian;  (2)  a  description  of  the  laud ; 
(3)  that  Volwieler  was  insane  at  the  time  he  executed  the  relinquish- 
ment of  his  entry;  (4)  that  Volwieler  had  purchased  a  relinquishment 
when  he  made  homestead  entry,  paying  $1,200  therefor ;  that  he  had 
put  $500  worth  of  improvements  thereon,  and  was  residing  thereon  on 
December  15, 1886 ;  (5)  that  on  said  day  ^^  he  relinquished  said  home- 
stead entry  and  sold  his  improvements  thereon  for  the  sum  of  $300  to 
the  said  Arthur  Ryan";  (6)  about  a  month  afterward,  he  was  ad- 
judged insane ;  (7)  he  makes  these  statements  to  obtain  cancellation  of 
Arthur  Ryan's  declaratory  statement  filing,  and  that  the  canceled  home- 
stead entry  of  Volwieler  be  re-instated,  and  he  asks  a  hearing. 

A  hearing  was  allowed  and  set  for  November  19, 1887.  At  the  hear- 
ing, the  parties  appeared,  and  counsel  for  Byan  filed  a  motion  in  the 
nature  of  an  objection  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  land  department,  to  tr>' 
(he  question  of  Volwieler's  insanity.  They  also  filed  a  motion  to  dis- 
miss for  want  of  proper  service,  and  a  motion  which  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  demurrer  to  the  complaint.  The  local  officers  overruled  all  the^ 
motions,  and  proceeded  to  take  the  testimony  in  the  case,  which  being 
completed  they  found  that  Volwieler  was  non  compos  m^n^  at  the  time 
he  executed  the  relinquishment,  and  they  held  that  his  homestead 
entry  should  be  re-instated  and  all  adverse  entries  canceled.  From 
this  decision,  Byan  appealed,  and  your  office,  on  December  12, 1889, 
affirmed  the  said  decision  from  which  he  again  appealed. 
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The  matter  of  service,  and  the  qnestion  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  peti- 
tion are  not  insisted  npon,  but  in  the  various  assignments  of  error, 
eleven  In  number,  they  still  insist  that  the  Department  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  iDquire  into  the  insanity  of  Volwieier  at  the  time  he  executed 
the  relinquishment. 

The  precise  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  land  department  have 
never  been  exactly  defined  or  fixed  by  act  of  Congress,  but,  by  Section 
441,  Revised  Statutes,  "The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  charged  with 
the  public  business  relating  to  ...  .  the  public  lands  including 
mines",  and  Congress  has,  from  time  to  time,  authorized  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Laud  Office,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  to  make  the  necessary  rules  and  regulations  governing 
the  disposition  of  the  public  lands  by  the  various  kinds  of  entries  and 
filings,  and  it  has  long  been  established  that  the  Department  has  juris- 
diction'of  cases  which  involve  entries,  filings,  settlements,  etc.,  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  hear  and  to  determine  controversies  between  claim- 
ants, to  cancel  and  to  re-instate  entries. 

When  a  person  goes  upon  the  public  lands  to  acquire  title  thereto  by 
any  process  known  to  the  law,  he  submits  himself  and  his  claim  for 
title  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department. 

It  may,  upon  complaint,  or  upon  its  own  motion,  inquire  into  the 
pre-emptor's  or  entryman's  qualifications  to  make  a  filing  or  entry,  or 
into  his  compliance  with  law,  or  the  validity  of  his  filing  or  entry.  If 
his  filing  was  erroneously  allowed,  it  may  be  canceled.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  filing  in  the  case  at  bar  was  erroneously  allowed  because  the 
land  was  under  a  homestead  entry;  that  Volwieier  being  insane,  his 
relinquishment  was  absolutely  void.  If  this  were  the  law,  the  Depart- 
ment would  certainly  have  jurisdiction  of  the  matter  and  could  re- 
instate the  entry  and  cancel  the  erroneous  declaratory  statement.  That 
this  is  not  the  law  does  not  change  the  jurisdiction  nor  affect  the  right 
to  pass  upon  and  determine  the  case.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the 
Department  has  the  authority  to  determine  the  validity  of  the  relin- 
quishment before  passing  upon  the  validity  of  the  declaratory  state- 
ment filing,  and  I  do  not  find  any  want  of  authority  to  do  both. 

There  is  really  no  charge  in  the  complaint  except  that  Volwieier  was 
insane,  and  an  inferential  charge  that  the  contract  was  unreasonable 
because  the  plaintifi''s  ward  had  paid  $1,200  and  made  $oOO  worth  of 
improvments,  and  that  he  had  sold  for  $300,  but  the  complaint  does 
not  say  what  the  improvements  were  worth,  nor  that  the  contract  was 
inequitable  or  unconscionable,  nor  does  it  charge  any  fraud  on  the  part 
of  Ryan,  or  deceit  or  overreaching,  nor  does  it  charge  that  he  knew  of 
Volwieler's  affliction  or  that  he  did  anything  to  aggravate  his  trouble 
or  increase  his  mania. 

Your  office,  as  well  as  the  register  and  receiver,  was  in  error  in  hold- 
ing that  because  Volwieier  was  insane  in  fact  when  he  made  the  con- 
tract and  executed  the  relinquishment,  that  it  was  absolutely  void. 
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This  is  not  the  law  of  the  land.  '^  The  deed  of  a  non  compos  is  voidable 
by  himself,  his  heirs  or  devisees.  If  he  is  nnder  gnardianshipi  it  is 
absolutely  void."     Hilliard— Real  Property  (Vol.  2,  p.  433). 

The  adjudication  of  insanity  renders  the  person  legally  incapable  of 
performing  any  legal  act.  Not  only  this,  but  the  record  of  the  inquest 
and  judgment  is  notice  to  the  world  of  his  incapacity,  and  no  one  can 
acquire  any  rights  against  the  lunatic  adjudged  insane,  by  any  agree- 
ment, or  by  the  payment  to  him  of  money,  or  the  delivery  to  him  of 
property,  but  not  so  with  a  non  compos  who  is  free  to  contract,  and  who 
buys  and  sells— -here  rights  do  attach,  and  courts  of  equity  are  as  much 
bound  to  protect  the  rights  of  a  person  dealing  with  such  lunatic  as 
they  are  to  protect  the  i  ights  of  the  insane  person,  and  while  it  does 
not  require  the  same  amount  of  testimony  to  warrant  the  interference 
on  behalf  of  an  insane  person,  and  strong  presumptions  are  in  his  favor, 
yet  it  must  be  of  the  same  kind  of  proof.  Some  fraud,  actual  'or  con- 
structive must  be  charged  and  proven. 

Judge  Story  (par.  227,  Equity  Jurisprudence)  says : 

The  ground  npou  wbioh  coarts  of  equity  now  interfere  to  set  aside  contracts  or 
other  acts,  however  solemn  of  persons  who  are  idiots,  lunatics  and  otherwise  fio* 

compos  mentis  is  frand Every  person  dealing  with  them  knowing  their 

incapacity  is  deemed  to  perpetrate  a  fraud  upon  tbeir  rights. 

Had  Byan  knowledge  of  Yolwieler's  mental  conditionf  Did  he  do 
or  say  anything  to  bring  about  the  relinquishment  which  was  in  any  de- 
gree false  or  fraudulent  t  Did  he  take  advantage  of  the  man's  infirm- 
ity f 

The  testimony  shows  that  Yolwieler  paid  $1,200  for  the  relinquish- 
ment of  a  prior  entryman,  and  that  it  was  a  great  deal  more  than  the 
value,  and  he  offered  the  party  $300  to  rescind  the  contract,  which  offer 
was  refused.  He  lived  on  the  land  from  some  time  in  1885  up  to  the 
fall  of  1886. 

The  testimony  of  the  witnesses,  fairly  considered,  shows  the  improve- 
ments in  December,  1886  to  have  been  worth  between  $400  and  $500. 
It  appears  that  Yolwieler  and  his  wife  did  not  live  harmoniously,  and 
it  was  rumored  that  he  had  another  wife  living  somewhere. 

In  the  fall  of  1886,  his  wife  and  their  younger  children  went  back 
to  Illinois  to  her  father.  Yolwieler  had  some  chattel  property,  horses, 
cattle,  etc.  There  was  a  mortgage  on  his  <'  team''  of  horses  to  secure 
about  $270  debt.  This  Ryan  paid,  and  gave  him  a  $20  gold  piece  for  the 
improvements  on  the  land.  It  appears  that  Byan  was  not  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  Yolwieler,  having  met  him  first  some  time  in  May,  1886. 
He  testifies  that  he  had  heard  that  Yolwieler  wanted  to  sell  his  improve- 
ments to  go  back  to  Illinois,  and  that  when  he  made  the  agreement  of 
purchase,  he  had  never  heard  or  seen  anything  to  cause  him  to  think 
there  was  anything  wrong  with  his  (Yolwieler's)  mind ;  that  he  paid 
his  money  in  good  faith  and  went  upon  the  land,  moved  the  house  to 
a  point  nearer  the  road,  dug  a  cellar  under  it,  also  dug  a  well,  broke 
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twelve  acres  of  land  aud  planted  one-half  acre  to  trees,  before  the  hear- 
ing in  the  case. 

It  appears  that  Yolwieler  was  a  German,  some  63  years  of  age.  In 
the  latter  part  of  November,  1886,  he  talked  strangely  to  some  of  the 
witnesses,  and  seemed  to  have  an  impression  that  certain  of  his  neigh- 
bors were  conspiring  to  take  his  land  from  him.  He  talked  of  being 
watched  by  people,  talked  of  another  wife  who  might  appear  and  give 
him  trouble.  He  appeared  to  place  especial  confidence  in  Dr.  Alden 
and  a  Mr.  Bell,  and  wanted  them  to  stand  by  him  in  case  he  should  get 
in  troable.  Bell  spoke  to  Dr.  Alden  once  aboat  Yolwieler's  condition, 
and  the  Doctor  said  ''  he  is  crazy,"  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  either 
of  them  ever  mentioned  the  matter  to  any  one  else  or  talked  about  it 
themselves,  excepting  tbe  one  time.  In  fact,  they  gave  it  but  little  at- 
tention. There  were  a  number  of  his  nearest  neighbors  called  as  wit- 
nesses, no  one  of  whom  had  any  thought  that  there  was  any  thing  wrong 
with  his  mind,  or  had  ever  heard  an  intimation  of  it,  except  the  two  in 
whom  he  confided.  Naturally  a  quiet  man,  he  seems  to  have  moved 
about  in  the  community  without  exciting  any  suspicion  that  his  mind 
was  diseased.  The  notary  who  made  out  the  relinquishment  and  took 
the  acknowledgment  says  that  he  had  no  suspicion  of  anything  being 
wrong;  that  Yolwieler  understood  what  was  to  be  done  and  was  par- 
ticular about  having  the  business  transacted  carefully. 

I  have  examined  the  testimony  with  great  care,  and  am  entirely  satis- 
fied that  you  are  in  error  when  you  say  Ryan  "could  not  have  been 
ignorant  of  Volwieler's  mind."  There  is  no  testimony  tending  to  show 
any  such  knowledge.  It  was  not  until  the  last  of  January,  1887,  when 
his  wife  returned  from  Illinois  and  caused  the  inquest  of  lunacy  to  be 
held,  that  it  became  generally  known  that  he  was  insane.  There  is  then 
no  presumption  of  fraud  in  the  case,  arising  from  knowledge  of  the  dis- 
ease of  Yolwieler.  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  the  facts  developed  at  the 
inquest  were  such  as  to  put  Ryan  upon  inquiry,  unless  it  is  shown  that 
some  of  the  facts  had  come  to  his  knowledge  previous  to  the  payment  of 
the  money,  and  it  will  not  do  to  hold  that  because  a  man  was  declared 
insane  on  January  24, 1887,  that  he  was  prima /ocw  insane  on  December 
15,  1886. 

Nor  can  ic  be  fairly  claimed  that  the  price  asked  by  Yolwieler  was  so 
unreasonably  low  as  to  put  a  man  upon  his  guard  or  on  inquiry. 

It  appears  that  the  witness.  Bell,  who  testifies  to  Yol wieler's  insanity, 
spoke  to  Ryan  about  the  old  man  wanting  to  sell  out,  aud  when  Ryan 
asked  why  he  didn't  buy  the  improvements,  he  said  he  did  not  have  the 
money.  They  were  spoken  of  as  a  good  bargain,  but  not  as  exceed- 
ingly cheap.  Bell  testified  that  this  talk  was  in  the  last  of  October. 
He  has  no  recollection  of  saying  anything  to  Ryan  about  the  old  man's 
mental  condition.  Dr.  Alden,  the  guardian,  who  was  entirely  familiar 
with  the  land,  and  with  that  kind  of  property  thinks  the  improvements 
at  the  time,  worth  about  $450.  Some  say  $300  was  a  fair  price,  others 
say  they  were  worth  from  $300  to  $500,  according  to  circumstances.    So 
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there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  snch  great  sacrifice  of  the  prop, 
erty  as  would  put  an  ordinarily  prudent  man  on  inquiry,  esi>ecially  when 
the  settler's  wife  had  gone  back  to  Illinois,  and  he  claimed  to  want  to 
sell  so  he  could  go  too. 

But  there  is  another  matter  of  importance  in  this  case  that  your 
office  seems  to  have  ignored.  This  contract  was  not  illegal,  nor  against 
public  policy  or  good  morals.  It  was  a  legitimate  transaction,  and 
money  was  paid  upon  the  contract  Ordinarily  a  demurrer  will  lie  to  a 
bill  in  equity,  where  rescission  is  asked,  or  it  is  sought  to  have  a  contract 
set  aside,  if  it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  bill  that  part  payment  has 
been  made,  unless  a  tender  of  the  money  is  also  made. 

Judge  Story,  in  discussing  this  subject,  says  (par.  228,  Equity  Juris- 
prudence): 

And  tio,  if  a  parchase  is  made  in  good  faith  without  any  knowledge  of  the  incapac- 
ity, and  no  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  party,  couits  of  equity  will  not  interfere 
to  set  aside  a  contract,  if  injustice  will  thereby  be  done  to  the  other  side  and  the 
parties  cannot  be  placed  in  statu  quo  or  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  before  the 
purchase. 

There  is  no  tender  of  the  money  paid  in  this  case. 

Having  fully  considered  the  entire  record  and  the  testimony,  I  cannot 
concur  in  your  findings  of  fact,  or  your  rulings  as  to  the  law  governing 
the  case.  Your  decision  is  therefore  reversed,  and  the  application  dis- 
missed. (This  decision  will  not  bar  a  new  application  if  a  court  of 
equity  should,  upon  a  hearing,  decree  a  rescission  and  restore  Yolwieler 
to  possession  of  his  claim). 

CERTIOBART-^PBCIAIi  CASB-APPBAI.. 

Taylor  v.  Bogers. 

The  act  of  the  Commissioner  in  making  a  case  special,  or  in  refusing  so  to  do,  is 
within  his  discretion,  and  will  not  be  disturbed  in  the  absence  of  a  clear  showing^ 
that  such  discretion  has  been  abused,  and  that  such  abuse  has  raeulted  in  injury 
to  a  party  in  interest. 

An  appeal  in  which  it  is  alleged  that  certain  important  papers  are  missing  from  the 
record  should  not  be  dismissed  on  motion  without  allowing  the  appellant  an 
opportunity  to  file  argument  in  response  to  said  motion,  and  take  action  with 
respect  to  the  missing  papers. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commisaumer  of  the  QeneraX  Land 

Office,  June  27, 1891. 

I  have  considered  the  application  by  Rogers  for  certiorari  proceed- 
ings in  the  case  of  Samuel  F.  Taylor  v,  Harvey  L.  Bogers,  involving 
desert  land  entry  No.  241  for  the  E  ^  of  the  SE  |,  the  SW  i  of  the 
SE.i,  and  lot  4,  Sec.  25,  T.  2  N.,  B.  37  E.,  Blackfoot,  Idaho. 

From  the  records  transmitted  by  you,  the  facts  in  the  case  appear  to 
be,  briefly  stated,  as  follows:  Bogers  made  desert  land  entry  for  the 
tracts  in  question  on  March  13,  1890,  and  on  March  15,  following,  filed 
notice  of  his  intention  to  make  final  proof  and  cash  entry. 
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On  April  28,  1890,  final  proof  was  made,  and  on  May  6,  following, 
npon  payment,  cash  certificate  issued  to  him. 

May  28, 1890,  an  affidavit  of  contest  was  filed  in  the  local  land  office 
by  Samuel  F.  Taylor,  alleging 

That  said  tract  was  not  at  date  of  entry,  nor  at  date  of  final  proof,  subject  to  entry 
under  the  desert  act,  in  that  a  portion  of  said  land  had  been  for  several  years  prior 
thereto  appropriated  and  occnpied  by  the  Bingham  Connty  Agricultaral  Association, 
tbey  having  improvements  thereon  to  the  extent  of  $5,000  a  portion  of  said  land  hav- 
ing, also  been  reclaimed  by  said  association  prior  to  date  of  said  entry. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  this  affidavit  on  August  12, 1890.  On  Sep- 
tember 4, 1890,  after  considering  the  evidence,  the  register  and  receiver 
found  that  the  land  had  been  reclaimed  before  the  entry  of  Bogers ; 
they  accordingly  recommended  the  same  for  cancellation. 

On  September  9,  following,  Rogers  filed  his  notice  of  appeal,  which, 
omitting  the  notice  and  formal  parts,  is  as  follows :  ^^  That  said  decision 
is  contrary  to  the  law  and  the  evidence  in  the  said  case."  No  proof 
appears  in  the  record  that  a  copy  of  the  notice  and  alleged  assignment 
of  errors  was  served  upon  the  appellee. 

On  March  31, 1891,  upon  presentation  of  certain  facts,  by  order  of 
your  office,  said  case  was  made  special. 

You  state  that  on  April  1, 1891,  Taylor  appeared  specially  by  counsel 
and  filed,  with  proof  of  service  upon  counsel  for  Kogers,  a  motion  to 
dismiss  said  appeal  for  the  following  reasons : 

(1)  Said  appeal  contains  no  specifications  of  error  as  required  by  the  Rules  of  Prac- 
tice. 

(2)  There  is  no  evidence  of  record  that  any  appeal  was  served  on  Taylor  the  ap- 
pellee. 

A  notice  of  the  pendency  of  the  motion  was  served  on  counsel  for 
Bogers  on  March  31,  1891 ;  and  on  April  3,  following  a  letter  was  re- 
ceived at  your  office  from  him,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  Srd,  1891. 

Sir:  In  the  matter  of  the  contest  of  Samuel  F.  Taylor  v,  Harvey  L.  Rogers  now 
pending  before  you  on  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  loc'.al  office  at  Black  foot,  Idaho, 
involving  Blackfoot,  Idaho,  D.  L.  Entry  Nu.  1075,  F.  C.  241,  £.  i  of  SE  i  and  SW  i 
of  8E  ^  and  Lot  4,  Sec.  25,  Twp.2north,  range  37  east,  and  in  which  case  I  represent 
Harvey  L.  Rogers  I  have  been  served  with  a  notice  of  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal. 

In  examining  the  record  of  the  case  preparatory  to  replying  to  this  motion  I  And 
certain  important  papers  in  the  case  missing. 

I  write  this  simply  to  request  that  you  will  not  take  immediate  or  hasty  action  on 

the  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  until  I  have  an  opportunity  to  duplicate  or  account 

for  the  missing  papers  in  order  that  I  may  properly  reply  to  the  motion. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  Pairo. 

On  April  10,  following,  considering  said  motion,  yoar  office  held  that 
the  want  of  proof  of  the  notice  of  appeal  might  be  supplied,  provided  it 
was  made  to  appear  that  the  notice  had  been  served^  but  held  that  the 
appeal  must  be  dismissed  because  it  contains  no  specifications  of  error 
as  required  by  the  Rules  of  Practice. 

Bogers  was  notified  that  no  appeal  from  your  said  ruling  would  be 
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allowed,  because  of  his  failure  to  perfect  an  appeal  to  your  office  from 
the  findiugs  of  the  register  and  receiver.  Thereupon  he  petitioned  for 
a  writ  of  certiorari  to  compel  the  transinission  of  the  record  to  this  De- 
partment for  final  disposition. 

It  is  well  settled  by  the  rulings  of  the  Department  that  the  writ  of 
certiorari  will  not  be  granted  to  control  the  Commissioner's  discretion- 
ary authority,  unless  there  has  been  an  apparent  abuse  thereof.  Wit- 
ter f>.  Ostroski,  11  L.  D.,  260. 

The  acts  of  the  Oommissioner  in  making  a  case  special,  which  is  pend- 
ing before  him,  or  in  refusing  to  do  so,  are  matters  clearly  within  his 
discretion  and  consequently  will  not  be  disturbed  by  this  Department 
in  the  absence  of  a  clear  showing  that  such  discretion  has  been  abused 
and  that  the  abuse  thereof  has  resulted  in  injury  to  a  party  in  interest. 
Frank  Quinn,  9  L.  D.,  530.  Besides,  it  was  held  in  the  case  of  Lambert 
V.  Fairchild,  5  L.  D.,  675,  that  ^<  when  a  case  is  ready  for  consideration 
under  the  rules  of  practice,  it  may  be  advanced  on  the  docket  without 
notice  to  either  party .'^ 

In  this  case,  Kogers'  appeal  was  taken  on  September  9, 1890,  briefe 
were  filed  soon  after,  and  the  case  was  in  every  way  ready  for  consid- 
eration on  March  31, 1891,  when  it  was  made  special.  Without  deciding 
whether  the  appeal  was  sufficient  in  form  to  constitute  a  compliance 
with  the  rules  of  practice,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  your  office  committed 
an  error  in  dismissing  the  appeal  over  the  objection  of  the  attorney  of 
Rogers  and  in  the  face  of  the  showing  made  by  him  in  his  letter  of  April 
3, 1891.  He  should  have  been  allowed  a  sufficient  length  of  time  in 
which  to  have  prepared  his  objections  to  the  dismissal  of  the  appeal  on 
the  motion  made  by  contestant.  On  April  3,  attorney  for  contestee  re- 
quested that  your  office  should  not  take  hasty  action  on  the  motion  to 
dismiss  the  appeal,  and  suggested  that  ^^  in  examining  the  record  of  the 
case  preparatory  to  replying  to  this  motion  t  find  certain  important 
papers  in  the  case  missing.^  On  the  seventh  day  after  receiving  this 
information,  and  although  no  brief  had  been  filed  for  contestee,  your 
office  dismissed  the  appeal,  and  gave  notice  that  no  appeal  to  this  De- 
partment would  be  allowed. 

It  appears  that  applicant  is  entitled  to  the  relief  asked  for  in  his  pe- 
tition. It  was  manifestly  a  great  injustice  to  contestee  to  have  dis- 
missed his  appeal  without  allowing  him  time  in  which  to  discover  the 
missing  papers  alleged  to  have  been  lost  from  the  record  and  to  file  his 
argument  against  the  motion  to  dismiss.  It  seems  that  his  oommani- 
cation  of  April  3,  asking  time,  was  not  answered,  and  the  first  informa- 
tion he  received  was  that  the  appeal  had  been  dismissed. 

I  think  the  facts  presented  in  the  petition  warrant  the  exercise  'f 
that  just  supervision  which  the  law  vests  in  this  Department  over  A 
proceedings  instituted  to  acquire  portions  of  the  public  lands.  Tou 
will  therefore,  on  receipt  hereof,  certify  up  to  this  Department  the 
papers  in  the  matter  referred  to,  for  investigation  and  such  action  as 
may  be  deemed  appropriate. 


Acconnts* 

See  IVw,  JZtftpayfiMMt 

Agent. 

Acta  of  agency  shown  to  exiflt  in  pToonr< 
iojs  an  entry  creato  a  preenmption  as  to  the 
oonttnnanee  of  BQoh  relation 192 

Alabama* 

See  if iiMrol  XofuL 

Alaska* 

Begolatione  prorlded  to  carry  into  eflTect 
certain  piovisionB  of  the  act  of  Ifarch  3, 
1801,  for  allowing  entrieii  of  lacd  in,  for  town- 
aite,  trading,  and  mannfjactarlng  porpoaee.  588 

Alien. 

See  Entry,  IfatwraUtatiun^  SettUmanL 

Alienation. 

The  intent  to  sell  after  final  proof  may  he 
compatible  with  good  faith,  and  not  defeat 
the  right  of  entry 20 

After  iaanance  of  certificate,  and  prior  to 
patent,  of  a  portion  of  the  land  ia  at  th^ 
peril  of  the  entryman,  for  if  new  proof  ia 
reqaired  the  claimant  will  not  be  able  to 
make  the  affidavit  reqaired  by  section  2201, 
K.8 132 

Tranaferee  under  a  timber  land  entry,  ia 
not  an  innocent  pnrohaaer,  where  the  entry 
ia  fraudolent,  and  the  transferee  ia  a  party 
to  the  fraud 813 

Allotment. 

See  Indian  Landi, 

Amendment. 

S*ie  AppUeaHon, 

Application. 

See  BaUroad  Landt, 

To  enter,  is  equivalent  to  an  actual  entry 
so  far  aa  the  righta  of  the  applicant  are  con- 
cerned  834, 6«S 

To  entw,  while  pending  exdndea  the  ac- 
quiaiUon  of  righta  adverae  to  the  appli- 
cant  47,824 

To  amend  a  homcbtead  entry  reaervea  the 
land  covered  thereby  from  other  dispoftitlon 
until  final  action  thereon 558 


Page. 

Bighta  under,  relate  back  to  date  when 
actually  made,  irrespective  of  a  later  date 
ahown  by  the  papers  tbroagh  no  fault  of 
the  applicant 173 

To  enter,  not  defeated  throagb  the  failure 
of  the  local  office  to  note  of  record  an  order 
canceling  a  former  entry  of  the  land  applied 
for 643 

Made  in  due  compliance  with  existing 
regulations,  is  not  prejudiced  by  a  subse- 
quent change  of  regulations,  made  prior  to 
action  on  said  applicalion,  especially  where 
the  applicant  complies  with  the  later  con- 
straction  of  the  law  when  notified  thereof .  207 

To  purchHse,  under  the  timber  and  stone 
act  confers  no  Tested  right 58,3^ 

To  purchaae,  under  the  act  of  Jone  3, 
1878,  land  previously  withdrawn,  does  not 
except  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  October  1,  1800,  pro- 
viding for  the  reservation  of  certain  forest 
hwdsin  Galifomia 58.326 

To  enter,  can  not  be  allowed  for  land  em- 
braced within  an  existing  railroad  indem- 
nity withdrawal 27 

To  enter,  can  not  be  accepted  for  land  em- 
braced within  a  prior  railroad  indemnity 
selection 386 

To  file  declaratory  statement,  should  not 
be  allowed  for  land  covered  by  pending  se- 
lection at  date  of  settlement 448 

To  enter,  or  file,  when  the  land  is  not  sub- 
iect  thereto  confers  no  right 188,261 

To  make  preemption  filing  should  not  be 
receiyed  for  land  involved  in  a  rejected  rail- 
road selection,  pending  on  appeal ;  nor  any 
action  taken  with  respect  to  such  Uud  with- 
out special  i.otice  to  the  company 18 

To  make  homestead  entry,  can  not  be  al- 
lowed for  land  embaoed  in  a  pending  con- 
test     11 

To  enter,  can  not  be  allowed  for  land  in- 
volved in  the  pending  appeal  of  another —  834 

To  enier,  must  be  rejected  whure  the  land 
is  covered  by  the  prior  entry  of  another, 
and  embraced  within  a  pending  contest  —  377 

Time  within  which  to  make,  accorded  the 
homestead  settler  by  the  act  of  May  14, 1880; 
does  not  run  as  against  the  settler  during 
the  pending  of  an  erroneous  application 
theretofore  filed  by  him  for  the  land  in  ques- 
tion   631 

To  enter,  should  not  be  allowi>d  for  land 
included  within  the  prior  pending  applica- 
tiou  of  another 47 
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To  file  declaratory  Btatoment,  ahotild  not 
be  allowed  for  land  embraced  within  a  pend- 
ing onler  for  its  sale  as  an  ioolaled  traot 387 

To  mako  entry,  may  be  received  dnring 
the  time  allowed  for  appeal  firom  a  judgment 
canceling  a  previone  en^y  of  the  land,  tub* 
jeot  to  snob  appeal,  but  shonld  not  be  made 
of  record  nntil  the  rights  of  the  former  en* 
tryraan  are  finally  determined 348 

Filed  during  a  Taouioy  in  the  register's 
oflioe,  is,  in  contemplation  of  law,  submitted 
for  official  action  when  the  vacancy  is  flUed .  297 

If  rejected,  the  applicant  shonld  be  in- 
formed of  his  right  of  appeal ;  and  in  the 
absence  of  snch  information,  fallnre  to  ap- 
peal  will  not  defeat  the  subsequent  right  of 
the  applicant  to  be  heard 285,684 

FaUnre  to  appeal  fh>m  r^ection  ot  will 
not  bar  a  subsequent  assertion  of  priority, 
where  such  failure  is  doe  to  erroneous  in- 
formation  received  firom  the  local  officers  as 
to  the  record  status  of  the  land 850 

Arid  Land. 

See  £M«rvation. 

Attorney. 

Appearance  of,  in  a  case  is  general,  if  he 
seeks  to  call  into  action  any  powers  of  the 
court  except  such  as  pertain  to  its  jurisdic- 
tion  620 

An  appearance  entered  in  general  terms 
can  not  be  subsequently  qualified  by  an  alle- 
gation that  it  was  for  a  special  purpose  ....    14 

California. 

BeeSUUetand  Territoriti, 

Cancellation. 

See  Judgment 

Certtllcate. 

Of  deposit,  issued  on  application  for  sur- 
vey, is  assignable  under  act  of  March  3, 1879, 
whether  issued  before  or  after  said  act 28 

Certiorari. 

The  writ  will  not  be  granted  where  the 
right  of  appeal  is  lost  through  failure  to  as- 
sert the  same  within  the  prescribed  period.    62 

Will  be  granted  where  it  is  made  to  appear 
that  the  record  should  be  reviewed  for  the 
consiileration  of  the  errors  alleged 230 

Will  not  be  allowod  where  the  right  of 
appeal  is  lost  through  the  attorney's  negli- 
gence  • 888 

Circulars. 

See  table  of,  page  xvii,  and  Hreulan  died 
and  comtnied. 

Regulations  not  in  conflict  with  the  stat- 
ute under  which  they  are  Issued  have  all  the 
force  and  effect  of  law 138 

Citizenslilp. 

See  Natura 


Coal  Land. 

Entry  ol^  not  allowed  tm  mm-oontignoas 
tracts 41j9 

The  character  of  land  claimed  as  coal  most 
be  determined  by  the  actual  prodnotioii 
firom  mining  on  the  tract,  or  by  satisftMStozy 
evidence  that  coal  exists  thereon  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  make  it  more  valuable  for  mining 
than  for  agriculture .^ 61S 

Colorado. 

Bee  School  Land, 

Commntation, 

See  HoiHOiUad. 

Condrni  a  tion. 

Seefntty. 

Contest. 

SeeOontoHant 

Genkrallt. 

An  affidavit  of,  may  be  properly  r^ected  If 
not  executed  in  due  form,  and  the  oontest- 
ant  in  such  case  acquires  no  rights  thereun- 
der  M5 

An  affidavit  ot  left  with  the  register,  but 
not  made  of  record  nor  deposited  for  snoh 
purpose,  does  not  confer  upon  affiant  the 
ifttatns  of  a  contestant,  nor  any  right  that 
he  can  assert  as  against  one  claiming  under 
subsequent  relinquishment 113 

Proceediogs  against  a  final  entry  not  per- 
missible in  the  absenoe  of  due  order  there- 
tor 306 

Should  not  be  entertained    against   an 
entry  that  is  suspended  on  aooount  of  an 
alleged  defective  survey 378^58 

The  regularity  of  an  entry  can  not  be 
called  into  question  exoept  by  one  who 
shows  that  the  allowance  of  such  entry  is 
in  violation  of  bin  prior  right  or  equity 639 

Departmental  defioition  of,  under  section 
7,  act  of  March  8,1891 483 

The  proviso  to  section  7,  act  of  March  3, 
1881,  is  one  of  limitation  upon  contests  be- 
gun after  the  passage  of  said  act,  but  does 
not  relieve  entries  from  the  effect  of  con- 
tests pending  at  the  passage  of  said  act.  ..  5SS 

Pendency  of,  will  not  defeat  the  confirma- 
tory operation  of  section  7,  act  of  March  3, 
1891,  for  the  benefit  of  a  bona  fide  mortgagee 
holding  under  a  mortgage  executed  after 
final  entry  and  prior  to  March  1,  18b8 571 

Withdrawal  ot  aiter  the  submission  of 
testimony,  leaves  the  case  as  between  the 
entryman  and  the  government 834 

Second,  can  not  be  entertained,  pending 
final  disposition  of  the  first 834 

Second,  filed  dnring  the  period  within 
which  the  first  contestant  is  entitled  to  the 
right  of  appeal  firom  an  order  dismissing  his 
contest,  is  sut^ect  to  the  first,  if  the  appeal 
is  taken  in  time SH 
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Pace. 

FOed  daring  the  pendency  of  proceedings 
against  the  claim  in  question  should  be  sas> 
pended  until  the  disposition  of  the  pending 
suit,  and  if  eancellation  results  therefinHn 
the  second  contest  most  be  dismissed 167 

Will  not  be  aDowed  on  a  charge  that  has 
been  made  the  snl^ect  of  investigation  and 
final  decision  by  the  Department 317, 620 

Will  not  be  entertained  on  a  charge  that 
has  been  fuUy  investigaied  by  the  govem- 
ment WO 

Concnrring  decision  of  the  local  officers 
should  be  signed  by  both,  but  the  failure  of 
one  to  attach  his  signature  in  such  a  case 
will  not  warrant  a  reversal  of  the  judg- 
ment  642 

Coal  Land. 

May  be  entertained  against  a  ooal  entry, 
and  if  BURcessfni,  a  preferred  right  of  entry 
secared  thereby 386 

Dksbut  Land. 

Against  desert  entries  recognised  as  with- 
in the  intent  of  section  2,  act  of  May  14, 
1880 41 

HOMRSTKAD. 

On  the  death  of  the  entryman,and  substitu- 
tion of  the  widow  as  defendant,  she  is  enti- 
tled to  notice,  and  must  be  brought  into 
court  through  process  of  law  or  volantary 
appearance 14 

Against  the  entry  of  a  deceased  home- 
steader requires  notice  to  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  the  decedent 510 

The  sale  of  the  land  embraced  within  an 
entry  is  ground  for,  at  any  time  after  the 
fact  of  such  sale  becomes  known 510 

May  be  properly  entertained  on  a  charge 
of  abandonment,  though  the  statutory  life 
of  the  entry  has  expired 285 

Preemption. 

Will  not  lie  against  a  preemption  filing 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  preference 
right  through  its  cancellation 630 

An  allegation  of  abandonment  after  the 
submission  of  final  proof  is  not  sufficient 
ground  for 402 

Swamp  Land. 

Against  a  swamp  selection  is  not  a  statu- 
tory right,  but  recognized  as  an  aid  in  de- 
termining the  true  character  of  the  land ...    64 

Against  a  swamp  selection  should  not  be 
allowed  except  on  prima  facie  showing  that 
would  warrant  rf^ection  of  the  claim  under 
thegrant 64 

TiMBKK  CULTUKB. 

The  wife  of  the  eotryman  is  entitled  to 
notice,  where  it  is  known  that  the  entryman 
has  disappeared,  and  his  whereabouts  can 
not  be  discovered 203 


PagCL 
An  attempt  to  cure  a  default  before  serv* 
ice  of    notice,  is  inconsistent  with   good 
faith  where  such  sction  is  induced  by  the 

impending  suit 403 

Must  fkil  where  the  default  charged  is 
cured  prior  to  notice,  and  the  acts  in  com- 
pliance with  law  are  not  induced  by  knowl- 
edge of  the  impending  suit  568 

Must  fail  where  it  appears  that  the  entry- 
man's  faUnre  to  secure  a  growth  of  trees  is 
not  due  to  his  negligenoe 502 

Contestant. 

Is  not  entitled  to  a  preference  right  un- 
less the  cancellation  or  relinquishment  of 
the  entry  is  the  result  of  the  contest 25 

No  preference  right  acquired  through  a 
contest  filed  during  proceedings  by  the  gov- 
ernment against  the  entry  if  such  proceed- 
ings result  in  cancellation 26 

The  preference  right  of  the  successful, 
can  not  be  questioned  by  the  defeated  party 
after  his  entry  is  regularly  canceled 82 

Questions  as  to  the  preference  right  of  a, 
can  only  arise  on  application  to  exercise 
such  right,  and  should  not  be  decided  prior 
thereto 157 

The  request  of,  for  the  dismissal  of  the 
contest  will  not  defeat  his  preference  right 
thereunder  where  he  subsequently,  in  good 
faith,  prosecutes  the  same  to  a  successful 
conclusion 265 

Preference  right  of,  not  defeated  by  the 
cancellation  of  the  contested  entry  on  sub- 
requent  proceedings  by  the  government 
where  prior  thereto  the  contestant  had  sub- 
mitted testimony  sufficient  to  secure  can- 
cellation and  obtained  the  favorable  Judg- 
ment of  the  local  office  thereon  285 

Preference  right  of,  not  defeated  by  a 
hearing  inadvertently  ordered  on  the  subse- 
quent contest  of  another 318 

While  the  government  is  an  interested 
party  it  is  not  a  contestant  or  protestant 
in  the  sense  in  which  those  terms  are  used 
in  section  7,  act  of  March  3,  1891 334 

Withdrawal  of,  will  not  prevent  the  De- 
partment from  considering  the  record  and 
rendering  such  judgment  as  the  law  and 
facts  require 496 

Preference  right  may  be  awarded  to  one 
who  applies  to  contest  at  his  own  expense 
a  coal  entry,  and  furnishes  information  that 
leads  to  the  cancellation  of  the  entry  on 
proceedings  subsequently  initiated  by  the 
government 336 

Preferred  right  of  entry  may  be  accorded 
the  first,  though  the  cancellation  is  made  on 
the  subsequent  suit  of  another,  where  the 
first  had  prior  thereto  submitted  sufficient 
evidence,  was  not  in  default,  and  the  sec- 
ond is  charged  with  notice  of  the  rights  of  • 
the^st 625 
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Who  resides  upoo  and  improYes  the  land 
coveted  by  the  oanoeled  entry,  bat  faila 
throngh  ignorance  to  enter  the  same  within 
the  statotory  period,  is  not  preoladed  from 
sttbseqaently  entering  said  land  by  the  in- 
tervening  entry  of  another  seoared  through 
wrongful  means,  and  with  notice  of  the  con- 
testant's claim  533 

No  preferred  right  of  entry  can  be  se- 
cured through  a  contest  against  a  pre- 
emption filing 639 

Costs. 

See  Praetiee. 

Decision. 

See  JudgtnenL 

Publication  of  a  departmental,  in  the 
Land  Decisions  is  not  equivalent  to  an  offi- 
cial promulgation  thereof 252 

Of  the  local  officers  should  be  signed  by 
both  if  they  concur  in  the  conclusions 
reached 642 

If,  tlirough  inadvertence,  either  the  reg- 
ister or  receiver  fail  to  sign  an  opinion  thst 
is  in  fact  the  opinion  of  both,  the  signature 
may  be  attached,  nunc  pro  tune,  at  any  time 
before  the  record  is  transmitted M2 

Declaratory  Statement* 
Deed* 

Made  in  good  faith  by  the  husband  to  the 
wife  is  recognized  as  valid  by  the  Depart- 
ment if  such  transfer  is  authorised  under 
the  laws  of  the  State 244,455 

Desert  Ijand* 

See  Entry,  Pinal  Proof, 

Land  containing  a  natural  growth  of  tim- 
ber trees  is  not  subject  to  entry  under  the 
desert-land  act 34 

Price  of,  within  railroad  limits  is  properly 
fixed  at  double  minimum 632 

Entry* 

See  AppHeaHon,  Public  Land, 

Grnrrally. 

Circular  regulations  of  April  27.  1891, 
under  the  first  six  sections  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  1891,  with  a  copy  of  said  act 405 

Right  of,  not  defeated  by  the  adverse 
claim  of  one  holding  under  a  quitclaim  deed 
from  the  State 619 

Made  by  an  alien  is  not  void  but  voidable, 
and  segregates  the  land  included  therein 
from  the  public  domain  while  of  record ....  345 

Allowed  during  the  pendency  of  the  prior 
application  of  another  confers  no  rights  as 
against  the  prior  applicant;  and  in  the 
event  that  such  application  is  allowed  the 
intervening  entryman  should  be  called  upon 
to  show  cause  why  his  entry  should  not  be 
canceled 47 

Made  subject  to  the  preference  right  of  a 
successful  contestant,  should  not  be  can^ 
oeled  without  du<*  notice  to  the  ontrj'iuan 
and  ail  opportunit.v  to  bo  heard 285 


In  accordance  with  the  lines  of  survey,  as 
shown  by  the  map  on  flla,  but  found  to  em- 
brace Isnd  within  a  miUtaxy  reservation, 
may  be  equitably  oonilned  on  the  vsleaae  of 
such  land  from  the  reaervatkn 192 

Improperly  allowed  for  land  within  a 
swamp  selection  may  be  permitted  to 
stand,  on  the  osnceUation  of  the  seloct&on, 
if  snch  action  does  not  impair  the  right  of 
an  adverse  claimant 639 

May  be  reinstated  where  canceled  on  ao- 
count  of  a  prior  valid  adverse  claim,  and 
said  claim  is  subsequently  withdrawn 296 

Canceled  on  the  erroneous  report  ei  tho 
local  office  that  no  response  had  been  made 
to  notice  of  the  adverse  decision,  should  be 
rdnstated  when  the  fsct  of  euoh  error  is 
made  known 604 

That  has  been  duly  canceled  is  no  bar  to 
the  subsequent  settlement  or  entry  of  an- 
other   468 

Containing  an  excess  over  one  hundred 
sixty  acres  ma^*  stand,  where  it  approxi- 
mates such  area  as  nearly  as  may  be  with- 
out destroying  the  contiguity  of  the  traeto 
embraced  therein 356 

Of  lands  lying  on  both  sides  of  a  mean- 
dered stream  will  not  be  disturbed  where  it 
is  shown  by  the  records  of  survey  that  such 
stream  should  not  have  been  meandered 556 

Should  not  be  allowed  for  land  on  both 
sides  of  an  existing  meandered  stream 73 

Confirmation  under  Section  7, 
ACT  OF  March  3,  1891. 

Instructions  of  May  8,  1891,  issued  to 
chiefs  of  divisions  in  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, with  respect  to  the  provisions  of  said 
section 450 

A  contest  pending  at  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  March  3,  1891,  defeats  the  confirm- 
matory  effect  of  the  proviso  to  section  7, 
act  of  March  3,  1891 459 

Confirmatory  effect  of  said  section  need 
not  be  invoiced  where  the  pendiag  contest 
is  dismissed  on  the  merits 497 

A  pending  protest  defeats  the  confirma- 
tory effect  of  section  7,  act  of  March  3, 
1891 440 

That  has  been  canceled  by  a  decision  that 
became  final  before  the  passage  of  the  aet 
of  March  3, 1891,  is  not  within  the  confirma- 
tory provisions  of  section  7,  of  said  act. .  .UA,  610 

Is  confirmed  by  the  proviso  to  said  sec- 
tion, where  two  years  have  elapsed  since 
final  receipt  issued,  and  no  contest  or  pro- 
test is  pending  at  the  passage  of  said  act. .  .313, 

834,34* 

Adverse  decision  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, on  proceedings  by  the  government,  will 
not  defpAt  conflrmaiion  under  the  proviso  to 
said  section,  if  said  proceedings  are  not  be- 
gun within  two  years  after  issuance  of  final 
receipt,  and  the  entry  is  otherwise  within 
the  terms  of  said  proviso 610 
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Allowed  where  the  husband  and  wife 
oUimed  seiiarate  reeidenoe  in  a  boase  built 
acroae  the  line  between  two  settlement 
clalina,  is  confirmed  by  said  aeoiion,  if  two 
years  elapse  from  the  issuance  of  final  re- 
ceipt and  no  protest  or  contest  has  been 
filed.    (Overruled  13L.D.,1.) 443 

Allowed  in  conflict  with  a  railroad  Rmnt, 
but  relieved  therefrom  by  the  forfeiture  of 
such  grant,  may  be  confirmed  under  said 
HPction,  notwithstanding  the  previous  ad- 
verne  claims  of  the  company 640 

Of  Osage  land  held  to  be  within  the  con- 
firmatory effect  of  section  7,  act  of  March 
3,  18©1 442 

The  proviso  to  said  section  does  not  relieve 
entries  fit»m  the  effect  of  contests  pending 
at  the  passage  of  said  act 522 

Against  which  there  is  no  adverse  claim 
pending  at  date  of, is  confirmed  by  said  sec- 
tion, where  the  land  after  entry  and  prior  to 
March  1, 1888,  is  sold  to  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser   250,279,600 

Fraud  on  the  part  of  the  entrjman  will 
not  defeat  the  confirmatory  effect  of  said  sec- 
tion, where  the  entry  is  allowed  in  the  ab- 
sence of  an  adverse  claim,  and  the  land 
transferred  prior  to  March  1, 1888,  to  a  pur- 
chaser in  good  faith  for  a  valuable  consider- 
ation  444 

Kot  confirmed  by  said  section,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  transferee,  if  fraud  on  the  part  of 
such  transferee  is  found  through  investiga- 
tion by  the  government 440 

Hade  by  one^  not  shown  to  be  qualified  in 
the  matter  of  citizenship,  is  confirmed  by 
said  section.  If  prior  to  March  1, 1888,  the 
land  is  sold  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  and 
there  was  no  adverse  claim  at  date  of  entry.  637 

Mortgaged  after  allowance  and  prior  to 
March  1, 1888,  is  confirmed  by  section  7,  act 
of  March  3, 1801,  not  withstanding  the  pend- 
ency of  a  contest 571 

To  bring  a  transferee  within  the  cofirma 
tory  provisions  of  said  section  7,  act  of  March 
3, 1891,  satisfactory  proof  of  sale  or  iucum- 
branoe,  and  good  faith  between  the  parties 
must  be  famished 306,540,571 

Desert  Land. 

Circular  regulations  of  April  20, 1801,  giv- 
ing directions  for  the  manner  of  proceeding 
in  case  of  final  entry  before  survey 376 

The  preliminary  affidavit  must  be  made 
upon  the  persoual  knowledge  of  the  entry- 
man,  derived  from  a  personal  inspection 
oftheland 90 

Allowance  of  initial,  does  not  deprive  the 
local  office  of  Jurisdiction  in  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings directed  by  the  Department  to  as- 
certain the  validity  thereof 84 

The  departmental  order  of  September  12, 
1877,  suspending  Yisalia  entries  revoked, 
and  directions  given  for  the  disposition  of 
pending  contests  against  the  same,  and  the 
rfioeptionof  final  proof  thereon ,.    34 
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Can  not  be  perfected  under  nection  3291, 
R.  S.,  until  five  years'  residence  on  the  en- 
tire tractcan  be  shown 645 

Made  with  speculative  intent  to  sell  the 
land  to  townsite  occupants  is  illegal  and 
must  be  canceled 664 

Of  land  partly  within  an  Indian  reserva- 
tion muMt  be  corrected,  though  made  in  con- 
sequepce  of  an  erroneous  survey,  and  valu- 
able improvements  have  been  placed  on  the 
land  that  roust  be  excluded 437 

May  not  be  amended  so  as  to  embrace 
land  not  originally  intended  to  lie  entered, 
but  the  applicant  in  such  case  may  relin- 
quish and  make  a  second  entry  under  sec- 
tion 2,  act  of  March  2,  1889 268 

The  right  to  make  second,  of  lands  em- 
braced within  the  Seminole  purchase,  ao- 
corded  by  the  act  of  March  2, 1889,  to  those 
who  have  commuted  a  former  entry,  is  re- 
stricted to  persons  who  had  thus  perfected 
title  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act 617 

Cancellation  of  commuted  entry  carries 
with  it  the  cancellation  of  the  original  entry 
and  record  of  such  action  should  be  accord- 
ingly noted 243 

Pke£mption. 

Canceled  for  failure  to  comply  with  the 
law  in  the  matter  of  residence  can  not  be 
reinstated  on  a  showing  of  subsequent  res- 
idence and  cultivation  418 

equitable  Action, 

See  JffnCry. 

Evidence. 

Additional,  by  the  contestant  may  be  ad- 
mitted, in  the  discretion  of  the  local  office, 
after  the  claimant  has  submitted  his 14 

Failure  to  appear  and  submit-,  under  rule 
35,  can  not  be  excused  on  the  mere  allega- 
tion that  the  party  in  default  was  appre- 
hensive that  his  testimony  would  not  be 
fkirly  token 30 

Ex  parts  affidavit  not  considered  as,  in  a 
contested  case 67 

Under  rule  41  of  practice  the  local  officers 
are  invested  with  discretionary  power  to 
detennino  whether  additional  testimony 
will  cause  unnecessary  expense 109 

Rule  42  modified  In  Oklahoma  townsito 
cases  by  circular  instructions  of  August  18, 
1890  186 

As  to  acts  performe<1  by  the  entryman 
after  the  submission  of  final  proof,  is  only 
considered  for  the  purpose  of  discovering 
the  claimant's  intentions  prior  to  said  data, 
and  must  be  clear  and  convincing  to  prevent 
the  consummation  of  title 647 

Fees. 

See  rractiee  (onb-titie  (%»f(t). 
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PiM  ••  OiiMks  IbiMu  fllliifpBf  midw  fto 
act  of  August  7, 1882,  must  be  reported  m  a 
part  of  the  maximum  amount  allowed  the 
local  officers,  od  account  of  salary 871 

The  dSsposiiion  of  Omaha  fliing  fees  is  not 
affected  by  the  act  of  May  15, 1888 871 

Can  not  be  collected  by  local  officers  in 
contest  cases  for  rednciog  testimony  to 
writing,  if  such  service  is  not  pt'rformed  by 
them  or  by  one  acting  under  their  employ- 
ment   531 

Filing^. 

See  AppHeation. 

Second,  can  not  be  allowed,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  an  adverse  claim,  to  one  who  aban- 
dons the  first  because  made  without  prior 
settlement  on  the  tract  oovere<l  thereby 586 

Under  the  preemption  law  can  not  be 
allowed  to  embrace  land  within  an  Indian 
reservation 663 

On  land  embraced  within  the  existing  en- 
try of  another  confers  no  right  as  against 
the  prior  entryman 600 

When  offered  on  alleged  prior  settlement 
right,  for  land  covered  by  the  existing  en- 
tiy  of  another,  a  hearing  should  be  ordered 
to  test  the  question  of  priority 684 

Where  erroneously  allowed  for  land  em< 
braced  within  a  rejected  niilroad  selection, . 
pending  an  appeal,  it  must  be  suspended 
un  til  final  disposition  of  the  selection 18 

Made  through  the  consent  aud  procure- 
ment of  the  preSmptor  exhausts  the  pre- 
emptive right  and  renders  a  subsequent 
flUng  illegal 110 

Made  for  the  benefit  of  Miother  is  illegal 
and  must  be  canceled 303 

On  the  expiration  of,  without  proof  and 
payment,  the  presumption  arises  that  the 
oUdm  thereunder  has  been  abandoned 384 

For  land  subsequently  withdrawn  for  res- 
ervoir purposes  under  the  act  of  October  2, 
1888,  may  be  suspended  until  it  can  be  de- 
termined whether  said  land  will  be  actually 
required  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
withdrawn 438 

Of  a  preemptor,  determines  the  amount 
of  land  covered  by  his  claim,  and  a  mere 
allegation  that  other  land  was  embraced 
therein  will  not  be  accepted  as  against  the 
record 471 

Failure  of  preSmptor  to  make,  within  the 
statutory  period,  forfeits  the  settlement 
right  in  the  presence  of  an  intervening  ad- 
verse claim  619 

One  who  has  failed  to  file  in  time  can  not 
post  date  his  settlement  in  order  to  defeat 
the  intervening  claim  of  another 519 

Final  Proof. 

Grnkrally. 

Proofs  accompanied  with  pn^ment  which 
are  not  acted  upon  by  both  local  officers 
within  one  week  after  being  received  must 
be  reported  with  reasons  for  delay 188 


wkilB  the  sarvey 
of  the  township  in  which  the  land  is  sitii* 
ated  is  suspended  for  investigation 633 

Special  notice  of  intention  to  snbmit  is 
only  required  to  be  given  to  parties  in  in- 
terest   538 

On  offer  of,  for  land  covered  by  a  railroad 
selection,  the  company  is  entitled  to  q^eoial 
notice 18 

Failure  of  a  railroad  company  to  respond 
to  the  published  notice  of,  will  not  defeat 
its  title  to  lands  which  on  the  record  an* 
shown  to  have  passed  under  the  grant 351 

One  who  offera,  in  the  presence  of  an  ad- 
verse claim,  must  submit  to  an  order  of  can- 
cellation if  he  falls  to  show  compliance  with 
law 627 

Tender  of  payment,  on  submission  of,  wiU 
be  presumed  to  have  been  made  according 
to  the  regulations,  in  the  absence  of  any 
showing  to  the  contrwy 411 

No  rights  are  prejudiced  by  delay  in  the 
issuanceof  final  certificate 42 

Protest  against,  may  be  acted  upon  by 
the  local  office,  though  filed  after  the  sub- 
mission of  the  proof 2(B 

When  submitted  on  indefinite  notice,  it 
may  be  accepted  on  new  noUco,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  protest 313 

When  submitted  for  land  embraced  in  a 
r«|Jected  railroad  selection  pending  on  ap- 
peal, the  proof  should  be  suspended  and 
the  claimant  allowed  to  intervene  in  the  ao' 
lection  proceedings,  under  the  rules  of  prac- 
tice      18 

In  proceedings  before  the  looal  office 
where  an  adverse  claimant  who  diadoaes 
his  interest  applies  to  intervene,  he  shoald 
be  made  a  party,  though  such  action  may 
call  for  a  continuance  of  the  case 488 

On  the  submission  of  additional,  in  aooord- 
ance  with  the  call  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, to  support  an  entry  allowed  by  the  lo- 
cal office,  adverse  testimony  should  not  be 
received  on  behalf  of  a  protestant  in  the  ab- 
sence of  due  order  therefor 305 

On  requirement  of  now,  a  mortgagee  may 
be  permitted  to  show  that  the  entrymaa 
complied  with  the  law  prior  to  the  aubmia- 
sion  of  proof,  if  the  entryman  fails  or  re- 
fuses to  comply  with  said  requirement 623 

May  bo  accepted  in  the  absence  of  pro- 
test, and  the  entry  equitably  confirmed, 
where  the  pixraf  is  regularly  tahen,  except 
that  on  account  of  sickness  the  clMmanfa 
evidence  is  taken  at  her  residence  in  accord- 
ance with  notice  given  by  the  officer  taking 
the  same 102 

Evidence  as  to  acte  performed  after  the 
submission  of,  ma^'  be  considered  only  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  the  intentions  of 
the  claimant  prior  to  that  date 647 

Dksert  Land. 

Circular  regulations  for  the  snbmisaion 
of,  in  case  of  fiinal  entry  before  survey... ...  97i 
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Most  be  made  before  the  local  oflBoen,  or 
the  JndKe  or  clerk  of  ooart  of  the  oonnty  in 
which  the  land  is  situated,  or  commiNsioner 
of  the  nnit'Od  States  circuit  court  having 
jarlsdiotion  over  such  county 90 

Opportunity  to  sabmit  further,  may  be 
accorded  with  a  view  to  equitable  action, 
where  the  entryman,  through  no  £ault  of 
his  own,  fails  to  seoare  the  requisite  water 
supply  within  the  statutory  period 241 

HOMKSTKAD. 

Can  not  be  submitted  under  section  2281 
ReviMod  Statutes,  until  the  entryman  can 
show  a  period  of  five  years'  residence  on  the 
whole  tract  covered  by  his  entry 645 

Osage. 

Submission  of,  relates  back  to  the  filing  of 
notice  of  intention  to  submit  the  same, 
where  said  notice  is  filed  in  time,  and  the 
subsequent  failure  to  nialce  proof  within 
the  period  fired  therefor  Is  not  due  to  the 
claimant's  negligence 220 

Where  two  claimants  for  the  same  tract 
are  both  in  default  in  the  matter  of  submit- 
ting, the  one  who  first  talces  steps  to  cure 
the  default  is  entitled  to  the  land 196 

The  ruling  in  Rogers  «.  Lukens  aC  to  the 
efiTeot  of  lUIure  to  submit,  within  six,  mouths 
fh>m  filing  cited  and  followed IM 

PreI&mption 

Can  not  be  accepted  where  the  final  affl- 
davit  is  made  before  a  notary  public 560 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects,  but  rejected 
on  account  of  the  suspension  of  the  town- 
ship plat,  may  be  accepted,  on  the  eftcn- 
tlon  of  new  final  affidavit,  when  the  order 
of  suspension  is  revoked 647 

Forest  Reservation. 

See  BeservaHon^  Timb&r  Lands, 

Hearing. 

SeeiYMties. 

Homestead. 

See  Sntry,  Final  Proqf, 

Generally. 

Time  within  which  to  enter,  does  not  run 
against  a  homestead  settler  under  the  aot 
of  Hay  14, 1880,  during  tlie  pendency  of  an 
erroneous  application  theretofore  filed  by 
him  for  the  land  in  question 631 

A  settler  who  fails  to  make  application 
for  the  right  of  entry  within  the  period  pro- 
vided in  the  act  of  Hay  14, 1880,  is  not  there- 
after protected  as  against  another  who  has 
complied  with  the  law 620 

The  right  of  a  deserted  wife  to  make  en> 
try  of  land,  on  which  she  is  residing  at  date 
ofdeseition,wlll  be  recognised  as  agaiopt 
one  claiming  under  a  relinquishment,  ex- 
ecuted by  the  husband  in  pursuance  of  a 
eonspiraoy  to  defraud  the  wife —...    M 


P«g«. 

Falure  of  the  heirs  to  cultivate  the  land 
embraced  within  the  entry  of  a  deceased 
bomest'4*ader  excusable  when  due  to  armed 
violence  and  intimidation MK 

The  heirs  of  an  alleged  seMUr  take  noth- 
ing under  a  claim  based  on  illegal  residAnoe 
ofthe  decedent 197 

Good  fiiith  of  tiie  entryman  in  attempting 
to  cultivate  the  land  is  entitled  to  consider- 
ti<m 67 

One  who  has  complied  with  the  preemp- 
tion law,  submitted  final  proof  and  paid  for 
the  laud,  is  not  disqualified  as  a  homestead 
applicant  by  the  fisot  that  final  certificate 
has  not  issued  on  the  preSmption  proof ....    42 

Additional. 

The  right  under  the  act  of  March  8, 1879, 
can  only  be  exercised  where  the  original 
entry  had  been  made  at  the  passage  of  said 
act 351 

The  laud  embraced  within  an  entry  made 
under  the  act  of  July  1, 1879,  must  adjoin  the 
land  coveied  by  the  original  entry,  and  the 
residence  required  by  said  act  can  not  be 
established  nor  maintained  by  a  tenant ....    57 

One  who  is  restricted  to  an  entry  of  80 
acres  within  railroad  limits,  may  make  an 
additional  entry  within  an  odd  section, 
where  by  his  original  settlement  such  land 
was  excepted  from  the  grant,  and  he  has 
continued  to  cultivate  and  improve  the, 
tract 395 

Entry  under  the  act  of  May  6, 1886,  may 
pass  to  patent  without  proof  of  settlement 
and  cultivation,  if  final  proof  has  been  made 
on  the  original  entry .* 550 

Application  to  make,  pending  at  the  pas- 
sage of  the  aot  of  March  2, 1889,  is  entitled  to 
the  benefits  thereof,  and  until  final  action 
ther<*on,  subsequent  adverse  claims  are  ex- 
cluded thereby 668 

Act  of  June  15, 18B0. 

The  right  of  purohase  can  not  be  exer- 
cised by  an  entrymnn  who  has  sold  the  land 
embraced  within  the  original  entry 

Cash  entry  made  under  said  act,  and  can- 
celed for  failure  to  furnish  the  requisite 
proof,  will  not  be  reinstated  on  the  applica- 
tion of  one  who  claims  as  a  transferee  but 
does  not  traoe  his  title  to  the  entryman,  nor 
oooupy  the  status  of  an  innocent  purcnaser. 

Ciinoollation  of  the  original  entry,  and  sub- 
sequent improvident  timber-culturt*  entry 
of  the  land  by  the  claimant,  will  not  defeat 
his  right  ot  purchase SIO 

Right  of  homesteader  who  has  abandoned 
the  land  to  purchase^  is  defeated  by  the  in- 
tervening adverse  claim  of  his  wife,  who  has 
renained  on  the  land,  and  commeneed  pro- 
ceedings in  her  own  right  to  secure  the  same  829 

Indemnity. 

See  BaUroad  Orant,  BeKoU  Land, 
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Indian  Lands. 

SeeFeM,  Righto/  Way. 

Allotment. 

A  noo- tribal  Indian  who  haa  reoeived  the 
fall  boueflt  of  the  preemption  and  home- 
Btead  laws  la  not  enlitlod  to  an  allotment  un- 
der the  act  of  February  8. 1887 181 

The  authority  conferred  by  tjie  act  of  Oc- 
tober 19, 1888,  upon  the  Secretary  to  accept 
the  surrender  of  an  Indian  patent,  and  iaaue 
another  in  lieu  thereof,  extends  to  caaesarla- 
iujG;  since  said  act  aa  well  aa  prior  thereto..  184 

A  non-reservation  Indian  who  inakee  ap- 
plication for  an  allotment  under  aeotion  4, 
act  of  February  8,1887,  has  no  autliorlty  to 
relinquish  except  hy  the  oonaent  and  under 
direction  of  the  Department KB 

Allotments  to  the  citizen  hand  of  Potta- 
watomies,  on  selections  under  the  act  of  1872, 
that  were  made  before  the  ratification  of  the 
agreement  of  June  25, 1890,  and  authorlz<  d 
hy  law,  may  be  perfected,  notwithstanding 
the  act  of  &[arch  3, 1891 867 

The  right  of  the  Sao  and  Fox  Indiana  to 
take  lands  on  which  they  had  made  valnahle 
improvements  prior  to  the  ratification  of  the 
agreementof  June  12,  1890,  extends  to  landa 
in  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six 359 

The  size  of  allotments  t-o  the  Flandreau 
Sioux,  provided  for  by  section  7,  aotof  March 
2, 1889,  is  governed  by  the  provisions  regu- 
lating allotments  to  other  Indiana  on  the 
Great  Sioux  Reservation 292 

The  act  of  February  8,  1887,  givea  the  In- 
diana the  same  right  within  a  reservation 
created  by  execptive  order  as  if  made  by 
treaty  or  statute;,  and  lands  subject  to  such 
right  can  only  be  relieved  therefrom  by 
Congressional  action 205 

Authority  to  make  allotmenta  under  the 
act  of  Mar  oh  2, 1889,  terminates  when  the 
Secretary  has  approved  the  liata  containing 
the  names  of  those  entitled  to  allotments  . .  188 

The  inadvertent  omission  of  a  member  of 
the  tribe  from  the  approved  allotment  list 
may  be  corrected  on  due  proof  of  the  fact. .  168 

Indian  parents  not  allowed  to  aelect  landa 
within  the  ceded  portion  of  the  Sioux  reser- 
vation, on  which  after  February  28, 1891, 
white  settlers  had  eatablished  residence 
prior  to  such  selection 474 

Flathkad. 

The  fifteen  townships  set  apart  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Flatheads,  under  the  act  of 
June  5.  187^  did  not  include  lands  lying  in 
part  below  the  Lo  Lo  Fork  of  the  Bitter 
Root  River 49 

Mills  Lac. 

The  "further  legislation*'  required  by  the 
act  of  1884,  prior  to  the  disposition  of  Mille 
Lac  lands,  is  provided  in  the  act  of  January 
14,  1889,  and  said  aot  is  now  operative,  aa 
ihu  Indian's  ri){ht  of  occupancy  haa  been 
coded,  snd  puoh  action  received  the  approval 
of  the  President ,..„..„--.    52 


The  proviso  of  section  3,  act  of  January 
14,  1889,  does  not  apply  to  the  particular 
landa  ou  which  the  Mil  le  Lacs,  before  their 
\a»t  agreement,  were  allowed  to  live  under 
successive  depar  tm  ental  regulations 55 

Omaha. 

A  purchaser  of,  whose  claim  is  forfeited 
for  nonpayment,  may  complete  hia  pay- 
menta,  in  the  absence  of  adverse  rights, 
where  it  appears  that  he  had  tendered  the 
necessary  sum  prior  to  the  Judgment  of  for- 
feiture   Ill 

Purchaser  of,  who  haa  taken  less  than    ^ 
100  acrea,  and  haa  complied  with  the  law, 
may  enter  contiguona  land  at  the  appraised 
price 

Osage. 

See  Entry,  Tinal  Prwtf,  Be$idene4. 

Insanity. 

Tiie  acta  of  one  who  is  of  unsound  mind« 
performed  prior  to  a  judicial  determination 
of  his  legal  statue,  are  not  void,  but  void- 
able  

Instructions  and  Circulars. 

See  tables  of,  pare  xvn;  and  Oireulara 
and  Intiruetiont,  OiUd  and  Onutrued, 
pag€  XVII. 

Island* 

See  Survey. 

Wht>re  land  has  been  surveyfd,  sold,  and 
patented  by  the  government,  the  aubae- 
qnent  gradual  erosion  of  the  80il,reanlt- 
ing  in  the  formation  of  an  island  in  a  navi- 
gable stream,  occupy  ing  the  area  formeiiy 
surveyed  and  sold,  does  not  operate  to  vest 
title  in  the  government  to  snob  formation. .  &l 

Judgment. 

Final  decision  of  the  Department  must  be 
carried  into  effect,  if  not  stayed  by  motioii 
for  review,  or  the  direct  acUon  of  the  Sec- 
retary      45 

Of  cancellation,  takes  effect  as  of  the  date 
when  the  decision  is  maile ;  and  failure  to 
note  the  order  of  record  in  the  local  c^oe 
will  not  defeat  the  efiectof  the  Judgment.  99, 643 

Jurisdiction. 

Of  the  local  oflBce,  in  proceetllngs  directed 
by  the  Department,  not  abridged  by  the  al- 
lowance of  initial  desert  entry 34 

Of  the  Department  extends  to  the  deter- 
mination, in  proceedings  of  Ita  own,  whether 
a  person  executing  a  relinquiahment  is  of 
sound  mind 

Lake. 

See  Survey. 

Land  Department. 

See  Decieion. 

When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of 
the  register  or  receiver,  official  action  cam 
not  be  taken  until  the  vacancy  ia  filled 
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S«e  FrivaU  Claim,  School  Land,  Timber 
and  Stone  AeL 

Stone  tb»ti8  useful  only  for  general  build* 
ing  purposes  does  not  render  the  land  con- 
taining tbesame  subject  to  entry  as  mineral 
land 1 

In  issue  Joined  as  to  the  character  of  land 
that  \b  prima  facie  agrioukural  the  burden 
of  pnwfia  with  the  mineral  claimant 612 

The  character  of  land  claimed  as  mineral 
must  be  shown  by  the  actual  prodaction 
from  mining,  or  by  satis&otory  evidonoe 
that  mineral  exiats  on  the  land  in  sufflol^ni 
quantity  lo  make  the  same  more  valuable 
for  mining  than  for  aerioulture 612 

On  proper  showing  that  a  tract  included 
within  a  town-site  patent  was  well  known 
prior  to  the  entry  to  contain  a  raluable 
mine,  a  hearing  maiy  be  ordered  with  a  rlew 
to  subsequent  Judicial  proceedings 513, 662 

Section  16  of  the  act  of  March  8, 1891,  is 
not  retitMpectire  in  its  operation . .  .513, 662, 686 

Settlement  on  Alalmma  land  prior  to  the 
date  when  it  is  reported  valuable  for  coal, 
and  the  subsequent  entry  thereof  prior  to 
the  act  of  1883.  both  made  when  the  settler 
was  disqnaliflod  to  enter,  will  not  except 
such  land  from  the  reservation  provided  in 
said  act 635 

The  act  of  March  8, 1883,  requiring  prior 
to  entiy,  public  offering  of  lands  theretofore 
reported  as  containing  coal  and  iron,  under 
departmental  construction  is  held  applica- 
ble only  to  lands  reported  as  "  valuable  " 
for  coal  or  iron.* 550 

RlinlnK  €laiiii. 

See  Tnon  tite, 

A  stone  quarry  of  common  building  stone 
may  not  be  entered  as  a  placer  claim 1 

Entry  can  not  be  allowed  of  land  included 
within  an  outstanding  town-site  patent 662 

Where  the  record  shows  no  known  lode 
within  a  plsoer  claim  and  patent  issues  for 
the  latter,  a  subsequent  application  for  a 
lode  claim  within  said  placer  should  not  be 
allowed  while  the  placer  patent  is  outstand- 
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A  lode  entry  irregularly  allowed  for  liuid 
included  within  the  prior  placer  patent  of 
another  may  be  suspended  and  opportunity 
given  for  a  hearing  on  the  allegation  that 
said  lode  was  known  to  exist  prior  to  the 
placer  entry  and  patent 8^3 

Entry  of,  by  alien  is  not  void,  but  void- 
able, and  while  of  record  segregates  the  land 
covered  thereby  from  the  public  domain...  845 

Hearing  shoold  not  be  had  before  the  lo- 
cal office  on  a  protest  during  the  pendency 
of  adverse  Judicial  proceedings 204 


Page. 

A  location,  by  a  protestant,  on  land  segre- 
gated from  the  public  domain,  gives  the  lo- 
cator no  interest  as  against  the  prior  entry 
or  the  government  that  will  entitle  htm  to 
be  heard  on  appeal 845 

An  entry  should  not  be  canceled  for  fail- 
ure to  furnish  additional  proof;  unless  the 
record  shows  affirmatively  that  due  notice 
of  such  requirement  and  of  the  order  of  can- 
cellation was  given  ;  and  a  transferee  hold- 
ing under  such  entry  is  entitled  to  a  rein- 
statement, with  opportunity  to  show  the 
ihots  with  respect  to  the  entryman's  com- 
pliance with  law 126 

MiLLBITE. 

Section  2337  R.  S.  does  not  authorize  the 
entrf  of  a  millsite  when  the  land  is  in- 
tended to  be  used  in  common  with  other 
millsites  taken  in  connection  with  corre- 
sponding lode  claims 624 

There  is  no  provision  of  law  by  which  a 
millsite  can  be  acquired  as  additional  to,  or 
in  connection  with  an  existing  mlUsite 75 

Land  not  improved  or  occupied  for  mining 
or  milling  purposes  can  not  be  taken  as  a 
millsite  in  order  to  secure  tiie  use  of  water 
thereon 624 

The  right  to  a  millsite  under  the  second 
clause  of  section  2337  R.  S.  depends  upon 
the  existence  on  the  land  of  a  quartz  mill  or 
reduction  works 76 

Natu  ralizafion« 

A  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  cit- 
izen filed  by  the  father  during  the  minority 
of  the  son  does  not  confer  citizenship  upon 
the  latter 637 

Notice. 

AeePraetiee. 

Oklahoma. 

SeeTotmuite, 

A  soldier's  declaratory  statement  filed  on 
April  22, 1889,  throagh  an  agent  who  was  in 
the  Territory  prior  to  12  o'clock,  noon,  of 
said  day  is  illegal 653 

The  entry  of  one  who  is  lawfully  within 
said  Territory  prior  to  noon  of  April  22, 1889 
but  takes  advantage  of  his  presence  to  se- 
cure a  settlement  i  ight  in  advance  of  others 
ia  in  violation  of  the  statute  opening  said 
lands  to  enk'y 653 

A  homestead  entry  of  land  within  said 
Territory  made  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
the  land  to  townslte  occupants  is  illegal, 
and  priority  of  settlement  in  such  case  con- 
fers no  right  upon  t^e  entryman 654 

Osaire  Ijand. 

See  Entry,  Final  Proof,  Beaidenee, 

Patent. 

See  Indian  Lande,  Mining  Claim,  Towntiis, 


"  The  words  "or  iron  "  should  be  added  at  the  close  of  the  sooond  paragraph  of  the  syllabua  of  this 
decision. 
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Payment. 

See  Final  Proqf, 

Practice. 

Generally. 

Rule  42,  modified  in  OklAboma  townsite 

cases 186 

On  exoQse  offered  for  failure  to  oomply 
with  the  rales  of,  a  definite  statement  of  the 
facts  relied  npon  shoold  be  made  under 

oath -. 198 

Ex  parte  cases,  or  cases  in  which  the  goy- 
ernment  is  a  party,  in  which  the  entry  is 
confirmed  by  theaot  of  Sfaroh  8, 1891,  may  be 
disposed  of  on  motion,  without  respect  to 

position  on  the  docket 308 

Contest  cases  in  which  the  entry  is  con- 
firmed by  the  act  of  March  3, 1881,  may  be 
advanced  on  written  motion  and  after  notice 

to  the  adverse  party 308 

Order  of  January  17,  1891,  fixing  the  first 
Monday  in  each  month  for  the  presentation 
of  motions   to   dismiss   on  jurisdictional 

grounds 61 

The  act  of  the  Commissioner  in  advanc- 
ing a  case,  or  refusing  so  to  do,  is  discre- 
tionary, and  will  not  be  disturbed  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  clear  showing  that  such  discre- 
tion has  been  abused  and  that  a  party  in 

intoreet  has  been  inj  ured  thereby 694 

The  local  officers  should  each  sign  the 
decision  reached  in  a  contest  if  they  con- 
cur   643 

If,  through  mistake,  either  of  the  local 
offlcera  fail  to  sign  a  decision  that  is  In  fiiust 
the  opinion  of  both,  the  signature  may  be 
attached,  nune  pro  tunc^  at  any  time  before 

the  record  is  sent  up 642 

In  the  disposition  of  a  case  it  is  compe- 
tent for  the  Department  to  consider  and  de- 
termine all  questions  presented  by    the 

record 157 

The  validity  of  all  rights  claimed  and  set 
up  by  adverse  parties  may  be  properly  de- 
termined on  the  final  disposition  of  the 

case 138 

The  consideration  at  the  same  time  of 
several  cases  that  embrace  similar  ques- 
tions and  the  promulgation  of  one  decision 
covering  the  several  cases  do  not  abridge 
the  right  of  each  party  to  have  his  case 

separately  considered 508 

One  who  agrees  by  stipulation  to  be  im- 
pleaded in  a  pending  action  with  "  the  same 
force  and  effect  "  as  if  he  had  originally 
been  made  a  party  thereto,  can  not  be  heard 
to  subsequentiy  ol^ect  to  the  authority  of 
the  Department  to  pass  on  the  validity  of 

his  claim 138 

A  motion  to  dismiss  should  not  be  enter- 
tained, when  made  without  notice,  and  not 

on  the  day  of  hearing 453 

Publication  of  a  dejpartmental  decision  in 
the  "Land  Decisions  "  is  not  equivalent  to 
fm  official  promulgation  of  such  decision. . .  262 


Transferee  cioi  ttot  question  the  validly 
of  proceedings  against  an  entry  if  notice  of 
his  claim'  was  nbt  flledf  in'  the  local  office  . . .  462: 

APPltAL. 

Rul(B  46  is  mandatoi^  amt  &aa  all  the  force 

andeffioctof  Ikw 199) 

Rule  48  is  not  applicable  tv  decisions  ren- 
dered by  the  Creneral*  C<atid  Office 42fi 

Rules  aiffecttng  the  time  for,  modified  in 

Oklahoma  townsiCe  caise» LBT 

Rule  70,  as  amended,  does  not  apply  to  an 
appeal  firom  a  decision'  holding  an  entry  for 

cancellation  9at 

Rules  79  and  87  are  applicabfe  to  proceed- 
ings before  the  local  office,  as  well  as  la 
oases  before  the  Creneial  Land  Office  and 

the  Department Qfr 

In  computing  th«  thne  allowed  from  de- 
cision of  the  local  office  10  days  additional 
are  accorded  when  notice  of  the  decision  is 

given  through  the  mails  by  said  office 62 

Right  of,  oan  not  be  exercised  by  one  who 

is  not  a  party  in  interest 58S 

Protestant,  without  interest,  is  not  en- 
titled to  right  of 84a 

In  computing  the  time  allowed  for,  the 
period  covered  by  an  intervening  motion  for 

review  should  be  excluded 62, 64T 

If  not  taken  in  time  the  Department  is 
withoutjurisdictiott  to  entertain  the  same..  419 

Applicant  fur  land  should  be  informed  aa 
to  the  right  of,  if  his  application  is  re- 
jected  235^681 

Will  not  lie  from  an  interlocutory  order 
that  deprives  the  appellant  tof  no  right. .  63, 493 

Will  lie  from  an  order  of  the  local  offioe 
dismissing  a  contest  for  want  of  proeecn- 
tion  and  refusing  to  reinstate  the  same  on 

due  showing 585 

Will  not  be  entertained  in  the  absence  of 

notice  to  the  adverse  party 93 

A  mistake  in  the  name  of  appellant  or 
appellee's  attorney  in  notice  of  appeal  is 
not  fatal  thereto  where  received  in  due  Ume 
by  the  attorney  of  appellee  and  no  preju- 
dice to  appellee  is  daimed 97 

Will  not  be  entertained  by  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  absence  of  specificatioiis  of 

error,  as  required  by  the  rules 98 

Specification  of  error  sufficient  where 
made  by  reference  to  the  specifications  filed 
on  appeal  from  the  local  office  and  Uie 
grounds  of  the  appeal  are  explicitly  set  forth 

thoein 470 

A  specification  of  error  that  sets  forth 
that  the  decision  is  "contrary  to  law  and 
the  facts,  and  is  ni^Just,  unreasonable,  illog- 
ical, and  biased  "  is  not  sufficient 20 

Specifications  of  error  on  appeal  to  the 
Department  are  not  limited  to  the  points 
raised  by  the  appeal  from  the  local  office  . .    87 

Not  defeated  by  failure  to  file  specifica- 
tions of  error  where  the  failure  is  caused  by 
inability  to  secure  a  copy  of  the  decision. . .    74 
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From  the  Commissioner  removes  the  case 
ftom  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Land 
Office 80 

From  the  Commissioner's  decision  re- 
mores  the  case  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  no  authority  ez> 
ists  thereafter  in  said  office  to  consider  a 
motion  to  dismiss  said  appeal 390,422 

Accepted  by  the  General  Land  Office 
terminates  its  jurisdiction  over  the  case ; 
and  it  does  not  subsequently  acquire  Juris- 
diction on  the  withdrawal  of  such  appeal, 
in  the  absence  of  departmental  action 
thereon 405 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  has  no  jurisdiction  to  consider  a  mo* 
tion  to  dismiss  an  appeal  Aram  his  office ...  047 

Where  an  acceptance  of  service  by  ap- 
peUee  is  coupled  with  an  objection  to  the 
consideration  of  the  appeal,  on  the  ground 
of  insufficient  notice  thereof,  such  objection 
should  be  presented  in  due  form  and  sup- 
ported with  proof 220 

The  acceptance  of  service,  by  the  author- 
ised attorney  of  appellee,  on  a  brief  filed  in 
•upiK>rt  of  an  appeal  is  sufficient  to  confer 
jurisdiction  on  the  Department 220 

Will  not  be  dismissed  on  the  ground  that 
notioe  thereof  was  not  given  appellee  or  hia 
attorney,  where  the  service  was  upon  one 
who  prior  thereto  had  represented  appel* 
lee  as  attorney,  and  where  no  prejudice  to 
appellee  is  shown 118 

In  which  it  is  alleged  that  certain  impor- 
tant papers  are  missing  ftt>m  the  record, 
should  not  be  dismissed  on  motion,  without 
allowing  the  appellant  an  opportunity  to 
respond  to  said  motion,  and  take  action  with 
respect  to  the  missing  papers 094 

Withdrawal  of,  will  not  prevent  the  De- 
partment from  considering  the  record  and 
rendering  6uch  judgment  as  the  law  and 
facts  require 406 

Withdrawal  of,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
time  allowed  for  taking  the  same,  and  filing 
a  motion  for  review,  does  not  revive  the 
right  of  appeal,  if  the  review  should  be  de- 
nied  105 

COSTB. 

See  JVm. 

Of  reducing  testimony  to  writing  in  con- 
teat  cases  Is  taxable  at  15  centa  per  one 
hundred  words,  except  in  States  where  a 
higher  rate  is  fixed;  that  the  actual  expense 
of  the  clerical  service  amounts  to  less  than 
the  authorised  rate  does  not  warrant  the 
taxation  of  such  costs  at  a  rate  based  on  the 
actual  expense 478 

Hearing. 

Discretionary  authority  reau  with  the 
Commissioner  to  refuse  an  order  for,  where 
the  allegntions  on  protest  are  deemed  by 
him  insufficient,  and  the  corroborating  wit- 
testify  from  information  and  belief. .    40 


The  local  officers  have  discretionary  au- 
thority under  Rule  41  in  the  matter  of  admit- 
ting additional  testimony 109 

Should  be  ordered  to  test  the  question  of 
priority  when  a  filing  is  offered,  with  an 
allegation  of  a  prior  settlement  right,  for 
land  embraced  within  the  existing  entry  of 
another 684 

The  effect  of  a  general  appearance  can 
not  be  modified  by  a  subsequent  allegation 
that  it  was  special  in  character. 14 

A  defendant  may  so  far  appear  as  to  ob- 
ject to  the  jurisdiction,  and  such  appearance 
is  *'  specifll ;  *'  but  if  he  seeks  to  call  into 
action  any  irawers  of  the  court  except  such 
as  pertain  to  its  jurisdiction  the  appear- 
ance is  general 020 

Failure  to  apply  for  a  hearing  within  the 
specified  time  after  notice  of  a  rule  to  show 
cause  why  an  entry  should  not  be  canceled 
is  a  confession  of  the  charge  and  a  waiver 
of  all  daim  to  the  land 189 

NOTICB. 

Snle  8  oMiteraplates  a  notioe  issued  under 
a  contest  initiated  to  secure  the  preferred 
right  of  entry  accorded  by  the  act  of  May 
14, 1880 482 

In  the  absence  of  proper  service,  ol^ection 
to  the  jurisdiction  is  not  waived  l>y  pro- 
ceeding to  trial  after  a  motion  to  dismiss  is 
overruled 620 

Service  of,  is  fatally  defective  where  the 
purported  copy,  delivered  to  the  defondant, 
does  not  show  the  true  date  of  hearing  as 
fixed  in  the  original  notioe 44 

Of  contest  can  not  be  served  by  registered 
letter,  and  no  jurisdiction  is  acquired 
thereby.... 311,020 

Service  of,  by  publication,  can  not  be  de- 
feated by  a  subsequent  allegation  under 
oath  that  the  defendant's  residence  could 
have  been  easily  ascertained 453 

Service  by  publication  should  be  set 
aside  when  it  is  satisfactorily  made  to  ap- 
pear that  the  defendant  is  a  well-known 
resident  of  the  county  in  which  the  land  ia 
situated,  and  that  personal  service  could 
have  been  obtained  by  ordinary  diligence.  668 

Service  by  publication   not  authorised 
where  failure  to  secure  personal  service  is 
due  to  the  claimant's  neglect  to  advance  the  - 
fees  required  by  the  officer  for  such  service.  811 

The  refusal  of  the  defendant  to  receive 
and  open  a  registered  letter  known  by  him 
to  contain  a  notice  of  contest  will  not 
thereby  defeat  the  service 403 

Service  by  publication  is  fatally  defective 
where  in  the  affidavit  therefor  and  the  sub- 
sequent publication  the  defendant  is  errone- 
ously designated  as  "  Frederick  Van  Dem," 
instead  of  "  Uendrik  Van  Oene  " 47 

All  defects  in  the  service  of^  waived  by  a 
general  appearance .^ 
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Aoknowledgment  of  service  la  a  imiver 
of  all  irreKalarities  in  the  mode  of  service . .  239 

Qenenl  appearance  on  hearing  day  and 
stipulation  for  oonti  nuance  is  a  waiver  of 
any  irregnlarity  in  the  service 263, 602 

Where  the  entryman  appears  and  in- 
vokes the  Judgment  of  the  Department,  he 
will  not  he  heard  to  snhseqaently  plead 
want  of  notice 14,82,620 

On  the  sahstitntion  of  the  widow  as  de- 
fendant^ she  is  entitled  to  14 

Mnat  be  served  upon  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  in  case  of  contest  against 
the  entry  of  a  deceased  homesteader 510 

Of  a  dedaion  holding  an  entry  for  cancel* 
Ution  may  be  given  by  registered  letter —  192 

Of  a  decision  served  upon  the  attorney  is 
notice  the  client 388 

Of  a  hearing  directed  to  ascertain  priori- 
ties between  adverse  claimants  is  not  de- 
fective, thongh  it  may  not  contain  the 
charges  on  which  the  hearing  is  ordered. . .  462 

Of  appeal,  may  be  served  by  registered 
letter,  and  the  proof  of  such  service  is  made 
by  the  affidavit  of  ttie  person  mailing  such 
letter,  attached  to  a  copy  of  the  post^ffioe 
receipt 59 

To  the  entrymaa's  agent  of  an  order  of 
cancellation  is  notice  to  the  entryman 189 

Behbarino. 

Will  not  be  gnmted  to  introduce  cumula- 
tive evidence  i 288 

Incompetency  of  applicant's  attorney 
in  the  original  proceedings  not  sufficient 
ground  for 233 

UTot  accorded  a  transferee  unless  he  shows 
that  he  can  furnish  other  and  better  evi- 
dence  than  that  submitted  by  the  entryman  482 

Revixw. 

Rules  regulating  time  allowed  for  mo- 
tions, modified  in  Oklahoma  townsite  cases  187 

On  motion  for,  before  the  Commissioner, 
it  is  within  his  discretion  to  waive  the  re- 
quirement of  an  affidavit  that  the  motion 
is  in  good  faith 647 

Motion  for,  can  not  be  entertained  by  the 
Commissioner  after  an  appeal  has  been 
taken  ttom  his  decision,  unless  the  appeal 
is  withdrawn  and  made  of  record 80 

Motion  for,  based  on  alleged  newly  dis- 
covered evidence  may  be  entertained  thongh 
not  filed  within  30  days  from  notice  of  the 
decision 647 

A  motion  for,  filed  in  due  time,  preclndes 
while  pending  the  intervention  of  adverse 
claims 529 

Motion  for,  of  departmental  decision,  if 
filed  within  the  time  specified,  operates  as 
a  supersedeas,  but  if  not  filed  within  that 
time  the  execution  of  the  Judgment  can 
only  be  stayed  by  the  direct  action  of  the 

45 
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Motion  for,  will  not  bo  dismissed  on  tiie 
ground  of  being  filed  out  of  time,  where  the 
date  of  the  service  of  the  notice  of  the  de* 
dsion  is  not  affirmatively  shown 228 

A  question  not  raised  nor  determined 
in  the  decision  will  not  be  considered  on 
motion  for 503 

Will  be  denied  where  no  new  question 
is  presented  for  consideration 226 

Where  the  motion  for,  is  lost  or  mislaid, 
a  copy  thereof  may  be  substituted 220 

No  ground  for,  that  the  decision  rendered 
was  embraced  in  a  number  of  cases  con- 
sidered at  the  same  time  and  covered  by 
the  promulgation  of  one  decision 503 

Application  for  the  re-review  of  a  decis- 
ion will  be  denied  where  it  presents  no  new 
question  of  law  or  (kct 446 

Re-review  only  granted  under  exceptional 
circumstances,  and  on  special  application, 
and  not  secured  indirectiy  through  subse- 
quent proceedings  in  the  case 864 

PreSmptioii* 

See  Sntry,  Fitting. 

Land  contalnining  stone  that  is  useful  for 
general  building  purposes  only  is  not 
exempt  from,  as  mineral  land 1 

Right  of,  can  not  be  exercised  on  land  in- 
cluded within  the  use  and  occupancy  of  In- 
dians  516 

Right  of,  can  not  be  exercised  on  land  em- 
braced within  an  Indian  reservation 568 

Right  of,  can  not  be  exercised  by  one  who 
is  the  owner  of  820  acres  of  land 103 

In  determining  whether  a  preSmptor  is 
disqualified  under  the  second  clause  of  sec- 
tion 2260  R.  S.,  his  relation  to  the  land  for- 
merly owned  must  be  considered  with  re- 
spect to  the  date  of  establishing  actual  res- 
idence on  the  preemption  claim,  and  not 
with  reference  to  the  date  of  settiement 
thereon 529 

Sale  in  good  faith  from  the  husband  to  the 
wife  of  the  land  formerly  owned,  prior  to 
the  establishment  of  actual  residence  on  the 
claims,  removes  the  statutory  bar  contained 
in  section  2260  R  S : 244,456 

One  who,  prior  to  the  establishment  of 
actual  residence,  has  sold,  in  good  £aith,  the 
land  on  which  he  formerly  resided,  is  not 
within  the  second  inhibition  of  section  2260 
R.8 244,455 

An  allegation  that  oiie  is  not  disqualifled 
through  the  ownership  of  other  land,  in  that 
a  part  of  said  land  had  been  sold  prior  to 
final  proof,  must  fail  if  the  good  faith  of  the 
alleged  transaction  is  not  made  apparent ..  103 

Right  of,  can  not  be  exercised  by  one  who 
enters  upon  public  land  for  the  purposes  of 
'*  trade  and  busine^'*  and  makes  such  use 
of  said  land 617 
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Right  of,  not  defeated  by  the  fact  that 
throni^h  a  change  of  circamataDces  the  pre- 
emptor,  prior  to  final  proof,  forms  the  Intent 
to  sell,  whore  previonaly  thereto  he  has 
oomplied  with  the  law  in  good  faith 20 

The  actnal  date  of  settlement  may  be 
ahown  to  be  earlier  than  alleged  in  the  de- 
claratory statement 299 

Right  OD  nnoffered  land  as  defined  by  the 
act  of  1841,  and  extended  to  lands  in  Call* 
fomia  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1853,  is  not  de- 
feated by  failure  to  make  proof  and  pay- 
ment, prior  to  the  day  fixed  for  the  public 
offering  of  the  laud,  where  said  land  is  sub- 
sequently withheld  from  such  sale 272 

Transmutation  of  a  claim  for  180  acres  to 
a  homestead  entry  of  less  amount,  is  an 
abandonment  of  the  former  claim  and  ex- 
hausts the  precmptire  right  of  the  claimant  351 

A  pre-emptor  whose  claim  is  initiated 
prior  to  the  act  of  March  2. 1880,  is  entitled, 
under  section  2  thereof^  to  transmute  his 
filing  to  a  homestead  entry 361 

A  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a 
'  citisen  filed  by  the  father  during  the  minor- 
ity of  the  son  does  not  qualify  the  latter  in 
the  matter  of  citixenship  to  make  entry  un- 
der the  predmption  law  637 

Price  of  Land. 

See  PvMie  LaruL 

Private  Claim. 

See  Statet  and  Territoriu  (sub-title,  OaH' 
fomia.) 

In  determining  the  boundaries  of,  the 
language  ot  the  decree  of  confirmation 
must  be  accepted  and  followed,  unless  so 
ambiguous  as  to  require  extraneous  aid  to 
•how  Its  meaning 364 

In  fixing  the  back  line  of  the  McBonogh 
and  Fontenot  claims,  the  lowest  point  of 
the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Maurepas,  as  it 
now  exists,  should  be  taken  as  the  starting 
point. *>••>> >>••■>■■*• ..................•>..  496 

Survey  cf,  made  under  the  act  of  July  1, 
1884,  does  not  segregate  the  land  oorered 
thereby  if  not  approved  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office 664 

For  land  within  specific  boundaries,  re- 
serves only  such  land  as  may  be  finally  de- 
termined to  be  within  said  boundaries 664 

The  act  of  June  21, 1860,  authorised  the 
heirs  of  Baca  to  select  non-mineral  lands  in 
lieu  of  the  original,  and  the  burden  is  there- 
fore upon  the  claimants  to  show  that  the 
lands  selected  are  of  the  character  desig- 
nated; and  this  showing  can  be  required  at 
any  time  prior  to  patent,  even  though  the 
character  of  the  land  may  not  have  been 
knoim  to  the  claimants  at  date  of  selec- 
tion   676 

The  right  of  the  Baca  claimants  under 
•elections  made  in  accordanoo  with  the  act 
of  June  21, 1860,  is  not  dependent  in  any 
manner  uppon  the  present  claim  of  the 
town  of  Las  Vegas 676 
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Private  Entry. 

Of  land  excluded  from  such  disposition 
by  the  act  of  March  2. 1889,  and  allowed 
after  the  passage  thereof,  is  invalid,  thongh 
made  before  the  local  office  had  been  offi- 
cially notified  of  the  passage  of  said  act —  201 

Protestant* 

See  ConUttant,  Mining  Olaimy  Practice 
(sub-title  *Appeal) . 

Departmental  definition  of  the  term  "pro- 
^  test"  as  used  in  section  7,  act  of  March  3, 
1891 453 

Public  Land. 

The  limitation  in  acreage  prescribed  by 
the  act  of  August  30, 1880,  applies  equally 
to  all  the  land  laws,  and  restricts  the  appli- 
cant thereunder  to  320  acres  in  the  aggre- 
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The  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  30, 
1890,  are  prospective,  and  the  right  to  secure 
820  acres  is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  the 
applicant  has  acquired  a  like  amount  prior 
to  said  act,  if  he  is  otherwise  entitled  to 
entersuch  amount 81 

The  disposition  of  an  isolated  tract,  sur- 
veyed as  an  idand,  is  not  precluded  by  the 
fact  that  such  land  is  not  at  all  times  sur- 
rounded by  water,  if  there  is  no  claim  un- 
der riparian  ownership 97 

Odd  sections,  or  parts  of  such  secUons, 
within  the  primary  limits  of  the  Northern 
Paoifio,  and  excepted  from  the  grant  by 
existing  entries,  are  properly  held  at  double 
minimum  if  such  entries  are  subsequently 
canceled 127 

The  price  of  desert  land  within  the  pri- 
mary limits  of  a  forfeited  railroad  grant 
remains  at  double  minimam,  where  said 
land  is  also  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
another  grant,  not  forfeited,  although  said 
land  may  be  excepted  from  the  latter  grant  296 

Held  under  a  quitclaim  deed  from  the 
State  is  not  excluded  from  appropriation..  519 

Public  Sale. 

An  order  directing  the  sale  of  an  isolated 
tract  excludes  the  land  covered  thereby 
from  settlement,  filing,  or  entry 897 

Purciiaser. 

See  AUenaUon,  Bntry  (sub-title,  Oanjbmut- 
tion),  HomeiUad,  (anb-titleAtfC  qfJum  \\ 
1880),  JtoOroad  XofMf,  StaUt  and  IWriHh 
ries. 

Railroad  Grant. 

See  Railroad  Lands,  Wagon  Road  Qrant. 

Gknkrallt. 

Patents  must  issue  in  the  name  of  the 
company  to  whom  the  grant  is  made,  with- 
out respect  to  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  the 
road  is  now  owned  by  another  company....  110 
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The  patents  issned  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pa- 
cific Company  should  contain  in  express 
terms  an  exclusion  of  "all  mineral  lands 
other  than  coal  and  iron  lands" 116 

Section  8,  act  of  September  29, 1890,  is  a 
limitation  on  the  grant  made  to  the  Mobile 
and  Girard  Company  by  ihe  act  of  June  3, 
186<l,and  restricts  said  grant  to  the  lands 
earned  by  the  constrnction  of  the  road  firom 
QirardtoTroy 117 

The  certificate  of  the  governor  provided 
for  in  section  4,  act  of  Jane  3, 1856,  is  limited    . 
to  the  fact  of  completion,  and  does  not  ex- 
tend to  conclusions  of  law 117 

The  Mobile  and  Girard's  acceptance  of 
the  conditions  imposed  by  the  act  of  Sep- 
tember 29, 1890,  and  the  relinqaishment  filed 
therennder,  are  held  sufficient  to  famish  the 
proper  basis  for  action  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  grant 118 

The  acceptance  of  the  relinqaishment 
filed  by  the  Mobile  and  Girard,  under  the 
act  of  September  29, 1890,  waives  no  objec- 
tion to  the  suffleiency  of  said  instrument  not 
apparent  on  its  fAoe 118 

Instrnotions  given  for  determining  what 
lands  are  snbjeet  to  the  Mobile  and  Girard 
grant,  and  for  the  presentation  of  claims 
that  are  protected  by  the  forfeiture  act  of 
1890 118 

Lands  relinquished  in  favor  of  a  settle- 
ment claim  can  not  again  be  claimed  by  the 
company  (Florida  Railway  and  Navigation 
Company)  even  though  the  settler  fails  to 
perfect  his  entry 547 

The  relinquishment  of  the  company  in 
fkvor  of  \Hma  fide  settlers  is  not  defeated  by 
the  failure  of  the  settler  to  place  his  claim 
on  record ;  nor  will  his  subsequent  purchase 
of  the  land  firom  the  company  defeat  his 
right  under  the  relinquishment.  (Florida 
Bail  way  and  Navigation  Company) 301, 549 

The  authority  of  the  Department  to  order 
a  hearing  between  the  company  and  a  min- 
eral applicant  as  to  the  character  of  the  land 
is  not  abridged  by  a  prior  ex  parte  proceed- 
ing, on  behalf  of  the  company.  In  which  the 
land  was  found  to  be  agricnltural 608 

Directions  given  for  the  publication  of 
selections  on  behalf  of  the  Florida  Railway 
and  Navigation  Company  that  may  be  cov- 
ered by  former  entries  made  nnder  the 
''armed  occupation  acts  " 658 

The  right  of  the  St.  Paul.  Minneapolis  and 
Manitoba  Company,  sncceesors  of  the  St. 
Paul  and  Pacific  Company,  did  not  attach 
under  the  act  of  March  8, 1871,  until  the  re- 
lease required  by  said  act  was  executed 512 

Failure  of  the  company  to  respond  to  a 
settler's  published  notice  of  final-proof  pro- 
ceedings will  not  defeat  its  title  to  land 
which  on  the  record  is  shown  to  have  passed 
nnder  the  grant 851 


The  construction  of  a  firaotional  part  of  a 
section  of  20  miles,  tiie  whole  road  not  being 
completed,  does  not  entitle  the  company 
(Tennessee  and  Coosa)  to  any  lands  nnder 
thegrantof  Junes,  1856 254 

The  failure  to  construct  any  part  of  the 
Tennessee  and  Coosa  road  in  accordanoo 
with  the  grant  renders  it  subject  to  the 
forfeiture  act  of  1890,  not  only  as  to  the  un- 
certified lands,  but  also  as  to  the  1^  sec- 
tions certified  in  advance  of  construction, 
if  such  lands  remain  in  the  po  session  of  the 
State  or  company 254 

The  Une  of  constmcted  road  is  made  the 
measure  of  the  grant  provided  for  in  the  act 
of  April  30,  1871.  (Marquette,  Houghton 
and  Ontonagon  Company) 214 

In  the  grant  of  April  20, 1871,  the  cotermi- 
nous principle  is  recognised  in  determining 
the  measure  of  the  grant,  and  the  *'  line  of 
road  as  completed  "  forms  the  basis  of  meas- 
urement    214 

In  the  execution  of  the  forfeiture  act  of 
March  2,  1889,  the  western  terminal  line, 
separating  the  lands  opposite  the  uncon- 
stiiicted  portion  of  the  Marquette,  Hough- 
ton and  Ontonagon  road  from  those  opposite 
the  constructed  portion  thereof^  must  bo 
drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  con- 
structed road  214 

An  application  of  the  company  for  the 
return  of  selection  fees  on  the  cancellation 
of  a  selection,  and  the  acceptance  of  such 
repayment  is  a  waiver  of  the  oompany*s 
claim  to  the  land 546 

The  right  of  the  California  and  Oregon 
Company  under  tiie  act  of  July  26, 1866,  at- 
taches to  the  granted  sections  when  the 
map  designating  the  line  of  its  road  is  filed 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  ac- 
cepted by  that  oflHoer...... 133 

Itis  not  within  the  province  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  review  the  action  of  the  governor  of 
Minnesota  in  the  exec  ntion  of  a  relinquish- 
ment under  the  State  act  of  March  1, 1877. .  615 

The  relinquishment  of  a  tract  by  the  gov- 
emer  of  Minnesota  under  the  State  act  of 
March  1,  1877,  re-invests  the  government 
with  full  title,  and  the  validity  of  such  re- 
linquishment is  not  affected  by  the  fact 
the  settler  in  whose  favor  it  was  made  did 
not  attain  his  minority  nntil  after  Uie  pass- 
age of  said  act 61a 

The  State  (Minnesota)  act  of  March  1, 
1877,  did  not  afiloct  lands  to  which  title  had 
been  perfected  prior  thereto  in  the  company, 
hence  a  subsequent  reconveyance  of  such 
lands  by  the  State  would  act  give  the  De- 
partment jurisdiction  over  the  same 354 

Lands  Excbptbd. 

The  existence  ^f  a  valid  pre-emption  fil> 
ing  at  date  of  definite  location  excepts  the 
land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of 
the  grant 2 
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Exintence  of  a  prima  faeie  valid  prconip- 
tion  filing  at  the  date  when  the  grant  be- 
come8  effective  excepts  the  land  covered 
thereby,  even  though  snoh  filing  may  em- 
brace an  excessive  acreage 567 

Land  covered  by  a  prima  faeie  valid  pre- 
emption filing  when  the  grant  to  the  Ore- 
gon and  Callfomia  Company  becomes  ef- 
fective is  excepted  therefrom,  and  the  fail- 
ure of  the  preSmptor  to  comply  with  the 
law  does  not  defeat  the  exception 232 

Claim  of  a  qualified  preemptor  based  on 
residence  and  improvement  existing  when 
the  grant  to  the  Southern  Pacific  becomes 
effective  excepts  the  land  covered  thereby 
item  the  grant 470 

A  homestead  entry  existing  at  date  of 
definite  location  excepts  the  land  covered 
thereby  from  the  grant 545 

Land  included  within  a  suspended  entry  at 
deffnite  location  is  excepted  from  the  grant.  672 

Land  occupied  and  claimed  by  a  qualified 
preemptor  at  the  date  the  grant  became  ef- 
fective is  excepted  therefrom  (Northern 
Pacific) 299 

Donation  claim  of  record  prior  to  the  at- 
tachment of  rights  under  the  grant,  and  as- 
serted until  after  said  grant  becomes  ef- 
fective, excepts  the  land  covered  thereby 
ftt>m  the  grant 238 

A  mere  allegation  that  land  not  covered 
by  a  preemption  filing  was  in  fact  embraced 
within  the  claim  will  not  be  accepted  as  suf- 
ficient to  defeat  the  grant 471 

A  mere  allegation  of  settlement  prior  to 
definite  location  will  not  work  i^n  exception 
of  the  land,  where  the  filing  in  which  such 
alles^ation  appears  is  not  made  until  after 
the  rights  of  the  road  have  attached 384 

When  settlement  and  occupancy  alone 
are  relied  upon  to  except  land  from  the 
operation  of  a  grant  it  mn»t  afllrmatively 
appear  that  the  party  in  possession  had  a 
right  that  could  have  been  asserted  as 
against  the  grant  when  it  became  effective.  554 

Settlement  at  date  of  definite  location  by 
a  qualified  settler  except-s  the  land  covered 
from  the  grant,  even  though  such  settler  is 
ignorant  of  his  right,  and  holds  the  land 
under  the  belief  that  it  is  subject  to  the 
grant 554 

Settlement  of  an  alien  confers  no  rights  as 
against  the  operation  of  a  grant 607 

Occupancy  of  land  by  one  who  intends  to 
purchase  it  from  the  company  is  not  effect- 
ive as  against  the  grant 322 

Right  of  purchase  under  section  2,  act  of 
June  15,  1880,  excepts  the  land  covered 
thereby  from  the  effect  of  definite  location, 
and  can  be  exercised  as  against  the  grant  at 
any  time  prior  to  patent 310 

The  fact  that  an  order  canceling  an  entry 
is  not  received  at  the  local  office  until  after 
definite  location,  though  made  prior  thereto, 
will  not  operate  to  defeat  the  grant. 60 
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Failure  to  officially  inform  the  local  office 
of  an  executive  order  releasing  land  from  a 
military  reservation  will  not  operate  to  re- 
serve such  land  as  against  the  grant 465 

Erroneous  action  of  the  local  office  in  des- 
ignating land  as  within  a  military  reserva- 
tion will  not  defeat  the  operation  of  the 
grant 465 

A  private  claim  for  land  within  specific 
boundaries  reserves  only  such  land  as  may 
be  finally  determined  to  be  within  said 
boundaries  as  against  the  opei-ation  of  a 
railroad  grant,  though  other  land  may  be 
claimed  as  within  said  boundaries  at  the 
Ume  such  grant  takes  effect 664 

Lands  within  the  outboundariesof  aMex- 
ican  grant  of  quantity  within  a  tract  of 
larger  area  are  subject  to  the  operation  of  a 
railroad  grant  at  the  date  it  becomes  effect- 
ive except  as  to  the  amount  that  may  be 
actually  required  to  satisfy  the  claim 507 

Lands  within  the  withdrawal  on  general 
route  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  and  within 
the  indemnity  limits  on  definite  location 
thereof,  are  excepted  fh>m  the  subsequent 
operation  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and 
Hanitoba  grant 395,308 

The  unappropriated  odd  sections  within 
the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  of  June  10, 
1852,  were  not  "reserved"  lands  when  the 
grant  of  1866  was  made  to  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific,  and  therefore  passed  to  said  com- 
pany when  found  in  the  primary  limits  of 
its  grant 116 

"All  mineral  lands"  are  excluded  from 
the  grant  to  the  Central  Pacific,  and  until 
patent  issues  the  Department  has  authority 
to  determine  the  character  of  land  claimed 
under  the  grant,  and  this  is  true  though  the 
company  may  have  sold  the  land 608 

Indbmnitt. 

Selection  of  record  excludes  the  land  from 
other  disposition 386 

The  pendency  of  a  selection  bars  other  dis- 
position of  the  laud ;  but  a  subsequent  fil- 
ing may  be  allowed  to  stand  subject  to  the 
final  disposition  of  the  selection 195 

A  selection  made  Under  the  order  waiving 
the  requirement  of  a  specified  loss  is  legally 
made  and  excludes  the  acquisition  of  settle- 
ment rights;  and  an  application  to  make 
preemption  filing  on  land  thus  selected  at 
date  of  settlement,  must  be  rejected  where 
the  loss  has  been  designated  previously 
thereto. 448 

Selections  will  not  be  approved  in  the  ab- 
sence of  due  specification  of  the  losses  for 
which  indemnity  is  sought 518 

Departmental  order  of  May  28,  1883,  dis- 
pensing with  designation  of  bases  under 
Northern  Pacific  selections 106 
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The  circalar  reqnirement  of  a  spedfled 
basiB,  iBflued  Angnst  4>,  1885,  was  not  in« 
tended  to  inyalidate  selections  theretofore 
made,  bat  to  reqoire  a  specification  of  the 
losses  for  which  snch  selections  were  made.  450 

The  right  to  select  a  particular  tract  de- 
pends upon  its  status  at  the  date  of  selec- 
tion  and  not  at  date  of  withdrawal  . .  1 19 

No  action  should  be  taken  on  selections 
for  lands  embraced  within  expired  preemp- 
tion filings  until  after  notice  to  the  claim- 
ants to  assert  any  rights  they  may  possess.    88 

During  the  pendency  of  Judicial  proceed- 
ings that  AtTect  the  status  of  lands  under  a 
grant  selections  therefor  should  not  be  al- 
lowed     88 

Lands  included  within  pending  selections 
not  restored  to  the  public  domain  by  the 
revocation  of  the  withdrawal 29 

Land  excepted  from  withdrawal  by  the 
existence  of  a  preemption  claim  is  not  ex- 
cluded from  subsequent  selection  if  at  the 
date  thereof  such  cU^m  has  expired  and 
been  abandoned 19 

The  provision  in  the  grant  of  July  4, 1886 
(Hastings  and  Dakota),  for  a  reversion  of 
the  lands  granted,  if  the  road  is  not  com- 
pleted within  the  period  specified,  does  not, 
in  the  ab9enoe  of  action  to  enforce  forfeiture, 
defeat  the  right  of  selection,  even  though 
the  road  is  not  completed  in  said  period. . . .  228 

The  right  of  the  Gulf  and  Ship  Island 
Company  under  the  last  clause  of  section  7, 
act  of  September  29,  1890,  to  select  is  re- 
stricted to  eyen  sections  within  the  original 
indemnity  limits  "nearest  to  and  opposite" 
that  portion  of  the  road  that  may  be  con- 
structed at  date  of  selection 269 

Withdrawal. 

Made  by  executive  authority  for  indem- 
nity purposes  may  be  revoked  by  the  Depart- 
ment  641 

For  indemnity  purposes,  while  existing, 
excludes  the  land  from  any  other  appropri- 
ation  27,228,261 

OCindemnity  lands  under  the  act  of  July 
4,  1866,  reserves  said  lands  fh>m  any  dis- 
posal except  for  the  purposes  of  the  grant; 
and  settlement  on  land  so  withdrawn  is  sub- 
ject to  the  company's  right  of  selection. 
(Hastings and  Dakota).*. 228 

Directions  given  for  indemnity,  on  the 
line  of  the  Quif  and  Ship  Island  definite  loca- 
tion south  of  Hattiesburgh 269 

Directed,  in  accordance  with  tiie  Supreme 
Court  decision  in  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis 
and  Manitoba  (Company  v.  Phelps,  of  the 
lands  granted  in  aid  oi  the  main  and  branch 
line  of  said  company  and  now  lying  in  the 
Dakotss 378,375 

Section  4.  act  of  September  29j  1890,  is  in- 
tended to  restore  lands  formerly  withdrawn 
for  iiidomaity  purposes,  and  this  restoration 
is  not  limited  by  the  a^ustment  act  of 
March  8, 1887 641 
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If  that  made  for  the  St.  Paul  and  Sionx 
City  Company  was  under  legislative  direc- 
tion contained  in  section  7,  act  of  March  3, 
1865,  no  objection  can  be  made  to  the  revoca- 
tion of  said  withdrawal  after  the  repeal  of 
said  section 5A1 

Directions  given  for  the  restoration  to 
settlemedt  and  entry  of  lands  heretofore 
withdrawn  for  certain  companies 641 

Railroad  I^ands* 

Forfeiture  of,  circular  under  the  act  of 
September  29, 1890,  with  special  instructions  • 
as   to  the   Sioux  City  and   St   Paul,   the 
Northern  Pacific,  and  Gulf  snd  Ship  Island 
roads 3 

Directious  given  for  the  disposition  of  ap- 
plications to  enter,  pending  at  the  passage 
of  the  forfeiture  act  of  September  29,  1890 
(Wisconsin  Central) 188 

Notice  of  intention  to  purchase  under  sec- 
tion 8.  act  of  September  29,  1890,  must  be 
filed  in  the  local  office  by  applicants,  within 
60  days  after  publication  of  the  resulation 
of  March  31, 1891 '. 308 

Bona  fide  purchasers  of,  certifled  in  ad* 
vance  of  construction,  take  a  good  title, 
where  such  sale  is  authorized  by  the  grant ; 
and  the  title  to  such  lands  thus  held  is  not 
aff'ected  by  the  forfeiture  act  of  September 
29,1890 258 

Erroneous  certification  to  a  railroad  com- 
pany of  land  previously  purchased  under 
the  graduation  act  calls  for  proceedings 
under  the  act  of  1887  to  set  aside  such  cer- 
tification  280 

In  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  title 
under  the  act  of  March  3,  1887,  the  demand 
for  reconveyance  is  a  statutory  requirement 
to  be  made  only  by  direction  of  the  Depart- 
ment  210 

The  demwod  for  reconyeyanoe  under  the 
act  of  1887  should  be  served  personally  or 
by  registered  letter  upon  the  officers  of  the 
company  or  some  one  authorized  to  ac- 
knowledge service  210 

Under  the  act  of  March  3, 1887,  it  Is  man- 
datory upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  demand  a  reconveyance  of  title  where 
lands  have  been.erronously  patented  or  cer- 
tified for  the  benefit  of  a  railroad  company, 
and  the  grant  remains  unadjusted 347 

In  determining  whether  proceedings  shall 
be  instituted  under  the  act  of  1887  for  the 
rec  every  of  titl^,  the  Department  must  ac- 
cept the  present  rulings  of  the  Supreme 
Court  as  to  the  time  when  th6  grant  be- 
comes effective,  although  a  different  rule 
may  haye  formerly  been  followed  in  the  ad- 
Justmentof  grants 348 

The  doctrine  of  ref  judicata  will  not 
prevent  the  ctmsideratiou  of  an  sppHration 
to  enter,  erroneously  rejected,  if  such  mat- 
ter comes  within  section  3,  act  of  March  3, 
1887 172 
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Section  8,  act  of  March  S,  1887,  makes  It 
tbe  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
relnetate  the  settler  in  all  his  riishts  to  lands 
upon  which  he  may  hare  settled,  and  for 
which  his  application  may  have  been  erro> 
neoasly  rejected,  if  tlie  settler  has  notaban* 
doned  the  land  and  located  another  claim. .  272 

Tbe  right  of  purchase  under  section  5,  act 
of  March  3, 1887,  is  intended  for  the  relief  of 
bona  fide  purchasers  from  a  railroad  com- 
pany, where  the  title  of  the  company  Tails 
by  reason  of  the  land  being  excepted  from 
the  grant 247 

Atght  of  an  actual  settler  to  enter  lands 
embraced  within  the  forfeiture  act  of  Jan- 
uary 31, 188ft,  not  defeated  by  his  temporary 
absence  from  the  land  at  the  passage  of  the 
act,  or  an  informal  agreement  to  sell  the 
lands  if  the  grant  was  not  forfeited 378 

Former  directions  given  in  the  matter  of 
the  restoration  and  disposition  of  lands  with- 
drawn for  the  Chicago,  St  Paul,  Minneapo- 
lis and  Omaha  grant,  and  not  taken  there- 
under, modified 250 

Receiver  and  Re^^ister. 

See  Land  Department. 

Rebearlni^. 

See  Practice, 

Reinslatement. 

See  Railroad  Lands, 

Relinqnisbment. 

The  rule  that  one  who  has  pwrted  with  his 
interest  in  land  will  not  be  permitted  to  re- 
linquish, is  for  the  protoctiun  of  the  trans- 
feree and  should  not  prevent  action  on  a 
relinquishment  where  it  is  asked  by  the 
transferee,  who  also  urges  noncompliance 
with  law  as  against  tbe  existing  entry 100 

Of  Indian  allotment  may  not  be  made  ex* 
cept  under  direction  of  the  Department  ...  162 

Filed  during  the  pendency'  of  an  invalid 
contest,  and  independently  thereof,  loaves 
the  land  open  to  the  first  legal  applicant. ..  492 

Made  after  initiation  of  contest.,  but  be- 
fore notice  and  without  knowledge  thereof, 
and  subsequently  filed  by  the  purchaser  on 
being  officially  informed  that  said  contest 
has  been  finally  closed,  does  not  inure  to 
the  benefit  thereof,  though  in  fact  ponding 
when  the  rohnquishment  is  filed 626 

In  ascertaining  the  validity  of  a,  the  De- 
partment may,  in  proceedings  of  its  own, 
determine  whether  the  person  fxocutiug 
the  same  was  of  sound  mind 600 

Executed  by  one  of  unsound  mind,  prior 
to  a  Judicial  determination  of  his  legal  status, 
is  not  void,  but  voidable,  by  himself,  his 
heirs,  or  devisees 600 

To  warrant  the  vacation  of  action  based 
on  a,  executed  by  one  of  unsound  mind, 
some  fraud,  actual  or  constructive,  must  be 
charged  and  proven,  and  a  return  of  the 
purchase  money  tendered 690 
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Repayment, 

Can  not  be  allowed  to  a  desert  entryman 
who  fails  to  secure  a  permanent  water  sup- 
ply, in  the  absence  of  diligence  shown  in 
such  matter 78 

Will  not  be  allowed  where  the  entry  is 
canceled  on  account  of  the  false  testimony 
of  the  claimant 180 

Kotauthorized  where  the  entry  is  secured 
through  false  testimony  and  canceled  for 
that  reason 607 

Of  alleged  double  minimum  excess,  not 
allowed,  where  land  within  the  limits  of  a 
railroad  grant  (N'orthern  Pacific)  is  properly 
sold  at  that  price,  even  though  the  grant, 
including  the  limits  in  question,  is  subse- 
quently forfeited 816 

Allowed  where  a  timber-land  entry,  made 
in  good  faith,  is  canceled  on  the  ground  that 
the  land  is  not  of  the  character  subject  to 
such  appropriation 431 

Can  not  be  allowed  under  a  homestead 
entry  that  is  canceled  for  failure  to  comply 
with  the  law 528 

Can  not  be  allowed  under  a  homestead 
entry  that  is  canceled  for  failure  to  submit 
final  proof  within  the  statutory  period 535 

Not  allowed  to  one  whose  commuted 
homestead  entry  is  suspended  for  further 
proof,  and  who  thereupon  seeks  to  recover 
the  purchase  price,  with  the  privilege  of 
thereafter  submitting  new  proof  under 
section  2291.  R.S 9SS 

Not  authorized,  of  the  excess  over  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  paid  on  a 
desert  entry  within  railroad  limits,  though 
the  land  was  held  at  single  minimum  at 
date  of  initial  entry 632 

Reservation. 

Of  certain  forest  lands  in  California  di- 
rected by  the  act  of  October  1, 1800,  not  de- 
feated by  pending  application  to  purchase 
such  lands  under  the  timber  and  stone  act.  68, 326 

Of  forest  lands,  by  the  acts  of  September 
25  and  October  1, 1890,  does  not  take  effect 
upon  lands  legally  entered,  but  applications 
to  purchase  such  lands,  or  filings  therefor, 
will  nut  defeat  the  operation  of  said  stat- 
utes  86,326 

The  use  and  occopancy  of  unsurveyed 
public  land  for  the  purposes  of  a  trading 
post  will  not  except  such  land  from  a  subse- 
quent executive  order  creating  an  Indian 
reservation 205 

The  order  of  March  10,  1663,  diAot  re- 
store to  the  public  domain  any  of  the  lands 
previously  reserved  at  Port  Angeles  for 
to  wnsite  and  other  purposes 284 

The  right  to  enter  lands  in  abandoned 
military,  restricted  by  the  act  of  July  6, 
1884,  to  those  who  have  made  in  the  manner 
prescribed  an  actual  settlement  thereon 
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An  applicant  for  lands  within  an  aban- 
doned military,  can  not  found  any  right  on 
the  claims  of  others  that  were  existing  when 
the  leserration  was  created  and  that  haTe 
since  been extlngnished 288 

The  act  of  Febrnary  18,  1891,  directing 
the  disposition  of  Fort  Ellis  military,  pro- 
tects only  soch  settlement  rights  as  were 
recognised  by  the  act  of  July  5, 1884 288 

An  order  suspending  pablio  land  from 
disposal  to  preyent  the  frandnlent  entry 
thereof  is  within  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
missioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 826 

Of  land  by  executive  order  for  the  use  of 
Indians  excludes  the  acqaisition  of  settle- 
ment rights  thereto 487 

Of  lands  for  reservoir  purposes  under  the 
act  of  October  2, 18K8,  not  defeated  by  a  pre- 
emption settlement  and  filing  on  the  land 
included  therein 438 

Created  at  Fort  Cosur  d'AlAoe  by  the  or- 
der of  August  25, 1879,  was  not  continued  in 
force  by  the  failure  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  officially  notify  the  local  office  of 
the  executive  order  of  April  22, 1880,  modi- 
fying the  boundaries  thereof 488 

Reservoir  Lands. 

See  JKsMrvatiofi. 

Residence. 

Can  not  be  established  ^or  maintained 
through  a  tenant 67 

Acquired  in  the  first  Instance  only  by  ac- 
tual presence  on  the  land,  but  continuous 
presence  thereafter  is  not  essential  to  the 
oontinnity  of  sQch  residence 497 

Not  required  of  an  applicant  to  enter, 
pending  final  decision  on  his  right  o(  entry.  324 

Continuity  of  not  broken  by  temporary 
absences  made  necessary  by  the  poverty  of 
the  claimant 102 

Compulsory  absence  of  the  homesteader 
and  his  family  caused  by  the  land  being 
flooded  does  not  interropt  the  continuity  of, 
that  has  been  established  and  mi^tained  in 
good  faith 199 

In  good  faith  in  a  house  believed  by  the 
entryman  to  be  upon  the  land  entered  is 
constr  uctive  residence  on  such  land 07 

Failure  of  the  wife  and  children  of  the 
claimant  to  reside  on  the  land  until  after  in- 
itiation of  the  contest  does  not  necessarily 
impeach  the  good  faith  of  the  claimant 472 

During  suspension  of  the  township  plat  a 
temporary  absence  from  the  land  prior  to 
final  proof;  but  after  fall  compliance  with 
law  in  the  matter  of  residence,  will  not  af- 
fect the  right  of  the  settler 633 

Failare  to  maintain  may  be  excused 
where  by  intimidation  and  armed  violence 
the  settler  is  driven  from  the  land,  nnd  by 
such  means  prevented  frt>m  returning 
thereto 562 


Can  not  be  maintidnod  by  a  married  wo- 
man, separately  flrom  her  husband,  in  a 
house  built  across  the  line  between  two  set 
tlement  claims 44S 

During  the  existence  of  the  marital  rela- 
tion can  not  be  maintained  by  a  married 
woman,  separately  from  her  husband,  in  a 
house  built  across  the  line  between  two  set- 
tlement claims  held  by  each  separately ;  and 
such  residence  confers  no  rights  that  can  be 
perfectedby  the  heirs  of  the  wife 197 

EOMKSTSAD. 

Not  required  of  the  heirs  of  a  deceased 
homesteader  to  perfect  the  claim  of  the  de- 
cedent  , 

Failure  of  a  homesteader  to  establish,  can 
not  be  excused  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
due  to  his  arrest  under  a  criminal  chaige 
and  subsequent  sentence  thereunder 

One  who  relin  quishes  a  part  of  the  land 
eovered  by  a  filing,  end  makes  homestead 
entry  of  the  remainder  together  with 
another  tract,  is  not  entitled  to  claim  resi- 
dence on  the  latter  except  frum  the  date  of 
entry 645 

OSAOB. 

Six  months'  residence  prior  to  final  proof 
not  required  of  purchaser  of  Osage,  but 
actual  settlement  must  be  shown  by  acts 
that  indicate  an  intent  to  take  the  land  for 
a  home  to  the  exclusion  of  one  elsewhere . .     12 

Six  months* continuous,  next  preceding 
final  proof,  not  required,  but  after  settle- 
ment is  ma  de  the  residence  should  be  con- 
Unuous  until  final  proof;  and  a  home  main- 
tained on  the  land  to  the  exclusion  of  one 
elsewhere 298 

Res  Judicata. 

See  Railroad  Lands* 

Review. 

See  Praetiee. 

Revised  Statutes. 

See  RevUed  Statutet^  cited  and  eonttrwd^ 
page  xix. 

Rig^bt  of  Way. 

Circular  of  January  13, 1688,  with  copy  of 
the  act  of  March  8, 1875 428 

Circular  of  April  17, 1891,  in  the  matter 
of  canals,  ditches,  and  reservoirs  located 
under  the  act  of  March  3, 1891 429 

Application  under  the  act  of  1875  should 
be  accompanied  by  an  authenticated  copy 
of  the  local  statutes  regulating  the  organi- 
sation of  railroad  companies..... 72 

The  termini  of  the  road  should  be  noted 
on  the  map  of  definite  location  aooomfMuiy- 
ingan  application  for ••..• 7X93 
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The  map  of  definite  location  ahonld  be 
filed  within  twelve  months  after  Bocb  loca< 
tion  if  made  on  Rurveyed  land  70 

Land  embraced  within  a  prima  facie  ralid 
entry  is  not  sabject  to  selection  for  stfttton     • 
purposes 264 

The  length  of  each  section  of  road  should 
be  stated  in  the  affidavit  and  certificate  ac- 
companying the  map  sabmitted  for  appro* 
ral 3fl0 

Action  of  the  Department  authorizing 
the  construction  of  a  road  across  an  Indian 
reservation,  pending  the  completion  of  the 
necessary  arrangements,  is  not  final  in  its 
character  and  confers  no  rested  rights....  481 

The  proviso  in  section  5,  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  does  not  render  s  aid  act  generally  ap* 
plicable  where  a  righ  t  of  way  is  provided  for 
under  treaty  stipulation  but  provides  that 
when  such  privilecce  has  been  specifically 
granted  the  provisions  of  said  act  shall 
govern  so  far  as  applicable 481 

Conveyances   for,  executed  by  Indians 
holding  under  patents  in  which  the  right  of 
alienation  is  dependent  upon  the  President's 
Approval,  must  be  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent  for  his  action 481 

The  map  submitted  with  application  for, 
should  be  in  the  form  of  one  continous  map, 
Mid  not  in  detached  sections 552 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  the 
power  to  annul  the  action  of  his  predecessor 
in  approving  the  map  of  definite  location, 
where  such  approval  is  secured  by  fraud 
and  mis  representation  and  for  a  purpose 
not  authorized  by  l*w 574 

The  approval  of,  for  the  Union  River  Log- 
ging  R.  R.  Co.,  recalled  and  vacated 674 

School  Land. 

See  Indian  Land*,  StaUt  and  TerrUorieM. 

In  acUusting  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Col- 
orado, indemnity  may  be  allowed  for  lands 
lost  by  settlement  and  entry,  and  also  where 
the  bases  are  covered  by  military  reserva- 
tions or^tented  private  claims 70 

Indemnity  selections  maybe  made  from 
lands  that  are  reasonably  contiguous  to  the 
bases  (Colorado) 70 

In  States  where  two  sections  to  each 
township  are  granted,  twice  the  amount 
specified  in  section  2276,  R.  S.,  will  be  al- 
lowed for  deficiencies  in  fVactional  town- 
ships     80 

Indemnity  selections  by  the  Territory  of 
Washington  under  the  act  of  1868,  reserve 
the  land  selected,  and  the  act  admitting 
the  Territory  into  the  Union  does  not  release 
the  land  from  such  reservatiou 165 

Fee  to  the  school  sections  within  the  He- 
nomonee  reservation  passed  to  the  State 
(Wisconsin),  sul^fect  to  the  Indian  occu- 
pancy*, which  can  not  be  disturbed  by  the 
State  nor  its  assignee 176 
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Where  the  fee  of;  is  in  the  United  States 
at  date  of  survey  and  the  land  is  so  encum- 
bered that  possession  does  not  then  vest  in 
the  State,  it  can,  if  it  so  elects,  take  lien 
land,  or  wait  till  title  and  right  of  posses- 
sion unite  in  the  government 180 

Settlers  on  Territorial,  after  survey,  can 
not  be  authorized  by  the  Department  to  re- 
main in  occupancy  until  the  lands  are  sub- 
ject to  diposal  by  the  State  183 

The  State  by  accepting  indemnity  in  lien 
of  a  deficiency  shown  by  the  existing  sur- 
vey is  divested  thereby  of  aU  right  to  the 
basis,  and  can  asert  no  claim  thereto  under 
a  later  survey  and  after  the  rights  of  third 
parties  have  intervened 390 

The  act  of  February  22, 1889,  so  fiu>  as  in 
oonfiict  with  sections  2275  and  2276,  Revised 
Statutes,  as  amended  by  the  act  of  February 
28, 1801,  is  superseded  by  said  amended  sec- 
tions, and  the  grant  of  1889  should  be  ad- 
J  usted  under  the  later  legislation 400 

Mineral  applicant  for  lands  in  section  16 
(Colorado)  may  submit  proof,  after  due  no- 
tice to  the  State,  that  tiie  land  was  of  known 
mineral  character  prior  to  and  at  the  date 
when  the  State  was  admitted  to  the  Union .  604 

Scrip  • 

Sioux  half-breed,  issued  under  the  act  of 
July  17, 1854,  is  not  transferable,  and  the 
beneficiary  is  estopped  from  denying  the 
validity  of  a  location  made  under  a  dnpli- 
oate  issue,  as  such  location  could  only  be 
made  for  his  benefi  t 105 

Where  title  has  been  acquired  through 
location  of  duplicate,  the  beneficiary  can  not 
locate  the  original  on  another  tract  while 
patent  to  the  former  is  outstanding 106 

Si<rax  half-breed,  intended  as  an  evidence 
of  a  personal  right  in  the  half-breed  to  lo- 
cate, and  receive  patent  for  the  number  of 
acres  named  therein,  and  can  not  be  used  to 
secure  title  to  lands  except  for  the  benefit 
of  the  half-breed .• 138 

A  location  of  Sioux  half-breed,  by  one  act- 
ing in  his  own  interest  and  not  for  the  half- 
breed,  is  in  violation  of  the  statute  under 
whi<di  the  scrip  issued 138 

The  right  to  locate  Sioux  half-breed,  on 
nnsurveyed  land  can  only  be  exercised 
where  the  half-breed  has  made  improve- 
ments on  the  land,  and  such  improvements 
must  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  half-breed 138 

If  the  location  of  Sioux  half-breed,  is 
illegal  a  deed  of  ratification,  executed  by  the 
beneficiary,  will  not  give  it  validity  or  pre- 
vent inquiry  as  to  whether  the  improve- 
ments were  placed  on  the  land  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  half-breed 167 

Land  embraced  within  a  reservation  for 
townsite  purposes  is  not  subject  to  location 
with  Valentine 281 


716 


INDEX. 


Page. 
Land  wilihin  the  oorporste  limits  of  the 
city  of  Chicago  i«  sot  vacant  pnblio  land, 
and  as  each  sabjec  t  to  location  with  McKee 
scrip 389 

SeUlement. 

Made  withoat  riolenoe  within  the  nnlaw- 
fnl  and  unaathorized  inolosare  of  another 
is  valid  and  will  not  be  defeated  by  such 
nnlawfal  oconpancy 382.488 

Land  included  within  a  pending  order  for 
its  sale  as  an  isolated  tract  is  not  subject  to.  307 

The  act  of,  is  complete  from  the  instant 
the  settler  goes  upon  the  land  with  the  in- 
tention of  makingit  his  home,  and  performs 
some  act  indicative  of  such  intent 416 

Act  of,  is  sufficient  if  it  tends  to  disclose 
a  design  to  appropriate  the  land  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law 415 

No  rights  acquired  by,  where  the  land  is 
included  within  a  reservation  created  by 
executive  order 437 

A  canceled  entry  is  no  bar  to  the  subse- 
quent acquisition  of  settlement  rights  by 
another 488 

Of  an  alien,  confers  no  right  to  public 
land 637 

Where  rights  are  claimed  under  the  acts 
of  one  who  is  an  alien  by  nativity  it  must 
be  affirmatively  shown  that  the  disqualifica- 
tion in  the  matter  of  citizenship  was  re- 
moved during  the  existence  of  the  alleged 
settlement 607 

May  not  be  post  d  ated  in  order  to  defeat 
the  intervening  right  of  another 519 

On  public  land  by  a  qualified  settler  is 
presumptively  made  with  the  intention  of 
entering  the  same  under  the  settlement 
laws 547 

Priority  of,  confers  no  right  where  it  is  not 
made  for  the  purposes  contemplated  by 
law 654 

Bight  setup  to  defeat  the  entry  of  another 
must  fail  unless  the  qualification  of  the  set- 
tler to  make  entry  is  made  to  appear 684 

Preemptor  is  not  estopped  from  proving 
that  his  settlement  was  made  at  a  difilarent 
and  earlier  date  than  alleged  in  the  declara- 
tory statement 299 

States  and  Territories* 

California. 

Under  a  parol  partition  of  a  Mexican  grant 
in  which  the  parties  thereto  hold  undis- 
turbed possession,  according  to  the  lines  of  ' 
such  partition,  and  sell  the  lands  thus  re- 
ceived, the  grantee  acquires  the  right  of 
purchnse  under  section  7,  act  of  July  23, 
1866,  so  far  as  the  question  of  boundaries  is 
concerned,  though  in  the  instrument  of 
transfer  the  lands  are  described  as  an  un- 
divided interest 667 

The  right  of  purchase  under  section  7,  act 
of  July  23, 1866,  dependent  upon  the  charac- 
ter of  title  held  by  the  grantee  at  date  of 
said  act 6C7 
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Dakotas. 

Under  section  14^  act  ot  Febmary  22, 1889. 
each  of  the  Dakotas  is  entitled  to  seventy- 
two  sections  of  land  for  university  purposes, 
and  the  lands  selected  by  the  Territory  of 
Dakota,  lying  wholly  within  South  Dakota, 
inure  to  said  State fl9 

Minnesota. 

An  application  in  1889  for  the  reinstate- 
ment of  university  selections  canceled  in 
1882  on  the  governor's  ri^linqiiishment  comes 
too  late  for  favorable  action  where  most  of 
the  lands  have  in  the  mean  time  been  sold  by 

the  government 13B 

• 

Statutes. 

Sec  aeU  of  Congrest  eiled  and  construed, 
•page  XVII. 

Executive  construction  of,  in  circular  reg- 
ulations has  all  the  force  and  effect  of  law 
if  not  in  conflict  with  the  statute  under 
which  they  are  issued 138. 155 

Where  power  is  given  to  public  officers, 
and  the  public  interests  or  individual  rights 
call  for  its  exercise,  the  statatory  language, 
though  permissive  in  form,  is  in  fact  per- 
emptory    171 

An  earlier  special  statute  ih  not  repealed 
by  a  later  general  act 4111 

Of  remedial  character  should  receive  a 
liberul  conMtruction 874 

Survey. 

Showing  a  meandered  stream,  that  does 
not  in  fact  exist,  may  be  reformed  in  aooord- 
ance  with  the  changed  conditions 7S 

The  improper  meander  of  a  stream  will 
not  defeat  an  entry  subsequently  allowed 
for  lands  lying  on  both  sides  of  said  stream.  556 

Of  isolated  tracts,  formed  since  the  origi- 
nal survey,  denied  by  the  Department*  where 
the  Commissioner  recommends  such  action 
and  objection  is  made  to  the  appHcatioii, 
unless  the  denial  deprives  the  applicant  of 
aright ., 137 

Of  an  island  wHl  be  denied,  where  it 
appears  that  siUd  island  is  embraced  within 
the  limits  of  a  former  survey,  and  that  the 
land  as  thus  surveyed  has  been  disposed 
of 304.681 

May  be  allowed  of  land  formerly  covered 

by  the  waters  of  a  shallow,  meandered  lake 

that  is  subsequently  drained  by  artiflelal 

mean,  and  thus  rendered  valuable  for  agri- 

'  cultural  purposes 4S 

One  holding  under  a  purchase  or  losation 
made  in  accordance 'with  the  plat  of^  may 
claim  under  the  boundary  lines  thereof, 
though  a  subsequent  survey  may  show  a 
conflict  with  a  confirmed  private  claim; 
the  question  of  ownership  in  snoh  case 
must  be  judicially  determined 460 

A  resnrvey  is  authorised,  at  zatea  not  in 
excess  of  those  provided  by  law,  wbers 
such  action  is  rendered  necessary  by  the 
iiii|>orfect  work  done  on  the  original anrvey. 
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Snvpenaioii  of  toimsblp,  precludes  the 
sabmiMion  of  final  proof  for  land  embraced 
therein 633 

Swamp  Land. 

The  right  to  oonteet  selection  of,  is  recog* 
nized  as  an  aid  in  determining  the  tmechar* 
acterof  the  land 64 

A  waiver  of  the  Bute's  right  to  sabmit 
testimony  in  support  of  its  oUim,  by  one 
aathorized  to  examine  witnesses  on  behalf 
of  the  State,  is  condosiTe  In  such  matter  as 
ag^nst  the  State,  and  it  will  not  be  beard 
to  say  thereafter  that  it  had  no  opportonity 
to  offer  snch  testimony 276 

Ltnd  that  can  not  be  cultivated  to  agri- 
onltoral  crops  falls  within  the  terms  of  the 
grant 278 

The  Department  retains  j  urisdiction  over, 
until  tiie  issuance  of  patent,  and  may  re- 
voke the  approval  and  certification  of  lists 
when  made  upon  a  misapprohonsion  of  the 
fisGts 566 

Tlm1»er  Cnltnre. 

See  Oontett,  BtUry, 

Circular  regulations  of  April  27,  1891, 
under  the  repealing  act  of  March  3, 1891, 
with  acopy  of  said  act 405 

The  statutory  requirement  as  to  breaking 
can  not  be  waived,  even  though  the  land 
will  raise  crops  wltiiout  breaking 91 

Planting  should  be  done  when  the  ground 
is  in  snch  condition  as  will,  under  ordinary 
oiroumstances,  be  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  trees 476 

Sowing  tree  seeds  broadcast  can  not  be 
accepted  as  in  compliance  with  the  timber- 
culture  law 476 

One  who  introsts  his  claim  to  the  care  of 
an  agent  is  responsible  for  the  negligence 
of  his  representative 476 

Breaking  and  planting  may  be  legally 
done  in  advance  of  the  time  fixed  by  the 
statute 602 

Failure  to  secure  the  requisite  growth  of 
trees  does  not  call  for  cancellation  if  not 
doe  to  the  entryman*s  negligence 502 

Timber  Cnttingr* 

Action  will  not  lie  for  timber  cutting  on 
land  within  the  forest  reservations  created 
by  the  acts  of  September  26  and  October  1, 
1890^  where  such  lands  are  covered  by  final 
entries,  made  prior  to  the  withdrawal  under 
saidacts 83 

Persons  who  have  filed  for  lands  em- 
braced within  the  forest  reservations  cre- 
ated by  the  acts  of  September  25  and  Octo- 
ber 1, 1800,  and  are  catting  timber  thereon 
are  trespassers  and  should  be  removed 83 

Homesteaders  within  the  reservations 
created  by  the  acts  of  September  25  and 
October  1, 1890,  who  have  not  perfected  titK 
may  be  restrained  from  unlawfully  remov- 
ing the  timber  until  the  validity  of  their 
entries  can  be  determined 83 


Page. 

Under  the  proviso  to  section  4,  act  of  June 
3, 1878,  action  will  not  lie  for  timber  cut 
from  unsurveyed  land  and  used  by  one  in 
the  improvement  of  his  own  land,  and  under 
the  act  of  March  3,  1801,  the  fact  of  such 
use  may  be  set  up  in  defense  to  any  civil  or 
criminal  action! 246 

Begulations  of  May  5,  1891,  with  respect 
to  timber  cutting  on  the  public  domain,  as 
modified  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  and 
the  amendatorr  act  of  the  same  date 436 

Timber  Lands. 

The  act  of  October  1, 1890,  providing  for 
tiie  reservation  of  certain  forest  lands  in 
Califomia  is  not  defeated  by  pending  appli- 
cation to  purchase  the  land  covered  thereby 
under  the  act  of  June  8,  1878 58, 326 

Instructions  to  special  agents  in  the  mat- 
ter of  procuring  the  requisite  information 
upon  which  to  order  the  reservation  of  forest 
lands  under  section  24,  act  of  March  3, 1891 . .  499 

Timber  and  Stone  Aet. 

See  Application, 

Lands  chiefiy  valuable  for  a  deposit  of 
slate,  and  unfit  for  agriculture,  may  be  en- 
tered under  this  act 100 

In  determining  the  validity  of  a  timber 
entry,  the  Department  must  ascertain 
whether  the  tract,  with  the  timber  removed, 
is  unfit  for  cultivation 503 

An  applicant  in  good  faith  who  is  unable 
to  procure  the  purchase  money  at  the  time 
fixed  for  the  completion  of  the  entry,  may 
be  permitted  on  new  notice,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  adverse  dalms,  to  complete  the 
purchase 561 

Town§ite* 

See  OVLahamOt  RutrvaHon, 

In  contest  cases  arising  iu  the  allotment 
of  Oklahoma  townsite  lots,  rule  42  is  modi- 
fled.    Circular  order  of  August  18,  1890 186 

Rules  of  practice  modified  in  Oklahoma 
cases ;  instructions  of  August  21 ,  1890 187 

Section  16,  act  of  March  3, 1801,  is  not  re- 
trospective in  its  operation 613, 662, 686 

Circular  of  May  8, 1891,  amending  para- 
graphs 13  and  23  of  the  regulations  issued 
June  18, 1890 612 

Entry  can  not  be  allowed  where  it  Is  ap- 
parent that  the  application  is  in  the  interest 
of  a  fraudulent  speculation 653 

Entry  in  Oklahoma  can  not  be  allowed  in 
the  interest  of  those  who  entered  said  Ter- 
ritory in  violation  of  law 654 

Hnsring  may  be  ordered  with  a  view  to 
Judicial  proceedings  where  it  is  properly 
shown  that  a  patent  for,  covers  land  that  was 
known  to  be  valuable  for  mineral  prior  to 
the  entry  and  patent 513,662 

Patent  issued  for,  that  includes  a  known 
mining  claim  conveys  no  title  to  said  claim ; 
but  such  patent  while  outstanding  removes 
the  land  and  the  title  thereto  flrom  the  Jur- 
isdiction of  the  Department,  and  precludes 
the  issnanoe  of  a  patent  for  said  claim 
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Under  a  patent  for,  in  which  no  portion 
of  the  surface  ground  is  excepted  from  the 
land  described  therein,  the  departmental 
jurisdiction  over  said  land  terminates,  eyen 
though  said  instrument  declares  that  no  title 
to  any  mining  olidm  shall  be  acquired 
thereby,  and  it  subsequently  appears  that 
it  includes  a  lode  claim  known  to  exist  at 
the  date  of  the  to wnsite  entry 

Patent  issued  for  a,  that  indndes  a  known 
lode  claim,  based  on  a  record  location  made 
prior  to  the  townsite  entry,  should  he  va- 
cated by  judicial  proceedings  so  Csr  as  in 
conflict  with  said  daim • 


Waffon  Roa4  Grant. 


Page. 


The  case  of  the  Willamette  Valley  Wsgon 
Boad  Company  v.  Morton,  10 L.  D.,  40^  cited 
and  followed 331 

A  daim,  baaed  upon  settlement  and  real- 
denoe,  existing  when  the  grant  of  July  2, 
1864  (Oregon),  became  eifeotive,  exoepta  the 
land  covered  thereby  lh>m  said  grant • 

Water  Rii:ht. 

SeeJ2^JU</irfly. 
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